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REPORT. 


To  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  and  the 

Common  Cotmcil  qf  the  City  of  New  Bedford: 

Gkntlemen: 

The  TniBtees  of  the  New  Bedford  City  Library^ 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Ordinance 
in  relation  thereto^  respectfully  present  to  you  their 
First  Annual  Report 

The  City  Library  was  instituted  by  an  Ordinance 
of  the  City  Council  passed  August  16, 1852,  an  ap- 
propriation of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  having  been 
made  on  the  26th  of  the  preceding  month  for  that 
object 

The  Act  of  the  Legisiature,  giving  authority  to. 
towns  and  cities  to  establish  Free  Libraries  for  the 
use  of  the  inhabitants,  was  passed  May  24th,  1851. 

Copies  of  the  Ordinance  and  the  Statute  will  be 
found  in  the  Appendiic  to  this  Report 

The  Library  was  opened  for  the  use  of  the  inhabit- 
tants,  on  Thursday,  the  third  day  of  March,  at  the 
rooms  in  Perkins'  Building,  so  called,  number  139 
Union  Street 

«^  ^  ^  '^ 
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There  are  contained  in  the  Library  nearly  six  thou- 
sand volumes. 

About  fifty-five  hundred  volumes  were  transferred 
to  the  city  by  the  New  Bedford  Social  Library,*  and 
the  remainder  obtained  by  gift  or  purchase. 

The  collection  of  books>  although  not  large,  is  valu- 
able. The  Trustees  have  reason  to  believe,  that  no 
collection  of  the  same  extent  in  our  country,  embrar 
ces  a  larger  number  of  truly  valuable  booka 

The  books  transferred  to  the  city  by  the  Directors 
of  the  Social  Library,  had  been  many  years  accumu- 
lating under  the  direction  of  the  cautious  and  en- 
li^tened  managers  of  that  institution,  and  it  gave 
the  Trustees  great  pleasure  to  find^  upon  an  exam- 
ination of  the  catalogue,  that  no  better  collection 
could  be  obtained  or  desired,  as  a  foundation  for  the 
Free  Public  Library. 

The  general  principles  which  guided  those  by  whom* 
that  collection  was  made,  have  mainly  governed  the 
Trustees  in  the  few  purchases  of  books,  which  the 
limited  means  at  first  placed  at  their  disposal  have 
allowed  them  to  make.  Much  care  has  been  taken 
to  select  such  books  for  the  library  as  are  knoAvn  to 
be  of  permanent  value.  Although  but  a  small 
amount  has  been  expended  for  books,  exclusive  of 
tiie  sum  paid  ta  the  proprietors  of  the  Social  Library, 
the  liberality  of  our  fellow  citizens  of  whom  our 
parchases^  have  been  made,  has  enabled  us  to  go  far 
beyond  our  expectations  in  the  number  of  volumeiy 
added  to  the  original  purchase. 


*  8«e  Appendix. 
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The  whole  make  a  <3ollection  respectable  in  pomt 
of  numbens,  and  of  a  character  as  well  calculated  as 
itny  t^ollection  that  could  be  formed  of  its  extent,  as 
tlie  foundation  of  a  Free  Library. 

No  part  of  the  last  appropriation  of  ^  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars  for  the  purchase  of  books  ^  has  been  ex- 
pended. Anxious  that  every  dollar  of  this  liberal 
contribution  should  be  wisely  expended,  the  Trustees 
have  devoted  much  of  their  time,  since  the  passage 
of  the  Order,  in  preparing  a  list  of  such  books  as 
are,  in  their  view,  best  calculated  to  promote  the  ob- 
ject you  had  in  view  in  placing  the  funds  at  their 
disposal.  That  list  is  now  nearly  completed ;  and  in 
B.  few  weeks  we  hope  to  place  upon  our  shelves  be- 
tween one  and  two  thousand  volumes  more  of  stand- 
ard works,  which,  with  the  books  already  to  be  found 
there,  will  open  to  our  inhabitants  a  Library,  rich  in 
the  means  of  intellectual  and  moral  culture,  and 
forming  a  new  and  attractive  feature  in  the  public 
recreations  of  the  people. 

There  have  been  placed  upon  the  tables  of  the 
Library,  the  leading  Periodicals  of  our  own  country 
and  of  England.  Without  these,  the  design  of  the 
Library  would  not  have  been  completed.  The  Trus- 
tees had  it  not  in  their  power  to  extend  their  sub- 
scriptions as  far  as  might  be  considered  desirable,  but 
our  periodicals,  although  the  number  is  not  large,  are 
the  best,  and  it  is  confidently  believed  that  the  citi- 
zens will  find  them  well  calculated  by  their  elevated 
and  diversified  character,  to  promote  the  important 
object  for  which  our  new  institution  was  established. 
The  periodicals  will  be,  while  fresh  and  unbound,  for 
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the  use  of  the  visitors  to  the  rooms  only.  They  will 
torm  a  strong  point  of  attraction  for  the  inhabitants 
of  our  city,  and  will,  it  is  believed,  lead  to  the  inno- 
cent and  elevating  employment  of  many  hours  now 
given  to  idleness,  frivolity  or  guilty  pleasure. 

Keeping  in  view  the  two  fold  object  of  the  insti- 
tution, the  combination  of  rational  enjoyment  with 
intellectual  and  moral  culture,  the  Trustees  have  ex- 
pended a  part  of  the  means  placed  at  their  disposal 
in  the  purchase  of  that  magnificent  work  of  art,  Boy- 
deirs  Illustrations  of  Shakspeare. 

It  is  believed  that  in  no  form,  couH  the  same  out- 
lay have  secured  so  large  and  valuable  an  amount  of 
thp  refined  and  elevated  in  the  domain  of  the  arts. 
The  poets  are  now  regarded  as  among  the  educators 
of  the  people ;  and  at  a  time  when  the  study  of  the 
greatest  is  pursued  to  an  extent  and  with  an  intensity 
never  before  known,  the  pages  of  Boydell  will  be 
looked  upon  as  a  most  valuable  auxiliary  to  this  de- 
lightful and  elevating  pursuit. 

Such,  then,  is  the  character  and  condition  of  the 
Library,  which,  by  the  enlightened  liberality  of  our 
Mun^icipal  Government  is  now  opened  for  the  use  of 
the  citizens  of  New  Bedford. 

The  evidence  that  the  institution  has  met  a  great 
pubUc  want,  and  that  its  establishment  is,  in  a  high 
degree  satisfactory  to  the  people,  is  ample  and  grati- 
fying. The  Library  lias  been  opened  to  the  public  twenty- 
one  days.  During  that  short  period^  one  thousand  Jive 
hundred  and  ntnety-one  books  have  been  taken  fro7n 
the  Library f  by  seven  hundred  and  eighty-mne  individ- 
uals.   Nearly  two  hundred  books  have  been  delivered  this; 
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da^y  Ai;  all  ouis  of  the  day,  and  especially  in  th^ 
evening,  oiir  tables  are  surrounded  by  quieit  and  in- 
terested readers.  A  striking  and  delightfol  feature  in 
our  operations^  is  the  large  number  of  females  who 
yisit  the  rooms  both  as  takers  of  our  books  and  readr 
ers  of  our  periodicals.  Nearly  one-half  of  the  names 
upon  our  books  are  those  of  females.  The  convenient 
location  of  the  Library^  tilie  liberality  of  its  arrange 
tnentsy  and  the  quiet  and  decorum  which  pervade  the 
place^  have  attracted  thither  that  class  of  the  popular 
tion  which  has  hitherto  seldom  been  found  visiting 
our  public  libraries. 

These  are  gratifying  and  enoouraging  statements. 
They  justify  the  action  of  the  past  and  excite  hopes 
for  the  future.  They  demonstrate  the  wisdom  of  thsft 
legislative  a^d  municipal  actioni  which  recognizes  and 
seeks  to  correct  the  imperfect  character  of  that  idea 
of  education  which  does  not  extend  beyond  the  pre- 
paratory work  of  the  public  school.  How  full  of 
practical  meax^ing,  are  tiie  following  words  from  a  re- 
cent and  profound  English  writer.f  ^I  thought  how 
education,  to  be  of  any  assured  worth,  must  continue 
through  Ufe.  Beading  and  writing  will  not  do  alone. 
You  might  as  well  prepare  for  a  liberal  hospitality  by 

• 

a  good  apparatus  for  roasting  and  boiling,  but  never 
putting  on  any  viands,  so  that  the  kitchen  machinery 
went  on  grinding  unceasingly,  with  no  contentment 


*  Saturday,  )farch  36. 

t  Aither  Helps,  author  of  **  Companions  of  my  Solitude,"  from  wliich^we 
^Qote._**  Claims  of  Labor.^  *' Friends  in  Council."  **  Fruits  of  Leisure,** 
and  other  works,  all  **  penraded  with  a  deep  and  intelligent  human  irUertst]'* 
4ttid  written  in  a  style  and  spirit  which  gire  them  a  rare  attractiTeness. 
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to  the  appetites  of  the  hungry.  No :  before  we  shall 
be  able  to  make  much  of  education,  the  highest 
among  us  must  take  larger  views  of  it,  and  not  sup- 
pose it  is  a  mere  definite  quantity  of  cultivation,  de- 
fined according  to  the  narrow  limits  of  the  fashions 
of  the  day." 

Again  he  says :  "  How  any  great  thoughts,  great 
poetry,  or  noble  song,  is  adverse  to  any  abuse  of  the 
passion8--even  that  which  seems  most  concerned 
with  the  passions.  For  all  that  is  great  in  idea,  that 
insists  upon  men's  attention,  does  so  by  an  appeal, 
expressed  or  implied,  to  the  infinite  within  him  and 
around  him.  In  general,  vice  seizes  hold,  not  of  the 
passionate,  so  much  as  of  the  cold  and  vacant  mind. 
On  this  account  education  and  cultivation  are  to  be 
looked  upon  as  potent  remedies.  The  heavy  plough- 
boy  who  lounges  along  in  that  listless  manner  has  a 
mind  which  moves  with  a  rapidity  that  bears  no  rela- 
tion to  that  outward  heaviness  of  his.  Thai  mind  will 
he  fed  ;  will  consume  all  about  it,  like  oxygen,  if  new 
thoughts  and  aspirations  are  not  given  it."  "  What  I 
mean  is  this — do  not  let  us  merely  teach  our  young 
people  to  read  and  write,  and  then  dropping  these 
young  people  at  the  most  dangerous  age,  provide  no 
amusements,  enable  them  to  carry  on  no  elevating 
pursuits,  throw  open  no  refinements  of  life  to  them, 
and  leave  them  to  the  pot-house  and  their  sordid 
homes." 

These  noble  and  generous  thoughts  have  found  a 
practical  application  in  the  legislation  of  our  Com- 
monwealth ;  always  the  pioneer  in  every  movement 
to  elevate  humanity;  and  to  you,  gentlemen  is  it 
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owing,  that  we  now  include  among  our  Public  Insti- 
tutions one  that  in  an  eminent  degree,  fulfills  the 
idea  so  eloquently  and  powerfully  set  forth. 

Our  Free  Public  Library  is  one  of  that  series  of  in- 
strumentalities which  the  people,  in  the  exercise  of  a 
clear  perception  of  their  wants  and  their  duties,  have 
ordained  to  exist,  as  the  means  of  an  enlightened 
culture,  and  for  the  attainment  of  that  moral  and  in- 
tellectual elevation  in  which  communities  and  in- 
dividuals are  to  find  happiness  and  safety. 

That  the  inhabitants  of  our  city  were  prepared  to 
embrace  the  opportunity  thus  created  for  Self-Culture, 
is  apparent  from  the  facts  before  stated.  The  num- 
ber who  have  visited  the  Library  is  unexpectedly 
and  encouragingly  large.  To  these  nothing  need  be 
said  to  induce  them  to  continue  their  attendance. 
They  have  found  both  pleasure  and  profit  by  a 
participation  in  the  advantages  it  affords. 

To  those  who  have  not  yet  availed  themselves  of 
this  pleasant  and  potent  means  of  recreation  and  en- 
joyment, the  trustees  would,  on  behalf  of  the  City 
Council,  extend  an  invitation  to  visit  the  library  and 
partake  of  its  benefits.  To  the  youth  of  our  city, 
especially,  are  the  rooms  of  our  library  recommended, 
as  a  place  of  pleasant  resort  and  agreeable  recreation ; 
and,  as  afibrding  the  most  valuable  aid  in  their  efforts 
after  improvement  and  self-culture.  Upon  its  shelves 
and  upon  its  tables  is  to  be  found  the  treasured  wis- 
dom of  the  past  and  the  present,  and  that  genial  and 
elevating  literature  which  gives  refreshment  to  the 
toilers  in  body  and  mind,  and  which  affords  valuable 
aid  in  the  great  work  of  forming  the  character  and 
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improving  the  heart  Pleasures  which  leave  no  sting 
behind  can  there  be  enjoyed ;  and  they  will  find,  as 
thousands  have  found  before  them,  that  a  sound 
growth,  in  all  that  constitutes  true  manliness  of  cha- 
racter, is  promoted  by  a.  devotion  of  a  portion  of  their 
time  to  healthy  intellectual  pursuits. 

Although  no  intimations  have  reached  the  trustees, 
that  the  Council  have  believed  that  any  unnecessary 
delay  has  taken  place  in  opening  the  library,  it  may 
not  be  improper  for  them  to  place  before  you  a  brief 
statement  of  their  labors,  that  you  may  be  satisfied 
that  the  work  has  been  carried  forward  as  fast  as  its 
nature  and  extent  would  permit 

The  time  required  to  prepare  the  room  for  the 
books,  and  the  books  for  the  people,  has  exceeded  the 
calculations  of  the  trustees.  But  more  time  has  been 
required  because  they  found  more  labor  to  be  per- 
formed. The  amount  of  labor  demanded  of  them 
was  found  to  be  much  greater  than  was  expected, 
when  they  entered  upon  the  duties  thev  were  called 
upon  to  discharge. 

In  the  work  of  organiadng  a  Pioneer  Listitution, 
like  our  Free  Public  Library,  but  little  aid  could  be 
obtained  from  the  labors  of  others.  No  such  institu- 
tion as  that  whose  first  report  is  now  submittied  to  the 
government  of  our  city,  has  ever  thrown  open  its 
doors  to  the  public  in  this  or  in  any  other  country. 
Ours  is  the  first  Free  Public  Library,  and  being  such, 
a  task  has  devolved  upon  the  trustees,  whose  difficulty 
and  magnitude  have  been  but  imperfectly  imder- 
stood  That  task  they  have  performed  according  to 
the  best  of  their  ability.    Had  it  been  assigned  to 
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others,  doubtless  it  might  have  been  performed  better 
and  quicker,  but  the  Trustees  find  no  reason  to  charge 
themselves  with  any  lack  of  zeal  or  industry  in  the 
discharge  of  the  important  trust  committed  to  them 
by  the  City  Council, 

It  was  not  until  some  time  in  November,  that  the 
rooms  now  occupied  by  the  Library  were  prepared 
for  its  reception.  Since  that  time  all  its  fixtures 
have  been  prepared,  and  its  furniture  provided.  Five 
thousand  five  hundred  volumes  of  books  procured 
from  the  Social  Library  have  been  each  carefully  ex- 
amined. More  than  four  hundred  volumes  have  been 
sent  to  the  binders,  finished  and  returned.  Between 
five  and  six  thousand  volumes  have  been  numbered, 
covered,  lettered,  stamped  and  labelled.  Rules  and 
Regulations  have  been  prepared  for  the  government 
and  guidance  of  the  Trustees,  the  Librarian,  the 
takers  of  books  and  the  visitors  to  the  rooms.  Forms 
have  been  prepared  to  facilitate  the  taking  and  ex- 
changing of  books.  Forms  for  blank-books  have  been, 
with  great  labor  arranged,  for  the  registry  of  the 
accessions  to  the  Library ;  for  a  journal  of  all  deliv- 
eries of  books  taken ;  and  a  record  of  the  names  of 
all  the  takers ;  and  the  several  books  manufactured 
and  received.  To  accomplish  all  this,  involved  an 
amount  of  labor,  but  little  understood  except  by  those 
who  have  been  engaged  in  similar  undertakings. 
The  Trustees  have  no  desire  to  magnify  either  the 
extent  or  importance  of  their  labors — they  are  only 
solicitous  that  those  who  have  delegated  to  them  this 
important  trust,  should  be  satisfied  that  they  have 
not^  either  through  indifference  or  neglect,  failed  to 
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come  up  to  that  measure  of  attention  and  eflfort  im- 
plied in  its  acceptance. 

The  Trustees  have  already  placed  before  the  pub- 
lic, an  abstract  of  the  rules  they  have  instituted  to 
regulate  the  taking  of  the  books  and  their  use  at 
the  Library  rooms.  By  a  reference  to  the  advertise- 
ment of  the  Trustees  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  founda- 
tion they  have  laid  for  the  use  of  the  Library  by 
those  for  whose  benefit  it  was  founded,  is  of  the  most 
liberal  and  comprehensive  character.  The  regular 
tions  for  the  use  of  the  books  and  other  property, 
both  in  and  away  from  the  library-room,  are  in  accor- 
dance with  the  all-embracing  principle  which  gov- 
erned the  legislature,  when  it  gave  the  sanction  of 
law  to  this  form  of  aiding  in  the  education  of  the 
people,  and  in  harmony  with  that  enlightened  muni- 
cipal action  which  gave  to  our  citizens  the  T)enefit  of 
the  statute.  A  library  has  been  opened  for  the  peo- 
ple, a  library  accessible  to  all ;  the  benefits  of  which, 
to  those  who  have  attained  to  a  suitable  age,  are  as 
free  as  the  highway  to  the  traveller,  as  the  public 
school  to  our  children  and  youth. 

With  a  plan  of  delivery,  and  use  thus  free  and 
comprehensive,  it  must  be  obvious  to  all,  that  the 
operations  of  the  library  can  only  be  sustained  by  a 
most  rigid  observance  of  the  rules  which  have  been 
made  for  its  government.  It  cannot  exist  for  any 
useful  purpose,  unless  there  shall  be  a  prompt  compli- 
ance on  the  part  of  all  who  visit  the  rooms  or  become 
takers  of  the  books,  with  the  rules  which  have  been 
established  for  the  safety  of  the  property  and  its  pro- 
fitable employment     The  rules  must  be  observed,  or 
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disorder,  decay  and  dissolution  will  soon  attend  upon 
this  enlightened  and  praiseworthy  eflbrt  to  open  to 
the  people  the  avenues  to  a  more  extensive  and  ge- 
nial culture.  The  property  belongs  to  the  city ;  it 
must  be  cared  for  and  preserved — in  its  use,  all  have 
equal  rights  which  will  be  infringed  upon,  if  any  fail 
promptly  to  return,  within  the  specified  time,  the 
books  they  may  have  taken.  Thus  it  will  be  seen 
that  there  is  a  double  responsibility  resting  upon  all 
who  visit  the  rooms  of  the  city  library  and  become 
takers  of  its  books*  The  trustees  would  earnestly 
and  confidently  express  the  hope,  that  this  responsi- 
biUty  will  be  deeply  felt,  and  that  every  one  will 
bear  in  mind,  that  the  institution  cannot  be  sustained, 
unless  there  shall  be  found  a  hearty  co-operation  on 
the  part  of  the  inhabitants,  in  the  enforcement  of 
the  regulations  which  have  been  instituted  for  its 
safe  and  profitable  management.  It  is  with  great 
pleasure  and  satisfaction  that  the  trustees  are  ena- 
bled to  state,  that  if  the  future  is  to  be  judged  by 
the  limited  experience  of  the  past,  on  this  account 
there  is  no  ground  for  apprehension.  Our  books 
have  been  carefully  used  and  promptly  returned,  and 
the  most  perfect  decorum  has  marked  the  conduct 
of  the  visitors  to  the  rooms. 

A  copy  of  the  rules  and  regulations  which  have 
been  prepared  by  the  trustees  for  the  government 
of  the  library  is  herewith  submitted,  making  a  part 
of  the  appendix  to  this  report.  The  trustees  would 
respectfully  express  the  hope,  that  they  will  meet 
the  approbation  of  the  members  of  the  Council. 
The  plan  of  management  has  been  prepared  with 
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much  labor,  and  no  pains  have  been  spared  to  render 
it  convenient  and  efficient.  But  they  would  again 
call  your  attention  to  the  fact,  that  they  have  de- 
rived but  little  assistance  from  the  labors  of  others. 
It  has  already  been  remarked,  that  ours  is  a  pioneer 
undertaking.  Such  being  the  case,  no  one  can  sup- 
pose that  the  labors  of  its  managers  in  framing  rules 
for  its  government  will  be  found  in  every  respect 
perfect.  Experience  will,  no  doubt,  show  the  neces- 
sity for  many,  it  may  be  for  important  modifications. 
Thus  far  they  have  met  all  the  exigencies  of  our  ex- 
perience, and  at  present  no  necessity  appears  to  exist 
for  a  change. 

Of  the  appropriations  which  have  been  made  by 
the  Council  for  the  establishment  and  maintenance 
of  the  library,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve  dollars  and  thirty-one  cents  have  been  ex- 
pended, leaving  a  balance  of  sixteen  hundred  and 
nineteen  dollars  and  twenty-four  cents  at  the  disposal 
of  the  trustees.  This  includes  the  whole  of  the  last 
appropriation  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  which  is  to 
be  exclusively  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  books. 
As  before  remarked,  preparations  have  already  been 
made  for  making  the  pin-chases  contemplated  by  this 
appropriation,  and  the  books  will  soon  be  added  to 
our  collection. 

An  abstract  of  the  expenditures  of  the  board  to 
this  date,  will  be  found  annexed. 

No  part  of  the  trustees'  duties  have  been  attended 
with  more  trouble  or  solicitude  than  the  selection  of 
a  room  for  the  accommodation  of  the  library.  Its 
situation  was  to  be  central,  and  its  arrangements  con- 
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venient,  while  at  the  same  time  the  preservation  of 
the  property  from  fire  was  a  subject  of 'much  anxiety. 
No  place,  combining  all  these  desirable  qualifications 
could  be  found ;  and  none  that  seemed  in  any  re- 
spect calculated  for  our  purpose  at  a  reasonable  rent, 
was  to  be  obtained. 

After  much  examination  and  delay,  an  arrange- 
ment was  made  with  Messrs.  Tappan  &  Chase  to  pre- 
pare  a  suit  of  rooms  expressly  for  our  use.  On  the 
first  of  Novegiber  they  were  ready.  They  occupy  a 
portion  of  the  second  story  of  Perkins'  building,  so 
called,  on  Union  Street,  near  Purchase,  and  are  both 
central  and  convenient.  They  were  obtained  on  a 
lease  of  three  years,  with  the  privilege  of  extending 
it  to  five,  at  a  yearly  rent  of  two  hundred  and  forty 
dollars.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  property  is,  in 
its  present  location,  greatly  exposed  to  destruction 
by  fire.  But  it  was  supposed  that  it  was  better  to 
meet  that  objection  by  a  policy  of  insurance,  than 
to  place  the  library  in  an  inconvenient  situation. 
Two  thousand  dollars  are  now  insured  on  the  pro- 
perty, and  the  sum  will  shortly  be  increased. 

It  gives  the  trustees  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to 
lay  their  first  report  before  the  Council  under  cir- 
cumstances of  So  much  encouragement.  Our  library 
has  become  one  of  the  Institutions  of  the  city,  and 
under  the  continued  patronage  of  the  city  govern- 
ment which  will  doubtless  be  extended  to  it,  it  is 
destined,  we  most  confidently  believe,  to  be  one  of 
the  most  popular  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  useful 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  J.  ROTCH,  Mayor,  Pre9't  Board  Trustees. 

A.  J.  PHIPP8,  8ccrettf]r.  Haicb  98, 1868. 
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APPENDIX. 


AN    ACT 

TO  AtrT*HORISE  CITIES  AND  TOWNS  TO  ESTABLISH  AND 

MAINTAIN  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES. 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  as  follows  : 

Section  1.  Any  city  or  town  of  this  Commonwealth 
is  hereby  authorized  to  establish  and  maintain  a  public 
library  within  the  same,  with  or  without  branches,  for  the 
use  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  to  provide  suitable 
rooms  therefor,  under  such  regulations  for  the  government 
of  said  library  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  prescribed  by 
the  City  Council  of  such  city,  or  the  inhabitants  of  such 
town. 

SEa2.  Any  city  or  town  may  appropriate  for  the 
foundation  and  commencement  of  such  library,  as  afore* 
said,  a  sum  not  exceeding  one*doUar  for  each  of  its  rata- 
ble polls,  in  the  year  next  preceding  that  in  which  such 
appropriation  shall  be  made ;  and  may  also  appropriate 
annually,  for  the  maintenance  and  increase  of  such  library, 
a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty-five  cents  for  each  of  its 
ratable  polls,  in  the  year  next  preceding  that  in  which 
such  appropriation  shall  be  made. 

Sec.  3.  Any  town  or  city  may  receive  in  its  corporate 
capacity  and  hold  and  manage,  any  devise,  bequest,  or 
donation,  for  the  establishment,  increase,  or  maintenance 
of  a  public  library  within  the  .same. 

[Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  24, 1851.] 


AN    ORDINANCE 

FOR  THE  ESTABLISHMENT  AND  GOVERNMENT  OF  A  FREiT 

PUBLIC  LIBRABT. 


Be  it  ordained  by  the   dtp   Council  of  the  city  of  New 
Bedford^  as  follows  : 

Sec.  1.  There  shall  annrratlly  be  chosen  by  the  City 
Council  in  convention,  by  ballot,  in  the  month  of  April, 
or  as  soon  after  as  may  be  convenient,  three  persons,  who,, 
together  with  the  Mayor,  President  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, and  the  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Public  Instruction  for  the  time  being,  shall  constitute 
a  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Ree  Public  Library  of  the 
city  of  New  Bedfcnrd,  who  shall  hold  their  office  for  the 
current  municipal  year,  and  until  others  are  chosen. 

Sec  2.  All  monies  now  or  hereafter  appropriated  for 
said  library  shall  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  said 
Trustees,  who  shall  have  full  power  to  expend  the  same 
in  the  purchsise  of  such  books  as  they  may  select,  and  in 
meeting  all  the  expenditures  for  the  establishment,  sup^ 
port  and  best  efficiency  of  said  Institution. 

Sec  3.  Said  Trustees  shall  have  full  power  to  appoint 
a  Librarian,  and  all  subordinate  officers  that  may  be 
deemed  by  them  expedient, — ^to  fix  the  salary  of  the  same, 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  appropriation  for  the  Library,  and 
the  same  to  remove  at  pleasure. 
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'Sec.  4.  They  shall  also  have  full  power  to  make  aay 
and  all  needfal  and  suitable  regulations  concerning  said 
Library  and  the  use  thereof^  subject  to  alteration  at  any 
time  by  vote  of  the  City  CoanciL 

Sec.  5.  Said  Trustees  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of 
March,  lay  before  the  City  Council  a  detailed  report  of 
their  doings  and  of  the  condition  of  the  Library. 


In  Common  Council,  August  9, 1852. 

Passed  to  be  ordained. 

MATTHEW  ROWLAND, 

President  of  the  Common  Council 


In  Board  op  Aldermen,  August  16, 1852. 
Passed  to  be  ordained 

WILLIAM  J.  ROTCH,  Mayor. 


.2 


COPY, 


OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  PROPRIETORS  OF  THE 

SOCIAL  LIBRARY  IN  RELATION  TO  THE  TRANSFER  OF 

THE  SAME  TO  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  BEDFORD. 


"  Whereas  under  the  authority  of  the  Laws  of  this 
Commonwealth,  the  City  Council  has  made  an  appropri- 
ation for  the  establishment  of  a  Public  Library,  and  it  is 
understood  to  be  the  intention  of  the  City  Government 
to  maintain  and  support  said  Public  Library  in  a  condi- 
tion creditable  to  the  city  and  useful  to  the  inhabitants, 
by  making  an  annual  appropriation  for  its  support, — and 

'  Whereas,  the  Proprietors  of  the  New  Bedford  Social 
Library  believe  that  the  purposes  for  which  this  Library 
was  established  will  now  be  best  promoted  by  placing  it 
at  the  disposal  of  the  City  Government,  to  be  made  a 
part  of  said  Public  Library,  therefore, 

Votedj  That  the  Directors  of  this  Library,  to  wit, 
Thomas  B.  White,  Thos.  A.  Greene,  and  John  F.  Emer- 
son, together  with  Oliver  Prescott  be,  and  they  hereby 
are,  authorised  to  transfer  and  convey  to  the  city  of  New 
Bedford  for  the  purposes  of  the  Public  Library,  all  the 
books,  pamphlets,  periodicals,  and  other  property  now  be- 
longing to  the  Proprietors  of  the  Social  Library — ^provi- 
ded, however,  that  no  such  transfer  shall  be  made  unless 
the  following  stipulations  shall  make  a  part  thereof,  and 
be  duly  set  forth  in  the  deed  of  conveyance  : 
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Ist  That  the  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars  be  paid  to 
the  Treasturer  of  the  Library ; — ^2d.  That  if  at  any  time 
after  the  transfer,  the  City  Grovemment  shaU  rejfuse,  or 
neglect,  to  support  and  maintain  the  Public  Labrary,  all 
the  books  and  other  property  then  remaining  in  the  po8« 
session  of  the  dty,  which  may  have  been  transferred  by 
virtue  of  these  proceedings,  shall  revert  back  to  the  Pro- 
prietors of  the  Social  Library,  their  successors  or  assigns, 
to  be  disposed  of  as  they  may  deem  proper  ;  3d.  That 
the  non-resident  proprietors  shall  be  permitted  to  use  the 
PubUc  Library,  with  the  same  privileges  as  the  citizens 
of  New  Bedford. 

N.  B.  S.  Library  Room,  July  26, 1852. 
A  true  copy. 

Attest :  EDWARD  PALES,  Clerk. 


EXPENDITURES  ON  ACCOUNT  OP  THE  FREE 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY  TO  MARCH  31, 1853. 

Books  and  Periodicals.  $902.53 
Fitting  up  room  and  furniture,  including 

rent  for  6  months,  to  May,  1853.  431.55 

Labor  covering  books,  including  paper,  ice  88.94 

Blank-books.  68.62 

Insurance  $2000  one  year.  63.37 

Coal,  gas,  cleaning,  &c.  26.96 

Removing  books.  17.50 

Personal  expenses  of  Trustees  and  Librarian.  12.84 

$1,612.31 


RULES  AND  REGULATIONS, 


THE  CITY  LIBRARY. 


RULES  AND  REGULATIONS  ESTABLISHED 
BY  THE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES. 


ABTICLE  I. 

The  Mayor  of  the  city  shall  be  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees. 

ABTICLE  n. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  shall  meet  on  the  first  Monday 
of  each  month. 

ABTICLE  m. 

In  the  absence  of  the  President,  a  presiding  officer  shall 
be  chosen  for  the  meeting. 

ABTICLE  IV. 
1 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  board,  after  the  adoption 
of  these  regulations,  and  thereafter  annually  in  the  month 
of  May  at  the  same  time  with  the  Standing  Committees, 
a  Clerk  shall  be  elected  by  ballot,  who  shall  be  a  memb^ 
of  the  board. 
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2 

Should  a  vacancy  occar,  it  shall  be  filled  at  the  first 
meeting  of  the  board  thereafter. 

3 

The  Clerk  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  the  proceedings  of 
the  Trustees,  and  shall  have  the  custody  of  all  papers  be- 
longing to  the  Trustees,  which  he  shall  keep  in  a  suitable 
trunk,  marked  "  City  Library," 

4 

Whenever  Special  Meetings  are  called,  all  members  of 
Uie  board  shall  be  notified  of  the  time  and  place  by  writ* 
ten  notice  sent  to  their  several  places  of  abode  by  the  City 
Messenger* 

5 
Should  the  President  be  absent  at  any  meeting,  the  Clerk 
shall  call  the  meeting  to  order,  and  preside  at  the  choice 
of  a  President  pro  tern, 

6 
The  President  shall,  when  requested  by  any  member  of 
the  board  in  writing,  call  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees,  and 
such  request  shall  state  the  object  for  which  the  meeting 
koalled 

7 
In  case  the  Clerk  shall  be  absent,  a  member  shall  be 
named  by  the  President  to  perform  his  duties,  and  the 
record  made  by  the  substitute  shall  be  signed  by  him  and 
placed  on  file,  and  a  copy  thereof  entered  by  the  Clerk  on 
the  records  of  the  board. 

ABTICLE  V. 

Ettiould  there  be  a  meeting  at  which  both  Pkesident  and 
Clerk  shall  be  absent,  any  member  may  call  the  meeting 
to  order  and  preside  while  a  president  pro  tern,  is  chosen. 
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ARTICLE  VI. 

The  Standing  Committees  of  the  board  shall  consist 
of  three  members,  and  shall  be  as  follows ; 

1.     On  the  library. 

2«     On  the  Building. 

3.     On  Accounts. 

1 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  the 
Labrary,  to  see  that  the  regulations  of  the  board  in  rela- 
tion to  the  books,  pamphlets,  periodicals,  &c.,  under  their 
charge,  are  strictly  complied  with. 

2 

To  purchase  all  books,  which  the  board  may  decide  to 
add  to  the  Library. 

3 

To  recommend  to  the  board,  from  time  to  time,  the 
purchase  of  such  books  and  a  subscription  to  such  peri- 
odicals, as  they  may  consider  it  advantageous  to  the  pub- 
lic to  have  added  to  the  library. 

4 
To  direct  in  the  relation  to  the  binding  of  books,  and 
the  preparation  of  books  of  the  library  for  circulation. 

5 
To  see  that  proper  books  and  forms  are  prepared  for  the 
use  of  the  Librarian  as  follows— 'to  wit : 

1.  A  catalogue  of  all  the  books  in  the  library : 

2.  A  record  of  aU  the  accessions  to  the  library,  either  of 
books,  pamphlets,  periodicals,  maps,  manuscripts,  pictures,  sta- 
tuary or  any  other  article ;  which  record,  under  the  date  of 
reception,  shall  sat  forth  the  following  &cts  in  relation  to  all 
such  accessions. 

I.  How  procured— by  parcbase,  stating  cost— donation—loan. 
S.  If  a  donation,  from  whom. 

3.  If  loaned,  on  what  condition. 
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4.  If  a  book,  or  pamphlet,  the  whole  title  page.  ' 

ft.  If  a  periodical,  its  designation  and  date. 

6.  tf  a  mannscript,  the  subject  and  name  of  writer. 

7.  The  number  by  which,  (if  a  book,)  it  is  to  be  designated  in  the  library, 
and  the  class  or  department  in  which  it  is  to  be  arranged  npon  the  shelves  of 
the  library  }  also  its  size. 

3.  A  LEDGER,  with  a  suitable  alphabet  for  entering  the  names 
of  all  persons  who  may  take  books  from  the  library  in  which,  in 
connection  with  the  names  of  such  persons,  shall  be  entered 
the  date  when  the  book  was  taken,  tho  number  of  the  book, 
the  date  of  its  return  and  the  amount  of  any  fine,  which  may 
have  been  incurred  for  a  violation  of  the  rules  of  the  board ; 
and  any  other  books  which  may  be  in  their  judgment  neces- 
sary for  the  preservation  of  the  library,  and  that  an  accurate 
knowledge  of  all  the  facts  oonnected  with  it,  may  be  at  all 
times  readily  obtained. 

6 
Annually,  in  the  month  of  January,  to  make  an  exam- 
ination of  the  library  and  report  to  the  board  its  existing 
condition;  giving  a  detailed  list  of  the  books  which  may 
be  missing,  and  to  whom,  if  entered  upon  the  ledger,  they 
were  severally  delivered,  and  setting  forth  any  other  facts 
in  relation  to  the  library  which  it  may  be  profitable  for 
trustees  to  be  made  acquainted  with. 

7 

1.  The  standing  committee  on  the  building,  shall  have 
charge  of  the  room  or  rooms  in  which  the  property  of  the 
library  is  contained. 

2.  They  shall  attend  to  the  lighting,  warming  and  ven- 
tilating the  rooms.  It  shall  be  their  duty,  in  connection 
with  the  Committee  on  the  library,  to  direct  in  relation  to 
all  fixtures  for  the  arrangement  of  the  books  and  for  the 
accommodation  of  visitors  to  the  rooms ;  and  they  shall 
take  all  such  nieasures  as  may  be  found  necessary  for  the 
preservation  of  the  books  and  other  property  of  the 
library. 
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8 

1.  The  committee  on  acconuts  shall  examine  all  bills 
brought  against  the  city  for  expenditures  connected  with 
ihe  li))rary.  They  shall  see  that  they  are  in  accordance 
with  the  votes  of  the  board  and  that  they  are  correctly 
stated.  No  bills  shall  be  allowed  by  the  board  that  shall 
not  in  the  first  place  have  been  examined  by  said  commit* 
tee,  and  approved  by  them  in  writing. 

2.  They  shall,  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose,  keep  a 
record  of  all  bills  approved  by  them,  and  shall,  whenever 
called  upon  by  the  board^make  a  statement  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  fond  at  its  disposal. 

ARTICLB  VO. 
1 

No  book  shall  be  purchased  without  the  authority  of 

the  board,  neither  shall  any  periodical  be  subscribed  for 

without  the  same  authority ;  and  before  any  book  which 

may  have  been  presented  to  the  library  shall  be  placed  on 

the  shelves  it  must  be  approved  by  the  board  at  a  regular 

meeting  thereof. 

2    , 

No  pamphlet,  picture  or  article  of  statuary  shall  be 

placed  in  the  rooms  of  the  library  until  it  shall  have  been 

examined  by  the  committee  on  the  library  and  approved 

by  them. 

ARTICLB  Vni. 

All  the  standing  committees  shall  be,  at  all  times,  under 
the  direction  and  control  of  the  board,  and  no  expenditure 
exceeding  twenty  dollars  shall  be  made  by  either  commit- 
tee, without  the  sanction  of  the  board  at  a  regular  meeting. 

ARTICLB  IX. 

The  standing  committees  shall  be  elected  immediately 
upon  the  adoption  of  these  rules  of  government,  and 
thereafter  annually  in  the  month  of  May,  at  the  same 
meeting  that  shall  be  appointed  for  the  choice  of  clerk ; 
but  vacancies  may  be  filled  at  any  regular  meeting*         j 
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ABTICLE  X. 

Annually  in  the  month  of  Febraary,  a  committee  shall 
be  appointed  to  prepare  the  annual  report  of  the  board 
of  trustees  to  the  city  government;  which  report,  after 
having  been  approved  by  the  board,  and  signed  by  the 
president  and  derk,  shall  be  entered  in  fall  upon  ihe  re- 
cord of  the  board  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  president 
to  be  laid  before  the  city  counciL 

ABTICLE  XL 

The  trustees  shall,  as  soon  affcer  the  adoption  of  these 
rules  as  may  be,  appoint  a  librarian,  and  fix  upon  the 
salary  to  be  allowed  that  officer. 

Thereafter,  annually,  in  the  month  of  May,  at  the  same 
meeting  when  the  standing  committees  and  clerk  shall  be 
chosen,  a  librarian  shall  also  be  elected,  who  shall,  how- 
ever, be  removable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  board. 

ABTICLB  Xn. 

1 

A  majority  of  the  members  of  the  board,  shall  be  a  quo- 
rum for  the  transaction  of  business;  but  any  number 
more  than  one,  may  adjourn  any  meeting. 

2 

All  committees  other  than  standing  committees  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  president. 

8 
Should  any  question  of  order  arise,  it  shall  be  decided 
by  the  president  in  accordance  with  the  usages  of  the 
board  of  aldermen  in  analagous  cases. 

ABTICLE  Xm. 

The  property  in  the  library  shall  always  be  kept  insured, 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  to  report  to  the  board, 
not  less  than  one  month  previous  to  the  time  of  the  expi- 
ration of  any  policy  held  by  the  trustees,  the  exact  time 
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when  said  policy  shall  expire,  and  to  cany  into  effect  the 
instructions  of  the  board  in  relation  to  the  renewal  of  the 
same 

ARTICLE  XIV. 

1 
It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  board  of  trustees  to  do  every 
thing  in  their  power  to  encourage  a  spirit  of  friendship 
and  liberality  among  our  citizens  towards  the  library. 

2 

They  shall,  in  such  manner  as  may  seem  to  them  best 
calculated  to  produce  the  desired  effect,  make  from  time 
to  time  appeals  to  the  public  in  its  behalf,  that  its  growth 
and  usefulness  may  be  promoted,  not  only  by  the  appro- 
priations of  the  municipal  government,  but  by  enlight- 
ened and  benevolent  Mends  of  knowledge,  morality  and 
reUgion. 

3 
A  record  shall  be  kept  of  all  donations  to  the  library ; 
and  in  the  annual  report,  honorable  mention  shall  be 
made  of  all  who  have  in  any  way  contributed  to  its 
means.  Donations  in  money  shall  be  disposed  of  in  the 
manner  designated  by  the  donors,  if  not  inconsistent  with 
the  purposes  of  the  library,  and  all  books  purchased  by. 
means  thus  provided,  shall  be  'marked  in  a  conspicuous 
manner  with  the  names  of  the  individuals  by  whose  libi- 
erality  they  have  been  placed  upon  the  catalogue. 

4 
All  books  presented  to  the  library  shall  haye  the  name 
of  the  donor  conspicuously  placed  upoa  them.. 

ARTICLE  XV. 

The  following  regulations  shall  be  established  for  the 
admission  of  the  public  to  the  library,  and  the  circulation 
of  the  books  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  city. 

3 
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LIBRARY  REGULATIONS. 

1 
The  library  shall  be  opened  every  day,  Sundays,  the 
Fourth  of  July,  Fast  Day,  Thanksgiving  Day,  Christmas 
and  New  Year's  day,  excepted. 

2 

The  rooms  shall  be  opened  from  April  to  August  inclu- 
sive from  eight  o'clock,  a.  m.  to  one  o'clock,  p.  m. — and 
from  three  o'clock  to  six  o'clock,  and  from  seven  o'clock 
io  nine  o'clock,   p.  m. 

During  the  other  months  of  the  year,  they  shall  be 
opened  from  ten  o'clock,  a.  m.  to  one  p.  m.,  and  from  three 
to  six  and  from  seven  to  nine  o'clock,  p.  m. 

3 
All  persons  resident  in  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  and  all 
non-resident  proprietors  of  the  New  Bedford  Social  Li- 
brary at  the  date  of  its  transfer  to  the  city,  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  the  privileges  of  the  library ;  subject,  however,  to 
the  operation  of  the  regulations  provided  for  its  govern- 
ment. 

4 
All  persons  sixteen  years  of  age  or  upwards  shall  have 
the  right  to  enter  the  library  rooms  during  the  hours  above 
designated,  and^f  reading  any  books  which  are  contained 
upon  its  shelves,  or  any  periodical  placed  upon  the  tables. 
No  conversation  above  a  whisper  shall  be  aUowed  in 
the  room  or  rooms  devoted  to  reading. 

5 

All  persons  who  may  wish  4x)  examine  or  peruse  a  book 
at  the  library,  shall  enquire  for  the  same  of  the  librarian 
who  shall  procure  it  for  him ;  and  no  person  except  mem- 
bers of  the  board  of  trustees  shall  be  allowed  to  remove 
books  from  their  places  upon  the  shelves,  except  at  the 
discretion  of  the  libi^iian. 
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6 
Visitors  to  the  library,  shall  be  required  to  return  all 
periodicals  and  papers  they  may  take  from  their  respective 
places,  and  shall  not  be  allowed  to  mutilate  or  in  any  way 
deface,  any  book,  pamphlet,  periodical  or  other  property 
belonging  to  the  library^ 

7 
No  periodical  or  pamphlet  shall  be  taken  from  the 
library  until  bound  and  placed  upon  the  shelves ;  anid  n6 
newspaper,  bound  or  unbound,  shall  be  removed  therefrom. 

8 

No  book  or  port-folio,  having  a  particular  place  pre- 
pared for  its  examination  by  reason  of  its  bulk,  shall  jbe 
removed  from  such  place  without  the  permission  of  the 
librarian. 

9 

Should  any  person  having  the  privilege  of  visiting  the 
rooms  of  the  library,  violate  the  regulations  which  may 
be  instituted  for  securing  the  safety  of  the  city  property 
and  the  profitable  use  of  the  same  l»y  those  who  visit  them  • 
for  study  and  improvement,  he  ar  she,  if  they  repeat  the 
offence  after  a  remonstrance  *om  the  librarian,  shall  be 
denied  entrance  to  the  rooirts  during  the  pleasure  of  the 

board. 

10 

The  names  of  ail  such  persons  shall  be  immediately 
communicated  by  the  librarian  to  the  standing  committee 
on  the  library,  and  their  decision  upon  each  case  shall  be 
conclusive,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  trustees  shall  be  made 
known.  At  each  meeting  of  the  board,  said  committee 
shall  lay  before  the  trustees  all  such  cases  for  their  action 
thereupon. 

11 

The  books  of  the  library  shall  be  divided  by  the  tn^ 
tees  into  three  classes : 
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1.  Books  for  perasal  at  the  room  and  for  circulation. 

2.  Books  for  pernsal  at  the  rooms  only. 

2.  Books  for  perusal  by  permbsiou  of  the  trustees  only. 

12 

Books  of  the  first  class  shall  all  be  covered  with  thick 
paper  previous  to  their  being  taken  from  the  library,  hav^ 
ing  the  title  and  number  plainly  written  on  the  back. 

New  books  of  this  class  shall  not  be  taken  from  the 
library  until  they  have  been  examined  by  the  committee 
on  the  library,  and  with  reference  to  such,  the  following 
arrangements  may  be  made  : 

1.  They  may  be  kept  in  a  section  of  the  library  by  them- 
selves. 

2.  They  may  be  kept  in  the  library  a  limited  time,  after  their 
introdactioQ. 

3.  The  tiine,  they  may  be  retained,  by  those  who  take  them, 
may  be  less,  thi^u,  it  is  for  the  books  generally. 

€.  When  the  tiue  allowed  for  the  retention  of  a  book  is  thus 
restricted,  the  fact  shvll  be  conspicuously  marked  on  the  cover. 

5.  Takers  may  be  restricted  from  re  taking  such  books  until 
all  other  applicants  for  the  same  shall  have  been  served. 

13 
All  books,  pamphlets,  manuscripts  and  pictures  belong' 
ing  to  the  library,  shall  be  plainly  marked  with  the  words 

«  NEW  BEDFORD  CITY  LIBRARY," 

and  the  number  of  each  book  shall  be  written  on  the  in- 
side of  each  cover. 

14 
All  persons  having  the  right  to  the  use  of  the  books  df 
the  library,  may  take  therefrom  any  book  belonging  to  thB 
circulating  department,  subject  to  the  following  regula- 
tions and  restrictions : 

1.  One  volume  only  shall  be  taken  at  the  same  time,  and  no 
other  delivered  until  the  first  is  returned. 
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2.  Any  book  taken  from  the  library  may  be  kept  out  two 
weeks. 

15 

No  variation  shall  be  made  in  the  regulations,  as  to  the 
time  daring  which  books  may  be  retained,  except  with 
reference  to  new  books;  and  with  regard  to  such,  the 
standing  committee  may,  if  they  think  proper,  keep  them 
in  the  library  for  a  limited  time,  not  to  exceed  one  month, 
and  may,  at  their  discretion,  limit  the  time  they  may  be 
kept  by  the  takers,  during  the  first  six  months. 

16 
Any  book  may  be  re-taken,  provided  no  application  has 
been  made  for  the  same  by  another  person  and  the  libra- 
rian requested  to  make  a  record  of  the  application. 

17 

No  book  shall  be  taken  from  or  returned  to  the  shelves 
but  by  the  librarian  or  his  assistants,  except  as  provided 
in  the  fifth  sub-division  of  this  article,  and  all  books  re- 
turned to  or  used  in  the  library,  shall  be  placed  upon  a 
table,  that  they  may  be  examined  by  the  librarian  pre- 
vious  to  their  being  replaced  in  proper  order  and  condi- 
tion upon  the  shelves. 

18 

Every  book  shall  be  returned  in  good  order,  regard  be-* 
ing  had  to  the  reasonable  wear  thereof. 

19 
To  secure  the  library  against  loss  and  injury,  and  to  all 
entitled  to  its  privileges,  an  equal  share  in  its  benefits,  the 
following  fines  and  forfeitures  shall  be  incurred  by  all  who 
violate  its  regulations. 

1.  For  retaining  a  book  beyond  the  time  limited  by  the  regu- 
lations as  follows  : 

For  a  folio,  four  cents  a  day. 
For  a  quarto,  three  cents  a  day. 
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For  an  octavo,  two  cents  a  day. 

For  all  smaller  books,  one  cent  a  day. 

2.  For  injuring  a  book,  the  actual  loss  sustained  by  the  library 
by  such  injury. 

3.  For  the  loss  of  a  book,  the  actual  damage  sustained  by  the 
Jibrary  ;  provided,  however,  that  if  the  book  lost  or  injured  be 
one  of  a  set,  the  person  accountable  may  replace  the  broken  set 
by  one  that  is  complete,  and  receive  the  remaining  volumes  a& 
his  property. 

4.  The  expense  of  sending  for  a  book  when  retained  beyond 

the  allowed  period. 

20 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  librarian,  within  four  days 

after  the  time  has  expired  allowed  for  the  retention  of  a 

book  from  the  library,  to  send  for  the  same  in  such  maa- 

ner  as  he  may  think  proper,  at  the  charge  of  the  person 

thus  improperly  retaining  the  book  in  his  possession. 

21 

The  standing  committee  on  the  library  shall,  in  all  cases^ 
decide  questions  relating  to  the  damage  sustained  by  the 
library  by  the  loss  or  injury  of  books,  and  their  decision 
shaill  be  final. 

22 

Any  book  kept  out  more  than  eight  weeks  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  lost;  and  the  person  accountable  shall  pay  for 
the  same,  and  all  fines  due  for  retaining  it  beyond  the  al- 
lowed period. 

23 

Bverj  volume  taken  firom  the  library,  shall  be  d^vered 
by  ^e  librarian^  who  shall,  previous  to  its  delivery,  enter 
the  same  by  its  nimiber,  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose^ 
which  entry  shall  designate  the  name  of  the  person  taking 
the  book,  the  date  of  delivery  and  return,  together  with 
all  fines  and  forfeitures  of  every  description. 

24 
Every  book  intended  for  circulation,  shall  have  a  label  - 
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conspicuously  pasted  upon  the  cover,  which  shall  set  forih 
the  regulations  of  the  library  in  relation  to  the  time  it 
may  be  retained,  the  fines  for  a  violation  of  the  rules  in 
that  respect,  the  penalties  for  losing  or  injuring  the  bdoks 
or  other  property  of  the  library,  and  any  other  information 
that  the  standing  committee  may  think  proper,  (in  this 
way,)  to  render  familiar  to  the  public. 

ARTICLE  XVI. 

LIBRARIAN. 

1 

The  librarian  shall,  as  the  representative  of  the  trustees, 
have  charge  of  all  the  books  and  other  property  of  the 
library. 

2 

He  shall  maintain  order  in  the  rooms,  and  see  that  all 
the  regulations  and  instructions  of  the  trustees  are  fol- 
lowed, and  the  books,  pamphlets,  &c.,  of  the  library  are 
kept  in  good  order,  and  arranged  in  accordance  with  the 
plan  given  him  by  the  trustees  for  his  guidance. 

3 

The  librarian  shall,  either  by  himself  or  by  his  assis- 
tants, (such  assistants  having  been  approved  by  the  stand- 
ing committee  on  the  library,  who  shall  not,  however,  serve 
as  such,  more  than  four  consecutive  weeks  without  the 
approbation  of  the  board,)  attend  at  the  library  during  the 
tiriie  appointed  for  the  lise  of  the  rooms  by  the  public,, 
ttid  shall  perform  all  the  duties  in  relation  to  the  care  of 
the  rooms  and  the  delivery  and  reception  of  books,  set 
forth  in  these  regulations. 

4 

It  shall  be  considered  his  duty  not  only  to  do  this,  but 
he  shall,  under  the  direction  of  the  trustees,  keep  all  such 
records  as  they  may  fix  upon  as  required  by  the  good  of 
fte  institution.     He  shall  cover,  or  cause  to  be  covered,  all 
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the  books  belonging  to  the  circulating  department  of  the 
library,  and  shall  as  soon  as  may  be,  prepare  a  catalogue, 
fall  and  complete,  of  all  the  books  and  pamphlets  it  may 
contain. 

5 
At  every  monthly  meeting  of  the  trustees,  he  shall  place 
before  them  a  statement  of  any  facts  in  relation  to  the 
affairs  of  the  library  that  he  may  consider  it  important  for 
them  to  know,  and  he  shall  particularly  lay  before  them. 

1.  A  list  of  all  books  not  in  the  library  which  have  been 
caUed  for  duiing  the  next  preceding  calender  month,  showing 
the  number  of  applications  made  for  each  book. 

2.  A  list  of  the  names  of  all  persons  having  the  right  of  en- 
tering the  library  rooms  who  have,  while  there,  refused  to  con- 
duct themselves  in  accordance  with  the  rules  of  the  institution, 
with  the  character  of  the  offence  of  each. 

3.  A  list  of  all  persons,  who  during  the  next  preceding  calen- 
der month,  have  subjected  themselves  to  either  fine  or  forfeiture 
by  a  violation  of  the  regulations  in  relation  to  the  time  of  keep* 
ing  out  books  or  the  injury  or  loss  of  the  same. 

I 

6 

The  librarian  shall  be  allowed  for  his  services,  four  hun- 
dred dollars  per  annum,  payable  quarterly,  and  no  allow- 
ance shall  be  made  for  the  services  of  assistants  or  for 
extra  labor,  unless  by  a  vote  of  the  board  upon  each  spe- 
cial claim  therefor. 

7 

He  shall  in  accordance  with  any  general  regulation  or 
any  special  direction  of  the  board,  take  all  such  steps  as 
may  be  required  to  collect  the  fines  and  forfeitures  of  the 
takers  of  bboks,  and  shall  keep  in  his  custody  all  pledges 
or  deposits  which  may,  in  accordance  with  the  regulations 
of  the  board,  be  received  from  those  who  may  have  taken 
books  from  the  library. 

8 

He  shall  if  required  by  the  trustees,  give  bond  with  suf- 
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ficient  sureties,  in  such  sum  as  may  be  considered  reason- 
able for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office. 

9 
He  shall  be  accountable  to  the  trustees,  for  all  the  pro- 
perty entrusted  to  his  care,  and  shall  abide  by  their  deci- 
sion in  all  cases,  where  books  or  other  property  may  be 
injured  or  missing,  as  to  the  degree  of  the  responsibility 
incurred  by  him  in  each  case. 

ARTICLE  XVIL 

Regulations  for  the  security  of  the  rights  of  the  inhabi- 
tants and  the  property  of  the  city. 

1 
The  character  of  the  institution  for  whose  profitable 
management  provision  is  made  in  these  regulations,  de- 
mands that  the  rule  of  admission  to  its  privileges  should 
be  as  comprehensive  as  possible. 

2 
At  the  same  time  the  usefulness,  and  it  may  be  added 
the  very  existence  of  the  library  depends  upon  the  recog- 
nition and  enforcement  of  such  a  degree  of  responsibility 
on  the  part  of  those  who  are  entrusted  with  the  property 
of  the  city  contained  in  the  library,  as  shall  insure  its  care- 
ful use  and  its  prompt  and  safe  return. 

3 
All  adult  residents  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  shaU  be 
entitled  to  the  privilege  of  taking  books  from  the  library. 

4 
They  may  be  taken  by  such  residents  in  person,  or  by 
written  order,  which  order  shall  designate  the  individual 
who  is  to  receive  the  book,  and  it  shall  be  delivered  to  no 
other  person — ^provided,  however,  that  no  general  order 
shall  be  given  except  to  a  minor,  who  shall  be  a  resident 
of  the  city — such  order  may  be  either  particular  or  gen- 
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end — ^for  one  volume,  or  to  deliver  books  for  a  period  of 
time ;  bnt  no  general  order  shall  extend  over  a  period  of 
more  than  twelve  months ;  and  all  such  orders  shall  ex- 
pire on  the  thirtieth  day  of  April  of  each  year,  and  shall 
be  considered  as  cancelled  upon  the  itemoval  of  either  of 
the  parties  from  the  city,  or  a  non-compliance  of  either 
with  the  regulations  of  the  library. 

5 
The  order  which  may  be  given  for  books,  shall  recog- 
nize the  liability  of  the  drawer  for  all  acts  of  the  person 
in  whose  favor  the  order  may  be  given,  and  shall  be  in 
such  form  as  shall  be  prepared  by  the  standing  committee 
on  the  library  and  approved  by  the  trustees. 

6 
Every  person  who  takes  a  book  from  the  library  shall 
sign  a  receipt  therefor,  in  such  form  as  shall  be  prepared 
by  the  standing  committee  on  the  library,  and  approved 
by  the  board ;  which  receipt  shall  contain  a  statement  of 
the  number  and  value  of  the  volume  taken,  and  shall  re- 
cognize the  obligation  of  the  taker  to  comply  with  all  the 
mles  and  regulations  of  the  library. 

7 

But  one  book  can  be  taken  out  by  any  person  at  a  time, 
except  under  certain  circumstances  hereafter  to  be  men- 
tioned. 

8 

feefore  any  inhabitant  shall  be  allowed  to  take  a  book 
from  the  library,  he  or  she  shall  enter  into  an  engagement 
in  such  form  as  shall  be  prepared  by  the  standing  com- 
mittee on  the  library  and  approved  by  the  trustees,  recog- 
nizing in  the  most  ample  manner  their  obligation  to  com- 
ply with  all  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  trustees  .fbr 
the  management  of  the  library ;  to  pay  all  fines  whidi 
may  be  incurred  for  retaining  books  beyond  the  allowed 
period — ^to  make  good  any  damage   sustained  by  the 
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library  by  reason  of  injury  to  any  book  or  other  property 
of  the  institution  while  in  their  possession — to  indemnify 
the  city  for  any  loss  by  a  failure  to  return  to  the  library 
any  book  which  may  be  taken  therefrom — and  to  be  in 
the  fullest  manner  responsible  for  the  acts  of  all  persons 
who  may,  either  by  assignment  or  otherwise,  stand  in  their 
places  as  takers  of  books  from  the  library  or  as  users  of 
the  property  of  the  city  at  the  librai^  rooms : — it  being 
the  object  and  extent  of  such  engagement  to  create  and 
Tecognize  a  legal  pecuiiiary  obligation  from  such  inhabi- 
tant to  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  when  by  the  operation 
erf  the  regulation  instituted  by  the  trustees  for  the  govern* 
ment  and  safety  of  the  library,  a  claim  shall  arise  which 
in  the  judgment  of  the  trustees  involves  a  pecuniary  for- 
iieiture.  And  such  engagement  shall  further  set  forth  the 
assent  of  all  such  inhabitants  to  such  regulations  as  may 
be  instituted  by  the  trustees  for  the  orderly  and  profitable 
management  of  the  library,  and  a  willingness  to  abide  by 
their  decision  in  all  cases  where  questions  may  arise  as  to 
the  proper' construction  to  be  put  upon  a  rule  or  as  to  the 
application  of  authority  on  the  part  of  the  board  or  of 
officers  appointed  by  them  and  acting  under  their  author- 
ity. Provided^  however j  that  nothing  contained  in  this  or 
any  other  rule  or  regulation  instituted  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  library,  shall  take  from  the  trustees  the  right 
to  exercise  their  discretion  as  to  the  propriety  of  granting 
the  request  of  any  person  who  may  make  an  application 
to  take  books  from  the  library. 

9 
No  written  engagement  shall  be  required  from  any  in- 
habitant as  a  condition  for  the  privilege  of  visiting  the 
rooms,  reading  the  books  and  participating  in  all  the  ad- 
vantages to  be  derived  from  the  use,  in  accordance  with 
the  regulations,  of  the  means  of  recreation,  study,  and 
improvement  there  collected ;  but  it  shall  be  considered 
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as  a  fundamental  principle  in  the  management  of  the 
library,  that  all  the  residents  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford 
of  sixteen  years  of  age  and  upwards,  shall  have  the  right 
with  no  other  restriction  but  an  implied  engagement  to 
observe  all  the  rules  of  the  government  of  the  institution, 
freely  to  participate  in  all  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  a  careful  use,  at  the  library-rooms,  of  whatever  may 
be  there  gathered  for  the  public  benefit 

But  such  right  to  the  use  of  the  public  property  con- 
tained in  the  library,  shall  confer  no  right  to  its  use  any 
where  but  at  the  library-rooms :  and  any  person  taking 
from  the  room  any  book,  pamphlet,  periodical,  manuscript, 
picture,  or  any  other  article  belonging  to  the  library  or 
within  the  custody  of  those  who  have  been  entrusted  with 
its  care  and  management,  without  the  knowledge  and 
consent  of  the  librarian,  will  be  considered  as  having  un- 
warrantable possession  of  the  same,  and  as  liable  to  the 
application  of  a  legal  process  for  its  recovery. 

10 
All  residents  of  the  city  between  the  ages  of  sixteen 
and  twenty-one  years,  and  all  residents  of  legal  ability  to 
enter  into  the  engagements  required  by  the  provisions  of 
the  eighth  sub-division  of  the  seventeenth  article,  who 
may  be  unwilling  thus  to  bind  themselves  to  a  compli- 
ance with  the  regulations  of  the  library,  may  take  books 
therefrom  upon  the  following  conditions. 

1.  Minors,  sixteen  years  of  age  and  upwards,  may  receive 
books  upon  the  order  of  any  inhabitant,  as  set  forth  in  the  fourth 
sub-division  of  the  seventeenth  article. 

2.  All  persons,  miners  included,  upon  making  a  deposit  in 
money,  of  a  sum  equal  iu  value  to  the  book  taken,  including 
the  amount  of  any  fines  for  which  the  taker  may  be  liable,  at 
the  time,  when,  in  accordance  with  the  twenty-second  sub  di- 
vision of  the  fifteenth  article  of  the  library  regulations,  the  book 
shall  be  considered  as  lost.    If,  at  the  expiration  of  the  time  for 
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which  the  book  taken  is  allowed  to  be  kept  it  shall  not  be  re« 
tamed,  the  money  deposited  shall  be  considered  as  forfeited  to 
the  Dse  of  the  library,  and  shall  not  be  restored,  except  at  the 
discretion  of  the  standing  committee  on  the  library  upon  the . 
restoration  of  the  volume  and  the  payment  of  all  the  library 
dues  of  every  description. 

3.  All  persons  who  may  deposit  with  the  librarian  any  book, 
or  books,  or  any  other  article  which  it  may  be  thought  desira- 
ble and  proper  to  add  to  the  library  as  a  permanent  acquisition, 
which  shall  be  considered  by  the  standing  committee  on  the 
blmiry  as  of  equal  value  to  the  sum  of  money  that  would  be 
required  for  a  deposit  were  the  book  taken  out  under  the  prece* 
diDg  regulation  ;  which  book,  or  books,  or  other  article  shall  be 
considered  in  like  manner  forfeited  to  the  library,  and  declared 
to  be  the  property  of  the  city  subject  to  the  discretion  of  the 
standing  committee  on  the  Hbrary  as  to  their  return  upon  the 
restoration  of  the  book  taken  and  the  payment  of  all  fines  and 
ex|)euse8. 

4.  No  property  of  the  foregoing  description  shall  be  taken  en 
pledge  from  a  minor,  unless  accompanied  with  a  written  declar- 
ation from  a  parent,  guardian,  master  or  mistress  or  employer, 
stating  the  fact  of  their  consent  to  such  deposit,  and  their  wil- 
lingness that  it  should  be  forfeited  to  the  use  of  the  library 
under  the  operation  of  the  regulations. 

5.  All  books  or  other  articles  thus  left  upon  pledge;  shall  re- 
main two  days  in  the  custody  of  the  libmrian  before  any  book 
shall  be  taken  by  the  depositor,  that  the  standing  committee  on 
the  library  may  have  an  opportunity  to  examiue  the  same,  and 
affix  thereunto  such  a  value  as  shall  be  considered  proper. 

6.  Should  the  book  taken  by  any  depositor  of  money  or  pro- 
perty, belong  to  a  work  of  more  than  one  volume,  the  value  of 
the  deposit  required  shall  be  sufficient  to  cover  all  loss  of  every 
description  which  the  city  would  be  liable  should  it  not  be  re- 
tamed,  and  in  estimating  such  loss,  from  the  value  of  the  whole 
set,  together  with  all  fines  and  expenses,  shall  be  deducted  the 
set  with  one  of  its  volumes  lost,  or  so  damaged  as  to  be  unfit 
for  use  J  it  being  understood,  that  the  provision  set  forth  in  the 
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third  section  of  the  twenty-ninth  sub-division  of  the  fifteenth 
article  shall  be  applicable  in  all  such  cases.* 

7.  For  all  money  or  other  property  thus  deposited,  the  libra* 
rian  shall  give  to  the  depositor  a  memorandum  in  such  form  as 
the  standing  committee,  with  the  approbation  of  the  trustees 
shall  direct,  setting  forth  the  amount  of  the  money,  or  if  in  pro- 
perty its  value  in  money,  thus  deposited,  which  memorandum 
shall  contain  a  condition  for  its  restoration  when  the  obligation 
it  was  intended  to  meet  shall  no  longer  exist.  An  account  of 
all  such  deposits  shall  be  kept  by  the  libmrian  in  a  book  kept 
for  that  purpose,  and  he  shall  every  day  lay  before  the  standing 
committee  all  deposits  of  books  requiring  a  valuation  by  them. 

8.  All  books  thus  pledged,  shall  be  considered  as  special 
deposits,  and  shall  be  placed  in  a  part  of  the  library  distinct  by 
themselves ;  and  no  such  book  shall  be  taken  from  the  libmry 
or  used  by  any  of  the  visitors  thereof.  Other  articles  deposited 
shall  be  kept  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  most  convenient ;  and 
it  shall  be  understood  that  by  receiving  any  such  deposit  no 
obligation  is  created  on  the  part  of  the  city  beyond  a  reasona- 
ble and  proper  care  of  the  same  by  those  wko  shall  have  the 
charge  of  the  library. 

11 
No  person  shall  be  allowed  to  use  any  book  or  periodi- 
cal belonging  to  the  city  library  either  in  the  library  or  out 
of  it,  who  shall  not  have  paid  all  sums  which  may  be  due 
from  him  or  her  for  fines  or  forfeitures  or  assessed  dama- 
ges for  injury  or  loss. 

ARTICLE  XVra. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  trustees,  when  any  person 
under  the  operation  of  these  regulations  shall  have  be- 
come indebted  to  the  city,  to  take  all  proper  measures  for 
the  settlement  of  the  demand. 

ARTICLE  XIX. 

Strangers  visiting  the  city,  may  have  access  to  the 
library-rooms  and  to  the  books,  &c,  therein  contained, 
upon  the  introduction,  either  personally  or  in  writing  of 
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cither  of  the  trustees  or  a  member  of  either  branch  of  the 
City  Council,  and  such  introduction  shall  entitle  such 
visitors  to  the  use  of  books,  &c.,  at  the  library-rooms  for 
the  period  of  four  weeks  from  and  after  its  date,  in  accor- 
dance with  the  rules  of  the  library. 

ARTICLE  XX. 

The  standing  committee  of  the  library,  may,  upon  the 
application  of  any  responsible  individual,  permit  such 
individual,  for  a  limited  time,  to  have  the  use,  either  in, 
or  out  of  the  library,  of  any  books  which  it  may  contain. 

ARTICLE  XXI. 

These  rules  and  regulations  may  be  amended  by  the 
votes  of  four  members  at  any  meeting  of  the  trustees ; 
but  no  such  amendment  shall  be  made  unless  at  the  meet- 
ing next  preceding,  the  proposed  amendment  shall  have 
been  read,  and  entered  upon  the  records,  and  information 
given  by  the  clerk,  in  the  words  of  the  record  of  the 
change  proposed,  to  every  member  of  the  board. 
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T^o  the  Hdayar  and  Aldermen^  and  the  Common  Council    ^^ 

of  the  City  of  New  Bedford : 

Gentlemen  : 

In  the  Fifth  Section  of  the  Ordinance  for  the  establish- 
ment and  government  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  it  is 
provided,  that  the  Trustees  shall  annually,  in  the  month 
of  March,  lay  before  the  City  Council  a  detailed  Report 
of  their  doings  and  of  the  condition  of  the  Library. 

In  accordance  with  this  regulation,  the  Trustees  of 
the  New  Bedford  Free  Public  Library  now  present  to 
tlie  constituted  authorities  of  the  city  their  Second 
Annual  Report. 

When  the  First  Report  of  the  board  was  laid  before 
the  City  Council,  the  Library  had  been  but  three  weeks 
in  operation.  But  in  that  brief  period,  most  encour- 
aging evidence  had  been  given  that  the  institution  pro- 
mised to  be  useful  and  popular.  Li  that  Report  the 
Trustees  say,  "  the  evidence  that  the  institution  has  met 
a  great  public  want,  and  that  its  establishment  is  in  a 
high  decree  satisfactory  to  the  people,  is  ample  and 

gratifying." 

10 
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"  The  Library  has  been  opened  to  the  public  twenty- 
one  days.  During  that  short  period,  one  thousand  five 
^hundred  and  ninety-one  books  have  been  taken  from 
the  Library,  by  seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine  individ- 
uals. At  all  hours  of  the  day,  and  especially  in  the 
evening,  our  tables  are  surrounded  by  quiet  and  inter- 
ested readers.  A  striking  and  delightfiil  feature  of  our 
operations,  is  the  lai^e  number  of  females  who  visit  the 
rooms  both  as  takers  of  our  books  and  readers  of  our 
periodicals.  Nearly  one-half  of  the  names  upon  our 
books  are  those  of  females.  The  convenient  location 
of  the  Library,  the  liberality  of  its  arrangements,  and 
the  quiet  and  decorum  which  pervade  the  place,  have 
attracted  thither  that  class  of  the  population  which 
has  hitherto  seldom  been  found  visiting  our  public 
libraries." 

It  gives  the  present  managers  of  the  Library  much 
pleasure  to  be  able  to  state,  that  the  hopes  and  expeo- 
tations  set  forth  in  the  forgoing  extract  from  the  Re- 
port of  their  predecessors  have  been  fully  realized.  The 
promises  excited  by  the  three  weeks  experience  which 
they  communicated,  have  been  fully  realized  by  the 
results  of  the  twelve  months  operations  which  we  now 
lay  before  you. 

During  the  year,  ending  March  3d,  there  have  been 
taken  &om  the  Library  twenty^4wo  thousand  six  hundred 
and  seven  volumes^  by  twenty-three  hundred  and  seventy' 
three  different  takers. 

The  other  encouraging  and  inteiestmg  facts  and  feap 
tures  which  the  brief  experience  of  the  former  board 
allowed  them  to  communicate,  our  more  extended  and 
enlarged  proceedings  permit  us  to  re-affirm  with  con- 
fidence and  satisfaction. 

Our  rooms  continue  to  be  the  resort,  not  only  of  die 
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**  takers,"  but  also  of  the  readers  of  our  books ;  and  the 
choice  periodicals  which  are  found  upon  our  tables  are 
attracting  thither  a  large  number  of  our  population, 
particularly  the  young. 

The  proportion  of  females  who  avail  themselves  of 
this  new  and  most  welcome  source  of  rational  recreation, 
and  of  mental  and  moral  improvement,  continues  to  be 
large. 

It  is  a  most  gratifying  fact,  and  one  that  is  highly 
creditable  to  the  inhabitants  of  our  city,  that  during  the 
year,  no  indecorum,  no  breach  of  the  rules  for  main- 
taining order,  quiet,  and  neatness  in  the  rooms,  have 
interfered  with  their  pleasant  and  profitable  use  by  any 
portion  of  our  people. 

With  much  anxiety,  with  some  distrust,  and  with  a 
deep  sense  of  the  great  importance  belonging  to  the 
robject,  our  predecessors  in  office  directed  your  atten- 
tion, and  the  attention  of  the  public  to  the  &ct,  that 
Ml  institution,  founded  and  managed  upon  a  principle 
80  comprehensive  and  liberal  as  this,  could  have  no 
weful  or  protracted  existence  unless  sustained,  not  only 
Ijy  the  liberality  of  the  city,  but  also  by  the  interested 
•nd  constant  efforts  of  all  participators  in  its  privileges, 
in  giving  efficacy  to  its  regulations.  In  their  report, 
they  thus  forcibly  present  the  considerations  which  de- 
^'^d  of  the  public  this  constant  and  careful  regard  for 

tkose  rules  upon  the  observance  of  which  the  very  ex- 

• 

^toice  of  the  Library  depends. 

**  With  a  plan  of  delivery  and  use  thus  free  and  com- 
prehensive, it  must  be  obvious  to  all,  that  the  operations 
rfthe  Library  can  only  be  sustained  by  a  most  rigid 
observance  of  the  rules  which  have  been  made  for  its 
government.  The  rules  must  be  observed,  or  disorder, 
decay  and  dissolution  will  soon  attend  upon  this  en- 
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ghtened  and  praiseworthy  effort  to  open  to  the  people 
he  avenues  to  a  more  extensive  and  genial  culture. 
The  property  belongs  to  the  city ;  it  must  be  cared  for 
and  preserved — in  its  use  all  have?  equal  rights,  which 
will  be  infringed  upon  if  any  fail  promptly  to  return 
within  the  specified  time,  the  books  they  may  have 
taken.  Thus  it  will  be  seen,  that  there  is  a  double 
responsibility  resting  upon  all  who  nsit  the  rooms  of 
the  Citv  Librarv  and  become  takers  of  its  books.  The 
Trustees  would  earnestly  and  confidently  express  the 
hope,  that  this  responsibility  will  be  deeply  felt,  and 
that  everv  one  will  bear  in  mind,  that  the  institution 
cannot  be  sustained,  unless  there  shall  be  found  a 
hearty  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants,  in 
the  enforcement  of  the  regulations  which  have  been 
instituted  for  its  safe  and  profitable  management." 

These  earnest  and  needful  cautions  and  exhortations 
are  not  now  revived  and  repeated,  because  they  have 
been  unheeded  by  those  who  have  visited  our  rooms 
and  taken  awav  our  books. 

On  the  contrary,  to  an  extent  beyond  the  highest 
expectations  of  those  who  instituted  these  regulations, 
and  who  based  the  operations  of  the  library  upon  the 
most  comprehensive  plan,  the  rules  for  the  prompt  re- 
turn of  the  books  and  for  their  careful  use  have  been 
cheerfully  acquiesced  in,  and  observed. 

The  great  and  leading  feature  in  the  conception  and 
management  of  the  Library,  has  been,  by  the  experi- 
ence of  the  year  which  has  passed  since  its  opening, 
fully  established. 

The  records  of  our  Librarian  sustain  in  the  fullest 
manner  the  tiiith  of  the  idea  upon  which  the  action  of 
the  legislature  and  of  the  city  was  founded — that  a 
Library  could  be  so  managed,  as  to  admit  all  the  people 
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to  a  participation  in  its  benefits.     So  few  in  number 
are  the  books  missing  from  our  shelves,  and  so  care- 
fully, in  general,  have  they  been  used  wliile  in  the 
hands  of  the  takers,  that  it  is  not  deemed  necessary, 
in  this  report,  to  give  in  detail,  the  very  few  instances 
in  which  the  regulations  of  the  Library  have  been  vio- 
lated.   The  Trustees  would  again  express  the  great 
satis&ction  with  which  they  lay  these  statements  be- 
fore the  City  CounciL     The  people  have  demonstrated, 
not  only  by  the  great  extent  to  which  the  books  have 
been  used,  but  also  by  their  heedfulncss  in  the  use  and 
punctual  return  of  the  volumes  taken,  that  they  can 
be  reliably  entrusted  with  the  care  of  tlie  proi)erty 
which  the  enlightened  liberality  of  the  public  luis  set 
apart  for  their  recreation  and  improvement. 

Still  a  renewal  of  the  statements  and  cautions  of  the 
former  board  upon  this  imix)rtant  point  may  not  be 
tmcalled  for.  The  declaration  that  "  the  rules  must 
be  observed,  or  disorder,  decay  and  dissolution  will 
soon  attend  upon  this  enlightened  and  praiseworthy 
effort  to  open  to  the  people  the  avenues  to  a  more  ex- 
tensive and  genial  culture,"  cannot  be  too  often  or  too 
forcibly  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  the  people.  Use 
Cabefully,  Return  Promptly — these  are  the  two 
fondamental  rules  upon  which  the  prosperity  of  the 
library  must  rest.  When  these  rules  sliall  be  disre- 
garded, the  Library  must  cease  to  exist. 

No  change  has  been  made  in  the  rules  and  regular 
tions  established  by  the  former  board  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Library.  These  have  been  laid  before  you, 
and  printed  by  your  order.  They  are  contained  in  the 
appendix  to  the  first  report  of  the  Trustees,  and  to  that 
report  the  members  of  the  Council  who  may  desire  to 
become  acquainted  with  their  details  or  more  familiar 
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lightened  and  praiseworthy  effort  to  open  to  the  jieople 
the  avenues  to  a  more  extensive  and  genial  culture. 
The  property  belongs  to  the  city ;  it  must  be  cared  for 
and  preserved — in  its  use  all  have  equal  rights,  which 
wall  be  infringed  upon  if  any  fail  promptly  to  return 
within  the  specified  time,  the  books  they  may  have 
taken.  Thus  it  will  be  seen,  that  there  is  a  double 
responsibility  resting  upon  all  who  visit  the  rooms  of 
the  Citv  Librarv  and  become  takers  of  its  books.  The 
Trustees  would  earnestly  and  confidently  express  the 
hope,  that  this  responsibility  will  be  deeply  felt,  and 
that  every  one  will  bear  in  mind,  that  the  institution 
cannot  be  sustained,  imless  there  shall  be  found  a 
hearty  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants,  in 
the  enforcement  of  the  regulations  which  have  been 
instituted  for  its  safe  and  profitable  management." 

These  earnest  and  needful  cautions  and  exhortations 
are  not  now  revived  and  repeated,  because  they  have 
been  unheeded  by  those  who  have  visitcH:l  our  rooms 
and  taken  away  our  books. 

On  the  contrary,  to  an  extent  beyond  the  highest 
expectations  of  those  who  instituted  these  regulations, 
and  who  based  the  operations  of  the  library  upon  the 
most  comprehensive  plan,  the  rules  for  the  prompt  re- 
turn of  the  books  and  for  their  careful  use  have  been 
cheerfully  acquiesced  in,  and  observed. 

Tlie  great  and  leacUng  feature  in  the  conception  and 
management  of  the  Library,  has  been,  by  the  experi- 
ence of  the  year  which  has  passed  since  its  opening, 
fully  established. 

The  records  of  our  Librarian  sustain  in  the  fullest 
manner  the  truth  of  the  idea  upon  which  the  action  of 
the  legislature  and  of  the  city  was  founded — that  a 
Library  could  be  so  managed,  as  to  admit  all  the  people 
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to  a  participation  in  its  benefits.     So  few  in  number 
arc  the  books  missing  from  our  shelves,  and  so  care- 
fully, in  general,  have  they  been  used  while  in  the 
hands  of  the  takera,  that  it  is  not  deemed  necessary, 
in  this  report,  to  give  in  detail,  the  very  few  instances 
in  which  the  regulations  of  the  librar}'  have  been  vio- 
lated.   The  Trustees  would  again  express  the  great 
satisfection  with  which  they  lay  these  statements  be- 
fore the  City  CounciL     The  people  have  demonstrated, 
not  only  by  the  great  extent  to  which  the  books  have 
been  used,  but  also  by  their  heedfulness  in  the  use  and 
punctual  return  of  the  volumes  taken,  that  they  can 
be  reliably  entrusted  with  the  care  of  the  property 
irhich  the  enlightened  liberality  of  the  public  has  set 
apart  for  their  recreation  and  improvement. 

Still  a  renewal  of  the  statements  and  cautions  of  the 
former  board  upon  this  important  point  may  not  be 
uncalled  for.  The  declaration  that  "  the  rules  must 
be  obser>'ed,  or  disorder,  decay  and  dissolution  will 
soon  attend  upon  this  enlightened  and  praiseworthy 
effort  to  open  to  the  people  the  avenues  to  a  more  ex- 
tensive and  genial  culture,"  cannot  be  too  often  or  too 
forcibly  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  the  people.  Use 
Carefully,  Return  PnoMrrLY — these  are  the  two 
fundamental  rules  upon  which  the  prosperity  of  the 
Library  must  rest.  When  these  rules  shall  be  disre- 
garded, the  Library  must  cease  to  exist. 

No  change  has  been  made  in  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions established  by  the  former  board  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Libi*ary.  These  have  been  laid  before  you, 
and  printed  by  your  order.  They  are  contained  in  the 
appendix  to  the  first  report  of  the  Trustees,  and  to  that 
report  the  members  of  the  CouncU  who  may  desire  to 
become  acquainted  with  their  details  or  more  familiar 
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with  the  history  of  the  Library  are  respectfully  referred. 

Thus  have  we,  by  the  experience  of  a  period  long 
enough  to  confirm  every  anticipation  and  dispel  every 
doubt,  demonstrated  the  practicability  and  the  utility 
of  a  Free  Public  Library. 

To  repeat  the  words  of  the  former  board—"  Our 
library  has  liecome  one  of  the  institutions  of  the  city." 

It  has  become  a  valuable,  and  will  soon  be  generally 
considered  as  an  indispensable  auxiliary  in  the  great 
work  of  popular  education. 

It  has  become  incorporated,  both  in  idea  and  in  &ct, 
into  the  catalogue  of  subjects  demanding  the  fostering 
care  and  annual  support  of  the  municipal  government 

Its  claim  for  such  attention  and  support,  are  found- 
ed upon  principles  which  lie  at  the  foundation  of  our 
republican  institutions. 

To  train  and  enlighten  the  public  mind  is  a  work 
to  which  a  liberal  portion  of  the  public  wealth  must 
be  devoted ;  and  as  being  in  harmony  with  this  idea, 
and  as  the  cap-stone  of  our  beautiful  system  of  public 
education,  the  Public  Library  has  claims  upon  all  whose 
aim  is  the  promotion  of  the  general  welfare. 

Such  was  the  theory  when  the  work  was  b^un  by 
'  the  State  and  completed  by  the  City — such  is  now  the 
f(ict^  demonstrated  by  our  experience,  and  placed  be- 
yond the  reach  of  doubt  or  caviL 

Upon  the  minds  of  the  Trustees,  the  result  to  which 
we  have  arrived,  after  the  operations  of  the  year,  have 
produced  the  most  undoubting  conviction  that  the 
Free  Public  Library  is  an  instrumentality  from  which 
our  community  are  deriving  great  and  enduring  ad- 
vantages. 

We  would  give  our  most  unqualified  sanction  to  the 
principle  upon  which  it  is  established  and  sustained. 
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We  hereby  bear  testimony  to  the  practicability  of 
the  plan  of  its  operation. 

We  would  with  the  earnestness  of  a  strong  desire 
and  a  most  thorough  conviction,  lay  before  you  the 
claims  of  the  institution  to  your  continued  attention 
and  liberal  support 

Its  reputable  and  profitable  support,  demands  but  a 
small  pecuniary  outlay ;  and  it  is  confidently  believed 
that  from  no  portion  of  our  annual  appropriations  of 
an  equal  amount  will  the  people  derive  more  satis&c- 
tory  and  enduring  advantages. 

The  establishment  of  a  Free  Public  Library,  by  the 
municipal  authorities  of  New  Bedford — the  pioneer 
undertaking  of  the  Commonwealth — ^has  conferred  an 
honorable  distinction  upon  our  beloved  city,  a  dis- 
tinction which  it  is  hoped  and  believed  we  shaU  con- 
tinue to  deserve,  by  giving  it  an  enlightened  and  liberal 
support 

It  now  devolves  upon  the  Trustees  to  present  to  your 
notice  and  consideration,  the  pecuniary  affairs  of  the 
institution. 

Annexed  to  this  report  you  will  find  an  abstract  of 
the  expenditures  of  the  Library  for  the  past  year. 

It  is  believed  that  the  outlay  of  the  board  has  been 
governed  by  the  strictest  economy,  and  by  a  constant 
recognition,  on  the  part  of  the  Trustees,  of  the  true 
principles  which  should  guide  in  the  administration  of 
the  affairs  of  a  Public  Library. 

The  Trustees  would,  in  the  discharge  of  what  they 
believe  to  be  their  duty,  distinctly  present  to  your  con- 
sideration the  fact,  that  the  Library  cannot  be  support- 
ed in  a  manner  creditable  to  the  city  and  profitable  to 
the  people,  without  a  larger  appropriation  than  was 
made  for  its  support  the  past  year. 
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We  assume  that  the  an-angements  made  by  the 
Trustees  and  sanctioned  by  the  City  Council,  are  such 
as  are  best  calculated  for  carrying  into  effect  the  object 
had  in  view  by  the  State  and  City  authorities  in  giving 
the  sanction  of  law  to  the  establishment  of  Libraries 
for  the  people. 

The  Library  must  be  opened  every  day  and  evening, 
(Simdays,  of  course,  excepted.) 

It  must  be  so  situated  as  to  be  of  convenient  access. 

It  must  be  placed  in  rooms  large  enough  for  its 
convenient  arrangement,  and  that  "  readers"  as  well  as 
**  takers"  may  be  accommodated,  and  those  rooms  must 
be  well  warmed  and  lighted. 

The  Librarian  must  always  be  in  attendance  to  select 
and  register  the  books  and  take  care  of  the  property. 

These  are  the  principal  sources  of  expenditure,  inde- 
pendent of  what  strictly  belongs  to  the  "  maintenance" 
and  "  increase"  of  the  Library. 

They  cannot  be  dispensed  with  if  we  would  render 
the  Library  valuable  to  the  inhabitants. 

Allow  us  to  present  them  in  detail,  that  you  may  see 
how  necessary  it  is  that  a  larger  appropriation  should 
be  allowed. 

We  give  the  actual  expenditure  per  annum  of  the 
Library,  as  shown  by  the  records. 


Librarian, 
Bent, 

$400 
240 

Gas, 

100 

Fuel, 

60 

Stationery,  including  paper  to  cover  books. 
Insurance,  3  per  cent,  on  $4000, 
Sundry  contingent  expenses, 

25 

120 

15 

$950 
We  may  be  allowed  to  suggest,  that  to  this  sum 
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there  should  be  added  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  pur- 
pose of  increajsing  the  Librarian's  salary  that  amount. 
The  salary  heretofore  allowed  that  o£Eicer  is  an  in- 
adequate compensation  for  the  time  he  is  required  to 
devote  to  the  Library,  and  the  many  duties  he  is  called 
upon  to  perform. 

Li  this  estimate  the  ^^  maintenance  and  increase"  of 
the  Library  are  wholly  unprovided  for.  And  yet  there 
is-  not  a  dollar  of  that  outlay  that  can  be  dispensed  with. 
If  we  find  a  suitable  building  for  the  Library,  the  ex- 
pense of  insurance  could  be  saved,  but  situated  as  it  is, 
in  a  dangerous  because  convenient  location,  it  must  be 
insored,  and  the  premium  is  high. 

It  will  then  most  clearly  be  seen,  that  to  ^^  maintain" 
the  library  a  larger  amount  is  called  for,  to  say  nothing 
of  its  "  increase." 

If  we  restrict  the  word  "  maintain"  as  used  in  the 
law  of  the  State,  so  that  it  shall  only  embrace  the  idea 
of  keeping  the  Library  up,  so  that  its  value  shall  not 
be  reduced,  quite  a  large  annual  outlay  would  be  de- 
manded for  that  purpose  alone. 

Aissuming  the  Library  at  this  time  to  have  a  certain 
vahie,  to  "  maintain"  it  is  to  keep  it  at  the  same  value. 
The  books  are  continually  wearing  out,  and  the  value 
thus  destroyed  must  be  restored  by  repairs  and  purchase. 
The  re^binding  of  books  is  a  source  of  constant  and 
Isstge  outlay.  Many  of  the  books,  because  of  constant 
use,  soon  become  too  much  worn  for  renovation,  and ' 
their  places  must  be  supplied. 

Notwithstanding  the  greatest  care,  some  books  are 
lost 

Upon  the  whole  Library  the  work  of  deterioration 
is  going  <min  many  forms,  and  in  a  Library  like  ours 
that  work  must  be  rapid. 

11  ,» 
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Our  Library  is  open  and  free  to  our  whole  popula- 
tion. 

The  number  of  takers  and  hooks  taken  during  the 
year  has  been  akeady  stated. 

It  is  plain  to  be  seen  that  by  such  an  active  use  of  a 
Library,  the  wear  and  tear  of  the  books  must  be  great 

The  periodicals,  to  be  preserved  must  be  bound,  and 
many  volumes  must  be  bound  every  year. 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  to  "maintain"  the  librar 
ry,  that  is,  to  keep  it  from  deterioration,  will  require 
the  outlay  of  quite  a  large  sum.  What  that  amount 
should  be  cannot  be  accurately  determined. 

The  Library  is  estimated  to  be  worth  between  five 
and  six  thousand  dollars. 

In  our  opinion  it  will  take  a  sum  equal  to  five  per 
cent,  upon  its  value  to  maintain  it  in  its  present  con- 
dition. 

Taking  then  the  lowest  estimate  of  value,  it  will 
require  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  to  keep  it  from 
decay. 

We  want,  therefore,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  doUars  to  "  maintain  "  the  Library,  independent  of 
the  outlay  of  keeping  it  open  for  the  use  of  the  inhab- 
itants. 

But  we  must  not  only  "maintain,"  we  must  "in- 
crease." The  law  of  the  Commonwealth  contemplates 
that  both  shall  be  done ;  and  by  providing  for  an  "  in- 
crease "  recognizes  a  principle  which  lies  at  the  foun- 
dation of  a  popular  Library. 

The  law  of  increase^  which  should  determine  the  ac- 
cessions to  a  Library  established  and  maintained  by 
the  authorities  of  a  large  city,  under  the  sanction  of  a 
statute  of  the  Commonwealth,  it  would  be  difficult  per- 
haps to  define. 
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The  subject  is  too  broad  and  comprehensive  to  admit 
of  a  proper  discussion  here ;  and  such  discussion  is 
not  now  called  for. 

It  would  take  many  years,  mth  annual  appropriar 
tions  as  liberal  as  the  Legislature  could  be  induced  to 
allow,  or  the  city  government  to  make,  to  bring  up 
the  Free  Public  Library  of  New  Bedford  even  to  the 
lowest  standard  that  might  be  established  for  an  insti- 
tution for  such  a  noble  purpose. 

There  are  thousands  of  volumes  of  most  valuable 
books,  without  which  any  Library  must  be  incomplete, 
which  must  be,  we  fear,  for  many  years  strangers  to 
our  shelves. 

With  any  appropriation  to  which  we  may  reasona^ 
bly  expect  the  municipal  sanction,  we  can  add  to  our 
Library  but  a  small  portion  of  the  books  of  a  high  and 
valuable  character  which  are  annually  published. 

Without  therefore  pajing  any  further  regard  to  the 
general  principle,  we  would  come  at  once  to  the  prac- 
tical question. 

What  sum  is  it  expedient  for  the  city  of  New  Bed- 
ford to  appropriate  annually,  for  the  "  increase  "  of  the 
Free  Public  Library  % 

The  practical  working  of  this  public  institution,  the 
offspring  of  the  united  action  of  legislative  and  munici- 
pal wisdom,  has  given  it  a  position  in  the  public  esti- 
mation, that  will  secure  the  sanction  of  the  people  to 
a  liberal  appropriation  for  keeping,  maintaining  and 
increasing  it 

What  sum  then  would  it  be  wise  for  you  to  raise  for 
the  "  increase  "  of  your  Library  \ 
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We  have  seen  that  it  cannot  be  kept  open  so  as  to 
accommodate  the  public  for  a  sum  less  than  ^1,050 
That  to  "  maintain "  its  value  will  require 

the  further  sum  of  250 


Which  two  items  make  the  sum  of  ^1,300 

Should  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  be  appro- 
priated for  the  purpose,  it  would  admit  of  an  expendi- 
ture of  seven  hundred  dollars  for  the  increase  of  the 
Library. 

This  cannot  be  pronounced  a  large  item,  when  we 
consider  the  object  to  which  it  is  to  be  devoted,  and 
would  form  but  an  inconsiderable  addition  to  the  ap- 
propriations of  a  city  whose  annual  expenditures  ex- 
ceed one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

If  the  principles  and  statements  of  this  report  are 
true,  and  may  be  looked  upon  as  reliable  data  by 
which  a  judgment  may  be  formed  as  to  the  importance 
of  a  ptiblic  Library,  the  appropriation  of  the  sum  of 
two  thousand  dollars  for  its  management,  maintenance 
and  increase,  cannot  be  considered  as  unreasonable  or 
improper.  Let  it  occupy  its  true  place  in  the  minds 
of  the  gentlemen  who  compose  the  city  government, 
and  be  allowed  a  proper  degree  of  their  attention,  and 
no  one  will  be  disposed  to  devote  to  its  support  a  sum 
less  than  we  have  named. 

Surely  it  will  not  be  asserted  that  the  celebration  of 
our  Nation's  Birth  Day  is  of  greater  importance  than 
the  support  of  a  Library,  free  to  all  the  people  every 
day  in  the  year.  An  appropriation,  equal  to  what  has 
been  for  many  years  annually  devoted  to  the  former 
object,  would,  it  is  believed,  give  to  the  Library,  near- 
ly, if  not  quite,  the  sum  we  have  thought  demanded 
for  its  support 
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It  has  been  supposed  by  some  that  by  the  provisions 
of  the  statute,  no  sum  exceeding  twenty-five  cents  on 
each  ratable  poll  can  be  raised  by  the  city  for  the  pur- 
poses of  a  Public  Library.  But  is  is  believed  that  this  is 
not  the  true  construction  of  the  statute. 

Legal  advice,  as  authoritative  as  any  afforded  by  the 
ciiy,  was  taken  by  the  former  Board  upon  this  point, 
and  the  opinion  was  given  which  has  since  that  time 
governed  the  city  in  its  action  with  regard  to  the  Li- 
brary, that  the  restricted  action  i)rovidcd  for  in  the 
second  section  of  the  statute,  has  reference  only  to  the 
^  maintenance  and  increase"  of  the  Library  itself 

Such  a  construction  of  the  law  allows  of  an  appro- 
priation for  all  required  expenditures,  excepting  the 
renewal  of  the  books  and  the  increase  of  the  Library, 
in  addition  to  the  amount  provided  for  in  the  second 
flection  of  the  statute. 

The  several  items  of  expenditure  we  have  given,  to 
vit:  Librarian,  rent,&c.,  amounting  to  the  sum  often 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  may  all  be  provided  for,  it  is 
Wieved,  under  the  authority  given  in  the  first  section, 
in  which  towns  and  cities  are  empowered  to  '^  estab- 
M  and  maintain  "  a  Public  Library,  and  to  "  provide 
•citable  rooms  therefor." 

This  is,  we  arc  confident,  the  true  construction  of  the 
•'•tute.  The  amount  of  the  appropriation  for  books — 
"^  is,  the  establishment^  maintenance  and  increase  of 
^  library,  is  fixed  at  a  ratio,  that  shall  not  be  cx- 
^*6ded ;  but  the  preservation  and  custody  and  all  ex- 
P^ditures  for  the  convenient  use  of  the  books  by  the 
^bitants,  and  their  delivery  and  exchange,  are  to 
^  provided  for  in  such  nuinner  as  the  municipal  au- 
^rities  may  determine. 
Under  this  reasonable  construction  of  the  statute,  a 


86  CITY  DOCUMENT— No.  6.        March, 

thousand  dollars  can  be  raised  to  make  good  the  wear 
and  tear  of  the  books  and  purchase  new  ones,  and  m 
addition  thereto,  a  sum  sufficient  to  cover  the  expenses 
of  management. 

It  is  a  pleasant  part  of  our  duty  to  inform  you  that 
several  hundred  volumes  of  books  have  been  added  to 
the  Library  through  the  enlightened  liberality  of  our 
citizens  and  other  "fiiends  of  knowledge,  morality 
and  religion." 

Our  regulations  require  that  «  a  record  shaU  be  kept 
of  all  donations  to  the  Library,  and  in  the  annual  re- 
port honorable  mention  shall  be  made  of  all  who  have 
in  any  way  contributed  to  its  means." 

To  our  fellow  citizens  whose  official  positions  have 
given  them  access  to  public  documents  and  works  pub- 
lished by  public  authority,  we  are  indebted  for  many 
valuable  publications  of  this  character.  We  have 
placed  much  reliance  upon  this  source  of  profitable  in- 
crease, and  the  attention  hitherto  bestowed  upon  us  by 
those  of  our  citizens  who  have  been  honored  by  the 
gift  of  office,  permits  us  to  hope  that  we  shall  continue 
to  receive  from  gentlemen  thus  distinguished  many  and 
valuable  contributions. 

We  have  received  from  the  Smithsonian  Institute  its 
valuable  and  splendid  publications. 

Catalogues  have  been  received  from  nearly  all  the 
principal  Libraries  in  the  country. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  individuals  and  asso- 
ciations whose  contributions  have  been  received  by  the 
Trustees : 

Hon.  Zeno  Scudder,  Hon.  J.  H.  W.  Page,  Hon. 
George  Howland,  Jr.,  Thomas  A.  Greene,  Esq.,  Capt 
Daniel  McKenzie,  Isaac  C.  Taber,  Esq.,  James  T.  Field, 
Esq.,  of  Boston,  Joseph  S.  Tillinghast,  Esq.,  Rev.  D. 
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H.  Babcock,  New  Bedford  Port  Society,  Smithsonian 
Institute,  American  Tract  Society,  A.  D.  Bache,  Esq., 
of  the  U.  S.  Coast  Survey,  Asa  R.  Nye,  Esq.,  Francis 
Boyd,  Esq.,  James  B.  Congdon,  Esq. 

The  irhole  amount  expended  bj  the 

Tmstees  daring  the  year  ending 

March  31, 1854,  is  $2,931.00 

librarian's  salary,  $400.00 

Assistant,  44.00 

Bent,  240.00 

Insurance,  121.62 

Gas,  90.41 

Additional  Shelves,  59.37 

Printing,  83.86 

Books  and  Periodicals,  1,773.71 

Incidentals,  including  covering  of 

books,  coal,  &c.,  &c.,  118.03 

2,931.00 

Whole  amount  of  appropriation  for 

the  Library,  4,671.55 

Whole  amount  of  expenditure,  4,528.40 

Balance  unexpended,  $148.15 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

RODNEY  FRENCH, 
Pres't  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
Abner  J.  Phipps,  Sec'y. 
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REPORT. 


To  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen^  and  the  Common  Council 

of  the  City  of  New  Bedford  : 

Gentlemen  : 

In  accordance  with  the  Ordinance  for  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Free  Public  Library,  the  Trustees  of  that 
Institution,  respectfully  lay  before  you  their  Third  An- 
nual Eeport 

To  the  two  former  Reports  of  the  Board,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Government  are  respectfully  referred, 
for  such  details  of  its  history  and  progress  as  will  en- 
able them  to  judge  of  its  character,  and  of  its  value 
and  position  as  one  of  the  established  instrumentali- 
ties of  our  municipal  arrangements  for  the  promotion 
of  the  well  being  of  the  people. 

The  legislative  and  municipal  action  which  gave  a 
l^al  position  to  this  interesting  and  valuable  institu- 
tion ;  the  activity  and  liberality  which  so  prominently 
distinguished  the  movement  by  which  the  valuable 
properly  of  the  Old  Social  Library  became  the  founda- 
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tion  of  the  new  establishment ;  the  measures  taken  by 
the  first  Board  of  Trustees,  to  place  the  Library  upon 
a  broad  and  reliable  foundation ;  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions instituted  by  them,  and  which  have  with  the 
sanction  of  the  City  government,  continued  to  guide 
the  action  of  all  c^onccnied  with  the  Librarj' ;  the  en- 
couraging circumstances  of  our  first  years'  experience, 
and  the  details  of  our  financial  operations  and  esti- 
mates which  have  resulted  in  a  generous  and  adequate 
provision  for  its  support, — all  these  facts  and  circum- 
stances are  to  be  found  in  the  previous  reports,  which 
it  has  been  the  duty  and  the  privilege  of  this  Board 
to  place  before  the  members  of  the  City  Government. 

In  the  last  Annual  Report,  the  Trustees  thus  con- 
cisely and  comprehensively  set  forth  their  views  and 
opinions  in  relation  to  the  Institution  under  their 
charge : 

"  We  have  by  the  experience  of  a  period  long  enough 
•to  confirm  every  anticipation  and  disjiel  every  doubt, 
•demonstrated  the  practicability  and  the  utility  of  a 
Free  Public  Librarv\ 

"  To  repeat  tlic  words  of  the  former  Board — '  Our 
Library  has  become  one  of  the  institutions  of  the  city.' 

"  It  has  become  a  valuable,  and  will  soon  be  gener- 
ally considered  as  an  indispc^nsablo  auxiliary  in  the 
great  work  of  popular  education. 

"  It  has  becum(»  incorporated,  both  in  idea  and  in 
•fact,  into  llie  catalogue  of  subjects  dc^manding  the  fos- 
tering can*  and  annual  support  of  the  municipal  gov- 
ernment. 

"  Its  claims  for  such  attention  and  support,  arc 
founded  upon  principles  which  lie  at  the  foundation 
''  of  our  republican  institutions. 

"  To  tram  and  enlighten  the  public  mind  is  a  work 
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to  which  a  liberal  portion  of.  the  publiq  wealth  must 
be  devoted ;  and  as  being  in  harmony  with  this  idea, 
and  as  the  cap-stone  of  our  beautiful  system  of  public 
education,  the  Public  Librarj-  has  claims  upon  all 
whose  aim  is  the  promotion  of  the  general  welfare. 

"  Such  was  the  theory  when  the  work  was  begun  by 
the  State  and  completed  by  the  City — such  is  now  the 
/orf,  demonstrated  by  our  experience,  and  placed  be- 
jond  the  reach  of  doubt  or  cavil. 

"  Upon  the  minds  of  the  Trustees,  the  result  to 
which  we  have  arrived,  after  the  operations  of  the 
year,  have  produced  the  most  undoubting  conviction 
that  the  Free  Public  Library  is  an  instrumentality 
ftom  which  our  community  are  deriving  great  and  en- 
during advantages. 

"  We  would  give  our  most  unqualified  sanction  to 
the  principle  upon  which  it  is  established  and  sus- 
tained. 

*•  We  hereby  bear  testimony  to  the  practicability  of 
the  plan  of  its  operation. 

"  We  would  with  the  earnestness  of  a  strong  desire 
and  a  most  thorough  conviction,  lay  before  you  the 
daims  of  the  institution  to  your  continued  attention 
Mid  liberal  support. 

"  Its  reputable  and  profitable  support  demands  but 
a  small  pecuniary  outlay ;  and  it  is  confidently  believ- 
ed that  from  no  portion  of  our  annual  appropriations 
rf  an  equal  amount  will  the  people  derive  more  satis- 
^ry  and  enduring  advantages. 

"The  establishment  of  a  Free  Public  Library,  by 
fe  municipal  authorities  of  New  Bedford — the  pio- 
^^fier  undertaking  of  the  CJommonwealth — ^has  conferred 
^  honorable  distinction  upon  our  beloved  city ;  a  dis- 
tinction which  it  is  hoped  and  believed  we  shall  con- 
g2 
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tiiiuc  to  desend,  by  giving  it  an  enlightened  and  lib- 
eral support." 

After  tlic  experienee  of  another  year,  the  foregoing 
statements,  whicli  we  have  taken  from  the  reports  of 
our  immediate  predecessors  in  office,  continue  to  be,  in 
their  fullest  extent,  applicable  to  thQ  Free  Public  Li- 
brary. 

We  have  incoqiomted  them  into  our  rc])ort,  and 
now  respectfully  present  them  to  you,  as  a  plain  and 
reliable  statement  of  facts,  and  as  embracing  the  views 
and  opinions  of  those  who  have,  during  the  past  year, 
been  by  you  placed  in  charge  of  the  institution. 

Nothing  has  occurred,  since  this  important  trust  has 
"been  committed  to  our  hands,  to  lead  us  to  doubt  the 
wisdom  of  the  principle  upon  which  it  is  founded,  or 
weaken  our  confidence  in  the  practicability  of  the 
plan  of  its  operations.  Our  confidence  in  both  re- 
mains unimpaired.  In  its  principles,  it  is  in  harmony 
^vith  the  great  facts  which  lie  at  the  foundation  of  the 
people's  progress  and  prosperity ;  and  the  almost  un- 
hoped for,  and  certainly  unlooked  for  success  which 
has  attended  its  o}x?rations,  from  the  opening  of  its 
doors  to  the  present  moment,  has  given  to  the  princi- 
ple the  support  of  experience,  and  caused  it  to  stand 
firm  in  the  position  in  which  it  has  been  placed  by  the 
wise  liberality  of  the  City  Council. 

The  Library  statistics  fully  sustain  the  opinions  we 
have  advanced. 

Ttoenty-one  thousand  and  forty-one  books  were  taken 
from  the  Library  during  the  year  ending  March  4th. 

Tlie  number  of  new  cards  issued  during  the  year  is 
^ight  hundred  and  tetu 

The  whole  number  of  cards  issued,  is  three  tha^tsand 
one  hundred  and  eighty^three. 
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The  number  of  books  out,  eleven  hundred. 
A  recent  examination  of  tlic  Library  has  disclosed 
the  gratifying  fact,  that  at  the  time  it  was  made,  but 
sixty  volumes  were  missing  of  the  large  number  which 
has  been  placed  upon  its  shelves.  This  favorable  re- 
sult was  unexpected  by  the  Trustees.  They  had  fear- 
ed, that  the  constant  and  almost  unrestricted  access 
allowed  to  the  books ;  the  universality  of  the  right  of 
"  taking"  allowed  by  the  regulations,  and  the  large 
number  of  persons  who,  at  certains  times  are  found 
crowded  into  our  limited  apartments,  waiting  their 
turn  to  be  ser\'ed  by  the  Librarian,  would  have  led  to 
a  much  greater  loss  than  was  shov^Ti  by  the  examin- 
ation. 

Taking  into  view  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
such  a  result,  after  more  than  two  years'  operations, 
must  be,  it  is  believed,  looked  upon  by  you,  as  it  has 
been  by  us,  as  exhibiting  an  aspect  of  security  con- 
nected with  this  part  of  the  public  property  satisfac- 
tory to  its  guardians,  and  creditable  to  the  people.  •  It 
shows  that  we  have  not  been  mistaken  in  the  belief, 
that  they  could  safely  be  entrusted  with  the  custody  of 
their  own  property.  It  gives  unquestionable  evidence 
of  the  fact,  that  the  two  fundamental  rules  set  forth 
by  a  former  Board,  as  those  upon  which  the  Library 
could  alone  securely  rest — use  carefully,  return 
PROMPTLY — ^liave  been  heeded  and  observed.  We 
would  earnestly  express  the  hope  that  in  this  respect 
the  future  may  be  as  the  past.  While  we  are  thus  en- 
couraged by  the  past,  we  cannot  but  feel  solicitous  for 
the  future ;  and  under  the  influence  of  this  deep  so- 
licitude, we  would,  Avith  a  clear  conviction  of  their 
vital  character,  renew  the  caution  and  admonitions  of 
our  predecessors.    We  feel  it  to  be  our  duty  again  to 
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impress  upon  the  minds  of  all  the  takers  of  books 
from  the  Librarj',  the  important  fact,  that  "  the  rules 

MUST  BE  OBSERVED,  OR  DISORDER,  DECAY  AND  DISSOLU- 
TION WILL  SOON  ATTEND  UPON  THIS  ENLIGIFIENED  AND 
PRAISEWORTHY  EFFORT  TO  OPEN  TO  THE  PEOPLE  THE 
AVENUES  TO  A  MORE    EXTENSIVE    AND  GENIAL  CULTURE." 

The  past  history  and  present  position  of  the  Library 
warrant  the  conclusion  that  its  prosperity  will  continue 
to  be  an  object  of  interest  and  attention  to  the  City 
Government.  It  is  therefore  the  duty  of  those  who 
are  from  time  to  time  entrusted  with  its  management, 
to  make  such  suggestions  and  recommendations  to  the 
authorities  as  may  aid  them  in  their  efforts  so  to  order 
their  action  in  relation  to  it,  that  the  object  of  its  es- 
tablishment mav  be  most  effectuallv  attained. 

To  the  argument  by  which  the  policy  and  legality  of 
the  appropriation  last  year  made  for  its  support  was  sus- 
tained, we  have  nothing  to  add.  To  our  minds  it  is  sat- 
isfactorv  and  conclusive.  That  it  was  so  viewed  bv  the 
Council  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  the  appropriation 
recommended  was  cheerfully  and  unanimously  made. 

We  would  renew  the  recommendation.  The  sum  of 
two  thousand  dollars,  voted  by  the  govcnunent  and 
■which  has  been  expended  by  the  Trustees,  has  met  the 
demands  made  upon  us  for  its  security  and  manage- 
ment, and  allowed  a  small  but  satisfactory  outlay  for 
its  maintenance  and  increase.  It  is  believed  that  all 
desirable  economy  has  been  observed  by  the  Trustees 
in  arranging  for  the  necessary  expenses  of  tlie  Library, 
and  that  the  selection  of  books  has  been  governed  by 
a  single  eye  to  the  interest  of  tliose  for  whose  benefit 
they  have  been  purchased.  While  care  has  been  ta- 
ken that  no  publication  injurious  to  the  public  morals 
should  find  a  place  upon  our  shelves,  we  have  endeav- 
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ored  to  divest  ourselves,  in  our  eflForts  to  place  before 
our  fellow-citizens  the  means  of  -*  a  more  extensive  and 
genial  culture,"  of  all  narrow  and  sectarian  partialities. 
In  this  respect,  we  are  gratified  to  be  able  to  state  that 
no  difference  of  opinion  has  for  a  single  moment  inter- 
rupted the  harmony  and  unanimity  of  our  proceedings. 
Every  member  of  the  Board  has  kept  constantly  in  view 
the  fact,  that  he  had  been  called  upon  to  discharge  an 
important  public  duty,  and  that  within  the  limits  of 
that  compreliensive  circle  wherein  are  found  the  wise 
and  good  of  all  classes,  ranks,  parties  and  sects,  he  was 
to  know  nothing  in  the  performance  of  that  duty,  but 
the  benefit  and  improvement  of  all.  The  publications 
upon  our  tables,  as  well  as  the  books  we  have  been  en- 
abled to  place  upon  our  shelves,  will,  it  is  believed,  af- 
ford ample  evidence  of  the  controlling  presence  of  this 
all  important  principle  of  action. 

A  large  number  of  books  purchased  by  the  Trus- 
tees the  past  5x>ar,  have  been  recent  publications.  So 
numerous  has  been  the  issue  of  new  books,  that  a 
careful  selection  of  such  of  them  as  seems  to  demand 
a  place  upon  our  shelves,  has  necessarily  absorbed  a 
large  proportion  of  the  limited  amount  of  means  at 
our  disposal.  And  tliis  must,  it  is  supposed,  continue 
to  be  the  case.  The  public  claim  the  rij^ht  to  demand 
of  the  managers  of  the  Library  access  to  tlie  new  pub- 
lications as  they  issue  from  the  press.  This  demand 
is  reasonable  and  proper,  and  within  reasonable  limits, 
should  be  met  promptly  and  liberally.  The  Trustees 
have,  as  they  hope  and  believe,  come  up  to  the  public 
expectation  in  this  particular.  All  the  new  and  desir- 
able books  they  have  not  been  able  to  obtain ;  but 
many  and  perhaps  a  majority  of  such  as  have  a  claim 
to  a  position  in  our  collection  have  been  purchased, 
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and  while  this  demand,  made  by  the  public  and  recog- 
nized by  the  managers,  has  been  met  to  an  extent 
which  has  satisfied  both  the  public  want  and  the 
judgment  of  the  Board,  a  margin  has  been  left  for 
the  addition  to  our  limited  store  of  those  older  pub- 
lications which  make  up  the  true  wealth  of  every  ex- 
tensive Library.  Every  year  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
some  progress  may  be  made  in  this  direction.  The 
fact  should  never  be  lost  sight  of,  that  our  collection, 
valuable  and  extensive  as  it  is,  is  yet  very  incomplete 
in  many  of  the  most  important  departments  of  human 
learning.  A  small  amount  of  the  appropriation  an- 
nually made  for  the  Library,  devoted  to  the  purchase 
of  the  standard  books  of  the  language  not  yet  upon 
our  shelves,  will  gradually  supply  this  deficiency,  and 
thus  give  to  our  inhabitants  access  to  the  rich  treasures 
of  wisdom  and  knowledge  which  have  been  left  to  us  as 
a  legacy  by  the  "  mighty  dead,"  while  they  enjoy  and 
improve  the  opportunities  afforded  them  for  holding 
intercourse  with  the  linng  mind  of  the  world. 

While  the  Board  would  express  themselves  satisfied 
with  the  appropriation  which  was  last  year  voted  to  the 
"  support,  maintenance  and  increase"  of  the  Public 
Library,  and  believe  that  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dol- 
lars for  the  next  vcar  will  be  sufficient  to  sustain  it  in 
a  creditable  and  useful  position,  they  feel  bound  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  City  government  to  tlie  fact  that 
more  extensive  and  securer  apartments  are  demanded 
for  its  accommodation. 

The  rooms  now  occupied  by  the  Libmry  are  limited 
and  unsafe.  The  public  need  better  accommodations, 
and  the  books  a  safer  depositor)*.  Our  rooms  are  of- 
ten too  crowded  for  safety,  comfort  or  convenience, 
Our  books,  now  a  large  and  valuable  collection,  are 
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every  moment  exposed  to  destruction.  We  feel  bound 
to  state  these  facts  without  circumlocution  or  qualifi- 
cation. 

The  public  good  in  its  highest  and  most  comprehen- 
sive meaning,  demands,  in  our  opinion,  a  depository  for 
the  Public  Library,  more  extensive  and  more  secure. 
The  value  of  the  books  it  contains,  and  the  position  it 
now  occupies  in  the  public  mind,  claim  for  it  the  means 
of  a  safer  and  more  advantageous  arrangement  for  its 
keeping  and  its  use.  In  what  way  shall  these  objects 
so  desirable,  may  we  not  say  indispensable,  be  ob- 
tained ?  How  shall  this  great  and  imminent  public 
want  be  met  1 

Could  we  hope  that  success  would  attend  upon  our 
appeals,  we  would  point  to  Worcester,  to  Boston,  to 
Danvers,  to  New  York,  to  Philadelphia,  and  many 
other  places  where  wealth  has  been  ennobled  by  a  de- 
votion of  a  portion  of  its  abundance  to  the  erection  of 
magnificent  edifices  for  this  purpose,  and  call  upon 
those  who  are  among  us,  or  arc  of  us,  the  men  ana  the 
ivomen  who  have  been  nourished  within  our  borders, 
and  who  have  here  or  elsewhere  been  made  rich  by  an 
activity  and  enterprise  having  this  city  for  its  centre, 
to  come  forward,  emulative  of  this  noble  example,  and 
give  to  us  a  building  for  our  Library  which  would  not 
suffer  from  a  comparison  with  those,  which,  in  the  places 
we  have  named  have  been  devoted,  by  a  princely  liber- 
ality, to  the  cause  of  knowledge  and  virtue. 

And  why  should  we  doubt  of  success  ?  Are  we 
mistaken  in  the  belief  that  there  are  men  and  women 
among  us,  who,  with  the  possession  of  large  means 
are  also  blessed  with  large  hearts  ?  It  were  a  libel 
upon  the  fair  fame  of  our  city  to  suppose,  that  there 
is  not  among  our  people  of  wealth,  a  fair  share  of  that 
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public  spirit  and  benevolent  activity  which  have  prompt- 
ed to  the  acts  which  have  given  a  proud  and  honored 
prominence  to  the  name  of  Bates  and  Peabody,  Salis- 
bury and  Astor. 

It  is  true,  that  thus  far  in  our  history,  there  have 
been  but  few  examples  of  the  presence  of  that  feeling 
which  has  prompted  to  those  acts  of  princely  liberal- 
ity to  which  we  have  alluded. 

As  yet,  but  few  monuments  of  this  kind  tell  the 
story  of  such  an  enlightened  dcvotedness  to  the  gen- 
eral welfare. 

Not  that  our  citizens  have  been  wanting  when  a  call 
has  been  made  upon  them  in  the  name  of  divine  char- 
ity, for  the  relief  of  the  destitute  and  neglected.  The 
demands  of  benevolence  have  always  been  met,  and  a 
large  and  generous  bounty  has  ever  characterized  the 
acts  of  our  people,  when  a  tale  of  suffering  has  reach- 
ed their  ears. 

Princely  have  been  our  expenditures  for  the  educa- 
tion of  our  youth,  and  the  appropriations  for  this  no- 
ble purpose  have  been  as  cheerfully  accorded  as  they 
have  been  ample  in  amount. 

The  same  generous  and  enlightened  spirit,  roused 
into  activitv  in  behalf  of  the  institution  whose  inter- 
ests  are  so  intimately  connected  with  the  well-being  of 
our  people  and  the  fair  fame  of  our  city,  would,  we 
are  assured,  secure  for  it  the  advantages  of  a  safe,  com- 
modious and  tasteful  building. 

The  public  spirit  and  well  directed  benevolence 
which  shall  rear  a  convenient  and  ornamental  structure 
for  our  Free  Public  Library,  will  secure  for  the  name 
of  him  who  shall  be  the  honored  instrument  in  the  ac- 
complishment of  such  an  undertaking,  an  enviable  and 
enduring  reputation. 
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The  work  belongs  to  one  or  more  of  the  wealthy, 
enlightened  and  benevolent  inhabitants  of  our  city. 
Aie  we  mistaken  in  supposing  that  there  are  those 
among  us,  who,  desirous  of  devotmg  a  portion  of  the 
wealth  which  Providence  has  bestowed  upon  them,  to 
the  public  good,  and  prompted  by  a  laudable  ambition 
to  give  such  a  direction  to  their  munificence  as  will 
secure  to  them  the  gratitude  of  their  fellow-citizens 
and  the  regard  of  posterity,  >vill  erect  a  monument  so 
noble  in  its  purpose,  so  elevating  in  its  results  ?  No 
doubtful  or  limited  benefit  would  attend  upon  the  con- 
summation of  such  an  undertaking.  Without  restric- 
tion or  qualification  >vill  be  accorded  to  him  the  title  of 
Public  Benefactor,  who  shall  thus  generously  and 
benevolently  allow  his  name  to  designate  the  structure 
which  shall  be  reared  for  the  purpose  of  our  Free 
Public  Library. 

But  we  are  digressing.     We  have  allowed  the  hopes 
snd  anticipations  of  personal  feeling  to  lead  us  away 
fiom  a  legitimate  discharge  of  our  duty  as  stewards  of 
» public  trust    As  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library,  it 
is  not  for  us,  in  our  communications  to  the  body  from 
which  we  derive  our  official  existence  and  authority,  to 
depart  from  the  limited  range  of  remark  and  recom- 
mendation to  which  such  a  position  should  confine  us. 
Betuming  then  to  the  subject  of  a  more  safe  and 
convenient  depository  for  our  books,  and  to  such  a  re- 
stricted view  of  it  as  properly  belongs  to  the  relation 
we  bear  to  your  body  and  to  the  public,  we  would  ear- 
nestly press  upon  the  consideration  of  the  municipal 
government  such  a  course  in  relation  to  it,  as  will  se- 
cure the  important  objects  we  have  named — increased 
accommodation  and  greater  safety. 
The  Board  have  not  been  immindful  of  their  own 
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duties  in  this  respect  They  have  had  constantly  pres- 
sing upon  them  the  inconvenience  and  danger  of  our 
existing  arrangements.  Under  such  circumstances 
they  have  felt  bound  to  give  attention  to  the  subject 
and  take  such  action  in  relation  to  it  as  their  official 
responsibility  appeared  to  demand. 

Not  regarding  the  erection  of  a  new  building  as  at 
present  an  attainable  object,  they  have  been  led  to  the 
examination  of  the  City  Hall  with  a  view  to  the  accom- 
modation of  the  Library  in  the  lower  story  of  that 
safe,  central,  and  beautiful  building. 

The  action  taken  by  the  Board  upon  the  subject  has 
already  been  communicated  to  the  City  Council,  and 
is  now  before  your  body  awaiting  its  determination. 

It  may  not  be  improper,  in  view  of  the  present  po- 
sition of  the  subject  before  the  Council,  and  as  consti- 
tuting a  part  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board,  to  place 
before  you  that  part  of  our  records  which  embrace  the 
report  of  a  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred. 

It  was  in  the  month  of  June  last,  that  a  committee 
which  had  been  charged  with  the  subject  made  in  re- 
lation to  it  the  following  report 

"  The  committte  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject 
of  safe  and  more  convenient  rooms  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  Free  Public  Library,  have  given  some  at- 
tention to  the  subject,  and  would  now  beg  leave  re- 
spectfully to  report. 

"  It  has  always  been  supposed  by  the  Trustees,  that 
the  room  now  occupied  by  the  Library,  would  afford 
us  but  temporary  accommodations.  We  have  from  the 
b^inning,  looked  forward  to  the  time  when  the  City 
government  would  take  measures  for  providing  a  per- 
manent and  secure  place  for  the  Library,  and  more  con- 
venient  and  accessible  accommodations  for  the  large 
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and  increasmg  number  of  dtizens  who  visit  it  for  books 
and  for  the  purpose  of  study  and  recreation. 

"  The  rooms  now  occupied  by  the  Library  were  the  best 
that  could  be  procured  at  the  time  we  commenced  our 
operations.  But  there  are  many  and  very  important 
objections  to  them ;  and  the  Committee  are  clear  in  the 
conviction  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Board,  without 
further  delay,  to  institute  proceedings  having  in  view 
a  removal  to  a  permanent^  safe  and  convenient  location. 

1. — ^''  The  rooms  are  too  small  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  Library.  But  few  more  books  can  be  con- 
veniently arranged  upon  our  shelves.  The  accommo- 
dations for  those  who  visit  the  Library  to  read  or  study, 
are  very  limited.  It  is  desirable  that  a  Beading  Room 
should  be  provided,  separate  from  the  depository  for  the 
books.  At  times  the  room  is  very  much  crowded,  and 
much  inconvenience  is  the  result,  particularly  to  the 
females. 

2. — ^^  The  building  is  unsafe.  As  a  proof  of  this,  we 
need  only  to  mention  the  fact,  that  the  rate  of  insurance 
now  paidby  the  City,  upon  the  property  in  the  Library, 
is  three  per  cent  per  annum,  the  highest  rate  of  pre- 
mium, it  is  believed,  charged  upon  any  kind  of  risk. 
It  is  getting  more  and  more  unsafe.  At  this  time  there 
is  not,  perhaps,  a  more  exposed  situation  in  our  City. 
An  application  is  now  before  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen, 
for  leave  to  establish  and  maintain  a  steam  engine  in  a 
building  in  close  proximity  with  that  which  contains 
the  Library.* 

"  Notwithstanding  our  property  is  partially  insured, 
the  fact  that  our  large  and  valuable  Library  is  constant- 
ly liable  to  be  destroyed  by  fire,  is  a  source  of  deep  and 
continued  anxiety.    There  are  many  books  in  our  col- 
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lection  which  money  cannot  obtain ;  and  the  sum  in- 
sured could  not  restore  to  us  a  Library  any  thing  like 
so  valuable.  But  a  short  time  after  we  had  taken  pos- 
session o£  our  rooms,  the  building  containing  them  took 
fire,  and  a  few  moments  delay  in  its  discovery  would 
have  resulted  in  the  entire  destruction  of  the  Library. 
The  committee  are  deeply  impressed  with  the  magni- 
tude of  this  danger,  and  they  would  endeavor  to  im- 
press upon  the  minds  of  the  Trustees  the  importance 
of  taking  immediate  measures  to  relieve  this  valuable 
property  from  the  hazard  to  which  it  is  exposed. 

"  The  committee  have  understood  that  the  atten- 
tion of  the  municipal  authorities  has  already  been  di- 
rected to  the  subject. 

"  The  danger  to  which  our  property  is  exposed,  the 
inadequate  accommodations  the  present  rooms  afford, 
and  a  conviction  that  an  arrangement  could  be  made  by 
which  a  remedy  would  be  provided  for  both  these  evils, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  a  saving  made  to  the  city  treas- 
ury, have  led  to  the  examination  of  this  subject  on  the 
part  of  the  City  government 

"  It  is  believed  by  your  committee,  that  all  this  can 
be  done. 

"  It  has  been  proposed  to  devote  that  part  of  the 
basement  story  of  the  City  Hall,  now  used  for  a  mar- 
ket, to  the  purpose  of  a  Free  Public  Library,  and  the 
School  Library. 

"  The  rooms  have  been  examined  by  the  committee 
who  imite  in  the  opinion  that  they  are  well  calculated 
for  the  purpose. 

"  Ample  arrangements  could  be  made,  within  the 
space  occupied  by  the  market-stalls,  for  the  safe  and 
convenient  accommodation  of  the  books  now  in  the 
Library,  and  for  any  desirable  increase  for  several  years 
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to  come,  while  the  visitors,  either  for  books  or  for 
study,  could  be  much  better  provided  for  than  is  at 
present  possible. 

"  The  committee  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  go  beyond 
this  simple  statement  It  does  not  belong  to  them  to 
enter  into  an  examination  of  that  policy,  which  has 
hitherto  led  the  municipal  authorities  in  all  our  large 
towns  and  cities  to  provide  accommodation  for  the 
venders  of  meats  and  vegetables. 

"  It  may  not,  however,  be  improper  for  them  to  re- 
mark, that  the  policy  is  now  less  generally  pursued 
than  formerly,  and  that  many  of  our  large  cities  are 
seriously  debating  the  question  of  an  entire  change. 

"  It  is  becoming  pretty  well  understood  that  there 
is  no  imperative  obligation  resting  upon  the  public  au- 
thorities to  provide  places  of  business  for  the  dealers 
in  '  beef  and  greens.'  The  question  is  asked,  *  why  not 
flour  as  well  as  meat — tea,  coffee  and  sugar,  as  well  as 
turnips,  cabbages  and  spinage  V  A  change  in  this  re- 
spect is  not  a  matter  of  speculation  alone. 

"  It  is  rapidly  taking  place  without  the  action  of 
authority.  Meat  shops  are  multiplying  in  all  our  large 
cities,  and  within  the  limits  of  our  own,  there  are,  at 
this  time,  more  than  twenty  stores  occupied  by  the 
dealers  in  the  articles  heretofore  found  almost  exclu- 
sively at  the  public  market. 

"  Should  an  investigation  of  this  subject  satisfy  our 
City  government,  that  it  is  neither  necessary  or  expedi- 
ent for  the  public  to  provide  places  of  business  for  one 
class  of  traders  more  than  another,  and  that  the  traders 
in  beef  and  beans,  veal  and  vegetables,  can,  without 
inconvenience  to  the  public,  be  allowed  to  make  their 
own  business  arrangements,  the  spacious  basement 
of  the  City  Hall,  now,  for  the  most  part  devoted  to 
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the  market  could  be  fitted  up  for  the  purposes  of  the 
City.  No  better  accommodations  for  the  Library 
could  be  found  or  desired.  It  would  be  safe  and  cen- 
traL  The  books  would  be  secure  and  accessible. 
Economy  and  convenience  would  both  be  promoted 
by  the  change." 

The  statements  and  recommendations  of  the  report 
are  respectfully  commended  to  your  favorable  notice. 
Should  the  suggestions  therein  contained,  lead  the 
City  Council  to  take  further  action  upon  the  subject, 
it  will  become  the  duty  of  the  Board,  to  the  extent  of 
their  ability,  to  aid  in  any  effort  that  may  be  made,  to 
bring  the  matter  to  a  satisfactory  conclusion. 

We  give,  with  great  pleasure,  the  list  of  those  friends 
of  the  Library  and  of  Literature,  who  have,  during  the 
past  year,  been  thoughtful  of  our  claims  to  their  at- 
tention and  regard. 

We  have  received  books  and  other  publications  from 
the  following : 

Asa  R.  Nye,  Esq.,  Mrs.  Eliza  G.  Wood,  Hon.  J.  H. 
W.  Page,  Secretary  of  the  State  of  New  York,  Hon. 
Thomas  D.  Eliot,  A.  J.  Phipps,  Esq.,  Trustees  of  the 
Public  Library,  Boston,  Mrs.  H.  G.  O.  Colby,  Smith- 
sonian Institute,  Charles  Mason,  Esq.,  Charles  Russell, 
Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  Andover,  D.  C. 
Brown,  Esq.,  Trustees  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital, 
Dr.  Thomas  S.  Kirkbridge,  George  M.  Bunker,  Esq., 
William  Logan  Rodman,  Esq. 

We  desire  in  this  public  manner  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  from  the  celebrated  engravers,  Messrs.  Topham, 
Carpenter,  Casilear  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  a  beautiful 
engraving  of  the  City  Seal,  and  a  heading  for  the  cor- 
respondence of  the  Trustees.  This  exquisite  specimen 
of  Art,  so  useful  and  ornamental,  is  highly  regarded  by 
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us,  not  only  for  the  skill  with  which  it  is  wrought,  but 
for  the  liberality  which  bestowed  it  upon  the  Free 
PubUc  Library. 

The  whole  number  of  volumes  now  in  the  Library, 
is  about  eight  thousand. 

Of  this  number  there  have  been  added  during  the 
past  year  about  one  thousand. 

The  small  balance  which  will  appear  to  the  credit 
of  the  Library,  on  the  books  of  the  City  Treasurer, 
has  been  anticipated  by  expenditures,  the  bills  of  which 
have  not  yet  been  presented. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  presented. 
RODNEY  FRENCH, 

Mayor  of  the  City,  and,  ex-officio, 
Pres't  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
Abneb  J.  Phipps,  SEc'y. 
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1856. 


REPORT 


To  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen^  and  the  Common  Council 
of  the  City  of  New  Bedford  : 

Gkntuemen  : 

The  Trustees  of  the  New  Bedford  Free  Public  Li- 
brary, in  the  discharge  of  a  duty  placed  upon  them  by 
the  Ordinance  for  its  establishment,  respectfully  beg 
leave  to  lay  before  you  their  Fourth  Annual  Report. 

So  familiar  have  the  inhabitants  of  our  City  become, 
Plough  the  former  Reports  of  the  Managers  and  their 
<^wn  experience,  with  the  history,  plan  and  condition 
of  the  Public  Library,  that  we  are  not,  as  we  believe, 
now  called  upon  to  enter  much  into  detail  upon  either 
of  these  subjects. 

Should  any  wish  or  necessity  exist  for  information 
^pon  these  points,  we  would  respectfully  refer  the 
Members  of  the  City  Council  and  the  public  generally, 
to  the  former  communications  from  this  body. 

We  would,  however,  impelled  by  the  same  feelings 
which  have  prompted  oiir  predecessors  to  adopt  the 
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language  of  earnestness  and  satisfaction  ifi  their  An- 
nual communications  to  the  authorities  of  the  City, 
with  all  the  sincerity  and  pleasure  which  have  marked 
the  addresses  of  former  bodies,  present  to  you  the  ex- 
pression of  our  confidence  in  the  plan  upon  which  the 
Library  is  founded,  and  our  congratulations  at  the 
success  which  has  attended  the  enterprise. 

The  successful  experience  of  another  year,  has  given 
increased  evidence  of  the  usefulness  and  stability  of 
this  new  and  most  interestuig  feature  in  our  municipal 
history. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  no  act  of  the  munici- 
pal authorities  of  New  Bedford  has  reached,  with  its 
recreative  and  improving  operation,  so  large  a  part  of 
our  population,  and  probably  none  has  ever  met  so 
universally  and  deeply  the  approbation  of  the  people. 

How  clearly  and  firmly  has  the  idea  taken  root 
among  us,  that  a  Free  Public  Library  is  the  crowning 
glory  of  the  system  of  public  education,  which  has  been 
from  our  earliest  history,  the  pride  of  Massachusetts. 

The  great  and  important  work  of  the  education  of 
the  people,  called  for  an  agency  which  should  continue 
its  operation  when  the  school  should  give  up  the  train 
ing  of  the  youth,  and  the  active  duties  of  mature  age 
should  demand  a  large  portion  of  the  time  and  atten- 
tion. 

The  habit  of  reading,  formed  and  disciplined  at 
school,  finds  in  the  Public  Library  the  means  of  grat- 
ification and  enlargement. 

Mental  culture,  next  to  the  nurture,  of  those  germs 
of  immortality  and  eternal  life  which  is  man's  most  ex- 
alted prerogative,  the  highest  privil^;e  of  our  nature, 
quickened  by  the  training  which  the  teacher  has  be- 
stowed^ finds  encouragement  for  continued  and  expand- 
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ed  effort,  as  hope  and  help  are  afforded  by  the  ample 
stores  of  the  Public  Library. 

Labor,  seeking  rest  and  recreation  after  the  hours 
of  toil  are  over,  finds  pleasure  and  profit,  innocent  en- 
joyment and  permanent  advantage,  [from  the  shelves 
of  that  ample  collection  of  books  which  an  enlighten- 
ed municipal  action  has  provided  for  its  use. 

The  artist  and  the  artisan,  emulous  of  excellence 
and  eager  for  improvement,  resort  to  this  repository 
of  the  works  of  genius  and  skill,  and  find  guidance 
and  encouragement  as  they  make  themselves  acquainted 
with  what  has  already  been  accomplished  in  their  re- 
spective domains,  and  are  made  hopeful  and  ardent  in 
their  efforts  after  excellence. 

Thus  among  our  whole  people,  is  felt  the  potent  and 
healthful  action  of  this  lai^e  and  careftdly  selected  de- 
pository of  literature,  science  and  art. 

Thus  among  all  classes,  is  there  diffused  a  love  of 
those  delights  which  attend  upon  the  culture  and  ex- 
ercise of  the  intellectual  powers. 

Thus  are  the  grosser  and  hurtful  modes  of  recrea- 
tion avoided  and  discouraged,  and  relaxation  from  toil 
is  no  longer,  from  necessity,  a  temptation  to  injurious 
indulgence. 

Thus  is  there  fostered  among  us  the  love  of  elegance 
and  refinement,  a  source  of  happiness  to  the  possessor 
and  full  of  good  fruit  in  every  community. 

Thus  do  we  encourage  in  their  efforts  after  improve- 
ment and  excellence,  those  who  could  not  by  their  un- 
aided exertions  find  access  to  those  helps  to  progress 
and  high  attainment  afforded  by  the  recorded  l&bors 
and  discoveries  of  those  who  have  trodden  successfully 
the  same  paths  before  them. 

Thus  do  we,  by  inciting  to  intellectual  effort  and  an 
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enlarged  and  refined  intellectual  action,  give  strength 
and  activity  to  the  higher  principles  of  our  nature. 

Thus  do  we  encourage  the  seekers  after  an  exalting 
and  refining  course  of  pursuit,  in  their  search  after  a 
knowledge  of  the  good,  the  beautiful  and  the  true  in 
the  domains  of  nature  and  art,  giving  a  healthy  and 
commanding  activity  to  those  tastes,  habits  and  pursuits, 
which  are  in  harmony  with  man's  exalted  nature  and 
position,  and  give  an  assurance  of  his  alliance  with  the 
spiritual  and  divine. 

And  we  feel  it  allowable  to  us  to  add,  to  this  brief 
enumeration  of  the  benefits  of  widening  and  deep- 
ening the  current  of  intellectual  wealth,  that  its  wa- 
ters are  not  given  for  man's  present  well  being  and  hap- 
piness only,  but  are  intended  to  mingle  in  harmonious 
and  aidful  action,  with  the  waters  of  life  of  that  pure 
river,  upon  whose  banks  is  found  the  tree  whose  leaves 
are  for  the  healing  and  salvation  of  the  nations. 

Guided  by  the  prominent  and  important  fact  that  in 
the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  an  institution  thus 
popular  in  its  origin  and  design,  the  reading  of  the 
people  should  be  diversified  and  attractive,  the  Trus- 
tees have  endeavored  so  to  distribute  their  outlavs  as 
to  meet  this  fundamental  necessity. 

Ours  is  a  Library  for  the  people.  To  meet  the  peo- 
ple's wants  and  the  people's  reasonable  expectations, 
the  books  of  a  Library  for  them  should  be 

•♦  Varions, 
That  the  mind  of  desultory  man, 
Btadioas  of  change  and  fond  of  noTeltj, 
Maj  be  indulged." 

Within  a  reasonable  limit,  this  desire  for  the  recent 
and  novel  must  be  recognized  and  gratified.  The 
new  publications,  when  within  the  nature  and  means 
of  our  institution,  must  be  foimd  upon  our  shelves. 
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There  are  attractions  in  a  new  book  which  some- 
times gives  a  charm  to  its  pages  to  which  it  has 
no  inherent  claim.  But  while  we  have,  as  we  believe, 
given  due  heed  in  sentiment  and  action  to  this  &ct, 
and  have,  in  this  respect,  met  the  public  expectation 
and  demand,  we  have,  to  a  greater  extent  than  here- 
tofore, added  to  the  number  of  volumes  of  the  stand- 
ard literature  of  our  language.  Such  books  constitute 
the  true  wealth  of  every  library ;  books  of  which  the 
beauty  never  j&des,  and  the  wisdom  is  for  all  the  ages. 

Injustice  is  done  to  the  popular  mind,  when  it  is 
represented  as  satisfied  with  the  perusal  of  the  light 
literature  of  the  day.  Most  singularly  unjust  and  of- 
fensive is  the  idea,  that  the  vile  pamphlets  which  are 
known  as  the  yellow  covered  literature  of  the  stews, 
are  found  to  any  considerable  extent  disseminated 
among  the  people.  These  books,  reeking  with  impur- 
ity and  poison,  filled  to  repletion  with  all  that  can 
stimulate  the  prurient  thought  and  give  fatal  activity  to 
the  beastly  appetite,  are  not,  we  are  confident,  often 
met  with  among  us. 

But  it  is  sorrowful  to  believe,  that,  to  some  extent,  the 
young  and  thoughtless  of  our  city  are  exposed  to  the 
deadly  contamination  of  these  pernicious  publications. 

We  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  guilty  vendors 
of  these  vile  pages  are  here,  carrying  on  in  secret  their 
horrible  traffic,  and  doing  all  in  their  power  to  spread 
among  our  youth  these  polluted  and  polluting  books. 

Let  the  public  sentiment  brand  the  culprit  with  the 
deepest  marks  of  its  execration. 

Let  the  public  authorities  bring  forth  from  his  hiding 
place  this  violator  of  human  and  divine  enactments. 

Let  the  outraged  law  visit  him  with  its  heaviest 
peoiaUieB,  and  shield  with  itcf  pzotectiBg  ana  the  youth 
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of  our*  city  firom  the  ruin  which  he  spreads  around  him. 

While  we  know  that  we  are  comparatively  free  from 
the  corrupting  influence  of  the  books  of  which  we 
have  been  speaking,  we  feel  also  confident,  that  there 
is  no  justice  in  the  declaration  that  the  public  are  sat- 
isfied with  what  is  popularly  called  the  light  literature 
of  the  press,  and  seek  no  acquaintance  with  the  more 
profitable  and  substantial  works  which  are  placed  witli- 
in  their  reach. 

We  believe  that  there  is  among  our  people  an  in- 
creasing disposition  to  give  their  tune  and  attention 
less  to  the  fictitious  and  ephemeral  publications  of  the 
day,  and  more  to  those  books,  which  give  to  the  reader 
not  only  that  pleasurable  excitement  which  affords  in- 
nocent recreation,  but  those  lessons  of  knowledge  and 
wisdom  which  render  the  perusal  of  their  pages  one 
of  the  most  profitable  pursuits  in  which  we  can  engage. 

We  rejoice  in  this  belief.  Although  we  would  pass 
no  censure  upon  that  course  of  reading  which  includes, 
to  some  extent,  the  light  literature  to  be  found  in  our 
depositories,  we  feel  anxious  that  such  mental  enter- 
tainment should  occupy  a  secondary  place  in  the  minds 
of  the  people.  We  are  fully  assured,  that  when  flie 
pleasure  and  profit  of  a  higher  grade  of  publications 
have  once  found  a  place  in  our  exjferience,  but  little 
siatis&ction  is  derived  from  the  pages  of  the  novels 
and  noveletts  which  fill  the  shelves  of  the  circulating 
Ubrary. 

The  work  of  training  the  mind  to  a  fondness  for 
reading  should  be  commenced  in  early  life.  The  habit 
of  reading  should  be  early  fbrmed.  And  while  the 
young  are  still  under  the  guidance  and  control  of  the 
parent  and  the  teacher,  should  the  foundation  be  laid, 
gf  that  habit  of  healthful  digoriimnation  which  will 
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lead,  in  maturer  age,  to  the  rejection  of  the  merely 
frivolous  and  exciting,  and  to  the  choice  of  such  books 
as  will  carry  forward  in  the  mind  and  heart  the  work 
which  anxious  and  judicious  parents  and  experienced 
and  interested  teachers,  have  commenced. 

We  would  coimsel  the  parent  to  give  earnest  heed 
to  this  important  subject  The  books  that  his  child  is 
reading  are  doing  a  work  of  good  or  evil  in  the  sus- 
ceptible mind  of  his  offspring,  and  in  this  branch  of 
his  training,  as  in  every  other,  will  it  be  found  to  be 
true 

**  That  aa  the  twig  is  bent  the  tree's  inclined." 

It  is  not  a  habit  of  reading,  merely,  that  brings  pleas- 
ure and  profit  in  its  train. 

A  depraved  appetite  may  be  created  which  seeks 
gratification  at  the  sacrifice  of  the  highest  good  of  the 
mind  and  heart. 

But  this  can  be  guarded  against,  if,  as  the  mental 
powers  expand,  they  are  exercised  and  disciplined,  and 
nourished,  by  a  course  of  reading  and  study  which 
shall  give  them  access  to  the  pure  fountains  of  our 
higher  literature.  .  The  children  of  our  schools  should 
read,  not  only  that  they  may  learn  that  important  art, 
but  that  the  love  of  the  true,  the  beautiful  and  good, 
may  be  awakened  and  cherished. 

The  use  of  good  books,  as  instruments  for  training 
the  young,  has  not  been  allowed  its  due  importance  by 
the  teachers  and  superintendents  of  our  schools  and 
academies. 

Reading  and  Grammar,  while  they  have  occupied  a 
prominent  place  upon  the  list  of  studies,  have  too  gen- 
erally had  attached  to  them  a  meaning  so  restricted 
and  technical,  that  they  have  failed  to  fulfill  the  impor- 
tant work  which  truly  belongs  to  them.    If  the  max- 
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ims  and  definitions  of  lindley  Murray  are  recognized 
as  the  supreme  law,  and  every  word  and  sentence  ar- 
ranged and  spoken  in  strict  conformity  with  some  one 
of  tiie  l^on  of  the  manuals  of  those  language-mon- 
gers whose  Grammars  have  become  a  nuisance  among 
us,  the  work  is  supposed  to  be  accomplished. 

But  all  this  may  be  done,  and  the  disciple  of  Murray 
remain  without  any  just  conception  of  the  powers  and 
beauties  of  our  noble  language.  All  this  may  be  done, 
and  yet  the  reading  of  the  scholar  be  utterly  powerless. 
All  this  may  be  done,  and  yet  the  reader  may  not  have 
the  least  apprehension  of  those  niceties  of  meaning, 
those  felicities  of  phrase  and  that  profundity  of 
thought,  which  constitute  the  excellence  of  the  com- 
position. 

These  remarks  are  not,  we  would  respectfully  sub- 
mit, irrelevant  to  the  object  of  this  report  The  pur- 
poses of  the  Free  Public  Library  are  the  recreation, 
elevation  and  improvement  of  the  public  mind.  The 
books  to  accomplish  this  work  must  be  read,  and  read 
with  a  capacity  to  apprehend  their  meaning  and  with 
a  mind  trained  to  a  love  of  the  beautiful  and  true. 

The  books  of  our  Library  best  fitted  to  carry  for- 
ward the  work  of  education,  commenced  in  the  PubUc 
School,  are  those  which  will  not  be  read  at  all,  or  if 
read,  will  not  be  appreciated,  by  those  who  come  forth 
from  our  schools  destitute  of  the  tastes  and  tendencies 
which  seek  opportunities  for  elevation  and  improvement. 

Deeply  impressed  with  this  truth,  and  clearly  con- 
vinced of  the  potential  position  of  our  higher  litera- 
ture in  the  work  of  training  for  usefulness  and  happi- 
ness the  minds  and  hearts  of  the  people,  we  have  felt 
it  to  be  our  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  x>arents  and 
teachers  to  this  subject 
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A  great  and  good  work  will  have  been  effected,  when 
all  our  teachers  shall  clearly  understand,  and  under- 
standingly  inculcate  the  sentiment,  that  correct  read- 
ing is  not  an  attractive  and  powerful  delivery ;  and 
that  a  memory  loaded  by  flattery  or  flagellation  with 
every  particle  of  the  weariness  of  Murray  and  Brown, 
furnishes  but  little  aid  in  the  work  of  obtaining  an 
accurate  and  extensive  knowledge  of  our  noble  Eng- 
lish tongue. 

A  knowledge  of  language  and  the  ability  to  use  it 
rightly,  and  fully  to  imderstand  the  written  thoughts 
of  others,  or  effectually  to  give  them  utterance,  are  ac- 
quisitions which  follow  a  diligent  and  comprehensive 
study  of  the  writings  of  those  master  minds,  whose 
genius  and  labor  have  built  up  the  massive  and  beau- 
tiful structure  of  English  literature. 

A  mmd  thus  prepared  to  appreciate  and  enjoy  the 
books  of  a  well  selected  depository,  can  understand 
and  appreciate  the  language  of  the  poet  in  his  address 
to  the  silent  teachers  upon  the  shelves  of  his  library : 

•*  Whether  'tis  yonn  to  lead  the  willing  mind 
Throagh  history's  mues,  and  the  turnings  find ; 
Or  whether  led  hj  science,  ye  retire. 
Lost  and  bewildered  in  the  Tast  desire ; 
Whether  the  muse  InTites  yon  to  her  bowers, 
And  crowns  yonr  placid  brows  with  liring  flowers ; 
Or  godlike  wisdom  teaches  you  to  show 
The  noblest  road  to  happiness  below ; 
Or  men  and  manners  prompt  the  easy  page 
To  mark  the  flying  follies  of  the  age : 
WhatcTer  good  ye  boast,  that  good  impart ; 
Inform  the  head  and  rectifjr  the  heart.'' 

During  the  year  ending  the  4th  instant,  there  have 
been  taken  from  the  Library,  twentjf^three  thousand  two 
hundred  and/ortjf  books. 
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The  number  of  new  cards  issued  within  the  same 
period  is  seven  hundred  and  Jifty-faur. 

The  whole  number  of  cards  issued  is  three  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  thirtjf'Seven. 

The  number  of  books  out  at  this  time  is  about  twelve 
hundred. 

Nine  hundred  and  seventy-nine  volumes  have  been, 
added  to  the  Library. 

Of  this,  number,  one  hundred  and  Jive  are  donations. 

The  number  of  volumes  now  belonging  to  the  Li- 
brary is  rising  nine  thousand. 

We  would  respectfully  recommend  to  the  City  Gov- 
ernment an  appropriation  of  the  same  sum  for  the 
maintenance  and  increase  of  the  Library  as  has  been 
for  the  last  two  years,  devoted  to  this  object.  This 
sum  has  been  found  sufficient  to  pay  the  annual  ex- 
penses, preserve  the  Library  from  deterioration,  and 
allow  of  an  outlay  for  books  sufficiently  large  to  meet 
the  reasonable  expectations  of  the  public. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Library,  in  their  last  Annual 
Eeport,  use  the  following  language  with  reference  to  a 
building  for  its  safety  and  accommodation. 

"  While  the  Board  would  express  themselves  satisfied 
with  the  appropriation  which  was  last  year  voted  to  the 
'  support,  maintenance  and  increase'  of  the  Public  Li- 
brary, and  believe  that  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dol- 
lars for  the  next  year  will  be  sufficient  to  sustain  it  in 
a  creditable  and  useful  position,  they  feel  bound  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  City  Grovemment  to  the  fact  that 
more  extensive  and  securer  apartments  are  demanded 
for  its  accommodation. 

"  The  rooms  now  occupied  by  the  Library  are  limit- 
ed and  unsafe.  The*  public  need  better  accommoda- 
tions, and  the  books  a  safer  depository.    Our  rooms 
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are  often  too  crowded  for  safety,  comfort  or  conven- 
ience. Our  books,  now  a  large  and  valuable  collection, 
are  every  moment  exposed  to  destruction.  We  feel 
bound  to  state  these  facts  without  circumlocution  or 
qualification. 

"  The  public  good,  in  its  highest  and  most  compre- 
hensive meaning,  demands,  in  our  opinion,  a  deposi- 
tory for  the  Public  Library,  more  extensive  and  more 
secure.  The  value  of  the  books  it  contains,  and  the 
position  it  now  occupies  in  the  public  mind,  claim  for 
it  the  means  of  a  safer  and  more  advantageous  ar- 
rangement for  its  keeping  and  its  use.  In  what  way 
shall  these  objects  so  desirable,  may  we  not  say  indis- 
pensable, be  obtained  'i  How  shall  this  great  and  im- 
minent want  be  met  ?" 

The  operations  of  the  City  Council  during  the  year, 
render  it  apparent,  that  these  views  in  relation  to  more 
convenient  and  safer  accommodations  for  the  Library, 
were  met  with  favor  on  the  part  of  its  members.  The 
response  to  the  earnest  questioning  of  the  Trustees, 
was  a  liberal  and  sufficient  appropriation  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  building  for  the  New  Bedford  Free  Public 
library. 

But  another  year  has  passed  by  and  the  books  are 
still  where  they  long  have  been ;  imperfectly  arranged, 
because  space  is  wanting  to  have  them  otherwise,  and 
constantly  exposed  to  loss,  injury  and  destruction,  and 
the  pubUc  are  still  suffering  from  the  restricted  accom- 
modations allowed  them  when  they  visit  the  Library. 

It  belongs  not  to  us  to  review  the  proceedings  of  the 
City  authorities  in  relation  to  this  subject,  with  a  view 
to  the  determination  of  the  question,  why,  with  a  Coun- 
cil unanimous  in  its  action  upon  the  proposition  to  erect 
a  buildizig  for  the  Library,  the  buildingis  not  erected, 
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and  the  books  still  remain  in  their  exposed  and  incon- 
venient location. 

It  would  have  been  highly  gratifying  to  the  Board, 
had  they  been  called  upon  to  discharge  any  service, 
however  humble,  in  the  important  work  of  providing 
for  the  City  a  building  for  its  Library,  worthy  of  the 
wealth,  liberality  and  intelligence  of  our  inhabitants, 
and  of  that  prompt,  decisive  and  liberal  action  which 
marked  the  proceedings  that  resulted  in  the  appro- 
priation for  this  purpose. 

But  while  the  execution  of  this  enlightened  and 
generous  design  must  be  left  with  their  'successors,  it 
will  always  remain  an  honorable  distinction  of  the 
present  Municipal  Body,  that  they  have  laid  the  foun- 
dation for  its  ultimate  accomplishment. 

We  would  most  respectfully  avoid  any  expression 
of  feeling  or  opinion,  that  does  not  belong  to  the  posi- 
tion we  occupy  in  relation  to  this  subject,  as  the  ser- 
vants of  the  Council.  We  have  set  forth  the  wants 
of  the  Library.  We  have  shown  the  necessity  for 
ampler  and  safer  accommodations.  We  have  endeav- 
ored to  present  to  you  a  faithful  statement  of  the  pub- 
lic wants  and  the  public  wishes.  It  only  remains  for 
us  to  express  the  hope,  that  it  may  be  found  in  accor- 
dance with  the  public  convenience,  and  a  proper  re- 
gard to  prudence  and  economy  to  have  no  further  delay 
in  the  commencement  of  this  important  undertaking. 

The  year  that  has  passed,  like  those  which  have 
preceded  it,  since  the  opening  of  the  Library,  has  af- 
forded evidence  of  the  interest  with  which  it  is  re- 
garded by  the  friends  of  "  a  more  genial  culture"  both 
at  home  and  abroad. 

Books  and  other  publications  have  been  received  as 
follows : 


1856.  TRUSTEES*  REPORT.  15 

From  Mrs.  Eliza  Wood,  Charles  L.  Flint,  Esq.,  Sec- 
retary of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  the  Hon.  J.  H.  W. 
Page,  of  Boston,  the  Hon.  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  Prof 
Louis  Agassiz,  through  the  Hon.  John  H.  Clifford,  A. 
D.  Bache,  Esq.,  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey, 
Martyn  Paine,  Esq.,  Thomas  A.  Greene,  Esq.,  J.  B. 
Congdon,  Esq.,  the  Hon.  Shepherd  Knapp,  of  New 
York,  Charles  Johnson,  Esq.,  of  Norwich,  Henry  C. 
-Carey,  Esq,  of  Philadelphia,  Messrs.  Lindsay  &  Black- 
stone,  of  Philadelphia,  Doct.  Edward  Jarvis,  of  Dor- 
chester, John  Hartshorn,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  the  Smith- 
sonian Institute,  the  Connecticut  Horticulturat  Soci- 
ety, the  State  of  New  York,  the  Board  of  Education 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  the  Commissioner  of  Pa- 
tents, the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Commission- 
ers of  the  Boston  Public  Library,  by  the  Hon.  Robert 
C.  Winthrop. 

Some  of  the  works  thus  received  are  rare  and  val- 
uable, all  useful,  and  all  more  than  welcome.  La  ac- 
cordance with  our  duty  and  our  rules,  we  have  already 
expressed  our  thanks  to  the  generous  donors  for  their 
valuable  contributions.  We  would,  however,  in  this 
public  and  general  manner,  convey  to  them  on  behalf 
of  our  City,  a  renewed  declaration  of  our  grateful  feel- 
ings. May  this  thoughtful  regard  for  the  welfare  and 
progress  of  our  highly  cherished  Institution  continue 
and  increase ;  so  that  every  year  the  Trustees  may  be 
called  upon  to  discharge  the  pleasing  duty  of  making 
public  a  long  and  continually  lengthening  list  of  its 
friends  and  benefactors. 

We  would  close  our  Report  by  recommending  the 
Free  Public  Library  to  the  continued  regard  and  fos- 
tering care  of  the  Government  and  the  People. 
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A  small  balance  remains  on  the  books  of  the  City 
Treasurer  to  the  credit  of  the  account 

All  of  wliich  is  respectfully  submitted, 
GEORGE  ROWLAND,  Jr., 

Mayor  of  the  City,  and,  ex-officio^ 

Pres't  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
Abner  J.  Phipps,  Sec'y. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES 


OF  THE 


nU  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


The  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library  present  to 
tbe  City  Council,  their  Fifth  Annual  Report. 

The  general  aspects  of  the  institution  are  unchanged. 
It  has  continued  to  do  its  work,  imparting  to  our  peo- 
ple useful  instruction  and  innocent  and  improving  rec- 
Kation.  It  still  maintains  its  high  position  in  the  minds 
of  the  people ;  every  year  finds  it  more  firmly  rooted 
iQ  their  regards,  and  thus  far  the  administration  of  its 
affairs  has  been  in  harmony  with  the  principles  upon 
^hich  it  was  established,  and  has  given  satisfaction  to 
^"^  inhabitants  of  the  city. 

f'or  more  than  four  years  it  has  been  in  successful 
operation,  giving  evidence  from  its  results  of  tho  wis- 
dom which  planned,  the  liberality  which  established, 
^'^d  of  the  enlightened  and  vigilant  guardianship  by 
^bich  it  has  been  cherished  and  sustained. 

In  every  respect  in  whicti  it  can  be  viewed,  it  must 
^  regarded  as  a  most  BucceBsful  undertaking.     The 
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people  of  Now  licdford  have  found  it  a  source  of  giMt 
and  eii(Iurii)^  cidv:nita<i;e.     It  has  entertained,  enligli^ 
encd,  and  improvod  thorn.     They  have  realized  from  it 
advantajjos  bc^yond  the  promise  of  its  inception.     The 
range  of  its  inHucncr  has  been  wider  tind  deeper.     Itl 
educational  foaturcs  are  gradually  unfolding,  and  gil^ 
ing  it  a  higher  and  more  comprehensive  position.     Tt 
is  at  work  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  the  people,  and 
the  more  influential  it  becomes,  the  more  deeply  it  is 
cherished,  and  the  more  active  and  earnest  is  the  dfr 
termination  to  sustain  it  in  all  its  integrity  aud  to  en- 
large the  sphere  of  its  operations.     It  has  come  to  be 
indentified  with  our  views  of  Municipal  prosperity  and 
well-being ;  and  while  partaking  of  its  advantages,  we 
arc  not  indifierent  to  the  fact,  that  our  city   has   in- 
creased its  reputation  by  its  early  and  earnest  action  in 
this  direction. 

The  establishment  of  a  Free  Public  liibrary,  while 
it  has  been  profitable  to  our  people,  has  brought  us  a 
rich  harvest  of  i)raise.  Its  [)lan,  progress  and  position, 
are  subjects  of  remark  and  commendation  in  all  parts 
of  the  country.  Now  tliat  four  years  of  successful 
experience  have  sanctioned  the  wdsdom  which  gave  to 
us  the  theory  of  a  Library  for  the  people,  many  other 
communities  are  looking  towards  us  earnestly  and 
hopefully ;  and  there  are  movements  making  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  our  country,  indicated  by  the  constant  de- 
mands which  are  making  for  our  reports,  which  pro- 
mise the  extension  of  the  principle  and  plan  to  many 
of  our  sister  municipalities. 

We  look  upon  it  as  a  most  fortunate  and  important 
circumstance,  that  we  have,  in  this  city,  made  a  demon- 
stration so  successful,  of  the  principle  upon  which  the 
law  of  our  Commonwealth  is  founded.    Had  there  been 
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wanting  in  our  experiment,  the  liberality  and  devoted- 
ness  which  are  the  onlv  foundation  for  success  in  such 
an  undertaking,  the  result  would  have  been  without 
utility  or  influence.  Fortunately  for  us,  and  may  we 
not  say,  fortunately  for  the  cause  of  public  enlighten- 
ment and  a  free  and  generous  intellectual  culture, 
there  was,  in  the  beginning,  and  there  always  has  been, 
in  the  Councils  of  our  city,  a  deep,  active,  enlightened 
conviction,  that  a  Free  Public  Libiarv  is  an  institution 
which  belongs  to  our  highest  ideas  of  a  rightly  con- 
stituted municipality.  The  action  of  our  City  Govern- 
ment has  been  in  harraonv  with  tliis  conviction  ;  and 
while  it  has  given  to  our  community  an  educational 
establishment  of  great  and  constantly  increasing  in- 
terest and  value,  it  has  quickened  into  activity  and 
hopeful  effort  many  thoughtful  minds  and  earnest 
hearts  in  various  parts  of  our  country,  who  have  heard 
of  our  undertaking  and  its  successful  issue.  We  are 
gratified  at  this  result.  A  measure  so  successful  here, 
cannot  fail  of  success  in  other  connnunities  similarly 
situated.  It  is  good  for  any  i)eople,  to  unite  in  estab- 
lishing and  fostering  an  institution  having  for  its  object 
the  public  enlightenment  and  welfare.  There  is  dig- 
nity and  elevation  in  the  union  of  tlie  minds  and  hearts 
of  a  community  in  such  a  work.  I'liere  are  elements 
^  It  which  elevate  it  above  all  the  conflicts  of  party, 
above  all  the  disturbing,  dividing  and  alienating  cir- 
^^imstances  which  are  found  to  exist  wherever  men 
l^ve  gathered  for  their  common  welfare.  It  is  sig- 
^ficant  of  progress  in  the  right  direction,  wlien  we 
"^dsuch  a  work  has  been  accom[)lished — it  gives  en- 
^ttragement  and  liope  when  the  minds  of  any  com- 
munity are  intent  upon  engaging  in  such  an  under- 
tftking— it  Sa  a  source  of  gratification  and  of  commeu- 
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dable  pride  to' know,  that  such  a  purpose  and  such  a 
consummation  have  an  intimate  and  important  con- 
nection with  our  own  united  and  successful  movement. 
To  such  of  our  sister  communities  as  may  now  be  giv- 
ing their  attention  to  the  subject  of  Free  Public  Li- 
braries, we  can  say  with  confidence,  that  the  success 
which  has  attended  the  effort  here,  has  been  far  beyond 
the  highest  anticipations  of  those  who  were  the  pio- 
neers in  the  enterprize.  The  statements  contained  in 
the  former  Reports  of  this  Board,  showing  the  bene- 
ficial operations  of  the  institution,  the  interest  with 
which  it  is  regarded  by  the  people,  and  the  elevated 
position  which  it  has  attained,  under  the  fostering  influ- 
ence of  enlightened  municipal  action,  demand  from  us 
neither  denial  or  modification.  On  the  contrary,  we 
can  cheerfully  unite  with  those  who  have  preceded  us 
in  the  honorable  position  of  Trustees  of  the  New  Bed- 
ford Free  Public  Library,  in  giving  the  sanction  of  our 
judgment  and  experience  to  the  declarations  which 
they  have  so  repeatedly  and  earnestly  given  forth  to 
the  public.  In  the  Reports  of  our  predecessors,  there 
is  to  be  found  a  faithful  record  of  what  the  public  has 
done  for  the  Library,  and  what  the  Library  has  done 
for  the  public.  This  record  may  be  received  Avithout 
qualification  or  modification.  It  is  a  record  creditable 
to  our  city,  and  full  of  encouragement  to  the  friends 
of  a  more  genial  culture  everywhere.  To  all,  here  or 
elsewhere,  who  would  acquaint  themselves  with  the 
history  of  this  successful  fulfillment  of  a  wise  design 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  this  record  may  be  given, 
as  one  reliable  in  its  facts,  and  useful  as  an  encourage- 
ment and  guide,  to  those  who  would  imitate  and  profit 
by  the  example  which  it  furnishes. 
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The  year  now  about  to  close,  while  it  does  not  call 
upon  us  to  lay  before  the  City  Council  any  facts  of  ma- 
terial importance  in  the  operations  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  is  nevertheless,  an  important  one  in  the  his- 
tory of  our  cherished  institution.     On  the  2^th  day  of 
August  last,  the  comer  stone  of  our  Library  edifice 
was  laid ;  and  on  the  day  that  this  Report  will  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  City  Government,  the  build- 
ing will  be  nearly  finished. 

The  completion  of  this  work  will  form  a  memorable 
era  in  the  history  of  the  Public  Library  of  New  Bed- 
ford. Anxious  as  the  Trustees  of  this  institution  have 
been  for  a  place  of  deposit  for  our  large,  valuable,  and 
constantly  increasing  collection,  less  liable  to  destruc- 
tion, more  convenient  of  access,  and  more  ample  in  its 
accommodations  for  the  visitors  to  the  Library ;  and 
earnest  and  unremitted  as  have  been  their  efforts  and 
appeals,  a  consummation  so  complete  had  hardly  been 
within  the  range  of  their  hopes,  much  less  of  their  ex- 
pectations. Constituting  but  a  part  of  the  Body 
charged  by  the  City  Council  with  the  duty  of  super- 
intending the  erection  of  the  building,  it  belongs  not 
to  ns  to  enter  into  the  details  of  the  work  now  so  near 
a  successful  completion.  Upon  the  Board  of  Com- 
nrisaioners,  whose  labors  are  soon  to  close,  will  it  de- 
volve to  lay  before  you  the  details  of  those  operations 
which  have,  under  their  direction,  resulted  in  the  erec- 
tion of  an  edifice  for  the  Free  Public  Library,  safe  and 
enduring  in  its  character,  ample  and  commodious  in 
Its  arrangements,  and  beautiful  and  harmonious  in  all 
Its  architectural  features. 

The  circumstances  under  which  the  work  was  com- 
menced, are  familiar  to  the  Council  and  the  people. 
A  simple  but  impressive  ceremonial  marked  the  occa- 
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sioii  when  the  conior  stone  was  laid,  and  in  the  ad- 
dresses then  delivered  and  subsequently  published  and 
distributed  amonii:  the  people,  are  to  be  found,  the  his- 
tory of  the  ^lunicipal  action  wliich  led  to  the  event, 
and  some  of  the  farts  and  associations  which  rendered 
the  occasion  interestinsr  and  memorable  to  the  inhabi. 
tants  of  our  citv.  The  name  of  the  Architect,*  who  had 
planned,  and  of  the  builder,t  who  had  taken  upon  him- 
self to  execute,  are  there  given.  Full  of  confidence 
and  hope,  inspired  by  what  had  been  at  that  time  ac- 
complislied,  one  of  those  upon  whom  had  been  con- 
fen*ed  the  honor  of  addressing  tlie  people  on  the  occa- 
sion, thus  gave  expression  to  tlie  feelings  and  anticipa- 
tions of  those  who  had  been  charged  with  the  under- 
taking. 

"  The  foundation  walls  are  firmly  placed ;  the  cor- 
ner stone  is  immovably  fixed  in  its  appropriate  posi- 
tion ;  an  enlightened  and  ever  to  be  commemorated 
public  liberality  has  provided  ample  means  ;  devoted, 
earnest  and  competent  Commissioners  have  been  select- 
ed and  given  themselves  to  the  work ;  an  Architect,  with 
a  large  experience,  a  cultivated  taste,  and  an  affluence  of 
that  zeal  and  love  of  the  beautiful  and  true,  which  finds 
its  highest  reward  in  giving  form  and  fixedness  to 
their  creations,  has  given  us  arrangements  of  conven- 
ience and  elevations  of  beauty ;  a  master  builder  has 
grappled  with  the  undertaking,  who  to  that  clear  appre- 
hension of  beautv  and  fitness  which  lies  at  the  founda- 
tion  of  architectural  success,  and  that  practical  knowl- 
edge without  which  all  architectural  affluence  were 
as  worthless  as  the  baseless  fabric  of  a  vision,  unites 
that  love  of  art,  that  meritorious  striving  after  excel- 

*  Solomon  K.  Raton,  Rsq. 
t  Henry  JMeirc,  Esq. 
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lence,  that  praiseworthy  emulation  after  a  high  and 
enduring  reputation,  which  are  an  earnest  of  well- 
doing, and  a  pledge  that  a  liberal  devotedness  of  means 
and  a  design  of  skill  and  beauty  can  be  entrusted  to 
his  mechanical  guardianship. 

"  Thus  auspiciously  have  we  commenced  our  work. 
Thus  do  we  find  on  the  day  devoted  to  the  important 
and  interesting  ceremony  of  placing  the  corner  stone 
of  our  edifice,  that  the  forms  and  the  forces  by  whose 
combination  and  harmonious  action  the  work  is  to  be 
accomplished  are  all  arranged  and  marshalled,  and 
give  to  all  an  assurance  of  a  speedy  and  perfect  con- 
summation. 

"Allow  me,  fellow-citizens,  to  congratulate  you 
upon  this  memorable  and  auspicious  event.  Allow  me 
to  use  the  language  of  a  chastened  exultation  and  a 
reasonable  enthusiasm  in  view  of  the  high  position  giv- 
en to  us  as  a  community  by  this  noble  work,  and  of  the 
unspeakable  advantages  which  will  flow  to  this  people 
from  the  institution  which  will  have  this  beautiful  ed- 
ifice as  the  guardian  of  its  intellectual  treasures ;  the 
attractive  home  of  the  seekers  after  intellectual  en- 
joyment and  wealth,  the  perennial  source  and  the  truth- 
fril  emblazonry  of  refinement,  high  mental  cultivation, 
wid  a  correct  taste,  and  a  heartfelt  love  of  all  things 
l>eautiful  and  pure." 

These  hopes  and  anticipations  have  been  realized. 
There  has  been  "harmonious  action'  between  the 
"forms  and  the  forces"  by  which  the  work  was  to  be 
accomplished.  He  who  designed,  and  he  who  had  been 
^ected  to  execute,  have  come  up  to  the  full  measure 
^i  this  confident  and  hopeful  announcement.  In  no 
'aspect  have  they  come  short  of  the  anticipations  thus 
expressed ;  and  aided  by  the  labors  of  the  Commission 
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charged  with  the  superintendence  and  direction  of  the 
work,  they  have  erected  a  building  substantial  and  neat 
in  its  workmanship,  convenient  in  its  arrangements,  and 
beautiful  and  striking  in  its  architectural  characteristics. 

We  should  do  violence  to  the  feelings  with  which 
we  have  constantly  regarded  this  undertaking,  should 
we  fail  to  congratulate  the  City  Council  and  the  people 
they    represent,  upon  the  completion  of  this  worl^t 

The  "  ornate  and  enduring  receptacle  and  safeguard 
of  our  Bibliothecal  Treasures,"  thus  characterised  in 
anticipation,  is  completed ;  and  in  no  respect  does  it 
fall  short  of  the  high  hopes  and  expectations  which 
found  expression  in  the  language  we  have  transferred 
to  our  Report  The  building  is  an  ornament  to  our 
city ;  and  when  associated,  as  it  ever  will  be,  with  the 
enlightened  and  honorable  purpose  in  which  it  had  its 
origin,  will,  as  long  as  its  walls  shall  endure,  be  a 
source  of  commendable  pride  and  satisfaction  to  the 
inhabitants  of  New  Bedford.  And  we  shall  all  be 
proud  to  remember,  and  the  memory  thereof  will  linger 
with  many  of  the  generations  who  will  succeed  us,  that 
not  only  is  it  true,  that  the  library  that  is  to  be  placed 
within  its  walls,  was  "  the  very  first  Free  Public 
Library  known  to  the  annals  of  the  world,"  but  it 
is  also  true  that  this  is  the  very  first  Free  Public 
Library  Edifice  ever  completed. 

Although  the  principal  room  of  the  building  is 
completed,  several  weeks  must  elapse  before  it  will  be 
ready  for  the  reception  of  the  books.  In  the  mean 
time,  a  thorough  examination  of  the  library  must  be 
made,  and  measures  taken  for  a  more  perfect  classifica* 
tion  and  convenient  arrangement. 

That  this  may  be  done  effectively,  the  books  must 
all  be  called  in,  and  for  a  short  period  retained.     The 
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public  will  gain  by  a  detention,  which  will  allow  the 
Trustees  to  open  the  doors  of  the  new  buildinfj,  with 
every  arrangement  for    the  accommodation   of   the 
inhabitants,   carefully  matured  and   effectually  com- 
pleted.    It  will  be  a  work  of  much  labor ;  but  that 
the  advantages  of  our  beautiful  and  convenient  rooms 
may  not  be  lost,  there  must  be  given  to  our  operations, 
when  they  shall  re-commence  under  such  auspicious 
circumstances,  the  advantages  of  a  plan  the  most  perfect 
that  it  may  be  in  the  power  of  the  managers  to  provide. 
Our  efficient  and  industrious  Librarian,  ever  intent 
upon  promoting  in  every  way  in  his  power  the  useful- 
ness of  the  institution  and  the  convenience  of  the 
public,  has  already  made  much  progress  in  the  work 
of  preparing  a  catalogue.     This  is  a  laborious  under- 
taking; but  when  completed  it  will  be  of  essential 
wrvice  to  those  who  wish  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
advantages  of  the  Library. 

With  the  occupancy  of  the  library  edifice,  a  perfect 
wrangement  of  the  books,  and  the  completion  of  the 
catalogue,  a  new  impulse  and  an  enlarged  sphere  of 
operations  will  be  given  to  our  Free  Public  Library, 
Then  will  the  idea  of  those  who  gave  the  first  impulse 
to  this  movement  be  realized.  Then  shall  it  be  the 
^t  of  our  city,  that  it  has  within  its  borders, 
established  by  the  people  and  by  the  people  cherished 
^d  sustained,  free  to  all  as  the  schools  and  the  high- 
^ys  are  free,  attractive  to  all  by  its  concomitants  of 
^Mtectual  fitness  and  beauty,  convenient  for  all  by 
^^^Rements  of  careful  and  comprehensive  adaptation, 
^d  accessible  to  all  from  its  central  and  prominent 
position,  an  institution,  established  and  dedicated  and 
stained  for  the  high  and  noble  purpose  of  informing, 
dfivatmg  and  refining  the  minds  of  the  people,  giving 
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to  those  whom  the  public  schools  can  no  longer  retain, 
educational  facilities  calculated  to  stimulate  and  satisfy 
the  never  dying  thirst  after  knowledge  which  claims 
the  companionship  of  every  rightly  directed  mind; 
winning  the  young  to  the  love  of  books,  to  the  love  of 
a  pure  and  elevating  literature,  to  the  love  of  refined 
and  intellectual  pursuits  and  recreations,  while  it  opens 
avenues  to  the  attainment  of  useful  knowledge,  and 
aids  in  the  important  labor  of  preparing  them  for  the 
work  which  their  hands  may  find  to  do  ;  affording  op- 
portunities seldom  enjoyed,  for  the  females  of  the 
community  to  participate,  not  only  in  the  advantages 
to  be  derived  from  books,  but  in  the  pleasure  and  profit 
of  quiet  and  prolonged  study ;  multiplying  in  many 
ways  the  enjoyments  of  the  i)eople,  while  it  gives 
dignity  to  intellectual  pursuits,  and  throws  the  charms 
of  a  refined  and  cultivated  taste  around  the  pleasures 
and  pursuits  of  all  conditions  and  all  classes ;  giving 
to  all  loftier  and  more  comi)rchending  views  of  man's 
intellectual  capacity ;  aiding  in  the  formation  of  those 
habits  of  self-respect  which  all  should  cherish,  and 
those  habits  of  thought  and  mental  action  which 
adorn  and  dignify,  while  they  elevate  and  protect ;  in 
a  word,  spreading  broad-cast  througli  our  community 
those  aids  to  mental  and  moral  efforts,  to  the  love  of 
knowledge  and  the  desire  for  excellence,  which  give 
hope  and  strength  in  the  struggle  of  life,  which  throw 
around  the  pathway  of  existence  the  light  of  all  things 
beautiful,  and  the  love  of  all  things  pure,  and  which 
while  they  constitute  the  most  elevating  and  enduring 
of  man's  earthly  purposes  and  hopes,  are  significant  of 
that  alliance  and  destiny  which  belong  to  him  as  an 
immortal  being,  and  are,  in  their  highest  and  purest 
form,  "golden  links  which  connect  the  children  of 
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earth  with  the  throne  of  the  Eternal,"  and  which  the 
religion  of  the  Gospel  so  hallows  and  directs,  that  the 
problem  of  man's  destiny  is  solved,  and  the  Christian 
finds  himself  the  recipient  of  the  promise  of  this  world 
and  of  that  w^hich  is  to  come. 

With  regard  to  the  increase  of  the  library,  the  same 
general  plan  has  been  followed  as  in  previous  years. 
Of  the  new  issues  from  the  press,  such  have  been 
added  as  w^ere  in  accordance  with  our  design  and 
within  the  reach  of  our  means,  while  of  the  standard 
literature  of  our  language  we  have  made  a  large  num- 
ber of  valuable  accessions.  Every  year  has  found  us, 
through  the  judicious  expenditure  of  the  means  which 
the  liberality  of  the  Council  has  annually  devoted  to 
this  object,  with  a  large  increase  of  valuable  books 
both  new  and  old ;  and  although  the  process  is  slow, 
yet  we  look  for^vard  to  the  time,  when  the  united 
action  of  public  and  private  liberality,  and  a  wise  and 
prudent  administration  of  our  means,  shall  give  to  the 
people  of  our  city  a  library,  second  to  none  in  our 
Commonwealth  in  all  that  constitutes  the  real  wealth 
of  such  an  institution. 

We  feel  that  we  are,  as  yet,  but  upon  the  threshold 
of  our  undertaking.  To  perfect  it,  will  call  for  many 
"^ys  and  years  of  earnest  and  well-directed  effort, 
^ere  must  be  the  same  enlightened  liberality"  and  the 
same  unremitting  devotedness  bestowed  upon  the  insti- 
tution now  so  highly  and  so  justly  appreciated,  if  we 
^ould  continue  to  have  it  a  source  of  usefulness  and 
^^  object  of  regard,  and  if  we  would  ensure  for  it  that 
^P^ovement  and  progress  which  constitute  indispensa- 
ole  elements  in  its  constitution.  But  as  we  look  upon 
the  past,  we  have  no  fears  for  the  future.  The  work 
"  ^  the  hands  of  the  people.     By  them  it  will  con- 
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tinue  to  be  cherished  and  sustained,  and  the  children 
of  those  by  whom  it  was  established,  educated  under 
its  influence,  and  taught  to  look  upon  it  as  an  institu- 
tion held  in  special  regard,  by  their  fathers,  will  not 
fail  to  bestow  upon  it  that  fostering  attention  which 
will  ensure  its  continuance  and  prosperity. 

We  are  gratified  to  be  able  to  announce  the  receipt 
of  many  valuable  books  as  donations  to  our  institution. 
The  names  of  the  donors  will  be  found  connected  with 
this  report.  There  is  no  part  of  our  duty  that  gives 
us  more  pleasure,  than  that  which  calls  upon  us  to  lay 
before  our  fellow-citizens  this  portion  of  the  records  of 
our  board.  To  the  thoughtful  and  enlightened  liberali- 
ty and  attention  of  our  friends,  we  are  indebted  for 
many  highly  cherished  volumes.  Every  such  volume 
is  regarded  by  us  with  a  special  interest.  It  brings 
with  itself  the  welcome  and  encouraging  fact,  that, 
beyond  the  circle  of  those  who  have  been  oflicially 
entrusted  with  the  management  of  the  library,  there 
are  many  who  are  heedful  of  its  importance,  and  who 
are  desirous  of  promoting  its  prosperity  and  usefulness. 
The  reflection,  to  those  who  are  charged  with  its  man- 
agement, is  ever  a  joyous  one,  that  the  number  of  those 
is  large  and  increasing  whose  thoughts  are  intent  upon 
its  interests,  and  whose  minds  and  hearts  are  "  devising 
liberal  things"  with  regard  to  it.  Again  would  we 
express  our  grateful  acknowledgements  to  those  who 
have  been  thus  thoughtful  of  us,  and  who  have  placed 
upon  our  records  and  our  shelves  the  evidence  of  their 
enlightened  and  benevolent  regard.  In  all  coming 
time,  will  this  portion  of  our  municipal  records  be 
regarded  with  a  deep  and  abiding  interest.  The  gen- 
erations which  shall  come  after  us  will  seek  upon  it  for 
the  names  fLthose  who  have  thus  come  down  to  them 
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as  public  benefactors,  and  children  will  be  gratified  to 
find  there,  the  names  of  parents  who  have  honored 
themselves  and  honored  them^  by  contributing  to  the 
growth  and   prosperity  of  an  institution  so  closely 
identified  with  the  prosperity  and  reputation  of  the  citj-. 
While  we  thus  do  justice  to  the  past,  may  we  not  be 
allowed  to  express   ourselves  hopefully  and  earnestly 
for  the  future.     With  no  considerations  to  influence 
us  but  such  as  belong  to  a  deeply  rooted  conviction 
that  we  are  "  zealously  affected  in  a  good  thing,"  we 
could  wish  to  find  access  to  many,  whose  "  pure  minds" 
if  once  "  stirred  up  by  way  of  remembrance,"  would 
not  fail  to  "  devise  liberal  things  concerning  us.     We 
know  that  it  may  be  most  emphatically  baid  of  the 
institution  in  whose  behalf  we  are  pleading,  that  "  by 
liberal  things  shall  it  stand."     No  form  of  words  could 
more  aptly  express  the  idea  which  lies  at  the  founda- 
tion of  the  work  in  which  we  are  engaged.     Liberal- 
ity is  its  life.     It  came  into  existence  at  its  bidding, 
it  has  flourished  under  its  fostering  care,  and  its  future 
is  bright  with  a  radiance  thrown  around  it  by  our 
bopeful  confidence.     Liberality,  public  and  private ; 
liberality  of  thought,  feeling  and   action;  liberality 
that  recognizes  the  obligation  and  feels  the  joy  of  deal- 
^^g  justly  and  nobly  with  the  manhood  of  every  mem- 
her  of  God's  earthly  family ;  this  is  the  word,   which 
m  Its  beautiful  comprehensiveness  more  fully  than  any 
^^lier, expresses  the  origin,  the  aims,  and  the  needs  of  our 
f 'ce  Public  Library.     Therefore  it  is  that  we  feel  great 
^'eedom  in  using  it,  when  we  would  incite  to  thought 
^d  action  favorable  to  a  cause  so  wortiiy  of  the  advocacy 
^d  assistance  of  all  generous  hearted  and  right  nunded 
persons.    We   ask  them  to   be  liberal  towards  our 
new,  but  influential  and  valuable  Public  Educational 
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Institute — liberal  in  thought,  liberal  in  feeling,  and,  as 
they  may  have  ability  and  opportunity,  liberal  in  action. 

We  want  from  the  wealthy  and  enlightened  citizens 
of  New  Bedford,  what  we  cannot  obtain  from  the  ac- 
tion, however  liberal  and  harmonious,  of  our  Munici- 
pal authorities.  That  want  would  be  met  by  finding 
in  the  alcoves  of  our  beautiful  Library  hall,  and  upon 
the  walls  of  the  tasteful  edifice  now  about  to  be  dedi- 
cated to  the  cause  of  public  enlightenment  and  pro- 
gress, the  evidence  of  a  lively  sympathy  with  the  move- 
ment and  of  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  those  upon 
whom  have  been  bestowed  large  stores  of  material 
wealth,  to  direct  a  portion  of  it  into  this  channel.  Mon- 
ey can  purchase  books,  and  pictures  and  statues ;  and 
money  will  come,  when  votes  are  passed  and  City  officials 
demand  it  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth.  But  mon- 
ey cannot  purchase  that  feeling,  born  of  gratitude  and 
benevolence  and  of  a  thoughtful  and  rightful  appre- 
hension of  the  brotherhood  of  man  and  of  man's  craving 
for  sympathy  and  for  a  good  beyond  the  joys  of  sense, 
which  bids  those  to  whom  Providence  has  been  boun- 
tiful and  who  feel  the  responsibilities  of  the  steward- 
ship to  which  they  have  been  called,  to  send  forth  for 
the  well-being  of  their  fellow-men,  the  rich  streams  of 
their  bounty  directed  and  hallowed  by  elevated  thought 
and  self-forgetting  charity,  to  cheer,  to  refresh,  to  ren- 
ovate, to  bless. 

Let  us  then  multiply  the  evidences  of  this  manly,  this 
Christian  feeling.  Let  the  whole  field  be  made  green 
and  beautiful  by  an  irrigation,  generous  and  bountiful, 
from  those  rich  fountains  of  pecuniary  ability  and  ele- 
vated sentiment.  Let  there  be  concentrated  within  the 
walls  of  our  Library  edifide,  a  spot  consecrated,  not 
only  to  moral  and  mental  improvement,  but  to  the  cul- 
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tivation  and  enjoyment  of  a  spirit  of  self-sacrifice  and 
devotion  to  the  public  well-being,  many  of  the  treas- 
ures of  literature  and  art,  not  only  diffusing  around 
the  rich  delights  of  taste,  and  the  valuable  accumula- 
tions of  knowledge,  but  sending  forth  constantly  and 
forcibly,  the  teachings  which  fill  tlie  mind  with  thoughts 
of  an  enlightened  munificence  and  awaken  within  us 
emotions  of  gratitude  and  good  will. 

The  following  statistics  exhibit  the  operation  of  the 
Librarj'  for  the  past  year.  During  the  year  ending 
March  4th,  there  have  been  taken  from  the  library 
twenty-three  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty  hooks. 

The  number  of  new  cards  issued  during  the  same 
period,  is  sccen  hundred  and  twenty-^five. 

The  whole  number  of  cards  issued  is,  four  thousand 
sit  hundred  and  suty-two. 

SiiV  hundred  and  eiyhteen  volumes  have  been  added 
during  the  year,  five  hundred  and  forty-nine  by  pur- 
chase and  sixty-nine  by  donation. 

The  number  of  books  now  out  is  about  twehe  hun* 
dred. 

The  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library,  about  ten 
thousand. 

Books  and  other  publications  have  been  received 
from  the  following  persons : 

Mrs.  Eliza  Wood,  Mrs.  Sarah  Coffin,  Charles  L. 
Flint,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  the  13oard  of  Agriculture,  Hon. 
Charles  Sumner,  Hon.  Rohert  B.  Hall,  Hon.  L.  B. 
Comins,  Gen.  Thomas  Lawson,  Doct.  N.  B.  ShurtlelF, 
Pamienius  Parsons,  Esq.,  Abner  J.  Pliipps,  Esq.,  Al- 
bert Gilbert,  Esq.,  John  Fisk  Allen,  Esq.,  A.  K.  Whit- 
temore,  Esq.,  Samuel  Rodman,  Esq.,  James  B.  Cong- 
don,  Esq.,  William  Uuane,  Esq.,  Charles  Mason,  Com- 
missioner of  Patents,   State  of  New  York,  State  of 
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Institute — liberal  in  thought,  liberal  in  feeling,  and,  H 
they  may  have  ability  and  opportunity,  liberal  in  acticHL 

We  want  from  tlie  wealthy  and  enlightened  citUEem 
of  New  Bedford,  what  we  cannot  obtain  from  the  ao* 
tion,  however  liberal  and  harmonious,  of  our  Munich 
pal  authorities.     That  want  would  be  met  by  finding 
in  the  alcoves  of  our  beautiful  Library  hall,  and  upon 
the  avails  of  the  tasteful  edifice  now  about  to  be  dedi- 
cated to  the  cause  of  public  enlightenment  and  pro- 
gress, the  evidence  of  a  lively  sympathy  with  the  moTe- 
ment  and  of  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  those  upon 
whom  have   been  bestowed  large  stores  of  material 
wealth,  to  direct  a  portion  of  it  into  this  channel.    Mon- 
ey can  purchase  books,  and  pictures  and  statues ;  and 
mon(jy  will  come,  when  votes  are  passed  and  City  officials 
demand  it  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth.  But  mon- 
ey cannot  purchase  that  feeling,  born  of  gratitude  and 
benevolence  and  of  a  thoughtful  and  rightful  appre- 
hension of  the  brotherhood  of  man  and  of  man's  craving 
for  sympathy  and  for  a  good  beyond  the  joys  of  sense, 
which  bids  those  to  whom  Providence  has  been  boun- 
tiful and  who  feel  the  responsibilities  of  the  steward- 
ship to  which  they  have  been  called,  to  send  forth  for 
the  well-being  of  their  fellow-men,  the  rich  streams  of 
their  bounty  directed  and  hallowed  by  elevated  thought 
and  self-forgetting  charity,  to  cheer,  to  refresh,  to  ren- 
ovate, to  bless. 

Let  us  then  multiply  the  evidences  of  this  manly,  this 
Christian  feeling.  Let  the  whole  field  be  made  green 
and  beautiful  by  an  irrigation,  generous  and  bountiful, 
from  those  rich  fountains  of  pecuniary  ability  and  ele- 
vated sentiment.  Let  there  be  concentrated  within  the 
walls  of  our  Library  edifide,  a  spot  consecrated,  not 
only  to  moral  and  mental  improvement,  but  to  the  cul* 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEpS 

3/2761, 


OF  TIIE 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRAE!. 


rtiiiv 


The  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library  resj^ec^nlly 
Bubniit  their  sixth  annual  report. 

Tbij5  short  Municipal  term  has  closed  l)efbre  we  have 
fairly  entered  upon  active  hfe  under  the  new  conditions 
in  which  the  institution  is  placed. 

The  labor  of  removing  the  books,  putting  them  in 
order,  their  proper  arrangement  upon  the  sliclvos;  and 
the  preparation  of  a  Catalogue,  has  )>een  a  work  of 
time,  much  more  indeed  than  was  anticipated;  but  this 
could  not  well  have  been  avoided,  as  the  greatest  part 
of  the  labor  must  of  necessity  be  i)erfbrmcd  by  the 
Librarian  alone;  but  we  believe  that  no  pains  have 
been  spared  to  accomplish  all  these  things  at  the  ear- 
liest moment  consistent  with  the  care  and  accuracy 
desirable. 

Although  the  printing  of  the  Catalogue  has  not  been 
completed,  we  have  thought  it  best  to  oi)en  the  Library 
for  the  use  of  the  public,  using  the  Catalogue  as  far  as 
received,  and  adding  the  remaining  sheets  as  they  come 
from  the  hands  of  the  printer.  This  course  was  prompt- 
ed by  a  desire  to  supply  as  early  as  possible  a  great 


( 


2  CITY  DOCUMENT  No.  6.        January, 

iraxit  of  the  community — a  want  more  deeply  felt, 
after  having  been  so  well  supplied  with  books  during 
the  preceding. years  of  the  existence  of  this  institution. 

It  has  beeii  very  gratifying  to  observe  by  the  eager- 
ness displayed  to  avail  themselves  of  its  privileges,  that 
the  desire  for  books  has  not  subsided  among  our  large 
reading  population,  during  the  time  that  they  have 
been  deprived  of  its  gratification. 

During  the  six  years  of  the  existence  of  this  institu- 
tion, we  have  lost  214  volumes,  very  few  of  which  were 
of  much  real  value,  and  can  be  easily  replaced  if  de- 
sirable. 

These  losses  have  been  owing  to  the  want  of  a  Cat- 
alogue, and  the  necessary  exposure  of  the  books  in  the 
room  where  the  Library  was  formerly  located,  and  the 
causes  could  not  have  been  removed  under  the  dis- 
advantages of  that  location ;  but  we  believe  there  will 
be  no  such  occurrence  imder  the  present  arrangements. 

It  has  been  found  necessary  to  provide  an  Assistant 
Librarian,  under  the  new  regulations  and  increased 
demand  for  books;  and  we  are  glad  to  say  that  the 
manner  in  which  the  duties  of  both  Librarian  and 
Assistant  are  performed,  is  highly  satisfactory. 

The  Library  has  been  enriched  by  a  generous  dona- 
tion from  the  Hon.  George  Howland,  Jr.,  the  income 
from  which  has  been  placed  at  our  disposal,  and  is 
intended  for  the  purchase  of  valuable  works  of  science 
of  a  more  expensive  character  than  we  should  feel 
authorized  to  purchase  with  the  money  appropriated 
by  the  Municipal  government  for  the  increase  of 
the  Library.  We  have  anticipated  the  receipts  from 
this  source  in  the  purchases  of  the  past  season.  For 
this  liberal  donation  the  thanks  of  the  community  are 
due,  and  we  hope  it  will  not  long  stand  alone  upon  our 
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records^  but  only  as  the  pioneer  of  a  long  array  of 
benefa'ctions  to  the  great  cause  of  public  instruction; 
and  we  earnestly  invite  all  those  who  are  willing  to 
enjoy  the  satisfaction  of  aiding  a  good  cause,  the  fruits 
of  which  they  may  see  in  their  own  day,  to  consider 
the  claims  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

The  expenditures  for  the  support  of  the  institution 
have  been  rather  larger  than  usual,  as  it  was  thought 
desirable  to  include  as  many  new  books  in  the  Catalogue 
now  being  printed  as  possible.     The  items  are  as  follows: 


For  Books,  $1084.64 

"   Fuel,  90.40 

•«  Salaries,  675.00 

••  Rents,                            '  *240.00 

**  Printing,  Stationery,  &c.,  66.45 


#2146.49 

Which  leaves  a  deficit  of  $92.32. 

The  number  of  books  added  the  last  year  is  798. 

The  whole  number  now  belonging  to  the  Library  is 
10,612. 

The  number  of  books  issued  from  March  4th  to  May 
9th,  at  which  time  the  Library  was  closed  preparatory 
to  removal,  was  4798. 

The  number  issued  from  November  9th,  at  which 
time  the  new  rooms  were  opened,  to  January  1st,  1858, 
was  4660. 

The  number  of  cards  issued  in  the  same  time  was 
1490. 

Books  and  other  publications  have  been  received 
from  the  following  persons : 

Hon.  George  H.  Dunbar;  Hon.  George  Howland,  Jr.; 
Hon.  James  Arnold;  Wells  S.  Baker,  Esq.;  Mrs.  Sarah. 
Coffin ;  Professor  Agassiz,  of  Cambridge ;  La  Roy  Sun- 
derland, of  Boston;  William  Logan  Fisher,  of  Phila- 
delphia; Trustees  df  the  Peabody  Institute,  of  Danvers;^ 
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•     ••  '  .  ". 
Charles  L.  Flint,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  the  State  Boa] 

Agriculture  J  A.  D.  Bache,  Superintendent  of  the 

Coast  Survey;  Hon.  Robert  B.  Hall,  M.  C;  Stai 

Rhode  Island;  D.  T.  Valentine. 

CHARLES  ALMY, 

Secretary  pro  tempc 


In  Boabd  of  Aldermen,  Jan.  2, 18 

Accepted  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  sent 
for  concurrence.  g^^^^  g  g^^^^^  ^j^^  ^^ 


Concurred. 


In  Common  Council,  Jan.  2, 18 
L  III  Richardson,  Clc 
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REPORT. 


The  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  requirements  of  the  Ordinance  for  its 
establishment,  respectfully  submit  to  the  City  Council 
their  Seventh  Annual  Report. 

It  does  not  belong  to  Institutions  like  this  to 
experience  remarkable  changes,  and  the  monotonous 
routine  of  its  operations  does  not  enable  the  Trustees 
to  impart  to  their  annual  report  a  variety  of  interest 
The  reports  of  preceding  years  have  so  forcibly 
presented  the  views  of  the  Board  relative  to  the 
advantages  to  be  realized  from  a  Free  Public  Library 
in  our  city,  and  have  contained  such  full  and  accurate 
statements  of  its  practical  operations,  as  to  render  it 
lumecessary  to  dwell  again  upon  these  aspects  of  it 

In  its  ordinary  administration  and  action,  very  little 
has  occurred  to  distinguish  the  current  year  from  the 
preceding  years.  From  its  first  establishment  it  has 
been  advancing  with  a  steady  progress,  and  a  sound 
and  healthy  growth,  and  it  is  a  source  of  great  grati- 
fication to  the  Board  that  they  can  again  most  cordially 
commend  it  to  the  fostering  care  of  those  to  whom  are 
committed  its  material  interests. 
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Its  usefulness  has,  year  by  year,  been  extended,  as 
its  advantages  have  been  more  generally  appreciated, 
and  its  present  position  is  such  as  to  attract  to  it  the 
continued  regard  and  the  increased  confidence  of  all 
our  citizens. 

Our  city  has  won  an  honorable  reputation  by  the 
interest  it  manifested  in  at  once  availing  itself  of  the 
authority  given  by  the  Statute  to  establish  a  Free 
Public  Library,  and  by  the  liberal  provision  it  has  thus 
far  made  to  place  it  upon  a  permanent  basis.  We 
may  take  a  reasonable  pride  in  the  beautiful  building 
that  has  been  erected  for  its  accommodation,  and  in 
the  number  and  value  of  the  books  which  the  yearly 
appropriation  of  the  City  Government  has  enabled  the 
Trustees  to  add  to  the  nucleus  which  the  slow  accumu- 
lations of  many  years  had  gathered  imder  private 
patronage.  Since  the  transfer  of  the  "  Social  Library  "  to 
the  city,  the  number  of  its  volumes  has  been  more  than 
doubled,  and  its  benefits^  no  longer  limited  to  a  few 
individuals,  may  now,  greatly  increased,  be  enjoyed  by 
every  household  in  our  city. 

While  all  reasonable  retrenchment  should  be  made^ 
and  all  extravagances  avoided,  in  everything  afiecting 
the  financial  interests  of  our  city,  it  cannot  be 
questioned  that  true  economy  requires  a  liberal 
provision  for  our  Public  Library,  and  we  trust  it 
will  ever  be  a  point  of  duty  with  the  City  Council  to 
sustain  in  full  vigor  the  healthy  influences  of  an 
Institution,  whose  benefits  are  so  manifest  and  £o 
universally  conceded. 

The  sum  appropriated  for  its  ^^maintenance  and 
support"  is  perhaps  all  that  a  somewhat  strict  interpre* 
tation  of  the  Statute  would  allow,  however  inadequate 
it  may  seem  to  some  who  are  so  earnestly  dearous  of 
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extending  its  benefits  by  a  more  liberal  expenditure 
for  rendering  more  complete  the  various  departments 
of  the  Library. 

Believing,  as  they  do,  that  the  Statute  authorizing 
the  establishment  of  Free  Public  Libraries  in  any  town 
or  city  of  our  Commonwealth  should  impose  no  such 
restriction,  but  leave  the  amount  to  be  expended  for 
their  support  to  the  discretion  of  those  most  interested, 
the  Trustees  would  respectfully  suggest  to  the  City 
Council  the  propriety  of  requesting  the  Legislature  to 
remove  the  restriction  from  our  city,  as  it  has  already 
from  the  city  of  Boston,  and  so  place  this  on  the  same 
footing  with  all  other  matters  requiring  an  appropriation 
of  money. 

It  has  ever  been  the  earnest  desire  of  the  Board 
that  our  Library  should  meet  the  wants  of  all  classes 
among  us ;  that  it  should  afford  to  the  inquisitive 
member  of  either  of  the  professions,  to  the  curious  stu- 
dent, the  intelligent  merchant,  mechanic,  or  artist, — in 
short,  to  all  of  every  age  and  of  either  sex,  advantages 
^'hioh  would  otherwise  be  entirely  inaccessible  to  them, 
m  the  investigation  of  the  various  subjects  which  inter- 
^t  them.  The  limited  means  placed  at  their  comnmnd 
'i^s  enabled  them  but  partially  to  realize  their  wish  in 
this  respect.  A  large  proportion  of  the  amount  yearly 
appropriated  by  the  City  Government  for  the  Library 
must  go  to  meet  the  expenses  indispensiible  to  its 
P^^per  maintenance,  leaving  but  a  small  balance  to  be 
^^'pended  for  its  necessary  increase.  This  the  Trustees 
"^^e  endeavored  to  expend  as  judiciously  as  possible. 
*^ith  a  portion  of  it  they  have  kept  the  Reading- 
^^oms  supplied  with  the  more  prominent  literary, 
^^^ntific,  educational,  and  theological  periodicals, 
chiefly  of  our  own  country.     They  would  gladly  have 
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added  to  their  list  many  other  periodicals,  in  our  own 
and  foreign  languages,  which  some  of  oxir  citizens 
would  doubtless  desire  to  have  access  to,  but  to  have 
done  so  with  their  limited  means  would  have  been 
giving  undue  prominence  to  this  department  of 
literature. 

In  the  purchase  of  books  they  have  had  reference 
chiefly  to  the  wants  of  the  greatest  number  of  readers 
in  a  community  like  ojir  own.  Their  aim  has  been  to 
get  as  many  as  possible  of  all  the  new  publications  of 
general  interest,  and  of  a  suitable  character,  and  so  sup- 
ply the  more  immediate  wants  of  a  Library  established 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people  at  large,  and  in  what  way 
they  have  fulfilled  this  delicate  and  difficult  part  of  the 
duty  assigned  them,  they  would  respectfully  refer  those 
competent  to  judge  to  the  accessions  made  to  the 
catalogue  of  the  Library  since  it  came  into  the 
possession  of  the  city.  They  have  been  compelled, 
for  the  most  part,  to  avoid  works  whose  great  value  in 
a  Library  they  have  fully  appreciated,  and  which,  with 
surplus  funds,  they  would,  to  a  reasonable  extent, 
eagerly  have  secured.  With  very  few  exceptions  the 
books  we  now  have  are  in  our  own  language.  The 
Lexicons  of  the  ancient,  and  of  some  modern  languages, 
and  a  few  works  of  this  nature  intended  for  occasional 
consultation,  have  been  purchased;  and  the  Trustees 
are  only  waiting  for  the  means,  which  they  hope  some 
of  our  wealthy  and  liberal-minded  citizens  may  be 
disposed,  at  no  distant  time,  to  place  at  their  disposal, 
to  enrich  our  Library  with  very  many  works  in  almost 
every  department  of  knowledge  in  our  own  and  other 
languages,  which  though  less  demanded  are  no  less 
valuable,  and  which  an  Institution  like  ours  should 
possess. 
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The  importance  of  such  an  Institution  in  our  city 
does  not  seem  as  yet  to  be  practically  felt  by  many,  to 
whom  we  have  looked,  though  thus  far  in  vain,  for  some 
substantial  evidence  of  their  interest  in  it.     With  the 
exception   of  the   Hon.   George   Rowland's  generous 
donation  of  his  salary  for  the  two  years  he  held  the 
office  of  Mayor,  the  Library  has  received  from  none  of 
our  citizens  anything  more  than  an  occasional  contri- 
bution of  a  few  books  or  pamphlets,  which,  however, 
have  been  gratefully  received,  and  are  acknowledged 
in  the  yearly  reports.     It  is  hoped  that  other  friends 
to  the  Library  will  thoughtfully  consider  its  interests, 
and  that  many  who  have  books  in  their  houses,  which 
have  lost  their  interest  to  their  own  families,  will  cheer- 
fully place  them  where  their  usefulness  may  be  renewed, 
and  their  value  be  appreciated.     It  may  be  that  in  some 
femilies  there  are  books,  —  perhaps  rare  and  curious 
ones, — the  mementos  of  former  generations,  which  to 
a  public  Institution  would  be  valuable  acquisitions,  and 
yet  are  lightly  esteemed  by  their  present  owners.     Are 
there  not,  too,  some  in  our  highly  prospered  city,  who, 
preferring  to  be  their  own  executors,  and  to  enjoy  the 
exquisite  pleasure  of  doing  good  which  may  be  wit- 
nessed in  their  own  life-time,  will,  by  an  appropriation 
*^  the  purposes  of  the  Library  of  a  small  portion  of 
the  abundant  means  with  which  a  kind  Providence  has 
Wessed  them,  identify  their  names  with  this  Institution, 
^^  secure  a  place   in  the  grateful   remembrance   of 
future  generations  ? 

The  Trustees  regret  that  the  standard  of  the  reading 
^niinunity,  so  far  as  is  indicated  by  the  character  of 
the  books  taken  from  the  Library,  has  not  become  much 
elevated.  A  very  large  proportion  of  the  books  in  most 
constant  demand,  belongs  to  the  department  of  light . 


I 
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literature.  They  have,  however,  in  their  additions  to 
this  department,  aimed  to  make  such  a  selection  as 
would  tend  to  create  a  habit  of  reading  where  it  did 
not  before  exist,  hoping  that  such  a  habit  once  formed, 
would  lead  its  possessors  to  seek  works  of  a  higher  and 
more  permanent  value.  They  could  wish  that  the 
young  especially,  might  realize  that  life  is  too  real,  too 
earnest,  too  full  of  interesting  and  momentous  realities, 
for  them  to  waste  the  season  of  youth, — their  seed-time 
of  life,  —  in  desultory  reading  having  no  definite  aim 
but  present  amusement,  and  in  looking  at  objects  through 
the  highly-colored  and  deceptive  medium  of  fiction. 
They  would  express  the  earnest  hope  that  parents  and 
guardians  will  exercise  a  watchful  supervision  in  this 
matter,  over  those  who  are  allowed,  through  them,  to 
enjoy  the  privileges  of  the  Library. 

Since  the  last  report,  the  Catalogue  which  had  been 
for  some  time  in  preparation,  has  been  completed,  and 
made  accessible  to  all.  Few  are  aware  of  the  great 
labor  of  preparing  a  really  serviceable  Catalogue,  and 
the  fidelity  with  which  the  Librarian  has  executed  this 
part  of  the  duty  assigned  him  furnishes  another  evi- 
dence of  his  eminent  fitness  for  the  position  he  has  so 
acceptably  filled  since  the  establishment  of  the  Library. 
The  Board  feel  that  they  have  been  peculiarly  fortunate 
in  securing  the  services  of  one  whose  habits  and  tastes 
have  fitted  him  so  admirably  for  the  duties  devolved 
upon  him.  The  Catalogue  is  so  arranged  that  even  a 
child  may  readily  find  whether  any  book  belongs  to  the 
Library,  if  he  knows  either  its  subject,  author,  or  title. 
Several  copies  of  this  are  always  to  be  found  upon  the 
tables  of  the  Library  and  Eeading-Rooms,  thus  affording 
to  every  one  who  visits  the  Library  the  means  of  know- 
ing its  contents.    It  was  supposed  by  the  Trustees  that 
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almost  every  family  in  the  city,  any  of  whose  members 
enjoyed  the  privileges  of  the  Library,  would  feel  a  work 
of  this  kind  to  be  indispensable  to  its  profitable  use ; 
and  to  meet  this  want,  and  the  circumstances  of  all,  they 
caused  a  large  number  to  be  printed^  and  to  be  bound 
in  a  variety  of  ways,  proportioning  the  price  accord- 
ingly. It  has  now  been  more  than  six  months  since  the 
Catalogues  were  ready  for  use,  and  less  than  fifty  copies 
have  thus  far  been  disposed  of  by  the  Librarian. 

It  is  with  some  degree  of  satisfaction  that  the 
Trustees  can  speak  of  the  good  order,  quiet,  and  pro- 
priety, which  have,  with  rare  exceptions,  been  observed 
by  the  numerous  visitors  to  the  Library.  They  think, 
too,  that  in  general  the  books  circulated  have  been 
ii\jured  no  more  than  should  reasonably  be  expected, 
considering  the  frequency  with  which  many  of  them 
are  exchanged,  and  that  the  previous  experience  of 
many  who  use  them,  has  not  been  such  as  to  lead  them 
to  attach  a  proper  value  to  the  books  so  freely  placed 
at  their  disposal.  Some  of  the  books,  however,  exhibit 
evidence  of  careless  or  wilful  mutilation,  which  in  all 
cajses  of  detection  renders  the  taker  accountable  for  the 
full  value  of  the  book,  and  liable  to  be  deprived  hence- 
forth of  the  privileges  of  the  Library. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Reading-Room  is  so 
situated  as  not  to  be  more  directly  imder  the  watchful 
eye  of  the  Librarian.  As  it  is,  any  one  can  pass  in  and 
out  at  all  hours  when  the  rooms  are  accessible  to  the 
public,  and  an  unprincipled  person  can  easily  mutilate 
or  purloin  any  of  the  periodicals,  with  comparatively 
little  prospect  of  detection  by  those  connected  with  the 
Library.  There  have  been  a  few  cases  of  this  gross  and 
ungenerous  abuse  of  the  privileges  here  so  finely 
afforded.    The  Board  have  a  right  to  expect  that  those 
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who  enjoy  '^without  money  and  without  price,"  advan- 
tages hitherto  inaccessible  to  them,  will  comply  with 
the  few  necessary  regulations,  for  the  due  observance 
of  which  they  have  with  their  own  signatures  pledged 
their  integrity.  Should  the  Trustees  be  compelled  to 
resort  to  stringent  measures  of  detection,  and  to  a  public 
exposure  of  any  whose  moral  sense  is  so  blunted  as  to 
allow  of  their  offending  thus  in  the  future,  they  would 
feel  that  the  offence  would  be  a  sufficient  justification 
of  their  action. 

The  whole  numher  of  books  taken  daring  the  year  ii  24»218 

Daily  aTerage»  78 

The  nnmber  of  cards  issaed  is  2,700 

The  number  of  books  belonging  to  the  Library  is  12,000 

The  Trustees  would  submit  the  following  statement 
of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  this  department 
since  the  commencement  of  the  financial  year  in  April 
last 


Amount  appropriated  by  the  City  Comneil, 
Books,  binding,  stationery,  &c.. 
Salaries  of  Librarian  and  Assistant, 

$497.88 
960.00 

$2,600.00 

Making  of  fires  and  oleaning  of  rooms, 
MisceUaneons  bills. 

128.67 
141.86 

Balance  of  last  year,  —  the  Trastees  haring  anti- 
cipated this  year's  appropriation, 

702.85 

2,416.26 

$88.74 

LeaTing  to  the  credit  of  the  Library, 

Reodyed  from  the  George  Howland  Jr.  Fond, 
Expended  fbr  books. 

$94.00 
74.60 

Leaying  a  balance  of  $19.60 

T\iej  would  also  submit  the  following,  as  the  probable 
expeiases  in  "maintaining"  the  Library  during  the 
ensuing  year,  in  which  is  included  nothing  for  its 
"  increase  " 

For  salaries  of  Librarian  and  Assistant,  $1,200 

Bfaking  of  fires  and  care  of  boilding,  100 

Cleaning  of  rooms,  60 

Foel  $126,  gas  $200,  825 

Contingenoiee  (re-binding  of  books,  &o.,)  76 

$C760 
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The  Trustees  would  acknowledge  their  obligations 
to  the  following  individuals  and  associations^  for  the 
donation  of  books  and  pamphlets  received  since  the  last 
report 


Bound.    Unbound.    FtDiphleti. 


Allen,  Mrs.  Haiy  Congdon, 

21 

45 

Amherst  College. 

1 

' 

Baebe,  A.  D.» 

1 

Boston,  Citj  of. 

1 

Boston  Pablio  Library,  Trustees  of. 

1              2 

Bowditoh,  N.  L, 

1 

Buckingham,  Wm.  A.,  Got.  of  Conn., 

2 

Ciifibrd,  J.  H., 

29 

Numerous. 

Coffin,  Mrs.  Sarah, 

14 

1 

Congdon,  Jas.  B., 

8 

1               2 

Connecticat  Historical  Society, 

1 

2 

Cnmmings,  A.  J., 

1 

Dawes,  Thomas, 

1 

Dunbar,  Qeorge  H., 

1 

fiarle,  Pliny, 

1 

Fisher,  Wm.  Logan, 

1 

Flint,  Charles  L., 

1 

Greene,  Thomas  A., 

1 

2 

Hall,  Robert  B.,  M.  C,  (Congressional  Documents,) 

116 

Harrard  College, 

6 

Holt,  J.,  Commissioner  of  Patents, 

6 

How,  Moses,  (from  the  Bethel,) 

9 

Mechanies'  and  Tradesmen's  Society,  N.  T., 

1 

Morgan,  S.  Griffitts, 

6 

4 

New  York  State  Library, 

8 

Peabody  Institate,  Danyers, 

2 

Philadelphia  Mercantile  Library  Company, 

1 

Phippe,  Abner  J., 

6 

6 

Pitman,  Robert  C, 

1 

ProTidenoe  Athenssom, 

1 

Pablishers  of  **Joamal  of  Insamty," 

2 

Rodman,  Benjamin, 

18 

State  of  Massaohosetts,  thrsngh  the  Secretary, 

8 

State  of  New  York, 

1 

State  of  Rhode  Island, 

1 

Bamner,  Charles, 

12 

Superintendent  of  Mass.  School  fbr  Idiotio  Youth, 
Tftber,  WiUiam  C, 

1 

18 

8 

Whittemore,  A.  K., 

1 

Wilson,  Henry, 

8 

Tonng  Men's  Association,  BofEtJo, 

1 

Toang  Men*8  Society,  Detroit, 

1    • 

Yale  College, 

1 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
By  order  of  the  Board, 

GEO.  H.  DUNBAR, 

Mayor  and  Ex-Offido  President 
Abner  J.  Phipps,  Secretary. 

Nkw  Bedford,  Dec  27, 1868. 
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In  Board  of  Aldermen,  Jan.  1,  i^^  / 

Accepted  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  sent       d 
for  concurrence. 

Sanford  S.  Horton,  (My  Cgk^^^ 

In  Common  Council,  Jan.  1, 185?. 
Concurred. 

I.  M.  Richardson,  Clerk. 
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EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


trustees  of  t|e  Jfree  luWic  ITikarg. 


Presented  to  the  City  Council  Dec.  31,  1869. 


NEW  BEDFORD: 

E.  ANTBONT,  PBINTSB  TO  THS  CITY- 

1860. 


Fbxb  Public  Libbabt,  I 
December  dOth,  1859.    ) 

To  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  New  Bedford: 

In  accordance  with  the  yote  of  the  Trustees,  I  have  the  honor 
to  transmit  to  you  their  Eighth  Annual  Report,  prepared  in 
obedience  to  the  requirement  of  the  Ordinance  providing  for  the 
establiahment  and  regpilation  of  the  Public  Library. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  serrant, 

ABNER  J.  PHIPPS, 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trtutees, 


*♦♦■ 


Ik  Boabd  of  Aldbbmbk,  December  Slst,  1859. 
Accepted  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  sent  down  for  concur- 
rence. 

SANFORD  S.  HORTON,  City  Clerk. 


Ik  Commok  Coukcil,  Dec.  31,  1859. 
Concurred. 

I.  M.  RICHARDSON,  Clerk. 


It  is  one  of  the  requirements  of  the  Ordinance  for  the 
establishment  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  that  the  Trustees 
shall,  at  the  close  of  each  municipal  year,  submit  to  the  City 
Council  a  Report  of  its  operations  during  the  year,  and  of 
its  present  condition. 

In  obedience  to  this  requirement  the  Trustees  respectfully 
submit  their  eighth  annual 


REPORT. 

It  gives  them  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say  that  the 
anticipated  advantages  of  such  an  Institution  among  us  are 

m 

as  fully  realized  from  year  to  year  as  could  reasonably  be 
expected,  and  that  from  its  establishment  to  the  prevent  time 
its  healthy  growth  and  steady  progress  have  been  highly 
gratifying  to  those  most  conversant  with  its  operations,  and 
who  axe  best  able  to  judge  of  its  results. 

The  number  of  books  taken  from  the  Library  during  the 
year  is  25,224.  The  daily  average  has  been  82,  which  is  a 
little  more  than  12  per  cent  increase  upon  the  average  of 
last  year.  The  whole  number  of  cards  issued  is  3415,  of 
which  715  have  been  issued  this  year.  The  Lil^rarian  fur- 
nishes no  data  by  which  the  ratio  of  books  taken  from  the 
different  departments  of  literature  can  be  determined,  but  it 
is  an  unquestioned  fact  that  in  this,  as  in  other  communities 
where  similar  Institutions  have  been  established,  the  books 
in  most  constant  demand  are  in  inverse  ratio  to  their  intrin- 
sic merit.  Doubtless  the  number  of  volumes  taken,  and  the 
number  of  takers,  would  be  greatly  increased,  if  the  Trustees 
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could,  consistently  with  their  limited  means,  multiply  copies 
of  popular  novels,  or  cater  for  the  particular  class  of  readers 
whose  morbid  appetite  can  only  be  satisfied  with  books 
possessing  only  an  ephemeral  interest.  A  considerable 
proportion  of  the  takers  are  youn<r  persons  who  are  either 
still  at  school,  or  have  recently  finished  their  school  educa- 
tion, and  it  is  from  the  good  effect,  in  course  of  time,  upon 
such,  that  some  of  the  best  fruits  of  a  Public  Library  mav 
be  expected.  It  has  been  well  said,  that  "  the  library  is  the 
necessary  complement  of  the  school ; — that,  to  teach  children 
to  read,  and  then  give  them  nothhijr  to  supply  the  desire 
awakened,  is  mockery;  —  that,  it  is  reading,  rather  than 
school-training,  which  has  produced  the  general  intelligence 
of  the  American  people."  A  sound  and  healthy  taste  for 
reading,  however,  depends  very  much  upon  proper  school- 
training,  and  it  should  be  the  great  aim  of  our  educators  to 
impart  such  a  thorough  mental  training  as  shall  enable  their 
pupils  to  turn  to  the  best  account  the  advantages  which  a 
Public  Library  presents  to  them ;  to  create  a  jvroperly  dis- 
criminating mental  appetite,  to  which  the  light  and  frivolous 
reading,  now  so  much  in  demand,  would  prove  nauseous,  just 
as  the  preparations  of  the  confectioner  are  loathed  by  th«^ 
healthy  appetite  for  food.  Give  to  the  yoimg  such  a  taste, 
and  the  means  for  gratifving  it,  and  it  will  prove  a  source  of 
incalculable  good,  whatever  their  condition  and  circumstances 
in  after  life  mav  l^e. 

Tlie  nimiber  of  books  belonging  to  the  Library  is  13,500, 
, which  is  1500  more  than  at  the  close  of  last  year.  The 
yearly  addition  to  it  since  it  became  the  i>roperty  of  the  City 
has  averaged  about  1000  volumes.  The  books  obtained  bv 
piu'chase  have  been  selected  with  much  carefulness,  and  with 
due  regard  to  the  wants  of  all.  The  desire  and  aim  of  the 
Trustees  has  been  to  make  it  a  Library  for  all  classes,  and 
to  secure  the  best  books  which  their  means  would  ena1)Ic 
them  to,  on  every  subject  of  human  in(iuirv.  The  true  use- 
fulness and  enduring  prosperity  of  such  a  Library  would  be 
jeoparded  by  adopting  any  other  principle  of  action.  The 
most  recent  works  in  the  departments  of  Fiction,  History, 
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Science,  Belle8lcttres,  Poetn-  <fec.  have  hcoii  ol»Uiino(l,  so  far 
as  was  practicable,  and  all  the  <lepartiuent.s  of  the  Library 
have  received  a  dne  dejijrec  of  attention,  an<l  additions  have 
been  made  to  each  and  all  of  them.  An  examination  of  the 
Theological  department, —  to  which  additions  have  been 
rather  gparing^ly  made,  —  will  show  that  the  Trnstees  have 
been  goverae^l  by  a  trnly  catholic  sjiirit.  iferc  the  disciples 
of  Fox  will  find  the  "'Apology  "  for  their  faith,  churchmen 
will  find  atlvocates  for  the  apostolic,  succession.  th<^  rl(»scend- 
aiits  of  the  Puritans,  whether  of  th(^  old,  or  new,  and  so 
called  '* liberal"  school,  will  lind  their  Stuarts,  and  their 
Chaunings,  j)eacefully  reclining  side  by  side,  while  the  Jfeth- 
odists.  Baptists,  Universalists,  and  all,  of  ev<Ty  name,  will 
find  some  exponent  of  th(»ir  peculiar  views. 

About  700  volumes  have  been  donat<Ml  to  the  Librarv 
during  the  vear.  Nearlv  600  of  these  are  Congressional  and 
<:imilar  publications, — many  of  them  dujdicates, —  jiresented 
by  the  Hon.  J.  Grinnell,  and  the  Hon.  T.  I).  Eliot.  During 
xlic  vear  one  of  the  small  rooms  in  the  third  storv  of  the 
Library  Building  has  been  litte<l  up  with  shelves  for  the 
especial  accommodation  of  works  of  this  nature,  which, 
though  seldom  callerl  for,  are  of  great  value  to  u  Public 
Library,  and  -hould  be  rendered  accessible  to  any  who  may 
wish  to  consult  them. 

And  in  this  connection  tin?  Trustees  would  acknowledge 
their  obligations  to  the  Hon.  Roln^rt  H.  Hall,  for  having 
elected  this  Lil»rary  as  the  reciinent  of  the  Documentary 
matter  jmblished  by  Congress  while  he  was  the  Represent- 
ative of  this  District, — which  eh»ction,  by  a  vote  of  Congress, 
will  also  secure  to  our  fjibrary  in  the  future  all  similar  pub- 
lications. These  volumes  are  unilbrmlv  boun<l.  nianv  of  them 
are  embellished  with  numerous  and  costly  illustrations,  and 
they  are  all  very  desirable  accessions.  The  duplicate 
volumes  which  have  frequently  been  sent  with  these  have 
heretofore,  bv  Mr.  Hall's  direction,  been  sent  to  the  Nan- 
tucket  Athenapum.  Hereafter  they  are  subject  to  the  orders 
of  the  *'  Department  of  the  Interior,"  but  w(^  trust  they  may 
still  be  sent  to  our  island  friends. 


8  CITY  DOCUMENT— No.  7.    December, 

A  recent  examination  of  the  Library  shows  the  gratifying 
fact  that  only  a  few  books  are  missing  which  cannot  be  sat- 
isfactorily accomited  for,  and  without  doubt  several  of  these 
will  be  returned.  The  very  small  number  that  may  prove 
to  be  irrecoverably  lost  are  of  trilling  value.  A  much  larger 
number  was  lost  each  year  before  the  present  system  was 
adopted  of  excluding  the  *^  takers  "  of  books  from  access  to 
the  shelves,  and  this  significant  fact  would  alone  be  sufficient, 
were  there  not  other  important  reasons,  for  resorting  to  such 
a  measure,  notwithstanding  the  objections  which  are  some- 
times urged  against  it. 

In  consequence  of  the  imminent  danger  to  which  the 
Library  Kuilding  was  exposed  at  the  time  of  the  fire  wliich 
destroyed  so  many  buildings  in  its  immediate  vicinity,  very 
many  of  the  books  were  removed,  but  none  were  injured,  and 
but  a  single  one  was  lost.  Xot  unlikely,  this  may  yet  be 
foimd,  misplaced,  upon  the  shelves. 

Many  of  the  books,  especially  tliose  of  a  more  ])opular 
kind,  and  most  frequently  taken,  give  unmistakable  evidene# 
of  the  service  they  have  rendered.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  books  of  this  cliaracter  are  not  more  substantially  bound, 
Xs  it  is,  not  unfrecjuently  a  book,  after  being  taken  a  few 
times,  lias  to  be  rebound,  or  from  the  loss  of  a  portion  of  it 
to  be  condemned.  It  is  to  be  expected  that  books,  in 
frequent  demand,  will  with  even  reasonable  carefulness  be 
subjected  to  damage,  and  at  length  l)ecome  unfit  for  further 
use.  But  tlie  Trustees  regret  to  say  that  hi  many  cases  the 
books  are  not  used  with  the  carefulness  they  have  a  right  to 
expect  from  those  to  whom  the  privileges  of  the  Library  are 
so  freelv  accorded.  Manv  of  the  books  are  soiled,  and  occa- 
sionally  the  vulgar  mind  betrays  itself  by  the  practice  alluded 
to  in  former  reports,  of  scribbling  upon  the  margins  and 
blank  leaves. 

The  Reading  Room  has  continued  to  be  a  place  of  frequent 
resort  for  citizens  and  strangers.  Our  list  of  Periodicals  is 
necessarily  quite  limited.  It  is  very  desirable  to  add  to 
those  now  taken  some,  at  least,  of  the  scientific  and  literary 
periodicals  of  Europe,  as  well  as  others  of  our  own  country. 
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The  inadequacy  of  the  sum  that  the  Trustees  feci  at  liberty 
to  appropriate  to  this  purpose  now  prevents  this. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  periodicals  to  be  found  in  the 
Library: 


American  Almanac.    Yearly. 
American    Journal    of    Education. 

Quarterly. 
American       Publiahers'      Circular. 

Weekly. 
Anuual  of  Scientific  Diacovery. 
Atlantic  Monthly. 
Bibliotheca  Sacra.    Quarterly. 
Blackwood's  Magazine.    Monthly. 
Christian  Examiner.    Bimonthly. 
Christian  Reriew.    Quarterly. 
Church  Review.    Quarterly. 
Edinburgh  Review.    Quarterly. 
Friends' Review.     Weekly, 
Geographical  Journal.    Monthly. 
Historical  Magazine.    Monthly. 


Journal  of  the  Franklin  Institute. 
Monthly. 

Knickerbocker.    Monthly. 

Littell's  Living  Age.     Weekly. 

London  Quarterly  Review. 

Merchants'  Magazine.    Monthly. 

Methodist  Quarterly  ReWew. 

New  Englandcr.     Quarterly. 

New  England  Genealogical  Register. 
Quarterly. 

North  American  Review.    Quarterly. 

North  British  Review.     Quarterly. 

Silliman's  Journal  of  Science.  Bi- 
monthly. 

UniversaliHt  Quarterly. 

Westminster  Review.     Quarterly. 


It  may  be  that  there  are  in  our  community  some  who  re- 
ceive other  periodicals  than  those  above  mentioned,  domestic 
or  foreign,  which  after  their  own  perusal  they  do  not  care 
about  preserving.  If  sucli  persons  would  transfer  them  to 
the  Library,  it  would  be  a  mosf  acceptable  service. 

The  Trustees  would  again  bear  testimony  to  the  zeal  and 
fidelity  of  the  Librarian  and  his  Assistant,  who  have  dis- 
charged the  duties  devolved  upon  them  in  a  manner  higlily 
satisfactory  to  the  Board,  and  as  they  liave  reason  to  believe 
to  the  community  at  large. 

Very  soon  after  our  last  annual  Report,  the  Legislature 
so  modified  the  Statute  authorizing  the  establishment  of 
Pree  Public  Libraries  in  our  Connuonwealth,  as  to  permit 
the  annual  appropriation  of  fifty  cents,  instead  of  twenty-five, 
for  every  ratable  poll,  for  the  "  maintenance  and  support '' 
of  Public  Libraries.  Our  City  Council,  with  a  due  apprecia- 
tion of  the  interests  to  be  subsen'cd  by  such  an  Institution, 
at  once  availed  itself  of  the  permission  thus  granted,  and 
made  as  large  an  appropriation  as  the  restriction  of  the 
Statute  would  allow.  A  very  considerable  portion  of  the 
stun  annually  appropriated  for  the  Library  must  be  used  to 
meet  the  expenses  indispensable  to  its  proper  maintenance, 
leaving  but  a  smaU  amount  for  its  increase. 
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In  this  connection  the  Trustees  present  a  brief  statement 
of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  this  department  since  the 
commencement  of  the  financial  year  in  April  last.  It  has 
been  their  desire,  as  in  previous  years,  not  to  exceed  the 
amount  appropriated,  and  the  balance  now  remaining  to  their 
credit  is  regarded  as  sufScient  to  meet  the  anticipated  ex- 
penses of  the  remainder  of  the  financial  year. 

Balance  from  last  year,  $.48 

Amount  appropriated,  2,600.00 


Salary  of  Librarian,  for  9  months. 

Salary  of  Assistant,  for  the  year, 

Making  of  fires  &c.,  for  the  year. 

Coal,  $176.68 ;  charcoal,  39.10: 

Gas, 

Books,  periodicals,  binding  &c., 

MisceUaneons  bills. 

$760.00 
200.00 
175.00 
216.78 
116.36 
641.92 
66.69 

$2,600,48 

2,168.66 
$346.83 

$19.60 
96.00 

Leaying  to  the  credit  of  the  Library 

GEORGE  UOWI.AND  Jr. 

Balance  from  last  year, 
Receiyed  on  coupons 

• 

FUND. 

$116.60 

Which  remains  unexpended. 

The  Trustees  would  acknowledge  their  obligations  to  the 
following  individuals  and  associations,  for  the  donation  of 
books  and  pamphlets  received  since  the  last  Report : 

Volumes.  Pamphlets. 

Bound.    Unboond. 
American  Antiquarian  Society,  2 

Bache,  A.  D.,  Supt.  of  U.  S.  Coast  Survey,  1 

Boltwood,  L.  M.,  Amherst  CoUege  Library,  2 

Boston  Public  Library,  1  4 

Boston  Society  of  Natural  History,  6  2 

Brookline  Public  Library,  1 

Butler,  Bey.  J.  D.,  2  43 

City  of  Cleydand,  Ohio,  1 

dark,  Nathaniel,  of  Plymouth,  9 

Coffin,  William,  60  15 

Dunbar,  George  H.,  1 

EUot,  Thomas  D.,  jrCongressional  documents,)    96  28 

GkMdwin,  WiUiam  P.,  of  Concord,  N.  H.,  11 

Green,  Thomas  A.,  1 

Grinnell,  Jos^h,    (Congressional  documents,)  490         152  600 

Hall,  Robert  B.,  M.  C,  6 

Hammond,  Calvin,  1 

How,  William  S.  G.,  14 

Knowles,  Thomas  H.,  1 

Mercantile  Library  Associatiasi,  BrooUjn,  1 

MercantilA  Library  Awodatinn,  New  xork,  1 
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Volumns.  Tamphlets. 

Bound.    Unbound. 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  Pliiladelphia,  1 

Merrill,  Edward  B.,  8                              30 

New  York  State  Library,  1                                1 

Northend,  Charles,  3                              '25 

Norton,  Charles  B.,  of  New  York,  1 

Nve,  Mrs.  William  C,  .  3 

Ohio  Mechanics'  Institute,  1 

P^body  Institute,  Danrcrs,  1 

Philbrick,  J.  D..  1 

Phipps,  Abner  J.,  3 

Poole,  \Villiam  F.,  of  Boston,  3 

Regents  of  the  University  of  New  York,  2                              3 

Rodman,  William  Logan,  G9 

Shearman,  Mrs.  Hepsa,  2 

Smithsonian  Institute,  1 

State  of  Massachusetts,  through  Sec.  of  State,  3 

State  of  Mass.,  thro*  the  Librarian  of  State  Lib.,  1                              46 
Taber,  William  C,                          26  numbers  of  the  New  Bedford  Medley. 

United  States,  47 

Willey,  H.,  1                               3 

Williams,  J.  R.,  1 

Wilson,  Henr}',  2 

Yale  College,  2 

Young  Men's  Association,  Buffalo,  1 

Young  Men's  Mercantile  Lib.  Assoc,  Pittsfield,  2 

Young  Men's  Society,  Detroit,  1 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

WILLARD  NYE, 

Mayor,  and  ex-officio  President. 
Abner  J.  Phipps,  Secretary. 

Niw  BsDFOBD,  December  80,  1859. 
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Presented  to  the  City  Council  Jan.  5,  1861. 


NEW  BEDFORD: 

£.  ANTHONY,  PRINTER  TO  THE  CITY. 

1801. 


I 


Free  Public  Library,  > 
January  4th,  1861.      J 

To  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  New  Bedford: 

In  accordance  with  the  vote  of  the  Trustees,  I  herewith 
transmit  to  you  their  Ninth  Aiyiual  Report,  *^  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Library  during  the  year"  18 GO,  "and  of  its 
present  condition."  Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ABNER  J.  PHIPPS, 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 


In  Boasd  of  Alderm£x,  Jan.  5th,  1861. 
Accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  sent  down  for  concur- 

^^^^^'  SANFORD  S.  HORTON,  City  Clerk. 


Concurred. 


In  Common  Council,  Jan.  5th,  1861. 
I.  M.  RICHARDSON,  Clerk. 


REP  O  RT. 


The  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Ordinance  for  its  establishmenti 
respectfully  present  their  Ninth  Annual  Report  "of  its 
operations  during  the  year,  and  of  its  present  condition." 

There  have  been  added  to  the  Library  during  the  year 
about  1500  volumes,  and  434  pamphlets.  Of  the  former, 
352  were  donated,  and  the  remainder  were  purchased.  The 
pamphlets  were  all  donated.  The  periodicals  of  1859  have, 
as  usual,  been  bound  into  volumes,  and  are  included  in  the 
whole  number  given  above.  This  increase  is  about  the  same 
in  general  average  as  in  preceding  years,  and  makes  the 
entire  number  of  books  in  the  Library  about  15,000  volumes. 
The  character  of  the  additions  made  by  purchase  is  deserv- 
ing of  consideration.  While  the  Trustees  have  felt  the  im- 
portance and  necessity  of  providing, — with  due  discrimina- 
tion,— for  the  wants  of  a  very  numerous  class  of  readers  in 
our  community,  who  from  a  lack  of  intellectual  culture,  and 
of  a  refined  literary  taste,  must  have  works  of  a  lighter  and 
more  ephemeral  character,  or  else  forego  the  advantages  of 
such  an  institution,  yet  they  have  considered  it  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  additions  should 
be  standard  works,  of  unquestioned  merit,  in  every  depart- 
ment of  literature  and  science.  They  believe  that  few,  if 
any,  libraries  of  so  popular  a  character,  intended  not  only 
for  the  educated,  and  more  intelligent,  but  for  all  classes 
indiscrimiiiatelyy  can  show  a  larger  proportion  of  permanent^ 
and  twUy  taltudble  worksi  embodying  the  results  of  the  most 
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recent  scientific  experiments  and  investigations,  as  well  as 
those  of  former  periods.  They  by  no  means  claim  that  in 
so  small  a  library  as  this,  all  the  best  works  in  the  various 
departments  of  a  well  appointed  library  are  to  be  found 
upon  its  shelves,  but  only  that  fliey  have  souirht  to  make 
such  a  judicious  expenditure  of  the  comparatively  small  sum 
at  tlieir  dispo.sal  for  tlie  increarfe  of  the  liln-ary,  as  should 
secure  for  it  tluj  irreatest  number  possible  of  such  works. 

Many  books,  particularly  those  of  the  class  above  spoken 
of  as  most  in  demand,  in  consequence  of  the  cheap  and 
insecure  manner  in  wliich  the  publishers  send  them  forth,  and 
the  rouirh  usaire  to  whicli  in  many  cases  they  are  sulyected, 
soon  need  to  be  repaired  or  rel)Ound.  and  often  are  entirely 
condemned  as  unfit  for  further  use.  While  in  a  majority  of 
cases  the  taki^rs  of  books  from  the  library  seem  to  use  them 
as  carefully  as,  all  thinjrs  considered,  could  be  expected,  still 
the  Trustees,  from  the  occasional  exceptions,  feel  constrained 
to  enjoin  upon  all  a  still  greater  de^ee  of  carefulness  in 
usintr  the  books  and  periodicals,  so  that  as  small  a  sum  as 
possil»ie  may  be  required  to  meet  the  expenses  incident  to 
an  imjjropor  use  of  them. 

An  examination  of  the  library  shows  its  present  condition 
to  be  alike  creditable  to  the  numerous  takers  of  books,  and 
to  the  viufilance  and  fiilelity  of  its  appointed  custodian. 

The  whole  nr.Tubcr  of  book"*  delivered  during  the  year  has  been  27,3.56 

Daily  average,  89 

Wlu)le  nu7n!>er  of  cards  is-iued,  4,079 

Number  of  card<  issued  during  the  year,  fi64 

Number  of  books  belonging  to  the  Library,  15,000 


From  recent  reports  it  appears  that  th(?re  are  more  than  a 
million  free  white  ]»ersons  in  the  United  States,  over  twenty 
years  of  aixf.  who  are  unal»le  to  read  and  write.  With  such  a 
fiict  l»efore  us,  in  a  country  of  unprec(.*dented  and  ever  acceler- 
ated jjroAvtli,  in  whicii  freedom  of  suflVaire,  on  which  rests  the 
staltilitv  or  downfall  of  uU  our  most  cherishtMl  institutions,  is 
grunted  to  all  men,  too  much  importance  cannot  be  attached 
to  tlie  cstaldishment  and  maiutcuance  of  8uch  means  for 
"icoiiraging  mental  caltnre,  and  the  growtli  of  intelligent 
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reflection,  as  are  presented  by  free  public  libraries.  It  is  a 
gratifying  fact,  and  full  of  hope  for  the  future,  th[it  since  the 
establishment  of  this  library,  very  many  others  of  a  similar 
character  have  gone  into  successful  operation  not  only  in  our 
own  State,  but  also  in  many  other  parts  of  our  country,  and 
the  time  we  trust  is  not  far  distant  when  the  advantages  of 
these  purely  literary,  yet  strictly  popular  institutions,  shall 
be  enjoyed  in  every  city,  town,  and  village  of  our  widely 
extended  country.  The  beneficial  results  of  such  an  insti- 
tution in  our  own  community,  though  silent  and  unseen,  we 
believe  to  be  incalculable,  and  with  the  utmost  confidence  in 
its  ever  increasing  agency  for  good,  the  Trustees  commend 
it  to  the  continued  fostering  care,  and  lil)eral  support  of 
those  to  whom  have  been  confided  the  moral  and  intellectual, 
as  well  as  the  more  material  interests  of  our  prosperous  city. 
The  receipts  and  expenses  for  the  municipal  year  have 
been  as  follows : 

Balance  from  last  year,  $1 1 .42 

Amount  appropriated,  2,500.00 


Salary  of  Librarian,  for  9  months,  $7f>0.00 

Salary  of  Assistant,  for  the  year,  200.00 

Making  of  fires,  &c.,  for  the  year,  175.00 

Coal,  (G.  &  R.  H.  Taber,)  140.44 

Ga^,  121.20 

Books,  periodicals,  binding,  &c.,  798.74 

Miscellaneous  bills,  48. GO 


$2,511.42 


2,233.98 


Leaving  a  balance  of  $277.44 

which  will  be  adequate  to  meet  the  anticipated  expenses  of 
the  Library  for  the  remaining  three  months  of  the  financial 
year, 

GEORGE  HOWLAND  Jr.  FUND. 

Balance  from  last  year,  $115.50 

Received  on  coupons,  9G.00 

$211.60 
Expended  for  books,  158.00 

Leaving  a  balance  of  $53.50 

Donations  have  been  received  during  the  year  from  the 
following  individuals  and  associations,  for  which  the  Trustees 
would  return  their  grateful  acknowledgments. 
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Botuid.  Unbound.  Punphletf. 

Allen.  ^Irs.  Mary  Congdon,  1 

American  Antiquarian  Society,  2 

American  Philoitophical  Society,  1                2 
Bache,  A.  D.,  Superintendent  of  U.  S.  Coast  Surrey,    1 
Buckingham,  William  A.,  Governor  of  Connecticut,       2 

Carey,  Henry  C,  4 

Chambcrlin,  Sabin  P.,  2          1 

City  of  Prondcnce,  1 

Congdon,  James  B.,  82                         22 

Connecticut  Historical  Society,  1                            1 

Eliot,  Thomas  D.,           (Congressional  documents,)      65  1 

Foster,  Isaiah  D.,  2 

Goodwin,  William  F.,  of  Concord,  N.  H.,  25 

Greene,  Thomas  A.,  2 

Heard,  Jared  M.,  1 

Hervey,  £.  Williams,  1 

Horr,  John  £.,  1 

Howland.  George,  Jr.,  1 

Hubbard,  Prof.  O.  P.,  1 

Kempton,  Mrs.  Mary  T.,  38 

Knowles,  Thomas  H.,  3 

Library  Com.  of  the  Qycrseers  of  Hanrard  College,  1 

Library  Company,  Philadelphia,  1 

Mandell,  Thomas,  1 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  Brooklyn,  1 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  New  York,  1 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  Philadelphia,  1 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  San  Francisco,  2 

Montague,  William  H.,  of  Boston,  1 

New  Hampshire  Asylum  for  the  Lisane,  1 

New  York  State  Library,  1 

Page,  J.  H.  W.,  1 

Peabody  Listitute,  Danvers,  Mass.,  1 

Thipps,  Abner  J.,  10                          3 

Providence  Athensum,  2 

Public  Library,  Newburyport,  1 

Bicketson,  Daniel,  5 

Sibley,  J.  L.,  1 

Smithsonian  Institution,  5 

Spare,  Dr.  John,  3 

State  of  Massachusetts,  1 

State  of  R.  I.,  through  J.  R.  Bartlett,  Sec.  of  State,      1  1 

Tabcr,  Abraham,  1              12 

Taber,  WUlUm  C,  Jr.,  1 

Thomson,  J.  H.,  1 

Trustees  of  State  Lunatic  Hospital,  Northampton,  1 

Tuttle,  l^Irs.  E.  Arnold,                                                  124  329 

Wilmington  Institute,  Delaware,  1 

Wilson,  Henry,  M.  C,  4 

Young  Men's  Mercantile  Library  Assoc,  Pittsburg,  1 

Young  Men's  Society,  Detroit,  1 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

ISAAC  0.  TABER, 
Mayor,  and  ex-officio  PresidenL 
Abnbb  J.  Phipps,  Secretary. 

Smw  Bxdpord,  January  4th,  1861. 
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FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 
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NEW  BEDFORD: 
FE8SEKDEN  &  BAKER,  CITY  PRINTERS, 

Ko.   91   Ukiov   Stbsst. 

1862. 


In  Board  of  Aldebmen,  Jan.  4,  1862. 

Accepted,  ordered   to   be   printed,   and   sent  down 
for  concurrence.  g^^^^^^  g  ^^^^^^^^  ^.^^  ^^^^^ 


In  Common  Council,  Jan.  4, 1862. 
Concarred. 

Wm.  a.  Church,  Clerk. 


REPORT. 


By  the  5th  section  of  the  Ordinance  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  New  Bedford  Free  Public  Library  it  is 
provided,  that  ^  the  Trustees  shall  annually  in  the  month 
of  December,  lay  before  the  City  Council  a  detailed  re- 
port of  their  doings  and  the  condition  of  the  library." 

In  accordance  with  this  provision  the  Trustees  of  the 
Free  Public  Library  present  to  the  City  Council  the 
Tenth  Annual  Report 

The  number  of  volumes  now  belonging  to  the  library 
18  ffleen  ihausafid  Jive  hundred. 

Five  hundred  volumes  have  been  added  the  past  year, 
^d  about  three  hundred  pamphlets. 

The  whole  number  of  books  taken  from  the  library 
during  the  year  is  ihirtjf  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy- 
iiree. 

Daily  average,  one  hundred. 

Number  of  cards  issued,  four  thousand  six  himdred  dnd 

Increase  during  the  year,  six  hundred  and  thirteen. 
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These  statements  show,  that  during  the  past  year,  a 
greater  number  of  books  has  been  taken  from  the  libra- 
ry than  in  any  year  since  its  opening.  A  daily  aver- 
age of  one  hundred  takers  is  a  large  one  from  a  popula- 
tion of  twenty  thousand,  and  the  increase  for  the  year, 
while  the  census  informs  us  that  there  has  been  no  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  residents,  indicates  the  diffusion 
of  a  taste  for  reading  and  a  continuance  and  increasing 
interest  in  the  Library  of  the  People. 

We  opened  our  doors  to  the  public  with  less  than  war 
thousand  volumes.  In  nine  years,  the  number  has  increas- 
ed to  nearly  sixteen  thousand. 

We  occupied  at  the  opening  a  small  room  in  a  wood- 
en building,  hired  for  the  purpose.  The  Free  Public 
Library  of  New  Bedford  now  occupies  a  building  erect- 
ed for  its  accommodation,  and  owned  by  the  city,  which, 
for  the  convenience  of  its  arrangements  and  architeo- 
toal  fitness  and  beauty,  is  equalled  by  few  structures  of 
the  kind  in  the  country. 

The  number  of  volumes  added  to  our  catalogue  the 
past  year,  is  not  so  large  as  the  annual  average  since 
the  institution  was  established.  Having  in  view  the 
circumstances  which  demand  the  exercise  of  a  thought- 
ful economy  on  the  part  of  all  who  are  entrusted  with 
the  disbursement  of  the  public  money,  the  Trustees 
have  limited  themselves,  in  the  purchase  of  books, 
almost  exclusively  to  such  new  issues  from  the  press  as 
were  considered  indispensible  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
library  upon  the  plan  upon  which  it  was  founded. 
Limited  as  has  been  the  expenditure  for  books,  and 
small,  comparatively,  the  number  of  volumes  we  have 
added  to  our  collection,  we  have  been  enabled,  by  a 
careful  discrimination  in  the  choice,  to  put  upon  our 
shelves  a  large  proportion  of  the  best  publications  from 
the  Amerioan  press. 
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The  popular  character  of  our  institution  renders  it 
necessary  that  the  demand  for  the  best  of  the  new  pub- 
lications shall  be  first  supplied.  This  demand  we  have 
met  to  a  very  satisfactory  extent,  and  have  left,  unex- 
pended, nearly  one  half  of  the  sum  which  has  been 
asually  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  books  from  the  city 
appropriation.  In  no  single  year  for  the  last  quarter 
of  a  century  have  the  issues  from  the  press  of  this 
country  been  so  limited.  A  small  outlay  has  enabled 
the  Trustees  to  procure  a  large  proportion  of  such  as 
we  have  considered  desirable  for  our  purpose. 

While,  numerically  .considered,  the  increase  of  our 
library  has  been  comparatively  small,  the  Trustees  have 
much  satisfaction  in  stating,  that  in  no  year  since  its 
opening  have  our  acquisitions  been  so  important  and 
valuable. 

Without  the  expenditure  of  a  dollar  of  the  city  ap- 
propriation, we  have  added  to  the  library  a  complete 
Bet  of  NiLEs'  Annual  Register  in  seventy-^j  and  of  the 
New  Bedford  Mercury  in  eightf/six  volumes. 

It  enhances  the  importance  and  the  value  of  these 
Acquisitions,  to  know,  that  with  regard  to  the  first,  we 
possess  the  only  complete  set  which  could  be  found  on 
ale  in  the  country — that  our  volumes  of  the  Mercury 
constitute  the  only  perfect  file  that  has  or  can  have  an 
existence. 

It  is  difficult  to  determine  the  value  of  these  acquisi- 
tions to  our  library.  The  one  gives  us  the  story  of  our 
J^tional  life  for  thirty- eight  years,  and  the  other  has 
preserved  for  us  with  an  accuracy  and  minuteness  to  be 
found  in  no  other  record,  the  social,  civic  and  municipal 
activities  of  our  community  for  a  period  of  fifty-four 
yeara 
In  the  one  we  find  a  full  and  reliable  history  of  our 
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country  for  one  half  the  period  since  the  adoption  of 
the  Federal  Constitution  ;  in  the  other  our  *^  Home  An- 
nuals'*  for  three  quarters  of  the  time  since  the  town  of 
New  Bedford  was  set  off  from  the  town  of  Dartmouth 
by  the  act  of  the  General  Court. 

It  has  been  said  that  our  library  has  become  thus  en- 
riched without  any  outlay  from  the  city  appropriation. 
From  the  income  of  the  fund  which  the  enlightened 
liberality  of  our  fellow  citizen,  the  Hon.  George  How- 
land,  JunV.  established  for  the  increase  of  the  library, 
carefully  reserved  for  the  acquisition  of  such  rare  and 
expensive  works  as  have  been  considered  beyond  the 
range  of  our  ordinary  means,  we  have  been  enabled  to 
enrich  our  collection  of  books  with  Niles'  voluminous 
and  reliable  work. 

The  other  is  a  donation  from  our  esteemed  fellow 
citizen  Benjamin  Lindsey,  Rsq.,  the  late  proprietor  and 
editor  of  the  paper  which  Benjamin  Lindsey  the  father 
established  in  New  Bedford  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  seven. 

The  records  of  the  board  will  show  that  the  Trustees 
have  already  tendered  to  Mr.  Lindsey  their  thanks  for 
his  liberal  donation  and  their  high  appreciation  of  the 
enlightened  public  spirit  by  which  it  was  prompted.  It 
is  proper  that  the  representatives  of  the  people,  the  re- 
cipients of  this  bountiful  gift  and  for  -whose  benefit  it 
is  bestowed,  should  be  informed  of  the  fact  in  this  for- 
mal and  official  manner. 

Our  thanks  and  the  thanks  of  the  public  are  also  due 
to  Edmund  Anthony,  Esq.,  for  a  donation  of  a  similar 
character.  As  proprietor  of  the  Daily  Evening  Stand- 
ard, he  has  presented  to  us  eleven  volumes  of  that  paper. 
Three  of  them  are  now  in  our  possession,  and  every 
j^eax  a  back  volume  is  to  be  added  until  the  whole  num- 


1862.  TRUSTEE'S  REPORT.  7 

ber  shall  be  upon  our  shelves.  Tn  this  department,  the 
Tolames  of  the  Standard  possesses  for  us  a  value,  second 
only  to  the  gift  of  Mr.  Lindsey.  The  library  is  now  a 
subscriber  to  both  these  ably  conducted  papers,  so  that 
we  are  now  the  owners  of  every  number  of  them  both 
which  has  been  published. 

The  Trustees  have,  during  the  year,  bestowed  much 
of  their  attention  to  the  collection  of  the  local  newspa- 
pers.    As  yet,  with  the  important  exceptions  just  men- 
tioned, without  much  success.     There  are,  undoubtedly, 
in  the  possession  of  many  families  of  this  city  and  the 
adjoining  towns,  copies,  it  may  be  files  of  the  newspa- 
pers which  have,  from  time   to  time  been  published  in 
New  Bedford.     These,  placed  in  the  library  and  proper- 
ly arranged  would  be  to  the  people  interesting  and  val- 
uable.    Now  they  are  for  the  most  part  useless  and  are 
last  disappearing.     The  Trustees  are  anxious  to  preserve 
what  yet  remains,  of  these  valuable  records  of  the  past. 
They  offer  the  safe  and  convenient  rooms  of  the  Free 
Public  Library  as  a  repository  for  all  the  publiirations 
of  this  character  which  mav  be  entrur^ted  to  their  care. 
They  would  be  gratified  to  be  informed  where  any  such 
niay  be  found,  and  are  prepared  to  make  it  any  object 
of  any  who  may   hold  them  to  place   them  in  their 
custody. 

Annexed  to  this  report  will  be  found  a  list,  nearly 
complete,  of  the  papers  which  have  been  printed  and 
published  in  New  Bedford.  It  is  thought  that  the  pub- 
lication may  aid  in  the  effort  we  are  making  to  obtain 
them  for  the  library  and  the  public.  For  this  statement 
we  are  indebted  to  our  faithful  and  accomplis^hed  libra- 
rian, Mr.  R  C.  Ingraham. 

While  engaged  in  collecting  and  preserving  this  class 
of  publications^  so  interesting  and  valuable  in  connection 
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with  our  local  history,  we  consider  it  within  our  province 
to  gather  up  and  arrange  documents  of  every  descrip- 
lion  which  are  calculated  to  subserve  the  same  desirable 
purpose.  The  Trustees  are  desirous  of  obtaining,  and 
will  gladly  and  thankfully  receive,  donations  of  pam- 
phlets, maps,  sketches,  pictures,  or  manuscripts  which 
immediately  or  remotely  come  within  the  description 
we  have  mentioned. 

They  have  regarded  with  much  interest  and  pleasure 
the  measures  which  have  been  taken  by  you  and  your 
predecessors  of  the  City  Council,  which  have  had  for 
their  object  the  preservation  and  arrangement  of  the 
the  official  records  and  documents  of  the  town  of  New 
Bedford. 

We  have  seen  the  portion  of  the  work  which  has 
been  completed.  If  the  remainder  of  the  work  you 
have  ordered  shall  be  as  fully  and  faithfully  performed, 
it  will  leave  nothing  to  be  desired  by  the  most  interest- 
ed in  this  important  undertaking. 

In  this  connection  allow  us  to  remark  that  the  move- 
ment you  have  instituted  in  relation  to  the  official 
records  and  papers  of  th  e  town  of  Dartmouth,  previous 
to  the  separation  of  New  Bedford  from  that  ancient 
town,  is  timely  and  important.  These  records  have  re- 
cently been  examined  by  a  member  of  this  Board,  and 
the  condition  in  which  they  are  found  more  than  justi- 
fies the  efforts  you  are  making  for  their  preservation  and 
arrangement.  The  official  records  of  the  town  of  which 
we  for  a  hundred  and  twenty-three  years  formed  a  part, 
are,  for  nearly  one  half  of  that  period,  in  danger  of 
being  utterly  lost.  Mutilated  scraps  of  paper,  rolled 
together  in  a  mass  and  tied,  like  a  package  from  fhe 
grocery,  with  a  piece  of  twine;  loose  sheets^  nigged 
and  disarranged ;  and  books,  which,  if  not  soon  restored. 
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will,  in  a  few  years  have  their  contents  reduced  to  muti- 
lated scraps  and  disconnected  and  defaced  sheets;  now 
contain  the  records  of  many  years  of  the  municipal 
life  of  the  town  of  Dartmouth.  Let  it  be  remembred 
that  these  are  records,  not  of  that  town  alone,  but  of 
New  Bedford,  Westport,  Fairhaven  and  Acushnet,  all 
ofl&pring  of  this  prolific  mother. 

When  these  records  shall  be  restored,  which  can  only 
be  done  by  making  copies  of  the  hopelessly  mutilated 
remains  and  arranging  and  binding  the  loose  sheets,  a 
perfect  copy  should  be  prepared  for  the  people  of  New 
Bedford  and  placed  in  an  accessible  situation. 

The  Trustees  have  devoted  one  room  of  the  library 
building,  exclusively  to  the  National  and  State  Docu- 
ments. Of  the  former  our  list  is  nearly  complete  from 
1843  to  the  present  time.  The  documents  for  several 
years  were  presented  by  the  Hon.  Joseph  Grinnell. 
Under  the  act  of  Congress  allowing  members  of  the 
lower  branch  of  that  body  to  designate  a  depository 
within  their  respective  districts  for  the  Congressional 
Documents,  the  Hon.  Robert  B.  Hall  and  the  Hon. 
Thomas  D.  Eliot  selected  our  institution. 

By  this  arrangement  we  have  been  regularly  in  the 
receipt  of  all  the  volumes  of  the  character  embraced 
in  the  action  of  the  National  Legislature.  Add  to  these, 
the  large  and  highly  valuable  publications  of  a  differ- 
ent character  which  have  been  authorised  by  Congress, 
and  for  which  we  are  mainly  indebted  to  our  present 
able  representative  in  that  body,  and  they  together 
constitute  a  library  of  themselves — for  the  purposes  of 
reference,  a  valuable  auxiliary  to  our  principal  collec- 
tion. 

It  should  be  understood  that  this  Library  of  Docu- 
ments is  placed  with  us  for  the  use  of  all  the  inhabi*^ 
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tonts  of  this  Congressional  District.  It  is  open  to  them 
all,  and  they  are  all  respectfully  invited  to  avail  them- 
selves of  its  contents  at  any  time  they  may  wish  to  con- 
sult them.  They  are  also  free,  for  the  purposes  of  con- 
sultation to  the  inhabitants  of  our  neighboring  towns 
and  cities. 

The  Trustees  wowld  embrace  this  opportunity  public- 
ly to  thank  the  gentlemen  through  whose  agency  these 
documents  have  come  into  our  possession. 

From  the  Smithsonian  Institute  we  continue  to  re- 
ceive all  the  publications  which  are  put  forth  by  that 
National  institution.  These  expensive  and  valuable 
works,  now  interesting,  mainly,  to  the  man  of  science 
and  the  scholar,  embody  the  results  of  the  efforts  of  the 
ablest  intellects  of  the  country ;  and  will,  in  the  due 
course  of  time,  give  out  their  treasures  in  a  practical 
form  for  the  benefit  of  mankind. 

Our  collection  of  State  Documents  is  very  imperfect. 
We  have,  it  is  believed,  obtained  from  the  depositories 
of  the  State  Government  all  that  it  is  in  their  power  to 
furnish  us.  Any  persons  having  in  their  possession  any 
official  papers  of  this  description  are  respectfully  invited 
to  deposit  them  in  the  library.  Early  copies  of  the  Laws 
and  Resolves  are  particularly  desirable. 

There  may  be  individuals  who  have  in  their  posses- 
sion both  National  and  State  documents  which  they 
would  be  glad  to  exchange  for  other  books.  The  libra- 
ry holds  quite  a  number  of  duplicate  copies  of  valuable 
works  which  the  managers  would  be  pleased  to  devote 
to  such  a  purpose. 

In  the  First  Annual  Report  of  the  Board,  we  find 
the  following  well-timed  and  important  declaration. 
^^TAe  rules  must  he  preserved,  or  disorder,  decay  and  dissolu- 
iian  will  soon  attend  upon  this  enligldened  and  praiseworthy 
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effort  to  open  to  the  ptihtic  tlie  avenues  to  a  more  genkU 
cuUurer 

In  the  second,  it  is  said — "Use  Carefully,  Return 
Promptly — these  are  the  fundamental  rules  upon  which  the 
prosperitif  of  the  library  must  rest'' 

We  repeat  this  language,  not,  mainly,  for  the  purpose 
of  impressing  these  vital  truths  upon  the  minds  of  the 
visitors  to  our  rooms  or  the  takers  of  our  books,  although 
it  would  not  be  out  of  place  if  repeated  in  every  annual 
report  But  it  is  that  it  may  form  an  introduction  to 
the  statement,  that  these  fundamental  principles  of  suc- 
cess have  found  a  lodgement  in  the  minds  of  our  people 
and  governed  them  in  their  intercourse  with  the  library. 
They  have  been  recognized  and  acted  upon  to  a  most 
gratifying  and  encouraging  extent. 

All  books  which  are  much  used  will  be  much  worn, 
and  must  soon  wear  out — some  books  will  be  lost  by 
the  most  careful ;  but  we  have  known  but  few  instances 
of  designed  or  careless  mutilation,  and  the  number  of 
volumes  missing  is  so  small  that  the  loss  is  not  a  subject 
of  serious  consideration.  In  these  respects  the  experi- 
ence of  the  past  is  full  of  promise  for  the  future. 

And  yet  we  feel  it  to  be  our  duty  to  say  that  the  warn- 
ings and  admonitions  of  our  predecessors  have  not  been 
heeded  by  some,  who,  as  residents,  have  exercised  the 
right  to  the  use  of  the  library. 

They  have  subjected  the  valuable  books  of  the  libra- 
ry to  more  than  the  "  ordinary  wear  and  tear."  They 
come  back  to  us,  in  some  instances,  more  worn  and  torn 
than  can  be  justified  by  a  proper  usage.  Let  those  per- 
sons remember  that  such  a  course,  pursued  to  much  ex- 
tent, would  inevitably  bring  about  the  downfall  of  the 
institution ;  and  that  by  thus  wasting  the  public  pro- 
perty, they  oblige  us  to  take,   to  repair  and  replii 
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what  they  have  injured  or  lost,  the  means  which  are 
granted  for  the  increase  of  the  library. 

The  4  th  section  of  the  Ordinance  establishing  the 
Free  Public  Library  is  as  follows : 

"  They  (the  Trustees)  shall  have  full  power  to  make 
any  and  all  needful  and  suitable  regulations  concerning 
said  library  and  the  use  thereof,  subject  to  alterations 
at  any  time  by  vote  of  the  City  Council." 

Accompanying  the  first  Report  of  the  Trustees,  dated 
March  28,  1853,  was  a  copy  of  the  Bules  and  Regula- 
tions adopted  by  the  Board.  No  change  was  made  in 
them  by  the  Council,  and  they  have  continued  in  force 
until  experience  pointed  out  the  necessity  for  a  change. 
That  change  has  been  made  and  the  new  Rules  and 
Regulations,  now  in  force  are  herewith  submitted  to  the 
City  Council  for  their  examination. 

We  have  already  given  the  names  of  several  of  those 
who  have,  during  the  year,  made  donations  to  the  libra- 
ry. The  following  is  a  transcript  from  our  record,  and 
it  gives  us  much  satisfaction  to  lay  it  before  you  and  to 
communicate  it  to  the  public.  Upon  the  books  as  well 
as  upon  our  records,  will  be  found  the  names  of  those 
who  have  shown  their  interest  in  the  institution  by  ad- 
ding to  our  collections^ 
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BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS  DONATED. 

Yolamef.  runphltla. 

BooBd.  Unbound. 

American  Antiqaarian  Societf,  S 

American  Fhilosopliical  Society,  1              1 

Bache,  A.  D.,  Sapt  U.  S.  Coait  Survey,  1 

Bartlett,  J.  R.,  Sec.  of  Statu  of  Rhode  Lland,  1 

Boadle,  John,  1 

Booth,  F.  H.,  1 

Boiton  VMk  Library,  Trustees  of,  1                           f 

Boston  Societj-  of  Natural  History,  1 

Brayton,  Dand,  tO 

Brigham,  C.  H.,  1 

Brooklyn  Mercantile  Libraipr  Association,  1 

Bc^alo  Yoonf;  Men's  Association,  1 

Butler  Rev.  James  D.,  1 

Clark,  Henry,  1 

Con  jcdon,  James  B.,  1            S          IH 

Dennison,  T.  R,  i 

Department  of  the  Interior,  through  T.  D.  Eliot,  51 

Detroit  Young  Men's  Society,  1 

Dunbv,  Gea  H^  t 

Durfee,  Wm.  F.,  29 

Durfee,  Zoheth,  S 

Eliot,  T.D.,  111            S             4 

Fisher  Wm.  L.,  1 

Goodwin,  W.  J.,  1 

HarUbrd  Young  Men's  Institute,  1 

Harvard  University,  1 

llowUnd,  George,  Jr.,  7 

Ladd,  Warren,  1 

Library  Company,  Philadelphia,  t 

Newburyport  Public  Library,  1 

New  Hampshire  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  1 

New  York  Medical  Society,  1 

New  York  Mercantile  Library  Association,  1 

New  York  State,  thiongb  the  Secretary  of  State,      1 

New  York  State  Library,  1 

Phipps,  Abner  J.,             ^  1            16 

PittsDurff  Young  Men's  Library  Association,  1 

Redwood  Library,  Newport,  1                           t 

Sanford,  F.  E.,  1 

San  Francisco  Mercantile  Library  Association,  1 

Smithsonian  Institutiou,  1 

State  of  Ohio.  1 

Stowe,  Rev.  Timothy,  1 

WiUey,  H.,  29            5            M 

Worcester  Free  Public  Library,  1 

NEWSPAPERS. 

Anthony,  Edmund, — New  Bedford  Standard. 

Brayton,  David, — odd  numbers  of  the  New  Bedford  Bulletin;  Reporter;  and 

Gazette. 
Undsey,  Benjamin, — New  Bedford  Mercury,  86  vols.,  bound. 

Window,  George, — thirty  eight  copies  of  various  New  Bedford  papers,  vis: 

Bristol  Gazette,  New  Bedford  Gazette,  New  Bedford  Courier,  and  Colum- 

bitti  Courier. 

A  laige  pictora  of  Fortress  Monroe,  beautifully  fhuned,  from  A.  a.  C^ 
man,  Esq. 
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We  would  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  present 
arrangements  for  warmiiig  the  rooms  occupied  by  the 
library  are  expensive  and  ineflScient  We  do  this,  be- 
cause we  are  of  opinion,  that  a  plan  which  shall  com- 
bine economy  with  success  in  heating  and  ventilating 
the  library  must  include  all  the  rooms  of  the  building. 
There  are  now  five  distinct  furnaces  in  the  Library 
Building ;  and  although  there  is  a  great  consumption  of 
fuel  and  a  great  heat  is,  in  the  aggregate  evolved,  yet 
there  is  a  failure  to  produce  such  a  distribution  of  it  as 
comfort  and  economy  call  for.  We  believe  that  the 
fuel  now  consumed,  in  the  furnace  which  supplies  the 
heat  to  the  principal  room  of  the  library,  but  which 
fails  to  make  that  room  comfortable  in  severe  weather, 
would  render  every  room  of  the  building  comfortable 
if  properly  applied.  The  Trustees  would  respectfully 
commend  the  subject  to  the  attention  of  the  Council. 

In  conclusion  we  would  express  the  hope  that  the 
Free  Public  Library,  the  Library  of  the  People,  will 
continue  to  receive  the  fostering  care  of  the  people's 
representatives.  It  has  become  an  institution  of  mag- 
nitude and  influence.  It  has  become  deeply  rooted  in 
the  regards  of  our  citizens ;  they  look  upon  its  present 
condition  with  an  honest  satisfaction  and  with  confi- 
dence to  its  future  prosperity. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  on  behalf  of 

the  Board. 

ISAAC  C.  TABEE, 

May  or  J  and  ez-offido  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

Georqe  H.  Dunbar,  Ckrk. 

New  Bedford,  December  23d,  1861. 


APPENDIX. 


NEW  BEDFORD  NEWSPAPERS. 


The  first  newspaper  published  in  New  Bedford  was 
*^  The  Medley,  or  New  Bedford  Marine  Journal,"  edited 
by  John  Spooner.  The  first  number  appeared  Nov.  27, 
1792,  and  the  last  in  September  or  October  1799,  Mr. 
Spooner  haying  sold  his  interest  in  the  paper  and 
printing  business  to  Abraham  Shearman,  Jun. 

The  "  Columbian  Courier,"  edited  by  Abraham  Shear- 
Dian,  Jun.,  was  the  second  paper  issued  in  New  Bedford. 
Ita  publication  continued  from  Dec.  8, 1798  to  March  1, 
1805. 

The  "  New  Bedford  Mercury,"  weekly,  followed  the 
Hurler.  It  was  edited  from  its  commencement  in  1807 
to  1826  by  Benjamin  Lindsey,  and  from  1826  to  1831 
by  B.  Lindsey  &  Son,  when  the  father  retired  on  account 
of  ill  health,  and  his  son,  B.  Lindsey,  Jr.,  took  entire 
charge  of  the  paper  and  continued  its  publication  to 
the  present  year;  when  it  was  transferred,  together 
with  the  "Daily,"  to  Messrs.  Fessenden  &  Baker,  by 
whom  both  papers  are  now  issued  under  their  original 
titles. 
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The  ^  Daily  Mercury  "  was  edited  by  B.  Lindsey,  Jr., 
up  to  the  time  of  its  transfer  as  stated  above.  This  was 
the  first  daily  paper  published  in  the  city.  The  first 
number  was  issued  Feb.  28, 1831. 

In  connection  with  the  Daily  and  Weekly  Mercury, 
Mr.Lindsey  also  published,  from  Jan.  1847  to  Oct  1858, 
a  Semi-Weekly,  and  from  Oct  4, 1858,  to  April,  1861,  a 
Daily  Evening  edition  of  the  Mercury. 

The  "Old  Colony  Gazette"  appeared  in  Nov.  1808. 
In  1811  the  name  was  altered  to  the  "New  Bedford 
Gazette,"  and  again  in  1812  to  "The  Bristol  Gazette," 
when  its  place  of  publication  was  removed  to  Fairha- 
ven.  It  was  discontinued  July  10, 1813.  Billings  & 
Tucker  and  David  Hollis  had  charge  of  it  in  1810,  after- 
wards Joseph  Gleason,  Jr.,  who,  having  received  an  ap- 
pointment in  the  army,  relinquished  it  to  Paul  Taber, 
February  5, 1813. 

The  "  New  Bedford  Courier,"  edited  by  Benjamin  T. 
Congdon,  made  its  appearance  June  12, 1827  ;  with  the 
seventh  volume  commencing  June  5,  1833,  the  words 
^  Weekly  Lyceum  "  were  added  to  the  title,  and  a  cut 
representing  the  Lyceum  Building  placed  at  the  head. 
In  the  ensuing  year  the  "  Workingmen's  Press,"  a  paper 
first  issued  in  May  1832,  wiis  united  with  the  Courier. 
The  first  number  of  the  united  sheets  appeared  Feb. 
26, 1834,  under  the  charge  of  Harris  &  Burroughs,  to 
whom  Mr.  Congdon  had  transferred  his  interest  in  the 
paper;  but  owing  to  some  disagreement^  after  the  pub- 
lication of  the  second  or  third  number,  the  paper  again 
passed  into  his  hands,  and  was  continued  by  him  under 
the  same  title,  "New  Bedford  Weekly  Courier  and 
Workingmen's  Press"  till  July  2,  1834,  when  he  dispos- 
ed of  it  to  Jeremiah  G.  Harris  and  Charles  W.  Rexford, 
who  changed  the  title  to  "  The  New  Bedford  Gazette 
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and  Weekly  Courier/'  and  published  it  in  connection 
with  the  Daily  Gazette  until  Nov.  3,  of  the  same  year, 
when  the  partnership  was  dissolved  by  the  withdrawal 
of  Bexford.  Mr.  Harris  edited  the  paper  till  1838 ;  but 
it  was  printed  and  published,  after  Jan.  1^  1837,  by  J. 
Allyne  &  Co.  The  name  seems  to  have  been  again 
changed  in  1838  to  "  The  New  Bedford  Weekly  Advo- 
cate," but  neither  this  paper  nor  the  Daily  Gazette  were 
published  in  1839. 

«New  Bedford  Daily  Gazette,"  established  in  1833, 
was  edited  by  Harris  &  Bexford  and  J.  G.  Harris. 
See  notice  of  the  Courier,  above. 

^  The  Begister,"  daily  and  weekly,  was  published  by 
Wm.  Canfield  in  1839.  "Morning  Begister"  and  «New 
Bedford  Begister,"  by  Canfield  &  Andros,  in  1841. 
"  Evening  Begister "  and  "  New  Bedford  Begister,"  by 
Wm.  Young,  in  1845. 

"The  Daily  Evening  Bulletin"  and  "The  Semi- Weekly 
Bulletin"  commenced  in  1842,  edited  by  Wm.  Eddy  in 
1843,  by  Charles  T,  Congdon  in  1844,  by  Henry  Tilden 
in  1845-6.  During  the  year  1846  the  evening  paper 
^as  published  tri-weekly,  and  the  name  of  the  weekly 
changed  to  "  The  Weekly  Bulletin  and  Advocate." 

*The  Seamen's  Beporter  and  Family  Visitor,"  after- 
wards "The  New  Bedford  Beporter  and  Whaleman's 
Weekly  Visitor,"  edited  by  Joseph  H.  Smith,  appeared 
in  J^ly^  1844.     In  1848  the  paper  in  an  enlarged  form 
^^  still  edited  by  Smith.     He  was  succeeded  in  1849 
y   Charles  H.  Kingsford.     In   connection   with   the 
^^^kly,  Mr.  Smith  also  published  from  July  2, 1847,  a 
^^i-weekly,  called  the  '-'New  Bedford  Beporter  and 
^^•Weekly  Democrat."    Kingsford  afterwards  issued 
^  Bvo.  sheets  made  up  of  advertisements;  and  circu- 
^^^d  gratuitously. 
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^Whalemen's  Shipping  List  and  Merchants'  Tran- 
script," edited  by  Henry  Lindsey  from  its  commence- 
ment, March  17,  1843,  to  1853.  Continued  and  now 
published  by  B.  Lindsey. 

"Daily  Evening  Standard,"  and  the  "Republican 
Standard,"  weekly,  were  established  March  17,  1850, 
and  are  now  edited  and  published  by  Edmund  Anthony. 

"  New  Bedford  Times,"  a  weekly  paper,  was  edited 
and  published  by  John  Eraser,  from  1857  to  1861. 

The  remaining  papers  were  of  short  duration.  The 
following  list  includes  nearly,  if  not  quite  all  of  them. 

"The  Christian  Philanthropist,"  1823,  edited  by 
Daniel  K.  Whitaker. 

"The  New  Bedford  Gazette,"  1823,  edited  by  Melcher 
and  Bogers. 

"The  Censor." 

"  The  Record  of  the  Times,"  1830. 

"The  Advocate,"  commenced  Jan.  1844,  published  by 
Henry  Tilden. 

"The  Union,"  1857,  by  Henry  Tilden. 

"  The  May  Flower,"  printed  at  the  Advocate  office 
for  the  managers  of  the  Temperance  Fair  held  at  City 
Hall,  May  1844. 

"The  Independent  Press,"  Oct.  1848,— two  or  three 
numbers  published. 

«  The  Harpoon,"  edited  by  William  Miller. 

"The  Weekly  Echo,"  1849,  edited  by  Moses  Brown. 

"The  Whaleman,"  published  weekly  from  June  1854, 
edited  by  William  S.  Anderson. 

"The  Citizen,"  one  number,  Dec.  1,  1860. 

"  The  City  Hall  Advertiser,"  two  volumes  of  a  few 
numbers  each. 

"  The  Herald,"  five  numbers  published. 


RULES  AND  REGULATIONS. 


ESTABLISHED  BY  TU£  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES. 


ORGANIZATION  AND  DUTIES   OF  THE  BOARD. 

Article  I. 

Sect.  I.  The  Mavor  of  the  city  sliall  bu  President  of  the  Hoard  of 
Trustees. 

Skct.  2.  When  he  is  ahrient  a  presiding  oflicer  i^hall  be  (thotjon  for  the 
meeting. 

Sect.  3.  The  Clerk  ahall  preside  while  swh  rlioire  is  niakin(:r. 

Sect.  4.  In  the  absence  of  both  President  and  Clerk  any  niembor  may 
call  the  meeting  to  order  and  preside  at  the  cholct*  oi'  a  presiiling  uIHcer. 

Akticlr  II. 

Skct.  1.  The  Hoard  shall  have  a  Clerk,  who  shall  be  one  of  their  own 
number,  and  three  Standing  Committees,  each  to  consist  of  three  menibers, 
to  wit  —  on  the  Library,  on  the  Building,  on  Accounts;  —  all  to  be  cho»en  at 
the  first  meeting  in  the  year,  or  at  any  iiubse<|uent  niccting  if  a  choice  is  not 
then  made. 

Sect.  2.     Vacancies  can  be  filled  at  any  meeting. 

All  Special  Committees  shall  be  appilnted  liy  thf  President. 

Article  III. 

Sect.  1.  The  first  meeting  in  the  year  shall  \k*  on  th<*  next  Satunlay  aflor 
the  election  of  the  Trustees,  which  meeting  shall  be  called  by  the  City  ^l<^s- 
senser,  under  the  direction  of  the  Mayor  &s  President  of  the  Ikiard. 

Sect.  2.    Meetings  shall  be  held  on'  the  first  Saturday  of  every  month. 

Sect.  S.  Notice  of  all  meetings  shall  be  sent  to  the  residence  of  each 
member  by  the  City  Messenger,  under  the  direction  of  the  Clerk. 

Sect.  4.  Special  meetings  shall  be  called  by  the  Clerk  upon  the  rerpicdt 
of  any  member. 

Sect.  9.    A  m^ority  shall  be  a  quorum. 
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Article  IV. 

Sect.  1.  The  Records  and  papers  of  the  Board  shall  be  in  the  poaieasioo 
of  the  Clerk  subject  to  its  order. 

Sect.  2.    In  the  Clerk's  absence  the  President  shall  appoint  a  substitute. 

Article  V. 

Sect.  1.  The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Librar}'  shall,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Boardf 

Purchase  all  books ;  Subetcribe  for  all  Periodicals ;  Direct  in  relation  to  the 
binding  of  books  and  their  preparation  for  use ;  Provide  all  necessary  books 
and  blanks  for  the  use  of  the  Librarian ;  Make  an  annual  examination  of  the 
library  and  report  its  condition ;  Prepare  the  Annual  Report  to  the  City 
Council ;  and  Direct  the  Librarian  as  to  what  books  shall  not  be  allowed  to 
be  taken  from  the  Library. 

Sect.  2.  The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Building  shall  have  charge  of 
the  rooms,  the  direction  and  oversight  of  all  their  fixtures  and  furniture  and 
their  cleaning,  warming,  lighting  and  ventilating. 

Sect.  3.  TThe  Standing  Committee  on  Accounts  shall  examine  and  certiijr 
all  bills,  and  none  shall  be  allowed  not  thus  certified. 

Sect.  4.  The  Standing  Committees  shall  conform  to  all  the  directions  of 
the  Board,  and  shall  not  order  any  outlay  exceeding  twenty  dollars  without 
•uch  direction. 

LIBRARY  REGULATIONS. 

Article  VI. 
WHEN  orEN. 

Sect.  1.  The  Library  snail  be  opened  every  day,  Sunda}^  New  Year'a 
Day  and  Christmas  and  the  Legal  Holidays  excepted. 

Sect.  2.  From  April  to  August,  both  inclusive,  from  8  o'clock  A.  M.  to  1 
o'clock  P.  M.,  from  3  o'clock  to  6  o'clock  and  from  7  o'clock  to  9  o'clock  P.  M. 

Sect.  3.  During  the  other  months,  from  10  o'clock  a.  m.  to  1  o'clock  p.  m. 
and  from  3  to  6  and  from  7  to  9  o'clock  i*.  m. 

KIUUT3  AND  DUTIES  OF  VISITORS. 

Sect.  4.  All  persons  resident  in  New  Bedford,  of  16  years  of  age  and  up- 
wards, shall  have  the  right  to  visit  the  rooms,  and  to  use  therein  the  booka^ 
periodicals,  &c ,  subject  to  such  regulations  and  restrictions  as  the  Committee 
on  the  library  may  from  time  to  time  institute  with  the  approbation  of  the 
Board. 

Sect.  5.  Mea.surcs  shall  be  taken  to  ^ard  against  loss  or  damage  by  reason 
of  such  use  of  the  Library  property,  and  to  insure  qnii't  and  decorum  in  all 
the  rooms. 

Sect.  G.  A  failure  to  meet  any  pecuniary  liability,  or  to  conform  to  the 
rules,  shall  be  considered  a  forfeiture  of  the  right  to  the  use  of  the  library 
property  in  any  form. 

Sect.  7.  Strangers,  introduced  by  a  Trustee  or  a  member  of  the  City 
Council,  may  be  allowed  the  privileges  of  residents  for  four  weeks. 

Sect.  8.  The  reading-room  set  apart  for  females  shall  be  used  exclusTvelj 
by  them,  but  no  book  or  periodical  shall  be  kept  in  such  room  when  not  in 
use,  except  it  may  be  a  duplicate  or  intended  expressly  for  such  room. 

CIRCULATION  OF  BOOKS. 

Sect.  9.    Books  may  be  taken  from  the  Library  by  all  resident  adults. 

Sect.  10.    A  delivery  upon  the  order  of  a  resident  shall  be  considered  a 
delivery  to  him  in  person. 
^    Sect,  ll .    All  orders  for  books  shall  name  the  person  to  receire  them,  and 
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the  books  shall  be  delivered  to  no  other.    There  shall  lie  an  order  for  eaeb 
deliver/. 

Sect.  12.  Minors  16  years  old  or  upwanls,  resident  in  the  city,  may  be 
allowed  the  rights  of  arlults  as  takers  of  books,  by  filin;;  with  tho  librarian  a 
certificate  signed  by  their  parent  or  guanlian  or  some  other  responsible  iicr- 
ion,  ahto  a  resident,  bv  which  the  signer  sliall  become  to  the  same  extent  re- 
sponsible for  said  mmor  as  he  would  be  fur  himsi*If.  A  dep«):tit  to  the  full 
value  of  the  volume  called  for  or  of  the  set  to  which  it  Ix'longs  may  take  the 
place  of  such  certificate. 

Sect.  13.  All  persons  liaving  the  risht  to  t<ike  ImkiIch  shall,  before  exercis- 
ing such  right,  enter  into  an  obligation  m  writing  that  they  will  o})srrve  all 
the  Rules  and  Regulations  instituted  for  the  government  and  safety  of  the 
Library,  which  obligation  shall  \m  in  such  form  as  the  Coiiiiiiitlee  on  the 
Library  shall  direct,  care  hieing  taken  that  it  shall  n-cognizi^  a  pecuniary  ob- 
ligation, on  the  part  of  such  taker,  to  the  City  of  New  lieiltonl,  for  all  fines, 
forfeitures,  loss  or  damage. 

Sect.  14.  No  person  shall  l>e  allowed  to  take  a  book  from  the  Library, 
wlio  appears  by  tiie  records  to  be  accountable  for  a  IxKjk  taken  or  f<jr  a  fine 
or  forfeiture  imnosed. 

Sect.  15.  Books  intended  for  general  circulation  shall  lie  properly  cover- 
ed, lettered  and  niiml>ered,  having  on  the  outside  a  label,  stating  tli<*  time  it 
may  be  kept  and  the  fines  for  retaining  it  longer. 

Sect.  16.  All  the  books,  as  well  as  the  {KTirxlieals,  manti<(Tipts,  &c.,  shall 
be  stamped  with  the  words,  '*Nkw  Redfoud  City  LinnAKY,**  the  number 
being  written  on  the  inside  of  the  cover. 

Skct.  1 7.  All  the  books  of  the  Library  shall  U*  prepanul  for  general  cir- 
culation, except  such  as  the  Trustee:^  sliall  oi-der  Ut  be  kept  in  the  room.'^. 

Sect.  18.     One  volume  only  can  be  taken  at  one  time. 

Sect.  19.     No  book  can  l>e  retaken  unlcAii  returned  to  the  T-iibrary. 

Sect.  20.     Rooks  taken  can  lie  used  in  the  family  of  the  taker  only. 

Sect.  21.  All  books  taken  may  be  retained  two  we«ks  unless  a  shorter 
time  is  named  on  the  (*over. 

Sect.  22.  A  liorjk  may  be  retaken  unless  an  application  for  it  has  l)cen 
made  to  the  Librarian  in  writing. 

Sect.  2li.  The  Conunittee  on  the  Library  may  onler  a  new  book  to  lie 
retained  in  the  rooms  for  a  short  time  af\er  its  purclnise.  and  they  may,  if 
ihev  shall  think  pn)iH*r,  shorten  the  time  it  mav  lie  kcj)t  out. 

Sect.  24.  Every  person  entitled  to  take  In^ks  from  the  Library  shall 
receive  from  the  Librarian  a  printed  canl.  having  on  it  the  name  of  the  ap- 
plicant and  the  catalogue  niimlH*r  of  the  Ixxik  askiul  for  in  the  blanks  Ifft  for 
the  purpose,  and  this  canl  must  be  presented  to  the  Librarian  or  his  assistant 
as  the  only  mode  of  obtaining  any  lxx)k  that  may  1k'  wanted.  If  any  IxKik  is 
not  in,  the  card  may  be  returned  to  the  a])plicant,  that  another  number  may 
be  inserted. 

Sect.  25.  RrK>ks  returned  must  be  delivei*ed  to  the  Librarian  or  his 
aftfiiitant. 

Sect.  26.  TIic  fines  for  retaining  l>ooks  lK*yond  the  allowed  period  shall 
be  as  follows,  vix : — Folio,  four  cents  a  day ;  Quarto,  thive  cents ;  O*tavo, 
two  cents;  all  smaller  Ijooks  one  cent;  and  for  IkioIcs  daniag<ul  or  Unt,  the 
actual  loss  swtained. 

Sect.  27.  All  hoUlers  of  books  beyond  the  regulation  jhtiimI  shall  be  re- 
quired to  pay  the  expense  of  sending  for  the  same,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Librarian  to  send  fc)r  all  liooki;  held  two  we<'ks  bey(»nd  the  aIlow«^l 
time,  and  if  not  then  delivered  they  shall  be  consi<h*red  as  hist. 

Sect.  28.  IkKiks  not  intemled  for  gttncral  circulation  may  be  taken  fi-om 
the  Library,  for  a  limited  (leriod,  upon  an  onler  in  writing  signed  by  a 
Trustee,  a  receipt  Insing  given  by  the  taker  therefor. 
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OFFICERS  OP  THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1863. 


TRUSTEES. 

His  Honor,  GEORGE  HO  WL AND,  Jr.,  Mayor  of  the  City, 
WILLIAM  G.  TABER,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Common 

Council, 
WARREN  LADD,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Standing 

Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

JAMES  B.  CONGDON,  Esq. 
JOSHUA  a  STONE,  Esq.       }    at  large. 
CHARLES  H.  PIERCE,  Esq. 

COMMITTEES. 

OSr  THE  LIBRART. 

GEORGE  HOWLAND,  Jr.,   JAMES  B.  CONGDON, 

JOSHUA  C.  STONE. 

a 

BUILDING. 

WARREN  LADD,  WILLIAM  G.  TABER, 

CHARLES  H.  PIERCE. 

ACCOUNTS. 

JAMES  B.  CONGDON,      WARREN  LADD, 

CHARLES  H.  PIERCE. 

LIBBABIAN. 

ROBERT  C.  INGRAHAM. 

ASSISTANT  LIBRARIAN. 

MARIA  A  PIERCE. 


REPORT. 


To  the  Mat/or  and  Aldermen,  and  the  Common  Council  of  the 
CHy  of  New  Bedford : 

Gentlemen  : — As  required  by  the  Ordinance  establisli- 
ing  the  New  Bedford  Free  Public  Libr^vrt,  the  Trustees 
of  that  institution  now  present  to  the  City  Council  their 
Eleventh  Annual  Beport. 

The  Free  Public  Library  has  entered  upon  the  second 
decade  of  its  existence.  The  ordinance  by  which  it  was 
established  was  passed  on  the  \Wi  day  of  August^  1852. 

It  was  opened  to  the  use  of  the  public  on  the  M  day 
of  March,  1853, 

The  First  Annual  Beport  was  dated  March  2Sthy  185o. 

The  comer  stone  of  the  Library  Building  was  laid  on 
the  2m  day  of  Avgust,  1856. 

The  building  was  opened  to  the  use  of  the  public. 
November  9/^  1859. 

At  the  opening  of  the  library  in  1853,  it  "  coiUained 
nearfy  m  thousand  volumes'' 
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The  number  of  volumes  is  now  sixteen  thousand :  the 
pamphlets  number  ^ve  thousand. 

The  number  of  books  which  have  been  taken  from 
the  library  during  the  year  is  thirty-four  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-one. 

The  daily  average  is  one  hundred  and  sixteen. 

The  whole  number  of  cards  issued  is  five  thousand  one 
hundred  and  seventt/seven  ;  an  increase  during  the  year  of 
five  hundred  and  forty-four. 

During  no  previous  year  has  the  number  of  books 
taken  been  so  large  3  it  being  more  than  four  thousand 
in  advance  of  last  year's  report,  which  exhibited  the 
highest  number  which  had  then  been  reached. 

These  are  interesting  and  gratifying  statements,  A 
daily  average  delivery  of  one  hundred  and  sixteen  volumes^ 
is  a  fact  which  of  itself  is  an  epitome  of  the  progress 
of  the  institution  and  its  present  position. 

The  library  enters  upon  the  second  decade  of  its  ex- 
istence as  a  firmly  established  Municipal  Institution. 
The  people  recognize  it  as  a  component  part  of  the 
city  organization.  The  representatives  of  the  people 
are  expected  so  to  regard  it,  and  to  take  all  necessary 
measures  to  secure  its  usefulness  and  provide  for  its 
enlargement. 

The  progress  of  the  decade  which  has  now  closed,  and 
the  present  condition  of  the  institution,  are  gratifying 
facts  in  our  municipal  history.  We  have,  during  this 
period,  added  to  our  catalogue  an  average  of  one  thou- 
sand volumes  a  year ;  we  have  reached,  the  highly  respec- 
table number  of  sixteen  thousand ;  we  have  erected  for 
our  literary  treasures  a  safe,  convenient  and  beautiful 
building ;  and  the  practical  working  of  the  institution 
has  given  it  a  secure  place  in  the  regards  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  city. 
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WhHe  the  possession  of  an  institution  of  such  a  high 
character  and  value  may  be  regarded  as  a  source  of  oom- 
mendable  public  gratification,  the  position  which  it  holds 
as  an  educator  of  the  people,  the  uses  which  it  subserves 
in  the  great  work  of  training  and  informing  the  public 
mind,  must  give  it  its  principal  claim  to  the  fostering 
care  of  the  councillors  of  the  city,  and  to  the  prudent 
and  enlightened  oversight  and  control  on  the  part  of 
those  who  have  the  more  immediate  direction  of  its 
affairs. 

It  is  gratifying  to  our  city-pride  to  know,  that  the 
establishment  of  our  Free  Public  Library  and  the  success 
which  has  attended  it,  have  been  regarded  abroad  as  in- 
dications of  an  enlightened  and  well-directed  public 
spirit ;  and  it  is  well  known  to  those  upon  whom  the 
management  of  the  library  has  devolved,  that  the  favora- 
ble issue  of  our  experiment  has  been  highly  influential 
in  multiplying  similar  institutions  in  our  Commonwealth 
and  in  our  country.  It  is  a  judgment  that  belongs  to 
the  character  of  our  people,  to  give  a  high  and  hon- 
orable position  to  all  acts,  public  or  private,  that  foster 
the  cause  of  learning  and  diffuse  among  all  classes  and 
conditions  the  inestimable  treasures  of  knowledge,  and 
the  elevating  influence  of  a  healthy  literature.  We 
claim  the  right  to  this  favorable  and  enlightened  judg- 
ment, from  a  conviction  that  this  result  has  been  ac- 
complished by  our  Free  Public  Library.  It  has  done 
the  work  for  which  it  was  established.  It  has  shown 
the  wisdom  of  the  legislature  which  gave  to  the  munici- 
pal body  the  power  to  give  it  an  existence  ;  it  has  ful- 
filled the  highest  expectations  of  the  Council  whose 
ordinance  established  it ;  it  has  justified  the  enlightened 
liberality  which  has  made  it  an  object  of  the  constant 
care  and  the  annual  bounty  of  the  city  government ; 
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and  has  won  for  itself  the  regard  and  confidence  of  the 
people.  The  Library  for  the  People,  is  an  advanced 
step  made  by  the  people  in  the  work  of  enlightenment — 
of  a  sound,  practical,  permanent  elevation  —  giving  dig- 
nity to  the  individual  and  a  true  and  enduring  prosperity 
to  the  body  politic.  As  citizens  of  Massachusetts  and 
of  New  Bedford,  we  contemplate  with  much  satisfaction 
the  pioneer  attitude  which  our  State  and  City  sustain  in 
this  imdertaking.  As  we  contemplate  the  past,  we  are 
hopeful  for  the  future.  Let  the  City  Council  continue 
to  give  to  the  library  a  wise  supervision,  liberal  appro- 
priations and  faithful  managers,  and  we  may  safely  ven- 
ture upon  the  prediction  that  at  the  close  of  the  second 
decade  of  its  history  it  will  be  found  richer,  in  a  propor- 
tion exemplified  by  the  ^rsty  in  all  those  attributes  which 
give  it  so  high  a  claim  to  the  confidence,  regard  and 
support  of  the  people. 

Li  predicting  for  our  cherished  institution  whose  past 
is  so  affluent  in  incidents  at  once  pleasant  and  encour- 
aging, a  future  of  increased  prosperity,  we  do  not  base 
our  hopes  and  expectations  wholly  upon  the  continued 
favorable  action  and  careful  supervision  of  the  city  gov- 
ernment and  its  agents.  This  must  be  the  main  depen- 
dence for  its  usefulness  and  growth ;  but  we  look  hope- 
fully and  reliably  upon  the  co-operation,  in  this  good 
work,  of  the  wealth  and  enlightened  public  spirit  of  in- 
dividual inhabitants  of  our  city.  We  feel  more  than 
justified  in  again  presenting  to  you  and  to  the  public 
this  aspect  of  our  subject.  The  Free  Public  Library  has 
claims  upon  the  intelligent  and  wealthy  of  New  Bed- 
ford that  it  would  be  almost  a  libel  upon  them  to  doubt 
that  they  will  one  day  recognize  and  answer. 

Once  before,  the  Trustees  have  in  their  report,  ^ven 
a  prominent  place  to  an  appeal  to  private  munificence 


^  ; 
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on  behalf  of  the  library.  For  repeating  the  appeal  we 
make  no  apology,  and  in  making  it  we  feel  justified  in 
adopting  the  language  of  the  report  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  for  the  year  1856. 

"  With  no  considerations  to  influence  us  but  such  as 
belong  to  a  deeply  rooted  conviction  that  we  are  "  zeal- 
ously affected  in  a  good  thing,"  we  could  wii:?h  to  find 
access  to  many,  whose  *^  pure  minds  "  if  once  "  stirred 
up  by  way  of  remembrance,"  would  not  fail  to  "  devise 
liberal  things  "  concerning  us.  We  know  that  it  may 
most  emphatically  be  said  of  the  institution  in  whose 
behalf  we  are  pleading,  that  "  ijy  liberal  tihngs  shall  it 
8T.\ND."  No  form  of  words  could  more  aptly  express  the 
idea  which  lies  at  the  foundation  of  the  work  in  which 
we  are  engaged.  Liberality  is  its  life.  It  came  into 
existence  at  its  bidding,  it  has  flourished  under  its  foster- 
ing care,  and  its  future  is  bright  with  a  radiance  thrown 
around  it  by  our  hopeful  confidence.  Liberality,  public 
and  private  ;  liberality  of  thought,  feeling  and  action ; 
liberality  that  recognizes  the  o])ligation  and  feels  the  joy 
of  dealing  justly  and  nobly  with  the  manhood  of  every 
member  of  God's  earthly  family ;  this  is  the  word,  which, 
in  its  beautiful  comprehensiveness  more  fully  than  any 
other,  expresses  the  origin,  the  aims,  and  the  needs  of 
our  Free  Public  Library.  Therefore  it  is  that  we  feel 
great  freedom  in  using  it,  when  we  would  incite  to 
thought  and  action  favorable  to  a  cause  so  worthy  of 
the  advocacy  and  aid  of  all  generous  hearted  and  right- 
minded  persons.  We  ask  them  to  be  liberal  towards 
our  new,  but  influential  and  valuable  Public  Educational 
Institute  —  liberal  in  thought,  liberal  in  feeling,  and,  as 
they  may  have  ability  and  opportunity,  liberal  in  action. 

We  want,  from  the  wealthy  and  enlightened  citizens  of 
Kew  Bedford^  what  we  cannot  obtain  from  the  action^ 
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however  liberal  and  harmonioiis^of  our  Municipal  author- 
ities. That  want  would  be  met  by  finding  in  the  alcoves 
of  our  beautiful  library-hall,  and  upon  the  walls  of  the 
tasteful  edifice  now  about  to  be  dedicated  to  the  cause 
of  public  enlightenment  and  progress,  the  evidence  of  a 
lively  sympathy  with  the  movement,  and  of  a  disposi- 
tion, on  the  part  of  those  upon  whom  have  been  bestow- 
ed large  stores  of  material  wealth,  to  direct  a  portion  of 
it  into  this  channel.  Money  can  purchase  books,  and 
pictures  and  statues  ;  and  money  will  come,  when  votes 
are  passed  and  city  officials  demand  it  in  the  name  of 
the  Commonwealth.  But  money  alone  cannot  purchase 
that  feeling,  born  of  gratitude  and  benevolence  and  of 
a  thoughtful  and  rightful  apprehension  of  the  brother- 
hood of  man  and  of  man's  craving  for  sympathy,  and  for 
a  good  beyond  the  joys  of  sense,  which  bids  those  to 
whom  Providence  has  been  bountiful  and  who  feel  the 
responsibilities  of  the  stewardship  to  which  they  have 
been  called,  to  send  forth  for  the  well-being  of  their  fel- 
low men,  the  rich  streams  of  their  bounty,  directed  and 
hallowed  by  elevated  thought  and  self-forgetting  charity, 
to  cheer,  to  refresh,  to  renovate,  to  bless. 

Let  us  then  multiply  the  evidence  of  this  manly,  this 
christian  feeling.  Let  the  whole  field  be  made  green 
and  beautiful  by  an  irrigation,  generous  and  bountiful, 
from  these  rich  fountains  of  pecuniary  ability  and  ele- 
vated sentiment.  Let  there  be  concentrated  within  the 
walls  of  our  library-edifice,  a  spot  consecrated,  not  only 
to  moral  and  mental  improvement,  but  to  the  cultiva- 
tion and  enjoyment  of  a  spirit  of  self-sacrifice  and  devo* 
tion  to  the  public  well-being,  many  of  the  treasures  of 
literature  and  art^  not  only  diffusing  around  the  rich  de- 
lights of  taste  and  the  valuable  accumulations  of  knowl- 
edge,  but  sending  forth  constantly  and  forcibly^  the 
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teachings  which  fill  the  mind  with  thoughts  of  an  en- 
h'ghtened  munificence  and  awaken  within  us  emotions 
of  gratitude  and  good-will." 

Our  esteemed  fellow  citizen,  who,  in  the  year  1856, 
when  the  report  from  which  we  have  quoted  was  writ- 
ten, held,  as  he  now  holds,  the  highest  office  in  the  gift 
of  our  people,  and  who,  as  ex-officio  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  placed  his  name  to  that  report,  gave, 
soon  after,  a  practical  illustration  of  the  sentiments  to 
which  he  had  given  the  sanction  of  his  name  and  his 
high  official  position.     The  "  Howland  Fund,"  establish- 
ed by  the  Hon.  George  Howland,  Jun.,  is  yielding  to  the 
library  a  yearly  income  of  about  one  hundred  dollars. 
In  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  donor,  the  means 
thus  obtained  are  expended  for  such  rare  and  expensive 
publications  as  the  Trustees  have  not  felt  justified  in 
purchasing  with  the  funds  appropriated  by  the  city,  but 
vhich  it  is  thought  desirable  to  place  within  the  reach 
of  the  visitors  to  the  library.     A  collection  of  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  volumes  of  works  of  the  fore- 
going description  has  already  been  made,  which  will  be 
increased  as  the  means  at  our  disposal  will  nllow.    The 
Trustees  have  not  felt  willing  to  deprive  themselves  of 
^he  pleasure  of  presenting  to  their  fellow  citizens  the  ex- 
ample affijrded  by  this  act  of  enlightened  liberality,  be- 
cause he  by  whom  it  was  performed  is,  as  Mayor  of  our 
^Ity,  a  member  of  the  board,  and,  as  its  President,  the 
Official  medium  of  communication  between  them  and 
^he  Council.    Not  he,  but  the  other  members  of  our  body 
^re  speaking,  when  this  generous  deed  is  alluded  to,  as 
^ne  calling  for  the  gratitude  of  the  people,  and  worthy 
t)f  imitation  on  the  part  of  those,  who  with  minds  dis- 
posed to  "  devise  liberal  things,"  have  the  means  at  their 
disposal,  to  gratify  their  liberality  and  benefit  their  fel- 
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low-men.  The  position  in  which  Mr.  Howland  stands 
to  this  report  being  fully  understood,  there  can  be  no 
impropriety  in  our  making  this  brief  recital,  or  in  our 
expressing  the  hope  that  it  will  lead  many  others  to  imi- 
tate his  example.  In  Boston,  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollars  have  been  contributed  by  individuals  in  aid  of  the 
free  public  library  of  that  city  —  in  Charlestown,  the 
private  contributions  have  equalled  those  made  by  the 
public  for  the  same  object  —  in  Worcester,  a  rich,  en- 
lightened and  generous-hearted  citizen  has  made  a  free 
gift  to  the  city  of  a  collection  of  books  to  form  which  he 
has  devoted  the  labor  of  his  life  and  more  than  thirty 
thousand  dollars  in  money  —  and  in  Springfield  private 
effort  combining  with  public  liberality  has,  within  three 
years  gathered  a  free  library  of  twelve  thousand  volumes, 
and  the  same  co-operation  is  about  to  be  invoked  with 
every  prospect  of  success,  in  the  erection  of  a  building 
adapted  to  its  flourishing  condition. 

We  have  another  reason  for  calling  attention,  by  "  way 
of  remembrance  "  to  this  "  liberal  thing  "  on  the  part  of 
our  fellow  citizen. 

The  books  which  have  been  from  time  to  time  pur- 
chased from  the  income  of  the  "  Howland  Fund  "  are 
not  only  ornamental  but  useful.  The  purpose  had  in 
view  by  the  generous  donor  will  not  be  subserv'ed  if  they 
remain  unused  upon  our  shelves.  Although  now  few  in 
number,  they  embrace  a  variety  of  subjects ;  and  in  the 
demands  of  taste,  literature  and  science,  occupy  the 
highest  places.  For  the  purpose  of  calling  the  attention 
of  the  visitors  to  the  library  to  these  books,  and  induc- 
ing such  a  use  of  them  as  their  great  value  and  the  wishes 
of  the  donor  demand,  we  shall  give  a  list  of  them  in 
the  appendix  to  the  report*    To  that  list  we  invite  at- 

*  See  Appendix,  Note  A. 
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tention ;  and  although  the  books  are  not  included  in  the 
catalogue  of  our  circulating  volumes,  the  public  may  be 
assured  that  every  facility  will  be  afforded  for  their  ex- 
amination and  study. 

Since  the  publication  of  our  general  catalogue,  six 
thousand  volumes  have  been  added  to  the  library.  A 
complete  catalogue  is  very  desirable,  but  the  expense  of 
a  supplement  would  be  great,  and  such  a  publication  is 
not  at  present  contemplated.  It  should,  however,  be 
known  that  a  manuscript  catalogue,  which,  with  the  pub- 
lished volume,  embraces  all  the  books  now  belonging  to 
the  library,  has  been  prepared  by  the  Librarian,  and  can 
always  be  consulted  upon  application  to  that  officer. 
The  time  is  not  far  distant,  when  it  will  be  found  neces- 
sary to  publish  a  supplementary  volume. 

Since  our  last  report,  all  our  pamphlets,  about  five 
thousand  in  number,  have  been  arranged  according  to 
their  subjects,  and  a  portion  of  them  catalogued.  In 
ammging  them,  boxes  have  been  preferred  to  binding 
as  more  convenient  and  economical.  We  would  call 
attention  to  our  collection  as  rich  in  publications  of  a 
local  character ;  and,  with  a  view  to  the  increase,  in  ex- 
tent and  value,  of  this  important  department,  would  ear- 
nestly ask  for  it  the  co-operation  of  all  who  may  have 
it  in  their  power  to  aid  us  in  its  enlargement.  The  rule 
followed  by  many  friends  of  the  library  is  a  good  one — 
to  send  to  it  any  pamphlet  which  may  come  into  their 
possession.  In  this  way  that  which  is  often  useless  and 
sometimes  an  encumbrance,  becomes  available  and  valu- 
able. We  consider  it  at  this  time  particularly  impor- 
tant to  "  stir  up  "  the  minds  of  our  people  to  this  sub- 
ject. The  unusual  demand  for  waste  paper  is  bringing 
out  from  chest  and  attic  the  gatherings  of  years ;  and 
it  is  much  to  be  feared,  that  a  proper  discrimination  will 
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not  be  used  when  an  opportunity  is  given  to  turn  into 
value  the  accumulation  of  the  garret.  Every  pamphlet 
has  a  value  to  us  far  greater  than  that  put  upon  it  by 
the  paper-maker ;  and  we  ardently  hope  that  nothing  of 
this  kind  will  be  allowed  to  go  into  the  wagon  of  the 
peddler.  We  would  repeat  the  remark^  that  a  greatly 
increased  value  is  placed  upon  a  pamphlet  as  soon  as  it 
becomes  the  property  of  the  library.  It  no  longer 
makes  a  park  of  the  miscellaneous  deposits  of  drawers 
and  cupboards.  It  is  marked  and  numbered,  and  arrang- 
ed with  those  of  its  kindred ;  and  from  an  article  of  rub- 
bish,  isolated  and  unavailable  and  consequently  useless, 
it  takes  its  place  as  a  component  part  of  a  volume,  val- 
uable to  the  local  annalist  and  the  general  historian,  and 
a  land-mark  pointing  out  the  course  of  events,  and  the 
progress  of  human  thought  In  this  connection  we 
would  again  call  attention  to  the  subject  of  publications 
iUustrative  of  the  local  history  or  typography  of  our 
city  and  its  vicinity.  In  our  last  report  we  published 
the  titles  of  all  the  Newspapera  which,  as  far  as  our 
knowledge  extends,  have  been  published  in  New  Bed- 
ford. We  renew  the  wish  then  expressed,  that  persons 
having  manuscripts,  maps,  pamphlets,  newspapers,  prints 
or  pictures  in  their  possession  of  a  local  character,  may 
be  induced  to  deposit  them  in  the  Free  Public  library. 
They  would  not  cease  to  be  theirs  in  every  sense  in 
which  they  can  be  looked  upon  as  valuables^  by  being 
placed  where  all  might  share  in  the  pleasure  and  profit 
they  are  calculated  to  impart 

During  the  year,  for  the  first  time  since  the  cre« 
ation  of  this  board,  one  of  its  members  has  been 
taken  from  us  by  death.  Isaac  C.  Tabeb,  the  Mayor 
of  our  city,  and  who,  as  such,  was  for  nearly  three 
years  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees^  died 
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on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  September  last.  Honor- 
able alike  to  him  and  to  yourselves  have  been  the 
measures  you  have  taken  to  express  your  respect  for 
your  late  Chief  Magistrate  ;  to  place  upon  the  records 
of  the  city  your  sense  of  his  eminent  public  services ; 
and  give  perpetuity  to  the  gratitude  and  regard  of  the 
people  by  giving  them  to  the  keeping  of  the  enduring 
monument  you  have  placed  upon  his  grave.  Ilis  labors, 
for  the  library  made  a  part  of  these  services  you  have 
recognized  and  perpetuated.  .Your  appropriate  and  com- 
prehensive action  leaves  nothing  for  us  to  perform  or 
desire.  We  have  placed  upon  our  records  the  deep  feel- 
ings of  solemnity  and  regret,  called  forth  by  the  death 
of  our  colleague,  and  would  bear  our  united  testimony 
to  the  unfailing  courtesy  and  ability  with  which  he  pre- 
sided at  the  meetings  of  our  board,  and  to  the  deep  in- 
terest he  always  manifested  in  the  prosperity  of  the 
library.* 

"We  would  again  call  your  attention  to  the  subject  of 
warming  the  library  building.  We  remain  of  the  opin- 
ion, that  a  different  arrangement  for  this  purpose  is  de- 
manded for  comfort,  convenience,  and  economy. 

We  close  with  a  list  of  the  donations  with  which  we 
have  been  favored  during  the  year.  It  is  tMfc  longest  if 
not  the  most  valuable  we  have  published.  This  evi- 
dence of  the  increase  of  the  number  of  our  benefactors 
is  highly  gratifying ;  and  in  communicating  our  thanks 
to  those  who  have  thus  given  evidence  of  their  interest 
in  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  People's  Library, 
•we  would  express  the  hope  that  our  future  reports  may 
make  it  manifest  to  the  public,  that  our  favorite  institu- 
tion is  constantly  increasing  in  the  regards  of  the  friends 
of  literature  and  knowledge. 

See  Appendix,  Note  B. 
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DONATTOXS.— BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS. 


American  Antiqnarian  Society, 

American  Philosophical  Society, 

Anthony,  Edmund, 

Anthony,  R.  C, 

Bache,  A.  D.,  Supt  U.  S.  Coast  Sarvey, 

Barnard,  Henry, 

Bible  Society, 

Boston  City  Library, 

Boston  Society-  of  Natural  History, 

Bravton,  DUvid, 

Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane, 

Butler,.  Rev.  James  D.. 

Charlestown  Public  Library, 

City  of  Providence, 

aifTord,  John  H., 

Congdon,  James  B., 

Covell,  Joseph, 

Crapo,  Wm-W., 

Cummings,  Anal  J., 

Dartmouth  CoUepie, 

Dawson,  Henry  B., 

Dexter,  Frank  B., 

Durfee,  Wm.  F., 

Eliot,  Thomas  D., 

Fall  River  Public  Library, 

ilsher,  Wm.  Logan, 

Goodwin,  Nathaniel, 

Goodwin,  Wm.  F., 

Gould, 

Grreen,  Thomas  A., 

Harvard  College, 

Howland,  George,  Jr., 

Kent,  George  A., 

Leonard,  Horatio, 

Librarv  Company,  Philadelphia, 

Lowell  City  Lihpuy, 

Mackie,  Andrei^  Jr., 

Mercantile  Library  Company,  Philadelphia, 

Morissey,  John, 

Newburyport  Public  Library, 

New  York  Mercantile  Library  Association, 

New  York  State, 

Palmer,  Thomas  H., 

Parsons,  Israel  F., 

Parsons,  Thomas, 

Peabody  Institute,  Danvers, 

Peirce,  Benj.  W., 

^lipps,  Abner  J., 

Providence  Athenaeum, 

Redwood  Librar}',  Newport, 

Reed,  B.  F., 

Rodman,  Edmund, 

Rodman,  Samuel, 

Smithsonian  Institution, 


Yolnmei. 
Boond.  Unbomid. 

1 

8  5 

5 

1 

2 


1 
1 
1 


2 

S6 


49 


1 
1 


1 

14 

S 


1 
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Pamphlets. 

3 

1 
S3 
21 

1 

1 


1 
1 
1 
2 
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2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

17 
I 
1 
1 
3 

3 
1 
409 
1 
32 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 

10 
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1 
1 
1 
1 

2 

1 
1 
1 
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DONATIOKS.— BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS— CONT[NU£D. 

VolQinef.  FkmphkU. 

Bound.  Unboand. 

fitate  of  MaflBftchuflettfl,  2 

State  of  Rhode  Island,  1 

Somner,  Charles,  2                         11 

Taber,  Isaac  C,  1                           6 

Tlioinas,  Rev.  Moses  6.,  1 

United  States  GoTemment,  37 

War  Department,  1 

Willev,  H.,  2                          3 

WinlWp,  R.  C,  3 

Wood,  Henry  T.,  3                           1 

Wood,  John  W.,  1 

Worcester  Public  Library,  1 

Young  Men's  Association,  Buffalo,  1 

Young  Men's  Mercantile  Library  Association,  Pittsburg,  1 

* 

MAPS,  PICTURES,  &c. 

Akin  &  Allen, — Camp  Mcetinj^  Herald. 

Donney,  J.  S., — Five-I>ollar  Confeilcrate  Note. 

Clark,  H.  B., — ^Map  of  the  Approaches  to  Richmond.  * 

Congdon,  James  B., — Map  of  New  Bedford,  Surveyed  and  Drawn  by  Josl 
Congdon,  Bost,  1834 ;  Plan  of  New  Bedford, 'by  E.  Thompson,  1847 ; 
Plan  of  New  Bedford,  from  Ori|i:inal  Surveys,  by  J.  C.  Sidney,  Phil., 
1850 ;  Map  of  New  Bedford  and  Fairhaven,  by  K  G.  Ingraham,  1857 ; 
Map  of  Bristol  County,  1851 ;  ^lap  of  the  Union,  1859  ;  Colton's  New 
Illustrated  Map  of  the  World,  1859.  Ensravinnrs :— View  of  New  Bed- 
ford from  Fort  Phoenix ;  New  Bedford  Fifty  Years  since.  Painted  by 
Wm.  A.  Wall  Lith.  by  Endicott  &  Co.,  N.  Y.  Pub.  by  C.  Tabcr  k  Ca, 
1851 ;  View  of  the  Stone  Fleet,  which  sailed  from  New  Bedford,  Nov. 
16, 1861.  Drawn  by  BenJ.  RusselL  Lith.  L.  Pranyc  &  Ca,  Boston ;  New 
Bedford  as  seen  from  Fairhaven.  Drawn  by  J.  W.  Hill.  Pub.  by  Smith, 
Bros.  &  Ca,  N.  Y.,  1853. 

Taber,  Charles, — Enj^'aving,  Framed :  Private  Signals  of  the  Whalinffye»- 
sels,  &c.,  belonging  to  the  Port  of  New  B^ford.  Pub.  by  C.  Taber 
&  Co.,  1857. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

George  Howland,  Jr., 
John  H.  Perry, 
Warren  Ladd, 
Henry  T.  Wood, 
William  G.  Baker, 
James  B.  Congdon, 

Nkw  Bedford,  Jan.  1, 186S. 


Trustees. 


APPENDIX. 
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List  of  Publications  purchased  with  the  income  of  the 
Howland  Fund. 

Syria  tlie  Holy  Land  and  Asia  l^Iinor  Illustrated.    WItb  Descriptions  of  the 

Plates,  hy^  J.  Carne.    London,  1842.  8  v.  4^. 
GaOeiy  of  Pictures  by  the  First  Masters  of  the   English  and  Foreign 

Schocds;  with  Biog.  and  Critical  Dissertations,  by  A.  Cunningham. 

London,  n.  d.  2  v.  4^. 
niiutrationaof  the  Passes  of  the  Alps.   By  W.  Brockedon.   London,  1827-29. 

S  V.  4''. 
China,  in  a  Series  of  Views,  Displaying  the  Scencrv,  Architecture,  and  Social 

Habits,  of  that  Ancient  Empire.     Drawn  by  ^.  Allom ;  with  Hist,  and 

Descriptive  Notices  by  G.  N.  Wright.    Loiid.  n.  d.  4  v.  4'^ 
National  Gallery  of  Pictures,  by  the  Great  Masters.    Ix)nd.  n.  d.  4°. 
IreUuid :  its  Scener}',  Character,  &c.    By  Mr.  &  Mrs.  S.  C.  Hall.    I^nd.  n.  d. 

S  V.  roy.  8®. 
The  Mansions  of  England.    From  Drawings  by  J.  P.  Neale.    Ix^nd.  1847. 

2  V.  4*'. 
Turning  and  Mechanical  Manipulation.    By  C.  Hohzapffel.    I^ncL  1847-52. 

S  T.  %<". 
Ckj  and  Suburban  Architecture.    By  S.  Sloan.    Pliil.  1859.  4°. 
Contributions  to  the  Natural  History  of  the  Uuitcd  States  uf  America.     By 

L.  Agasriz.    Vols.  1-4.     Boat. '1857-62.  4". 
Chapel  and  C*hurch  Architecture ;  with  Deigns  for  Parsonages.    By  G.  Bow- 
ler.   Boat  1856.  Folia 
Hie  Fhu^cal  Draughtsman's  Book  of  Industrial  Design.   New  York,  1857.  4**. 
Niles's  Weekly  Ke^stcr.  Yobt.  1-75.   Indexto  vols.  1-12.   Baltimore,  1811-49. 

76  T.  8^  and  4"". 
£ncyck>pedja  Britannica.    Eighth  Edition.    Edinburgh,  1852-60.  21  v.  4^ 

NOTK     H. 

Death  of  His  Honor,  Isaac  C.  Taber,  Mayor  of  the 

City  of  New  Bedford. 

IFrom  the  Records  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  TJbrary.'] 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Li- 
brary, October  4th,  1862,  James  B.  Congdon  addressed 
the  Board  as  follows : 

*'  The  Mayor  of  our  City  is  dead. 

Isaac  Congden  Taber,  who,  for  nearly  three  years  has  been  the  Chief  Iklag- 
istrate  of  our  city,  and  as  such,  the  President  of  this  body,  was  yesterday 
conveyed  to  his  final  resting  place. 

The  City  Council,  by  their  action  at  their  last  meeting,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  the  city  by  their  deep  sympathy  and  almost  universal  attendance  at  his 
funeral,  have  paid  a  high  and  heartfelt  tribute  to  the  ability*,  integrity  ani 
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uriMUiity  with  which  he  discharged  the  duties  of  his  office,  among  which  were 
those  of  acting  as  an  associate  of  this  body,  and  of  presiding  at  its  meeUngs. 

Uniting  as  we  do  in  sentiment  and  feeling  with  these  proceedings  and  dc- 
moDStrations,  we  desire  to  take  no  formal  action  in  relation  to  the  decease  of 
our  colleague ;  but  by  patting  this  declaration  upon  our  records,  pay  a  just 
and  fitting  tribute  to  the  memory  of  our  respected  and  lamented  associate." 


Proceedings  of  the  City  Council  on  the  occasion  of  the 
DEATH  OF  His  Honor,  Isaac  C.  Taker. 

The  following  proceedings  were  had  at  a  meetisig  of 
the  City  Council,  Sept.  30, 1862 : 

Whereas  it  has  plca.^cd  Almighty  God  to  remove  !)y  death  Ilis  Uonor, 
Isaac  C.  Taber,  late  Mayor  of  the  City  of  New  Bedford:  Be  it  therefore 
Resolved  by  the  City  Council, 

That  the  event  b  to  be  regarded  as  a  great  public  calamity,  occasioning  an 
irreparable  public  loss ;  that  knowing  the  late  Mayor *ii  wonderful  administra- 
tive ability,  his  accuracy  of  judgment,  his  fidelity  to  duty,  and  his  patience 
of  labor,  his  associates  in  the  City  Government  fully  appreciate  the  magni- 
tude of  this  loss ;  while  remembering  the  uniform  courtesv  and  kindness  of 
the  deceased,  his  respect  for  the  opinions  and  his  regard  for  the  feelings  of 
others,  they  keenly  feel  his  death  as  a  |>ersonal  as  well  as  a  public  bereave- 
ment. 

Resolved ;  That  during  his  incumbency  of  office,  the  late  Mayor  exhibited 
a  rare  devotion  to  duty,  and  since  the  out-break  of  the  rebellion,  giving  to 
the  city  all  his  time  and  his  best  energies ;  vigilant  of  the  interests  of  the  pub- 
lic, to  which  ho  sacrificed  ever}-  personal  consideration,  he  cheerfully  perform- 
ed the  most  exhausting  labor ;  with  unselfish  patriotism  he  toiled  day  and 
night  to  facilitate  the  enlistment  of  volunteers  for  the  defence  of  the  country : 
and  full  of  generous  impulses,  he  was  unremitting  in  his  kindness  to  the 
soldier,  and  was  the  friend  and  guardian  of  the  soldier*.'*  wife  and  children. 

Resolved ;  Tliat  the  members  of  the  City  Council,  desirous  of  expressing 
their  sense  of  the  loss  they  have  sustained,  and  their  respect  fur  the  memory 
of  the  deceased,  will  go  into  mourning  by  wearing  crape  on  the  lefl  arm  for 
thirt}'  da}'8. 

Resolved ;  That  the  City  Government  tender  to  the  family  of  their  late 
associate  and  friend  their  warmest  sympathy  in  this  great  sorrow ;  and  that 
tbo  City  Clerk  is  hereby  instructed  to  forward  to  the  family  an  attested  copy 
of  these  resolves. 

Ordered,  That  a  Joint  Special  Committee  of  one  member  from  this  Board 
with  such  as  the  Common  Council  may  join,  be  appointed  to  make  all  ncces- 
urj  arrangements  far  the  funeral  ceremonies  of  our  late  Mayor. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  City  Council  October  23, 1862, 

Ordered,  That  two  members  of  this  body  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men ma/  join,  be  a  Committee  to  take  measures  for  placing  on  the  grave  of 
our  late  Mayor,  Hia  Honor  Isaac  C.  Taber,  a  suitable  monument  with  appro- 
priate inscriptioQS. 

OcTOiiKU  23,  18G2. 

Ordered,  That  the  salary  of  the  late  Mayor,  His  Honor  Isaac  C.  Taber, 
be  continueU  to  the  close  of  the  present  Municipal  year. 


MONUMENT. 

The  Monument  erected  by  the  City  over  the  remains 
of  Mayor  Taber  consists  of  a  white  marble  block  with 
suitable  base  and  cornice.  On  the  front  is  cut  a  shield, 
under  which  are  the  dates  of  birth  and  death,  the  name 
following  cut  upon  the  marble  in  raised  letters.  The 
following  are  the  inscriptions  : 

[Front.] 

Born  Fcbruar}'  18,  1815. 

Died  September  29,  1862- 

ISAAC  C.  TABER 

[NOKTH   SllJK.] 

Mayor 

of 

New  Bedford 

from  Jau'y.  1,  1860  to  the  day 

of  his  death. 

[South  Sidk.] 

Erected 

by  the 

City  of  New  Bedford. 

[East  Sidk.] 

"  Rirh  in  love 
And  sweet  humanity,  he  was  himself  bcloveil.** 

The  design  and  proportions  of  this  Monument  are 
perfect.  Nothing  more  beautiful  or  appropriate  has 
ever  been  erected  in  a  New  Bedford  Cemetery.  It  is 
honorable  to  the  dead,  it  does  honor  to  the  city. 


2S 
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TRUSTEES  OF  THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 
From  1852  to  1863  inclusive. 

There  are  six  Trustees  —  the  Mayor,  the  President  of 
the  Common  Council,  the  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  and  three  chosen 
by  the  City  Council  at  large. 

In  the  following  list  of  Trustees,  the  arrangement  of 
the  names  corresponds  with  the  order  in  which  the  offi- 
cers are  mentioned  in  the  above  paragraph. 

1852. 


William  J.  Rotch, 
Matthew  Howland, 
Henry  H.  Crapo, 

Rodney  French, 
Matthew  Howland, 
Isaac  C.  Taber, 


Rodney  French, 
Thomas  Wilcox, 
Isaac  C.  Taber, 


1853. 


1854. 


Abner  J.  Phipps, 
James  B.  Congdon, 
Simpson  Hart 

Abner  J.  Phipps, 
James  B.  Congdon, 
Simpson  Hart. 

Abner  J.  Phipps, 
James  B.  Congdon, 
Simpson  Hart 


1855. 


George  Howland,  Jr.,  Abner  J.  Phipps, 

John  W.  Nickerson,  James  B.  Congdon, 

Cranston  Wilcox,  Simpson  Hart 

1856. 
George  Howland,  Jr.,  Simpson  Hart, 


Abner  J.  Phipps, 
Charles  Almy, 

George  H.  Dunbar, 
Warren  Ladd, 
Henry  T.  Wood, 

George  H.  Dunbar, 
George  Howland,  Jr., 
Henry  T.  Wood, 


1857. 


1858. 


James  B.  Congdon, 
George  H.  Dunbar. 

Simpson  Hart, 
James  B.  Congdon, 
Charles  Almy. 


Abner  J.  Phipps, 
Simpson  Hart, 
Charles  R.  Tucker. 
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1859. 

Willard  Nye,  Abner  J.  Phipps, 

Nathan  C.  Hammett,  George  Howlandi  Jr., 

Henry  T.  Wood,  Simpson  Hart 

1860. 

Isaac  C.  Taber,  Warren  Ladd, 

Nathan  C.  Hammett,  Simpson  Hart, 

Joseph   W.  Cornell,  Abncr  J.  Phipps. 

1861. 

Isaac  C.  Taber,  James  B.  Congdon, 

George  Howland,  Jr.,  George  H.  Dunbar, 

Warren  Ladd,  Henry  T.  Wood. 

1862. 

Isaac  C.  Taber,  Henry  T.  Wood, 

George  Howland,  Jr.,  James  B.  Congdon, 

Warren  Ladd,  William  G.  Baker. 

• 
The  Mayor  died  Sept  29, 1862.     For  the  remainder  of  the 

year  the  Board  was  constituted  as  follows  : 

George  Howland,  Jr.,  Henry  T.  Wood, 

John  H.  Perry,  James  B.  Congdon, 

Warren  Ladd,  William  G.  Baker. 

1863. 

George  Howland,  Jr.,  Joshua  C.  Stone, 

William  G.  Taber,  James  B.  Congdon, 

Warren  Ladd,  Charles  H.  Pierce. 
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TWELFTH 


or  tup: 


TRUSTEES 


OF    THE 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


OF    THE 


CITY  OF  NEW  BEDFORD. 


WITH     AN 


A.  p  p  E  isr  D  I  X , 


CONTAININCJ  A   LIST  OF 


NEW  BEDPOED  WEITEES  AND  PDBUOATIONS. 


rOBUROEO  BY  ORUEIl  OF  TUB  CITY  C'OUKC'IL. 


NEW  BEDFORD: 

£.  ASTHONr,  I'KINTER  TO  TUB  CITY. 

1864. 


■> 


TWELFTH 


OF     THE 


TEUSTEES 


OF    THE 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


OF    THE 


CITY  OF  NEW  BEDFORD. 


WITH     AN 


APPENDIX, 


COBTAININa  A  LIST  OF 


NEW  BEDFOBD  WBTTEBS  AND  FUBUGATIONS. 


FDBUSHED  BT  OBDEK  OF  THE  CITT  COUNaL. 


NEW  BEDFORD: 

E.  ASTHOMT,  FBISTBB  TO  TIOE  CITT. 
1864. 


City  op  New  Bedford,         > 
In  Boabd  of  Aldebmen,  Feb.  11, 1864^  ) 

Accepted  and  ordered  to  be  printed.    Sent  down  for  con- 
currence. 

Henby  T.  Leonabd,  City  Clerk. 


In  Common  Council,  Feb.  11, 1864. 
Concurred. 

Wm.  a.  Church,  Clerk. 


OmOEES  OF  THE  FREE  PUBnO  UBRART, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1864. 


TRUSTEES. 

His  Honor,  GEORGE  HOWLAND,  Jr.,  Mayor  of  the  City. 
HENRY  J.  TAYLOR,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Common 

Gomicil. 
WARREN  LADD,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Standing 

Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

JAMES  B.  CONGDON,  Esq.,    ) 
JOSHUA  0.  STONE,  Esq.,       V  at  large. 
CHARLES  H.  PIERCE,  Esq.,  ) 

OOldCldCITTBBS. 

OX  THE  LTBBABY. 

GEOBGE  HOWLAND,  Jb.,     JAMES  B.  CONGDON, 

JOSHUA  C.  STONE. 

BUiLDnra. 

WABEEN  LADD,       '    HENRY  J.  TAYLOR, 

CHARLES  H.  FIERCE. 

AOOOUSTS. 

JAMBS  B.  CONGDON,       WARREN  LADD, 

CHARLES  H.  PIERCE. 

LIBRABIAN. 

ROBERT  C.  INGRAHAM. 

A88I8TAMT  UBKABIAK. 

MARLL  A.  PIERCE. 

JANITOR. 

JOHN  W.  WILLIAMS. 
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DONATIONS  FOR  THE  TEAR  1863. 

Bonon.  TolamM.  Pamphleti. 

Bound.  Unbannd. 

Akin,  Bbeneier. 1 

Almf,  Chule*. S 

Amarican  Antiqtuvian  Soda^, 2 

American  Fhilosophical  fjocietj, 3 

Anthony,  Edmund 3 

Bache,  A.D.SupcrinlendentXJ  S. CoMt  Svtrej, .  1 

Bwtlett.  J.R 1 

Boston  City  Library 1 

Butler  Hospital  for  the  Inume 1 

Butler,  KeT.JamG* i  30 

Beanvals,  J>  Arlbut 1 

Ghulntown  Public  libruy, 1  1 

City  of  Providence 1 

Cadwell,  WUlian  P.  9 1 

CommiltM  on  the  Celebntion  of  the  ith  o<  Juljr  in 

New  York, 1 

Congdon,  James  B 10  £3 

CoDgdon.  Charles 3 

Coflin,  Mrs.  Sarah 3  I  71 

Domisoa,  T.  H I  1 

Detroit  Young  Mens'  Society, 1 

Dexter,  Fnuik  B 1 

Eliot,  Thomas  D 12  S  i 

Fall  RiTci  Public  Libmy 1 

Hagg",  A.  H.  Jr I 

Harrud  College 3 

Uowland,  George,  Jr ■ 1 

Uyman,  Mrs.  Eva ......1  I 

KemptoB,  Horatio  A •  ..S 

KemptoD,  H.  Q.  and  Taber,  Wm.  Q H  2 

Library  Company,  Philadelphia 

Maodell,  Thomas 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  Cindnnati, 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  New  York 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  PhQadelpliiB,  ■ . .  • 

Newburyporl  Public  Library, 

New  York  State  Library I 

Peabody  Institute,  South  Donvcrs,  Mass, 

Phipp*.  Abner  J 1  , 

Portland  tiocietyof  Nntunl  History 

Providence  Athenicum 

Redwood  Library  and  Athenieum,  Newport, ■>,•. 

BenuelEGT  Polytechnic  Institute,  Troy,  N.  Y 

Ritchie,  Edward  3 

Sibley,  John  Langdon 

Society  for  the  Belief  of  Aged  and  Destitute  Cler- 

Stowe.Kev. Timothy 1  g 

Bunmer,  Charles i • 10 

Taber,  Williun  O.  (see  Easi^toB.) 

Tkber,  Charles,  $  Co 

Taber,  ICn.  ImmO 18 

Tabei,  WilUam  0 ,. 

Taber,  William  C.  Jr. 

nuHiiMi,  John  Hm  •.••'•••• t 
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DONATIONS  FOR  THE  TEAR  1863, 

(CONTINUED.) 

Donors.  Yolamat.         Famphleti. 

Bound.  Unbound. 

Thoxnton,  JohnB 126           44  149 

1 

Tryon,  O.W.J 1 

TJmted  States,  Department  of  the  Interior 36 

Willey,  H. 2  1 

Worcester  Free  Public  Library, 1 

Toung  Men's  Association,  Bi&lo 1 

Toung   Men's   Mercantile   Library  Association, 

Kttsburg, 1 


NEWSPAPERS. 

Citpo,  William  W.,  New  Bedford  Medley,  42  numbers,  1793-4. 
Qreen,  Thomas  A.,  Anti-Slayery  Standard,  1860-1861. 
Sherman,  Pliny  B.,  The  Mayflower,  1860. 


HE  P  O  RT. 


To  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  and  the  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  New  Bedford : 

OsirrLEMBN: — Bj  the  5  th  Section  of  the  <<  Ordinance  for 
the  establishment  and  govemment  of  a  Free  Public  Library" 
it  is  provided,  that  ''the  Trustees  shall  annually  lay  before 
the  City  Council;  a  detailed  report  of  their  doings  and  of 
the  condition  of  the  Library." 

The  Trustees  for  the  year  1863,  in  accordance  with  this 
provision  of  the  Ordinance,  now  have  the  honor  to  lay  before 
you  the  Twelfth  Annual  Report  of  the  Listitution. 

The  history  of  the  year  now  about  to  close,  like  all  which 
have  preceded  it,  is  one  of  progress.  While  no  event  of  an 
unusual  character  has  marked  the  proceedings  and  opera- 
tions of  the  year,  the  statistics  of  the  library  set  forth  the 
interesting  and  gratifying  &cts,  that  more  books  have  been 
taken  from  our  shelves  than  during  any  year  since  its  estab- 
lishment. 

The  whole  number  of  books  taken  from  the  library  during 
the  year  is  thirty-^even  thoutand  two  hundred  and  iixty<me ; 
making  a  daily  average  of  one  hundred  and  nineteen. 

The  number  of  cards  issued  up  to  this  date  is  Jive  thauiond 
seven  hundred  and  one,  showing  an  increase  for  the  year  of 
Ave  hundred  and  twenty-four. 

We  number,  at  this  time  upon  our  shelves,  nearly  ieoenteen 
thousand  volumes,  of  which  number  there  have  been  added  the 
last  year  about  eight  hundred. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  list  of  donations  which  makes  a  part 
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of  this  report,  that  there  has  been  no  diminution  in  the 
number  of  our  benefactors.  Every  year  the  friends  of  the 
library  add  to  its  value  by  their  donations,  and  this,  of  itself, 
is  a  sufficient  reason  for  our  thanks,  and  honorable  notice  to 
our  numerous  benefactors.  Bat  it  does  not  convey  a  just 
idea  of  the  sentiments  of  the  managers  or  of  the  value  of 
these  donations.  Every  such  gift  bears  upon  itself  a  value 
which  cannot  be  measured  by  money.  It  sets  forth  the  grati- 
fying and  encouraging  fact,  that  there  are  those  in  our  own 
city  and  elsewhere  who  look  with  interest  and  hopefulness 
upon  this  effort  to  educate  and  inform  the  public  mind.  This 
strengthens  the  conviction  that  the  work  which  we  are  en- 
gaged in  is  a  good  one,  and  animates  those  engaged  in  it  to 
increased  effort. 

In  estimating  the  importance  of  our  Free  PubKc  Library 
as  an  educator  of  the  public  mind,  we  must  not  confine  our 
inquiries  to  the  statistics  we  have  laid  before  you  of  books 
taken  by  our  citizens.  The  number  of  those  who  visit  it  to 
consult,  but  not  to  remove,  our  books,  is  large  and  increas- 
ing. As  the  library  increases  in  size  and  importance,  it  at- 
tracts to  itself  the  dwellers  in  a  circle  which  is  every  year 
enlarging,  and  which,  at  this  time,  embraces  a  much  wider 
extent  than  the  territory  covered  by  our  city.  We  record 
this  as  an  interestii^  feature  in  the  present  position  of  the 
institution.  We  regard  with  much  favor  a  fact  so  honorable 
to  our  city  and  so  full  of  encouragement  to  all  the  friends 
of  an  enlightened  culture.  It  bears  testimony  to  the  high 
position  which  the  library  has  already  attained,  and  confers 
an  honorable  distinction  upon  those  efforts,  municipal  and 
private,  which  have  given  ezistanoe  to,  and  sustained  with 
liberality  OAd  success,  this  wide  spreading  «nd  elevating  cen- 
tre of  useful  knowledge  and  elevating  enjoyment  We  would 
fliention  ifads  extension  of  the  usefulness  of  our  institution, 
to  approve  of  and  encourage  it  This  is  an  influenoe  &r 
good  which 
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We  cannot  allow  to  those  who  are  not  residents  among  ns 
the  use  of  our  books  at  their  homes ;  but  we  can  permit  all 
who  are  in  pursuit  of  knowledge  not  dwellers  within  our 
borders,  as  well  as  to  those  who  are,  that  access  to  our 
stores  which  is  often  all  that  is  desired  by  the  scholar  or 
those  whose  pursuits  lead  them  to  the  examination  of  rare 
and  valuable  books. 

In  the  tenth  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  it  is 
stated,  that  '^it  should  be  understood  that  this  Library  of 
Documents,"  (having  reference  to  the  Public  Documents  re- 
ceived by  us  as  the  Congressional  depository)  is  placed  with 
us  for  the  use  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  Congressional 
District.  It  is  open  to  them  all,  and  they  are  all  respect- 
fully invited  to  avail  themselves  of  its  contents  at  any  time 
they  may  wish  to  consult  them.  They  are  also  free,  for  the 
purposes  of  consultation,  to  the  inhabitants  of  our  neighbor- 
ing towns  and  cities. 

We  would  so  far  enlarge  the  application  of  this  invitation, 
as  to  allow  it  to  embrace  all  who  may  desire  to  visit  our 
Ubrary  in  pursuit  of  knowledge  and  all  the  books  which 
it  contains.  With  a  view  to  the  extension  of  its  usefulness, 
and  the  enlargement  of  the  number  of  those  who  would  take 
an  interest, in  its  prosperity,  we  would  welcome  to  our 
rooms'  all  who  would  seek  them  for  the  information  which 
the  books  upon  our  shelves  may  contain.  In  doing  this  we 
are  but  following  the  example  of  the  managers  of  all  large 
and  valuable  collections  of  books, — the  Harvard,  the  Athe- 
naeum, the  Astor,  and  all  the  other  libraries  whose  size  and 
character  render  them  illuminating  centres  of  wide  and  ever 
widening  circles.  Occupying,  in  comparison  with  these  vast 
repositories  of  knowledge  and  learning,  but  a  humble  posi- 
tion, we  would  imitate  the  enlightened  liberality  which  leads 
them  to  open  their  doors  to  all  who  may  desire  to  profit  by 
their  rich  and  varied  accumulations.  Our  catalogues  will 
inform  them  of  the  contents  of  our  shelves,  and  the  informar 
tion  of  our  gifted  librarian,  accurate  and  extensive,  will 
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always  be  found  available  and  at  the  service  of  any  lover  of 
learning  and  seeker  after  knowledge. 

As  the  accmnnlations  of  the  library  increase,  and  the  means 
of  local  information  are  multiplied,  it  has  appeared  to  the 
Trustees  that  measures  should  be  taken  to  give  form  and 
permanence  to  our  local  history.  The  time  has  come  for  us 
to  secure  what  remains  to  us  of  the  annals  of  this  portion 
of  our  beloved  Commonwealth. 

It  is  among  the  permanent  duties  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
Free  Public  Library  to  collect  and  arrange  all  the  informa- 
tion which  it  may  be  in  their  power  to  obtain,  bearing  any 
relation  to  the  history  and  growth  of  this  city,  and  of  the 
other  municipalities  which  once  constituted  the  old  town  of 
Dartmouth.  In  the  discharge  of  this  duty  they  have  repeat- 
edly invited  donations  of  books,  pamphlets,  newspapers, 
manuscripts  and  pictures  bearing  upon  this  subject.  During 
the  three  years  last  past,  the  progress  that  has  been  made 
in  this  direction  has  been  in  a  high  degree  successful.  Every 
year  adds  to  our  stock ;  and  now,  in  making  as  we  most 
earnestly  do,  another  appeal  to  all  who  have  it  in  their 
power  to  aid  us  in  this  respect,  we  do  so,  not  because  we 
have  accomplished  so  little,  but  because  we  have  accom- 
plished so  much,  in  the  effort  which  we  have  made  to  gather 
together  the  finishing  materials  of  our  local  history. 

But  they  are  materials  only.  To  give  them  such  "forms 
and  features"  as  will  strike  out  from  them  the  light  and 
warmth  they  are  calculated  to  impart,  they  must  be  carefully 
examined,  and  by  the  aid  of  an  enlightened  industry  ana- 
lyzed and  reproduced.  The  movement  which  has  been  inau- 
gurated by  the  City  Council  and  partially  accomplished  is 
in  the  right  direction,  but  is  far  too  restricted  in  its  object 
to  satisfy  the  want  which  exists  for  a  full  and  satisfactory 
history  of  that  portion  of  the  Commonwealth  which  was  for- 
merly  embraced  within  the  boundary  lines  of  the  town  of 
Dartmouth^ 

Impressed  with  the  importance  of  this  subject,  and  be* 
lieving  that  the  time  has  come  when  from  the  materials  now 
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within  our  reach,  the  long  desired  and  too  long  neglected 
work  may  be  accomplished,  the  Trustees  would,  with  as  much 
of  formality  and  earnestness  as  is  consistent  with  their 
position,  commend  the  nndertakiug  to  their  successors  in 
office,  and  ask  for  it  the  countenance  and  support  of  the  City 
GU)yemment.  Something  has  already  been  done  in  this  di- 
rection, but  much  remains  to  be  accomplished.  There  is 
much  traditionary  lore,  rapidly  passing  away,  to  be  gathered 
and  preserved ;  many  records,  decaying  unregarded,  to  be 
Bayed  from  destruction. 

There  are,  in  our  yiew,  considerations  of  duty,  as  well  as 
of  profit  and  enjoyment,  connected  with  an  undertaking  to 
gather  up  and  reproduce  the  facts  of  our  past  history.  We 
owe  a  debt  to  those  who  first  opened  our  soil  to  the  light  of 
ciyilization  and  Christianity,  which  can  be  met,  only,  by 
gathering  and  preserying  all  the  facts  which  remain  within 
oar  reach  connected  with  them  and  their  laborious  and  self- 
denying  labors. 

"  Two  hundred  years  ago  "  the  town  of  Dartmouth  was 
incorporated.  Its  history  remains  unwritten.  The  town 
has  been  peculiarly  unfortunate  in  its  records.  Time  has 
been  aided  in  the  work  of  destruction  by  fire  and  neglect. 
What  remains  of  official,  corporate  or  of  individual  history 
should  be  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  accident  or  time. 

All  that  may  be  accomplished  by  our  investigations  into 
the  early  history  of  Dartmouth,  will  aid  in  the  work  of  pre- 
paring the  annals  of  each  of  the  towns  into  which  the  orig- 
inal territory  has  been  divided.  Westport,  Dartmouth,  New 
Bedford,  Fairhaven  and  Acushnet,  have  each  a  local  history, 
a  reliable  recital  of  which  must  have  for  a  foundation  a  full 
and  &ithful  history  of  the  parent  town. 

As  accessory  to  this,  and  as  an  event  interesting  to  all 
who  have  been  bom,  and  to  all  who  may  have  lived  upon  the 
soil  of  that  ancient  town,  the  Trustees  would  recommend 
that  measures  be  taken  to  notice  in  a  suitable  manner  the 
two-hundredth  anniversary  of  the  municipal  existence  of  the 
town  of  Dartmouth. 
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It  was  in  the  year  1664  that  the  records  of  the  Plymouth 
Colony  first  recognized  the  town  of  Dartmouth  as  a  con- 
stituent portion  of  that  government.  Then,  it  is  believed, 
for  the  first  time  was  it  represented  in  the  General  Court  at 
Plymouth,  and  was  held  to  the  performance  of  those  duties 
and  secured  in  the  possession  of  those  rights  which  are  un- 
derstood to  belong  to  regularly  constituted  municipal  bodies. 

That  it  was  in  1664  that  Dartmouth  became  a  township 
appears  from  the  following  extract  &6m  the  records  of  the 
Plymouth  Colony. 

<<  1664  June.  At  this  Court,  all  that  tract  of  land  com- 
monly called  and  known  by  the  name  of  Acushena,  Panagan- 
sett,  and  Coaksett,  is  allowed  by  the  Court  to  be  a  town- 
ship, and  the  inhabitants  thereof  have  liberty  to  make  such 
orders  as  may  conduce  to  their  common  good  in  town  con- 
cernments, and  that  the  said  town  be  henceforth  called  and 
known  by  the  name  of  Dartmouth." — 4th  Book  Court  Or- 
ders, p.  72. 

For  more  than  one  hundred  years,  the  history  of  that 
town  was  our  history.  Those  events  so  important  and  in- 
terestiug,  the  war  with  Philip  of  Mount  Hope  and  the  war 
of  the  American  Revolution,  were  both  included  in  the  period 
which  intervenes  between  the  settlement  of  Dartmouth  and 
the  separation  of  New  Bedford  from  the  mother  town. 
How  little  is  known  to  us  of  the  events  of  that  period !  Pew 
of  our  enlightened  and  wealthy  inhabitants,  when  they  gave 
of  their  abundance  to  save  from  starvation  the  perishing 
people  of  Ireland,  were  aware  of  the  fact,  that  after  that 
desolating  struggle  with  the  Indians,  the  famishing  inhabi- 
tants of  Dartmouth  shared  in  the  contribution  which  the 
open  hearted  and  open  handed  Irishmen  sent  across  the 
Atlantic  to  their  relief;  and  who  is  there  among  us,  who 
would  not  like  to  hear  with  more  minuteness  of  detail  than 
has  yet  been  allowed,  the  story  of  those,  who,  for  con- 
science, sake  first  established  themselves  upon  our  soil,  and 
first  entered  upon  that  peculiar  enterprise  which  has  given 
us  our  distinctive  position  and  our  wealth ;  and  more  of  that 
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disastroas  conflagration,  which,  kindled  by  the  orders  of  a 
British  General  commanding  an  army  of  three  thousand 
men,  involved  the  houses,  stores,  and  shipping  of  "  Bedford 
in  Dartmouth,"  in  one  common  ruin  ? 

Who  is  there  who  has  not  read  and  wept  over  the  story 
of  Evangeline  ?    That  story  of  those,  who, 

<*  In  the  Acadian  land,  on  the  shores  of  the  Basin  of  Minas, 

<*  Dwelt  together  in  love  these  simple  Acadian  farmers, — 

'*  Dwelt  in  the  love  of  Ood  and  man.    Alike  were  they  free  from 

**  Fear,  that  reigns  with  the  tyrant,  and  enyy,  the  vice  of  republics." 

With  this  mournful  and  disgraceful  history  of  the  banish- 
ment of  the  neutral  French  from  Nova  Scotia  we  are  con- 
nected by  the  fact,  that  when  their  unmerciful  dispersion 
through  the  colonies  took  place,  a  portion  of  them  were 
brought  to  the  shores  of  the  Acushnet,  were  received,  in  ac- 
cordance with  a  vote  of  the  town,  by  the  authorities  of 
Dartmouth,  and  found  a  resting  place  upon  a  portion  of  our 
territory. 

We  cannot  believe  that  in  presenting  these  thoughts  and 
recommending  such  a  course  of  action,  the  Trustees  of  the 
Free  Public  Library  are  departing  from  the  line  of  duty 
marked  out  by  their  official  obligations. 

That  enlightened  liberality  which  projected  and  estab- 
lished our  favorite  Institution,  took  a  comprehensive  view  of 
the  work  of  education,  and  saw  in  every  instrumentality  that 
was  calculated  to  elevate  and  instruct,  a  means  of  promot- 
ing the  welfare  and  the  happiness  of  the  people.  The  ruling 
idea  in  the  minds  of  those  men  who  were  prominent  in  the 
work,  was,  that  the  library  should  be  considered  as  a  part 
and  as  the  complement  of  our  free  school  system.  This  idea 
has  never  been  and  never  should  be  lost  sight  of.  The 
Council  and  those  by  that  body  intrusted  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  library,  have  ever  kept  in  view  this  fundamental 
principle. 

With  this  fact  before  us,  how  clearly  does  it  appear,  that 
the  work  of  giving  to  the  people  the  history  of  our  own  mu- 
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nicipalitj,  and  of  that  of  whieh  for  more  than  a  century  we 
formed  a  part,  is  in  harmony  with  the  design  of  our  Institu- 
tion, and  calculated  to  aid  in  the  effort  to  extend  to  all  the 
advantages  of  a  more  enlightened  culture  than  the  restricted 
sphere  of  the  school  will  allow. 

We  teach  in  our  schools  the  histories  of  Greece  and  of 
Rome,  and  of  all  the  modern  nations  into  which  the  world 
is  divided.  None  will  dispute  the  propriety  of  giving  such 
instruction  to  the  children  and  youth  of  our  city.  But  that 
man  has  but  an  imperfect  idea  of  the  purposes  of  history 
who  gives  no  place  in  his  thought  to  the  annals  of  the  com- 
munity to  which  he  belongs.  A  familiar  knowledge  of  the 
geography  of  China  would  hardly  compensate  for  an  utter 
ignorance  of  that  of  our  own  and  the  immediately  surround- 
ing territory.  Lacedaemon  and  Athens  were  communities 
whose  history  will  interest  and  instruct  as  long  as  the  glori- 
ous language  spoken  by  their  people  shall  endure ;  but  we 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  in  our  view  the  story  of 
that  republican  community  which  first  became  a  body  politic 
in  1664,  by  the  name  of  Dartmouth,  and  which,  in  that  year, 
to  use  the  quaint  but  emphatic  language  of  the  Court  Record 
was  then  ''  at  liberty  to  make  such  orders  as  might  conduce 
to  their  common  good  in  town  concernments,''  well  and 
faithfully  told,  would  do  more  to  help  forward  the  young 
men  and  women  of  our  city  in  the  work  of  self-formation, 
self-elevation,  and  self-reliance,  than  all  the  eloquent  and 
elaborate  histories  of  Greece  that  the  scholarship  of  the 
world  has  produced.  All  true  history  elevates  while  it  en- 
lightens. It  is  one  of  the  prerogatives  of  our  nature  to 
"look  before  and  after."  No  human  being,  who  truly  re- 
gards the  position  which  he  occupies,  can  be  indifferent  to 
that  wonderful  past  out  of  whose  activities  has  been  formed 
the  wonderful  present,  and  which  must  give  direction  and 
character  to  that  still  more  wonderful  future  which  lies  be- 
fore us.  "  Whatever,"  says  Johnson,  "  withdraws  us  from 
the  power  of  our  senses ;  whatever  makes  the  past,  the  dis- 
tant, or  the  future  predominate  over  the  present,  advances 
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Qs  in  the  dignity  of  thinking  beings.  Far  from  me  and  from 
my  friends  be  such  frigid  philosophy,  as  may  conduct  us  in- 
different and  unmoved  over  any  ground  which  has  been  dig- 
nified by  wisdom,  bravery,  or  virtue.  That  man  is  little  to 
be  envied;  whose  patriotism  would  not  gain  force  upon  the 
plain  of  Marathon,  or  whose  piety  would  not  grow  warmer 
among  the  ruins  of  lona."  The  people  who  live  upon  the 
territory  which  in  the  year  1664  constituted  the  township  of 
Dartmouth,  would  find  in  their  own  annals,  faithfully  written, 
lessons  of  patriotism  and  virtue,  better  calculated  to  help 
them  forward  in  their  struggles  to  maintain  the  institutions 
of  republicanism  and  an  enlightened  and  purifying  faith,  than 
any  that  can  be  imparted  by  reading  the  story  of  Grecian 
valor  or  of  Caledonian  devotion. 

As  auxiliary  to  this  interesting  and  profitable  retrospect, 
our  librarian,  at  the  request  of  the  Trustees,  has  been  en- 
gaged during  the  past  year  in  an  effort  to  place  upon  record 
a  list  of  all  the  publications  which  have  issued  from  our 
press  or  been  written  by  persons  resident  in  the  city.  This 
interesting  contribution  to  our  local  history  will  be  found  in 
the  appendix  to  this  report.  Although  complete  accuracy, 
in  an  undertaking  of  this  kind  cannot  be  attained,  we  feel 
confident  that  the  list  of  books,  pamphlets  and  writers  which 
we  present  to  the  public  is  as  reliable  as  it  could  be  ren- 
dered by  great  industry  and  the  most  accurate  and  extensive 
information  on  the  part  of  him  by  whom  it  was  prepared. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  record  includes  all  the  public  docu- 
ments which  have  been  printed  since  the  incorporation  of  the 
town  of  New  Bedford,  and  the  reports  of  several  of  our 
literary  and  charitable  institutions.  Nearly  all  these  are 
now  to  be  found  at  the  library,  gathered  from  various 
sources,  and  so  arranged  as  to  be  readily  accessible  to  all 
who  may  wish  to  consult  them. 

This  account  of  what  has  been  written  by  New  Bedford 
residents  and  sent  forth  from  the  New  Bedford  press,  is  not 
one  that  will  give  to  our  community  a  high  reputation  for 


i 


16  TRUSTEES*  REPORT.  January, 

science  and  scholarship.  We  have  not  been  a  literary  peo- 
ple. Whatever  we  may  have  accomplished  in  other  direc- 
tions, we  have  not  contributed  much  by  book-making  to  the 
enlightenment  of  the  world.  It  was  said  many  years  ago  of 
New  Bedford  people,  that  there  were  among  them  but  few 
scholars,  but  that  all  were  well-informed.  Laborious  and 
exact  scholarship  was  never  highly  regarded  or  to  much  ex- 
tent encouraged,  by  those  practical  people  who  laid  the 
foundation  of  our  community,  and  for  many  years  to  a  great 
extent  controlled  the  course  of  thought  and  culture  as  well 
as  the  direction  of  our  affairs.  The  result  of  this  is  the 
alleged  fact,  that  in  proportion  to  our  population,  no  town 
or  city  in  New  England  has  furnished  so  small  a  number  of 
college  graduates.  Our  people  have  been  trained  rather  to 
book-keeping  than  book-making,  and  we  must  endeavor  to 
be  satisfied  with  such  claims  to  position  and  regard  as  lie 
outside  of  the  reputation  which  is  gained  by  a  connection 
which  those  who  stand  high  in  the  world's  estimation  for 
scientific  attainments  or  elegant  scholarship.  We  may  be 
allowed  to  gather  some  compensation  from  the  fact,  that 
there  are  those  who  have  been  of  us  and  gone  out  from  us 
who  have  won  a  high  position  in  the  world  of  letters ;  and 
we  can  but  remember,  and  we  feel  that  we  have  a  right  that 
the  world  should  know,  that  Bierstadt,  Bradford,  and  Gifford 
have  been  residents  of  our  city. 

Still  we  can  but  think,  that  our  record  of  New  Bedford 
writers  and  writings,  humble  as  it  is,  will  be  found,  to  our 
own  people,  interesting  and  instructive.  That  part,  at  any 
rate,  of  our  local  annals  is  now  written  and  placed  in  a  per- 
manent form.  In  looking  at  the  treasures  of  thought  repos- 
ing upon  our  shelves,  that  part  of  it  which  we  are  allowed 
to  regard  as  the  contribution  of  our  own  people  occupies  a 
very  limited  space  in  our  depository ;  but  we  may  be  allowed 
to  remember,  that  Jonathan  Edwards  found  in  Samuel  West 
a  foeman  not  unworthy  of  his  steel,  and  that  Dewey  and 
Peabody,  Prentiss  and  Parker,  Morrison  and  Weiss,  all  of 
whom  we  have  a  right  to  claim  as  New  Bedford  men,  are 
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represented  in  onr  catalogue  by  works  which  have  taken 
permanent  places  in  the  literature  of  the  language. 

We  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  fact, 
that  with  the  appropriation  which  has  been  made  for  the 
library  for  several  years  past,  it  has  been  found  impossible 
to  devote  to  the  purchase  of  books  a  sum  large  enough  to 
supply  our  shelves  with  such  new  publications  as  the  public 
expect,  and  have  a  right  to  expect,  to  find  upon  our  shelves. 

And  the  fact  should  be  constantly  borne  in  mind,  that  in 
a  library  where  so  large  a .  proportion  of  books  are  con- 
stantly in  use,  the  "  wear  and  tear  "  becomes  an  important 
item  in  our  annual  charges.  It  has  been  estimated  that  the 
purchases  we  have  made  during  the  past  year  have  not  been 
equal  to  the  deterioration  in  consequence  of  the  constant, 
and,  we  regret  to  say,  in  some  cases,  the  careless  and  neg- 
lectful use  of  our  books. 

We  have,  under  a  deep  sense  of  duty  towards  a  most  faith- 
fbl  and  devoted  servant  of  the  city,  increased  the  salary  of 
our  Assistant  Librarian  from  two  to  three  hundred  dollars, 
and  we  feel  assured  that  there  is  no  person  in  the  people's 
employ  who  is  more  deserving  of  the  allowed  compensation. 

And  here  we  would  again  bear  testimony  to  the  unfailing 
industry  and  ability  of  our  Librarian.  His  devotion  to  the 
institution,  and  the  accurate  and  extensive  knowledge  which 
he  brings  to  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  are  alike  valuable 
to  the  library  and  to  its  numerous  visitors.  We  would, 
therefore,  in  view  of  the  necessity  that  exists  that  new  books 
should  be  purchased  and  the  position  and  value  of  the  Li- 
brary sustained,  respectfully  request  that  the  appropriation 
for  the  year  should  be  restored  to  the  sum  of  twenty-five 
hundred  dollars.  This  was  the  sum  at  which  it  was 
fixed,  after  the  occupation  of  the  new  Library  Building, 
and  at  which  for  several  years  it  remained. 

No  less  sum  than  this  can  sustain  the  institution  in  a  situa- 
tion to  meet  the  wishes  and  the  expectation  of  the  public. 
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All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

George  Howland,  Jr., 
William  G.  Tabeb, 
Warren  Ladd, 
Joshua  0.  Stone, 
Charles  H.  Pierce, 
James  B.  Congdon, 

Xxw  BxDFOXD,  Jan.  1,  1864. 


>  Trustees. 


A-PPENDIX. 


NEW  BEDFOED  DOCUMENTS 


/An  asterisl^Tefized  to  a  title  denotes  that  the  work  is  not  contained  in 
the  lihrarj. 

[1.]    Town  Documents: 
By-Laws,  for  the  town  of  New  Bedford  ;  proposed  for  consideration  in 

Town- Meeting  this  daj,  Monday,  May  21, 1821.    Broadside. 
By-Laws,  for  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  as  amended.    Passed  in  Town- 
Meeting,  May  6,  1822.    Broadside. 
[Beport  of  the  Committee  on  the  Market  and  Town-Hall.    Adopted,  May 

6,  1822.]    Broadside. 
New  Bedford  Town  Accoimts.    [Report  of  the  Treasurer,  and  of  the  Se- 
lectmen of  the  town  of  New  Bedford  for  1825-26.]    New  Bedford : 
[Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.]    1826.    Broadside. 

*  Address  to  Parents  and  the  Public  by  the  School  Committee.  New  Bed- 
ford :    Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey,  1826.    Broadside. 

[Call  for  a  Town-Meeting,  concerning  the  «*Ark."]  August  21,  1829. 
Broadside. 

Begulations  for  the  Goyemment  of  the  New  Bedford  Aims-House.  Feb. 
23,  1829.    Broadside. 

Beport  of  the  Selectmen,  1830.    B.  T.  Congdon,  Printer.    Broadside. 

Beport  of  the  Selectmen,  1831.    B.  T.  Congdon,  Printer.    Broadside. 

Beport  of  the  Selectmen,  1832.     B.  T.  Congdon,  Printer.    Broadside. 

Beport  of  the  Selectmen,  1833.    Broadside. 

Beport  of  the  Committee  on  Side  Walks,  presented  at  the  Annual  Meeting 
of  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  March  30,  1833.  Published  by  order 
of  the  town.  New  Bedford:  Printed  by  Benj.  T.  Congdon.  1833. 
8^^.    pp.  23. 

Beport  of  the  Selectmen,  on  the  Financial  Concerns  of  the  town  of  New 
Bedford,  for  the  year  ending  March  26,  1834.  pp.  8. 

List  of  Voters  in  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  qualified  to  TOte  for  Town 
and  State  Officers,  and  RepresentatiTes  to  Congress.  Beyised  by  the 
Selectmen.  [New  Bedford :]  B.  T.  Congdon,  Printer.  1835.  4<>. 
pp.  14. 
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By-Laws  and  Ordinances  of  the  town  of  Kew  Bedford.  Published  by  order 
of  the  Selectmen.  Kew  Bedford :  Printed  by  Benj.  T.  Congdon.  1835 . 
12°.    pp.  12. 

By-Laws  and  Begulations  of  the  Firewards  of  New  Bedford,  with  the 
Organization  for  the  year  1836.  Kew  Bedford:  Benj.  T.  Congdon, 
Printer.     1835.     12°.    pp.  7. 

Report  of  the  Selectmen,  on  the  Financial  Concerns  of  the  town  of  New 
Bedford,  for  the  year  ending  April  6,  1835.  [New  Bedford :]  B.  T. 
Congdon,  Printer.     1835.    8°.    pp.  7. 

[Report  of  the  Oyerseers  of  the  Poor,]  1836.  J.  C.  Parmenter,  Printer. 
Broadside. 

By-Laws  and  Ordinances  of  the  town  of  New  Bedford.  Published  by  order 
of  the  town.  New  Bedford:  Printed  by  J.  C.  Parmenter.  1836. 
12°.    pp.  17. 

By-Laws  and  Regulations  of  the  Firewards  of  New  Bedford,  with  the  Or- 
ganiiation  for  1836.  New  Bedford :  Bexg.  T.  Congdon,  Printer.  1836 . 
12°.    pp.  8. 

Report  of  the  Selectmen  on  the  Financial  Concerns  of  the  town  of  New 
Bedford,  for  the  year  ending  March  28,  1836.  [New  Bedford :  B.  T. 
Congdon,  Printer.]    1836.  8°.   pp.8. 

Report  of  the  Selectmen,  on  the  Financial  Concerns  of  the  town  of  New 
Bedford,  for  the  year  ending  April  1,  1837.  [N.  Bedford:]  J,  C.  Par- 
menter, Printer.    1837.    8°.   pp.  8. 

[R^ortof  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,]  1837.   fN.  Bedford,  1838.]   Broadside. 

[Annual  Report  of  the  New  Bedford  School  Committee,  for  1836-^7.]  New 
Bedford  :    J.  C.  Parmenter,  Printer.    1837.    8°.   pp.  8. 

Law  Establishing  the  New  Bedford  Fire  Department,  with  the  By-Laws 
and  Regulations,  of  the  Board  of  Firewards,  and  the  Organisation  for 
1837.    New  Bedford :   J.  C.  Parmenter,  Printer.    1837.    12°.   pp.  12. 

List  of  Voters  in  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  qualified  to  TOte  for  Town  and 
State  Officers,  and  Representatiyes  to  Congress.  Rerised  by  the  Se- 
lectmen.   J.  C.  Parmenter,  Printer.    1837.    4°.    pp.  24. 

Regulations  of  the  School  Committee  of  New  Bedford,  [1837.]  New  Bed- 
ford:   Benj.  Lindsey,  Printer.    [1837.]    8°.    pp.8. 

Report  of  tiie  Selectmen,  on  the  Financial  Concerns  (d  the  town  of  New 
Bedford,  for  the  year  ending  March  31,  1838.  [New  Bedford:]  1838. 
8°.   pp.16. 

Law  Establishing  the  New  Bedford  Fire  Department,  with  the  By-Laws 
and  Regulations  of  the  Board  of  Firewards,  and  the  Organisation 
for  1888.  New  Bedford :  Beiy.  Lindsey,  Printer.  1838.  12°. 
pp.  12. 

Report  of  the  Selectmen  on  the  Financial  Concerns  of  the  town  of  New 
Bedford,  for  the  year  ending  March  81,  1839.  N.  Bedford :  Bex^. 
Lindsey,  Printer.    1839.    8<>.   pp.16. 

Report  of  the  Seleotmea  on  the  Financial  Coneema  of  the  town  of  New 
Bedford,  for  the  year  ending  March  81,  1840.  To  which  is  added  the 
RqMurt  of  the  School  Gonunittee.  New  Bedford :  Be^j.  Liadeey,  Printer. 
1840.   8°.  pp.  20. 
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Beport  of  die  Sdectmen,  on  the  Financial  Coneerns  of  the  town  of  New 

Bedford,  for  the  year  ending  March  81,  1841.    To  which  is  added  the 

Report  of  the  School  Committee.    New  Bedford:    1841.    89,  pp.  23. 
Eulogy  on  William  Henry  Harrison,  late  President  of  the  United  States, 

delivered  before  the  citizens  of  New  Bedford,  April  27,  1841,    By 

Ephraim  Peabody.    New  Bedford :    Wm.  Howe.   Press  of  Benj.  Lind- 

sey.    1841.   8°.  pp.  89. 
Ust  of  Voters  in  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  qualified  to  TOte  for  Town  and 

State  Officers,  and  Representatives  to  Congress.    Rerised  by  the  Se- 

lectmen.   New  Bedford:  Press  of  BenJ.  lindsey.    1842.    folio,  pp.  40. 
Beport  of  the  Sdectmeo,  on  the  Financial  Concerns  of  the  town  of  New 

Bedford,  for  the  year  ending  March  Slst,  1842.   To  which  is  added  the 

Report  of  the  School  Committee.    [New  Bedford :]   Ptess  of  Benj .  Lind- 

sey.    1842.    dP,  pp.  23. 
[Beport  of  the  Board  of  Firewards,]   1842.    12<>.  pp.  4. 
Report  of  the  Town  Temperance  Committee,  April  4,  1842.    [Signed  by 

Samuel  Rodman.]    N.  Bedford:     1842.    12<'.  pp.  12. 
Report  of  the  Selectmen  on  the  Financial  Concerns  of  the  town  of  New 

Bedford,  for  the  year  ending  March  Slst,  1843.    New  Bedford :    Press 

of  Benj.  Lindsey.    1848.    8^.  pp.  24. 
Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  presented 

April  10, 1843.   New  Bedford:  Wm.  Canfield,  Printer.   1843.  8^.  pp.8. 
Report  of  the  Temperance  Committee  of  the  town  of  New  Bedford.    [  Wm. 

H.  Taylor,  Chairman.]    Presented  April  10,  1843.    New  Bedford: 

Wm.  Canfield,  Printer.    1843.    8°.  pp.  12. 
Report  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  presented 

AprUlO,  1843.    N.Bedford:    1843.    8°.  pp.  4. 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  City  Charter.    Presented  to  the  town  of 

New  Bedford,  April  22, 1843,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.    New  Bedford : 

Wm.  Canfield,  Printer.     1843.    8P.  pp.  18. 
An  Address,  delivered  at  the  Consecration  of  the  Oak  Grove  Cemetery,  in 

New  Bedford,  October  6th,  1843.    By  James  B.  Congdon.    With  the 

Regulations  of  the  Selectmen  for  the  Government  of  the  Cemetery ;  and 

an  Appendix.    New  Bedford:    Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey.    1844,    8°. 

pp.  35. 
Report  of  the  Selectmen,  on  the  Financial  Concerns  of  the  town  of  New 

Bedford,  for  the  year  ending  March  31st,  1844.    New  Bedford :    Press 
,   of  Benj.  Lindsey.    1844.   8°.  pp.  26. 
Report  of  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  for  the  year 

1843-44.   New  Bedford:    Tilden's  Press.    1844.    8°.  pp.  4. 
Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  for  the  year 

1843-44.    New  Bedford:    H.  Tilden's Press.    1844.  8°.  pp.  8. 
Rules  of  the  School  Committee,  and  Regulations  of  the  Public  Schools  of 

the  town  of  New  Bedford,  1844-45.    [Prepared  by  Jas.  B.  Congdon.] 

New  Bedford:    Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey.    1845.    8^.  pp.  16. 
Report  of  the  Selectmen  on  the  Financial  Concerns  of  the  town  of  New 

Bedford,  Ibt  the  year  ending  April  28th,  1845.    New  Bedford :    Press 

of  Beigamin  Lindsey.    1845.    99.  pp.  32. 
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Report  of  the  Oreneers  of  the  Poor  of  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  184i-45. 
New  Bedford,  1845.    8^.  pp.  7. 

Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  1844-45. 
New  Bedford,  1845.    8"^.  pp.  8. 

Bj-Laws  and  Ordinances  of  the  town  of  New  Bedford ;  with  certain  Munic- 
ipal Regulations  of  Police.  Published  by  order  of  the  town.  New 
Bedford:    Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey.    1845.    12<^.  pp.  20. 

Report  of  the  Selectmen  on  the  Financial  Concerns  of  the  town  of  New 
Bedford,  for  the  year  ending  April  13th,  1846.  [With  a  list  of  To^-n 
Officers,  chosen  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  in  April,  1846,  for  the  year  en- 
suing.]   New  Bedford :    Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey.    1846.    8°.  pp.  40. 

Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  for  the  year 
1845-46.    New  Bedford:    Eyening   Bulletin  I^ess,  [Henry  Tilden.] 

1846.  S°.  pp.  20. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Firewards  of  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  1846.  New 
Bedford:    Tilden's  Eyening  Bulletin  Press.   1846.    8'='.  pp.  4. 

Report  of  the  Overteers  of  the  Poor  of  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  1845-46. 
New  Bedford:    Evening  Bulletin  Press,  [H.  Tilden.]    1846.    8<>.  pp.4. 

The  Traffic  in  Strong  Drink.  An  Address  to  the  inhabitants  of  New  Bed- 
ford, by  the  Committee  of  the  Citizens,  appointed  at  the  Town  Meeting 
held  December  12, 1846.  New  Bedford :  Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey.  1847. 
8°.  pp.  14. 

Draft  of  a  City  Charter,  prepared  by  a  Committee  of  the  Citizens,  ap- 
pointed at  a  Town  Meeting,  held  Saturday,  January  23,  1847 ;  to  be 
presented  and  acted  upon  at  the  adjourned  meeting,  to  be  held  on  Sat- 
urday, February  6th,  1847.   New  Bedford:    Press  of  Bepj.  Lindsey. 

1847.  8°.  pp.  16. 

City  Charter.  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.  In  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  forty- seTen.  An  Act  to  Establish  the  City  of 
New  Bedford.  [Printed  by  order  of  the  Selectmen,  Qeorge  Rowland, 
Jr.,  Chairman.]  New  Bedford:  Press  ot  Benj.  Lindsey.  1847.  6^. 
pp.  16. 

Report  of  the  Selectmen  on  the  Financial  Concerns  of  the  town  of  New 
Bedford,  for  the  year  ending  April  20th,  1847.  New  Bedford  :  Press 
of  Beig.  Lindsey.    1847.    8"".  pp.  26. 

Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  for  the  year 
1846-47.  New  Bedford :  Press  of  the  Evening  Bulletin,  [H.  Til- 
den.]   1847.   8°.  pp.  20. 

Report  of  the  Oyerseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  for  the 
year  ending  April  15th,  1847.  New  Bedford:  Benj.  Lindsey,  City 
Printer.   1847.   pp.8. 

[2.]    City  Documents : 
Documents  for  1847-48.    New  Bedford:    Benj.  Lindsey,  City  Printer. 
1847-48.    8°.andl2o. 
No.  1.    Address  of  the  Hon.  Abraham  H.  Howland,  Mayor,  to  the 
City  Council  of  New  Bedford :  Delivered  before  the  two  Branches 
in  Convention,  April  28tht  1847.    9^.  pp.  14. 
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No.  2.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  of  the  city  of  New  Bed- 
ford, for  the  year  ending  March  Ist,  1848.  •  8^.  pp.  38. 
No.  3.    Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford, 

for  the  year  1847-48.    8°.  pp.  32. 
No.  4.    Report  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  city  of  New  Bed- 
ford, for  the  year  1847-48.    8°.  pp.  7. 
No.  6,    Address  of  the  Hon.  A.  H.  Howland,  Mayor,  to  the  City 
Council  of  New  Bedford ;   deliyered  before  the  two  Branches  in 
Convention,  April  3,  1848.    SP,  pp.  18. 
[Docs,  not  numbered.]    Report  of  the  Board  of  Firewards.    12^.  pp.  4. 
City  Charter,  Rales  and  Orders  of  the  City  Council,  List  of  the  Offi- 
cers, and  Ordinances  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  for  1847-48. 
12*^.  pp.  103. 
Documents  for  1848-49.     New  Bedford:    Benj.  Lindsey,  City  Printer. 
1848-49.    S*".  and  12<'. 
No.  1.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  of  the  city  of  New  Bed- 
ford for  the  municipal  year  ending  March  31st,  1849.    8*^.  pp.  41. 
No.  2.    Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford, 

for  the  year  1848-49.    8°.  pp.  28. 
No.  3.    Report  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  city  of  New  Bed- 
ford, for  the  municipal  year  ending  March  31st,  1849.   8^.  pp.  10. 
No.  4.    Address  of  the  Hon.  A.  H.  Howland,  Mayor,  to  the  City 
Coitncil  of  New  Bedford :  delivered  before  the  two  Branches  in 
Convention,  April  28,  1849.    8^.  pp.  16. 
[Docs,  not  numbered.]    Report  of  the  Board  of  Firewards  for  the  munici- 
pal year  ending  March  31,  1849.    8^.  pp.  4. 
The  Act  Establishing  the  New  Bedford  Fire  Department ;  with  the 
By-Laws  and  Regulations  of  the  Board  of  Firewards,  and  the  Or- 
ganization for  1848.    12^.  pp.  14. 
Documents  for  1849-dO.    New  Bedford:    Benj.  Lindsey,    City  Printer. 
1849-dO.    B"".  and  12°. 
No.  1.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  of  the  city  of  New  Bed- 
ford, for  the  Financial  year  ending  March  1,  1860.    8°.  pp.  42. 
No.  2.    Report  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  city  of  New  Bed- 
ford, for  the  Financial  year  ending  March  1st,  1850.    8°.  pp.  9. 
No.  3.    Report  of  the  Board  of  Firewards  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford, 

for  the  Financial  year  ending  March  1,  1860.   8°.  pp.  4. 
No.  4.    Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford, 

for  the  year  1849-50.    8^.  pp.  27. 
No.  5.    Address  of  the  Hon.  A.  H.  Howland,  Mayor,  to  the  city  of 
New  Bedford :  delivered  before  the  two  Branches  in  Convention, 
April  1st,  1850.    8''.  pp.  23. 
[Does,  not  numbered.]    Petition  [of]  Samuel  Leonard  and  others,  in  rela- 
tion to  a  Lumber  Ordinance.    8^.  pp.  10. 
City  Ordinance.    [Amendment  to  the  Lumber  Ordinance  of  Feb.  21, 

1849.]    Passed  Sept.  24,  1849.    8^  pp.  8. 
Amendments  to  City  Ordinance  No.  25,  [concerning  the  Assessment  of 
Taxes.    Printed  for  the  use  of  the  Coonoil.]    12<'«  pp.  4, 
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Dooumentt  for  1860-61.    New  Bedford:    BenJ.   Lindaey,  Citj  Printer. 
1860-61.    8°. 
Ko.  1.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  of  the  citj  of  New  Bed- 
ford, for  the  Financial  year  ending  March  Ist,  1861.    8*^.  pp.  41. 
No.  2.    Beport  of  the  Oreraeert  of  the  Poor  of  the  city  of  New 
Bedford,  for  the  Financial  year  ending  March   let,   1861.    S°. 
pp.  8. 
No.  8.    Report  of  the  Board  of  Firewarda  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford, 

for  the  Financial  year  ending  March  Ist,  1861.    8°.  pp.  4. 
No.  4.    Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford, 
for  the  year  1860-61.       [With  the  correspondence  in  relation 
to  the  resignation  of  THomas  A.  Greene  and  George  Howland, 
Jr.,  as  members  of  the  School  Committee.]    S9,  pp.  39. 
No.  6.    Address  of  the  Hon.  A.  U.  Howland,  Mayor,  to  the  City 
Council  of  New  Bedford :   deliyered  before  the  two  Branches  in 
Conyention,  April  7th,  1861.    8^.  pp.  16. 
[Docs,  not  numbered.]    Eulogy  on  the  Life  and  Character  of  Gen.  Zachary 
Taylor,  late  President  of  the  United  States,  deliyered  by  request 
of  the  City  Goyemment  of  New  Bedford,  August  6th,  1860,  by 
Geo.  L.  Prentiss.    8^.  pp.  47. 
Documents  for  1861-62.    New  Bedford:    Benj.  Lindsey,    City  Printer. 
1861-62.    dP. 
No.  1.    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  of  the  eity  of  New  Bed- 
ford, for  the  Financial  year  ending  March  1st,  1862.    8^.  pp.  41. 
No.  2.    Report  of  the  Oyerseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  city  of  New  Bed- 
ford, for  the  Financiid  year  ending  March  let,  1862.    8°.  pp.  7. 
No.  3.    Report  of  the  Board  of  Firewarda  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford, 

for  the  Financial  year  ending  March  1st,  1862.    8^.  pp.  6. 
No.  4.    Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  eity  of  New  Bedford, 

for  the  year  1861-62.    8^  pp.  63. 
No.  6.    Address  of  the  Hon.  William  J.  Rotch,  Mayor,  to  the  City 
Council  of  New  Bedford :  deliyered  before  the  two  Branches  in 
Conyention,  April  6th,  1862.  •  8°.  pp.  6. 
[Docs,  not  numbered .]    Roles  of  the  School  Committee  and  Regulations  of 
the  Public  Schools  of  the  dty  of  New  Bedford.  1861.    8°.  pp.  28. 
Documents  for  1862-68. 

Mayor's  Address  to  the  City  Council:   and  Reports  of  Committees, 
comprising  the  Finance,  Oyerseers  of  the  Poor,  Firewarda,  and 
School  Reports,  for  the  year  1869-68.     New  Bedford:    Benj. 
Lindsay,  City  Printer.    1863.   8<'.  pp.  114. 
Contoita :    No.  1.  Address  of  the  Hon.  Rodney  French,  Mayor,  de- 
liyered before  the  City  Council,  April  4,  1863. 
No.  2.  Goyemment  of  the  eity  of  New  Bedford,  1868. 
No.  8.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
No.  4.  Report  of  the  Oyerseers  of  the  Poor  for  the  year 

ending  Marah  1st,  1868. 
Mo.  6.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Fiiowarda. 
No.  6.  Report  of  thoBohoolOoBmittae. 
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[Doet.  not  mimbered.] — First  Annual  Report  of  the  Trasteet  of  the  New 
Bedford  Citj  library.  [Appendix  :  Act  of  the  Legislature  to 
authorize  cities  and  towns  to  establish  and  maintain  Public 
librariea ;  Ordinance  of  the  city  for  the  establishment  and  goy* 
cmment  of  a  Free  Public  Library ;  Proceedings  of  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  Social  Library;  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  N. 
B.  City  Library.]  New  Bedford :  Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey.  1863. 
dP.  pp.15,  31. 
Ordinances  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford ;  with  the  City  Charter,  and 
Rules  and  Orders  of  the  City  Council.  New  Bedford :  Benj.  Lind- 
sey, City  Printer.  1863.  8^^.  pp.149. 
Doeuments  for  1863-^4. 

Mayor's  Address  to  the  City  Council ;  City  Goyemment ;  and  Reports 
of  Committees,  comprising  the  Finance,  Engineers,  Oyerseers  of 
the  Poor,  Public  Library,  and  School  Reports,  for  the  year 
1853-^;  New  Bedford:  £.  Anthony,  Printer  to  the  City. 
1864.  dP. 
Contents:    No.  1.  Address  of  the  Hon.  Rodney  French,  Mayor,  de- 

liyered  before  the  City  Council,  April  4,  1864. 
No.  2.  Goyemment  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  1864. 
No.  3.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
No.  4.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers. 
No.  6.  Report  of  the  Oyerseers  of  the  Poor,  for  the  year 

ending  March  Ist,  1864. 
No.  6.  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

[Nos.  1  to  6  paged  continuously,   pp.  87.] 
No.  7.  Report  of  the  School  Committee,    pp.  40  • 
[Docs,  not  numbered.]    Report  of  the  Committee  on  Elections,  [on  the 
controTerted  election  in  Wards  Two  and  Three.]    pp.  8. 
Opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor,  in  matter  of  Assistant  Marshals,  pp.  7. 
Doeuments  for  1864-66. 

Mayor's  Address  to  the  City  Council ;  City  Goyemment ;  and  Reports 
of  Committees^  comprising  the  Finance,  Engineers,  Oyerseers  of 
the  Poor,  Public  Library,  and  School  Reports,  for  the  year 
1864-66.  New  Bedford:  E.  Anthony,  Printer  to  the  City. 
1866.  dP. 
Contents:    No.  1.  Address  of  the  Hon.  G^rge  Howland,  Jr.,  Mayor, 

to  the  City  Council  of  New  Bedford,  deliyered  be- 
fore the  two  Branches  in  Conyention,  April  28, 1866. 
No.  2.  Goyemment  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  1866. 
No.  8.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
No.  4.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers. 
No.  6.  Report  of  the  Oyerseers  of  the  Poor,  Cor  the  year 

ending  February  28,  1866. 
No.  6.  Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free 
Public  Library.    Presented  to  the  City  Council 
March  81, 1865.    [Nos.  1  to  6  paged  continuously, 
pp.  91.] 
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Ko.  7.  Beport  of  the  Sehool  Comouttee  of  the  dty  of  New 
Bedford  for  the  year  1854-56.    pp.  34. 
Dodunente  for  1855-56. 

Mayor't  Addrese  to  the  City  Council ;  City  GoTemment ;  and  Reports 

of  Committees,  comprising  the  Finance,  Engineers,  Oyerseers  of  the 

Poor,  Pablio  Lihrary,  and  School  Reports,  for  the  year  1855-56. 

New  Bedford:    £.  Anthony,  Printer  to  the  City.    1856.    BP, 

Contents :    No.  1.  Address  of  the  Hon.  George  Howland,  Jr.,  Mayor, 

to  the  City  Council  of  New  Bedford,  delirered  be- 
fore the  two  Branches  in  Conyention,  April  7, 
1856.   pp.15. 
No.  2 .  Goyemment  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  1856.  pp.  4. 
No.  8.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,    pp.  43. 
No.  4.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers,   pp.  5. 
No.  5.  Report  of  the  Oyerseers  of  the  Poor.    pp.  5. 
No.  6.  Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free 

Public  Library,   pp.  16. 
No*  7.  Report  of  the  Sehool  Committee  of  the  city  of  New 
Bedford,  for  the  year  1855-56.   pp.  36. 
[Docs,  not  numbered.]    Proceedings  on  the  occasion  of  laying  the  cor- 
ner stone  of  the  library  edifice  for  the  Free  Public  Library  of  the 
city  of  New  Bedford,  August  28,  1856.    [Prayer  by  Rey.  H.  W. 
Parker;  Address  by  Hon.  George  Howland,  Jr.,  Mayor;  Hymn, 
written  by  Rey.  H.  W.  Parker;   Address,  by  James  B.  Congdon ; 
Poem,  by  Chas.  T.  Congdon;  Documents  and  Historical  Notes.] 
New  Bedford:   B.  Anthony ,  Printer  to  the  City.    1856.   dP,   pp.64. 
Documents  for  1856-57. 

Hayor's  Address  to  the  City  Council ;  City  Goyemment ;  and  Reports 
of  Committees,  comprising  the  Finance,  Engineers,  Oyerseers  of  the 
Poor,  Free  Public  Library,  and  School  Reports,  for  the  year  1856-57. 
New  Bedford :    E.  Anthony,  Printer  to  the  City.    1857.    8°. 
Contents :    No.  1.  Address  of  George  H.  Dunbar,  Mayor  of  New  Bed- 
ford, to  the  City  Council,  April  6, 1857.   pp.  20. 
No.  2.  Goyemment  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  1857. 

pp.4. 
No.  3.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,    pp.  54. 
No.  4.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers,    pp.  4. 
No.  5.  Report  of  the  Oyerseers  of  the  Poor.    pp.  4. 
No,  6.  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

pp.  16. 
No.  7.  Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  city  of  New 
Bedford,  for  the  year  1856-^7.    pp.  46. 
[Docs,  not  numbered.]    Amended  Ordtnanees  of  the  city  of  New  Bed- 
ford,   pp.  12. 
An  Act  [of  the  Legislature  of  Mass.]  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  establish 
the  city  of  New  Bedford.    [Also]  an  Aot  in  relation  to  the  grades 
of  eestain  streets  and  ways.     [Accepted  by  the  City  Council, 
AprU  28,  1857.]    pp.  8. 
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[By  the  abOT»  ftmendment  to  the  City  Chatter,  which  was  accepted 
February  19»  1857,  the  commencement  of  the  mnnicfpal  year  wai 
ehaaged  from  the  first  Monday  in  April  to  the  fint  Monday  in 
January.  Consequently  the  preceding  municipal  term  included 
nine  months  only,  from  April  1857,  t6  Jan.  1858.  The  financial 
year  remained  unchanged.] 
OoconeBts  ior  1857-58. 

Mayor's  Address  to  the  City  Council ;  City  OoTcmment ;  and  Reports 
of  Committees,  comprising  the  Finance,  Engineers,  Oyerseers  of  the 
Poor,  Ftee  Public  Library,  and  School  Reports,  for  the  year  1857-68. 
New  Bedford :  Be^J.  Lindsey,  City  Printer.  1858.  8°. 
Contents :  No,  1.  Address  of  George  H.  Dunbar,  Mayor  of  New  Bed- 
fbffd,  to  the  City  Council,  January  4,  1858.    pp.  21. 

No.  2.  Ooyemment  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford,    1858. 

pp.4. 
No.  8.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,    pp.  48. 
No.  4.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers,   pp.  4. 
No.  5.  Re|)ort  of  the  Orerseers  of  the  Poor.    pp.  5. 
No.  6.  Report  of  the  'trustees  of  the  Free  Public  library. 

pp.  4. 
No.  7.  lUfpott  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  dty  of  New 
Bedford)  for  the  mnntcipsl  year  ending  January  4, 

1858.  pp.  48. 

[Docs,  not  numbered.]    Catalogue  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  New 
Bedford,  Mass.    New  Bedford:    Benj.  Lindsey,  Printer  to  the  City. 
18^.    8^.    pp»  355. 
Doeivaents  for  1858-59. 

Mayofs  Address  to  the  City  Council ;  City  GoTemment ;  and  Reports 
of  Committees,  comprising  the  Finance,  Engineers,  Oyerseers  of 
the  Poor,  Free  Public  Library,  Marshal's,  Night  Watch,  and  School 
Reports,  for  the  year  1858-59.  New  Bedford :  Beig.  Lindsey, 
City  Printer.  1859.  8^'. 
Contsnts:  No.  1.  Address  of  Willard  Nye,  Mayor  of  the  city  of  New 
Bedford,  to  die  City  Council,  January  8, 1859.    pp.  14. 

No.  2.  GoTemment  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  1859. 

pp.  5. 
No.  8.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,    pp.  41. 
No.  4.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers,    pp.  6. 
No.  5«  Report  of  the  Orerseers  of  the  Poor.   pp.  4. 
No.  6.  Serenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free 

Public  Library,   pp.  12. 
No.  7.  Report  of  the  City  Marshal,   pp.  8. 
No.  8.  Report  of  the  CapUin  of  the  Night  Watoh.    1  p. 
No.  9.  Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  city  of  New 
Bedford  for  the  municipal  year  ending  January  8, 

1859.  pp.  52. 
Bocvnenta  for  185^-80. 

Mayor's  AddrOM  to  the  City  Councils  City  Goremknent ;  and  Reports 
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of  Ck>m]nittee8»  oompriiing  the  Finance,  OTeneen  of  the  Poor, 
Engineers,  Marshal's,  Free  Public  Library,  and  Schbol  Reports,  for 
the  year  1859-60.    New  Bedford:    E.Anthony,  Printer  to  the 
City.    1860.    S^. 
Ck>ntents:    No.  1.  Address  of   Isaac  G.  Taber,  Mayor,    to  the  City 

Council  of  New  Bedford ;  deliyeied  before  the  two 
Branches  in  Convention,  January  2d,  1860.    pp.  14. 
No.  2.  Qoyemmentofthe  city  of  New  Bedford,  1860.  pp.5. 
No.  3.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,    pp.  44. 
No.  4.  Report  of  the  Oyerseers  of  the  Poor.    pp.  4. 
No.  5.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers,   pp.  9. 
No.  6.  Marshal's  Report  for  1859.   pp.  5. 
No.  7.  Eighth  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free 

Public  Library,   pp.  11. 
No.  8.  Report  of  the  Board  of  School  Committee  for  the 
city  of  New  Bedford,  for  the  year  1859.    pp.  49. 
[Docs,  not  numbered.]    Rules  of  the  School  Committee  and  Regulations 
of  the  Public  Schools.    New  Bedford :    E.  Anthony,  Printer  to 
the  City.    1860.    BP.    pp.  19. 
Ordinances  of  the  dty  of  New  Bedford,  with  the  Charter  and  Amend- 
ments, and  Special  Laws ;  together  with  the  Rules  and  Orders  of 
the  City  Council.    New  Bedford :    E.  Anthony,  Printer  to  the 
City,     1860.    8^.    pp.167. 
Documents  for  1860-61. 

Mayor's  Address  to  the  City  Council ;  City  Goyemment ;  and  Reports 
of  Committees,  comprising  the  Finance,  Oyerseers  of  the  Poor, 
Engineers,  Marshal's,  Free  Public  Library,  and  School  Reports,  for 
the  year  1860-61.  New  Bedford:  E.  Anthony,  Printer  to  the 
City.  1861.  8°. 
Contents:    No.  1.  Address  of  Isaac  C.  Taber,  Mayor,    to  the  City 

Council  of  New  Bedford ;  deliyered  before  the  two 
Branches  in  Conyention,  January  7th,  1861.  pp.  16. 
No.  2.  Gk>yemment  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  1860.  pp.  5 . 
No.  3.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,    pp.  44. 
No.  4.  Report  of  the  Oyerseers  of  the  Poor.    pp.  3. 
No.  5.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers,   pp.  7. 
No.  6.  Marshal's  Report,  [with  the  Report  of  the  Captain 

of  the  Watch.]    pp.  6. 
No.  7.  Ninth  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free 

Public  Library,   pp.  8. 
No.  8.  Report  of  the  Schpol  Committee  of  the  city  of  New 
Bedford,  for  the  year  1860.    pp.  48. 
poes.  not  numbered.]    Rules  of  the  School  Committee,  and  Regulations 
of  the  Public  Schools  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford.    New  Bedford : 
E.  Anthony,  Printer  to  the  City.    1861.    8^.    pp.24. 
Documents  for  1861-62. 

Mayor's  Address  to  the  City  Council ;  City  Gk>yenmient ;   and  Repoirts 
of  Committeest  oomprising  the  Finanoe,  Introduction  of  Water, 
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Engineen'  of  Fiie  Department,  OTerseert'  of  the  Poor,  City  Mar- 
thal'f.  Captain  of  City  Watch,  Home  and  Coast  Guard,  Free  Public 
Library,  and  Sehool  Reports,  for  the  year  1861-62.  New  Bedford : 
Feaaenden  ft  Baker,  City  Printers.  1862.  8^. 
CoBtanta:  No.  1.  Address  of  Isaac  C.  Taber,  Mayor,  to  the  City 
Coimeil  of  New  Bedford ;  deliyered  before  the  two  Branches  in 
ComTintion,  January  6th,  1862.   pp.  20. 

No.  2.  Gk>Yemmentofthe^}ity  of  New  Bedford,  1861.  pp.6. 
No.  8.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,    pp.  49. 
No.  4.  Report  of  the  Joint  Special  Committee  of  the  City 
Council  of  New  Bedford  on  the  Introduction  of 
Fresh  Water,    pp.  26. 
No.  6.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers,   pp.  6. 
No.  tt.  Report  of  the  OTerseers  of  the  Poor,  1861-62.  pp.  6. 
No.  7.  Marshal's  Report,  [with  the]  Report  of  the  Captain 

of  the  Watch,    pp.  4. 
No.  8.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Home  and  Coast  Guard. 

pp.  7. 
No.  9.  Tenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free 
Public  Library ;    Appendix :  New  Bedford  News* 
papers ;  Rules  and  Regulations,    pp.  24. 
No.  10.  Annual  Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the 
city  of  New  Bedford,  1861 ;  [with  the]  Semi-An- 
nnal   Reports  of  the    Superintendent  of  Public 
Schools,  [  Abner  J.  Phipps,]  for  the  year  1861.  pp.  78. 
Documentafor  1862-68. 

Mayor's  Address  to  the  City  Council ;  City  Goyemment ;  and  Reports 
of  Committees,  comprising  the  Finance,  Engineers  of  Fire  Depart- 
ment, OTerseers  of  the  Poor,  City  Marshals,  Captain  of  City  Watch, 
Free  Public  Library,  and  School  Reports,  fbr  the  year  1862-63. 
New  Bedford:  Mercury  Press,  [Fessenden  ft  Baker.]  1863.  8^. 
Contents :  No.  1.  Address  of  George  Howland,  Jr.,  Mayor,  to  the  City 
Council  of  New  Bedford,  delivered  before  the  two  Branches  in 
Convention,  January  6th,  1863.    pp.  15. 

No.  2 .  GoTcmment  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  1863 .   pp.  6 . 
No.  8.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,    pp.  23. 
No.  4.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers,    pp.  4. 
No.  5.  Report  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor.    pp.  8. 
No.  6.  Marshal's  Report,  [with  the]  Report  of  the  Captain 

of  the  Watch,  pp.  4. 
No.  7.  Eleventh  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free 
Public  Library ;  Appendix :  Books  bought  with 
the  Howland  Fund ;  On  the  Death  of  Mayor  Taber ; 
Trustees  of  the  Library,  1852-63.  pp.  28. 
No.  8.  Annual  Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  city 
of  New  Bedford,  1862 ;  [with  the]  Annual  Report  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools,  [Abner  J. 
PUpps,]  for  the  year  1862,  [and  Appendix :  Statis- 
tics, ftc/]    pp.  62. 
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BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS. 


Abbott,  J.  8.  C— 4366  No.  140. 

[3.]  Aouhnet. — Reports  of  the  Selectmen  of  Aemhnet  on  th6  Fuumeud 
AfGun  of  the  town,  and  of  the  School  Committee^  for  the  yeir 
1860-61.  New  Bedford:  Printed  bj  E.  Anthony.  1861. 
BP,  pp.  8,  8. 
Aeuahnet. — Reports  of  the  Selectmen  of  Aeuriinet  on  the  Financial 
AfGurs  of  the  town;  and  of  the  School  Committee,  for  the  year 
1862-68.  New  Bedford:  Printed  by  S.Anthony.  1863.  BP. 
pp.  16. 

[4.]    Adams,  J.  Q. — ^LetteiB  on  the  Entered  Apprentice's  Oath.    By  John 
Quhicy  Adams,  Bz-president  of  the  United  States.    Demon- 
strating that  the  first  step  in  Masonry  is  wrong.    New  Bedford : 
1833.    8«>.    pp.24. 
See  No.  10. 

[5.]  Ambrotype  copies  of  Fine  EngrsTings.  ICanofaotored  by  Charles 
Taber  ft  Co.,  New  Bedford,  Mass.  New  Bedford:  Printed  by 
E. Anthony.    1860.    129.   pp.9. 

[6.]  American  Instituted — The  Lectures  deliyered  before  the  American  In- 
stitute of  Instruction,  at  New  Bedford,  August  17, 1842.  In- 
cluding journal  of  proceedings,  and  a  list  of  officers.  Published 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Censors.  Boston :  1843. 
12P,  pp.166. 
See  No.  61. 

[7  .J  Anthony  ft  McAfee.— DeecriptiTS  Catidogue  of  Fruit  and  Ornamental 
Trees,  Shrubs  and  Plants,  eultilTated  and  for  sale  by  Anthony 
ft  McAfee,  at  the  Wachusett  Nurseries,  in  New  Bedford,  Mass. 
New  Bedford :    Printed  by  Be^j.  Lindsey.    1863.   99,   pp.  32. 

[8.]  Articles  of  Association  of  the  New  Bedford  and  California  Joint  Stock 
Mining  and  Trading  Company.  [New  Bedford:  Printed  by 
Beig.  Lindsey.]    1849.    12°.   pp.10. 

[9.]    Athenffium. — By-Laws  and  Regulations  of  the  New  Bedford  Athe- 
n»um,  with  the  Act  of  Incorporation,  and  list  of  Subscribers. 
New  Bedford:    Printed  by  Canfield  ft  Andros.    1841.    12^. 
pp.  12. 
Babcock,  Rct.  Rufes.    See  No.  66. 

[10.]  Baker,  L.^Letter  to  the  Hon.  John  Quinsy  Adams,  on  the  Oregon 
Question.  By  Luther  Baker.  NewBe^ord:  Ejening  Bulletin 
Press.    1846.    pp.  16. 

[11.]    Barton*  H.— An  Exposition  of  Faots,  in  a  Letter  to  Stephen  Gk>uld, 
an  Elder  of  die  Society  of  Friends.   By  Hull  Barton.   Published 
by  Bubser^ytioii,  for  gratuitous  distribution.     New  Bedford  : 
Printed  by  Bs^}.  Lindsey.   1828.  pp.  84. 
See  No.  121. 

[12.]  •  Bates,  W^Aa  Ontloii«  dslif«nd  in  F^drhayen  luly  4, 1821.]  By 
WnuBMSvEsf.    N«wB«dfoidt   1821.  99. 
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[It.]  BeMTili»  J.  A.— A  lUtement  of  Paeti  reipeoting  a  eontract  made 
with  Rer.  Wlieelock  Craig,  Pastor  of  the  Trinitarian  Church, 
NewBe^ord.  By  Joe.  Arthur  BeauTaia.  1863.  New  Bedford: 
[Printed hy E. Anthony.]    1868.   8°.    pp.8. 

[14.]  Beneiet,  A.— A  ihort  account  of  the  people  called  Quakers ;  their 
riao»  religious  principles,  and  settlement  in  America,  mostly  col- 
lected from  different  authors,  for  the  information  of  all  serious 
inquirers,  particularly  foreigners.  By  Anthony  Beneiet.  New 
Be^ord :  Printed  hy  Abraham  Shearman,  Jr.  1799.  9^. 
pp.  S8. 

[16.]  Bennett,  Jw — ^An  Oration,  pronounced  July  4fh,  1808,  before  the  in- 
habitants of  New  Bedford,  in  commemoration  of  the  thirty-sec- 
ond anniTtrsary  of  American  Independence.  By  Joseph  Bei^- 
nelt,  A.  B.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Be^j.  Lindsey.  1808. 
8°.  pp.  15. 
[The  Address  is  followed  by  an  Ode  to  Liberty,  by  Blihu  Doty.] 

[16.]  Bent,  N.  8.— The  Past :  a  Fragment.  Written  for  the  Ladies  Fair, 
at  Mechanics  Hall,  February,  1840.  [By  Her.  NatU.  S.  Bent.] 
New  Bedford:    Printed  by  BenJ.  Lindsey.    1840.   8®.   pp.10. 

[17.]  Boadle,  J.— Maple  Place  Prirate  School,  for  boys  and  girls.  New 
Bedford.  [Circular  by  John  Boadle,  Principal.]  New  Bedford : 
[Printed by E. Anthony.]    1861.    12<>.    pp.8. 

[18.]    Bradford,  Aw— The  Doctrine  of  the  Bible  concerning  the  Messiah. 
By  an  aged  Layman,  [Alden  Bradford.)    Second  Edition.    New 
Bedford:   Printed  by  BenJ.  T.  Congdon.    1834.   8°.   pp.24, 
[The  First  Edition,  entitled  •«The  Scripture  Doctrine  concerning 
the  Messiah,"  was  published  in  Boston,  1826.   99,   pp.  15.] 

[19.]  Brewer,  Jw — ^An  Address,  deliyered  before  the  New  Bedford  Auxiliary 
Society  for  the  suppression  of  Intemperance,  at  their  annual 
meeting,  January  1,  1816.  By  John  Brewer,  A.  M.  Published 
by  request  of  the  Society.  New  Bedford:  Pointed  by  Be^j. 
Lindsey.  1816.  8°.  pp.20. 
See  No.  44. 

[20.]  Briggs,  I^A  PMCoral  Address  to  the  Old  Colony  Association,  de- 
livered at  New  Bedford,  April  30,  1855.  By  Bey.  Isaac  B.iggs, 
of  North  Boehester.  Published  by  the  AssociatioB.  New  Bed- 
ford:  B.  Anthony,  Printer.   1855.   8P.    pp.11. 

[21.]  Bristol  Co.  Ag.  Sooiety.— Transaetiona  of  the  Bristol  County  Agri- 
cultural Society,  for  the  year  1854.  With  the  Address  of  Hon. 
Jacob  W.  Ifilkr,  [delivered  before  the  Society,  at  New  Bedford, 
Sept.  28,  1854 ;  and  Poema  by  Chas.  T.  Congdon  and  Walter 
Mitchell.]  Boston,  1854.  9P.  pp.92. 
Transactieas  of  the  Briatol  Comity  Agrioultural  Society,  for  the 

year  1855.    TkimtOB»  1856.   9P.   pp.  62|  20. 
[The  Annual  Cattle  Show  and  BzhibitSoa  of  the  Society  was  held 
at  New  Bedford,  Sept.  26  and  27, 1855.    An  Address  was  deliy 
•Nd  by  Bar.  F.  H.  Huntington,  but  not  published.} 

(22.]  «  Brawn,  Cr^A  Semoa,  preaohed  at  Wareham,  Mar^  Slst,  [1798,] 
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^  on  the  importance  of  the  early  and  proper  education  of  chUdreo, 

both  as  it  respects  themselyes,  and  mankind  in  general.  By 
Clark  Brown,  a  licensed  candidate  preacher.  New  Bedford: 
Printed  by  John  Spooner.    1793.    12^  ? 

f23.]  *  Bryant,  W.  M. — A  Sermon  delivered  on  ThanksgiTing  Day,  [Dec. 
5,  1822,]  at  Mattapoisett,  Rochester.    By  William  W.  Bryant. 
New  Bedford:    Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.    1823.    8<^? 
Butler,  Daniel,  Jr.    See  No.  68. 

[24.]  [Catalogue  containing  the  description,  pedigree,  age,  &c.,  of  Ayrshire 
Cattle  imported  by  Geo.  Randall,  and  to  be  sold  at  his  farm, 
called  Loo  Choo,  October  6, 1846.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by 
Benj.  Lindsey.     1846.]    S°.   pp.4. 

[26.]  Catalogue  of  Books  in  the  Library  of  the  Sabbath  School  of  the  First 
Universalist  Society,  of  New  Bedford.  New  Bedford  :  Printed 
by  E.Anthony.    1856.    12^.    pp.20. 

[26.]  Catalogue  of  the  Fourth  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Sabbath  School 
Library,  August,  1843.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Wm.  Can- 
field.    1843.    8°.    pp.11. 

[27.]  Catalogue  of  the  New  Bedford  Art  Exhibition,  commencing  July  let, 
and  closing  August  7th,  1858.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  £. 
Anthony.    1858.    8°.   pp.8. 

[28.]  Catalogue  of  the  Sabbath  School  Library  of  the  South  Christian 
Church,  April,  1859.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  E.  Anthony. 
1859.    120.   pp.18. 

[29.]  [Catalogue  of]  Tabor's  Circulating  library.  No.  47  Purchase  street, 
New  Bedford.  New  Bedford :  Chas.  Taber  &  Co.  Printed  by 
Benj.  Lindsey.    [1861.]    12^".   pp.16. 

[30.]  Chandler,  C.  F. — ^Miscellaneous  Chemical  Researches.  Liaugural 
Dissertation  for  the  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy,  addressed 
to  the  Philosophical  Faculty  of  the  University  of  Gk>ttingen.  By 
Charles  F.  Chandler,  of  New  Bedford.  Gottingen,  1856.  8^. 
pp.  49. 

[31.]  Channing,  W.  E. — ^The  Duties  of  Children.  A  Sermon,  deliyered 
April  12,  1807,  to  the  Religious  Society  in  Federal  Street,  Bos- 
ton. By  Wm.  E.  Channing,  Minister  of  said  Society.  New  Bed- 
ford :    Be^J.  T.  Congdon,  Printer.    1835.    12<^.  pp.  13. 

[32.]  Charter  and  By-Laws  of  the  New  Bedford  Horticultural  Society,  in- 
corporated March  12,  1847.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Benj. 
Lindsey.    1847.    12°.    pp.22. 

[33.]  Charter  of  the  New  York  and  Boston  Steam-Boat  Company,  with  the 
Report  of  a  Committee  appointed  at  a  legal  meeting  of  the  Stock- 
holders, [in  New  York,]  Noyember  16,  1829.  New  Bedford : 
Printed  by  Beig*.  T.  Congdon.    1829.    8°.   pib  11. 

[34.]  [Circtdar  xelatiTe  to  thefonnation  of  an  Historical  Society  in  New 
Bedford.  Signed  by  Jas.  B.  Congdon,  Wm.  Logan  Rodman,  and 
Zoheth  Durfee.]    New  Bedford,  March  28th,  1860. 

[34a.]  Cobbt  L^— Histoikal  Sketches  of  the  Congiegational  Church  in 
HuUmtMtm.  A  Sermon,  pRachedD«e.  89, 1861.  By  L.  Cobb, 
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Pastor.    New  Bedford:    Printed  by  £.  Anthony.    1862.    S"^. 
pp.  16. 

[Z6,]  Codman,  J. — A  Sermon,  delivered  at  the  Dedication  of  the  North 
Congregational  Meeting-House,  in  New  Bedford,  June  23,  1818. 
By  the  Key.  John  Codman,  A.  M.,  of  Dorchester.  New  Bed- 
ford:   Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.    1818.    8°.    pp.22. 

[36.]  Coffin,  S.  P.^Annual  Report  of  the  Agent  of  the  Martha's  Vine- 
yard Camp  Meeting,  Sirson  P.  Coffin,  Esq.,  made  to  the  Meet- 
ing of  Preachers  and  Tent  Masters,  Aug.  22,  1860.  Also  Arti- 
cles of  Agreement,  General  Rules  of  the  Camp  Meeting,  and  a 
Resolution  relating  to  Tents,  &c.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by 
£.  Anthony.     1860.     8^.    pp.  16. 

[37.]  Colby,  H.  O.  O.— Anriyersary  Address  before  the  American  Insti- 
tute of  the  city  of  New  York,  at  the  Broadway  Tabernacle, 
October  20,  1842,  during  the  Fifteenth  Annual  Fair.  By  the 
Hon.  H.  G.  O.  Colby,  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.  New  York, 
1842.  8^  pp.20. 
The  Practice  in  Civil  Actions  and  Proceedings  at  Law  in 
Massachusetts ;  with  copious  references  to  decisions  in  New 
Hampshire,  Maine,  &c.;  with  the  Rules  of  the  Sute  and 
United  States  Courts,  and  an  Appendix  of  Forms.  By  H.  G.  O. 
Colby,  recently  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Maasa- 
chusetU.    Boston,  1848.    8^.    pp.  616. 

[38.]  CoUey,  T. — An  Apology  for  Silent  Waiting  upon  God  in  Religious 
Assemblies  ;  with  some  observations  on  the  nature  and  ground 
of  True  Faith,  and  the  application  thereof  in  the  important  con- 
cern of  Worship.  By  Thomas  CoUey.  New  Bedford :  Printed 
by  Abraham  Shearman,  Jr.     1805.    B°,    pp.  3U 

[39.]  Congdon,  C.  T. — Flowers  Plucked  by  a  Traveller  on  the  Journey  of 
Life.  By.  Charles  T.  Congdon.  Boston,  1840.  12°.  pp.  72. 
The  Warning  of  War :  a  Poem  delivered  before  the  United  Socie- 
ties of  Dartmouth  College,  Hanover,  N.  H.,  at  the  Annual 
Commencement,  July  30,  1862.  By  Charles  T.  Congdon.  New 
York,  1862.  8^  pp.29. 
See  Nos.  2,  21,  99. 

[40.]    Congdon,  J.  B. — A  Defence  of  the  Currency  of  Massachusetts,  in  a 

Letter  to  His  Excellency,  Henry  J.  Gardner,  GoTemor  of  the 

Commonwealth.    By  a  Practical  Banker,  [Jas.  B.  Congdon.] 

Boston,  1855.    8°.    pp.  26. 

The  same :    Second  Edition.    With  an  Introduction.  Boston,  1856. 

8P,  pp.  28. 
A  Letter  to  His  Excellency  John  H.  Clifford,  on  the  Proposition 
now  before  the  Legislature,  to  require  the  Banks  of  the  Com- 
monwealth to  hold  in  deposit  a  certain  amount  of  Specie.  By  a 
Practical  Banker,  [Jas.  B.  Congdon.]  Boston,  1853.  8°.  pp.15. 
An  Address,  delivered  at  the  Consecration  of  the  Oak  Grove  Ceme- 
tery, in  New  Bedford,  October  6,  1843.  By  James  B.  Congdon. 
With  the  Regulations  of  the  Selectmen,  for  the  government  of 
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the  Cemetery ;  and  en  Appendix.    New  Bedford:    Printed  bj 
Berj.  Lindsey.    1844.     8°.     pp.  35. 
Infformmtion  releiive  to  the  Americen  Lyceum.    [By  Jamee  B.  Cong- 
don.}   Kew  Bedford:    Printed  by  Benj. T.  Congdon.    [1828.] 
12P.   pp.  12. 
Letter  to  the  RepreeentatSree  in  the  General  Court,  from  the  town 
of  New  Bedford,  in  relation  to  the  draft  of  an  Act  for  a  City 
Charter,  now  before  the  Legislature.    By  a  Citizen,  [James  B. 
Congdon.]    New  Bedford :    Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey.    1847.    8^. 
pp.  9. 
New  Bedford  Money  Matters.    Speech  of  Money  Terry,  Esq.,  on 
the  Financial  Affairs  of  New  Bedford,  delivered  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Common  Council,  September  10th,  1858.    [By  Jas.  B.Cong- 
don.]    Copyright  secured.    Boston,  1859.    8P,    pp.  26. 
Quaker  Quiddities ;   or,  Frienda  in  Council.    A  Colloquy.    [By 

James  B.  Congdun.]     Boston,  1860.     16<^.    pp.  48. 
The  Teacher's  Reunion.    Hawthorne  Street,  February  4th,  1861. 
[New  Bedford  {     Printed  by  £.  Anthony]     1861.    12^    pp.12. 
The  Hepublican  Rally:    A  Song.    Respectfully  Inscribed  to  the 
New  Be  ifird  Wide  Awakes.    By  James  B.  Congdon.    New  Bed- 
ford :    Printed  by  E.  Anthony.    1860.     1  p.  12^. 
Borne  Remarks  on  the  Banking  Policy  of  Massachusetts,  in  a  letter 
to  His  Excellency,  George  8.  Boutwell,  Governor  of  the  Com- 
monwealth.   By  James  B.  Congdon.    Boston,  1851.  8°.    pp.15. 
See  Nos.  1,  2,  34,  67,  104,  131. 

[41.]  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  New  Bedford  Martha  Washington 
Total  Abstinence  Society.  New  Bedford:  Printed  by  Benj. 
Lind^.     1843.    12^.    pp.8. 

[42.]  Constitution  and  By-Lawa  of  the  United  Trade  Society  of  Journey- 
men Sailmakers,  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford.  Adopted  Septem- 
ber 26,  1851.  New  Bedford:  Prese  of  Benj.  Lindsey.  1851. 
16^.    pp.  16. 

[48.]  The  Constitution  of  the  Mutoal  Marine  Insurance  Company,  incor- 
porated by  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  March  24, 
1843.  New  Bedford:  Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.  1852.  12o. 
pp.  16. 

[44.]  Constitution  of  the  New  Bedford  Auxiliary  Society,  for  the  Suppres- 
sion of  Intemperance ;  and  Address  of  the  Board  of  Counsel, 
prepared  agreeably  to  a  Resolve  of  the  Society,  passed  March  20, 
1815.  New  Bedford:  Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.  1815.  8^ 
pp.  30. 
See  Nos.  19,  139,  183. 

[45.]  Constitution  of  the  New  Bedford  Mechanics^  Association.  Incorpo- 
rated February  4th,  1833.  New  Bedford :  [J.  O.]  Harris, 
Printer.     1833.     12P.   pp.  12. 

[46.]  Constitution  of  the  New  Bedford  Rural  Cemetery.  Incorporated 
April  12,  1637.  New  Bedford  i  Piinted  by  J.  C.  Parmenttr. 
1987.    12«.    pp.12. 
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[47.]  Coostitiition  of  the  New  Bedford  Young  Men's  Temperance  Society, 
adopted  July,  1834.  And  their  Address  to  the  Public.  Pub- 
lished by  order  of  the  Society.  New  Bedford:  Printed  b^ 
Benj.  T.  Congdon.     1834.    12<'.    pp.  24. 

[48.]    Craig,  W. — Leginlation  as  an  Implement  of  Moral  Reform.    A  Ser- 
mon preached  in  the  Trinitarian  Church,  New  Bedford,  Oct.  4, 
1867.    By  Wheelock  Craig.    New  Bedford:    Benj.  Lindsey, 
Printer.     1858.    8°.    pp.  15. 
The  same.    New  Bedford:    Benj.  Lindsey,  Printer.    1858.    12°. 

pp.  15. 
Oar  Duties  at  This  Crisis.    A  Sermon  preached  in  the  Trinitarian 
Church,  New  Bedford,  April  21,  1861.    By  Wheelock  Craig. 
New  Bedford:    Benj.  Lindsey,  Printer.    1861.    8°.    pp.19. 
SeeNos.  13, 131. 

[49.]  •  Crandall,  P.— The  True  Faith  Vindicated,  or  Strictures  on  "The 
True  Beiierer's  Defence."  a  work  written  by  the  Rev.  Charles 
Morgridge,  of  New  Bedford,  against  the  Divinity  and  Deity  of 
Christ,  and  Doetrine  of  the  Trinity.  By  Pliineaa  Crandall,  Pas- 
ter to  the  Second  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  New  Bedford. 
New  Bedford:  Sidney  Underwood.  1837.  12°.  pp.70. 
See  No.  112. 

[50.]  Crapo,  H.  H. — ^Descriptiye  Catalogue  of  Fruit  and  Ornamental  Trees, 
Shrubs  and  Plants,  cultivated  and  for  sale  by  Henry  H.  Crapo, 
St  the  Wasemequia  Nurseries,  No.  106  Washington  Street,  New 
Bedford,  Mass.  New  Bedford:  Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey. 
1848.    9P.   pp.28. 

[51.]  Curtis,  8.,  Jr.,— Brief  Extracts  from  the  Journal  of  a  Yoysge  per- 
formed by  the  whale  ship  M[ercur]y,  of  New  Bedford,  Ma-s., 
oci^mencing  May  25,  1841,  and  terminating  August  1.  1844. 
By  Stephen  Curtis,  Jr.,  New  Bedford,  Mass.  Boston,  1844.  8^. 
pp.  46. 

[52.]  Daggett,  S. — Dsggett's  Perpetual  Almanac,  and  Arithmetical  Navi- 
gator.  Calculated  for  the  entire  nineteenth  oentury.  By  Sam- 
uel Daggett,  Martha's  Vineyard.  Printed  at  New  Bedford,  for 
the  Author.     1857.    12<».    pp.  12. 

[58.]  Dartmouth.— Report  of  the  Auditing  'Jommittee  of  the  tof^n  of  Dart- 
mouth, for  the  year  ending  M  roh  1,  1863.  New  Bedford: 
Printed  by  £.  Anthony.    1863.    8°.    pp.11. 

[54.]  Datis,  H.,  Jr.,— ^Lecture  on  Natural  and  Spirirual  Science ;  or,  the 
True  Philosophy  of  Human  Happiness.  Delivered  at  the  City 
Hall,  New  Bedford,  June  15th,  1855.  By  Humphrey  Dsvis,  Jr. 
To  which  is  added  the  cause  of  the  potatoe  dis^sse,  and  its  best 
remedy.  New  Bedford :  Printed  for  the  Author,  [by  E.  An- 
thony.] 1855.  8^.  pp.  25. 
Treatise  by  way  of  a  Dialogue  on  Cause  end  Eff^ct»  illustrating  the 
true  seit  nee  of  Astronomy.  Also  Bleotrieity,  Attraction,  Ani- 
mal Magnetism,  Repulsion  and  the  True  Science  of  Thtology  ; 
being  in  some  important  partioulars  a  new  Theory.    By  Htun- 
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phrej  DaTis,  Jr.  New  Bedford :  Printed  for  the  Author,  [by 
£.  Anthony.]  1856.  8°.  pp.  66. 
[66.]  Dawes,  T. — An  Address,  delivered  on  Sunday  Evening,  July  7, 1860, 
at  the  Consecration  of  the  River-Side  Cemetery,  in  Fairhaven, 
Mass.  By  Thomas  Dawes,  Minister  and  Pastor  of  Washington 
Street  Church,  in  Pairhaven,  Mass.  With  the  By-Laws  of  the 
Corporation,  and  an  Appendix.  New  Bedford:  Printed  by 
Benj.  Lindsey.     1860.    8<>.    pp.31. 

Dennison,  T.  B.    See  No.  100. 
[56.]  *  Dewey,  O. — ^A  Discourse  on  the  Duties  of  Consolation,  and  the  Rites 
and  Customs  appropriate  to  Mourning.    [By  Orville  Dewey.J 
New  Bedford :    Pub.  by  the  N. -Bedford  Book  and  Tract  Asso- 
ciation.    [Printedby  Benj.  Lindsey.]     1825.     12°.    pp.16. 

*  The  Unitarian's  Answer ;  or,  a  Brief  and  Plain  *  Answer  to  any 
that  ask  a  Reason '  of  our  attachment  to  Unitarianism,  consid^* 
ered  as  a  System  of  both  Doctrine  and  Instruction.  By  Orville 
Dewey.  New  Bedford :  Pub.  by  the  N.  Bedford  Book  and 
Tract  Association.    Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.   1826.    12°.  pp.24. 

The  same.  Second  Edition.  New  Bedford :  1826.  12°.  pp.  36. 
[Other  editions  published  in  Boston.] 

The  Claims  of  Puritanism.  A  Sermon,  preached  at  the  Annual 
Election,  May  31,  1826,  before  His  Excellency,  Levi  Lincoln, 
Governor;  the  Honorable  Council;  and  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts.  By  Rev.  Orville  Dewey,  Pastor  of  the  First  Con- 
gregational Church,  in  New  Bedford.    Boston,  1826.    8°.  pp.  32. 

•  Two  Discourses  designed  to  illustrate  in  some  particulars,  the 

original  use  of  the  Epistles  of  the  New  Testament,  compared  with 
their  use  and  application  at  the  present  day.  By  Rev.  Orville 
Dewey,  Pastor  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  in  New  Bed- 
ford.   Boston,  1827.    12^.    pp.  36. 

*  Letters  of  an  English  Traveller  to  his  Friend  in  England  on  the  Re- 

vival of  Religion  in  America.  [By  Orville  Dewey  ?]  Boston, 
1828.     18^    pp.  142. 

The  Deep  Things  of  the  Gospel.  A  Discourse,  delivered  at  the  Or- 
dination of  the  Rev.  George  Putnam,  as  Colleague  Pastor  with 
Rev.  Eliphalet  Porter,  D.D.,  over  the  First  Church  and  Religious 
Society  in  Roxbury,  July  7,  1830.  By  Orville  Dewey,  [of  New 
Bedford.]     Published  by  Request.    Boston,  1830.    8°.   pp.  32. 

An  Oration,  delivered  at  Cambridge,  before  the  Society  of  Phi  Beta 
Kappa,  August  26,  1830.  By  Rev.  Orville  Dewey,  [of  New  Bed- 
ford.]   Boston,  1830.    8°.    pp.32. 

A  Sermon  on  the  Moral  Uses  of  the  Pestilence,  denominated  Asiatic 
Cholera.  Delivered  on  Fast-Day,  August  9,  1832.  By  Rev. 
Orville  Dewey,  Pastor  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  in 
New  Bedford.  Published  by  request  of  the  Society.  New  Bed- 
ford:   Printed  by  Beig.  T.  Congdon.    1832.    8^    pp.20. 

The  Pulpit  aa  a  field  of  Exertion,  Talent  and  Piety.  A  Sermon  de- 
livered at  the  Tnatnllation  of  the  Rev.  Edward  B.  Hall,  as  Pastor 


1864.  TRUSTEES'  REPORT.  87 

of  tbe  First  Congregational  Society  in  Providence.    By  Rer. 
OrTille  Dewey.    New  Bedford:    Benj.  Lindsey,  Printer.     1832. 
99.    pp.  86. 
On  the  Preaching  of  our  Saviour.    A  Sermon,  delivered  at  the 
Ordination  of  Joseph  Angier,  as  Pastor  of  the  Firnt  Congre  ga- 
tional  Church  in  New  Bedford,  May  20,  1835.    By  Rev.  Orville 
Dewey.     [Together  with  the  Charge,  Right  Hand  of  Fellowship, 
and  Address  to  the  Society,  delivered  on  the  same  occasion.] 
New  Bedford  :    Benj.  Lindsey,  Printer.     1835.    8°.    pp.  55. 
[Sermons  contributed  to  the  *<  Liberal  Preacher."]    On  Religious 
Anxiety.    [L.  P.  vol.  1,  No.  1,  Sermon  1.]    Keene,  N.  H.,  1827. 

8°.    pp.  1-8. 
On  ^tarianism.   [L.  P.,  vol.  2,  No.  9,  S.  10.]   Keene,  1829.  8°. 

pp.  127-144. 
Working  out  our  Salvation  a  Practical  Work.    [L.  P.  new  series. 
vol.  2,  S.  1.]    Bost.  f882.    8°.    pp.  1-14. 
See  No.  171. 
[57.]    Directories. — ^The  New  Bedford  Directory,  containing  the  names  of 
the  inhabitants,  their  occupations,  places  of  business,  and  dwell- 
ing houses,  and  the  town  register,  with  lists  of  the  streets  and 
wharves,  the  town  officers;  public  offices  and  banks,  churches 
and  mictsters,  physicians  and  surgeons,  and  other  useful  infor- 
mation :    To  which  is  added  the  By-Laws  and  Ordinsnces  of 
said  town.    By  Henry  H.  Crapo.    Also  a  list  of  whale  ships  be- 
longing to  the  United  States.    New  Bedford  :    J,  C.  Parmenter, 
Printer.     1836.    12°.    pp.  125. 
The  New  Bedford  Directory,  containing  the  names  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, their  occupations,  places  of  business,  and  dwelling  houses, 
and  the  town  register,  with  lists  of  the  streets  and  wharves,  the 
town  officers,  public  offices  and  banks,  churches  and  ministers, 
physicians  and  surgeons,  and  other  u*>eful  information:    To 
which  is  added  a  list  of  whale  ships  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  and  the  By-Laws  and  Ordinances  of  New  Bedford.    By 
Henry  H.  Crapo.    New  Bedford:    Printed  by  J.  C.  Parmenter. 
1838.     12°.    pp.  156. 
The  New  Bedford  Directory,  containing  the  names  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, their  occupations,  places  of  business,  and  dwelling  houses, 
and  the  town  register,  with  lists  of  the  streets  and  wharves,  the 
town  officers,  public  offices  and  banks,  churches  and  ministers, 
physicians  and  surgeons,  and  other  useful  information :   To  which 
is  added  a  list  of  vessels  employed  in  the  whale  fishery  belonging 
to  the  United  Sutes.  By  Henry  H.  Crapo.  New  Bedford:  Printed 
by  Benj.  Lindsey,  September,  1839.    12°.    pp.  168. 
The  New  Bedford  Directory  [same  title  as  the  preceding.]    By  Henry 
H.  Crapo.    New  Bedford :    Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey,  October, 
1841.    12°.    pp.  166. 
The  New  Bedford  Directory,  containing  the  names  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, their  occupations,  places  of  business  and  dwelling  houses ;     ^ 
and  the  town  register,  with  lists  of  tbe  streets  and  wharves,  the  ^ 
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town  officers,  public  offices  and  banks,  churches  and  ministers, 
physicians  and  surgeons,  whaling  statistics,  and  other  useful  in- 
formation :  To  which  is  added  the  By-Laws  and  Ordinances  of 
the  town,  together  with  certain  Municipal  Regulations  of  the 
Police.  By  Henry  H.  Crapo.  New  Bedford :  Press  of  Benj. 
Lindsey,  October,  1845.    12^.    pp.  190. 

The  New  Bedford  Directory,  containing  the  city  register,  a  general 
directory  of  the  citizens,  and  a  special  directory  of  trades,  pro- 
fessions, fcc.  New  Bedford:  C.  ft  A.  Taber.  Press  of  Benj. 
Lindsey.    1849.    12^.    pp.  198. 

The  New  Bedford  Directory,  containing  the  city  register,  a  general 
directory  of  the  citizens,  and  a  special  directory  of  trades,  pro- 
fessions, &c.  New  Bedford:  Charles  Taber  &  Qo.  Benj.  Lind- 
sey, Printer.    1852.    129,    pp.  194. 

The  New  Bedford  Directory,  containing  the  city  register,  and  a 
general  directory  of  the  citizens.  New  Bedford :  Charles  Taber 
ft  Co.   £.  Anthony,  Printer.     1856.     12°.    pp.  192. 

The  New  Bedford  Directory,  containing  the  city  register  and  a  gen- 
eral directory  of  the  citizens.  [In  some  copies  a  msp  of  N.  Bed- 
ford and  FairhaTcn,  by  Robert  G.  Ingraham,  inserted.]  New 
Bedford :  Charles  Taber  ft  Co.  Benj.  Lindsey,  Printer.  1859. 
12°.  pp.182. 
[58.]  *  Doggett,  S. — An  Address  at  the  Dedication  and  Opening  of  Bristol 
Academy,  Taunton,  July  18,  1796.  By  Rev.  Simeon  Doggett. 
New  Bedford :  Printed  by  John  Spooner.  1797. 
[59.]  Eldridge,  A. — A  Sermon,  in  behalf  of  the  American  Education  Soci- 
ety, delivered  at  its  Anniversary,  May  23,  1853.  By  Rev.  A. 
Eldridge,  of  New  Bedford.    Boston,  1853.    8°.    pp.  16. 

See  No.  131. 

[60.]    Eliot,  T.  D. — Anniversary  Address  delivered  before  the  American 

Institute  of  the  city  of  New  York,  at  the  Broadway  Tabernacle, 

October  17,  1845,  during  the  Eighteenth  Annual  Fair.    By  the 

Hon.T.  D  Eliot,  of  New  Bedford.  Mass.  N.  Y.  1845.  8"^.  pp.  19. 

Nebraska  and  Kansas.  Speech  of  Hon.  T.  D.  Eliot,  of  Massachu- 
setts, in  the  House  of  Representatives,  May  10,  1854.  [Wash. 
1854.]     8P.    pp.7. 

The  Territorial  Slave  Policy ;  The  Republican  Party ;  what  the 
North  has  to  do  with  Slsvery.  Speech  of  Hon.  Thomas 
D.  Eliot,  of  Mass.  Delivered  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
April  25,  1860,    [Wash.  I860.]    8<>.    pp.  8. 

Address  of  Thomas  D.  Eliot  of  the  1st  Congressional  District  of 
Massachusetts  to  his  Constituents.  Washington,  1861.    8°.  pp.8. 

Objectaof  the  War.  Speech  of  Hon.Thooaas  D.  Eliot,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, in  the  House  of  Representatives.  December  12,  1861. 
Wash.     [161.]     8^    pp.8. 

Independence  of  Hayti.  Speech  of  Hon.  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  of  Mass., 
in  the  House  of  Representaiives,  June  9,  1862,  on  the  bill  to 
B«thori«e  the  appointment  of  Diplomatic  Representatives  to  the 
Bepubliot  of  Hayti  tad  LibMie.    [Wailu  I6e2.]    89.    pp.8. 
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speech  of  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  of  Massachusetts,   delirered  in  the 
House  of  Kepresentatiyes  Feh.  10,  1864,  on  the  hill  for  th*)  estah- 
lifthment  of  a  Bureau  of  Freedmen's  Affairs.    Wash.  1864.    S^, 
pp.  16. 
See  Not.  129,  131. 
[61.]    Emerson,  O.  B. — Moral  Education.    A  Lecture,  delirered  at  New 
Bedford,  August  16,  1842,  before  the  American  Institute  of  In- 
struction, by  Geo.  B.  Emerson.    Published  by  a  vote  of  the  In- 
stitute.   Boston:    Wm.  B.  Fowle.     1842.    8°.    pp.16. 
The  same.    Boston:    Wm.  D.  Ticknor.    18^2.    12°.    pp.35. 
[62.]    Emerson,  J.  F. — Co-operation  of  Parents  with  Teachers.    A  Lecture, 
delivered  before  the  Bristol  County  Teachers'  Association,  at 
Fall  Rirer,  Mass.    By  John  F.  Emerson,  Principal  of  the  High 
School,  New  Bedford.    New  Bedford  :    Printed  by  E.Anthony. 
1851.    8<>.    pp.  16. 
[63.]    Fairhaven  Documents. — Rqjort  of  the  Selectmen  of  Fairhaven  on  the 
Financial  Affairs  of  the  t^wn  ;  with  the  Report  of  the  School 
Committee,  for  the  year  ending  March  3 1st,  1865.   New  Bedford : 
.     Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.    1855.    8°.  pp.  8.  18. 
Reports  of  the  Selectmen  of  Fair  haven  on  the  Financial  Affairs  of 
the  town;  and  of  the  School   Committee  for  the  year  ending 
March  81,  1856.    New  Bedford:    E.  Anthony,  Printer.    1856. 
8®.    pp.  9,  22. 
Reports  of  the  Selectmen  of  Fairhayen  on  the  Financial  Affairs  of 
the  town;  and  of  the  School  Committee,  for  the  year  ending 
March  81,  1857.    New  Bedford  :     E.  Anthony,  Printer.    1857. 
8°.    pp.  8,  24.  ^ 

Reports  of  the  Selectmen  of  Fairhaven  on  the  Finannial  Affairs  of 
the  town ;  and  of  the  School   Committee,  for  ^e  year  ending 
March  81,  1858.    New  Bedford :    E.  Anthony,  Printer.    1858. 
9P,    pp.  8,  21. 
Reports  of  the  Selectmen  of  Fairhaven  on  the  Financial  Affairs  of 
the  town ;   and  of  the  School  Committee,  for  the  year  ending 
March  81,  1859.    New  Bedford:    E.  Anthony,  Printer.    1859. 
8°.    pp.  8,  23. 
Reports  of  the  Selectmen  of  Fairhayen  on  the  Financial  Affairs  of 
the  town;  and  of  the  School  Committee,  for  the  year  ending 
March  31,  1860.    New  Bedford:    E.  Anthony,  Phnter.    1860. 
8°.    pp.  8,  16. 
Reports  of  the  Selectmen  of  Fairhayen  on  the  Financial  Affairs  of 
the  town ;  and  of  the  School  Committee,  for  the  year  ending 
March 31,  1861.    New  Bedford:    E.  Anthony,  Printer.    1861. 
9P.    pp.  19,  12. 
Reports  of  the  Selectmen  of  Fairhayen  on  the  Financial  Affairs  of 
the  town  ;  and  of  the  School  Committee,  for  the  year  ending 
March  31,  1862.    New  Bedford :    £.  Anthony,  Printer*.    1862. 
•^.    pp.  15, 13. 
B^ortftof  Um  Selectmen  of  Faifhaytn  on  the  Financial  Affairs  of 
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the  town ;  and  of  the  School  Committee,  for  the  year  ending 
March  25,  1863.    New  Bedford  :    £.  Anthony,  Printer.     1863. 
8°.    pp.  18,  10. 
See  Nob.  12,  124. 

[64.]  Falconer,  W. — The  Shipwreck,  a  Poem.  By  William  Falconer. 
New  Bedford :  Printed  and  sold  by  Abraham  Shearman,  Jr. 
1802.     12''.    pp.  iv,  136. 

[65.]  Fenelon,  F.  S.  de  la  M. — The  Archbishop  of  Cambray's  Meditations 
and  Soliloquies,  on  various  Religious  Subjects.  With  Reflec- 
tions for  a  Holy  Life.  Also  a  LiCtter  concerning  Religion,  by 
the  same  Author.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Abraham  Shear- 
man, Jr.     1802.     12°.    pp.68. 

[66.]  First  Baptist  Church. — Articles  of  Faith  and  Government,  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church,  William  Street,  New  Bedford,  Mass. 
With  a  sketch  of  its  History,  and  a  Catalogue  of  its  members  to 
August,  1842.  To  which  is  added  the  Letter  of  the  Church  to 
the  Taunton  Baptist  Association.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by 
Benj.  Lindsey.  1842.  12°.  pp.  60. 
Services  at  the  Public  Recognition  of  the  Rev.  Rufus  Babcock, 
D.D.,  OS  Pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  New  Bedford, 
Mass.,  on  the  e^enine  of  Thursday,  29th  January,  1846.  Pub- 
lished by  request  of  tne  Church.  New  York,  1846.  12°.  pp.  70. 
[Sermon,  by  Wm.  R.  XViUiams  of  N.  York.] 
See  No.  158. 

[67.]  First  Cong.  Society. — Proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  the  members  and 
pew-holders  of  the  First  Congregational  Society  of  Unitarian 
Christians  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia :  Held  on  the  28  th  Sep- 
tember, 1846,  to  receive  and  act  upon  a  Communication  from 
the  First  Congregational  Society  of  New  Bedford,  Massachu- 
setts, relative  to  on  invitation  given  by  that  Society  to  the  Rev. 
W.  H.  Fumess,  to  become  their  Pastor.  Printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Society,  Phil.  1846.  8°.  pp.  18. 
Catalogue  of  the  Sunday  School  Library  of  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church,  New  Bedford,  Mass.  New  Bedford :  Printed 
by  Benj.  Lindsey.  1851.  12^.  pp.16. 
Stmday  School  Picnic.  First  Congregational  Society,  New  Bed- 
ford: July  28,  1853.  [Hymns  by  Walter  Mitchell  and  Jas.  B. 
Congdon.]  New  Bedford:  Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.  1853. 
12°.  pp.  4. 
See  Nos.  77,  113; 

[68.]  First  Report  of  the  Auditor  [Daniel  Butler,  Jr.]  of  the  Washington 
Total  Abstinence  Society,  from  the  16th  of  July,  1841,  to  Nov. 
15th,  inclusive ;  together  with  the  Address  of  the  President  [Lu- 
ther Jenney]  of  said  Society.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Benj. 
Lindsey.    1841.    8°.    pp.8. 

[69.]  ^irst  Semi-Annnol  Report  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  North  Sab- 
bath School  Society,  [connected  with  the  First  Middle  Street 
Chriitian  Soeiety»]  together  with  the  Conatitution  and  By- 
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Laws  of  the  Society.  Presented  and  adopted  October  6,  1892. 
New  Bedford  :  Printed  by  BenJ.  T.  Congdon.  1832.  12^. 
pp.  12. 

[70.]  Fleming,  J.  W.  C. — The  Second  Downfall  of  Napoleon  Buonaparte : 
a  Poem.  To  the  Reader.  [Written  for  the  •«  Budget  Box,"  by 
J.  W.  C.  Fleming  ?]    New  Bedford,  [1816.]     8°.    pp.11. 

[71.]  Fletcher,  S.  S. — A  Sermon,  on  the  Fanaticism  of  the  IVcsent  Age, 
in  which  is  shown  wherein  both  the  Literary  and  Religious  Past 
are  responsibTe ;  and  wherein  brought  to  bear  upon  the  Fatal 
Delusion  of  Millerism.  Deliyered  in  the  XJniyersalist  Church, 
New  Bedford,  Mass.,  Oct.  29, 1844.  By  Silas  S.  Fletcher.  New 
Bedford:    Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey.    1844.    8^.    pp.16. 

[72.]  French,  R. — Facts  and  Documents  in  the  case  of  Rey.  Charles  Mor- 
gridge  ;  with  the  Report  of  his  Committee.  By  R[odney] 
French.  Fall  Riyer,  1848.  8°.  pp.  56. 
The  Day  !  The  Hour,  and  the  Man !  [Campaign  Docximent,  adyo* 
eating  the  election  of  Rodney  French  to  the  office  of  Mayor  of 
N.  Bedford,  for  the  year  1855-56.  New  Bedlbrd :  1856.] 
Broadside. 

[73.]  French  Reyolution  (The) ;  including  a  Story,  founded  in  Fact,  of 
Leontine  and  Matilda :  a  Drama.  Written  &  Exhibited  in  the 
United  Fraternity,  at  Dartmouth  College,  1790  ;  Exhibited  also 
at  Windsor,  Vermont,  May,  1791.  Printed  at  New  Bedford, 
Massachusetts,  by  John  Spooner.    1793.    8^.    pp.  67. 

[74.]  Friendly  Visit  (A)  to  the  House  of  Mourning.  New  Bedford:  Printed 
and  sold  by  Abraham  Shearman,  Jr.    1805.    12^.    pp.  50. 

[75.]  Friends'  Academy. — Catalogue  of  the  Officers  and  Students  of  Friends' 
Academy,  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  for  the  Winter  Term,  1838-9. 
New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.  1839.  12°.  pp.  16. 
Catalogue  of  the  Friends'  Academy,  New  Bedford,  April,  1859. 
New  Bedford:  Printed  by  ^Benj.  Lindsey.  1859.  12°. 
pp.  16. 

[76.]  Frost,  D.,  Jr.— An  Address,  deliyered  Noy.  12,  1858,  before  the 
Temperance  Society  of  Canterbury,  Conn.  By  Daniel  Frost, 
Jun.  New  Bedford :  Re-printed,  by  B.  Lindsey  &  Son.  1829. 
8°.    pp.  24. 

[77.]  Fumess,  W.  H. — Christianity  a  Spirit.  Discourse  deliyered  at  tiie 
Ordination  of  Wm.  J.  Potter,  as  Pastor  oyer  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church  and  Society  in  New  Bedford,  Dec.  28,  1859.  By 
Wm.  H.  Fumess,  Minister  of  the  First  Unitarian  Congregational 
Church  in  Philadelphia.  Printed  for  the  Society.  New  Bed- 
ford, 1860.  V^.  pp.81. 
See  No.  67. 

[78.]    Oifford,  C. — ^Essays  on  Health,  Natural  and  Moral  Laws,  and  Edu- 
cation.   By  Clothier  Oifford,  [of  New  Bedford,]  teacher  of  Nat- 
ural and  Motal  Science,  adyocate  of  Region,  Purity,- Peaee, 
Temperance,  Christian  Union,  ke,    Boaton,  n.  d.    8°.    pp.  8. 
Girdwood,  Rer.  J.    See  No.  181.  ^ 
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[79.]  Greene,  T.  A. — An  Addrees,  delivered  before  the  Members  of  the 
New  Bedford  Lyceum,  at  their  Pirst  Meeting,  December  18th, 

1828.  By  Thomas  A.  Gtreene.  Published  by  Bequest  of  the 
Society.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Be^j.  T.  Congdon.  1829. 
8®.    pp.  19. 

[80.]  Qrinnell,  J. — Speech  of  Bir.  [Joseph]  Qrinnell,  of  MasBachuaetts,  on 
the  Tariff;  with  Statistical  Tablet  of  the  Whale  Fishery  of  the 
United  States.  DeliTered  in  the  House  of  Representatiyes  of  the 
United  States,  May  1,  1844.    Wash.  1844.    8''.    pp.  16. 

[81.]  Guano,  ito  Origin  and  Properties ;  with  a  Practical  Treatise  on  ita 
yalue  and  use ;  with  resulta,  proving  it  to  be  the  most  potent, 
portable,  and  the  cheapest  Manure  in  the  world.  New  Bed- 
ford:   Printed  by  Wm.  Young.    1845.    8^    pp.14. 

[82.]  Hall,  B.  W.— Arctic  RoTings ;  or  The  Adventures  of  a  New  Bedford 
Boy  on  Sea  and  Land.  By  Daniel  Weston  Hall.  Boston*  1861. 
12°.    pp.  171. 

[83.]  Harrington,  W.  H.  [«  Funguntum."]— Speech  of  Lieutenant  Will- 
iam H.  Harrington  at  the  [N.  Bedford  Militia]  Company  Elec- 
tion, Dec.  26,  1829.    New  Bedford:   [Printed  byBeig.Lindsey.] 

1829.  Ip.  12<'. 

Harrington's  Oration,  [delivered  in  New  Bedford,  July  4,  1833.  By 
William  H.  Harrington.    New  Bedford :     1838.]    Broadside. 

[84.]  Harris,  T.  M. — ^A  Sermon  preached  at  New  Bedford,  October 
26,  1814,  at  the  Ordination  of  Rev.  Ephraim  RandaU.  By 
Rev.  Thaddeus  Mason  Harris,  D.D.,  Pastor  of  the  First  Church 
in  Dorchester.  [Together  with  the  Charge,  by  the  Rev.  John 
Read,  D.D.,  of  Bridgewater,  and  the  Right  hand  of  Fellowship, 
by  the  Rev.  John  Pipon,  of  Taunton.]  New  Bedford :  Printed 
by  Be^j;  Lindsey.     1814.    8^.    pp.  39. 

[96,]  Hawes,  Mrs  E.— TIm  Harp  of  Acuahnet :  Poems,  by  Birs.  Eliza- 
beth Hawes.    Boston,  1838.    12^.    pp.  viii,  172. 

[86.]  Hawley,  S. — Reply  to  Elder  Knapp.  Open  Communion,  in  oppo- 
sition to  Restricted  Communion,  maintained.  The  substance  of 
two  Lectures,  delivered  in  New  Bedford,  on  Sabbath  Evenings, 
May  1st  and  8th,  1842.  By  Silas  Hawley.  New  Bedford: 
Beig.  Lindsey,  Printer.    1842.    8°.    pp.  36. 

[87.]  Hervey,  E.  W.^A  Catalogue  of  the  Planta  found  in  New  Bedford 
and  ito  vicinity ;  arranged  according  to  the  season  of  their  Flower- 
ing. By  £.  W.  Hervey.  New  Bedford:  Printed  by  E.An- 
thony.    1860.    8^.    pp.30. 

[88.]  Heywood,  J.  H. — ^Bvangdical  Character  of  Unitarian  Christianity. 
By  John  H.  Heywood,  Minister  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  Louis- 
ville, Ky.,  preached  July  3,  1869.  New  Bedford :  Be^j.  Lind- 
sey, Printer.    1869.    8^.    pp.  8. 

[89.J  Holmes,  A. — An  Address,  delivered  before  the  Members  of  the  Bar 
of  the  County  of  Bristol,  Mass.,  at  New  Bedford,  June  Term, 
1834.  By  Abrahsm  Holmes.  New  Bedford:  Printed  by  Beig. 
X.  Congdon.    1884.    8°.    pp.24. 
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[90.]  ^  Holmes,  S. — [ThankBgiving  Sermon.]    By  Syl Tester  Holmes.  New 
Bedford,  1814.    S^"  ? 
•  [A  Sermon  preached  at  the  Ordination  of  Freeman  P.  Howland, 

at  Hanson,  Oct.  25,  1826.] 
A  Sermon,  preached  at  the  Funeral  of  Hon.  Laban  Wheaton,  at 
Norton,  March  26,  1846.    By  Sylyester  Holmes,  Pastor  of  the 
Pacific  Congregational  Church,  New  Bedford.    Boston,  1846. 
8°.    pp.  24. 
A  Sermon,  deliyered  at  the  Foneral  of  Mr.  Shadrach  Standish,  No- 
yember,  1837.    Also,  a  Sermon,  preached  May,  1847,  after  the 
death  of  Mrs.  Averick  Parker,  wife  of  Hon.  John  A.  Parker. 
By  Sylyester  Holmes,  Pastor  of   the  Pacific    Congregational 
Church,  New  Bedford.    New  Bedford :    Benj.  Lindsey,  Printer. 
1847.    8o.    pp.27. 
Report  of  the  doinjgs  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Council  conyened  May 
14,   1850,  to  act.  upon  the  dismission  of  the  Bey.  Sylyester 
Holmes,  Pastor  of  the  Pacific  Church,  in  New  Bedford.    New 
Bedford :    Printed  by  E.  Anthony.    1850.    8°.    pp.  15. 
A  Statement  concerning  the  Recent  Assault  upon  the  Character  of 
the  Rey.  Sylyester  Holmes,  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.    Bostop, 
1851.    SP.    pp.46. 

[91.]  Horton,  S.  J.— «  Prayer  the  only  True  Relief  for  the  Afflicted."  A 
Sermon,  preached  in  Grace  Church,  New  Bedford,  the  Sixteenth 
Sunday  after  Trinity,  September  15th,  1850.  By  Sanford  J. 
Horton,  Rector.  (Printed  by  Request,  for  Priyate  Circulation.) 
Proyidence,  1850.  8°.  pp.  16. 
[With  an  Appendix,  containing  an  Obituary  Notice  of  Mrs.  Annm 
E.  Horton,  wife  of  the  Rector.] 

[92.]  Howard,  M.  S. — ^The  Christian  Neyer  Dies.  A  Sermon  occasioned 
by  the  death  of  Deacon  Samuel  Staples ;  preached  in  South 
Dartmouth,  March  9th,  1862.  By  Rey.  Martin  S.  Howard, 
Pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Published  by  Request. 
New  Bedford :  E.  Anthony,  Printer.  1862.  8°.  pp.  15. 
Light  in  the  Eyening  Time.  A  Sermon  occasioned  by  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Betsy,  wife  of  Deacon  Matthews  Thacher.  Pteached  in 
South  Dartmouth,  Aug.  10th,  1862.  By  Rey.  Martin  S.  Howard, 
Pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Published  by  Request. 
New  Bedford:  S.  Anthony,  Printer.  1862.  8^.  pp.16. 
The  Diyine  Sanction — ^The  Basis  of  Human  Success.  A  Sermon 
preached  in  South  Dartmouth  on  the  occasion  of  the  Aww^ni 
Thanksgiying,  Noy.  27,  1862.  By  Rey.  Martin  S.  Howard, 
Pastor  of  the  Congregadonal  Church.  Published  by  Re- 
quest. New  Bedford:  £•  Anthony,  Ptinter.  1862.  8®, 
pp.  28. 

[98.]    Howe,  W. — Catalogue  of  Library  Books  for  Sale,  or  Circulationf 
by  William  Howe.    [New  Bedford.    1829.]    12<'.    pp.26. 

[94.]    Howland,  R.— The  Christian  Reader.    Gleanings  from  diyers  fields. 
A  New  Miscellany,  intended  for  a  first-clasi  Book  in  Schooliy 
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and  for  general  distribution  in  Families.    [Compiled  by  Rachel 
Rowland.]    Boston,  1856.    12'^.    pp.  363. 
[95,]    Ii  the  Harbor  of  New  Bedford  of  any  Importance  to  its  Inhabitants  ? 
New  Bedford  :    Printed  by  E.  Anthony.    [1854  ?]     8^.    pp.  8. 
[Reprint  of  the  Surrey  of  New  Bedford  Harbor,  1853.] 
[96.]    Kelley,  J.  F.— History  of  the  New  Bedford  Churches.     [Dy  J.  Fil- 
more  Kelley.]    New  Bedford:    Printed  by  E.  Anthony.    1854. 
8°.    pp.  74. 
New  Bedford  Traders  in  Rhyme.    [By  J.  Filmore  Kelley.]    New 

Bedford:    Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.     1860.    12^.    pp.  23. 
Sketches  of  the  Members  of  the  Municipal  Qovernment,  New  Bed- 
ford, for  the  year  1861.    [By  J.  FUmore  Kelley.]    New  Bedford : 
Printed  [by  Bei^*.  Lindsey]  at  the  office  of  the  Shipping  List. 
1861.     12^     pp.24. 
[97.]  *  Kempis,  T.  a. — Of  the  Imitation  of  Christ.    In  three  Books.   Trans- 
lated from  the  Latin  of  Thomas  a  Kempis.    By  John  Payne. 
New  Bedford:    Published  by  Abraham   Shearman,  Jr.    1802. 
12°.    pp.  287.     [«<An  Ed.  of  oyer  1200  copies  printed."] 
The  same.    Second  Edition.    New  Bedford :    Published  by  Abra- 
ham SLearman,  Jr.    Printed  in  Boston,  by  E.  Lincoln.    1805. 
12°.    pp.  Tin,  256. 
The  Valley  of  Lilies,  and  the  Soliloquy  of  the  Soul.    A  new  trans- 
lation from  the  Latin  of  Thomas  a  Kempis,  Author  of  ''The 
Imitation  of  Christ."    New  Bedford :    Printed  and  sold  by  A. 
Shearman,  Jr.    1807.    12°.    pp.  tUi,  252.     [A  set  was  formed 
of  some  copies  of  the  last  two  yolumes,  with  an  additional  title, 
<<  Works  of  lliomas)i  Kempis,"  prefixed.] 
[98.]  *  Kempton,  J.  D. — The  Golden  Age.    A  Monthly  Magazine  of  Refined 
Literature.    John  D.  Kempton,  Publisher  and  Proprietor.    New 
Bedford:    Printed  by  Chas.  H.  Kingsford.    1850.    8°. 
[First  number  pub.  May,  1850.    Continued  some  months  in  N.  Bed- 
ford ;  afterwards  pub.  in  Boston.    Discontinued  1852 }] 
[99.]    Kielblock,  F.— Libretto  to  Miles  Standish.    By  Franz  Kielblock. 
[The  Poems,  by  Chas.  T.  Congdon.]    New  Bedford :    Printed  by 
Benj.  Lindsey.     1860.    12°.    pp.  15. 
[100.]    Ladies'  Tract  Society. — Annual  Meeting  of  the  Ladies'  Tract  and 
City  Missionary  Society ;  with  the  Annual  Report  of  T.  R.  Den- 
nison,  and  Treasurer's  Report ;  also  a  Synopsis  of  the  Address 
of  Rey.  H.  W.  Parker.   New  Bedford:    Printed  by  E.  Anthony. 
1857.    8°.    pp.  8. 
Eighth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Ladies'  City  Tract  and  Missionary 
Society ;  with  the  Annual  Report  of  T.  R.  Dennison,  and  Secre- 
tary's Report;   also  the  Address  of  Rer.  J.  P.  Tustin.    New 
Bedford:    Printed  by  S.  Anthony.    1861.    8°.    pp.7. 
See  No.  180. 
[101.]    Laws  of  New  Bedford  South  School,  6th  mo.  1808.    [New  Bedford : 

Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.    1808.]    12°.    pp.  8. 
[102.]    Laws  (The)  ci  Siafconset,  a  Ballad,  proposed  with  a  Hpe  of  Tobacco, 
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as  an  Evening's  Amusement  to  the  Fishermen.  (To  the  Tune 
"Vicar  of  Bray.")  By  a  Friend  of  Native  Simplicity.  (First 
Published  in  1797.)  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey. 
1845.    8°.    pp.  8. 

[103.]  ^  Lindsey,  H, — New  Bedford  Harbor  Signal  Book.    [Compiled  by 
Henry  Lindsey.]    New  Bedford:    Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey. 
[1843 }]     12^. 
[Various  Editions  Revised  and  Corrected.    The  last  Compiled  by 
Geo.  Q.  Coffin.     1860.     12<^.    pp.  12.] 

[104.]  Lyceum. — Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  New-Bedford  Lyceum. 
Adopted  November  27,  1828.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Benj. 
T.  Congdon.  1829.  8°.  pp.  6. 
General  Directions  for  Collecting  and  Preserving  Articles  in  the 
various  Departments  of  Natural  History  :  Respectfully  submit- 
ted by  the  Lyceum,  New  Bedford,  Massachusetts,  to  the  atten- 
tion of  Travellers,  Sea-faring  Men,  and  all  Lovers  of  Nature  and 
of  Nature's  Handy  Works,  who  are  willing  to  lend  their  Aid  in 
promoting  the  Cause  of  Science,  and  advancing  the  Progress  of 
the  Arts.  New  Bedford  :  Printed  by  J.  C.  Parmenter.  1837. 
8^.  pp.  8. 
Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  Lyceum  of  the  town  of  New  Bed- 
ford, as  adopted  May  29,  1860.  With  aXUt  of  the  Members, 
and  of  the  Officers  for  the  year  1860-61.  \jgtfa  Sketch  of  the 
Origin  and  Progress  of  the  Lyceum,  by  Jas.  B.  Congdon.]  New 
Bedford:  Printed  by  E.  Anthony.  1860.  12<>.  pp.20. 
See  No.  79. 

[105.]  Mackie,  A.,  Jr. — An  Address  to  the  Members  and  Visitors  of  Acush- 
net  Division,  No.  87,  Sons  of  Temperance,  by  Andrew  Mackie, 
Jr.,  M.  A.,  on  the  occasion  of  his  Induction  into  the  office  of 
Worthy  Patriarch;  October  7th,  1862.  Published  by  Request. 
New  Bedford :    E.  Anthony,  Printer.     1862.    8^.    pp.  20. 

[105a.]  *  Macy,  B.  F. — Lecture  on  Mysterious Knockings,  Mesqierism,  fto., 
with  a  brief  History  of  the  Old  Stone  Mill,  and  a  Prediction  of  its 
Fall ;  delivered  before  the  Anti-Quarian  Society  at  Newport, 
R.  L,  Feb.  14,  1851.  By  Professor  Benjamin  Franklin  Macy, 
LL.D.,  Professor  of  Mesmerism.    [Newport,  1851.]     8°.    pp.8. 

[106.]  *  Marauder  ^The) :  an  Original  Tale  of  the  Seventeenth  Century. 
New  Bedford :  [Printed  by  J.  C.  Meloher,  at  the  Office  of  the 
New  England  GaaeUe.]     1823.    12^"  ? 

[107.]  Morriatt,  J. — ^Poems,  by  John  Morriatt.  To  which  is  prefixed  a 
Short  Account  of  the  Author,  including  Extracts  from  some  of 
hisLeUers.  Printed  in  England,  1803.  New-Bedford:  Re- 
printed bj  A.  Shearman,  Jr.    1805.    12^.    pp.  xlii,  141. 

[108.]  «  Mendall,  P.  H.— The  New  Bedford  Practical  Receipt  Book.    By 
P[hebe]  H.  Mendall.    New  Bedford :    Chas.  Taber  ft  Co.    B. 
Anthony,  Printer.    1859.    IT.    pp.  99. 
•  The  same.    New  and  Revised  Edition.     New  Bedford :    Chas. 
Taber  ft  do.    E.  Anthony,  Printer.   1862.    ISf^.    pp,  86. 
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[109.]    Mifflin,  W. — A  Serious  Expostulation  with  the  Members  of  the 
House  of  Representatiyes  of  the  United   States.    By  Warner 
Mifflin.    Philadelphia,  Printed :    Re-printed  by  J.  Spooner,  in" 
New  Bedford.    1793.    12^.    pp.  16. 
[A  Remonstrance  against  the  action  of  the  House  on  his  Memorial  re- 
specting the  Abolition  of  Slayery.] 

[110.]  Minutes  of  the  New  England  Annual  Conference,  of  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  held  in  the  city  of  New  Bedford, 
Mass.,  from  June  10th  to  the  21st,  1852.  New  Bedford :  Printed 
by  Benj,  Lindsey.    1852.    8°.   pp.  15. 

[111.]  *  Miscellanies,  Moral  and  Instructive;  in  Prose  and  Terse  from 
yarious  Authors.    Designed  for  the  use  of  Schools,  and  Improve- 
ment of  young  persons  of  both  sexes.    New  Bedford :    Printed 
by  John  Spooner.    1794.    12^.   pp.  200. 
Mitchell,  Rer.  Walter.    See  Nos.  21, 67. 

[112.]  *  Morgridge,  C. — A  Discourse  on  the  Reciprocal  Duties  of  a  Minis- 
ter and  his  People ;  deliyered  at  the  opening  of  the  Christian 
Chapel  in  Salem,  May  1st,  1828.  By  Charles  Morgridge.  Bos- 
ton, 1828.  12^.  pp.  24. 
The  True  Believer's  Defence  against  charges  preferred  by  Trinita- 
rians, for  not  believing  in  the  Divinity  of  Christ,  the  Deity  of 
Christ,  the  Trinity,  ftc.^  By  Charles  Morgridge,  Minister  of 
the  First  Christian  Church,  in  New  Bedford.  New  Bedford  : 
Published  by  Wm.  Howe.  Printed  by  J.  C.  Parmenter.  1837. 
12°.  pp.168. 
Appendix  to  the  '*  True  Believer's  Defence";  or,  A  Reply  to  <*  The 
True  Faith  Yindioated,"  a  work  purporting  to  have  been  writ- 
ten by  Phineas  Crandall,  Pastor  of  the  Second  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  in  New  Bedford.  By  the  Author  of  the  Defence 
[Rev.  Chas.  Morgridge.]  New  Bedford,  Wm.  Howe-:  Printed 
by  J.  C.  Parmenter.  1837.  12°.  pp.60. 
See  Nos.  49, 72. 

[118.]    Morison,  J.  H. — A  Sermon,  preached  before  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Society,  in  New  Bedford,  Sunday  Morning,  Nov.  27, 
1842.    By  John  H.  Morison.    Not  Published.    New  Bedford  : 
Benj.  Lindsey,  Printer.    1842.    pp.  16. 
[Occasioned  by  the  Death  of  Mary,  and  of  Edward  Everett,  children 

of  John  H.  and  Sarah  P.  Clifford.] 
Memoir  of  Robert  Swun.  [By  John  H.  Morison.  With  an  Appen- 
dix :  Extract  from  Mr.  Peabody's  Sermon ;  Extracts  from  let- 
ters received /rom  two  of  his  friends,  after  his  death.  Boston.] 
1846.  12°.  pp.  [iv,]  259. 
The  same.  [With  a  Preface.]  Boston,  Jas .  Munroe  &  Co.  1847. 
12°.    pp,  [viii,]  259. 

[This  edition  was  published  for  general  oiroulation;  Of  the  first 
edition  a  small  number  of  copies  was  printed  for  the  use  of 
his  friends  only.]  * 

[114.]  •  Morse,  W.— On  Berhnhi  of  Religion.    A  Sermon  deUvered  in 
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New  Bedford,  April  17,  1831.  By  WUliam  Morie,  (Teacher 
of  Uniyersaliun.)  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Benj.  T.  Cong- 
don.    1831.    8°?    pp.20. 

[1 16.]    Mudge,  E. — A  Series  of  Lectures  particularly  adapted  to  Toung 

People ;  and  now  published  for  the  special  use  of  Seamen.    By 

Enoch  Mudge,  Minister  of   the  New-Bedford  Port  Society. 

New  Bedford:    J.  C.  Parmenter, Printer.    1836.   12°.   pp.111. 

An  Address  to  Sailors.    [By  Enoch  Mudge.   New  Bedford,]  n.  d. 

8°.    pp.  8. 
See  No.  131. 

[116.]  *  Murray,  L. — ^The  Power  of  Religion  on  the  Mind,  in  Retirement, 
Affliction,  and  at  the  Approach  of  Death :  Exemplified  in  the 
Testimonies  and  Experience  of  persons  distinguished  by  their 
greatness,  learning,  or  yirtue.  [By  Lindley  Murray.]  New 
Bedford :    Printed  by  Abraham  Shearman.    1800.    12<'.t 

[117.]  Nanscawen,  W.— A  copy  of  the  Valuation  of  Taxrble  Property  in 
the  city  of  New  Bedford,  and  the  Tax  for  the  year  1849.  Pre- 
pared by  Wm.  Nanscawen.  New  Bedford:  Printed  by  E. 
Anthony.    1850.    8°.    pp.  48. 

[118.]  Neukomm,  S. — Dayid:  an  Oratorio,  in  two  Parts.  Composed  by 
Cheyalier  Sigismond  Neukomm.  To  be  performed  by  the  New 
Bedford  Haydn  Society,  on  [Tuesday]  Evening,  [Oct.  9, 1838,] 
at  BeT.  Mr.  Roberts'  Church.    Boston,  1838.    8^.    pp.  8. 

[119.]  New  Bedford  Young  Men's  Christian  Association^^  List  of  Officers ; 
[and  object  of  the  Association.]  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  S, 
Anthony.    1853.    1  p.  8^. 

[120.]    North  Congregational  Church. — The  Confession  of  Faith  and  Core- 
nant,  adopted  and  used  by  the  [North]  Congregational  Church 
in  New  Bedford.    Published  at  the  Request,  and  lor  the  use  of 
the  Members  of  said  Church.    New  Bedford :    Printed  by  BenJ. 
Llndsey.    1823.    12°.   pp.  11. 
The  Confession  of  Faith  and  Coyenant  adopted  and  used  by  the 
[North]  Congregational  Church  in  New  Bedford.    Printed  at 
the  Bequest,  and  for  the  Members  of  said  Church.    New  Bed- 
ford:   Printed  by  Benj.  Llndsey;    1844.    12°.    pp.  12.* 
[Reprint  of  the  Ed.  of  1823 ;  with  ••  The  Christian's  Duty"  added.] 
'  Catalogue  of  Books  belonging  to  the  Sabbath  School  Library  of 
the  North  Congregational  Church.    New  Bedford :    Printed  by 
Benj.  Lindsey.    1840.    8°.    pp.11. 

[121.]  Ogden,  G.  W.—A  Letter  to  Hull  Barton,  an  Excommunicated 
Member  from  the  Society  of  Friends;  now  a  New  Light 
Preacher  :^  Shewing,  First,  that  he  has  nerer  been  called  by 
God,  to  the  work  of  the  Gospel  Ministry ;  Secondly,  that  he  it 
not  qualified  for  that  work ;  and  Thirdly,  that  the  Doctrine  he 
exhibits  is  that  of  Ranterism,  and  consequently  in  direct  oppo- 
sition to  the  Gospel  of  Christ.  By  his  Friend  Notus  Nimini 
[George  W.  Ogden.]  [New  Bedford,]  1823.  8°.  pp.12,  O^^J 
Letttn  from  th«  Westy  oompriaing  a  Tour  through  th«  Wetttm 
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Country,  and  a  Kesldence  of  two  Siunmera  in  the  States  of  Ohio 
and  Kentucky:  Originally  written  in  Letters  to  a  Brother. 
By  George  W.  Ogden.  New  Bedford  :  Published  by  Melchcr 
&  Rogers,  Water  Street.    1823.     12^.    pp.  126. 

[122.]  [Order  of  the  Procession  of  «<  The  Inyincibles,"  July  4, 1860.  New 
Bedford:    Printed  by  Benj. Lindsey.]     1860.     1  p,  8"^. 

[123.]  Orphans'  Home. — Ninth  Annual  Report  of  the  Managers  of  the 
«  Orphans'  Home."  New  Bedford  :  Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey. 
1852.  12^.  pp.  8. 
Tenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Managers  of  the  New  Bedford  Orphans'- 
Home.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.  1853.  8^. 
pp.  16. 
See  No.  127. 

[124.]  *  Osbom,  8. — An  Oration  commemoratiye  of  American  Lidepen- 
dence,  detiyered  to  a  Republican  Audience  at  New  Bedford, 
[Fairhayen,]  July  4,  1810.  By  Sellick  Osbom.  Boston, 
1810.    8°. 

[126.]  Parker,  H.  W.— Verse.  By  H.  W.  P.  [Henry  W.  Parker.]  Boston, 
1862.  12^.  pp.  144. 
•  The  Despised  Race.  A  Discourse,  preached  in  the  Salem  Baptist 
Church,  New  Bedford,  December  28,  1862.  By  Henry  W.  Par- 
ker, Pastor  of  the  North  Congregational  Church,  New  Bedford, 
Mas^  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Fessenden  &  Baker.  1863. 
BP,  pp.  16. 
See  No.  100. 

[126.]  *  Parsons,  T. — Christianity  a  System  of  Peace,  in  two  Letters.  By 
Thomas  Parsons,  a  Minister  of  the  Baptist  Society,  in  England. 
New  Bedford :    Published  by  A.  Shearman,  Jr.    1814.    12^. 

[127.]  Peabody,  E.-^A  Discourse  deliyered  at  the  First  Public  Meeting 
of  the  New  Bedford  Orphans'  Home,  Dec.  7, 1842,  by  Ephraim 
Peabody.  Boston,  1842.  S^,  pp.  30. 
Eulogy  on  William  Henry  Harrison,  late  President  of  the  United 
States,  deliyered  before  the  Citizens  of  New  Bedford,  April  27, 
1841.  By  Ephraim  Peabody.  New  Bedford:  Pub.  by  Wm. 
Howe.  Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.  1841.  8^.  pp.  39. 
See  No.  113. 

[128.]  •  Perry,  B.  C— A  Treatise  on  the  Human  Hair  and  its  Diseases. 
By  Bela  C.  Perry.  New  Bedford  :  Published  by  Charles 
Taber&Co.    [Printed  by  E.  Anthony.]    1859.    12^.   pp.192. 

[129.]  Petition  of  George  Howland,  Jr.,  and  others,  to  widen  the  Draw  of 
the  New  Bedford  Bridge,  from  thirty-one  to  sixty  feet.  Speech 
of  Hon.  Robert  Rantoul,  Jr.,  before  the  Joint  Legislatiye  Com- 
mittee on  Mercantile  Afiairs  and  Insurance,  Boston,  March  25, 
1851.  Hon.Benj.Seayer,  Chairman  of  Committee.  Hon.  Robert 
Rantoul,  Jr.,  for  the  Petitioners.  Thomaa  D.  Eliot,  Esq.,  for 
the  Respondents.  Phonographic  Report  of  Dr.  Jaa .  W.  Stone. 
Boston,  1851.    8^.    pp.  16. 

[130.]    Plain  BUtement  (A)  of  Faetfi  or,  Hittorj  of  the  DiAenltiei  exist- 
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iaf  a  tlM  Whig  Ftitj  of  K«w  Bedford*  Ibr  tb*  past  two 
jeus.  Printed  bj  order  of  the  Committee.  New  Bedford, 
1849.  8°.  pp.15. 
[131.]  Fdrt  Society.— First  Anniial  Bcport  of  the  Boerd  off  Managers  of 
the  New  Bedford  Port  Societj  Ibr  the  Moral  Improyement  of 
*^tf*'y**  Presented  at  their  Annual  Meeting,  June  7»  1831 ; 
[witii  the  Constitution  of  the  Societj,  and  list  of  Officers.] 
New  Bedford:  Printed  bj  Benj.  T.  Congdon.  1831.  8°. 
^.24. 

Second  Annual  Beport  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  New  Bed- 
lord  Port  Societj  Ibr  the  Moral  Improrement  of  Seamen,  Maj 
3, 1832 ;  [with  the  Act  of  Incorporation,  Bj-Laws,  and  list  of 
Offioers.]  New  Bedford:  Printed  bj  Beig.  T.  Congdon.  1832. 
8^.   pp.  16. 

Third  Aiwiwi  Report  of  the  ExecutiTe  Board  of  the  New  Bedford 
Port  Societj  for  the  Moral  Improvement  of  Seamen.  Presented 
Norember  6, 1832,  New  Bedford :  Printed  bj  Be^j.  T.  Cong- 
don.    1832.    8^.    pp.  8. 

Fourth  Annual  Beport  of  the  EzecutiTe  Board  of  the  New  Bedford 
Port  Societj  for  the  Moral  ImproTement  of  Seamen.  Presented 
NoTcmber  5,  1833.  New  Bedford :  Printed  bj  Be^j.  T.  Cong- 
don.    1833.    pp.  12. 

Filth  Aw^iwi  Beport  of  the  SxecutiTe  Board  of  the  New  Bedford 
Port  Societj  for  the  Moral  Improrement  of  Seamen.  Presented 
Norember  4,  1834.  New  Bedford :  Printed  bj  Beig.  T.  Cong- 
don.    1835.    8P.    pp.  15. 

Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Executiye  Board  of  the  New  Bedford 
Port  Societj  for  tiie  Moral  Improvement  of  Seamen.  Presented 
Not.  5, 1835.  New  Bedford:  Printed  bj  Be^j.  T.  Congdon. 
1836.    9P.    pp.11. 

Serenth  AimnMi  Report  of  the  ExecutiTe  Board  of  the  New  Bedford 
Port  Societj  for  the  Moral  Improrement  of  Seamen.  Presented 
Not.  5,  1836.  [Written  bj  Jas.  B.  Congdon.]  New  Bedford: 
Printed  bj  J.  C.  Paimenter.    1836.    8^.    pp.16. 

Eighth  Annual  Report  of  the  ExecutiTe  Board  of  the  New  Bedford 
Port  Societj,  for  the  Moral  ImproTement  of  Seamen.  Presented 
Not.  6, 1837.  New  Bedford:  Printed  bj  J.  C.Parmenter.  1837. 
8^.    pp.  i2. 

Beport  of  the  Ladies'  Branch  of  the  Port  Societj,  on  the  subject  of 
their  Clothing  Store  in  New  Bedford.  Presented  March  8,  1838, 
Published  bj  Order  of  the  Societj.  New  Bedford:  [Printed 
bj  J.  C.  Parmenter.]     1838.    8°.    pp.  15. 

Ninth  Annual  Report  id  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  New  Bedford 
Port  Societj,  for  the  Moral  ImproTement  of  Seamen.  Presented 
Not.  6,  1838.  New  Bedford :  Printed  bj  BeoJ.  lindsej.  1838. 
8°.    pp.  8. 

Tenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managsn  of  the  New  Bedford 
Port  Societj,  for  the  Monl  ImpioTement  of  SfMien.   Presented 
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Oct.  6,  1839.  New  Bedford:  FrintedbjBenj.  Lindsey.  1840* 
8°.  pp.  6. 
Snow,  T.  W. — Address,  deliyered  before  the  New  Bedford  Port 
Society  fbr  the  Moral  Improyement  of  Seamen,  at  an  adjournment 
of  their  Annual  Meeting,  Noyember  7th,  1839.  By  Rey.  Theo- 
dore W,  Snow.  Published  at  the  Request  of  the  Ezecutiye  Board 
of  said  Society.  [Also  the  Act  of  Incorporation  and  By-Laws 
of  the  Society.]    New  Bedford:    Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey. 

1840.  8^    pp.23. 

Eleyenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  New  Bed- 
ford I'ort  Society  for  the  Moral  Improyement  of  Seamen.  Pre- 
sented to  the  Society  at  their  Annual  Meeting,  Oct.  13,  1840. 
New  Bedford:    Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.    1840.    8"^.   pp.11. 

Report  of  the  Ladies'  Branch  of  the  Port  Society,  on  the  subject  of 
their  Clothing  Store.    New  Bedford :    Printed  by  Beig.  Lindsey. 

1841.  8<'.    pp.8. 

Twelfth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  New  Bed- 
ford Port  Society,  for  the  Moral  Improyement  of  Seamen.  Pre- 
sented to  the  Society,  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  October  12th, 

1841.  New  Bedford :    Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.    1842.    8°. 
pp.  10. 

Thirteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  New 
Bedford  Port  Society  for  the  Moral  Improyement  of  Seamen. 
Presented  to  the  Society  at  their  Annual  Meeting,  October  12th, 

1842.  New  Bedford:    Printed  by  Bexy.  Lindsey.    1842.    8"". 
pp.  18. 

Wayland,  F. — ^The  Claims  of  Whalemen  on  Christian  Beneyolence : 
a  Discourse  deliyered  in  the  Baptist  Church,  William  Street,  at 
the  Request  of  the  New  Bedford  Port  Society,  on  the  Eyening 
of  Noyember  20th,  1842.  By  Francis  Wayland.  New  Bedford : 
Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.    1843.    8°.    pp.  26. 

Mudge,  B. — ^This  Tract  is  the  Substance  of  the  Farewell  Discourse 
of  Rey.  Enoch  Mudge,  deliyered  before  the  New  Bedford  Port 
Society,  July  14,  1844,  and  Published  by  the  Ezecutiye  Board, 
for  distribution  among  Seamen,    Lynn,  [1844.]     12^.    pp.11. 
[The  Reports  for  1843-47  were  not  printed.] 

Weiss,  J. — ^The  Claims  of  Seamen.  An  Address,  deliyered  at  the 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  New  Bedford  Port  Society,  December 
10,  1848.  By  Rey.  John  Weiss.  With  the  Society's  Nineteenth 
Annual  Report.  Published  by  yote  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 
Boston,  1849.     12^.  pp.  35. 

Eldridge,  A. — The  Character  and  Claims  of  Seamen.  An  Address. 
Deliyered  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  New  Bedford  Port  Society, 
February  10,  1860.  By  Rey.  Axariah  Eldridge.  lYith  the 
Twentieth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers.  [Written 
by  Jas.  B.  Congdon.]  Published  by  yote  of  the  Executiye  Board. 
New  Bedford:  Chas.  k  Augustus  Taber.  [Printed  by  Beig. 
Idndaey.]   I860.   99.  pp.  24. 
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Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  New  Bedford'Port  Society 
for  the  Moral  Improyement  of  Seamen.  Presented  January  30, 
1862.  [Written  by  Jas.  B.  Congdon.]  With  the  Charter  and 
By-Laws  of  the  Society,  and  a  List  of  its  Life  Members  and  Offi- 
cers.   New  Bedford:  Printed  by  Benj.Lindsey.  1862.  8°.  pp.82. 

Eliot,  T.  D.— An  Address  before  the  New  Bedford  Port  Society,  at 
a  Public  Meeting  of  that  Association,  April  29,  1866.  By  the 
Hon.  Thomas  D.  Eliot.  Published  by  Bequest  of  the  New  Bed- 
ford Port  Society.  To  which  is  added  the  Twenty-Fifth  Annual 
Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  [Written  by  Jas.  B.  Congdon,] 
and  a  List  of  the  Officers  of  the  Society,  for  the  year  1866.  New 
Bedford :    Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.    1866.    8°.    pp*  29. 

Twenty-Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  New 
Bedford  Port  Society,  January  26,  1866.  [Written  by  Jas.  B. 
Congdon.]  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  E.  Anthony.  1866. 
8*'.  pp.  8. 

Craig,  W. — An  Address  delivered  before  the  New  Bedford  Port 
Society,  on  the  occasion  of  its  Twenty-Seyenth  Anniyersary, 
February  16th,  1867.  By  Rey.  Wheelock  Craig.  With  the  An- 
nual Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers.  [Written  by  Frederic 
A.  Washburn.]  Published  by  Request  of  the  Bxecutiye  Board. 
New  Bedford  :    Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.    1867.    8°.    pp.  27. 

Gird  wood,  J. — An  Address  deliyered  before  the  New  Bedford  Port 
Society,  on  the  occasion  of  its  Twenty-Eighth  Anniyersary,  Feb- 
ruary 28th,  1868.  By  Rey.  John  Qirdwood.  With  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers.  [Written  by  Edmund  Rod- 
man.] Published  by  Request  of  the  Ezecutiye  Board.  New 
Bedford:    Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.     1868.    8^.    pp.24. 

Twenty-Ninth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the 
New  Bedford  Port  Society  for  the  Moral  Improyement  of  Sea- 
men. Also  the  Report  of  the  Seamen's  Bethel  Sunday-School. 
[With  the  ••  Order  of  Proceedings  "  at  the  «  Public  Meeting"  of 
the  Society,  April  17,  1869,  inserted.]  New  Bedford :  Printed 
by  E.Anthony.     1869.    8^.    pp.22. 

Thirtieth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  X)f  the  New  Bed- 
fort  Port  Society  for  the  Moral  Improyement  of  Seamen.  Pre- 
sented and  Accepted  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  January  27,  1860, 
and  Read  at  the  Public  Meeting,  February  12,  1860.  New  Bed- 
ford :    Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.     1860.    SP,    pp.  16. 

Thirty-First  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  New 
Bedford  Port  Society  for  the  Moral  Improyement  of  Seamen. 
Presented  and  Accepted  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  Jan.  26,  1861 ; 
and  Read  at  the  Public  Meeting,  Jan.  27,  1861.  [With  Jas.  B. 
Congdon's  Address  to  the  Board  at  the  Regular  Quarterly  Meet- 
ing, June  29,  1860,  in  relation  to  the  death  of  Mrs.  Sarah  R. 
Arnold.]  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  E.  Anthony.  1861.  89, 
pp.  16. 

Thii^-Second  Annual  Report  of  the  New  Bedford  Port  Society  for 
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tbe  Moral  ImproTement  ef  Seamen,  Jan.  81,  1862.  With  an 
Address,  bj  BeT«  WilUam  B.  Studlej,  before  the  Anniyersary 
Meeting.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Pessenden  &  Baker.  1862. 
B9*    pp.  16. 

Thirty-Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  New 
Bedford  Port  Society,  for  the  Moral  Improyement  of  Seamen. 
Presented  and  accepted  at  the  Annnal  Meeting,  January  30th, 
1868,  and  Read  at  the  Public  Meeting,  February  16th,  1863. 
[With  an  Appendix,  containing  a  concise  History  of  the  So- 
ciety.] New  Bedford:  Printed  by  Pessenden  &  Baker.  1863. 
S9.  pp.  16, 
[182.]  Forteus,  B. — ^A  Summary  of  the  Principal  Eyidences  for  the  Truth 
and  Biyine  Origin  of  the  Christian  Reyelation.  Designed  chiefly 
for  the  use  of  Young  Persons.  By  Beilby  [Porteus],  Lord 
Bishop  of  London.  Prom  the  Fourth  London  Edition.  New 
Bedford:  Printed  by  Abraham  Shearman,  Jr.  1802.  12^. 
pp.  yiii,  180. 
[188.]  Posted  Up,  or  the  Triumphs  of  Ways  and  Means.  Published  by 
Robert  Tilden.  New  Bedford :  Printed  in  Boston,  1860.  12^. 
pp.24. 
[184.]  Potter,  W.  J. — Discourse.  [Preached  in  the  First  Congregational 
Church,  New  Bedford,  Sunday,  May  13,  I860.]  By  Wm.  J. 
Potter.  New  Bedford:  (Not Published.)  Printed  by  Benj. 
Lindsey.    1860.    8^.    pp.  18. 

[Occasioned  by  the  Death  of  Mrs.  Sarah  R.  Arnold,  to  whose 
Memory  it  is  dedicated.  Prefixed  is  an  Obituary  Notice  of  Mrs. 
Arnold  firom  the  New  Bedford  Mercury.] 

The  Same.    Second  Edition.    New  Bedford  :     Printed  by  Benj. 
Lindsey.    1860.    99. 

The  Same.    Third  Edition.    New  Bedford  :    [Printed  by  E.  An- 
thony.]    1860.    8^.    pp.  17. 

The  Inner  Light  and  Culture :   an  Address,  deliyered  before  the 

Alumni  Association  of  Friends'  New  England  Yearly  Meeting 

/  School,  at  their   Third   Annual  Meeting  at  Newport,  1861. 

By  William  J.  Potter.    New  Bedford :    Benj.  Lindsey,  Printer. 

1861.    8^    pp.  16. 

A  Pulpit  View  of  the  Businesa  Interests  of  our  City.    Second  dis- 
courae  on  this  subject  in  the  Unitarian  Church,  Sunday  Morn- 
ing, Jan.  25,  [1863.]    By  Rey.  Wm.  J.  Potter.    1  p.  4''. 
[Re-printed  from  the  New  Bedlicnrd  Daily  Mercury.] 

See  No.  77. 
[18i.l  Frentisa»  G.  L.— An  Address,  deliyered  before  the  New  Bedford 
Dorcas  Society,  on  Sunday  Evening,  October  15,  1848.  By  Rey. 
Geo.  L.  Prentiss,  Pastor  of  <he  Trinitarian  Chnreh.  Published 
by  Request  of  the  Society.  New  Bedford  s  Chas.  &  Augustus 
Uber.    184S.    8^.    pp.24. 

Eulogy  on  the  life  and  Character  of  Oen.  Zaehary  Taylor,  late 
FniidMit  of  te  Ualtsd  Btates,  daliTerad  by  Requeat  of  the  City 
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GoTenunent  of  New  Bedford,  August  6th,  18iM).    By  Qeo.  L. 
PrentitB.    New  Bedford:    Printed  by    Benj.  Lindsey.    1860. 
y>.    pp.  47. 
See  No.  2. 

[186.]  [Prooeedinge  at  a  Meeting  of  Salt  Manuftustoren,  oonTened  at  New 
Bedford,  Dec.  18  &  19,  1827,  to  take  into  conaideration  the  pro* 
posed  redaction  of  the  duty  on  imported  Salt ;  with  the  report 
of  their  Conunittee  on  the  subject,  read  and  approred,  Dec.  19. 
Paul  Spooner,  Chairman ;  Abr'm  Shearman,  Jr.,  Secretary ; 
Jas.  Arnold  and  Thos.  A.  Qreene,  Committee.  New  Bedford : 
Printed  by  Benj.  T.  Congdon.    1827.]    99,    pp.  8. 

[187.]  PMceedings  of  a  County  Conyention  of  Delegates  fSrom  aU  the 
Towns  in  Bristol  County,  held  at  Taunton,  Oetober  Uth,  1837, 
[for  the  nomination  of  Senators  for  the  County.]  New  Bedford : 
Printed  by  J.  C.  Parmenter.    1837.    S^.    pp.  16. 

[138.]  Protecting  Society.— The  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  Pro- 
tecting Society,  for  New  Bedford,  Organised  October  26,  1829. 
[New  Bedford,  1829?]  lp.8o. 
Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  New  Bedford  Protecting  Society, 
as  Amended,  April,  1844.  New  Bedford,  Printed  by  H.  Tilden. 
1844.    12P.    pp.7. 

[189.]  Read,  A.-— An  Address,  deUrered  before  the  New  Bedford  Auxiliary 
Society  for  the  Suppression  of  L&temperance,  at  their  Annual 
Meeting,  January  6,  1817.  By  Alexander  Bead,  M.  D.  Pub- 
lished by  Bequest  of  the  Society.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by 
BeiJ. lindsey.  1817.  8P,  pp.27. 
See  No.  44. 

[139a.]  Bead,  E.  T.— Memoir  of  Miss  Elisabeth  T.  Bead,  of  NVw  Bedford, 
Mass.,  who  died  at  the  Institution  of  the  Messrs.  Abbott,  636 
Houston  street,  New  York,  Jan.  SO,  1847,  JR.  16T.  6  M.  By 
John  S.  C.  Abbott  New  York:  Edward  O.  Jenkins,  Printer, 
114  Nassau  street.  1847.  16o.  pp.221. 
[Printed  fbr  priTSte  distribution.] 

[140.]  Reed,  B.  F.  H.— A  Plan  for  Phonetic  Printing  with  Common  Type. 
By  B[enj.]  P.  H.  Beed.  [New  Bedford:  •Composed'  and 
Printed  bytheAuthor,atthe  Standard  Office.   1862.]   12<'.  pp.5. 

[141.]  Reed,  Jj — Speech  of  the  Hon.  John  Beed,  before  the  Citisens  of  New 
Bedford,  Oet.  29,.  [28th,]  1837.  [New  Bedford,  Printed  by  Benj. 
Lindsey.    1837.]    89.    pp.4. 

[142.]  Register  of  Mattapoisett  Academy,  for  the  Quarter  oommendng 
April  26,  1860,  dosing  Wednesday,  June  20.  Mattapoisett, 
Mass.,  fiTe  miles  east  of  New  Bedfi»d,  by  Railroad.  New  Bed- 
ford :    Printed  by  E.  Anthony.    1860.    199.    pp.  8. 

( 143.]  Regulations  for  the  OoTenment  of  Social  Sehool,  near  the  Head  of 
the  RiTcr,  in  New  Bedford,  agreed  upon  by  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose,  and  Ratified  by  the  Proprietors  of  said 
SehooUHouse  at  their  Meeting,  NoTember  28th,  1798.  Ptinted 
-bjJ.8p#oner,N«wBedftHrd,  Jai.1799.    1519.    pp.14. 
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[144.]  Beport  and  RefloIutlonB  adopted  at  a  Meeting  of  the  friends  of  Tem- 
perance, held  at  the  Lyceum,  New  Bedford,  May  30, 1840.  New 
Bedford:    Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.     1840.     12^.    pp.12. 

[145.]  Report  of  the  School  Committee,  on  the  Schools  kept  in  Warebam, 
in  the  year  1812-43.  Printed  by  Vote  of  the  Town.  New  Bed- 
ford:   Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.     1843.    8^.    pp.11. 

[146a.]  Resolutions  adopted  by  the  Antimasonic  Members  of  the  Legisla- 
lature  of  Massachusetts,  and  other  citizens  of  Boston  and  the 
yicinity,  opposed  to  the  nomination  of  Martin  Tan  Buren  and 
Richard  M.  Johnson  for  President  and  Vice  President  of  U.  S., 
at  a  Meeting  held  in  the  Chamber  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, March  9,  1836.  With  an  Address  to  their  Antimasonic 
fellow  citizens  throughout  the  State.  New  Bedford:  J.  C. 
Parmenter,  Printer.  1836.  8P.  pp.  25. 
[Re-print  of  the  Boston  Edition ;  with  Mr.  Van  Buren's  letter 
to  the  Pennsylyania  Committee  added.] 

[146.]  Richmond,  J.  C. — Mr.  Richmond's  Sermon  on  the  Shadow  of  the 
Trinity.  From  the  New  Bedford  Mercury,  Sept.  12,  1859. 
1  p.  4«. 

[Preached  by  the  Rer.  J.  C.  Richmond  of  Milwaukee,  at  Grace 
Church,  N.  Bedford,  Sunday  Morning,  Sept.  11,  1859.] 

[147. J  Ricketson,  B.^The  His^ry  of  New  Bedford,  Bristol  County, 
Massachusetts,  including  a  History  of  the  Old  Township  of 
Dartmouth,  and  the  Present  Townships  of  Westport,  Dartmouth, 
and  Fairhaven,  from  their  settlement  to  the  present  time.  By 
Daniel  Ricketson.  New  Bedford:  Published  by  the  Author. 
[Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.]     1858.    12^.    pp.  zU,  412. 

[148.]  Robbins,  T.-— A  Sermon  Preached  at  Mattapoisett-Village,  Roch- 
ester, at  the  funeral  of  the  Rey.  Lemuel  LeBaron,  who  died  Nov. 
26,  1836,  in  the  90th  year  of  his  age,  and  65th  of  his  Ministry. 
By  Thomas  Robbins,  his  surriying  Colleague.  New  Bedford : 
J.  C.  Parmenter,  Printer.    1837.    S°.    pp.  20. 

[149.]  Roberts,  J.  A. — A  Sermoi^,  Preached  on  the  Day  of  Thanksgiying, 
Noy.  28,  1833,  in  New  Bedford.  By  James  Austin  Roberts, 
Pastor  of  the  Trinitarian  Church.  New  Bedford :  Benj.  T. 
Congdon,  Printer.    1833.    8°.    pp.  12. 

[150.]  Rodman,  T.  P. — A  Poem,  Recited  before  the  New  Bedford  Mechan- 
ics Association,  July  4,  1883.  By  Thomas  P.  Rodman.  New 
Bedford:    Printed  by  Benj.  T.  Congdon.    1833.    8^    pp.15. 

[151.]  Rodman,  B. — A  Voice  from  the  Prison,  being  Articles  addressed  to 
the  Editor  of  the  New  Bedford  Mercury ;  and  a  Letter  to  G.  B. 
liVestQn,  Esq.,  and  other  Directors  of  the  Duxbury  Bank.  To 
which  are  added  Leayes  from  a  Journal.  By  Benj.  Rodman. 
New  Bedford:  Printed  by  Beig.  Lindsey.  1840.  8^.  pp.64. 
Memorial  of  Benjamin  Rodman,  [of  New  Bedford,]  to  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatiyes  of  Massachusetts,  in  General  Court 
Assembled.  *[With  an  Appendix :  Extnust  from  the  Inaugural 
Addre«ofGoy.Dayia,1834.    Boston.]    1841.    H^.    pp.28. 
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[152,]    Rodman,  S. — Memorial  of  Samuel  Rodman,  to  the  Inhabitants  of 

•    the  Town  of  New  Bedford,  in  Town  Meeting  legally  assembled. 

New  Bedford:    [Printed  by  Benj. Lindsey.]    1846.   12^.   pp.13. 

[153.]  Roll  of  Company  *'  C,"  [New  Bedford  Home  and  Coast  Guard,] 
from  May  10  to  Dec.  10,  1861.  New  Bedford :  [Printed  by  E. 
Anthony  ^]     1861.     1  p.  8"^. 

[154.]  Rush,  R. — A  Letter  Addressed  to  the  Anti-Masonio  Committee  of 
York  County,  Pennsylvania.  By  Richard  Rush.  New  Bed- 
ford, Printed  [by  Benj.  T.  Congdon]  at  the  Courier  Office.  1831. 
8°.    pp.  16. 

[165.]  *  Sampson,  Z. — American  Independence :  an  Oration,  pronounced 
at  New  Bedford,  [Fairhayen,]  July  4,  1806.  By  Zabdiel  Samp- 
son, A.  B.    Published  by  Request.    Boston.   1806.  6°,  pp.16. 

[166.]  Schiller's  Song  of  the  Bell.  Translated  by  S.  A.  Eliot,  third 
Edition.  New  Bedford:  Printed  by  E.  Anthony.  1866.  8^. 
pp. 12. 

[167.]  Scott,  J. — ^A  Treatise  on  Church  Discipline,  taken  principally  from 
the  Writings  of  Robert  Barclay,  William  Penn,  and  Isaac  Pen- 
ington.  Compiled  by  Job  Scott.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by 
Abraham  Shearman,  Jr.  1806.  12*^.  pp.  36. 
Fiye  Letters  from  Job  Scott,  written  whilst  in  Europe,  to  his  Rela- 
tions and  Friends.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Abraham  Shear- 
man, Jr.  1807.  12^.  pp.  28. 
War  Inconsistent  with  the  Doctrine  and  Example  of  Jesus  Christ. 
In  a  Letter  to  a  Friend.  Recommended  to  the  perusal  of  the 
Professors  of  Christianity.  By  J[ob]  Scott.  New  Bedford: 
Printed  by  Abraham  Shearman,  Jr.    1813.     12^.    pp.  31. 

[168.]  *  Sharp,  D. — A  Sermon  deliyered  at  the  Dedication  of  the  Baptist 
Meeting  House  in  this  Town,  [New  Bedford,]  Oct.  22d,  1829. 
By  Daniel  Sharp  of  Boston.     [Boston  }]    1829.    [8^ }] 

[159.]  Shearman,  A.,  Jr. — Selections  from  the  Works  of  Isaac  Penington. 
To  which  are  added,  Belections  from  his  Letters.  [Compiled  bj 
Abraham  Shearman,  Jr.]  New  Bedford :  Printed  for  Abraham 
Shearman,  Jr.  Benj.  Lindsey,  Printer.  1818.  12^.  pp.  zi,  308. 
[Sailing]  Directions  for  Buszards  Bay  and  New  Bedford.  Com- 
piled and  Published  by  Abraham  Shearman,  Jun.  [New  Bed- 
ford.] 1821.  8^.  pp.  8. 
Shiyerick,  Dr.  C.  F.    Scks  No.  167. 

[160.]  Smith,  F.— A  Letter  to  the  Children  and  Youth  of  the  Society  of 
Friends.  [By  Frederick  Smith.]  London,  Printed.  New  Bed- 
ford :    Re-printed  by  A.  Shearmni,  Jr.    1806.    12<'.    pp.  15. 

[161.]    Smith,  R.^Robert  Smith's  Address  to  the  People  of  the  United 
States.    Printed  at  Baltimore.    Re-printed  at  New  Bedford, 
[by  Benj;  Lindsey.]    1811.    8^.    pp.  47. 
Snow,  Theo.  W.— See  No.  131. 

[162.]  Social  Library. — Catalogue  of  Books  belonging  to  the  New  Bedford 
[Social]  Library,  1821.  New  Bedford:  [Printed  by  Bei^. 
Lindsey.]    1821.    12^    pp.13. 
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Catalogue  of  Books  belonging  to  New-Bedford  Soeial  Librarj, 
1827.  New  Bedford  :  Printed  by  Benj.  lindsey  k  Co.  1827. 
12°,    pp.  24. 

Supplement  to  the  CatAogne  of  Books  in  the  New  Bedford  Social 
Library,  1886.  [New  Bedford:  Printed  by  BenJ.  Lindsey.] 
1836.    12°.     pp.17. 

Catalogue  of  Books,  belonging  to  the  New  Bedford  Social  Library, 
No.  62  North  Water  Street.  [With  the  Regolations  of  th  Athe- 
n»iun.]  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.  1839. 
12^.    pp.  48. 

Catalogue  of  Books  belonging  to  the  New  Bedford  Social  X^ibrary, 
Arranged  in  the  Order  of  the  Letters  of  the  Alphabet.  No.  62 
North  Water  Street.  [By  George  H.  Palmer,  Librarian.]  New 
Bedford:  Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey.  October.  1847.  8°.  pp. 
iT,  198. 

Regulations  of  the  New  Bedford  Social  Library,  Adopted  3d  mo. 
27, 1824.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey  k  Co., 
1826.    120.    pp.  10.  ^ 

[168.]  Society  of  Friends. — Memorial  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends 
to  the  Legislature  of  '^^rginia,  on  the  Militia  Laws.  With  a 
Ijctter  firom  Benjamin  Bates,  (bearer  of  the  Memorial,)  to  a 
Member  of  the  Legislature.  (Copied  from  the  Georgetown 
«  Federal  Republican,"  dated  May  81,  1818.)  New  Bedtord : 
Printed  for  A.  Shearman,  Jr.  1818.  12^.  pp.  18. 
•  Epistle  from  the  Yearly  Meeting  held  in  London  to  the  Quarterly 
and  Monthly  Meetings  of  Friends  in  Great  Britain,  Ireland  and 
elsewhere.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Benj.  Lindsey.  1827. 
Broadside. 

Address  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  for  New  England,  held 
on  Rhode  Island,  in  the  Sixth  Month,  1887,  to  its  own  Members, 
and  those  of  other  Christian  Communities.  Published  by  direc- 
tion of  said  Meeting.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  J.  C.  Par- 
menter.    1887.    8*^.    pp.  7. 

Proceedings,  Address  and  Constitution  of  the  New  England  Bible 
Association  of  Friends.  New  Bedford:  Printed  by  £.  An- 
thony.   I860.    8^.    pp.  16. 

See  Nos.  14,  38,  74,  76,  109, 121, 184,  167.  160,  160, 166a,  178. 
[164.]  Stout,  B.— NarratiTe  of  the  Loss  of  the  Ship  Heroules,  Com- 
manded by  Captain  Benjamin  Stout,  on  the  Coast  of  Caftaria, 
the  16th  of  June,  1796 :  Also,  a  Circumstantial  detail  of  his 
TrareU  through  the  Southern  Deserts  of  Africa,  and  the  Colo- 
nies, to  the  Cape  of  GKK>d  Hope.  With  an  Introductory  Ad- 
dress to  the  Rt.  Hon.  John  Adams,  President  of  the  Continental 
Congress  of  America.  London,  Printed;  New  Bedford :  Re- 
printed by  Abraham  Shearman,  Jun.    1800.    12^.   pp.  XL,  124. 

Stndley,  Rer.  W.'B.-*8ee  No.  181. 

Bwala«  Roberta— See  No.  113. 
[166.]    Taber,  A^N«w  Bedford  and  FairiteTea  Signal  Book,  1842.    Com- 
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pilad  bj  AuguBtuB  Taber.    New  Bedford:    Sold  by  Wm.  C. 
Taber,  No.  45  Union  Street.    Presa  of  Be^j.  lindaey.    1842. 
1SS°.    pp.87. 
^Probably  the  ^nt  edition.    Other  Bditions  subeequently  Pub- 
liahed,  Compued  by  Auguatua  Taber,  and  by  Abraham  Taber. 
The  following  ia  the  last]  : 
New  Bedford^  PairhaTen,  and   Dartmouth  Signal  Book,  1856. 
CompUed  and  Published  by  William  C.  Taber,  Jr.    [Printed  by 
E.  Anthony.]    1855.    12°.    pp.81. 
Taber,  C.  &  A. ;  &  Chas.  Taber  &  Co.    See  Nos.  5,  29,  57. 

[165a.]  Taber,  S.— Some  of  the  Names,  Characters  and  Titlea  of  Jetua 
Chriat,  intended  for  the  use  of  the  children  of  Priends,  in  Scrip* 
tural  Inatructlon.  Compiled  by  Miss  Susan  Taber.  New  Bed- 
ford t    Chaa.  Taber  &  Co.    1860.    18°.    pp.8. 

[166.]  Taunton  Baptist  Assoc. — Minutes  of  the  Taunton  Baptist  Associa- 
tion, held  at  the  Baptist  Meeting-Housein  Taunton,  on  Wednes- 
day and  Thursday,  Oct.  19  and  20,  1836.  New  Bedford: 
Printed  by  I.  C.  Parmenter.  1837.  8^'.  pp.  8. 
The  Sixth  session  of  the  Taunton  Baptist  Association,  held  in  the 
Meeting-House  of  the  First  Brptist  Church  in  Seekonk,  August 
25  and  26, 1841,  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Benj.  Lindaey. 
1841,    9f>.    pp.24. 

[167.]  Taylor,  W«  H.,  k  ShiTerick,  C,  P.-K:atalogue  of  Shells,  found  in 
and  near  the  County  of  Bristol,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 
Compiled  by  William  H.  Taylor  and  Clement  P.  Shiyerick. 
[New  Bedford:    Printed  by  Be^j.  Lindsey.    1840.]    1  p.  4^ 

[168.]  ^  Thaxter,  L. — An  Oration,  daliTered  at  the  Dedication  of  Thaxter's 
Academy,  ia  Bdgartown,  Martha's  Vineyard,  Norember  29, 
1825.  Alao  a  Hymn  compoaed  for  the  occasion.  By  LesTitt 
ThaxtMT.    New  Bedford,  1826.    [8P }]    pp.  11. 

[169.]  Tobey,  J. — Stattmente  of  Jona'n.  Tobey,  with  accompanying  Docu- 
ments, in  relation  to  the  «  New  Briatol  County  Road,"  and  his 
olaims  arising  therefrom.  New  Bedford:  Printed  by  Be^J. 
Lindsey.    [1841.]    8<'.    pp.24. 

[176.]  Ttne  Ballad  (A)  of  Uncle  Sam  and  Billy  Badger  I  Showing  how 
Uncle  Sam  got  into  trouble,  how  Billy  tried  to  take  him  in  by 
false  swearing,  how  he  was  found  out,  and  how  he  was  rewarded. 
[Printed  in  Boston,  1861.]    1  p.  8<'. 

[171.]  *  Tttdiermaa,  J, — A  Sermon,  Preached  at  the  Ordination  of  the  Rer. 
Orrille  Dewey,  Paator  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  in 
New  Bedford,  Dee.  17,  1828.  By  Re^*  Joseph  Tuckerman, 
Pastor  of  the  Ohuroh  of  Chriat  in  Chelsea.  To  which  is  added 
the  Charge  and  Right  Hand  of  Fellowship.  Published  by  A. 
Genish,Jr.  New  Bedford,  1824.  99. 
Tnttin,  J.  P.    See  No.  100. 

[172.]  •  Wakefield,  P.— Mental  Improvement ;  or.  The  Beauties  and  Won- 
ders of  Nature  and  Art,  in  a  Series  of  Conyersationa.  By  Pilar* 
eOla  WakeMd.  First  American  from  the  Third  London  Bdi* 
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tion.     New  Bedford :    Published  by   Caleb  Greene  &  Son. 
1799.    12<>. 
[173.]    War  Incompatible  171111  Christianity,  and  Christianity  Insepara- 
ble from  Peace  exemplified  in  a  letter  to  a  Friend,  answering 
the  question.  Can  a  Christian  Fight }    New  Bedford :    Printed 
by  J.  C.  Parmenter.    1842.    12°.    pp.  26. 
[174.]  *  Warren,  G.  W. — The  Becluse :  a  Semi-Monthly  Literary  Journal. 
Ed.  by  Geo.  W.  Warren.    Vol.  1,  No.  1,  [Published  July  1st, 
1831.]    New  Bedford.    1831.    8^    pp.16. 
[Probably  no  more  Published.] 

Wayland,  F.  See  No.  131. 
[175.]  Weiss,  J.— The  Modem  Pulpit.  A  Sermon  Preached  at  the  Ordi- 
nation of  Samuel  Longfellow,  at  Fall  Riyer,  Mass.,  Feb.  16th, 
1848.  By  John  Weiss,  Minister  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  New 
Bedford.  With  the  Right  Hand  of  Fellowship,  and  Address 
to  the  Society.    Fall  River,    1848.    8^    pp.36. 

Conscience  the  Best  Policy.  A  Fast-Day  Sermon,  Preached  on 
April  6th,  1848.  By  John  Weiss,  Pastor  of  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church  in  New  Bedford.  New  Bedford :  Henry  Tilden, 
Printer.    1848.    12°.    pp.16. 

The  Least  of  Two  Evils :  a  Sermon,  Preached  on  July  9,  1848. 
By  John  Weiss,  Minister  of  the  First  Congregational  Church, 
New  Bedford.  New  Bedford:  Chas.  Taber.  1848.  12°. 
pp.  12. 

Shall  we  Kill  the  Body  or  Save  the  Soul  i  A  Sermon  upon  Capital 
Punishment,  Preached  April  22,  1849.  By  John  Weiss.  New 
Bedford :    Chas.  &  Augustus  Taber.    1849.   8°.    pp.  15. 

Modem  Materialism .  A  Discourse  at  the  Ordination  of  Mr.  Charles 
Lowe,  as  Associate  Pastor  oyer  the  First  Congregational  Society, 
New  Bedford,  July  28, 1852.  By  John  Weiss.  New  Bedford : 
Benj.  Lindsey,  Printer.    1852.    8°.    pp.  32. 

A  Sermon  upon  the  Late  Disasters  [Collision  on  the  So.  Michigan 
Railroad  April  26  ;  and  accident  on  the  N.  York  and  N.  Haven 
Railroad,  May  6.]  Preached  before  the  First  Congregational 
Society,  New  Bedford,  May  15,  1853.  By  John  Weiss.  New 
Bedford:  ^Published  by  Chas.  Taber  &  Co.    1853.    8°.    pp.17. 

A  Discourse  occasioned  by  the  loss  of  the  Arctic :  Delivered  in 
the  Unitarian  Church,  New  Bedford,  Oct.  22,  1854,  by  John 
Weiss.  Published  by  Request  of  the  Society.  New  Bedford : 
Benj.  Lindsey,  Printer.    1854.    8°.    pp.  18. 

A  Discourse  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Rev.  Ephraim  Peabody, 
D  J).,  Pastor  of  King's  Chapel,  Boston :  Preached  before  the 
First  Congregational  Society,  New  Bedford,  Dec.  7,  1856.  By 
John  Weiss.  Published  by  Request  of  the  Society.  New  Bed- 
ford :    [Benj.  Lindsey,  Printer.]     1856.    B9.    pp.  28. 

See  No.  131. 
[176.]  •  West,  S.— Christ  the  Grand  Subject  of  the  Gospel  Ministry.    A 
Sermon  Preached  at  the  Ordination  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Samuel 


1864.  TRUSTEES'  REPORT.  69 

m 

West,  to  the  Pastoral  Office  oyer  the  Church  of  Christ  ux  Need- 
ham,  April  25th,  1764.  By  Samuel  West,  A.  M.,  Pastor  of  the 
Church  in  Dartmouth.  To  which  are  annexed,  the  Charge  by 
his  Father  the  Reverend  Mr.  Thomas  West,  of  Rochester,  and 
the  Right  Hand  of  Fellowship,  by  the  Rer.  Mr.  Balch,  of  Ded- 
ham.  Boston :  Printed  by  Samuel  Kneeland,  in  Queen  Street* 
1764.    8^    pp.28. 

*  A  Sermon  Preached  before  the  Honorable  Council,  and  the  Hon- 

orable House  of  Representatiyes  of  the  Colony  of  the  Massachu- 
setts-Bay, in  New  England,  May  29th,  1776.  Being  the  Anni- 
versary for  the  Election  of  the  Honorable  Council  for  the 
Colony.  By  Samuel  West,  A.  M.,  Pastor  of  a  Church  in  Dart- 
mouth. Boston :  Printed  by  John  Gill,  in  Queen  Street.  1776. 
8°.    pp.  70. 

pEteprinted  in  Thornton's  **  Pulpit  of  the  American  Revolution." 
Boston,  1860.    12^.] 

*  An  Anniversary  Sermon,  Preached  at  Plymouth,  December  22d9 

1777.  In  Grateful  Memory  of  the  First  Landing  of  our  Pious 
New  England  Ancestors  in  that  Place,  A.D.  1620.  By  Samuel 
West,  A.  M.,  Pastor  of  the  Church  in  Dartmouth.  Boston: 
Printed  by  Draper  &  Folsom,  at  their  Printing  Office,  at  the 
comer  of  Winter-Street.  [1778.]  8^.  pp.79. 
«  A  Sermon  Preached  December  8,  1788,  at  the  Ordination  of  the 
Rev.  John  Allyn,  to  the  Pastoral  care  of  the  Church  in  Duxbury. 
By  Samuel  West,  A.  M.,  Pastor  of  the  Church  in  New  Bedford. 
[The  Charge  by  the  Rev.  Gad  Hitchcock,  D.D.,  of  Pembroke. 
The  Right  Hand  of  Fellowship  by  the  Rev.  David  Barnes  of 
Scituate.]  Salem :  Printed  by  Dabney  h  Cushing.  1789.  8^. 
pp.  28. 

*  An  Essay  on  Liberty  and  Necessity.    By  Samuel  West,  A.  M. 

[Part  First.]  Boston,  1798;  ^. 
«  Essays  on  Liberty  and  Necessity,  in  which  the  True  Nature  of 
Liberty  is  stated  and  defended ;  and  the  principal  argument! 
used  by  Mr.  Edwards  and  others  for  Necessity  are  considered. 
In  two  Parts.  By  Samuel  West,  D.D.,  Pastor  of  the  First 
Church  of  Christ  in  New  Bedford.  Part  Second.  Printed  at 
-New  Bedford,  Massachusetts,  by  John  Spooner.  1795.  8°. 
pp.  96. 

[Title  and  Intro,  pp.  1-6 ;  The  Four  Essays,  pp.  7-78 ;   Post- 
script, pp.  74-78 ;  Appendix,  pp.  79-96. 
»  [A  Tract  on  Infioit  Baptism.] 

[A  Letter  concerning  Gay  Head,  Mem.  Am.  Academy,  vol.  2,  pp. 
!  147-150.] 
I        ^orres.  with  GK>v.  SulUvaa  on  Isaiah  vii.  14,  and  Matt.  i.  22,  23, 
'  Si^rit  of  the  Pilgrims,  vol.  8,  pp.  458-467^ 

[A  Sketch  of  his  Life  and  Character,  by  the  Bev.  John  Allyn,  was 

i  published  in  the^  Monthly  Anthology,  vol.  5,  p.  188,  and  n* 

priBttd  In  the  N.  B.  Mercury,  June  10,  1808.    See  also :    Coll. 
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Mass.  Hist.  8oc.  Indexes ;  Almon's  Remembrance,  toI.  2,  p. 
156 ;  Spark's  Corres.  of  the  Rerolution,  yol.  4,  p.  123 ;  and 
Works  of  Jon.  Bdwards,  Jr.,  (Boston,  1864.  2y.  S"",)  yoI.  1. 
p.  295.] 

[177.]  Westport  Docnmenta.— Reports  of  the  Auditing  Committee  and 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  town  of  Westport,  for  the  year 
ending  March  1,  1863.  New  Bedford :  Printed  b^  B.  Anthony. 
1863.    dP.    pp.20. 

[178.]  •  Whitaker,  D.  K.— [An  Oration,  delirered  Julf  4,  1821,  in  New 

Bedibrd.]   By  Daniel  K.  Whitaker.   [New  Bedford^]    1821.  8^. 

An  Oration,  pronounced  at  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  February  22, 1823, 

on  the  Anniyersary  of  the  Birth  of  Washington.    By  Daniel 

K.  Whitaker.    Bost.  1828.    8<'.    pp.  27. 

[179.]  Whitaker,  J. — A  Sermon,  delivered  before  the  New-Bedford  Branch 
Bible  Society,  at  their  Second  Annual  Meeting,  June  24,  1818. 
By  Jonathan  Whitaker,  A.  M.,  Pastor  of  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Society  in  New  Bedford.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by 
Benj. Lindsey.    1818.    8^^.    pp.85. 

[180.]  Whitney,  S.  W.^Address,  delivered  at  the  Anniversary  of  the 
New  Bedford  Ladies'  Tract  and  City  Missionary  Society,  Jan- 
uary 81,  1858.  By  Rev.  S.  W.  Whitney.  Together  with  the 
City  Missionary's  and  Secretary's  Reports.  New  Bedford: 
Printed  by  E.  Anthony.  1858.  8^.  pp.  85. 
The  Person  and  Character  of  Christ :  A  Sermon,  preadied  on  the 
Afternoons  of  August  8th,  15th,  and  22d,  1868,  at  the  North 
Christian  Church,  New  Bedford,  Mass.  By  6[amuel]  W.  Whit- 
ney. Revised  and  Published  by  Request.  Newburyport,  1859. 
8^'.    pp.  56. 

[181.]    Williams,  J.  M. — An  Oration,  pronounced  at  New  Bedford,  July 
4, 1806.    By  John  M.  Williams,  Esq.,  A.  M.    Boston,  1806. 
8°.    pp.  15. 
An  Addresp,  delivered  before  the  Dialectick  Society,  in  New  Bed- 
ford, on  the  First  Day  of  September,  1818.    By  John  M.  Will- 
iams.   New  Bedibrd,  Printed  by  Benj.  Lind^.    1818.    8^. 
pp.  20. 
Legal  Opinion  of  Hon.  John  M.  Williams,  on  the  Constitutionality 
of  the  Massachusetts  Prohibitive  Liquor  Law.    Boston,  1855. 
8^.    pp.  16. 
Loyal  Publication  Society,  863  Broadway.     [Document]  No;  27. 
Nullification  and  Compromiie;  a  Retrospective  View.    By  John 
Mason  Williams  [of  New  Bedfbrd.]    New  York>  October,  1863. 
8^.    pp.  82. 

[182.]  Williams,  J.  R.— An  Oration,  delivered  before  the  Citisens  of  the 
town  of  New  Bedfbrd,  on  tho  Fourth  of  July,  1836.  By  Joseph 
R.  Williams.  New  Bedfbrd :  Pub.  by  J.  Q.  W.  P6pe.  1835. 
8°.    pp.24. 

[188.]  WUlis,  W.— An  Address  deKvtred  before  tiie  New  Bedford  Auxil- 
iary 8od0ty  for  te  Supprsiilon  of  latempsfaaost  at  their 
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Anniul  Meeting*  Firtt  Month  4,  1819.    By  "Vniliam  WiUif. 
Pabliahed  by  Request  of  the  Society.    New  Bedford :    FHnted 
by  Benj.  Lindaey.    1819.    8^.    pp.24. 
See  No.  44. 
[184.]    Women's  Refonn  and  Relief  Assoc. — ^Articles  of  the  New  Bedfbrd 
Refonn  and  Relief  Association.    Adopted  Dec.  15,  1846 ;  Reor- 
ganised Dec.  22,  1858.    New  Bedford  Women's  Reform  and 
Relief  Association.    Incorporated  Apr.  5,  1859.   New  Bedfbrd: 
Printed  by  E.  Anthony.    1859.    8°.    pp.  12. 
First  Annual  Report  of  the  New  Bedford  Women's  Reform  and 
Relief  Association.    New  Bedford :    Printed  1>y  E.  Anthony. 
1860.    99.    pp.12. 
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ANDREW  G.  PIERCE,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Common 
Council. 

WARREN  LADD,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

JAMES  B.  CONGDON,  Esq.,    ) 
CHARLES  H.  PIERCE,  Esq.,  \    at  large. 
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COMMIXTEKS. 
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GEORGE  IIOWLAND,  Jk.,     JAMES  B.  CONGDON, 

WARREN  LADD. 
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CHARLES  H.  PIERCE,         ANDREW  G.     PIERCE, 
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JAMES  B.  CONGDON,        CHARLES  H.  PIERCE, 

JOHN  P.  BARKER. 
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ROBERT  C.  INGRAHAM. 

ASSISTANT  LIBRARIAN. 
MARIA  A.  PIERCE. 
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JOHN  W.  WILLIAMS. 
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DONATIONS  FOE  THE  TEAE  1864. 

BOOKS   AND   PAMPHLETS. 

Donors.  Volumes.    Pamphlets. 

Bound.    Unbound. 
Almy,  Charles,  I 

American  Antuiuarinn  Society,  1 

American  Philoeophical  Society, 
Bache,  A.  D.,  Supt.  U.  S.  Coaj^t  Survey,  1 

Bartlett,  J.  R,  Sec.  of  State  of  Rhode  Island,  1 

Bierstadt,  Edward,  1 

Butler  Hospital,  1 

Cadwell,  Wm.  P.  S.,  2  1 

Chandler*  Wm.  H.,  1 

Congdon,  Charles  T.,  2 

Consdon,  James  B.,  11  55 

Clark,  Thomas,  2  .*) 

Delano,  Joseph  C,  1-1 

Dewey,  Orvnle,  1 

Dexter,  Benjamin,  1 

Dexter,  Frank  B.,  1  31 

Drown,  Charles,  3 

Eliot,  Thomas  D.,  M.  C,  15  3  SO 

Faxon,  Wm.,  Chief  Clerk  Navv  Department,  1 

Fessenden,  C.  B.  II.,  '  2 

Freeman,  Isaac,  1 

Goodwin,  Wm.  F.,  1 

Greene,  Thomas  A.,  1 

Grinnell,  Joseph,  1 

Hammer  £.  C,  1 

Harvard  Collenre,  1 

Hussey,  John  B.,  2 

Jenny,  William,  2 

Kempton,  Horatio  A.,  4 

Library  Company,  Philadelphia,  1 

Ix>weir  Citv  Library,  1 

Mercantile  i^ibrary  Association,  New  Yc^rk,  I 

New  Bedford  Horticultural  Society,  8  4 

Newburyport  Public  Library,  1 

New  Hamphire  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  1 

Palmer,  Tnomas  H.,'  1 

Parsons,  Israel  F.,  1  1 

Phipps,  Abncr  J.,  25 

Pitman,  Robert  C,  2 

I^t)yidence  Athenaeum,  1 

Richmond,  Anthony  D.,  34 

Rodman,  Edmund,  6  1 

Rodman,  Samuel,  67  4  57 

San  Francisco  Mercantile  Library  Association,  1  * 

Seward,  F.  W.,  2 

Smithsonian  Institution,  1  1 

Swett,  J.,  1 

Taber,  Abram,  2  14 

Taber,  A.  &  Brother,  1 

Taber,  William  C,  1 

Trustees  Pcabody  Institute,  1 

Warren,  William,  2 
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DONATIONS  FOB  THE  YEAR  1864. 

(CONTINUED.) 

IXxmn.  Volumefl.    Paitipblets. 

Bound.    Uuboand* 

Wilmington  Institute,  Del.|  1 

Willey,  Itenrj',                                                              6                1  25 

Wood,  Henry  T.,  2 

Wood,  Jabez,  1 

Worcester  Public  Librar}',  1 

Young  Men's  Association,  Buffalo,  1 
Young^  Men's  Mercantile  Library  Association, 

Cincinnati,  1 
Young  Men's  Mercantile  Library  Association, 

Pittsburg,  Pa.,                    *    ,  1 

NEWSPAPERS.    . 

Howland,  Mrs.  Abby, — Columbian  Courier,  1799}  1803;  Essex  Journalf 
1774-76. 

Rodman,  Samuel, — Imperfect  files  of  the  Liberator,  Anti  Slavery  Stand- 
ard; Columbian  Ccntinel;  and  of  various  New  Bedford  papers,  in  all  1200 
numbers. 

MAPS,  DOCUMENTS,  &c. 

Congdon,  James  B., — Map  of  the  city  of  New   Bedford  and  the  village  of 

Fairhaven.     By  IL  P.  Walling,  1850. 
Farrington,  Wm.  H., — Six  War  Maps. 
Delano,  Jabez, — "Valuation  of  that  part  of  Dartmouth  called  Cu$(hnet,  1766," 

Ms.,  pp.  20.     Oration  prepared  for  the  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  Philo- 

mathean  Society ,by  Elihu  Doty.     MS.,  pp.  31. 
Taber,  George  II., — Karlv  State  Documents  concerning  Dartmouth.  **  Yalua* 

tion  of  Cujihnet,  1773."    MS.,  pp.  24. 

PICTURES. 

Bierstadt  Brothers, — Eighteen  photographic  views  of  public  and   private 
buildings  of  New  Bedford^ 


REPORT. 


To  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen^  and  the  Common  Cmmcil  of  the 
City  of  Netv  Bedford  : 

•  Gentlemen  : — In  accordance  with  that  provision  of 
the  ^  Ordinance  for  the  establishment  and  government 
of  the  Free  Public  Library/'  which  provides,  that  "the 
Trustees  shall  annually  lay  before  the  City  Council,  a 
detailed  report  of  their  doings  and  of  the  condition  of 
the  Library,"  the  Trustees  for  the  year  18C4,  would  now, 
respectfully  present  to  you  the  Thirteenth  Annual  Re- 
port 

There  have  been  taken  from  the  library  during  the 
year  thirty-Jive  thousand  four  hundred  and  twelve  volumes. 

This  is  a  daily  average  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen. 

The  number  of  cards  issued  up  to  this  date  is  siz  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  sixty-seven. 

The  increase  during  the  year  has  been  five  hundred 
and  thirteen. 

The  number  of  volumes  has  been  increased  not  far 
from  one  thousand^  making  the  present  number  in  the 
library,  but  little  short  of  eigMeen  thousand. 

These  statistics  vary  but  little  from  those  contained 
in  the  report  of  the  last  year.  The  average  daily  issue 
of  books  varies  but  four^  and  the  number  of  cards  issued 
but  ehveUj  from  the  highest  number  ever  reported. 
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An  examination  of  our  list  of  donations,  which  is 
attached  to  and  makes  a  part  of  this  report,  will  show 
that  our  benefactions  have  not  been  reduced  in  number 
or  in  value.  Not  as  a  matter  of  form  or  of  courtesy 
merely,  would  we  again  send  forth  to  the  benefactors  of 
the  New  Bedford  Free  Public  Library,  our  thanks  for 
the  interest  they  have  felt  towards  the  institution  and 
the  valuable  donations  by  which  that  interest  has  been 
manifested.  We  feel  assured  that  we  are  but  giving 
expression  to  your  sentiments,  and  the  feelings  and 
wishes  of  your  constituents,  when,  on  your  behalf  and 
theirs,  we  communicate  the  thanks  of  the  people  to 
those  generous  hearted  and  public  spirited  individuals, ' 
who  have  during  the  year,  and  many  of  them  not  for 
the  first  time  or  the  second,  enriched  our  catalogue  with 
their  benefactions,  and  the  cause  of  learning  and  en- 
lightened intellectual  recreation  by  their  sympathy  and 
support 

A  view  of  our  institution  that  includes  the  whole 
period  of  its  existence  discloses  the  fact,  that  the  vol- 
umes  of  the  library  have  increased  at  an  average  rate 
of  one  thomand  a  year.  Thirteen  years  ago  we  com- 
menced with  the  small  but  valuable  collection  of  the 
New  Bedford  Social  Library,  of  five  thousand  volumes. 
We  have  now  eighteen  thousand.  The  retrospect  is 
encouraging;  and  the  City  Council  from  whom  must 
come  the  pecuniary  means  of  increase  as  well  as  of 
support,  and  the  trustees  upon  whom  shall  devolve  its 
future  management,  will,  it  is  earnestly  hoped,  keep  this 
fact  in  view,  and  not  allow  the  coming  years  to  fall  be- 
hind the  past,  in  the  work  of  increasing  the  number  of 
books,  or  in  efforts  to  spread  abroad  through  the  com- 
munity the  enlightening  and  elevating  influences  of  the 
institution. 
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Deeply  impressed^  as  all  our  predecessors  in  this  trust 
have  been,  with  the  great  advantages,  the  community 
are  deriving  from  the  Public  Library,  we  do  not  hesitate 
to  renew  the  appeal  so  often  and  so  forcibly  made  by 
them,  not  only  to  the  Municipal  authorities,  but  to  the 
enlightened  and  public  spirited  among  our  people,  for 
still  greater  efforts  for  its  enlargement.  While  every 
year  it  has  been  the  privilege  of  the  trustees  to  make 
public  a  long  list  of  donors,  whose  gifts  have  constitu- 
ted a  valuable  item  of  that  increase,  no  benefaction, 
with  one  exception,  which  has  been  of  such  a  character 
as  to  constitute  the  time  of  the  donation  an  era  in 
the  history  of  our  institution,  has  been  bestowed  upon 
it  While  we  have,  from  year  to  year  rejoiced  over  its 
growth,  while  the  continued  liberality  of  the  Municipal 
Authorities  has  given  evidence  of  the  fact  of  a  deep  and 
wide  spread  interest  in  its  prosperity ;  while  the  large 
and  continually  increasing  circulation  of  the  books  and 
of  the  numbers  of  our  visitors  have  evinced  the  high 
estimate  the  people  have  formed  of  its  importance  and 
value,  the  Trustees  have  felt  that  their  record  was  yet 
wanting  in  some  of  those  particulars  which  have  given 
to  the  annals  of  kindred  institutions  their  most  luminous 
and  attractive  pages.  Not  now,  for  the  first  time,  have 
they  presented  to  your  body,  and  through  you  to  the 
public,  the  thoughts  and  feelings  which  have  originated 
in  the  fact,  that  our  Free  Public  Library  has  not  been 
enlarged  and  enriched  by  that  sympathy  and  munificence 
which  have  so  often  and  to  such  a  great  extent  marked 
the  history  of  Public  Libraries  in  other  communities. 
The  Trustees  have  felt,  and  have  often  and  earnestly 
expressed  the  feelin/,  that  our  institution  is  yet  want- 
ing in  that  evidence  of  public  favor  and  of  an  appre- 
ciative interest  on  the   part  of  the  intelligence   and 
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wealth  of  our  city,  which  has  given  such  an  impetus 
to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  libraries  of  Boston, 
Worcester,  Springfield,  Danvers  and  other  towns  and 
cities  of  our  Commonwealth.  The  founders  of  our  in- 
stitution hoped  for  it  and  relied  upon  it,  when  they  took 
the  initiative  in  the  work  of  its  formation,  and  its  man- 
agers have  never  ceased  to  hope  for  and  plead  for  it  as 
a  "  consummation  devoutly  to  be  wished."  The  name 
of  him  who  alone  has  met  this  hope  and  expectation 
stands  alone  upon  the  records  of  the  institution.  Are 
there  not  others  among  us,  who,  while  they, like  Everett, 
Bates,  Peabody  and  Greene,  are  blessed  by  Providence 
with  a  large  share  of  worldly  wealth,  and  an  equal 
share  of  public  spirit,  are  ready  like  these  munificent 
and  enlightened  public  benefactors,  to  regard  the  multi- 
plication of  the  means  of  knowledge  and  of  the  oppor- 
tunities for  innocent  recreation  and  enlightened  culture, 
as  objects  worthy  the  emulation  of  the  most  elevated  in 
intellectual,  official  or  social  position  ? 

We  renew  the  presentation  of  this  subject  to  the 
minds  of  this  wealthy  and  enlightened  community,  not 
only  because  we  would  strive  earnestly  and  unceasingly 
in  behalf  of  the  institution  whose  interests  we  advocate, 
but  because  of  the  deep  and  ever  increasing  conviction 
of  its  great  importance  to  the  welfare  of  the  inhabitants 
of  our  city.  We  look  beyond  this.  We  would  plead 
in  behalf  of  the  reputation  ofNew  Bedford.  We  would 
have  presented  to  the  world  the  evidence,  that  we  are 
emulous  of  a  reputation  far  more  exalted  and  enduring 
than  that  which  is  acquired  by  the  possession  of  wealth, 
the  reputation  which  follows  such  a  disposition  of  it  as 
gives  elevation  to  the  character  of  a  public^  and  dif- 
fuses through  all  ranks  and  conditions  of  men  the 
blessings  of  wisdom,  knowledge,  taste^  and  elevated  and 

\yrMtiDg  pursuits  and  recreations. 


1865.  TRUSTEES'  REPORT.  11 

We  would  have  our  people  true  to  the  sentiment 
which  they  have  adopted  as  a  motto  for  the  seal  of  the 
body  politic, 

"  LUCEM    DiFFUNDo/' 

and  make  as  prominent  as  their  wealth  and  their 
enterprise  their  efforts  to  enlighten  the  minds,  refine 
the  manners,  and  improve  the  moral  and  religious  con- 
dition of  the  inhabitants  of  our  city. 

One  of  the  most  eflective  instrumentalities  in  this  work 
is  the  Free  Public  Library.  The  managers  of  this  in- 
stitution feel  assured  that  they  are  engaged  for  its  pro- 
motion when  laboring  for  the  prosperity  of  the  library, 
and  when  they  appeal  in  its  behalf  to  those  whom  God 
has  blessed  in  basket  and  in  store,  that  its  interest  may 
feel  the  vivifying  influence  of  their  sympathy  and  mu- 
nificence. 

The  work  of  such  an  institution  as  ours,  should  not 
be  restricted  to  the  limits  of  supplying  the  people  with 
useful  and  entertaining  reading.  This  is  an  important, 
the  principal,  but  certainly  not  the  only  object  for  the 
accumulation  of  a  large,  carefully  selected  and  well  ar- 
ranged library.  The  mind  of  a  community  should  grow 
with  the  food  it  feeds  on  ;  and  there  should  be  a  harvest 
commensurate  with  the  means  which  are  provided  for 
that  "looking  before  and  after"  which  is  the  distinguish- 
ing attribute  of  enliglitoued  humanity. 

The  reproach  rests  upon  our  community,  that  we 
have  not,  as  a  people,  contributed  our  share  to  that  in- 
tellectual wealth  which  constitutes  so  large  and  so  ex- 
alted a  proportion  of  the  reputation  of  a  nation.  In 
their  last  report,  the  trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library 
alluded  to  the  imputation,  and  attempted  some  explana- 
tion of  the  apparent  deficiency.  To  that  report  and  to 
the  able  appendix  contributed  by  our  librarian  we  would 
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refer  all  who  feel  sufficient  interest  in  the  subject  to 
give  it  a  portion  of  their  attention.  If  this  reproach 
does  rightfully  attach  to  us,  if  we  are  justly  chargeable 
with  the  imputation  of  having  failed  to  perform  our 
part  in  carrying  forward  the  work  of  the  world's  in- 
tellectual progress,  it  is  another  reason  why  we  should 
labor  to  multiply,  to  the  extent  of  our  ability,  the  in- 
strumentalities by  the  aid  of  which  the  reproach  may 
be  wiped  out  and  the  imputation  no  longer  rest  upon 
us  as  a  burthen. 

No  agency  can  be  so  effective  for  this  purpose  as  a 
large  and  well  selected  and  carefully  arranged  library. 
Let  us  then  cherish  our  Free  Public  Library  and  in 
every  possible  manner  increase  its  growth  and  its  use- 
fulness, not  only  that  it  may  give  elevation  and  enjoy- 
ment to  the  people  generally,  but  that  it  may  aid  that 
intellectual  activity  which  would  fain  be  sustained  and 
assisted,  in  the  efforts  it  is  making  to  contribute  its  share 
to  the  great  work  of  human  progress  and  welfare. 

May  we  not  venture  upon  the  expression  of  the  be- 
lief that  the  time  has  already  arrived  for  us  to  expect 
some  manifestation  of  this  increasing  devotedness  to 
scholarly  pursuits.  Few  in  number  as  are  the  books 
upon  our  catalogue,  compared  with  the  vast  accumula- 
tions which  are  to  be  found  at  the  principal  seats  of 
learning  and  in  the  large  cities  of  our  own  and  of  other 
countries,  much  may  be  found  to  aid  and  to  stimulate 
the  scholar  in  his  labors ;  and  when  it  shall  be  found 
that  a  diligent  use  of  the  means  at  hand  has  been  made, 
and  that  the  hungry  devotee  of  learning  and  know- 
ledge is  ^  asking  for  more,"  we  are  confident  that  the 
call  will  not  remain  unheeded. 

In  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Trustees  in  connec- 
tion with  some  remarks  upon  the  importance  of  collect^ 
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ing,  arranging  and  preserving  the  materials  of  our  early 
history,  occurs  the  following  paragraph : 

^'As  accessory  to  this,  and  as  an  event  interesting  to  all 
who  have  been  born,  and  to  all  who  may  have  lived 
upon  the  soil  of  that  ancient  town,  the  Trustees  would 
recommend  that  measures  be  taken  to  notice  in  a  suit- 
able manner  the  two  hundredth  anniversary  of  the 
municipal  existence  of  the  town  of  Dartmouth." 

The  subject  having  been  brought  to  your  attention 
by  the  Mayor  of  the  city,  the  suggestion  of  the  Trustees 
met  from  the  City  Council  a  willing  and  unanimous 
response.  Under  the  direction  of  a  committee  of  your 
body  etssisted  by  delegations  from  the  Municipal  Au- 
thorities of  Dartmouth,  Westport,  Fairhaven  and  Acush- 
net,  the  celebration  of  the  Two  Hundredth  Anniversary 
of  the  incorporation  of  the  Town  of  Dartmouth  took 
place  on  the  14th  day  of  September  last.  It  belongs 
not  to  us  to  give  a  history  of  that  deeply  interesting 
occasion.  The  little  volume  which  will  give  the  addresses 
and  the  poem  which  so  well  met  the  expectations  of  the 
people  and  the  circumstances  of  the  anniversary,  and 
the  details  of  the  arrangements  and  highly  satisfactory 
manner  in  which  they  were  carried  into  effect,  is  now 
in  the  press,  and  will  soon  be  accessible  to  the  public. 

That  the  subject  was  first  presented  to  your  attention 
through  the  medium  of  the  report  of  our  board,  would 
appear  to  justify  the  notice  which  we  have  now  taken 
of  the  celebration  of  the  Two  Hundredth  Anniversary 
of  the  Incorporation  of  the  Town  of  Dartmouth.  But 
we  trust  that  we  shall  not  be  considered  as  departing 
from  the  sphere  of  duty  that  belongs  to  us  as  Trustees 
of  the  Free  Public  Library,  if  we  refer  to  this  celebra- 
tion in  connection  with  the  subject  to  which  we  had  the 
honor  of  directing  your  attention  in  this  report,  im' 
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,  mediately  preceeding  our  mention  of  the  anniversary. 
It  belongs  to  the  history  of  the  library,  that  the  propo- 
sition suitably  to  celebrate  the  bi-centeunial  anniver- 
sary of  the  incorporation  of  the  mother  town  had  its 
origin  in  its  board  of  managers,  and  it  may,  we  think 
with  propriety  be  added,  that  the  interest  with  which 
its  proceedings  were  regarded  by  the  large  gathering 
which  attended  upon  them,  were,  to  some  extent  at 
least,  the  fruit  of  that  intelligent  desire  to  become  more 
familiar  with  the  early  settlers  upon  our  soil  and  with 
the  incidents  of  their  history  which  may  be  traced  to 
the  influence  of  this  institution.  That  so  wide  an  in- 
terest was  felt  and  manifested  in  the  observance  of  the 
occasion  must  have  been  gratifying  to  you,  justifying 
as  it  did  the  course  pursued  by  you  in  ordering  and 
directing  its  arrangements,  and  providing  the  means  for 
carrying  them  into  effect. 

But  more  gratifying  still  must  it  have  been  to  you, 
to  find  as  you  participated  in  the  proceedings,  that  they 
had  an  attractiveness  and  value,  which  elevated  them 
far  above  our  ordinary  holidny  observances. 

The  last  board  of  trustees,  speaking  of  the  impor- 
tance of  cultivating  the  study  of  our  local  history,  after 
alluding  as  evidences  of  their  position  to  certain  inci- 
dents connected  with  it  made  use  of  this  language. 

"  With  these  facts  before  usj  how  clearly  does  it  ap- 
pear, that  the  work  of  giving  to  the  people  the  history 
of  our  own  municipality,  and  that  of  which  for  more 
than  a  century  we  formed  a  part,  is  in  harmony  with 
the  design  of  our  Institution,  and  calculated  to  aid  in 
the  effort  to  extend  to  all  the  advantages  of  a  more 
enlightened  culture  than  the  restricted  sphere  of  the 
schools  will  allow."  "  All  true  historv  elevates  while  it 
enlightens.    It  is  the  perogative  of  our  nature  ^to  look 
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before  and  after. '  No  human  being  who  truly  regards 
the  position  which  he  occupies,  can  be  indifferent  to 
that  wonderful  past  out  of  whose  activities  has  been 
formed  the  wonderful  present,  and  which  must  give 
direction  and  character  to  that  still  more  wonderful 
future  which  lies  before  us."  "  The  people  who  lived 
upon  the  territory  which  in  the  year  1664  constituted 
the  township  of  Dartmouth,  would  find  in  their  own 
annals,  faithfully  written,  lessons  of  patriotism  and  vir- 
tue, better  calculated  to  help  them  forward  in  their 
struggles  to  maintain  the  institutions  of  republicanism 
and  an  enlightened  and  purifying  faith,  than  any  that 
can  be  imparted  by  reading  the  story  of  Grecian  valor 
or  of  Caledonian  devotion." 

And  did  you  not  find  in  the  address  of  the  orator, 
William  W.  Crapo,  Esq.,  who  had  «  een  selected  by  you 
for  the  occasion,  a  most  gratifying  verification  of  the 
declaration  of  the  report  ?  Were  there  not  lessons  of  pa- 
triotism and  virtue  imparted  to  all  who  listened,  when 
the  story  of  the  conflicts  and  struggles  of  our  fathers 
were  recounted,  and  the  speaker  showed  us  how  true 
to  the  great  principles  of  our  faith  and  of  a  genuine 
democracy  were  the  simple  peasant  pioneers  upon  our 
soil  ?  To  the  interest  inherent  in  the  subject  were  united 
the  charms  of  a  style  clear,  vigorous  and  polished,  and 
a  delivery  forcible  and  eloquent.  The  occasion  upon 
which  it  was  pronounced,  and  whose  prominent  feature 
it  clearly  constituted,  will  long  be  remembered  as  one 
in  which,  for  the  first  time,  the  prominent  incidents  of 
our  local  history  were  presented  to  us,  clothed  in  the 
becoming  garb  of  a  graceful  scholarship  and  a  finished 
elocution.  We  hail  with  a  heartfelt  satisfaction  this 
valuable  contribution  to  the  history  of  this  portion  of 
the  Old  Bay  State.     And  while  it  is  an  earnest  of  what 
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we  may  have  a  right  to  expect,  as  the  rich  vein  now 
opened  shall  be  followed  up  by  the  writer  and  kindred 
explorers,  it  will  not  take  many  such  well  and  forcibly 
written  productions  as  this,  to  take  from  us  the  reproach 
of  which  we  have  spoken,  that  we  have  failed  to  con- 
tribute our  share  to  the  enduring  literature  of  the 
country. 

The  address  of  the  Mayor,  and  the  poem,  by  James 
B.  Congdon,  Esq.,  which  had  for  its  subject  the  raid  of 
General  Grey  in  1778,  were  eflforts  well  adapted  to  the 
occasion  and  will  constitute  an  interesting  and  valuable 
portion  of  the  publication  containing  an  account  of 
the  proceedings,  soon  to  be  issued  from  the  press. 

The  notice  taken  of  the  early  records  of  the  old  town 
of  Dartmouth,  and  the  testimony  borne  to  their  value 
and  importance  on  the  occasion  of  the  celebration,  fur- 
nish additional  proof  of  the  wisdom  of  the  course  the 
City  Council  has  taken  for  their  arrangement  and  pre- 
servation. The  Trustees  of  the  library  have  more  than 
once  called  attention  to  the  fact,  that  immediate  and 
effectual  measures  should  be  taken  to  place  whatever 
may  remain  to  us  of  official,  corporate  or  individual  his- 
tory of  the  early  days  of  the  mother  town  of  Dartmouth, 
beyond  the  reach  of  accident  or  time.  "  There  is  much 
traditionary  lore,  rapidly  passing  away  to  be  gathered 
and  preserved ;  many  records  decaying  unregarded,  to 
be  saved  from  destruction." 

We  would  adopt  this  wise  and  earnest  language,  and 
again  give  it  forth  as  the  result  of  our  own  deep  con- 
victions of  what  is  required  of  us  as  individuals  and  as 
a  community.  Let  every  individual  who  dwells  upon 
the  soil  once  trodden  by  the  footsteps  of  the  pioneers 
in  the  settlement  of  Dartmouth,  and  all  who  feel  an 
honest  pride  in  the  sterling  worth  of  those  who  in  the 
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early  days  strove  manfully  and  successfully  for  mental, 
religious,  and  civil  freedom,  look  upon  it  as  a  solemn 
duty,  carefully  and  industriously  to  labor  to  present,  at 
least,  one  contribution  towards  the  erection  of  a  fitting 
and  enduring  memorial  of  their  faithfulness.  Let  each 
municipality  into  which  the  territory  of  the  old  town 
has  been  divided,  do  all  in  its  power  to  treasure  up  what 
may  be  found  of  the  flitting  monuments  of  the  past ; 
and  by  a  careful  attention  to  the  matter,  the  manner 
and  the  preservation  of  its  own  municipal  records,  make 
easy  and  pleasant  the  work  one  day  to  be  performed, 
of  weaving  into  the  useful  and  attractive  texture  of 
history  the  material  thus  carefully  arranged  and  pre- 
served. 

These  remarks  upon  our  interesting  centennial,  and 
upon  the  subject  of  the  records  of  social,  civic  and  mu- 
nicipal existence  which  we  would  fain  save  from  irre- 
trievable decay,  have  partaken  very  much  of  the  feel- 
ings which  had  their  origin  upon  that  occasion.  We 
have  felt  and  have  spoken,  as  if  we  were  addressing, 
not  our  own  constituted  authorities  and  our  own  people 
only,  but  the  authorities  and  people  of  all  the  commu- 
nities whose  soil  once  made  a  part  of  the  mother  town 
of  Dartmouth.  And  under  the  influence  of  this  senti- 
ment of  fraternity  with  all  who  thus  claim  a  common 
origin,  we  would  repeat  the  language  of  our  predeces- 
sors upon  the  subject  of  extending,  beyond  our  own 
municipal  limits,  the  advantages  of  our  large  and  con- 
stantly increasing  collection  of  books.  "  We  would,'* 
they  say,  "so  far  enlarge  the  application  of  this  invita- 
tion [to  consult  the  official  documents]  as  to  allow  it  to 
embrace  all  who  may  desire  to  visit  our  library  in 
the  pursuit  of  knowledge,  and  all  the  books  which  it 

contains.     With  a  view  to  the  extension  of  its  useful- 
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ness  and  the  enlargement  of  the  number  of  those  who 
would  take  an  interest  in  its  prosperity,  we  would  wel- 
come to  our  rooms  all  who  would  seek  them  for  the  in- 
formation which  the  books  upon  our  shelves  may  con- 
tain." *^  Our  catalogues  will  inform  them  of  the  contents 
of  the  shelves,  and  the  information  of  our  gifted  librari- 
an, accurate  and  extensive,  will  always  be  found  avail- 
able and  at  the  service  of  every  lover  of  learning  and 
seeker  after  knowledge." 

In  the  statistics  which  have  been  published  of  the 
public  circulating  libraries  of  the  country,  the  fact  has 
always  been  made  to  appear  that  a  large  proportion  of 
the  books  which  have  been  taken  by  the  people  have 
been  works  of  fiction.  Although  no  record  has  been  kept 
by  our  librarian  of  the  character  of  the  works  which 
have  been  delivered  by  him,  we  have  no  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  our  own  experience  would  essentially  vary 
from  that  of  similar  institutions. 

We  have  heard  this  fact  alluded  to  as  an  unfavorable 
feature  in  the  character  of  Free  Public  Libraries  and 
sometimes  as  an  objection  to  their  establishment  and 
support. 

The  term  "  works  of  fiction  "  is  by  far  too  indefinite 
and  comprehensive,  to  gh'e  any  weight  or  force  to  the 
remarks  to  which  we  have  alluded.  Paradise  Lost  is  a 
fiction — and  the  Book  of  Job,  that  most  wonderful  and 
sublime  narrative,  has  been  by  many  learned  men  placed 
in  the  same  category.  A  sweeping  condemnation  of  all 
works  of  fiction  would  take  from  us  thousands  of  vol- 
umes which  are  the  glory  of  the  literature  of  the  world. 

The  regret  and  the  censure,  when  restricted  to  books 
which  are  generally  termed  novels  and  romances  apply 
to  but  a  limited  number  of  works  of  fiction.  But  when 
thus  applied,  we  are  satisfied  that  they  are  often  un- 
founded and  unjust. 
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We  are  no  advocates  of  indiscriminate  or  exclusive 
novel  reading.  We  esteem  it  a  great  misfortune,  when 
the  intellectual  tastes  and  the  moral  feelings  of  an 
individual  have  become  so  perverted  that  he  is  satisfied 
with  such  reading  only  as  ministers  to  an  unhealthy 
and  injurious  excitement.  Light  reading,  as  that  phrase 
is  generally  understood,  if  inclination  or  habit  has  made 
it  the  only  reading,  is  a  practice  which  is  condemned 
alike  by  right  reason  and  sound  morality. 

But  we  feel  bound  to  deny  the  charge,  if  such  a 
charge  is  made,  to  allay  the  alarm  if  such  alarm  is  felt, 
that  the  Free  Public  Library  originates  or  fosters  such 
an  unprofitable  condition  of  thought  and  feeling. 

On  the  contrary  we  are  confident  that  the  operation 
of  our  library  upon  those  who  are  its  most  constant 
visitors,  is  to  refine  and  improve  the  taste,  and  gradu- 
ally so  to  expand  the  intellect  and  increase  the  de- 
sire after  useful  and  elevating  knowledge  as  essentially 
to  change  the  course  of  reading,  and  substitute,  for  the 
employment  whose  only  object  was  the  passing  away 
of  a  leisure  hour,  a  love  of  mental  pursuits  and  a  con- 
stant and  well  directed  effort  for  intellectual  improve- 
ment. 

We  are  rejoiced  to  know  and  to  record  the  fact, 
that  among  those  whose  principal  reading  is  of  the 
kind  of  which  we  have  been  speaking,  there  has 
been  a  marked  advancement  in  the  character  of  the 
works  which  they  are  desirous  to  obtain.  The  fictitious 
literature  which  is  now  the  oftenest  called  for  is  the 
best  of  its  clasa  The  reading  public  of  New  Bedford 
are  to  day  by  the  constant  call  which  they  make  for  the 
works  of  the  great  masters  of  fiction,  giving  in  their 
testimony  to  their  own  purity  of  taste  and  intellectual 
refinement,  and  to  the  truth  of  the  verdict  that  the 
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world  has  pronounced  upon  that  glorious  catalogue  of 
its  benefactors  which  includes  the  names  of  Scott, 
Thackery,  Dickens,  Edgeworth  and  Austen,  and  Cooper, 
Irving,  Hawthorne,  Sedgwick  and  Stowe. 

We  regard  it  as  a  most  interesting  and  important 
fact,  that  the  works  of  fiction  which  are  now  issuing 
from  the  press,  are  of  a  class  which  indicates  this  im- 
provement in  the  taste  of  the  reading  public  and  are 
calculated  not  only  to  satisfy  it,  but  to  help  onward  the 
work  of  attaining  a  still  higher  elevation. 

We  could  fill  many  pages  with  the  titles  of  books 
which  sustain  this  assertion.  The  "  Chronicles  of  the 
Schonberg-Cotta  Family,"  "The  Early  Dawn,"  and 
**  The  Diary  of  Mrs.  Eatty  Trevylyan,"  are  ^-  works  of 
fiction,"  which,  to  adopt  the  language  of  Dr.  Johnson 
upon  the  writings  of  Addison,  not  only  give  elevated 
enjoyment  to  the  leisure  hour,  but,  to  use  a  more  solemn 
expression  ^  turn  many  to  righteousness."  The  author 
of  these  works,  while  she  has  aimed  to  consecrate  ficti- 
tious narratives  to  the  service  of  a  sound  morality  and 
an  elevated  religious  faith,  has  but  supplied  that  crav- 
ing for  a  higher  order  of  writing  in  this  branch  of  liteiv 
ature,  which  the  public  have  so  earnestly  demanded. 
Jean  Ingelow,  the  sweetest,  the  purest,  the  most  earnest 
religious  poet  since  the  days  of  Cowper,  and  one  of  the 
most  attractive  story  tellers  in  the  language,  how  direct- 
ly and  elevatingly  is  she  meeting  the  public  wants  and 
the  public  demands,  by  her  beautiful  volumes  of  "Poems" 
and  "Stories." 

"Enoch  Arden,"  if  written  in  prose  would  be  a 
"  story ;"  as  it  is,  it  is  a  "  work  of  fiction,"  and  one  of  the 
loveliest  ever  penned  by  the  hand  of  genius.  All  classes 
read  it,  all  understand  it,  all  are  permeated  and  subdued 
by  its  sweetness,  its  pathos,  its  elevated  morality  and 
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calm  religious  spirit.  All  read  it,  because  they  are  no 
longer  satisfied  with  the  lower  and  more  common  forms 
of  fiction,  and  as  they  read  and  ponder,  the  taste  is  re- 
fined, the  intellectual  powers  stimulated,  and  the  love 
of  the  higher  forms  of  literature  is  increased  and  made 
permanent. 

While  the  amount  of  appropriation  which  the  Coun- 
cil has  made  for  the  support  of  the  library,  has  restrict- 
ed our  purchases  of  books  to  such  of  the  present  issues 
of  the  press  as  the  public  have  a  right  to  expect  to  find 
upon  our  shelves,  we  have  felt  it  to  be  our  duty  to  give 
an  increased  compensation  to  our  faithful  and  efficient 
librarian.  Deducting  from  the  salaries  now  allowed 
them,  there  remains  but  the  sum  of  nine  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  for  the  expense  of  warming  and  lighting 
the  library  and  rebinding  of  our  much  used  volumes 
and  the  purchase  of  books. 

We  hope  that  in  view  of  this,  the  appropriation  of 
the  coming  year  will  be  so  increased,  that  the  trustees 
may  not  be  obliged  to  deprive  the  public  of  such  pub- 
lications of  the  day,  as  are  called  for  by  the  character 
of  our  institution. 

All  of  which  is  respectfuUy  submitted. 


George  Howland,  Jr., 
Henry  J.  Taylor, 
Warren  Ladd, 
James  B.  Conqdon, 
Joshua  C.  Stone, 
Charles  H.  Pierce. 


r 


Trustees. 


New  Bedford,  Jan.  1,  1865. 


^ 
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the  Act  of  the  Legislature  authorizing  the  same ;  the 
Report  of  Professor  Greorge  I.  Chase  on  the  valley 
of  the  Acushnet  River,  with  an  analysis  of  the  wat- 
er ;  and  the  Report,  Ran  [map  of  the  proposed 
Water  Works],  and  estimates  of  Greorge  A.  Briggp, 
City  Sorveyor.  pp.  41. 
Na  8.  Twelfth  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free 
Public  Library  of  the  City  of  New  Bedford,  with  an 
Appendix,  containing  a  list  of  New  Bedford  Writers 
and  Publications,  pp.  61. 
No.  9.  Annual  Report  of  the  School  Conmiittee  of  the  City 
d  New  Bedford,  1864;  [with  the]  Annual  Report 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools  [Abner  J. 
Pfaipps],  finr  year  1863,  [and  Appendix  :  Statistics, 
&C.]    pp.  78. 
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[Does,  not  numbered.]     CoiTespondence  between  the  School  Committee, 
and  the  City  Solicitor.    8^.  pp.  10. 

Centennial  Celebration,  Proceedings  in  connection  with  the  celebration 
at  New  Bedford,  September  14th,  1864,  of  the  Two  Hundredth 
Annaiversary  of  the  Incorporation  of  the  Town  of  Dartmouth. 
Printed  by  order  of  the  City  Council  of  New  Bedford.  New  Bed- 
ford, Mass.:  E.  Anthony  &  Sons,  Printers,  67  Union  Street.  1865. 
8°.     pp.  129. 

BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS. 

[2.]  Acushnet — Reports  of  the  Selectmen  of  Acushnet  on  the  Financial 
Affairs  of  the  Town  ;  and  of  the  School  Committee,  for  the  year 
1861-62.  New  Bedford:  Printed  by  E.  Anthony.  1862.  8°. 
pp.  8,  8. 

Beports  of  the  Selectmen  of  Acushnet,  on  the  Financial  Affairs  of  the 
the  Town;  and  of  the  School  Committee,  for  the  year  1863-64. 
New  Bedford  :  Printed  by  E.  Anthony.     1864.     8°.     pp.  8,  8. 

[3.]  Address  of  the  New  Bedford  Institute  of  Instruction,  to  the  Parents 
and  Guardians  of  Scholars.  [Prepared  by  a  committee  of  the  Insti- 
tute, consisting  of  David  Mack,  John  F.  Emerson,  and  Nathaniel 
Clark.]  New  Bedford:  [Printed  by  B.  Lindsey  V]  January  1835. 
12°.     pp.  8. 

[4.]  Allen,  W. — Thoughts  on  the  Importance  of  Religion.  [By  William 
Allen.]  London:  Printed  and  sold  by  W.  Phillips,  1808.  New 
Bedford :  Re-printed  [by  B.  Lindsey]  for  Abraham  Shearman,  Jr., 
and  sold  at  his  Book  Store.     1816.     12°.    pp.  14. 

[5.]  Congdon,  J.  B. — The  Centurion  and  his  Servant  [A  Tract,  by 
James  B.  Congdon.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Fessenden  &  Baker. 
1864.]     8°.    pp.4. 

[6.]  Constitution,  By-Laws  and  Rules  of  Order  of  the  Acushnet  Section  of 
Cadets  of  Temperance,  No.  14,  State  of  Massachusetts.  New  Bed- 
ford :  Printed  by  Charles  H.  Kingsford,  (S.  of  T.)  Reporter  Office, 
16  and  18  North  Water  Street     1848.     12^.     pp.  14. 

[7.]  Crapo,  H.  H. — 1851 — Descriptive  Catalogue  of  Fruit  and  Ornamental 
Trees,  Shrubs  and  Plants,  cultivated  and  for  sale  by  Henry  H. 
Crapo,  at  the  Wasemequia  Nurseries,  106  Washington  Street,  New 
Bedford,  Mass.,  Second  Edition.  Boston:  Tuttle  and  Dennett, 
Printers,  21  School  street     1851.    8°.    pp.  82. 

[8.]  Crapo,  W.  W.— Poem  by  William  W.  Crapo  [of  New  Bedford],  and 
Valedictory  Oration,  by  Homer  B.  Sprague,  pronounced  before  the 
Senior  Class  in  Yale  College,  June  16, 1852.  Published  by  re- 
quest of  the  class.  New  Haven :  Printed  by  Thomas  J.  Stafford. 
1852.     8°.    pp.  47. 
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[9.]  Curtis,  G.  T.— Two  Letters  to  the  Editor  of  the  New  Bedford  Mercury. 
First  published  in  the  Boston  Courier.  By  George  T.  Curtis.  Boston  : 
Printed  by  Alfred  Mudge  &  Son,  No.  21  School  Street.  1854.  8°. 
pp.  12. 

[Written  in  reply  to  Articles  in  the  Mercury,  by  Chas.  T.  Congdon, 
Emi     See  N.  B.  Daily  Mercur}'  of  June  Ist,  12th,  and  19th,  1864.] 

[10.]  Directory. — No.  10.  The  New  Bedford  Directory,  containing  a  City 
Register,  a  General  Directory  of  the  Citizens,  and  a  List  of  Citizens 
who  have  served  or  are  serving  in  the  Army  and  Navy.  January, 
1 865.  New  Bedford  :  Abraham  Taber  &  Brother,  No.  49  Union 
Street,  and  No.  47  Purchase  Street.  Fessenden  &  Baker  Printers. 
12®.  pp.  223. 
[11.]  Eliot,  T.  D. — Speech  of  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  of  Massachusetts,  delivered 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  Feb.  10,  18G4,  on  the  bill  for  the 
establishment  of  a  Bureau  of  Freedman*s  AtTairs.  [Wash.  1864. 
8^.]     pp.  16. 

[12.]  •Fairhavcn  Documents. — By-Laws  of  Fairhaven.  Approved  June  Term, 
1838.  New  Bedford :  Printed  by  Benjamin  Lindsey.  1838.  12°. 
pp.  11. 

An  Act  concerning  the  Schools,  together  with  the  Report  of  the 
School  Committee  of  Fairhaven,  for  the  year  1839-40.  Press  of 
Benjamin  Lindsey,  New  Bedford.     [1840.]     8°.    pp.  16. 

Report  of  the  Selectmen  of  Fairhaven,  on  the  Financial  Concerns  of 
the  Town,  for  the  year  ending  April  1,  1843.  [New  Bedford: 
B.  Lindsey,  Printer?    1843.]  12°.    pp.  4. 

Report  of  the  Selectmen  of  Fairhaven,  on  the  Financial  Concerns  of 
the  Town,  for  the  year  ending  April  1,  1844.  [New  Bedford  : 
Printed  by  B.  Lindsey?     1844.]     12°.  pp.  4. 

Statutes  in  Relation  to  the  Public  Schools,  and  the  Report  of  the 
School  Committee  of  Fairhaven,  for  the  years  1843-44.  1844. 
IL  Tilden's  Presa^  New  Bedford.     8°.     pp.  45. 

Report  of  the  Selectmen  of  Fairhaven,  on  the  Financial  Concerns  of 
the  Town,  for  the  year  ending  April  1st,  1846.  [New  Bedford : 
1846.]     12°.     pp.  4. 

Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Fairhaven,  1845-'46. 
[With  a  tabular  synopsis  of  the  Report.]  New  Bedford :  Eve- 
ning Bulletin  Press.     1846.    8°.    pp.  18,  and  table. 

Extracts  from  the  State  Laws,  with  the  Regulations  of  the  Public 
Schools,  in  District  No.   12  and  13,  of  the  Town  of  Fairhaven, 

drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  following  vote  of  said  District, 
passed  April  27,  1846.  Voted :  to  instruct  the  Prudential  Com- 
mittee to  confer  with  the  School  Committee,  and,  with  their  con- 
currence, establish  proper  rules  to  secure  the  punctual  attendance 
of  Pupils,  and  the  good  government  of  the  schools.  New  Bedford : 
Evening  Bulletin  Press.     1846.     8°.    pp. 
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Report  of  hte  Selectmen  of  Fairhaven,  on  the  Financial  Concerns  of 
the  Town,  for  the  year  ending  April  Ist,  1847.  [New  Bedford. 
1847.]     12^.     pp.  4. 

Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Fairhaven,  [1846-47.] 
New  Bedford:  Press  of  B.  Lindsey.  1847.     8^.     pp.  23. 

Fairhaven  Documents. — By-Laws  of  the  Public  Schools,  in  District 
Number  12  and  13,  of  the  Town  of  Fairhaven,  drawn  up  in  accor- 
dance with  the  following  vote  of  said  District,  passed  April,  1847. 
Voted,  That  the  Prudential  Committee,  in  concurrence  with  the 
School  Committee,  be  empowered  to  establish  the  same  By-Laws 
relative  to  the  government  of  the  schools  as  were  established  the 
past  year,  with  such  amendments  as  they  may  think  proper.  New 
Bedford:  Press  of  Benjamin  Lindsey.     1847.     12^     pp.8. 

Report  of  the  Selectmen  of  Fairhaven  on  the  Finance  Concerns  of 
the  Town,  for  the  year  ending  April  Ist,  1848.  New  Bedford : 
Press  of  the  Evening  Bulletin.     1848.     8^.     pp.  8. 

Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Fairhaven,  for  the  year 
1847-48.  New  Bedford:  Press  of  Bcnj.  Lindsey.    1848.  8\  pp.  25. 

Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Fairiiaven,  for  the 
year  1847-48.  Boston:  Printed  by  N.  S.  Dearborn,  No.  1  Water 
Street     1848.     8°.    pp.  19. 

Report  of  the  Selectmen  of  Fairhaven  on  the  Financial  Concerns  of 
the  Town,  for  the  year  ending  March  3 Ist,  1849.    New  Bedford 
Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey.     1849.     8^    pp.  8. 

Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Fairhaven  for  the 
year  1848-49.    New  Bedford:  Press  of  Benj.   Lindsey.     1849. 
8°.    pp.  12. 

Report  of  the  Selectmen  of  Fairhaven,  on  the  Finance  Concerns  of 
the  Town,  for  the  year  ending  March  31st,  1850.  New  Bedford : 
Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey.     1850.     8°.     pp.  8. 

Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Fairhaven  for  the 
year  1849-50.  New  Bedford:  Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey.  1850. 
8^    pp.  12. 

Report  of  the  Selectmen  of  Fairhaven,  on  the  Finance  Concerns  of 
the  Town,  for  the  year  ending  April  1st,   1851.    New  Bedford  : 
Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey.     1851.    8^    pp.  8. 

Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Fairhaven,  for  the 
year  1850-51.  New  Bedford:  Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey.  1851. 
8^     pp.  12. 

Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Fairhaven,  for  the 
year  1851-52.  New  Bedford:  Benj.  Lindsey,  City  Printer.  1852. 
8^     pp.  16. 

Report  of  the  Selectmen  of  Fairhaven,  on  the  Finance  Concerns  of 
the  Town,  for  the  year  ending  April  l&t,  1853.  New  Bedford: 
Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey.     1858.    8®.    pp.  8. 
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Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Fairhaven,  for  the 

year  1852-53.     New  Bedford:  Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey.     1853.  8°. 

pp.  26. 
Report  of  the  Selectmen  of  Fairhaven,  on  the  Finance  Concerns  of 

the  Town,  for  the  year  ending  March  [3]  1st,  1854.    New  Bedford  : 

Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey.     1854.     8^.     pp.  8. 
Report  of  the   School   Committee  of  the  Town  of  Fairhaven,  for  the 

year  1853-54.     New  Bedford:  Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey.     1854.  8^ 

pp.  21. 
[13.]  Fairhaven   Insurance   Company. — The  Charter  and  By-Laws  of  the 

Fairhaven  Mutual  Marine  Insurance  Company,  incorporated  by 

the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  April  6th,  1855.     New  Bedford  : 

Press  of  Benj.  Lindsey.     1855.     12^     pp.10. 
£14]  *IIobart,  J. — A  Confession  of  Faith  and  Covenant  adopted  by   the 

Church  of  Christ  in  Berlin  [Vermont].     By  Rev.  James  Ilobart. 

New  Bedford:     1810.     8°.     pp.8. 

£15.]  Memorials  of  Deceased  Friends,  of  New   England  Yearly  Meeting. 
Published  by  the  meeting  for  sufierings,  1850.     Providence.  1850. 
8^     pp.  52. 
[Contains  the  testimony  of  New  Bedford  Monthly  Meeting  respecting 
Abraham  Shearman,  Jr.,  and  Mary  Card,  pp.  3-17.] 

£16.]  Mitehell,  Mary. — A  Short  Account  of  the  Early  Part  of  the  Life  of 
Mary  Mitchell,  late  of  Nantucket,  deceased,  written  by  herself. 
With  selections  from  some  other  of  her  writings ;  and  Two  Testi- 
monies of  Monthly  Meetings  of  Friends  on  Rhode  Island  and 
Nantucket,  concerning  her.  New  Bedford :  Printed  [by  Benj. 
Lindsey]  for  Abraham  Shearman,  Jr.     1812.     12^.     pp.74. 

[1 7.]  Mudge,  E. — David  Roberts ;  or,  Grace  Displayed  in  the  Conversion 

and  Pious  Life  of  a  Sailor.  By  Enoch  Mudge,  Minister  of  the 

New  Bedford  Port  Society.  Providence :  II.  H.  Brown,  Printer. 
1841.     12^.     pp.  12. 

£18.]  Peabody,  E. — An  Address,  delivered  at  the  Centennial  Celebration  in 
Wihon,  N.  H.,  Sept.  25,  1839.  By  Ephraim  Peabody,  with  an 
Appendix.  Boston.  1839.  8°.  pp.  103. 
♦Peabody,  E. — Tlie  Object  of  the  Ministry.  A  Sermon  Preached  at 
the  Installation  of  Rev.  Samuel  Osgood,  as  Pastor  of  the  West- 
minster Congregational  Church,  in  Providence,  December  29,  1841. 
By  Ephraim  Peabody.  Providence:  B.Cranston.  1842.  8°.  pp.  40 
[Contains,  besides  the  Sermon,  the  Charge  by  Mr.  Folsom,  the  Right. 
Hand  of  Fellowship  by  Mr.  Simmons,  and  the  Address  to  the 
People  by  Mr.  Thompson  of  Salem.] 

£19.]  Port  Society. — Thirty-Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Mana- 
gers of  the  New  Bedford  Port  Society,  for  the  Moral  Improvement 
of  Seamen.     Presented  and  accepted  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  Jan. 
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I  29th,  1864,  and  read  at  the  Public  Meeting,  Feb.  21st,  1864. 

[Written  bv  Edmund  Rodman.]    New  Bedford:  Mercury  TVe», 
92  Union  Street.     1864.     8°.     pp.  16. 
[20.]  Proceedings  of  the  Whig  Congressional  Convention,  of  District  No. 
11,  held  at  West  Fahnouth,  on  Wednesday,  August  31,  1836. 
New  Be<lford:  J.  C.  Parmenter,  Printer.     1836.     8^.    pp.  16. 
[20a.]  Rugg,  C.  P. — Amherst  College.  Decennial  Meeting  of  the  Class  of 
1854,  with  a  Biographical  Rt»cord.     [By   Charles  P.  Rugg,  Class 
Secietary.]     New  Bedford,  Mass.:  £.  Anthony  &  Sons,  Printers. 
I  1865.     8°.     pp.  28. 

I  [21-]  Society  of  Friends. — Extracts  from  the  Minutes  of  New  England 

Yearly  Meeting  of  W^omen  Friends,  with  the  Epistles  received 
by  that  meeting,  1 854.  Printed  by  direction  of  the  Meeting.  New 
Bedford  :  Press  of  Benj.  Lindsi^y.  1854.  SP.  pp.  18. 
Report  to  the  Executive  Committee  of  New  England  Yearly  Meeting 
of  Friends,  upon  the  condition  and  needs  of  the  freed  people  of 
color  in  Washington  and  Virginia.  New  Bedford :  E.  Anthooy 
j  &  Sons,  Printers.     1864.     8^    pp.  8. 

)  See  Nob.  4,  15,  16. 

I  [22.]  Spare,  J. — The   Differential   Calculus ;  with  unusual  and  particular 

.  analysis  of  ita  elementary  principles,  and  copious  illustrations  of 

I  its  practical  application.    By  John  Spare,  A.  M.,  M.  D.  Boston  : 

I  Bradley,  Dayton,  and  Company.     1865.     12^.    pp.  244. 

[23.]  Stubbs,  J. — The  Seaman's  Star  and  Guide  to  Happiness.    By  James 
j  Stubbs:  a  Reformed   Drunkard.     Written  by  himself.     Boston: 

j  Published  for  the  Author.     1843.     12<^.     pp.140. 

[  [24.]  Turner's  Longitude  Tables,  for  correcting  the  observed  distance  of  ihc 

'  Moon  and  Sun,  or  Moon   and  Star,  for  the  effects  of  Parallax  and 

j  Refraction,  whereby  the  distance  is  in  a  new  and  much  shorter 

method  obtained,  and  the  Ix)ngitude  found  with  as  great  ease  as 
the  Latitude,  by  a  meridian  altitude  of  the  Sun.  William  C.  Taber 
&  Son.     New  Bedford.     1845.     8^.     pp.  26. 
[25.]  West,  S. — Essays  on  Liberty  and  Necessity,  in  which  the  True  Nature 
of  Liberty  is  stated  and  defended ;  and  the  principal  arguments 
used  by  Mr.  Edwanls  and  others  for  Necessity  arc  considered.    In 
two  Parts.     By  Samuel  West,  D.  D.,  Pastor  of  the  First  Church 
of  Christ  in  New  Bedford.     Part  First.     Printed  at  New  Bed- 
ford, Massachusetts,  by  John  Spooner.     1 795.     8"^.    pp.  48. 
[Title,  Advertisement,  and  Introduction,  pp.   1-14;  The  Three 
Essays,  pp.  15-48.] 
[26.]  Westport. — Report  of  the  Auditing  Committee,  and  Overseers  of  the 
Poor  of  the  Town  of  Westport.     New  Bedford :    Mercury  Job 
Press,  92  Union  Street.     1864.     8^     pp.  16. 
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Jn  Board  of  Aldermen 
February  15th,  1866. 

Received  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  sent  down 
for  concurrence. 

Henry  T.  Leonard,  City  Clerk. 


In  Common  Council,     ) 
February  15th,  1866.  5 
Concurred. 

Wm.  a.  Church,  Qerk. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1866. 


TRUSTEES. 

His  Honor,  John  H.  Perry,  Mayor  of  the  City. 

AxDREW  G.  Pierce,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Com- 
mon Council. 

George  F.  Kingman,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Joint 

Standing  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

Hon.  George  Howland,  Jr.,  ) 

James  B.  Congdon,  Esq.,        >  at  large. 

John  P.  Barker,  Esq.,  ) 

com:»iittbsb3S. 

ON  THE  UBRAAT. 

John  H.  Perry,   George  Howland,  Jr., 

James  B.  Congdon. 

BUILDDIO. 

Andrew  G.  Pierce,    John  P.  Barker, 
George  F.  Kingman. 

ACCOUHT8. 

James  B.  Congdon,  John  P.  Barker, 
George  F.  Kingman. 

CLSBK  OF  TRB  BOABD. 

James  B.  Congdon. 

UBBARIAN. 

Robert  C.  Ingraham. 

ASSISTANT  UBBABIAN. 

Sophia  E.  Almy. 

JAIOTOB. 

John  W.  Williams. 
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DONATIONS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1865. 

BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS. 

Donors.  Volumes.        Pamphlets. 

Bound.   Unbound. 

Akin,  EbQuezer, 1 

American  Antiquarian  Society, 2 

American  Philosophical  Society, 2             1 

Bartlett,  Mrs.  Lyman, 14            17           9 

Bierstadt  Brothers, 1 

Boston  Public  Library, i 

Boston  Society  of  Natural  History, 2 

Briggs,  Roswell  E 1 

Brownell,  T.  Frank, 13 

Batler  Hospital  for  the  Insane, 1 

Charlestown  Public  Library, 1 

City  of  Boston, 1 

Cobb,  LH 1 

Congdon,  James  B 4              1          2 

Cook,  Thomas, ' 1                         2 

Crapo,  Henry  H 1 

Dawson,  H.  B 1 

Detroit  Young  Men's  Society,  i                         i 

Dexter,  Frank  B. 2         27 

Eliot,  Thomas  D.,  M.  C 153  5          11 

Ewer,  Ferdinand  C 1 

Farrington,  William  H 1           3 

Fall  River  Public  Library, 1 

Harvard  College 1 

Horticultural  Society, 27 

Rowland,  George,  Jr 21 

Kelly,  Edmund, 5 

Kempton,  Horatio  A., 1 

Library  Company,  Phil 3 

Long  Island  Historical  Society, 1 

Lowell  City  Library, 1 

Mercantile  Library  Assoc,  Boston, 1 

Mercantile  Library  Assoc.,  N.  York, 2 

Mercantile  Library  Company,  Phil 1 

Merrill,    Edward  B 3 

Newburjrport  Public  Library, 1 

Patterson,  General  Robert, 1 

Peabody  Institute,  So.  Danvers,  Mass 1 

Phipps,  Abncr  J 2 

Pitman,  Robert  C 20 

Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Inst.,  Troy,  N.  Y 1 

Rodman,  Benjamin, 43          32 

Rodman,  Edmund, ...  2                        2 

Rodman,  Samuel, 26         141 

Bugg,  Charles  P. 1 

Sanborn,   F.  B 1 

Schouler,  William, 1 

Sibley,  J.  Langdon, 2 

Soldiers' Relief  A8soc;fation, 11           2 

Spare,  John, « 1 

State  of  Massachusetts, 6 

te  of  Pennsylraiiia, 9 
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DONATIONS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1865, 

(CONTINUED.) 

Douol*?*.  Volumes.        Pamphlets. 

Boand.    Unbound. 

Sumner,  Cliarles. 2 

Taber,  William  C,  Jr 3             3 

United  States 32 

Vinal,  Col.  John  F 1 

Webb,  D.  E 1 

WUley,  Henry, 2           3           24 

Wilmington  Institute, 1 

Wilson,  Joseph  T 2 

Wood,  Henry  T 1 

Worcester  Free  Public  Library, 1 

Young  Men's  Association,  BuflUo, 1 

Young  Men*s  Mercantile  Library  Association, 

(Hncinnati, 1 

Young  Men's  Mercantile  Library  Association, 

Pittsburg, 1 


NEWSPAPERS  AND  DOCUMENTS. 

Akin,  Ebenezer,— Deed  of  Nathaniel  Delano,  conveying  land  in  Dart- 
mouth (Fairhaven) ,  to  Stephen  Taber.  List  of  Taxes  payable  under 
the  Act  of  Congress  of  March  5,  1816 :  Valuation  and  Tax  of  New 
Bedford.    MS.,  pp.  28. 

Green,  Thomas  A.,— Anti-Slavery  Standard,  1848-49  and  1864. 

Grace,  Capt.  James  W.,— Two  "Shells"  thrown  into  Fort  Wagner, 
July,  1863,  ft-om  the  U.  S.  Monitors  Weehawken  and  EatskiU. 

From  a  ftiend— A  picture  of  "  Irving  and  his  Friends.' 


tt 
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REPORT. 


To  the  Mayw  and  Aldermen^  and  the   Common 
Council  of  the  City  of  New  Bedford: 

Gentlemen  : — The  "  Ordinance  for  the  establish- 
ment and  government  of  the  Free  Public  Library " 
provides,  that  the  "  Trustees  shall  annually  lay  before 
the  City  Council,  a  detailed  report  of  their  doings 
and  of  the  condition  of  the  Library.'' 

In  accordance  with  this  requisition  the  Trustees 
for  the  year  1865  respectfully  place  in  your  hands 
the  Fourteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  institu- 
tion. 

By  the  record  kept  by  the  librarian  it  appeand, 
that  during  the  year  1865  there  have  been  taken 
from  the  library,  thirty-five  thousand  and  thirty-five 
volumes. 

The  daily  average  has  been  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  ;  the  largest  of  any  year  since  the  open- 
ing of  the  library. 

The  whole  number  of  cards  issued  is,  seven  thcni'- 
sand  one  hundred  and  forty  four. 

The  increase  during  the  year  has  been^w  hunr 
dred  and  foHy-three* 

It  will  be  seen  that  although  the  whole  number 
of  volumes  taken  falls  a  little  short  of  the  issue  of 
1864,  the  daily  average  is  greater.  This  is  ex- 
plaiiied  by  the  fact,  that  for  several  weeks  in  the 
simuner  the  library  was  closed  that  the  building 
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might  be  repaired  and  the  books  examined.  At  no 
time  dming  the  existence  of  the  library  has  the 
number  of  takers  been  larger,  or  more  interest  man- 
ifested in  the  institution. 

There  have  been  added  to  the  libraiy  during  the 
year,  by  purchase  and  donation,  about  one  thxmsaiid 
volumes,  and  the  whole  number  upon  our  shelves  is 
at  this  time  not  far  from  twenty  thousand.      • 

In  the  month  of  June  the  Library  was  closed  for 
a  short  time  that  the  repah^  upon  the  building,  un- 
der the  direetipn  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Prop- 
erty, might  be  made.  The  Trustees  desire  to  ex- 
press their  great  satisfaction  at  the  tasteful  and 
thorough  manner  in  which  the  work  was  performed. 
Every  part  of  our  beautiful  building  was  carefully 
examined,  and  placed  in  most  excellent  order.  The 
care  and  attention  bestowed  upon  the  library-edifice 
by  the  Council's  Committee  is  another  evidence  of 
the  high  estimation  in  which  the  institution  is  held 
by  the  representatives  of  the  people. 

During  this  period  a  thorough  examination  was 
made  of  the  contents  of  the  library.  We  cannot 
convey  to  you  a  clearer  view  of  the  result  than  to 
give  the  report  made  by  the  librarian  when  the 
labor  of  examination  was  completed.  He  says: 
"  The  whole  number  of  books  missing  is  two  hun-- 
dred  and  three.  Of  these,  o)ie  has  been  paid  for, 
nine  will  be  either  returned  or  paid  for,  and  twenty 
will  probably  be  returned.  The  remainder  may  be 
considered  as  lost.  Taking  the  number  lost  to  be 
one  hundred  and  sevetity^threej  which  I  think  is  in 
excess,  it  will  give  an  average  loss  of  about  twenty^ 
three  books  yearly   for  the   seven  years   and  si^ 
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months  during  which  the  library  has  been  open  in 
this  building.  Not  more  than  six  of  the  missing 
books  will  average  in  value  more  than  one  dollar  each. 
Many  of  the  remaining  volumes  were  veiy  much 
worn  when  delivered.  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
one  volumes,  more  than  half,  belong  to  the  depart- 
ment of  ^Novels  and  Tales.'" 

This  result  must,  we  think,  be  considered  not 
only  satisfactory  but  surprising.  For  fourteen  years 
our  library  has  been,  as  its  title  sets  forth,  "  free  " 
to  the  "  public."  During  the  last  seven  years,  the 
niunber  of  volumes  delivered  has  amounted  to  about 
two  hmdred  thousand,  and  the  result  is,  that  at  the 
end  of  that  period,  we  find  less  than  two  hundred 
volumes  missing,  whose  value  is  comparatively  small, 
and  the  annual  loss  to  the  institution  is  but  twenty- 
three.  This  result  does  not  materially  vary  from 
that  obtained  at  the  close  of  the  first  period  of  the 
same  duration.  Again  has  our  experience  justified 
the  wisdom  of  the  principle  upon  which  the  institu- 
tion was  founded.  They  who  gave  it  being,  who 
sought  to  open  to  the  people  and  the  whole  people 
the  avenues  to  a  higher  culture  and  the  means  of 
innocent  and  elevating  recreation,  founded  their 
work  upon  the  belief  that  they  would  foster,  sustain 
and  carefully  protect  what  they  should  themselves 
provide  for  their  own  intellectual  and  moral  improve- 
ment. Again,  and  with  a  deeper  conviction  and  a 
still  higher  degree  of  satisfaction,  are  we  allowed  to 
address  you,  at  the  close  of  the  fourteenth  year  of 
the  existence  of  our  institution,  in  the  language  used 
by  oiu*  predecessors  in  this  important  trust,  at  the 
termination  of  the  second. 

B 
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"  The  great  and  leading  feature  in  the  conception 
and  management  of  the  library/'  says  the  second 
Annual  Report,  "  has  been,  by  the  experience  of  the 
years  which  have  passed  since  its  opening,  fully 
established. 

"The  records  of  om*  librarian  sustain  in  the 
fullest  manner  the  truth  of  the  idea  upon  which  the 
action  of  the  legislature  and  the  city  was  founded — 
that  a  library  could  be  so  managed  as  to  admit  all 
the  people  to  a  participation  in  its  benefits.  So 
few  in  nxunber  ^re  the  books  missing  from  our 
shelves,  and  so  carefully,  in  general,  have  they  been 
used  while  in  the  hands  of  the  takers,  that  it  is  not 
deemed  necessary,  in  this  report,  to  give  in  detail 
the  very  few  instances  in  which  the  regulations  of 
the  library  have  been  violated.  The  Trustees 
would  again  express  the  great  satisfaction  with 
which  they  lay  these  statements  before  the  City 
Council.  The  people  have  demonstrated,  not  only 
by  the  great  extent  to  which  the  books  have  been 
used,  but  also  by  their  heedfulness  in  the  use  and 
punctual  return  of  the  volxunes  taken,  that  they 
can  be  reliably  intrusted  with  the  care  of  the  prop- 
erty which  the  enlightened  liberality  of  the  public 
has  set  apart  for  their  recreation  and  improvement." 

To  this  statement,  as  applied  to  the  experience 
of  the  Trustees  in  1853,  and  adopted  by  us  as  the 
result  of  that  of  the  present  board  for  1865,  there 
are  now,  as  there  were  then,  a  few  lamentable  excep- 
tions. There  are  those  who  take  from  us  om* 
books,  collected  and  cared  for  at  a  gi^eat  expendi- 
ture of  money  and  of  toil,  and  use  and  abuse  them. 
Once  more,  as  a  special  admonition  to  those  excep- 
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tional  individuals  who  have  proved  themselves  so 
unworthy  of  the  privilege  bestowed  upon  them,  and 
as  the  statement  of  a  fundamental  truth  that  all  our 
visitors  and  takers  should  ever  bear  in  mind,  we 
place  before  the  people  the  following  extracts  from 
the  earliest  reports  of  this  board : 

"  The  rules  must  be  obser\^ed,  or  disorder,  decay 
and  dissolution  will  soon  attend  upon  this  enlight- 
ened and  praiseworthy  effort  to  open  to  the  people 
the  avenues  to  a  more  extensive  and  genial  culture." 

^^USE    CAREFULLY,    ReTURN    PROMPTLY — thcse 

are  the  two  fimdamental  rules  upon  which  the  pros- 
perity of  the  library  must  rest.  When  these  rules 
shall  be  disregarded  the  libraiy  must  cease  to  exist." 
We  place  before  you  our  annual  record  of  dona- 
tions. You  will  find  upon  its  examination  that  our 
old  fiiends  have  not  forgotten  us,  and  that  new  ones 
have  been  added  to  our  list.  No  part  of  the  duty 
devolving  upon  us  as  Trustees  of  the  Fi'ee  Public 
Library  is  more  delightful  than  that  which  allows 
us  to  present  to  you  and  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
city  the  names  of  those  whose  donations  are 
increasing  the  value  and  the  usefulness  of  our 
stores,  and  deepening  and  widening  the  interest 
felt  by  the  people  in  our  noble  institution.  Year  by 
year,  while  the  successive  boards  of  trustees  may 
seem  but  to  repeat  the  language  of  their  predeces- 
sors, the  satisfaction  they  feel  as  they  lay  before  you 
the  evidence  of  the  high  place  the  library  holds  in 
the  estimation  of  the  enlightened  and  the  wealthy, 
is  their  own;  and  it  is  a  part  of  the  reward  which 
comes  to  them  for  their  labors  in  the  discharge  of 
their  trufi^,  that  they  are  allowed  thus  to  spread 
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before  the  public  the  record  of  the  thoughtful  fiber- 
ality  of  its  friends  and  benefactors. 

The  record  speaks  for  itself;  but  it  appears  to  us 
proper  in  this  connection,  to  call  your  attention  to 
that  part  of  it  where  you  wUl  find  the  name  of  the 
Hon.  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  the  gentleman  who  has  so 
long  and  so  faithfully  represented  us  in  the  councU 
of  the  nation.  Our  duty  in  regard  to  him  cannot, 
perhaps,  be  more  properly  performed  than  by  giving 
you,  from  our  records,  the  proceedings  of  the  board 
upon  the  occasion  of  his  presenting  us  with  a  large 
number  of  valuable  volumes. 


'*The  monthly  list  of  donations  having  been  read,  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Trustees  held  October  7th,  1865,  it  was 

Besolved,  That  the  city  of  New  Bedford  is  under  great  obligations  to 
the  Hon.  Thomas  D.  Euot  for  the  interest  he  has  always  manifested  in 
the  success  of  the  Free  Public  Library ;  which  has  been  shown,  not 
only  by  a  careM  attention  to  the  rights  of  the  institution  under  the 
laws  of  Congress,  and  by  supplying  us  with  valuable  Congressional 
publications,  but  by  large  and  valuable  donations  of  books  and  pam- 
phlets ttom  his  private  stores. 

BeBohed,  That  in  view  of  the  important  additions  which  have  been 
made  to  the  library  through  Mr.  £liot*s  exertions  and  liberality, 
deeply  impressed  upon  us  at  this  time  by  the  receipt  from  him  of  more 
than  one  hundred  volumes  of  valuable  books,  we  consider  it  to  be  our 
duty  thus  to  record  our  high  appreciation  of  his  regard  and  assistance, 
and  in  this  formal  manner  to  express  the  gratitude  we  feel  for  his  gen- 
erous and  long  continued  aid. 

Votedf  That  the  clerk  of  the  board  communicate  to  Mr.  Euot  a  cer< 
tifled  copy  of  these  proceedings.' 


»» 


From  our  General  and  State  Governments  we 
continue  periodically  to  receive,  under  the  operation 
of  wise  and  beneficent  enactments,  the  works  which 
add  to  the  extent  and  value  of  the  department  of 
the  library  devoted  to  legislative  publications.  Our 
collection  is  already  large,  and  its  continued  in- 
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crease  will  soon  render  it  one  of  gi'eat  value.  The 
room  set  apart  for  it  is  always  open,  not  only  to 
our  own  citizens  but  to  all  who  are  desirous  of  con- 
sulting the  volumes  upon  its  shelves. 

From  States  other  than  our  own,  we  have  re- 
ceived accessions  to  our  collections  which  are  of 
great  value.  The  official  authorities  of  the  States 
of  New  York,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  and 
Pennsylvania,  have  sent  us  copies  of  the  Colonial 
Records  which  have  been  published  by  the  govern- 
ments of  these  States  respectively,  and  we  are  in- 
debted to  them  for  other  interesting  and  valuable 
volumes.  The  Trustees  have  regarded  it  as  a 
pleasure  as  well  as  a  duty,  in  all  cases  to  acknowl- 
edge in  an  appropriate  manner  these  contributions 
to  our  collections ;  and  although  such  returns  as  it 
has  been  in  our  power  to  make  have  not  been  with- 
held, we  remain  largely  indebted  to  the  enlightened 
officials  of  these  governments  for  their  many  favors.* 

In  another  form  and  to  a  most  gratifying  extent, 
and  under  circumstances  which  give  to  the  acquisi- 
tion a  greatly  increased  value  and  interest,  the  U- 
brary  has  been  enriched  during  the  past  year. 

You  have  already  received  and  acted  upon  the 
announcement  that  the  executors  of  the  last  will  and 
testament  of  the  late  Charles  W.  Morgan  have 
paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  city  the  sum  of  one 
thoitsand  dollars^  a  bequest  from  oiu*  honored,  be- 
loved and  lamented  fellow-citizen. 

The  proceedings  of  your  body  upon  the  occa- 
sion, so  comprehensive  and  so  appropriate,  so  just 
to  the  memory  of  the  noble  dead,  and  so  honorable 

*  See  Note  A, 
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to  youi'selves,  rendered  it  unnecessary  for  lis  to  take 
any  formal  action  upon  the  subject.  We  placed 
upon  our  record  the  resolutions  with  which  you 
had  enriched  your  own ;  and  we  feel  that  nothing  is 
now  to  be  required  of  us,  but  to  embody  those  reso- 
lutions in  our  report  that  we  may  place  permanently 
before  the  people  a  history  so  fiill  of  interest  to  us 
all. 

*<  At  the  meeting  of  the  Trustees  held  ou  the  25th  of  November,  the 
Mayor  communicated  to  the  board  the  fiict,  that  there  had  been  paid 
into  the  City  Treasury  the  snm  of  one  thousand  dollars^  by  the  executors 
of  the  estate  of  the  late  Charles  W.  Morgan,  it  being  the  amount  of 
a  bequest  made  to  the  city  for  the  Free  Public  Library  in  the  will  of 
that  gentleman. 

The  clerk  of  the  board  presented  an  official  copy  of  the  resolutions 
passed  by  the  City  Council,  upon  receiving  from  the  City  Treasurer  a 
communication,  informing  that  body  of  the  payment  into  the  Treasury 
by  the  executors  of  the  will  of  Charlbs  W.  Morgan  :  whereupon  it  was 

Voted,  That  a  copy  of  thcTesolutions  be  entered  upon  our  records." 

Copy  of  the  Resolutions  of  the  City  Council. 

«*  Resolved,  That  In  the  bequest  made  to  the  city  for  the  Free  Public  Li- 
brary by  our  late  fellow-citizen,  Charles  W.  Morgan,  we  recognize  the 
act  of  one  whose  enterprising  and  honorable  career  as  a  merchant ; 
whose  public  spirit,  and  comprehensive  benevolence ;  whose  sympathy 
withall  the  tender  charities  of  private  life,  and  with  all  things  lovely 
and  of  good  report,  commanded  the  respect,  confidence  and  regard  of 
our  community. 

Besolved,  That  in  the  benefactions  which  have  flowed  to  the  literary 
and  charitable  institutions  of  our  city  tcom  this  bountiful  source,  we  sec 
an  exhibition  of  the  exalted  and  endearing  characteristics  of  our  de- 
parted Ariend — a  man  whose  enlightened  and  l>enevolent  spirit  ever  led 
him  into  sympathy  with  every  undertaking  which  had  for  its  object  the 
relief  of  the  oppressed  and  the  destitute,  and  the  intellectual  and  moral 
enlightenment  of  his  fellow-men. 

Besolved,  That  In  the  result  of  the  administration  of  the  affabrs  of  the 
generous  testator,  we  recognize,  on  the  part  of  the  executors,  the 
operation  of  an  ability  and  an  enlightened  regard  for  the  public  welffure 
kindred  to  his  own :  and  we  can  assure  them  that  their  names  are  asso- 
ciated with  that  of  him  they  have  so  ftdthfhlly  represented,  as  we  give  ex- 
pression to  the  grateftd  feelings  which  their  beneftu^tlons  have  Inspired." 
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If  otwithstanding  the  cii'ciuustances  of  doubt  and 
delay  which  are  connected  with  the  last  will  and 
testament  of  Sylvia  Ann  Howlandd,  we  are  not  at 
liberty  to  close  our  statement  of  the  year's  benefac- 
tions, without  a  notice  of  the  magnificent  bequest 
which  that  excellent  lady  has  made  to  the  city. 

"I    GIVE    AND  BEQUEATH,"    shc   SayS,   "TO  THE 

City  of  N^ew  Bedfobd,  the  sum  of  One  Hun- 
DBED  Thousand  Dollabs;  and  I  dibect  that 

this  SUM  OF  MONEY  SHALL  BE  INVESTED  JUDI- 
CIOUSLY undeb  the  dibection  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, AND  THAT  THE  INCOME  THEBEFBOM  SHALL  BE 
EXPENDED  AND  USED  FOB  THE  PBOMOTION  AND 
SUPPOBT  WITHIN  THE  CiTY  OF  LIBEBAL  EDUCA- 
TION, AND   FOB  THE  ENLABGEMENT,  FBOM   TIME  TO 

TIME,  OF  ouB  PUBLIC  LIBRAEY/' 

This  is  not  the  time  or  the  place  to  indulge  in 
speculations  as  to  the  result  of  the  attempt  which 
is  making  to  deprive  our  city  and  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation of  this  princely  endowment,  or  to  anticipate 
the  results  of  a  decision  that  shall  place  it  within 
the  control  of  our  municipal  authorities.  Our  duty 
is  discharged  by  giving  expression  to  the  deep  feel- 
ings of  satisfaction  and  gratitude  with  which  we 
have  regarded  this  noble  contribution  in  behalf  of 
our  instrumentalities  for  diflFusing  knowledge  among 
the  people.  Sylvia  Ann  Howland,  by  this  act 
of  enlightened  munificence,  has  won  the  right  to 
have  her  name  placed  high,  if  not  highest,  upon  the 
list  of  our  public  benefactors ;  and  there  it  will  re- 
main, even  should  an  unenviable  success  attend  the 
effort  that  is  making  to  divert  the  current  of  her 
bounty  from  that  domain  which  it  was  her  purpose 
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to  fertilize  and  beautify.  But  we  will  not  admit 
the  possibility  of  such  a  result.  We  look  forward 
with  confidence  to  the  day,  and  believe  it  to  be  not 
far  distant,  when  the  people  of  New  Bedford  shall 
have  it  announced  to  them  that  the  design  of  their 
benefactress  has  been  accomplished;  and  equally 
confident  are  we,  that  when  that  time  shall  arrive, 
the  people's  representatives  will,  by  ordinances  of 
wisdom  and  liberality,  give  the  fund  such  a  direc- 
tion as  will  not  only  insure  rich  retimis  to  the 
preserdj  but  that  future  generations  shall  rise  up 
and  call  her  blessed.* 

We  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  small 
sum  of  money  from  the  former  Horticultural  Society, 
which  is  to  be  expended  in  a  special  manner,  as  set 
forth  in  the  note  of  the  trustees  which  accompanied 
the  donation. 

To  Charles  Cokgdon,  Esq.,  of  Brooklyn,  K. 
Y.,  we  are  indebted  for  a  donation  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars.  This  sum  wiU  be  in  accordance  with 
the  decision  of  the  board  expended  in  some  work 
or  works  of  tasteful  and  enduring  excellence,  which 
shall  perform  the  double  duty  of  imparting  knowl- 
edge, and  of  keeping  fresh  in  the  memory  the  act 
of  the  generous  donor. 

The  action  of  the  Council,  by  which  all  the  fimds 
of  the  institution  of  every  character  and  description 
are  placed  in  the  treasury  of  the  city,  is,  in  our 
opinion,  in  the  highest  degree  judicious. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  order  of 
the  Council  passed  December  14,  1866,  all  the 
fimds  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees,  or  over  which 

*  See  Note  B. 
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they  have  any  control,  have  been  deposited  with 
the  city  treasurer.  Under  this  arrangement  the 
money  belonging  to  the  "  George  Howlaio)  Jr. 
Fund/'  sixteen  hundred  dollars,  and  that  belonging 
to  the  "  Charles  W.  Morgan  Fund,''  one  thou- 
sand dollars,  have  been  placed  in  his  hands  and 
entered  upon  the  books  of  the  treasurer  by  their 
respective  designations.  Twice  a  year,  upon  the 
first  days  of  January  and  July,  there  is  to  be  passed 
to  the  credit  of  the  "  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public 
Library,"  the  interest,  at  the  highest  legal  rate, 
upon  these  united  amounts. 

There  has  also  been  paid  into  the  treasury,  the 
further  sum  of  three'  hundred  and  fifty  eight  dollars 
and  sixty-seven  cents,  as  follows : 

The  amount  unexpended  of  the  George 
Howland  Jr.  fund,  147.87 

The  unexpended  balance  of  the  Horticultur- 
al Society  fund,  110.80 

The  amount  of  the  Charles  Congdon  fund,     100.00 


$358.67 


This  amount  has  been  placed  to  the  credit  of  the 
"  Trustees"  upon  the  treasurer's  books.  Its  expen- 
diture and  the  course  to  be  pursued  in  drawing  it 
from  the  treasury,  as  well  as  the  increase  from  the 
permanent  ftmds  above  named,  are  regulated  and 
controlled  by  number  four  and  number  six  of  the 
orders  of  the  Council  previously  named.  In  ac- 
cordance with  a  provision  of  the  first  named,  the 
Trustees  have  decided  that  the  money  thus  placed 
to  their  credit  shall  be  drawn  by  the  order  of  tbe   m 
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Mayor,  axiting  as  President  of  the  board,  counter- 
signed by  the  Clerk,  and  then,  only  upon  the  pas- 
sage of  a  vote  by  which  the  order  shall  be  author- 
ized. Measures  have  already  been  taken  to  comply 
with  that  part  of  the  directions  of  the  Council 
which  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Trustees  to  keep  a 
detailed  account  of  all  their  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures under  the  operation  of  these  orders. 

We  have  been  gratified  and  encouraged,  in  lay- 
ing before  you  the  foregoing  statement  of  the  ben- 
efactions which  have  been  bestowed  upon  the  City 
in  aid  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

The  high  position  the  institution  holds  hi  the 
minds  of  our  inhabitants,  is  indicated  by  the  facts 
of  the  brief  history  we  have  recited.  Its  true  posi- 
tion, as  a  soiu'ce  of  innocent  recreation ;  as  the  com- 
plement of  our  common  school  system  in  the  work 
of  education ;  as  a  fountain  from  whence  are  con- 
stantly flowing  the  streams  of  knowledge  which 
give  directness,  energy  and  skill  to  those  who  are 
engaged  in  the  various  pm-suits  of  life ;  as  an  in- 
stiounentality  by  whose  aid  the  capacity  is  enlarged 
and  the  taste  refined,  and  by  which  are  supplied  the 
means  for  the  gi*atification  of  the  intellect  and  the 
taste  thus  enlarged  and  elevated;  is  now  under- 
stood and  appreciated.  The  people,  by  whom  and 
for  whom  it  was  established,  have  ever  regarded  it 
with  a  deep  interest;  and  that  interest  has  con- 
stantly increased,  as  experience  has  demonstrated 
its  capacity  for  usefulness,  and  we  have  seen  how 
strong  a  hold  it  has  taken  upon  the  minds  of  those 
who,  when  they  have  felt  anxious  of  so  disposing 
of  their  abmidanee  that  their  fellow-men  might  be 
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blessed  by  the  distribution,  have  looked  upon  the 
Free  Public  Library  as  an  agency  by  which  they 
could  be  sure  to  cany  into  effect  the 'designs  of 
their  enlightened  benevolence.  "There  is  that 
scattereth  and  yet  increaseth :  and  there  is  that  with- 
holdeth  more  than  is  meet,  but  it  tendeth  to  poverty." 

It  is  right  that  wealth  should  flow  into  the  coffers 
of  the  prudent,  the  industrious,  the  enterprising 
and  the  gifted,  but  those  who  are  "blessed  in 
basket  and  in  store "  should  never  forget  that  every 
dollar  they  scatter  abroad  for  the  assistance  and 
exaltation  of  their  fellow  creatures  imparts  a  con- 
secration to  their  possessions  which  adds  to  their 
value  a  hundred  fold. 

The  Tioistees  of  the  public  library  have  ever 
claimed  for  it  the  right  to  be  considered  a  great 
educational  and  reformatory  institution.  This  po- 
sition was  claimed  for  it  by  those  who  presented  to 
the  council  of  the  city  its  first  anmial  report ;  it  has 
been  sustained,  in  some  form,  to  a  greater  or  lesser 
extent,  by  every  communication  subsequently  issued 
from  its  managers ;  and  we  can  assure  those  from 
whom  we  received  the  important  trust  that  we  are 
now  about  to  resign,  that  although  we  may  but  feebly 
set  forth  what  has  been  by  our  predecessors  so 
earnestly  and  forcibly  presented,  we  will  not  yield 
to  any  of  those  who  have  for  the  thirteen  years  which 
preceded  that  of  our  official  connection  with  the  li- 
brary held  the  places  we  now  occupy,  in  our  con- 
victions of  its  usefulness  or  our  heart-felt  desires 
for  its  continued  enlargement  and  prosperity. 

The  continued  high  price  of  books,  particularly 
of  such  as  are  now  wanted  to  fill  the  many  spaces  J| 
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still  vacant  iii  our  collections  of  the  standard  works 
in  English  literature,  has  not  allowed  us  to  extend 
our  purchases  much  beyond  the  current  issues  of 
the  press.  To  pay  the  salaries  of  our  officers,  to 
meet  the  expenses  of  warming  and  lighting,  to  pay 
for  our  long  list  of  periodicals,  and  keep  in  repau* 
the  books  which  under  constant  use  so  rapidly  de- 
teriorate, absorb  a  large  part  of  the  amount  to  which 
the  appropriation  for  the  library  has  been  limited. 
We  ask  not  for  more,  for  more  cannot  legally  be 
allowed;  and  the  people  must,  for  the  present,  be 
content  to  see  their  favorite  institution  fiilly  sus- 
tained in  its  high  position,  patiently  and  hopefully 
looking  forward  to  the  time  when  a  fall  of  prices 
and  an  increase  of  means  will  enable  its  managers 
to  give  it  an  impetus  that  shall  not  cease  until,  in 
its  career  of  substantial  increase  and  enlargement,  it 
shall  reach  a  position  high  among  the  highest  of  the 
depositories  of  knowledge  foimd  in  our  country. 
Respectfully  submitted. 


George  Rowland,  Jr., 
Warren  Ladd, 
Andrew  G.  Pierce, 
James  B.  Congdon, 
Charles  H.  Peirce, 
John  P.  Barker, 

New  Bedford,  Dec.  30, 1865. 


Trustees. 
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NOTE  A. 

Since  the  report  was  written,  the  Hon.  James  Arnold  has  presented  to 
the  library,  Andabon's  magnificent  work  on  the  Birds  of  America.  This 
work,  so  rich  and  so  rare,  the  most  elaborate  and  perfect  contribution 
ever  made  to  Natural  History,  is  an  acquisition  to  the  treasures  of  the 
people's  library,  of  which  they  may  properly  be  proad.  Such  is  its 
rarity  and  beauty,  that  the  possession,  of  itself,  may  be  regarded  as 
giving  a  character  and  standing  to  the  institution  in  which  it  is  found. 
While  the  people  of  New  Bedford  will  rejoice  in  this  valuable  addition 
to  their  library,  they  will  gratefUUy  remember  that  this  act  is  but  the 
continuation  of  a  course  of  generosity  and  beneficence  which  has  for  a 
long  series  of  years  blessed  the  community  in  which  he  resides. 


NOTE    B. 

Should  this  munificent  testamentary  provision  for  educational  pur- 
poses in  New  Bedford  result  in  a  disappointment.  It  would  appear  as  if 
there  must  be  a  ftitallty  attending  every  effort  to  consummate  so  noble 
a  work.  Less  than  ten  years  ago,  one  of  the  speakers  on  the  occasion 
of  the  laying  the  comer-stone  of  our  library  building,  congratulated  our 
people  upon  the  probability  that  a  School  for  Toung  Fkmales,  to  be 
established  and  maintained  by  a  legacy  from  an  eminent  merchant  then 
recently  deceased,  would  shortly  be  opened  in  our  city.  The  expecta- 
tion, hardly,  perhaps.  Justified  by  the  terms  of  the  testament,  under  the 
operation  of  circumstances  which  allow  of  the  expression  of  no  feelings 
but  those  of  regret,  was  doomed  to  disappointment.  But  Qeorob 
HowLAND  had  allowed  us  to  hope»  by  the  conditions  named  in  his  will, 
that  in  some  time  In  the  then  future,  his  devotion  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  to  the  cause  of  education  would  be  expended  for  our  benefit. 
Sylvia  Ann  Howland  unconditionally  and  unquestionably  set  apart 
the  same  noble  sum  to  the  same  noble  object.  In  tlie  first  Instance,  the 
alternative  provision  of  the  testament  was  settled  in  fiivor  of  another 
community.    In  the  other,  if  the  gradons  designs  of  our  bene&ctmM| 
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shall  be  Arustratedi  it  will  be  because  the  technicalities  of  law  shall  tri- 
nmph  over  the  nnmistakable  intention  and  the  incontrovertible  right  of 
this  noble  lady  to  bless  the  community  in  the  midst  of  which  she  was 
bom,  the  place  which  had  always  been  her  h%me  ajid  which,  for  many 
generations,  had  been  the  home  of  her  ancestors,  with  a  portion  of  that 
wealth,  so  large  a  part  of  which  had  been  here  accumulated. 

There  Is  in  reserve  for  us  firom  another  source,  a  Itind  which  has  been 
consecrated  by  the  noble  dead  to  the  same  sacred  object.  Long  may  it 
be  before  it  shall  be  possible  for  an  application  to  be  made'  of  it  for  the 
purpose  to  which  it  is  ultimately  to  be  devoted.  '*  But  when  the  time 
shall  come  that  comes  alike  to  all— late  and  long  may  it  be  ere  it  shall 
come"  to  the  noble  gentlewoman  who  now  makes  her  beautlftil  life  and 
her  ample  means  a  blessing  to  the  community— when  her  administra- 
tion of  the  ftind  devoted  by  William  W.  Swain  to  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion shall  have  terminated,  may  we  not  hope  that  the  community  for 
whose  benefit  it  was  set  apart  may  be  allowed  to  enter  into  a  peaceable 
and  profitable  possession  of  their  legacy? 
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Akin,  Ebenezer, 

Almy,  Charles, 

American  Antiquarian  Society, 

American  Philosophical  Society, 

Bache,  A.  D.,  Supt  U.  S.  Coast  Survey, 
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Barney,  Edwin  L., 
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(continued.) 
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State  Lunatic  Hospital,  NorthamptoD)  1 
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Sumner,  Charles,  1                               8 
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town^  S.  C« 


^ 


REPORT. 

2b  ihe  Mai/or  and  Aldermen^  and  Chmmon  Council  of  the 
City  of  New  Bedford: 

Gentlemen  :  -^  In  accordance  with  the  '*  (Minanoe  for 
the  establish  men t  and  government  of  the  Free  Public  La* 
brary/'  which  provides,  that  the  <*  Trustees  shall  annually  lay 
before  the  City  Council,  a  detailed  report  of  their  doings  and 
of  the  condition  of  the  Library,"  the  Trustees  for  the  year 
1866,  beg  leave,  respectfully,  to  place  before  you  the  Fip^ 
T8ENTH  Annual  Report  of  the  government  of  the  Instka** 
tion. 

The  librarian  has,  as  heretofore,  kept  a  record  of  'the 
delivery  of  books  from  the  Library,  and  by  that  it  appears 
X\i9Li  thirty*five  thousand^  four  hundred  and  five  volumes  have 
been  taken  out  during  the  year.  This  is  the  largest  number 
ever  delivered  in  one  year.  The  daily  average  of  deliveries 
has  been  one  handred  and  twelve.  The  is;}ue  of  cards  has 
reached  seven  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty4wo.  The 
increase  during  the  year  has  been  four  hundred  and  ninety* 
four.  These  statistics  afford  conclusive  evidence  that  the 
public  interest  in  the  Library  of  the  People  has  been  folly 
sustained  during  the.  year. 

It  gives  us  pleasure  to  place  before  you  a  transcript  of*  our 
Record  of  Donations.  While  the  number  has  not  lesseoedi 
the  value  has  exceeded  that  of  any  former  year.  From  the 
National  Government  we  have  continued  to  receive  the  val* 
uable  documents  which  are  published  by  order  of  Congress. 
They  are  sent  to  us  through  the  Department  of  the  Interiori 
and  during  the  present  j^dj^  thirty-five  volumes  have  been 
-received.  ^ 
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The  Hon.  Thomas  D.  Eliot  has  again  placed  us  under 
great  obligations  for  a  large  number  of  valuable  volumes. 
Oar  records  and  reports  abound  with  the  evidences  of  this 
gentleman's  constant  and  long  continued  devotion  to  the 
interests  of  the  Library^ 

From  the  State  Government,  through  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth,  we  have  received  eight  volumes  of  Legisla* 
tive  Documents,  handsomely  and  substantially  bound. 

Twenty»ifcght  volumes  of  valuable  books  have  been  added 
to  our  collection  through  the  liberality  of  the  Hon.  Joseph 
Grinnell,  and  we  embrace  this  opportunity  again  to  thank 
him  for  his  nlost  acceptable  donations. 

In  a  note  to  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  1865, 
mention  is  made  of  a  donation  from  the  Hon.  James  Arnold, 
x)f  "  Audubon's  Birds  of  America."  In  speaking  of  this 
munificent  gift,  we  would  adopt  the  language  of  the  note. 
"  This  work,  so  rich  and  so  rare,  the  most  elaborate  and  per- 
'  feet  contribution  to  Natural  History  ever  made,  is  an  acqui* 
sition  to  the  treasures  x)f  the  people's  library,  of  which  they 
may,  without  impropriety,  be  proud.  Such  is  its  rarity  and 
beauty,  that  the  possession,  of  itself,  may  be  regarded  as 
giving  a  character  and  standing  to  the  institution  in  which 
it  is  found.  Wbile  the  people  of  New  Bedford  will  rejoice 
in  this  valuable  addition  to  their  library,  they  will  gratefully 
temember  that  this  act  is  but  the  continuance  of  a  course  of 
generosity  and  beneficence  which  has  for  a  long  series  of 
years,  blessed  the  community  in  which  the  donor  resides." 

The  following  resolutions  were  passed  and  entered  upon 
the  records  of  the  Trustees,  February  2d,  1866 : 

Beiolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Trustees  of  the  New  Bedford  Free 
Public  Library  ai^  dae,  and  are  hereby  given,  to  the  Hon.  Jambs  Ar* 
HOLD,  for  his  mnnificent  donation  to  the  institation,  of  **  Aodubon*i  Birds  of 
America." 

Eesolvedf  That  the  pleasure  we  feel  and  the  gratitude  we  would  hereby 
^npreiB,  upon  the  acquisition  of  this  noblest  of  all  contributions  to  Natural 
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History,  are  doe,  not  solely  to  the  fact  that  our  collections  derive  from  it  u 
great  increase  of  Talae  and  interest,  but  also,  because  the  donation  convej* 
to  Qs  the  evidence,  that  the  best  and  most  enlightened  minds  among  na  «r« 
intent  upon  sustaining  and  fostering  the  Library  of  the  People. 

E&tolvedj  That  the  President  cause  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  be  tnam- 
Initted  to  Mr.  Arnold. 

Voted,  That  the  Mayor  be  respectfully  requested  to  connnunicate  to  hM 
branches  of  the  City  Council,  the  fact  of  the  receipt,  by  the  Board  of  TtdM" 
tees  of  the  Donation  from  Mr.  Arnold,  and  copies  of  the  resolutions  which 
tlie  Board  have  adopted. 

To  Mr.  Arnold  we  are  also  Indebted  for  another  work  of 
greac  rarity  and  value,  **  Walton's  Polyglot  Bible,"  London, 
1657»     Six  volumes. 

This  year,  the  Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett,  Secretary  of  the 
Btate  of  Rhode  Island,  has  completed  the  work  upon  which 
he  has  several  years  been  engaged,  the  ''  Colonial  Records  of 
Rhode  Island." 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  note  sent  our  librarian  by 
Mr.  Bartlett  with  the  last  volume. 


i 


Statk  of  Rhode  Island, 

Secretary's  Office, 
Providenxe,  February  6,  1866. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  1  send  jou,  by  ezpren  to-day,  for  the  City  Library,  New 

Bedford,  the  Tenth  volume  of  the  Colonial  Records  t)f  Rhode  Mand,  cdm- 

pleting  the  work.    If  your  let  ia  deficient  tn  any  volume,  please  let  me  know 

and  it  shall  be  sent. 

Yours  Respectfully^ 

JOHN  R.  BARTLETT,  Secretary. 

Former  reports  of  Trustees  of  the  Library  have  noticed, 
in  an  appropriate  manner,  the  enlightened  liberality  of  Mr. 
Bartlett,  in  sending  us,  from  time  to  time,  the  volumes  of  the 
work  which  is  now  completed.  Upon  the  reception  of  the 
last  volume,  the  Trustees  felt  called  upon,  in  a  more  formal 
fnanneii  to  express  the  deep  obligation  they  were  under  to 
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that  gentleman.     Under  date  of  March  3,  1866,  the  recortb 

were  made  of  which  we  give  a  transcript 

^  In  view  of  the  interest  which  has  been  manifested  by  the 

Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett  in  the  prosperity  of  oar  institution, 

and  of  the  reception  of  the  valuable  work  which  has  reached 
-  ns  through  his  agency  and  kindness,  the  following  vote  waa 
V  passed: 

Voted,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Trustees  of  the  New  Bedford  Free  Pablic 

Ubrary  be  given  to  the  Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett,  for  the  interest  he  has  shown 

in  the  success  of  our  institution,  and  for  the  yaluable  addition  which  he  ha« 

'^teade  to  the  Library,  by  the  donation  of  the  ten  volumes  of  the  **  Bhode 

Iiland  Colonial  Records." 

Ratolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  record  be  transmitted  to  Mr.  Bartlett 

It  was  as  singular  as  it  was  gratifying,  that  a  few  months 
after  we  had  received  the  *'  Birds  of  America "  from  Mr. 
Arnold,  the  "  Quadrupeds  of  America,"  the  other  great 
work  of  Audubon,  should  be  presented  to  us. 

In  November  we  received  from  Andrew  Robeson,  Esq.i  a 
letter,  of  which  the  following  is  a  cof>y : 

Boston,  9d  Nov.,  1B66. 

'  Snt: — I  haye  sent  yon,  by  express  to-day,  a  box  containing  a  copy  of 

^  Aodabon's  Quadrupeds  of  America,"  which  you  will  please  deposit  In  the 

Public  Library  as  the  gift  of  my  father,  the  late  Andrew  Bobesoo,  of  New 

Bedford.    It  has  not  been  in  my  power  to  comply  earlier,  with  instnieCionff 

long  ago  received. 

Yoars,  Yery'Bespectfully, 

ANDREW  ROBESON,  ExV. 

At  a  Trustees'  meeting,  held  November  16th,  the  receipt 
of  the  work  having  been  stated,  the  following  resolutions 
were  passed : 

Besolvedy  That  tt  has  given  ns  great  pleasure  to  add  to  our  collection  this 
qtlendid  work  of  the  great  naturalist,  Audubon,  and  that  it  affords  us  peco- 
liar  satisfaction  to  have  received  it  as  the  bequest  of  a  gentleman  so  long  a 
resident  in  our  city,  so  widely  known  and  so  universally  respectedi 
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Regohedf  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  be  communicated  to 
^Andrew  Robeson,  Esq.,  through  whom  the  work  was  receivcM],  and  that  Jto 
be  tendered  the  thanks  of  the  Board  for  his  kind  attention  to  hU  fatbes'a 
wishes. 

Among  the  interesting  and  gratifying  incidents  of  the 
year,  has  been  the  reception,  through  the  Hon.  George  How- 
4and,  Jr.,  ex-Mayor  of  the  city,  of  a  comniunication  from  the 
City  Authorities  of  Dartmouth,  County  of  Devon,  England, 
in  reply  to  an  address  which  had  been  sent  them  by  the 
meeting  held  in  New  Bedford  in  September,  iy()4,  to  cele- 
brate the  Two  Hundredth  Anniversary  of  the  incorporation 
of  the  old  town  of  Dartmouth. 

As  all  the  circumstances  connected  with  that  celebration 
are  regarded  with  interest  by  this  community^  we  have 
thought  that  we  might  with  propriety  include  in  this  report 
a  notice,  somewhat  in  detail,  of  this  greeting  from  our  trans- 
atlantic friends.  In  the  Appendix*  will  be  found  at  length 
'the  Address  and  the  Reply,  and  the  documents  connected 
with  them. 

The  reply  is  emblazoned  on  parchment  in  the  brilliant 
totyle  in  which  important  papers  were  written  in  medieeval 
'times.  The  body  of  the  document  is  in  the  ancient.  Secre- 
tary hand,  and  the  heading,  important  word:<,  principal  ini- 
tials and  border  are  beautifully  illuminated  in  gold  and  rich 
colors.  A  more  beautiful  manuscript  does  not,  probably, 
exist  in  this  country.  Great  labor  must  have  been  expended 
upon  it 

The  seal,  which  is  the  most  prominent  part  of  the  docu- 
ment, is  elaborated  with  great  care  and  success.  In  the 
address,  allusion  is  made  to  the  historical  fact,  that  the  fleet 
of  Richard,  Coeur  de  Lion,  assembled  in  the  harbor  of 
Dartmouth,  as  it  v/as  preparing  to  transport  to  the  East  the 
troops  the  King  had  gathered  for  his  crusade.  As  the  seal 
evidently  commemorates  that  event,  it  is  probable  that  at 
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that  time  the  franchise  was  bestowed  up^n  the  Borough. 
The  lower  part  of  the  Seal  is  occupied  by  an  ancient  galley, 
floating  upon  the  water,  above  which  is  a  half-length  por- 
trait of  Richard  supported  by  lions.  The  Star  of  Christian- 
ity shines  over  one,  and  the  Crescent  of  Mahometanism  suir- 
mounts  the  other. 

The  Address  of  the  City  Hall  meeting  was  beautifully 
engrossed  by  Mr.  George  B.  Hathaway,  of  this  city.  It  was 
a  plain  democratic  document,  with  none  of  that  emblazonry 
that  is  so  attractive  in  the  Reply.  Both  have  been  most 
successfully  photographed  by  the  Messrs.  Biers  tad  ts,  and 
copies  sent  to  each  of  the  municipalites  represented  at  the 
celebration.  A  frame  of  Dartmouth  Oak  is  being  carved 
for  the  Reply,  and  when  it  shall  be  thus  surrounded  and  pro- 
tected, it  will  form  one  of  the  most  attractive  objects  in  our 
Library. 

The  model  of  the  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Monument  has 
been  placed  by  the  Joint  Special  Committee  of  the  Council 
in  our  keeping.  It  has  been  carefully  renovated  and  will  be 
placed,  under  a  glass  case,  in  a  conspicuous  place  in  the 
Library  Room.  The  Monument,  rising  in  simple  gcandeur 
in  the  centre  of  our  beautiful  Common,  gives  forth  to  all 
who  gaze  upon  its  significant  and  harmonious  proportions 
and  decorations,  a  vivid  and  faithful  utterance  of  a  patriot- 
ism faithful  unto  death.  But  the  names  of  the  faithful  are 
not  there  —  could  not  have  been  placed  there.  Can  we  not 
supply  this  want,  by  a  printed  and  ornamented  In  Memo^ 
rianiy  which  shall  give,  not  only  the  names  of  those  who  died 
for  their  country,  but  a  brief  narrative  of  such  events  con- 
nected with  ''  New  Bedford  in  the  War  "  as  we  should  wish 
to  have  preserved  for  transmission  to  the  generations  which 
are  to  come  after  us  ? 

In  our  last  report,  we  laid  before  you  a  statement  of  the 
amount  there  is  in  the  Treasury  of  the  city  to  the  credit  of 
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the  "  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library,"  independent  of 
the  city  appropriation. 

The  amount  at  iliat  time  was,  $358.67 

locome  added  during  the  year,  107.35 

Balance  and  income,  $526.02 

Expended  during  the  year,  138.70 

Balance  unexpended,  $387.8S 

Balances  of  the  several  accounts: 

Georjje  Ilowland,  Jr.,  Fund  (income),  $173.57 

Charles  W.  Mor^ran  Fund  (income),  54.35 

Horticultural  Society  Fund,  84.40 

Charles  Con^don  Fund,  75.00 

Total,  $387.8S 

The  possession  of  this  income,  limited  aa  it  is,  has  enabled 
the  trustees  to  supply  some  of  the  wants  of  an  institution 
such  as  ours,  without  devoting  any  part  of  the  City  appro* 
priation  to  any  purpo.se  but  the  purchase  of  books  and  the 
necessary  expenses  for  attendance.  Occasionally  a  picture 
can  be  purchased  having  an  interest  for  all  who  visit  the 
library.  Photographs  of  interesting  documents  may  be  ob- 
tained, and  frames  and  mountings  for  maps  and  engravings. 
Books  of  a  costly  character  can  be  sometimes  purchased 
which  would  be  regarded  as  beyond  the  reach  of  our  meanSf 
had  we  nothing  but  our  regular  appropriation  to  depend 
upon. 

During  the  year  it  has  enabled  us  to  purchase  Marshal's 
valuable  portrait  of  President  Lincoln,  and  to  place  it  in  a 
frame  appropriate  to  a  picture  so  dear  to  the  hearts  of  the 
people.  Photographs  have  been  taken  and  framed  of  the 
"Address"  and  the  "Reply"  of  which  we  have  given  a  detail* 
ed  account  in  another  part  of  this  report 
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Having  this  small  income  at  their  disposal,  the  trustees : 
felt  at  liberty  on  the  15th  of  December,  instant,  to  place  upoa 
their  records  the  following  entry. 

"It  was  represented  to  the  Board,  that  an  opportunity  now^ 
existed  for  obtaining  an  artist  proof  copy  of  the  engraving 
by  James  Sinilie,  of  Bierstadt's  celebrated  painting  of  the 
"Rocky  Mountains;"  and  a  copy  of  the  Chromo- Lithograph 
of  Bradford's  picture  of  "Sealers  Crushed  by  Icebergs,"  re- 
cently exhibited  in  this  city  and  so  universally  admired;  the 
trustees  believing  that  our  Public  Library  should  contain 
these  re-productions  of  two  of  the  most  celebrated  pictures 
by  men  who  for  several  years  were  residents  of  our  City,  and 
whose  reputation  is  a  cause  of  just  pride  to  our  inhabitants : 
do 

Order,  that  subscriptions  be  made,  on  behalf  of  the  Trus- 
tees, for  an  artist  proof  copy  of  the  engraving  of  Bierstadt's 
picture  of  the  "Rocky Mountains ;"  and  for  a  copy  of  the 
chromo-lithograph  of  Bradford's  picture  of  the  "  Sealers 
Crushed  by  Icebergs." 

Such  productions  as  these  are  not  only  interesting  and  at- 
tractive as  works  of  art — as  gratifying  and  training  that  love 
of  the  beautiful  which  claims  an  elevated  rank  among  the 
attributes  of  our  humanity — but  they  fulfil  a  higher  purpose. 
The  pleasure  which  they  confer,  and  the  influence  they  exert, 
are  not  limited  to  the  few  who  have  been  educated  into  a 
delicate  perception  of  the  hidden  "glories  of  art."  They 
reach,  to  impart  both,  pleasure  and  profit,  the  minds  of  the 
masses.  They  educate,  they  elevate,  expand,  refine  and  puri- 
fy{  thus  aiding  in  the  work  of  preparing  man  for  the  pleas- 
ures and  duties  and  trials  of  life.  A  good  picture  is  a  poem ; , 
a  great  picture  is  a  great  poem;  and  Bierstadt  and  Tenny- 
son are  both,  after  the  fashion  appointed  of  their  Creator, 
engaged  in  the  great  work  of  elevating  the  ignorant  and  the 
erring  into  the  higher  plane  of  intelligence  and  virtue. 
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Tb^  School .  Ship  Masscha^s^tts .  has  beeoi  by  the  &|tate, 
^fitbonties,  placed  in  the  waters  of  the  Ajcushnet     Regardf 
iqg  all  01^  board  of  her  a^  residents  of  oar  CUyj  we  have  i^t 
fQfOjed.her  offiqe^rs  that .  our  library  is  opened  to  them,  as  tO; 
t)^x>ther  inhabitants  of  New  Bedford ;  and  have  ext^nd(e;4c 
it^.asC)  under  proper  restrictions^  to  such  of  the  boys  of  the., 
school)  as  it  is  thought  niay  be  benefited  by  the  perusal  of  ^ 
opr  books, ,    They  have,  however,  a  good  library  of  their  ow^) 
which,  through  the  benevolent  agency  of  a  small  band  o{^. 
l^fiw  Bedford  young  ladies,  will  soon.be  largely  increased, 
l^i^^  interest:  manifested  by  the  people  of  our  Cityin  thl9:. 
noble  State  Charity  is  highly  creditable  to  them,  and  wiUv. 
We.do^bt  not,  exert  a  happy  influence  upon  those  wbosQ. 
welfiBure  it. wa^. instituted  to  promote.     How  extensively  ap4; 
fijxnly  bfqs. the  conviction  fastened  itself  upon  the  community; 
t(pjit4he.  Library,  is  an  availing  instrumentality^  npt  only  of . 
ioj^ell^ctual  elevation  and  enlightenment,  but^  of.  moral  reoo* 

v^tionandjeform. 

Tke,  continued  high  price  of  books,  has  restricted  our  por^. 
cb^^S;  for  this  yesucs  as,  for  several  y^rs  past,  almost  exclur 
aiyely .  to  the  new  publications  of  the  An^ncan  press.    We. 
BJtipuldilike  to  do  more,  for  our  lib^ry  is  yet  greatly  deficient;. 
i|^  the  standard  works  of  literature  and  science,  in  our  laiv? 
gU|ig|e ;  but  we  are  content  for  tlie  present  to  do  this,  hoping, 
tb^t  it  will :  not  be  long  before  a  redaction  ia  the  price  of/ 
l|9^kSror.  an  increasiQ  of  means,  will  put  it  in  our  power  to  fiU,, 
iqi,tt^e  n^aiiy,  vacant  places  in  our  catalogue.    9ut  we  would ; 
iDpysi  refsp^tf ully  aslj^  that  a  small  addition  lUf^y  be  road^  tq, 
tl|&  aa|^^al  appropriation,  to  enable^  u^  to  bind  up.  our  period* 
ic^,  literati:^rej  ai;^!  rebiud  a  largQ  nufiibex  of  vojimp^awhicl^^ 
l^^yie  bepoqie  too.xnuph  wprp^fgr  use.   Th^  splendid  wprk  be- 
qiQ^hedt  tp.us  by  Mr.  Rqbeson  being  in.  sheets,  must  be 
bflandfto  be  available,  and  the  binding  will  be  expensive. 

Ati  the  last  session  of  th^  Legislature,  the  limitation  wan 
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removed,  which  restricted  towns  and  cities  as  to  the  amount 
to  be  annaally  appropriated  for  the  support  of  municipal 
libraries.  In  view  therefore  of  the  fact,  that  the  sum  of  about 
five  hundred  dollars  is  immediately  wanted  to  prevent  deteri- 
oration and  render  a  portion  of  our  library  available,  we 
would  respectfully  ask  you  to  allow  that  amount  to  be  added 
to  the  sum  which  has  been  for  several  years,  annually  appro- 
priated, and  that  for  the  present  year  the  sum  of  three  thou- 
sand dollars  be  voted  to  the  Free  Public  Library. 

It  is  ten  years  since  the  publication  of  our  catalogue.  la 
the  mean  time  the  number  of  our  books  has  been  about 
doubled,  being  now  in  excess  of  twenty  thousand  volumes. 
A  complete  catalogue  of  the  books  of  the  library,  not  includ- 
ed in  that  first  published,  is  now  nearly  ready  for  the  press ; 
and  we  are  only  wailing  for  the  means,  to  give  it  to  the  prin- 
ter. The  work  has  been  prepared  by  our  Librarian  at  great 
expenditure  of  time  and  labor,  with  an  accuracy  and  com- 
prehensiveness which  leave  us  in  these  respects  nothing  to 
desire,  and  we  are  anxious  that  it  should  be,  without  delay, 
put  into  a  condition  to  be  used  by  the  public.  It  is  very 
much  needed  by  the  visitors  to  the  library  and  takers  of  the 
books,  and  for  want  of  it  the  usefulness  of  the  institution  is 
seriously  impaired.  A  library  without  a  catalogue  is  like  a 
book  without  an  index.  The  contents  of  neither  can  be 
known  without  a  great  loss  of  time  and  labor.  The  saving 
of  both,  in  one  year,  by  the  officers  of  the  institution  and 
their  visitors,  would  be  equal  in  value  to  the  cost  of  printing 
the  work  so  much  needed.  A  small  sum,  only,  would  be  re- 
quired for  the  printing  and  binding.  The  work  of  prepara- 
tion, the  labor  of  years,  is  so  near  completion,  that  the  man- 
uscript could  at  once  be  placed  in  tbe  bands  of  the  printer. 
We  are  very  desirous  that  a  small  appropriation  for  this  ob- 
ject, BO  important  to  the  interest  of  the  library,  should  be 
made,  that  before  many  months,  this  pressing  want  of  the 
institution  may  be  supplied. 
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In  conclnsion,  the  Trustees  woald  congratnlate  the  City 
Council  upon  the  prosperous  condition  of  the  Free  Public 
Library,  and  upon  the  elevated  position  which  it  occupies  in 
the  estimation  of  the  inhabitants.  Every  year  since  the 
liberal  and  enlightened  action  of  the  City  Government  gave 
it  an  existence,  its  strength  and  its  influence  have  increased, 
and  its  value  and  importance  in  the  minds  of  the  people 
grown  deeper  and  wider.  May  that  liberality  which  estab- 
lished and  has  hitherto  sustained  it,  and  that  devoted  and  en- 
lightened supervision,  which  has  fostered  its  growth  and  re- 
joiced in  its  prosperity,  be  unceasingly  and  increasingly  ex- 
tended, that  its  past,  bright  and  prosperous  ds  it  has  been, 
may  be  eclipsed  by  a  brighter  and  more  prosperous  future. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


John  H.  Perry, 
George  Howland,  Jr., 
Andrew  G.  Pierce, 
Georoe  F.  Kinoman, 
John  P.  Barker, 
James  B.  Conqdon, 


Trustees. 


New  Bedford,  Dec.  31,  1866. 


APPENDIX. 


Address  of  the  Meeting  at  City  Hall,  New  BedforDi 
September  24th,  1864,  for  the  Celebration  of  the  Two 
Hundredth  Anniversary  of  the  Incorporation  of  the 
Town  of  Dartmouth,  to  the  Government  of  the  City 
OF  Dartmouth,  England. 


To  the  Mayor^  Recorder  and  Aldermen  of  the   City  of  Dartmouth^   Couniy 
of  Devon,  England: 

Gentlemen:  —  On  this  day  of  our  solemn  festivity,  while  we  are  assem- 
bled to  commemorate  the  incorporadon,  two  hundred  years  ago,  of  the  town 
called  by  a  name  which  your  historic  city  has  borne  for  nearly  a  thousand. 
We,  the  people  of  the  City  of  New  Bedford,  and  of  the  towns  of  Dartmouth, 
Westport,  Fairhavcn  and  Acushnet,  municipalities  into  which  the  territory 
of  the  mother  town  has  been  separated,  would  to  you,  and  through  you  to 
the  inhabitants  you  represent,  send  a  greeting  of  remembrance  and  regard. 

Forcibly  and  pleasantly  have  we  at  this  time  been  reminded  of  the  many 
interesting  circumstances  which  connect  your  ancient  borough  with  the  town 
whose  corporate  birth-day  we  now  commemorate.  We  call  to  mind  the  ftct, 
that  it  was  from  Dartmouth,  and  in  a  Dartmouth  ship,  bearing  a  name  signifi- 
cant of  that  feeling  of  Concord  which  will,  we  trust,  forever  characterize  the 
intercourse  between  the  two  nations  to  which  we  respectively  belong,  that 
Bartholomew  Gosnold  in  1602  put  forth  upon  his  voyage  to  America,  landed 
upon  our  shores,  and  upon  an  island  often  called  by  his  name,  in  ii|^ 
from  the  spot  upon  which  we  are  now  assembled,  erected  the  first  white 
■nan's  dwelling  upon  the  soil  of  Now  England. 

Deeper  still  have  been  our  recollective  associations  as  we  have  remember- 
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•df  that  it  was  in  your  noble  harbor,  and  in  the  nobler  hearts  and  homes  of  the 
then  inhabitants  of  your  city,  that  our  Pilgrim  Fathers  found  a  shelter,  when 
the  perils  of  the  storm  drove  them  from  their  course  across  the  ocean  to 
found  an  empire  in  the  New  World.  It  was  the  memory  of  that  providential 
preservation,  and  of  the  hospitality  extended  to  them  in  that  hour  of  despon- 
dency and  weakness,'  that  prompted  them,  when  they  went  forth  from  Ply- 
mouth Rock  to  subdue  the  forest  and  extend  the  borders  of  their  Common- 
wealth, to  bestow  upon  this  portion  of  their  goodly  heritage  the  name  of  that 
city  by  the  Mouth  of  the  Dart,  fiom  which  they  had  taken  their  last  depar- 
tare  for  their  new  home  amid  the  wilds  of  America. 

The  occanon  demanded  of  those  who  had  been  selected  to  address  us, 
a  brief  recital  of  that  conflict  which  led  to  the  political  separation  of  the 
Uaited  States  of  America  from  the  land  our  people  have  ever  loved  to  call 
the  Mother  Country. 

And  while  we  have  been  moved  and  saddened  by  the  recital,  we  have  with 
deep  and  grateful  feelings  remembered  that  it  was  William  Legge,  Earl  of 
Dartmouth,  Secretary  of  the  Colonies  under  George  3d,  and  who  derived 
his  title  from  your  ancient  city,  who  gave  the  force  of  his  character  and  com- 
manding talents  in  opposition  to  the  Grenville  Administration,  for  conciliation 
and  peace.  For  the  memory  of  this  fnend  of  Franklin,  the  friend  of  justice, 
the  friend  of  peace,  this  high-minded  christian  gentleman  and  Peer  of  Eng- 
land, we  shall  ever  chei;ish  the  sentiments  of  profound  respect. 

Such  are  some  of  the  links  of  that  golden  chain  of  association  which  at  this 
moment  stretches  across  the  ocean,  and  binds  together  the  city  whose  noble 
harbor  sheltered  the  crusading  fleet  of  the  Lion  Hearted  Richard  with  the 
fiunily  of  communities  which  are  resting  near  the  waters  of  Gosnold*s  Hope. 
We  would  add,  as  a  circumstance  calculated  to  strengthen  the  force  of  the  his- 
toric reminiscences  to  which  we  have  alluded,  that  we,  too,  are  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, a  family  of  fishermen.  At  a  period  not  remote,  a  whaling  fleet  of  near- 
ly four  hundred  ships  belonging  to  the  conununities  we  represent,  manned  by 
more  than  ten  thousand  seamen,  was  afloat  upon  the  ocean. 

We  would  assure  you,  gentlemen,  in  sending  you  this  greeting,  which  finds 
its  justification  in,  and  depends  for  its  interest  upon,  the  incidents  and  cir- 
cumstances we  have  recited,  we  have  a  purpose  deeper  than  the  extensioD  of 
a  compliment,  or  the  indulgence  of  pleasant  and  interesting  associations. 
We  wish  not  to  withold  the  expression  of  the  fact,  that  in  the  civil  strife 
which  is  now  raging  in  our  land,  its  loyal  people  would  fiiin  have  extended  to 
them  that  moral  encouragement  and  support  that  attends  upon  the  favorable 
testimony  of  enlightened  Englishmen.  They  feel  that  they  are  doing  battle 
finr  principles  which  they  have  derived  from  their  Saxon  ancestr}',  and  which 
are  dear  to  the  heart  of  every  Briton. 
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Allow  m,  therefore,  to  express  the  hope,  that  the  reception  of  oar  earnest 
and  affectionate  greeting  will  give  such  a  direction  to  jdor  feelings  and  lead 
to  soch  an  examination  of  the  questions  at  issne  between  as  and  oar  infiitoa- 
ted  Sonthem  fellow-countrymen,  as  shall  result  in  your  giving  the  weight  of 
your  enlightened  minds,  and  the  tesdmony  of  your  Christian  character,  to  the 
cause  of  universal  freedom.  We  address  you  amidst  the  smoke  and  the  roar 
of  the  conflict;  but  we  hope  and  believe  that  the  end  is  near  —  and  when 
peace  shall  be  restored,  and  the  flag  of  our  country  shall  again  wave  over  an 
undivided  soil  and  a  united  people,  we  feel  assured  that  soch  will  then  be  oar 
condition,  that  closer  than  it  has  ever  been  before,  will  be  the  union  between 
OS  and  our  Mother  Country. 

DaUd  at  the  City  Hall  in  the  City  of  New  Bedford^  this  fourteenth  day  of 
September,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eiffht  hundred  and  sixty-four,  tipon  the 
two  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  incorporation  of  the  Town  of  Dartmouth. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  City  and  ef  iShe  towns  of  Dart- 
tnauth,  Westport,  Fairhaven  and  Acushnet, 

MAYOR  AND  ALDERMEN  OF  NEW  BEDFORD. 

GEORGE  HOWLAND,  Jr.,  Mayor. 
WARREN  LADD, 
JOHN  P.  BARKER, 
GEORGE  G.  GIFFORD, 
MATTHEW  HOWLAND, 
AMBROSE  VINCENT, 
JOHN  H.  PERRY. 

HENRY  T.  LEONARD,  City  Cleik. 


COMMON  COUNCIl.  OF  NEW  BEDFORD. 

HENRY  J.  TAYLOR,  President  HENRY  ffiLLMAN, 

WILLIAM  BOSWORTH,  GEORGE  F.  KINGMAN, 

CALEB  HAMMOND,  JOHN  P.  KN0WLE8,  2d.. 

WILLIAM  G.  TABER,  GEORGE  R.  PHILLIPS, 

ELLIS  PERRY,  JOHN  W.  MACOMBER, 

DAVID  B.  KEMPTON,  ANDREW  G.  PIERCE, 

HUMPHREY  SEABURY,  WILLIAM  N.  CHURCH, 

J.  FRANKLIN  KEEN,  CORNELIUS  HOWLAND, 
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CHARLES  H.  TABEB,  L.  IL  KOLLOCK, 

DANIEL  HOMER,  CHARLES  H.  6IFF0RD, 

OLIVER  P.  BRI6HTMAN,  WILUAM  BOWEN, 

JOSIAH  S.  BONNET,  CHARLES  H.  SHERMAN. 

WILUAM  A.  CHURCH,  Qeik  of  Commoa  Couneil, 

8BLBCTXEN  OP  DABTMOUTH. 

JIREH  SHERMAN,  RICHARD  LAPHAM, 

CALYIN  K.  TURNER,  WILLIAM  BARKER,  Jr., 

Town  Clerk* 

BSUBCTMBV  OP  WS8TPORT. 

£.  p.  BROWNELL,  THOMAS  SANFORD, 

GEORGE  LAWTON,  ISRAEL  ALLEN, 

Town  Clerk. 

8BLBCTICSN  OF  PAIBBAVBN. 

BARTHOLOMEW  TABER,  ELLERT  T.  TABER, 

E.  &  ALMT,  TUCKER  DAMON,  Jb., 

Town  Clerk. 

SKLKCTMESf  OF  ACUSBHBT. 

CTRUS  E.  CLARK,  WALTER  SPOONER, 

PARDON  TABER,  Jb.  JABEZ  WOOD,  Town  Clerk. 


The  reply  was  sent  to  the  Trustees  by  ex- Mayor  Rowland 

to  whom  its  envelope  was  directed,  accompanied  by  the 

following  note : 

87  Sixth  Stbeet,  Nbw  Bbdfobd, 

8d  mo.  9(1,  1S66. 
To  (ke  Thitteet  qf  the  Frtt  Public  Library: 

GBNTuniBM :  —  A  few  days  nnce,  on  the  22d  ultimo,  the  anniyerMry  of 
the  birth  of  our  beloved  WasbingtOD,  I  received  from  Dertmoatb,  Comtjr  of 
Defoo,  Enf^snd,  a  rqdj  to  the  memorial  adopted  by  the  gatbeiiBg  of  the 
people  of  the  original  town  of  Dartmouth,  on  the  ooeanon  of  tbe  oelebtatieo 
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of  the  Two  Hundredth  Annivenary  of  the  incorporatioo  of  the  town,  on  the 
24th,  of  September  1864 :  which  I  herewith  present,  together  with  the  nole 
accompanying  it  from  Sir  Henry  Paul  Seale,  Baronet,  Mayor  of  that  city. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  having  the  reply  appropriate- 
ly firamed  and  hung  in  soaie  conspicnous  place  in  the  public  room  of  the 
Library,  that  those  who  desire,  may  have  an  opportunity,  not  only  to  examine 
the  beautiful  style  in  which  it  is  executed,  but  also  to  read  the  noble  senti* 
ments  it  contains,  and  thus  transmit  them,  in  the  language  of  the  Reply,  **to 
our  children  and  our  children's  children." 

Your  friend  and  CoHeagoe, 

GEORGE  HOWLAND,  Jr. 


The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  address  of  ex-Mayor  How* 
landi  which  was  published  in  connection  with  the  Reply: 

To  the  OenUemen  toho  conMuied  the  Municipal  Authoritiei  of  New  Bedford^ 
Dartmouth^  Westport^  Fairhaoen  and  Acushnet^  at  the  date  of  the  Centennial 
Celebration  m  the  year  1864 : 

Respected  Friends  :  —  It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  inform  yon,  that 
I  have  tiiis  day  received  from  the  Mayor  of  Dartmouth)  England,  a  notei  ac« 
companied  by  the  reply  of  the  Municipal  Body  of  that  city,  to  the  address 
which  you,  in  behalf  of  the  people  you  respectively  represented  at  our  Cen- 
tennial Celebrationi  caused  to  be  forwarded  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  ancient 
Borough.  Our  friendly  greeting  has  called  forth  a  response,  earnest  and 
affectionate.  That  you,  and  the  people  you  represented  when  you  placed 
your  name  to  the  Address,  and  sent  it  across  the  Atlantic,  may  enjoy  the 
pleasure  to  be  derived  from  the  hearty  and  cordial  sentiments  of  the  reply,  I 
place  it  before  yoU|  together  with  the  note  of  Sir  Henry  Paul  Seale,  the 
Mayor.  Your  interest  in  this  valuable  and  interesting  document  will  be  in- 
creased, when  you  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  splendidly  illnmi* 
nated  manuscript  It  will  be  deposited  in  the  New  Bedford  Free  Public 
Library,  where,  as  soon  as  it  shall  be  frtuned  so  that  it  may  be  preserved  fitNn 
injury  all  who  may  wish  will  have  the  privilege  of  seeing  it. 

I  would  express  the  hope  that  the  aid  of  the  photographer,  which  proved 
•0  socceHfnl  in  multiplying  copies  of  the  address,  may  be  resorted  to  for  the 
nme  purpose  in  relatioa  to  the  reply,  that  each  of  the  municipalities  nay  be 
fnmithad  with  a  eopy  of  both. 
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Tbe  date  of  this  greeting  from  Old  Kugland,  is  the  4th,  of  July,  1863  —  its 
arrival  here  is  upon  a  day  equally  aaspicious  to  America. 

With  much  Respect, 

GEORGE  HOWLAND,  Jr., 

Mayor  of  New  Bedford,  in  1864  and  1865. 

Wabrinoton'8  Birth-day,  1866. 

7b  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Council  of  the  City  of  New  Bedford,  and  the 
Selectmen  of  Dartmouth,  Westport,  Fairhaven  and  Acmhnet,  State  of 
Ma$9aehtueU»,  Untied  States  of  America, 

Rrspected  Friends  :  —  I  have  the  high  honor  and  great  pleasure,  in 
compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Municipal  Corporation  of  the  Borough  of 
Clifton  Dartmouth  Hardness,  of  which  I  am  at  present  Mayor  and  Chief 
Magistrate,  to  forward  to  you  for  your  acceptance,  the  reply  of  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  Burgesses  and  Recorder  of  the  Borough,  unanimously  voted  on 
their  behalf  by  their  Council,  to  the  \ery  friendly  and  handsome  address 
lately  received  by  them  from  you. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  submitting  to  you  for  myself  individually,  the 
cordial  assurances  of  the  high  respect  and  esteem  which  I  entertain  for  you 
and  your  great  and  glorious  Republic. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

il.  P.  SEALE,  Baronet, 

Mayor  of  Dartmouth. 

Dated  Mount  Boone,  Dartaiouth,  County  of  Devon,  > 
England,  Nov.  4th,  1865.  ^ 

REPLY. 

To  Ae  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Council  of  Ike  City  of  New  Bedford,  and  to  the 
Selectmen  of  the  townx  of  Dartmouth,  Wentport,  Fairhaoen  and  Acushnet, 
State  of  MasiachHuettn,  United  States,  North  America, 

Gbktlbmrn  :  —  We,  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough 
«f  Clifton  Dartmouth  Hardness,  in  the  County  of  Devon  in  England,  by  the 
CooRoil  of  Che  Borough,  ami  i,  Albert  William  Beetham,  Recorder  of  the 
Borough,  most  gratefully  accept  your  affectionate  greetings  and  accompany- 
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ing  testmonialfl  of  regard.  We  shall  place  them  among  our  municipal 
records,  and  cause  them  to  be  preserved  with  the  greatest  care,  in  the  boiie 
that  our  children  and  our  children's  children  may  be  induced  to  cherish  and 
keep  alive  the  feeling  of  amity  which  now  exists  between  the  two  great 
nations,  the  younger  of  which  clings  to  the  fond  memory  of  a  comnx>n 
descent,  and  in  all  her  own  power  and  might,  exults  in  the  prosperity  of  the 
Mothei;  Country. 

We  are  particularly  struck  with  the  &ct,  that  your  affectionate  greetings  have 
been  tendered  to  us  by  you  under  peculiar  circumstances.  We  are  deeply 
gratified  in  finding,  that  in  joy  and  sorrow,  you  have  been  pleased  to  con- 
nect ns  with  yourselves  in  your  minds.  In  the  festive  proceedings  attending 
the  celebration  of  the  Two  Hundredth  Anniversary  of  the  incorporation  of 
your  town  of  Dartmouth,  we  were  greatly  honored  by  your  remembrances ; 
and  during  the  lamentable  strife  which  kttely  existed  between  two  branches 
of  our  descendants,  equally  regarded  with  admiration,  rejpect  and  affection, 
you  were  not  unmindful  of  us  or  regardless  of  our  thoughts  and  opinions. 
We  offer,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  cordiality  our  hearty  congratulations 
on  the  prosperity  of  the  communities  we  now  address,  and  of  that  great 
and  glorious  community,  once  more  united,  of  which  you  form  a  part ;  and 
we  congratulate  you  most  heartily  on  the  termination  of  that  civil  strife  which 
has  raged  among  you.  We  most  fervently  hope  and  trust,  that  ere  this,  our 
response  to  your  affectionate  address  shall  have  reached  you,  all  feelings  of 
animosity  may  have  been  buried,  and  have  been  succeeded  by  those  generous 
sentiments  which  should  fill  **  the  breasts  ot  toemen,  worthy  of  each  others' 
steel." 

Friendship  once  more  restored,  we  hope  to  see  you  progress  in  the  paths 
of  civilization  and  freedom.  We,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Old  Country  in  the 
Old  World,  glory  in  the  freedom  we  enjoy  under  our  old  institutions,  modi- 
fied or  renovated  as  the  time  and  circumstances  require.  And  we  rejoice 
that  a  nation,  sprung  from  a  common  ancestry,  in  extending  freedom  and  civi- 
lization in  a  New  World,  shows  by  its  acts,  that  freedom  is  that  for  which  she 
will  live  and  die,  and  that  freedom  is  the  bond  of  union  between  us,  freedom 
is  the  watch  word  which  she  shouts  to  us  across  the  Atlantic.  We  fervently 
hope  that  we  may  be  united  by  this  common  sentiment,  and  that  civilization 
and  science  may  continue  to  find  the  means  of  bringing  us  closer  and  closer 
together. 

The  electric  fiuid  travelling  below  the  mighty  waves,  silently  and  unseen, 
communicates  from  mind  to  mind.    We  fondly  reflect  that  Newcomen's* 


*  Tbomu  Neweomen,  a  meohaoio  of  Dartmouth,  wu  the  flmt  to  moke  the  uteam  encine 
a  profitable  motive  power.  Within  a^ hundred  yearf,  a  Kewconien  steam  engine  has  oeen 
at  work  at  the  ooal  mines  of  Ehoda  Ifland. 
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geniue  helped  to  show  to  inaii  how  with  safety,  ease  and  speed  to  traiispoil 
himself  from  the  Dartmouth  of  your  forefathers  to  the  municipalities  in  the 
New  World,  to  whose  founders  Old  Dartmouth  is  pleased  to  be  reminded  she 
once  showed  hospitality  and  rendered  assistance. 

Accept  the  assurance,  that  we,  *^one  and  all,"  entertain  for  you  and  your 
country  most  strong  feelings  of  regard,  admiration  and  respect,  and  trust 
that  the  fHendship  of  the  two  great  and  glorious  nations  may  never  be  dis- 
turbed. 

We  beg  you  in  return  to  cherish  those  kind  and  friendly  feelings  which 
your  late  Centennial  Celebration  appears  to  have  aroused,  and  to  believe 
that  the  good  ship  '^  Concord"  will  always  find  Old  Dartmouth  in  England  the 
same  Harbor  of  Refuge  to  which  in  olden  time  she  directed  the  **  Speedwell** 
and  the  ^'Mayflower." 

Dartmouth,  4th  of  July,  1865. 

HENRY  PAUL  SEALE,  Baronet,  Mayor, 
ALBERT  W.  BEETHAM,  Recorder. 

PERCY  HOCKIN,  Town  Clerk. 

SAM.  W.  PRIDEAUX, 
R.  F.  BURKOUGH, 
GEO.  IIINGSTON. 

JOHN  BULLEY,  WM.  ASHFORD,  Jr., 

THOMAS  W.  EALES,  ROBERTO  WAFFIN, 

DOMINIC  STONE,  ROBT.  M.   MORTIMER, 

SAM'L  N.  ELLIOT,  AUGUSTUS  NEWMAN,  M.  D. 

WM.  SMITH,  RICHARD  W.  E(iG, 

MARK  FOX,  ROBERT  CRANFORD. 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY, 


FOB   THE   YEAH  1868. 
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TRUSTEES. 

His  Honor,  Andrew  G.  Pierce,  Mayor  of  the 
City. 

Horatio  Hathaway,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Com- 
mon Council. 

George  H.  Dunbar,  Esq.,  Chaiiman  of  the  Joint 

Standing  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

Hon.  George  Howland,  Jr.,  ^ 

James  B.  Congdon,  Esq.,        >  at  large. 

Warren  Ladd,  Esq.,  ) 

COMMITTEES. 

ox  TIIE  LIBBABY. 

Andrew  G.  Pierce,        George  Howland,  Jr., 

James  B.  Congdon. 

BUILDINO. 

WAiiREN  Ladd,  George  H.  Dunbar, 

Horatio  Hathaway. 

ACCOUNTS. 

George  H.  Dunbar,  James  B.  Congdon, 

Horatio  Hathaway. 

LIBRARIAN. 

Egbert  C.  Ingraham. 

ASSISTANT  LIBRARIAN. 

Sophia  E.  Almy. 

JANITOR. 

Edward  T.  Chapma:s. 


DONATIONS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1867. 

BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS. 

Douors.  Volumes.  Pamphlets. 

Bound.  Unbound. 

Allen,  WiUlam  H., 19 

American  Antiquarian  Society, 1 

American  Philosophical  Society, 1 

Boston  City  Library, 1 

Boston  Society  of  Natural  History, 1 

Brown,  Oliver  H.  P., 4 

Bureau  ReAigecs,  Frcedmen,  &c., 1 

Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane, 1 

Chapin,E.S., 1 

Chisholm,  £.  H., 3 

Ck>e,  Rev.  I.  H., 1 

Coffin,  William  C 1                        19 

Coggeshall,  Thomas, 1 

Congdon,  James  B., 5                        69 

Crapo,  Philip  N., 4 

Detroit  Young  Men*s  Society, 1 

Dexter,  Franklin  B., 1 

Dyer,  E.  Porter, •  •  .  .  1 

Eldridgc,  Martin  L., 1 

Eldridge,  Rev.  R.  B., 1 

Eliot,  Thomas  D. 70            11         21 

Fessenden  &  Baker, 2            12        149 

Fitchburg  Town  Library, 1 

Hart,  Charles  H., 2 

Harvard  College, 3 

Haven,  Rev.  E.  0., 1                         6 

Hickcox,  John  H., 1 

Hough,  Franklin  B 1 

Howland,  George,  Jr., 1                         1 

Hutchinson,  Sylvander, 2 

Library  Company,  Philadelphia, 2 

Long  Island  Historical  Society, 1 

Lowell  City  Library 1 

Manchester  Public  Library, 1 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  Boston, ...  2 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  N.  T., .  .  .  .  1 

Mercantile  Library  Company,  Philadelphia, .  .  1 

Newburyport  Public  Library, 1 

New  York  State  Library, 1 

Peabody  lostitntey  South  Danvera,  Mass., .  . 
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DONATIONS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1867, 

(C()NT1NUK1>.) 

Donors.  Volames.  Pamphlets. 

Bonnd.  Unbound. 
Pelrco,  Benjamin,  Supt.  Const  Survey,  ....      1 

Phipps,  Abner  J., 1 

Piper,   William  II., 1 

Pitman,  Robert  C, 10 

Quint,  Rev.  A.  II., *  2 

Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute, 1 

Sanborn,  F.  B., 1 

Smithsonian   Institution, 3 

Springfield  City  Library  Association, 1 

State  of  Rhode  Island, 1 

Stetson,  Thomas  M., 1 

Sumner,  Charles, 1  7 

Taber  Brothers, 1 

Taunton  Public  Library, 1 

Teuney,  J.  E., 1 

United  States,  Department  of  the  Interior, .  .    G7 

United  States,  Sanitary  Commission, ....  5 

Waltham  Public  Library,  . 1 

Willey,  II., 2 

Wilmington  Institute, 1 

Wilson,  Henr}', *. 7 

Worcester  Public  Library,  .  .   •   • 1 

Worth,  Benjamin, 2 

Young  Meu*s  Association,  Buffalo, 1     . 

Young  Men*s  Mercantile  Library  Association, 

Cincinnati, 1 

Youug  Men*s  Mercantile  Library  Association, 

Pittsburg, 1 

NEWSPAPERS,  &c. 

Bray  ton,  David,— By-Laws   of  the  Schooner  John  Allyno  Mining 

Company. 
Coffin,  William  C.,— New  Bedford  Mercury,  1829-32, 133  numbers. 

New  Bedford  Gazette,  1831-32,  80  numbers. 
Durfec,  William,— Dial  of  the  Seasons :  a  chart. 
Gifford,  Frederick  S.,— The  Scientific  American,  12  volumes. 
Glasson,  Captain  J.  J.,— The  Richmond  Whig,  April  15, 1865. 
Green,  Thomas  A.,— The  Anti-Slavery  Standard,  1866. 
Pope,  William  G.  £.,— The  Whaleman's  SMppYng  lAaV  ^^"^i  ^^^^^ 

1843-61,  ISvolamea. 


Re  POUT. 


To  His  Honor  the  Mayor^  and  the  Gentlemen  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  of  the  Common 
Council  of  the  City  of  New  Bedford: 

The  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  in 
accordance  with  the  Ordinance  of  the  city  by 
which  it  was  established,  beg  leave  respectfully  to 
present  to  you  their  Sixteenth  Aistnual  Repokt. 

It  is  evident  from  the  report  of  our  librarian, 
that  there  has  been,  during  the  last  year,  no 
abatement  of  the  interest  with  which  this  institution 
has  been  regarded  by  the  inhabitants  of  our  city 
from  the  date  of  its  opening. 

The  average  delivery  of  books,  and  the  increase 
of  cards  issued,  are  gi'eater  than  ever  before; 
and  the  number  of  volumes  taken  is  within  a 
few  hundred  of  the  highest  niunber  ever  before 
reported. 

Thirty-four  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty 
volumes  have  been  delivered,  to  be  taken  from  the 
library. 

One  hundred  and  fourteen  has  been  the  daily 
average  of  deliveries  for  the  year. 


The  increase  of  cards  issued  has  been  five 
hundred  aiid  forty-nine. 

The  whole  number  of  cards  issued  is  eight 
thousand  ttao  hundred  and  nineteen. 

These  numbers,  while  they  are  indicative  of  the 
activity  of  the  operation^  of  the  People's  Library, 
and  of  the  importance  of  the  institution  as  an 
agency  for  the  supply  of  the  means  of  rational 
entertainment  and  intellectual  cultivation,  are  far 
from  giving  a  complete  view  of  the  work  which  it 
performs  as  one  of  the  educational  instfiunentalities 
of  our  city. 

To  place  good  books  within  the  reach  of  all  our 
inhabitants,  and,  in  this  way,  to  enable  them,  after 
the  school  course  is  completed  and  the  active 
labors  of  life  commenced,  to  follow  up  the  work  ol 
intellectual  discipline  and  the  attainment  of  useful 
knowledge,  is,  without  doubt,  the  main  design  ol 
the  Free  Public  Library. 

To  the  accomplishment  of  this  design,  the  efforts 
of  its  managers  have  been  principally  directed. 
To  an  extent  hardly  anticipated  when  the  first 
movement  was  made  in  this  popular  and  successful 
undertaking,  this  end  has  been  attained.  Om* 
books,  now  about  twenty  jone  thousand  in  number,  are 
free  to  all.  The  fimdamental  idea  of  the  legislative 
action  upon  the  subject  of  public  libraries,  that  the 
governmental  agencies  for  the  enlightenment  of  the 
people  should  not  be  restricted  in  their  operations 
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to  the  brief  periods  of  childhood  and  youth,  has  had 
an  extensive  and  highly  satisfaetoiy  development 
in  the  experience  of  oiu*  institution.  "We  would 
not  be  deterred,  by  the  fact  that  we  have  often 
before  given  expression  to  the  same  views  m 
relation  to  the  work  which  has  been  and  is  being 
accomplished  by  our  free  library,  from  again 
presenting  them  to  your  consideration.  It  is  the 
educational  idea,  connected  with  our  free  public 
libraries,  which  gives  them  their  strong  hold  upon 
the  minds  of  the  people,  and  which  lies  at  the 
foundation  of  their  claim  to  a  support  at  the 
expense  of  the  public.  The  thought  is  now  familiar 
and  fundamental  with  the  American  people,  that 
collections  of  books  in  all  the  branches  of  knowledge 
and  literature,  established,  sustained  and  enlarged 
by  governmental  authority,  and  fi'ee  to  all,  as  are 
the  teachings  of  the  school-room,  are  agencies  by 
which  is  fostered  the  growth  of  those  elements 
of  character  which  secure  freedom  to  the  people, 
stability  to  the  government,  and  to  the  gi'eatest 
possible  extent,  the  elevation  and  dignity  of 
humanity. 

Where,  in  this  work  of  educating  the  people 
the  agency  of  the  government  should  cease,  is  a 
problem  which  remains  to  be  solved.  There  are 
those  who  regard  all  interference  on  the  part  of 
the  government  as  uncalled  for  and  injurious ;  and 
others,  who  would  place,  at  the  public  expense^  all 
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university  attainments  and  honors  within  the  reach 
of  all.  "We  have  no  occasion  to  enter  upon  this 
discussion.  The  people,  jfree  to  act  in  the  future 
as  in  the  past,  will  ultimately  settle  this  question 
in  the  manner  best  calculated  to  promote  the 
highest  interests  of  the  commimity.  It  is  sufficient 
for  us  to  know,  that  they  have  clearly  determined 
the  position  of  the  Free  School  and  the  Free 
Public  Library;  and  that  we  have  an  undoubting 
assurance  that  they  have  acted  in  accordance  with 
the  truest  principles  of  public  policy,  in  assigning 
to  the  school  and  the  library,  the  place  now  held 
by  them  in  this  Commonwealth,  as  indispensable 
agencies  for  the  promotion  of  the  general  welfare. 

It  is  believed  that  the  affairs  of  the  Free  Public 
Library  of  New  Bedford,  during  the  sixteen 
years  of  its  existence,  have  been  administered  in 
accordance  with  this  fundamental  idea,  and  that 
the  result  has  been  of  a  character  to  sustain  the 
action  of  the  General  Court  in  the  passage  of  the 
law,  and  of  the  City  Council  in  taking  advantage 
of  its  provisions. 

We  have  said,  that  the  circulation  of  books 
among  the  people  is  but  a  part,  although  it  may  be 
the  most  important  part,  of  the  educational  work 
performed  by  the  library. 

We  have  many  readers  who  do  not  take  away 
their  books. 

Our  periodicals,  the  list  comprising  most  of  the 
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moi-e  important  published  in  this  country  and  some 
of  the  most  valuable  from  Great  Britain,  are 
always  accessible,  and  our  tables  are  rarely  without 
readers. 

Constant  reference  is  made  to  our  books  by  those 
who  wish  for  information  upon  some  particular 
point;  and  we  look  upon  this  as  one  of  the  most 
important  and  satisfactory  advantages  which  the 
public  derive  from  the  library.  And  this  advantage 
is  not,  like  the  circulation  of  our  books,  confined 
to  our  own  inhabitants.  The  examination  of  our 
books  is  denied  to  none,  all  are  invited  to  visit  our 
rooms,  and  the  knowledge  to  be  found  there  is  free 
to  all. 

Thus  to  the  takers  of  our  books,  and  to  those 
who  read  and  consult  them  at  our  tables,  there 
comes  knowledge  that  aids  in  the  pursuits  of 
business,  —  intellectual  attainments  which  impart 
pure  and  elevated  enjoyment,  while  they  train  the 
mind  to  higher  and  still  higher  reaches  of  thought 
and  to  wider  and  ever  widening  fields  for  the 
exercise  of  the  faculties  which  have  been  conferred 
upon  us.  Aid  is  obtained  for  the  discharge  of 
duty,  and  the  pathway  of  duty  is  brightened  by 
the  companionship  which  at  the  same  time  gives 
guidance  and  strength. 

We  believe,  that  when  juster  views  of  what 
truly  constitutes  education  shall  generally  obtam, 
that  the  importance  of  a  large  library^  &e^  \ic^  \k^ 


12 


people,  will  be  more  widely  felt  and  more  fully 
understood. 

"We  are  convinced,  that  when  success  shall  crown 
the  efforts  now  being  made  to  remove  from  the 
paths  of  the  children  and  youth  of  our  land  the 
many  obstacles  which  encumber  their  progress  in 
mental  training  and  the  attainment  of  knowledge; 
when  philosophy  shall  have  poured  the  light  of 
truth  upon  our  present  methods  of  teaching,  and 
enabled  us  to  form  a  true  estimate  of  the  value  of 
that  which  is  taught;  when  the  work  of  fostering 
the  growth  of  the  intellect  and  imparting  to 
it  what  it  claims  for  its  expansion  and  what  it 
demands  as  materials  for  its  activities  shall  be 
taken  from  the  hands  of  pedants  upon  whose  minds 
the  time  educational  idea  has  never  dawned,  that 
then,  and  not  until  then  will  the  tiiie  place  of 
the  library  as  an  instrumentality  in  the  work  of 
education  be  understood. 

To  this  effort,  now  fairly  inaugurated,  and  which 
is  claiming  and  receiving  the  earnest  attention 
of  many  scholarly  and  philanthropic  minds,  wc 
would  add  the  help,  feeble  as  it  may  be,  of  our 
heartfelt  wishes,  and  the  sincere  declaration  of 
our  convictions  of  its  claims  upon  all  who  are 
engaged  or  interested  in  the  work  of  education. 

Not  much  longer,  we  ardently  hope,  will  the 
alderman  of  London,  who,  at  an  educational 
festival  gave  as  a  toast,  "  The  three  E's.    Beading  I 
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Ritiugll  and  Rithmetic  I ! ! "  hold  his  place  a  ais 
tnie  exponent  in  everything  but  orthography, 
of  the  common  idea  of  educational  training  and 
acquirements. 

We  presume  that  at  this  gathering,  the  turtle  fed 
aldermen  and  their  sympathizing  companions  at  the 
board,  hardly  supposed  that  this  zealous  expounder 
and  defender  of  the  true  faith  in  the  matter  of 
schools,  schooling  and  school-masters  had  been 
guilty  of  any  wrong  either  of  omission  or  commis- 
sion, when  in  his  sententious  alliteration  he  gave 
utterance  to  this  truly  aldermanic  idea  of  the 
nature  and  purpose  of  education. 

There  are  many,  who,  while  they  laugh  at  the 
ignorance  which  allowed  this  city  official  to  give 
point  and  importance  to  his  toast  by  the  artful  aid  of 
alliteration,  have  never,  in  their  views  of  the  nature 
and  work  of  education,  occupied  any  higher  ground 
than  that  of  the  alderman  and  his  associates. 
They  may  carry  their  views  of  what  the  school 
acquisitions  of  the  yoimg  should  be  somewhat 
beyond  what  is  contained  in  his  brief  exposition, 
but  they  still,  in  all  that  is  heaJthy,  expansive  and 
elevating  in  the  work  of  education,  are  as  ignorant 
and  grovelling  as  he. 

We  claim  for  the  young  emancipation  fix)m  the 
tyranny  that  has  so  long  oppressed  them;  release 
from  the  burthens  which  they  have  so  long  painfully 
and  uselessly  borne;  freedom  from  t\ift  cJVi^^aj^^"" 
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with  which  ignorance,  pedantry  and  prescription 
have  barricaded  the  pathway  of  the  children  and 
youth  of  our  country  as  they  have  sought  mental 
training  and  intellectual  riches. 

It  is  not  using  the  language  of  exaggeration  to 
say,  that  our  methods  of  teaching  are,  to  a  great 
extent,  tyrannical,  burthensome,  and  beset  with 
unnatural  and  cruel  obstacles. 

We  speak  not  of  the  ferule  or  the  rod;  for  wo 
are  blessed  in  the  belief  that  these  companions 
of  the  stocks  and  the  whipping-post,  will  soon 
disappear  from  the  school-room  as  the  last  named 
instruments  of  torture  have  from  the  public  square. 

But  we  speak  of  the  tyranny  that  demands  of  a 
child,  with  a  penalty  in  the  case  of  a  failure,  the 
performance  of  a  task  which,  in  the  condition  of 
his  intellectual  development,  is  utterly  out  of  the 
reach  of  its  ability  to  perform  as  it  is  to  comprehend. 
As  well  demand  of  an  infant  that  it  lift  a  thousand 
poimds  in  emulation  of  the  feats  of  Dio  Lewis. 

We  speak  of  the  hurtlien  which  the  intellect 
of  the  child  is  so  often  obliged  to  bear,  as  it  is 
painfully  striving  to  work  out  a  problem  wliich  is 
the  "  order  of  the  day,"  when  the  power  to  grapple 
with  its  meaning  and  with  the  methods  of  its 
solution  has,  as  yet,  no  existence  in  its  undeveloped 
understanding. 

We  speak  of  the  obstacles  to  a  free  and  natiural 
development  of  the  mental  powers   which  arise 
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from  an  ignorance  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  of  the 
true  methods  and  objects  of  intellectual  culture  — 
an  ignorance  which  regards  the  work  of  education 
in  any  particular  instance  as  accomplished,  when 
the  memory,  tortured  into  activity  by  the  fear  of 
corporal  suflfering,  gives  forth  a  result  that  agrees 
with  the  answer  in  the  book. 

There  is  tyranny  in  demanding  from  a  child  an 
answer  to  an  arithmetical  question  beyond  the 
range  of  its  powers  of  thought;  and,  under  a 
mistaken  idea  of  the  superlative  importance  of  this 
branch  of  learning  as  an  instrument  for  increasing 
the  range  and  the  power  of  the  mental  faculties, 
making  his  study  so  constantly  and  so  prominently 
an  object  of  attention  in  the  routine  of  the  school, 
that  the  intellect  is  dwarfed  rather  than  expanded, 
and  a  low  conception  of,  if  not  a  positive  repugnance 
to,  all  generous  and  expansive  intellectual  attain- 
ment, is  created  and  confirmed. 

There  is  a  burthen,  and  one  that  is  often  too 
grievous  to  be  borne,  placed  upon  the  boy  or  the 
girl,  who,  at  the  age  of  ten  or  twelve  years,  is 
placed  in  the  grammar  class  and  called  upon  to 
expound  the  mysteries  of  language. 

We  can  hardly  find  fitting  words  with  which  to 
express  our  indignation  at  the  outrage  which  has 
so  long  been  inflicted  upon  the  unformed  minds  of 
the  young.  We  will  let  the  Rev.  Mr.  Harrington, 
Superintendent  of  the  schools  of  INew  Bedfotdi^ 
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speak  for  us;  for  he  has  dared,  iu  language 
which  must  find  its  way  into  the  strong  holds  of 
prescription  and  pedagogism,  to  give  utterance  to 
the  deep  feelings  of  condemnation  with  which  he 
looks  upon  this  pervertion  of  the  work  of  mental 
trainmg. 

"  "What  the  study  of  language  should  be,  must 
suggest  itself,  in  the  main,  to  eveiy  intelligent 
mind.  It  is  not  Reading  alone ;  it  is  what  we  call 
Granunar,  hardly  at  all.  God  speed  the  time  wlien 
the  useless  stuff  that  is  drilled  into  our  children! s 
heads  under  the  name  of  Grammar  shall  lumber 
and  cumber  them  no  longer!  It  is  not  what  is 
usually  understood  by  the  teim  "Analysis."  When 
the  authors  of  the  current  text-books  so  labelled 
sat  themselves  down  to  make  them,  all  the  bells 
should  have  tolled  in  anticipatory  funeral  lamenta- 
tion for  the  hours  to  be  buried  under  so  much 
dreary  waste." 

That  teacher,  who,  in  his  ideal  of  an  educational 
curriculum  has  never  risen  above  the  conception 
that  found  expression  in  the  toast  of  the  London 
alderman;  the  teacher  whose  notions  of  the  school- 
master's work  are  expressed  by  Professor  Atkin- 
son, when  he  speaks  of  the  "mere  vulgar 
stomach  and  pocket-filling"  views  of  practical 
education  so  conmionly  entertained;  the  teacher 
who  looks  upon  the  operation  of  mental  growth 
and  mental  attainment,  as  the  memoriter  transfer 
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of  the  rules  of  a  book  to  some  receptacle  prepared 
for  them  in  the  head  of  the  child,  and  whose  ruling 
passion  it  is  to  engineer  the  process  by  occasional 
quickening  application  of  the  rod  or  the  ruler,  is  a 
formidable  obstacle  in  the  work  of  education,  a 
hurtful,  hindering  thing  in  the  pathway  of  the 
young. 

Thus  it  is,  again  to  quote  from  Mr,  Harrington's 
admirable  lecture  at  Springfield,  "  that  the  scholars 
of  our  Grammar  schools  are  crammed  with  much 
that  is  useless,  and  deprived  of  much  that  is  needful 
to  a  well  rounded  culture.'' 

But  the  tyranny  of  which  we  have  been  speaking, 
like  all  other  tyrannical  dispensations  will  be 
overthrown;  the  burthens,  painful  and  unnecessary, 
which  have  so  long  been  borne  by  the  young  will, 
we  tnist,  soon  be  removed;  the  obstacles  which 
fossilized  pedagogism  have  placed  in  the  way  of  a 
true  mental  culture,  must  ere  long  cease  to  exist. 

We  are  mindful  that  in  this  course  of  remark, 
we  are  departing  somewhat  from  the  character  of 
reports  of  this  nature.  It  has  not  been  usual  for 
managers  of  public  libraries,  in  their  communica- 
tions touching  the  interests  of  the  institutions 
under  their  charge,  to  enlarge  upon  the  subject  of 
general  education. 

But  we  find  our  justification  in  the  fact,  already 
made  prominent  in  this  and  many  of  our  former 
reports,  that  the  Free  Public  Library  of  Massachu- 
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setts  constitutes  an  integral  part  of  our  educational 
system.  It  is  not  the  High  School,  it  is  the  highest 
school  of  our  city. 

And  higher  still  will  be  its  agency,  more  intimate 
will  be  its  connection  with,  and  more  important  its 
position  in,  the  work  of  public  education,  when  the 
common  schools  shall  be  in  a  situation  to  impart 
such  a  preparation  to  the  minds  of  the  young,  as 
shall  prepare  them  for  the  higher  and  wider  field 
of  study. 

Sm^rise  and  disappointment  are  exj^ressed,  that 
so  few  of  the  hunates  of  the  Grammar  Schools  find 
their  way  into  the  seats  of  the  High  Schools.  We 
may  be  allowed  to  express  our  regret,  that  there 
is  such  a  general  absence  of  that  kind  and  degree 
of  development,  that  would  demand  for  its  fiuther 
growth  the  assistance  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

We  claim  for  the  young  of  our  conununity  such 
a  training  in  the  schools  of  the  city  as  shall  lead 
them  to  regard  the  library  as  a  necessity  of  their 
future  mental  life. 

We  claim  for  them  a  training  that  shall  make 
them  students  for  life  —  not  readers  merely,  not 
visitors  to  one  department  of  the  Ubrary  only; 
seeking  excitement  and  not  cultm'c,  momentary- 
pleasure  and  not  true  mental  enjoyment  and  lasting 
acquisitions,  in  the  pages  of  the  novelist. 

We  claim  that  all  our  children  are  long  enough 
in  school^  to  allow  them,  if  their  training  should 
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be  conducted  by  wise  methods  and  under  genial 
influences,  to  become  to  such  an  extent  lovers  of 
literature,  to  such  an  extent  interested  in  science 
and  art,  to  such  an  extent  seekers  after  healthy 
and  manly  intellectual  growth,  that  they  shall, 
in  this  I'cspect,  continue  through  life  to  regard 
themselves  as  children,  and,  aided  by  the  school 
at  the  Free  Public  Library,  never  cease  to  be 
scholars  until  they  shall  cease  to  exist. 

We  claim  for  the  young,  before  they  shall  leave 
the  schools  and  enter  upon  a  life  of  care  and  toil, 
the  inevitable  condition  of  nearly  all  the  race,  such 
a  development  of  the  germs  of  a  true  mental 
gi'owth  as  shall  lead  them  to  regard  the  books  of 
the  library  as  profitable  helpers  and  valuable  and 
pleasant  companions.  The  full  value  of  a  Free 
Public  Library  never  can  be  known,  until  there 
shall  be  a  fitting  preparation  for  its  use. 

We  shall  close  our  remarks  upon  this  topic  by  a 
quotation  from  the  last  Amiual  Address  of  His 
Excellency,  Governor  Bullock.  It  will  both  justify 
and  aid  us. 

"  Accompanying  all  this  increasing  liberality  in 
the  support  of  public  schools,  there  has  been 
exhibited  by  teachers  and  by  a  large  class  of 
citizens,  who  have  become  interested  in  the  sub- 
ject, a  growing  and  expanding  spirit  of  inquiry. 
Methods  of  instruction  and  all  the  generalities  and 
particulai's  of  the  entire  system  are  subject^^  \» 
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open  scinitiny  and  discretion.  In  all  the  callings 
of  life,  the  best  modern  thinkers  are  expending 
their  most  ingenious  and  laborious  thoughts  upon 
this  field  of  investigation.  In  the  wide  range  of 
topics  their  inquiiies  have  raised,  by  no  means 
inconsiderable  or  unimportant  has  been  that  of 
the  discipline  and  government  of  the  public  pupils ; 
/  call  them  pvhlic  pupih,  because  they  are  all 
such^  though  not  taken  from  home  or  parentagCy 
yet  the  tvards  of  the  State,  under  its  heneficent 
and  paternal  care.^^ 

An  examination  of  our  ILst  of  donations  exhibits 
the  gratifjdng  fact,  that  the  number  of  those  who 
exhibit  their  interest  in  our  institution  by  adding 
to  its  accmnulations  has  not  lessened  during  the 
year.  Our  old  friends  have  not  forgotten  us,  and 
new  ones  have  been  added.  As  we  look  over  our 
annual  reports  which  now  constitute  a  large  and 
interesting  volume,  we  feel  both  grateful  and 
exultant  in  view  of  the  extent  and  the  value  of 
the  donations  which  have  been  bestowed  upon 
us.  We  have  a  right  to  rejoice,  and  should  feel 
ourselves  unfit  for  the  position  you  have  bestowed 
upon  us,  were  we  not  grateful,  as  we  think  of  the 
"  aid  and  comfort "  we  have  had  extended  to  our 
institution  by  the  benevolent  and  enlightened  of 
our  city  and  the  country.  "We  have  never  lost 
siffbt  of  our  obligations  in  this  particular;   and 
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every  report  has  borne  testimony  to  our  deep  and 
ever  deepening  sense  of  gratitude  to  oxu*  numerous 
and  liberal  benefactors.  Again,  and  most  sincerely, 
do  we  renew  the  expression  of  our  thanks. 

As  we  look  over  the  list  of  donors,  we  find  there 
a  name  which  has  been  rarely  absent  from  it, 
but  which  can  be  seen  there  no  more.  Thomas  A. 
Greene,  always  an  interested  and  active  friend  of 
the  Free  Public  Library,  can  no  longer  extend  to 
us  his  pleasant  and  profitable  assistance.  He  has 
left  us,  and  his  pure  and  richly  endowed  spirit  has 
passed  into  a  higher  and  holier  sphere  of  action. 
In  connection  with  this  report*  we  shall  give 
expression  to  our  feelings  and  sentiments  in  relation 
to  our  departed  and  respected  fellow-citizen  in 
the  words  of  those  whose  friendship  and  affection 
have  prompted  them  to  bear  public  testimony  to 
his  labors  and  his  virtues. 

It  is  for  us  here  to  refer,  not  only  to  his  friendship 
for  our  institution,  but  to  his  earnest  labors  in  our 
behalf,  and  his  frequent  and  valuable  contributions. 
And  we  have  ever  counted  it  among  the  many 
fortunate  circumstances  which  have  attended  the 
history  of  our  library,  that  of  the  five  thousand 
volumes  of  books  which  came  to  us  from  the  Social 
Library,  a  large  proportion  was  selected  and 
purchased  by  him.  For  many  years  he  was  the 
active  manager  of  that  valuable  collection,  and 

*  See  Appendix. 
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his  long  continued  and  enlightened  labors  in  that 
capacity  resulted  in  laying  a  firm  and  broad  foun- 
dojtion  for  the  Free  Public  Library  of  the  city  of 
New  Bedford. 

By  an  order  of  the  City  Council,  the  funds 
belonging  to  the  library  have  been  placed  on 
interest  in  the  city  treasury. 

Our  last  report  showed  a  balance  unexpended  of 
the  income  of  those  funds  and  of  other  items  which 
constitute  the  credit  to  the  "  Trustees  of  the  Free 
PubUc  Library," 

\Jl  •••••••••  ^OOitO^ 

Balance  as  above, 387.32 

Income  from  "Howlaud"  and  "Morgan"  funds,  ICD.OO 


$556.32 
Expended  during  the  year, 77.50 


Balance  unexpended, 8478.82 


The   balances  of   the   several   accounts   are  as 
*  follows  : 


George  Rowland,  Jr.,  fund,  (income,)        .        .        .  8277.57 

Charles  W.  Morgan  fund,  (income,)       .         .         .  41.85 

Horticultural  Society  fund, 84.40 

Charles  Congdon  fund, 75.00 

Total,  aa  above, $478.82 


28 


The  new  catalogue  is  in  the  press.  The  progi*ess 
of  the  work  will  be  as  rapid  as  is  compatible  with 
perfect  accuracy  and  a  neat  and  tasteful  execution. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JouN  H,  Perry, 
George  IIowland,  Jr., 

^^^^  ^'J'^^''^*        ^  Trustees. 
George  F.  Kingman, 

John  P.  Barker, 

James  B.  Congdon, 


New  Bedford,  January  4,  1868. 


APPENDIX. 
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THOMAS  ARNOLD  GREENE. 

We  have  thought  it  due  to  the  memory  of  Thomas  A. 
Greene,  to  republish,  from  the  New  Bedford  Mercury  of 
December  16th,  1867,  the  following  notice  of  tliat  much 
lamented  man,  written  by  James  B.  Congdon. 

Under  our  obituary  head  will  be  found  an  announcement  of  the  death 
of  Thomas  A.  Greene.  He  died  at  his  residence  on  State  street,  in  this 
city,  on  Saturday  morning  last,  at  one  o'clock,  aged  74. 

No  injustice  is  done  to  the  living  by  the  remark,  that  no  man  could 
have  been  removed  from  us  whose  loss  would  have  been  more  widely 
and  deeply  felt ;  no  one  who  would  have  been  more  universally  and 
sincerely  mourned. 

As  an  instructor  of  youth,  revered  and  beloved  by  all  whose  happiness 
it  is  to  have  stood  towards  him  in  the  relation  of  pupils;  as  an 
enlightened  and  devoted  friend  to  education,  blessed  by  thousands  of 
those  who  have  been  aided  and  encouraged  by  him  in  their  efforts  for 
intellectual  improvement;  as  a  conscientious,  intelligent,  firm  and 
persevering  legislator,  a  pioneer  in  those  reforms  in  our  criminal 
and  educational  legislation,  which  are  now  blessing  the  whole 
Commonwealth ;  as  a  philanthropist,  whose  feeling  heart  never  listened 
unmoved  to  a  story  of  suffering,  whose  hand  was  ever  open  to  relieve, 
and  whose  wise  counsels  were  always  ready  to  aid  in  every  effort  to 
extend  to  the  erring  and  unfortunate  the  blessings  of  temperance, 
purity  and  a  sustaining  Christian  faith ;  as  a  scholar,  ardent  in  his  love 
of  learning,  and  claiming  for  all  high  and  healthy  Intellectual  pursuits 
a  value  and  ei^oyment  in  themselves  that  made  them  their  own 
exceeding  great  reward ;  as  a  lover  of  nature,  alive  to  aU  her  beauties, 
a  skilAil  and  devoted  searcher  after  her  secrets,  and  fkmiliar  with  the 
methods  by  which  science  aids  the  inquirer  in  his  labors  \  and  a]tio^% 
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all,  and  as  the  complement  of  all,  as  a  humble,  falthftil,  self-denying 
and  consistent  Christian  gentleman,  he  has  moved  among  ns  for  half  a 
century,  a  blessing  and  a  praise  to  our  community,  an  example  of  a 
rare  and  elevated  manhood. 

Thomas  Arnold  Greene  was  a  native  of  East  Greenwich,  B.  I.  He 
took  his  name  Arom  the  father  of  the  venerable  James  Arnold,  of  this 
city,  who  was  his  mother's  brother. 

His  labors  as  an  instructor  of  youth  commenced  in  1812,  when  he 
was  appointed  assistant  teacher  in  the  Friends*  Academy  in  this  city, 
then  recently  opened  under  the  charge  of  John  Brewer,  taking  the 
place  of  James  Scott,  the  first  assistant. 

In  1817  he  became  one  of  the  principals  of  the  institution,  being 
associated  in  its  management  with  Moses  Moody.  After  the  first  year 
the  latter  left,  and  Mr.  Greene  took  the  entire  charge,  having  at  one 
time  Joseph  Congdon,  late  of  this  city,  as  an  assistant. 

In  1826  he  was  appointed  a  trustee  of  the  Academy,  a  position  which 
he  held  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

In  1827  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  General  Court  of  Massacha-^ 
setts,  and  was  returned  every  year  until  1836,  when  he  declined  a 
re-election ;  but  he .  was  soon  called  again  to  the  same  position,  and 
was  one  of  our  representatives  Arom  1838  to  ISil,  both  years  inclusive, 
thus  serving  in  that  capacity  for  thirteen  years. 

New  Bedford  was  never  more  faithfully  represented ;  and  few  men 
have  served  the  Commonwealth  as  members  of  the  General  Court, 
whose  labors  have  resulted  in  more  useful  and  enduring  advantages  to 
the  people.  It  was  during  the  period  of  his  membership,  that  the 
reforms  in  the  arrangement  and  management  of  our  prisons  were 
inaugurated  and  carried  through,  and  our  prison  discipline  elevated 
firom  an  instrumentality  for  the  infliction  of  punishment  to  the  dignity 
of  a  Christian-like  efibrt  for  the  reform  of  the  violators  of  law.  He 
brought  to  the  consideration  of  this  subject  a  feeling  heart  and  an 
enlightened  understanding.  As  a  member  of  the  committee  on  prisons 
he  labored  zealously  and  effectually,  and  his  name  should  ever  be 
associated  with  those  who  have  aided  in  the  great  work,  not  yet 
completed,  of  applying  the  principles  of  humanity  and  the  Christian 
faith  to  the  moral  elevation  of  the  prisoner. 

About  the  same  time  an  efibrt,  and  a  successful  one,  was  made  to 
raise  up  the  public  schools  of  the  Commonwealth,  which  had  fkllen 
into  a  condition  most  deplorably  inefilcient.  Mr.  Carter,  of  Lancasteft 
found  in  the  subject  of  our  notice  an  able  and  a  willing  coacljutor;  and 
the  way  was  made  clear  for  the  entrance  of  Horace  Mann  upon  a  field 
of  labor,  in  which  he  reaped  a  harvest  of  renown,  and  fh>m  which  the 
people  gathered  the  rich  Aruits  of  this  noble  efibrt  for  their  elevatioii 
and  advancement. 

It  was  during  his  term  of  service  in  the  General  Court  that  the  effort 

was  made  which  proved  successful,  to  make  a  half  shire  of  the  town 

of  New  Bedford.    The  moyemeut  was   strongly  opposed,  bat  tha 
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measure  was  carried ;  and  perhaps  nothing  did  more  towards  bringing 
libout  a  snccessAU  result  than  the  speech  of  Mr.  Greene.  It  was 
published  in  ftiU  in  the  New  Bedford  Courier,  a  newspaper  then 
published  by  Benjamin  T.  Congdon,  to  whose  editorial  columns  he  was 
a  regular  contributor. 

For  several  years,  he  served,  with  much  satisfaction  to  the  people, 
as  a  county  commissioner  for  the  county  of  Bristol. 

As  a  director  of  the  New  Bedford  Social  Library,  Mr.  .Greene  did  a 
good  work  in  aid  of  the  intellectual,  and  moral  elevation  of  our 
community.  Of  the  five  thousand  volumes  of  valuable  books  which 
were  transferred  Arom  that  association  to  the  New  Bedford  Free  Public 
Library,  the  largest  part  were  selected  by  him ;  and  prompted  by  his  • 
love  of  knowledge  and  literature,  ho  was  ever  anxious  and  active  to 
diinise  the  means  of  intellectual  culture  among  the  people. 

He  was  a  pioneer  in  the  establishment  of  our  Lyceum,  one  of  its 
managers,  and  for  a  time  its  President.  He  delivered  the  address  at 
its  opening,  which  was  printed,  the  only  exercise  of  that  character 
ever  thus  honored. 

Ever  ready  to  labor  in  the  cause  of  popular  education,  in  1843  he 
accepted  a  place  upon  the  school  committee  of  the  town.  He  served 
for  four  years  under  the  old  form  of  government,  and  when  we  became 
a  city  he  was  continued  for  four  years  longer. 

In  no  position  were  his  services  for  the  public  more  useftil  or  more 
highly  appreciated.  For  a  portion  of  the  time,  in  anticipation  in  flEict, 
if  not  in  form,  of  the  appointment  of  a  superintendent  of  schools,  he 
held  in  tbe  school  committee  and  towards  the  schools,  a  relation,  the 
duties  of  which  were  the  same. 

Nor  were  his  labors  in  this  direction  confined  to  the  children  of  the 
public  schools.  While  he  was  untiring  in  his  efforts  to  give  to  all  the 
benefits  of  a  geod  English  education,  his  love  of  a  more  elevated 
scholarship  led  him  to  lend  the  aid  of  his  classical  tastes  and  acquire- 
ments to  many  a  youth  whose  aspirations  for  a  higher  cultivation  had 
his  sympathy  and  approval.  Hundreds  are  now  living  who  can  testify 
to  his  zealous  and  unremunerated  labors  in  their  behalf,  whose 
circumstances  were  adverse  to  an  unaided  effort  to  the  attainment  of 
the  knowledge  for  which  thev  were  seeking. 

His  efforts  in  the  cause  of  education  and  his  sympathy  with'  the 
unfortunate  and  the  fallen,  led  to  his  appointment,  when  the  Reform 
School  at  Westborough  was  established,  as  one  of  its  first  board  of 
trustees.  For  six  years  he  gave  much  of  his  time,  and  his  affectionate 
spirit,  his  sound  judgment  and  his  practical  wisdom  in  aid  of  that 
pioneer  effort  to  save  and  to  elevate  the  youthftil  offenders  against  the 
law. 

As  a  manager,  and  for  a  portion  of  the  time  its  President,  his  name 
is  found  upon  the  records  of  the  New  Bedford  Port  Society  for  nearly 
the  whole  period  of  its  existence,  over  thirty  years.  Ever  eame&t| 
hopeftd  and  discreet,  his  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  seaxaeu  ot  o\Kt'\^«rt^'^ 
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have  always  been  held  in  high  appreciation  by  his  fellow  laborers  In 
this  field  of  philanthropic  effort. 

He  loved  nature,  and  never  failed  to  devote  a  part  of  his  time  to  tho 
exploration  of  her  laws  and  her  works.  In  his  extensive  walks  among 
the  fields  and  forests  of  our  vicinity,  the  tin  case  of  the  botanist  was 
always  his  cempanion ;  and  much  did  it  add  to  the  pleasure  of  his 
pursuit,  if  he  could,  as  he  often  did,  find  some  sympathizing  youth  to 
accompany  him  in  his  rambles,  to  whom  he  could  impart  the  glow  of 
his  own  love  of  nature  and  with  whom  he  could  enjoy  the  pleasure  she 
never  fails  to  impart  to  her  faithful  votaries. 

His  collection  of  shells  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  in  our  State.  To 
gather  it,  has  been  the  pleasant  labor  of  a  great  part  of  his  life. 

His  library,  the  largest  private  collection  in  our  city,  affords  evidence 
of  his  love  of  science,  and  his  success  in  its  cultivation ;  while  his 
selections  from  classical  literature  bear  testimony  to  his  cultivated 
taste  and  of  his  appreciation  and  enjoyment  of  the  most  elevated 
productions  of  genius.  He  loved  the  beautiftil  in  literature  as  in 
nature.  With  the  favorite  New  England  poet,  he  might  say,  all  things 
beautiful 

"  For  evermore  repeat 
In  varied  tones  and  sweet. 
That  beauty,  in  and  of  itself,  is  good. 
No  unbefitting  task  was  mine, 

To  weave  these  flowers  so  soft  and  fair, 
In  unison  with  His  design. 

Who  loveth  beauty  everywhere ; 
And  makes  in  every  zone  and  clime. 

In  ocean  and  in  upper  air. 
All  things  beautifhl  in  their  time.' 
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Mr.  Greene  was  fond  of  his  garden  and  loved  to  share  with  his  ftiends 
the  Anit  and  flowers  that  were  the  result  of  his  own  skill  and  industry. 
It  will  bo  remembered  by  those  who  visited  the  exhibitions  of  tm\t 
made  by  the  New  Bedford  Horticultural  Society  during  its  brief 
existence,  how  large  a  share  of  the  contributions  were  from  him.  Onr 
county  exhibitions  also  were  for  many  years  enriched  ft-om  his  small, 
but  highly  cultivated  garden.  Of  both  city  and  county  societies  he 
was  a  member  and  an  active  manager. 

Placed  early  in  life  in  circumstances  which  rendered  it  unnecessary 
for  him  to  give  much  of  his  time  to  business  pursuits,  having  no 
children  for  whose  training  and  support  he  was  called  upon  to  labor, 
and  no  habits  or  aspirations  which  called  him  to  devote  his  time  or 
talents  to  the  acquisition  of  wealth,  or  of  office,  he  gave  himself  np  to 
those  pursuits  which  yielded  the  highest  satisfaction  to  his  pure  taste 
ADd  cultivated  understanding,  and  which,  at  the  same  time,  met  the 
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demands  of  that  love  to  God  and  love  to  man,  which  fonned  the  liaBta 
of  his  character, 

<*In  his  steady  conrse, 
No  piteous  revolutions  had  he  felt, 
No  wild  varieties  of  Joy  and  grief. 
Unoccupied  by  sorrow  of  its  own, 
His  heart  lay  open ;  and,  by  nature  tuned 
And  constant  disposition  of  his  thoughts 
To  sympathy  with  Man,  he  was  alive 
To  all  that  was  enjoyed  where'er  he  went, 
And  all  that  was  endured.*' 

Mr.  Greene  was,  by  birthright  and  conviction  a  member  of  the 
society  of  Friends.  He  believed  in  Quakerism,  in  its  simple  fiiith  and 
in  its  simple  forms;  and  although  he  had  no  recognized  right  of 
membership  in  the  society  whose  meetings  are  held  here,  and  whose 
head-ship  is  the  New  England  Yearly  Meeting,  he  was  rarely  on  the 
First  or  Fifth  day  of  the  week  absent  Arom  its  religious  gatherings ; 
and  the  last  rites  for  the  departed  will  be  performed  under  the  care  and 
guidance  of  those  who  have  never  ceased  to  recognize  his  claims  to  be 
included  in  the  brotherhood  of  fl&ith. 

Upon  the  Yearly  Meetings  in  New  York,  of  those  by  whom  he  was 
regarded  and  beloved  as  a  member  in  ftiU  standing,  he  was  a  constant 
attendant. 

Wherever  he  was,  he  never  fiiiled  to  exhibit  the  simple  manners  of 
the  society  with  which  he  was  connected ;  and  while  in  costume  and 
speech  he  announced  to  all  his  consistent  devotedness  to  the  customs 
of  the  sect  to  which  he  belonged,  his  life-long  devotion  to  the  cause  of 
human  welfare,  and  his  entire  reliance  upon  the  power  of  the  Christian 
faith  as  the  only  effectual  instrumentality  in  the  work  of  man's  moral 
elevation,  gave  him  an  unquestioned  admission  and  fellowship  into  the 
ranks  of  all  who  are  laboring  in  the  cause  of  God  and  humanity. 

Such  is  a  brief  and  imperfect  outline  of  the  life  and  character  of 
Thomas  A.  Greene.  He  has  passed  away,  and  there  will  follow  him  a 
record  full  of  the  good  works  which  bless  mankind  and  glorify  God. 
Thousands  are  living  to-day,  better,  holier,  happier  men,  women  and 
children,  because  he  has  lived,  and  lived  to  love  and  to  serve  his  fellow 
men.  And  these  are  the  monuments  that  will  preserve  and  hallow  his 
memory  here,  and  these  his  crown  of  rejoicing  in  his  mansion  above. 
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Remarks  made  by  Rev.  William  J.  Potter,  of  the  First 
Congregational  Society,  at  the  Friends'  Meeting  House  in 
New  Bedford,  December  17th,  1867,  at  the  funeral  of  Thomas 
A.  Grekxe. 

I  do  not  wish,  fdends,  to  intrude  on  the  order  of  this  service.  I 
know  how  the  spirit  of  him  whom  we  moorn  to-day  would  rebuke 
anything  Intrusive.  I  have  felt  also  as  we  have  sat  here  together  in 
silence,  how  beautiftilly  appropriate  is  this  quiet  meditation  to  the 
character  of  our  deceased  ftiend.  Yet  I  feel  too,  that  he  would  bid 
any  one  speak  the  words  that  press  to  the  lips ;  and  we  might  seem  to 
do  wrong  to  his  memory,  did  we  not  strive  to  utter  some  of  the  lessons, 
which  in  the  silent  solemnity  of  the  hour,  inevitably  come  to  our 
thought  from  his  life.  My  own  conscience  would  hardly  be  at  rest,  if 
I  should  go  from  this  house  without  expressing  somewhat  my  sense  of 
the  loss  that  has  befallen  this  community  by  the  death  of  our  friend, 
and  my  appreciation  of  the  rare  worth  of  the  life  now  in  its  earthly 
form  finished.  I  would  speak  simply  as  one  who  had  learned  to  esteem 
and  admire  him  as  a  friend,  one  who  for  several  years  lived  as  his 
nearest  neighbor ;  and  in  this  capacity  I  would  bear  my  testimony  to 
Ills  many  virtues. 

Yet  I  cannot  speak  as  would  many  of  you,  dear  friends,  who  have 
met  here  to-day  and  who  have  lived  with  him  through  the  whole  of 
fifty  years,  since  the  fortunes  of  life  brought  him  to  this  community, 
and  who  have  been  through  all  these  years  constant  witnesses  of  his 
consistent  manhood,  and  of  his  beneficent  infiuence  as  a  citizen.  We 
might  find  those  who  have  had  a  larger  circle  of  acquaintances,  who 
have  filled  more  space  in  the  business  and  social  activities  of  the 
community,  whose  names  have  been  oftener  mentioned,  and  who  have 
achieved  a  wider  fame  beyond  our  local  bounds,  but  we  should  go  ftir 
to  find  one  who  in  all  respects  has  been  for  fifty  years  such  a  steady 
power  for  good  in  our  town  and  city  —  so  intelligently  and  consistently 
interested  in  all  objects  of  public  welfare,  so  refined  and  scholarly  in 
tastes,  so  upright  and  pure  in  morals,  so  kindly  humane  in  sympathies, 
so  beneficent  by  constant  activity  and  habit,  so  ready  to  aid  any  cause 
of  human  elevation  and  progress,  so  faithAil  to  every  private  and 
public  duty. 

And  with  what  a  beautiAil  simplicity,  with  how  little  noise  and  show, 
all  these  fifty  years  have  been  lived,  and  all  this  excellent  work  been 
done !  How  gentle,  how  modest,  how  child-like  he  was !  Yet  there 
was  a  wonderftil  stability  and  firmness  in  his  character.  We  feel  that 
this  man  would  have  sufifered  death  for  his  convictions  of  truth  and 
right,  if  that  testimony  had  been  required  of  him.  But  with  this 
strength  and  adherence  mingled  womanly  mildness,  and  the  tenderest 
Jove  and  charity.  He  had  his  cherished  religious  belief,  his  chosen 
denominational  attachments,  and  \\e  t^^«Ly8>  and  everywhere  lived 
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consistently  with  them.  Bat  his  sympatliles  were  broader  than  any 
sect  —  reaching  wherever  there  was  any  truth  to  be  discovered,  or  a 
fellow  man  to  help.  And,  as  has  already  been  well  said  in  this  assembly, 
we  meet  to-day  around  his  remains  as  he  would  have  us  meet,  on  the 
common  ground  of  our  common  humanity. 

"Peace  to  his  memory."  Yes  I  but  standing  in  this  presence, 
something  seems  to  me  to  change  the  words,  and  to  say  "  Peace  Arom 
his  memory."  What  else  but  peace  can  distil  into  our  hearts,  and  into 
the  life  of  this  community  ft'om  the  harmonious  record  of  this 
consistent,  completed  life.  Very  precious,  very  comforting  must  be 
that  peace  which  comes  now  ft'om  his  memory  to  you,  dear  friends, 
whose  hearts  are  most  closely  touched  by  this  bereavement.  His  peace 
indeed  rests  upon  you  to  heal  and  to  bless  to*day.  You  believe  in 
God,  you  believe  that  He  the  Infinite  Father  has  called  your  Ariend 
with  whom  you  have  lived  and  walked  so  long  in  sweet  company  upon 
the  earth,  to  the  heavenly  home  and  to  its  delightftil  service  and 
companionship.  Believe  also  that  he  has  gone  to  help  prepare  a  place 
for  you,  that  where  ho  is  there  you  may  be  also. 

And  for  us,  his  fellow-citizens,  what  is  the  chief  lesson  of  his  }\M 
Is  it  not  this  —  that  we  need  not  seek  any  far  away  duty^  any  high  and 
brilliant  sphere  of  action,  any  position  of  large  renown,  in  order  to 
live  a  useful,  even  the  most  uscftil  life?  We  may  find,  as  did 
our  ftiend,  our  duty  close  beside  us;  may  find  ample  means  and 
opportunities  for  usefulness  in  our  own  community,  among  our  own 
neighbors. 

Whosoever  so  lives,  faithfully  ser\'lng  God  and  man,  as  most  to 
enlighten,  elevate,  bless  the  community  where  he  chances  to  make 
his  home,  he  lives  in  the  most  effective  way  for  promoting  the  great 
Interests  of  mankind,  and  for  helping  to  establish  the  kingdom  of 
Heaven  upon  earth. 

Let  us  so  take  this  lesson  of  our  Arlend*s  life  to  heart,  that  we  may 
make  it  henceforth  our  first  aim  so  to  live,  that  this  community  shall  be 
the  better  and  happier  for  our  lives,  and  that  when  our  bodies  die,  the 
influence  of  our  character  shall  still  remain  for  good,  to  bless  this  city 
and  its  people  long  after  we  are  gone. 

Having  borne  this  testimony  to  what  I  know  of  the  virtues  of  our 
fHend,  1  can  now  do  no  more  than  commend  his  character  to  out 
affectionate  remembrance,  and  the  beautiful  spirit  of  his  life  to  out 
Imitation. 
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Horatio  Hathaway,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil. 

Joseph  H.  Cornell,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Standing 

Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

Hon.  George  Howland,  Jr. ,  ) 

James  B.  Congdon,  Esq.,        >  At  large. 

Warren  Ladd,  Esq.,  } 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees — ^His  Honor  the  Mayor. 
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Warren  Ladd,  Horatio  Hathaway, 

Joseph  H.  Cornell. 
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Donations  for  the  Yeab  1868. 

BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS. 

Donon.  Volumes.    Pamphlets. 

Bound.  Unbound. 

Allen,  Edward  A.  H., 2  13 

American  Antiquarian  Society, 3 

American  Unitarian  Association, 

Board  of  Commissioners  of  Central  Park,    .... 

Board  of  State  Charities,       1 

Boston  City  Library, 

Boston  Society  of  Natural  History 1 

Brownell,  T.  Frank, 2        3  19 

Bowling  W.K., 

Clifford,  John  H., 3 

Columbia  College, 

Congdon,  James  B., 3 

Cushman,  Austin  S., 1 

Dexter,  Franklin  B., 1 

Durfee,  William, 

Eliot,  Thomas  D., 69 

Farrington,  William  H., 1 

Ferris,  John  A., 1 

Fessenden,  C.  B.  H., 4 

Flint,  Charies  L., 3 

Fox,  Creorge  S., 1 

Friends, 

Goodwin,  William  F., 

Grinnell,  Joseph, 16 

Grinnell,  Moses, 2 

Hartford  Young  Men's  Institute,    .    .    .    .    i    .    . 

Hartley,  J.  F 2 

Harvard  College, 

Hough,  Franklin  B., 

Howland,  George,  Jr., 

Hutchinson,  SyWander, 2 

Jackson,  Henry, 

Ladd,  Warren, 

Library  Company,  Philadelphia, 

McCarthy,  P., •    .    .    . 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  Boston, 


1869.  TRUSTEES'  REPORT.  5 

Donations  for  the  Year  1868. 

(continued.) 

Donors.  Volames.    Pamphlets. 

Bound.  Unbound. 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  Cincinnati,      ...  1 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  New  York,     ...  1 

Mercantile  Library  Company.  Philadelphia,     ...  1 

Mercantile  Library  Company,  Pittsburg,  Pa,,  ...  3 

Moore,  George  H., 3 

Morrissej',  John, 1 

Paine,  Martyn, 1 

Pitman,  R.  C, 22 

Public  Library,  Cincinnati, 1 

Pulsifer,  David, 1 

Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute, 1 

Richmond,  Charles, 1            3 

Richmond,  George  B., 1 

Rodman,  Edmund, 4            2 

Rodman,  Samuel, 58        2        216 

Rodman,  Thomas  R., 2        2          52 

Smithsonian  Institution, 8 

Spare,  John,  M.  D., 1 

Spofford,  A.  R., 1                     1 

Springfield  City  Library  Association, 1 

Stote  of  New  York, 1 

Stone  &Crapo, 18                 113 

Sumner,  Charles, ' 1        1            8 

Taber,  Charles, 2 

Taunton  Public  Library, 1 

Thomson,  John  H., 1                      1 

United  States  Grovemment, 28 

Wflute,  Stephen, 1 

WiUey,  Henry, 1                    22 

Williams,  C.  R., 6 

Watson,  William  £., 2 

Wood,  Henry  T., 8 

Worcester, 1 

Young  Men's  AsMciation,  Buffalo, 1 

Young  Men's  Associadon,  Worcester, 1 

Bureau  Refngeesy    •.••...%....•  1 

Feabody  Institute, V      ii 
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Donations  poe  the  Yeak  1868. 

(concluded.) 
Donors.  Volumes.    Pamphlets. 

Bound.  Unbound. 

Quint,  Rey.  A.  H., 3 

Wilmington  Institute, 1 

Wilson,  Henry, 1 

Public  Library,  Manchester,  N.  H., 1 

Department  of  Education, 1 

NEWSPAPERS  AND  MANUSCRIPTS. 

Grreene,  Mrs.  Thomas  A.,  —  Anti-Slavery  Standard,  1867. 
Brayton,  David,  —  Manuscript  List  of  Passengers  to  California,  1849. 
Manuscript  Genealogical  Notes  of  Nantucket  Families. 

PICTURES  AND  PRINTS. 

Citizens  of  New  Bedford,  through  WiUiam  W.  Crapo,  —  Portrait  of  James 

B.  Congdon. 
William  A.  Wall,  —  Portrait  of  Thomas  A.  Greene. 
William  H.  Farrington,  —  Engraved  Portriuts  of  Lincoln,  Grant,  Sherman 

and  Thomas. 


REPORT. 


To  His  Honor  the  Mayor ^  and  to  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  of  the  (Jommon  Council  of  the 
City  of  New  Bedford : 

By  the  5th  section  of  the  ordmance  establiflhing  the  Free 
Public  Library  it  is  provided,  that  the  Trustees  shall  annually 
lay  before  the  City  Council  a  detailed  report  of  their  doings 
and  of  the  condition  of  the  Library. 

That  ordinance  bears  date,  August  IBth,  1852. 

The  first  report  is  dated  March,  1853 ;  and  from  that  time 
to  the  present,  there  has  been  no  omission  on  the  part  of  the 
Trustees  to  comply  with  the  requisition  of  the  ordinance. 

These  reports  contain  a  full  and  valuable  history  of  the 
Institution.  Aware  of  the  importance  of  complying  with 
the  provisions  of  the  ordinance,  and  of  sustaining  unbroken 
the  series  of  publications  which  have  been  so  interei^ting  to 
our  own  people  and  to  all  the  kindred  institutions  of  the 
country,  to  which  they  have  always  been  sent,  the  Board 
of  Trustees  for  the  year  1868,  respectfully  ask  leave  to  lay 
before  you  the  Seventeeioh  Annual  Bepobt  of  the 
Free  Public  Library. 

Our  Librarian  has  placed  before  us  the  usual  statistics  in 
relation  to  the  operations  of  the  Library  for  the  year. 

The  whole  number  of  books  delivered  and  taken  from  the 
Library  is  thirty-four  thousand  five  hundred  and  9ixty4hree. 

The  dally  average  of  deliveries  has  been  one  hundred  and 
twelve. 
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The  increase  of  cards  issued  has  been  Jive  hundred  and 
twenty-eight. 

The  whole  number  of  cards  which  have  been  issued  is  eight 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one. 

In  the  Report  of  last  year,  the  Trustees  state,  that  ^  the 
average  delivery  of  books,  and  the  increase  of  cards  issued, 
are  greater  than  ever  before ;  and  the  number  of  volumes 
taken  is  within  a  few  himdred  of  the  largest  number  ever 
before  reported."  The  year  1868,  as  will  appear  from  the 
following  comparative  statement,  falls  but  a  little  short  of 
that  thus  spoken  of. 

VOLUMES  TAKEN.        DAILY  AVERAGE.      INCREASE  OF  CARDS. 

1867.  84,860  114  549 

1868.  84,563  112  528 


Difference,  297  2  21 

While  it  thus  appears  that  the  circulating  activity  of  the 
books  of  the  library  has  been  sustained,  it  is  proper  for  us  to 
state,  that  the  use  of  our  books  at  the  library  room  has 
largely  increased.  No  record  is  kept  of  this  part  of  our 
operations,  but  the  librarian  has  estimated  the  number  of 
books  read,  or  consulted  at  the  reading  desks,  to  be  equal  to 
that  which  is  delivered  to  be  used  out  of  the  building.  This 
would  make  the  total  use  about  seventy  thousand  volumes,  or 
nearly  three  and  a  half  times  the  whole  number  of  books  in 
the  library. 

In  connection  with  the  subject  of  our  annual  reports,  it  is 
not  improper  for  us  to  state,  that  the  demand  for  the  former 
numbers,  during  the  last  year,  has  been  greater  than  ever 
before,  and  that  it  is  constantly  increasing.  The  care  that 
has  been  taken  in  their  preparation,  the  fulness  of  detail  as 
it  regards  all  fiicts  and  operations  of  the  institution  by  which 
they  have  been  characterized,  and  the  ample  evidence  fur- 
nished by  them  that  the  Free  Public  Library  of  New  Bedford 
had,  by  its  success,  vindicated  the  wisdom  of  the  State  law 
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and  the  City  ordinance  under  which  it  was  established  and 
has  been  sustained,  have  given  great  value  to  our  annual 
statements,  and  caused  for  them  a  demand  from  all  parts  of 
the  country.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  our  stock  of  several 
of  the  reports  is  exhausted,  so  that  we  shall  not  be  able  to 
supply  a  fiill  series  to  any  who  may  hereafter  apply. 

There  is  not  a  little  satisfaction  in  the  thought,  that  our 
pioneer  institution  has  not  only  flourished  under  the  wise  and 
fostering  influence  of  our  municipal  legislation,  but  that  it 
has  been  widely  influential  in  aiding  the  efforts  made  in  a 
large  niunber  of  the  towns  and  cities  of  our  State  and  coun- 
try to  establish  and  maintain  free  libraries  for  the  people. 

Having  in  view  the  influence  which  our  institution  has  thus 
exerted,  we  are  induced,  more  for  the  information  of  those 
to  whom  this  report  may  be  sent,  out  of  the  city,  than  from 
any  supposed  importance  to  be  attached  to  its  dissemination 
among  our  own  people,  to  publish  the  following  statement. 
It  was  drawn  up  in  answer  to  questions  proposed  to  us  by 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Public  Library  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  We  have  not  considered  it  necessary  to  give  the 
questions. 

1.  Established  1852. 

2.  Income  $2,700.  City  appropriation  $2,500.  Income 
from  funds  $200. 

3.  Circulating  and  reference. 

4.  Volumes,  21,000. 

5.  Average  increase  1000. 

6.  Not  strong  in  any  specialty. 

7^     Books  used,  two  thirds  novels  and  juveniles. 

8.  Total  use  70,000,  one  half  in  building. 

9.  Two  thousand  people  use  the  library. 

10.  No  guaranty  required. 

1 1 .  Twenty-five  lost  yearly. 

12.  Thirty  volumes  worn  out  aimuaUy. 

13.  One-twelfth  of  the  purchases  novels  and  }uvei!dl^%«  ^ 
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14.  One-sixth  of  additions,  donations. 

15.  Catalogues  printed.     Supplement  now  in  press. 

16.  Keading-room  and  Library-room  one.  Periodicals 
35.     Newspapers  3. 

17.  Yearly  Reports. 

18.  Librarian  and  Assistant. 

19.  Books  are  covered. 

20.  400  Sale  duplicates. 

21.  5000  pamphlets,  not  catalogued. 

22.  Seldom  asked  to  buy,  do  when  asked. 

23.  Library  open  every  day  excepting  Sundays  and  holi- 
days, from  8  o'clock  A.  M.  to  9  o'clock  P.  M.,  excepting 
two  hours  from  1  to  3  o'clock,  and  one  hour  from  6  to  7. 
From  September  to  March,  both  incli\^ive,  opens  at  10  A.  M. 

24.  Not  closed  for  examination. 

25.  Classified  under  the  leading  subjects,  not  minutely. 

26.  No  rival  institutions  in  city  or  vicinity. 

27.  Frequenters,  aged  from  16  to  40. 

28.  Accounts  nimibered,  each  taker  has  a  card  bearinir 
his  or  her  number. 

29.  Buy  but  few  duplicates. 

This  statement,  as  has  already  been  remarked,  will  be 
mainly  useful  in  cases  where  an  effort  is  about  to  be,  or 
has  recently  been  made  to  establish  a  Free  Public  Library. 
It  may  however,  be  useful  and  interesting  to  some  of  our 
own  people,  thus  to  have  presented  to  them  some  of  the 
more  prominent  facts  in  the  history  and  operations  of  their 
fiEivorite  institution. 

In  looking  over  the  former  reports,  it  becomes  clearly 
evident,  that,  notwithstanding  the  confidence,  founded,  in 
the  first  place  upon  the  character  of  our  people  and  supported 
by  every  year's  experience,  that  the  liberal  and  comprehen- 
sive principle  upon  which  the  library  was  fbunded  and  upon 
ito  operations  have  been  c(Miducted  can  be  sustained^ 
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there  has  always  existed  a  degree  of  anxiety,  lest  some  cir- 
cumstances should  be  developed  to  impair  that  confidence 
and  render  necessary  a  more  restricted  and  less  popular 
method  of  management.  We  acknowledge  that  we  have,  to 
some  extent,  shared  that  anxiety.  We  have  seen  how  very 
near  the  line  of  disorder,  loss  and  ruin,  the  plan  of  opera- 
tions that  has  been  established  and  pursued  is  running ;  and 
we  have  not  been  without  our  fears  that  by  some  untoward 
movement  the  line  might  be  broken  and  our  faith  in  the  safely 
of  the  free  circulation  of  our  books  be  destroyed.  It  gives 
us  great  satisfaction,  however,  to  be  able  to  state,  that  noth- 
ing in  the  experience  of  the  past  year  has  had  any  tendency 
to  lessen  the  confidence  expressed  in  the  reports  of  our  pre- 
decessors. Still,  when  we  consider,  that  a  little  less  care  on 
the  part  of  those  entrusted  with  its  management ;  a  little  less 
skill  and  vigilance  on  the  part  of  those  to  whom  is  committed 
the  responsibility  of  its  daily  operations ;  a  little  less  of  that 
feeling  of  obligation  and  sense  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the 
takers  and  users  of  our  books,  which,  we  are  pleased  and 
proud  to  say,  have  been  so  prominently  manifested  by  them, 
would  change  the  whole  character  of  our  institution,  we  have 
not  been  surprised  that  all  who  have  acted  as  its  trustees, 
have  taken  every  opportunity  of  impressing  this  fact  upon 
the  minds  of  the  conununity.  Sharing  in  their  anxiety,  we 
can  understand  why  it  was,  that  such  declarations  as  the 
following  were  put  forth  by  them,  and  are  induced  to  repeat 
them. 

In  the  First  Beport,  the  Trustees  say,  "  the  rules  must  be 
observed  J  or  disorder  j  decay  and  dissolution  wiU  soon  attend 
upon  this  enlightened  and  praiseworthy  effort  to  open  to  the 
people  the  avenues  to  a  more  extensive  and  genial  culture.^ 

In  the  Second  Beport,  the  Board  repeat  the  words  we  have 
quoted  from  the  First,  and  add :  ^  This  declaration  cannot 
be  too  often  or  too  foreUdy  impresed  on-  the  minds  of  thA 
people.    Uss  Cabefullt.    Return  PtuoisFsuc.    The^ew 
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the  two  fundamental  rules  upon  which  the  prosperity  of  the 
l^ary  must  rest.  When  these  rules  shall  be  disregarded^  the 
library  must  cease  to  exist.  In  connection  with  these  remarks 
in  relation  to  the  history  and  operations  of  our  institution, 
we  are  prompted  very  briefly  to  notice  an  extraordinary 
declaration  made  by  our  somewhat  noted  countryman  Elihu 
Burritt,  in  a  work  recently  published  by  him  in  London, 
entitled  Walks  in  the  Black  C!ountry  and  its  Green 
Border  Land.  It  should  be  understood  that  the  term 
Black  Country  is  used  in  England  to  designate  that  part  of 
the  land  that  has  Birmingham  for  its  centre ;  **  black  by  day 
and  red  by  night,V  the  region  of  clanging  hammers  and  roar- 
ing furnaces.  '  Looking  over  its  leaves  in  a  desultory  man- 
ner, the  attention  of  one  of  our  number  was  arrested  by  the 
words  "Free  Library,"  on  the  seventy-eighth  page.  There, 
will  be  foimd  an  account  of  the  Birmingham  Free  Public 
Library,  which  will  be  interesting  to  all  who  share  in  the 
desire  that  the  people  may  have  free  access  to  the  means  of 
knowledge.  Connected  with  this  account  is  the  following 
extraordinary  statement.  Speaking  of  the  establishment  of 
the  library  by  the  people,  he  says :  .  **  They  did  what  no 
community  in  America  has  yet  done ;  and  in  the  doing  of  it 
they  have  taken  a  step  in  advance  of  any  thing  we  have  ac- 
complished in  this  department  of  popular  education.  We 
have  taxed  every  man,  whether  he  has  children  or  not,  to 
open  and  support  free  schools ;  but  we  have  never  gone  so 
far  as  to  levy  a  rate  upon  the  population  of  a  town  to  estab- 
lish a  Free  Library.  In  this  the  Birmingham  people  have 
beaten  the  most  enlightened  and  munificent  community  in 
America.  To  their  credit  and  our  reproach  be  this  said ;  or 
if  not  to  our  reproach,  then  to  our  stimulus  in  following  this 
example." 

Can  it  be  believed  that  a  statement  so  ridiculously  lUse 
was  written  and  published  in  the  year  1868  by  a  Massadiii- 
man,  called  or  mis-called  learned,  and  commissioned  to 
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represent  his  country  as  Consular  Agent  in  one  of  the  most 
important  cities  of  Great  Britain?  This  learned  Consul  is, 
as  we  have  said,  a  Massachusetts  man ;  for  many  years  a 
resident  of  Worcester,  within  two  hours*  ride  of  the  city  of 
Boston.  Now  this  same  city  of  Boston,  actually  has  to-day, 
and  had  when  Mr.  Burritt  sent  forth  his  complacent  compli- 
ment to  Birmingham  and  the  Black  Country,  and  his  dispar- 
aging whine  over  the  darkened  condition  of  Boston  and  its 
vicinity,  a  Free  Public  Municipal  Library,  ten  times  as  large 
as  that  of  which  he  was  boasting,  and  whose  doors  had  then 
been  opened  to  the  whole  population  for  more  than  fourteen 
years.  This  library  of  the  people  conmienced  its  operations 
about  the  time  that  the  people  of  Birmingham,  by  a  vote 
taken  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  Parliament^  refused  by  a  very 
large  majority  to  allow  themselves  to  be  taxed  for  the  estab- 
lishment and  support  of  a  municipal  library.  Boston  being 
thus  left  ignobly  out  in  the  cold.  New  Bedford  must  of  course 
bear  her  company.  We  must,  being  of  Massachusetts,  share 
with  the  capital  of  New  England  in  the  reproach  of  allowing 
the  Black  Country  of  England  to  beat  us  in  the  work  of  * 
opening  libraries  for  the  people. 

For  two  reasons  we  feel  that  we  have  a  special  right  to 
expose  the  ignorance  of  this  learned  worker  in  iron,  for  we 
claim  that  ours  was  the  pioneer  institution  of  this  character ; 
and  we  know  that  the  trustees  have  taken  much  pains  to 
communicate  to  the  people  of  England  as  well  as  to  our  own, 
the  facts  in  relation  to  its  establishment  and  early  history. 
Now,  it  surprises  us  not  a  little  that  a  man  so  •learned,  so 
enraptured  at  the  thought  that  "  the  thirsty  masters  of  Bir- 
mingham are  drinking  at  this  fountain  of  their  own  opening 
and  ownership,"  should  himself  be  so  ignorant  of  the  con- 
tents of  this  free  drinking  establishment. 

We  have  before  us  a  work  published  in  London  in  1859, 
entitled,  "Memoirs  of  Libraries,"  by  Edward  Edwards.  It 
is  a  most  exhaustive  production  in  two  volumes ,  aud  abfiraH 
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2000  pages ;  one  of  the  most  complete  and  reliable  works 
upon  the  subject  ever  issued  from  the  press.  This  learned 
English  book,  which  was  upon  the  shelves  of  the  New  Bed- 
ford Free  Public  Library  and  upon  the  catalogue  of  the  Bir- 
mingham Collection  when  Burritt  wrote  his  work,  contains 
a  full  account  ot  this  and  of  the  Boston  institution.  There 
are  in  it  large  quotations  from  the  annual  reports  of  both. 

The  account  of  our  Library,  so  creditable  to  our  City  and 
so  true,  an  account  which  gave  the  facts  of  its  establishment 
and  prosperity  to  the  whole  world,  excepting  the  United 
States  Consular  Agent  at  Birmingham,  is  found  upon  the 
217th  page  of  the  second  volume.  The  author  gives  the 
entire  act  of  our  General  Court,  authorizing  the  establish- 
ment of  free  libraries  by  the  cities  and  towns  of  our  State, 
and  says  :  "  The  first  to^vn  to  take  action  under  this  statute 
was  New  Bedford,  by  whose  Council  a  Free  Library  was 
established  in  August,  1852.  The  proprietors  of  a  subscrip- 
tion or  '  Social  Library,'  transferred  their  collection  to  the 
new  foundation,  which  was  opened  for  public  use  on  the  3d 
of  March^  1853,  with  about  6,000  volumes.  This  number 
has  been,  within  about  three  years,  increased  to  9,000 ;  and 
in  their  Fourth  Report,  the  Trustees  are  enabled  to  affirm, 
that  *'  it  is  undoubtedly  true  that  no  act  of  the  municipal 
authorities  of  New  Bedford  has  reached  by  its  recreative  and 
improving  operation  so  large  a  part  of  our  population,  and 
probably  none  has  ever  met  so  universally  and  deeply  the 
approbation  of  the  people.  A  Free  Public  Library  is  the 
crouming  gjoiy  of  the  system  of  public  education y  which  has 
been  from  our  earliest  history  the  pride  of  Massachusetts." 

Such  is  the  account  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  New 
Bedford,  as  it  existed  from  twelve  to  sixteen  years  before  the 
work  of  Elihu  Burritt  issued  from  the  London  press ;  such 
the  character  and  history  of  the  institution  —  a  large  and 
flourishing  municipal  undertaking  when  the  Capitol  of  the 
Black  Country  was  in  the  blackness  of  darkness,  as  far  as 
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free  public  libraries  were  concerned.  The  six  thousand  vol- 
umes have  become  twenty-one  thousand ;  a  number  not  much 
below  that  collection  which  is  the  boast  of  an  English  city  of 
300,000  inhabitants,  whose  establishment  and  growth  our 
New  England  enlightener  and  philanthropist  would  fain  hold 
up  for  oiu*  rebuke  and  imitation.  It  is  evident  that  New 
Bedford  needs  neither  his  commiseration  not  his  advice. 

With  this  Report  we  publish,  as  usual,  our  list  of  dona- 
tions for  the  year.  It  is  highly  gratifying  to  see  that  it 
contains  a  larger  number  of  individual  donors  than  any  which 
has  been  published  for  many  years.  The  whole  number  of 
contributions,  not  including  newspapers  or  prmts,  is  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-nine  —  volumes  bound  and  unbound,  two 
hundred  and  sixty  —  pamphlets,  five  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine.  We  are  gratified  to  know,  that  those  whose  contribu- 
tions it  has  given  us  pleasure  to  chronicle  in  former  years, 
are  still  mindful  of  us.  From  the  Hon.  T.  D.  Eliot,  Hon. 
Joseph  Grinkell  and  Samuel  Rodman,  Esq.,  all  names 
found  upon  the  records  of  former  years,  we  have  received 
one  hundred  and  forty-three  volumes.  Valuable  manuscripts 
have  been  placed  in  our  hands  by  David  Brayton,  Esq.,  and 
a  volume  of  newspapers  by  Mrs.  TnoifAS  A.  Greene.  A 
donation  from  William  H.  Farrington,  Esq.,  of  New 
York,  has  been  received,  consisting  of  highly  valuable  and 
most  acceptable  portraits  of  Lincoln,  Grant,  Sherman  and 
Thomas.  These  pictures  are  in  the  highest  style  of  copper- 
plate engraving,  and  their  accuracy  as  portraits  gives  to  them 
a  double  value.  For  these  and  many  other  valuable  contribu- 
tions to  our  institution  the  Trustees  feel  it  a  pleasure,  as  well 
as  a  duty,  thus  publicly  to  thank  the  generous  donors. 

Donations  of  a  different  character  have,  during  the  year, 
added  to  the  value  and  attractiveness  of  the  Free  Library 
collection.  From  William  A.  Wall,  Esq.,  we  have  re- 
ceived, beautifully  and  richly  framed,  a  portrait  painted  by 
him,  of  the  late  Thomas  A.  Greene. 
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In  the  appendix  to  this  Report,  will  be  found  a  transcript 
from  the  records  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  containing  an  ex- 
pression of  their  pleasure  and  gratitude  at  the  reception  of 
the  portrait  of  one  so  well-known,  so  highly  esteemed  and  so 
universally  lamented.  With  regard  to  our  departed  friend 
and  fellow-laborer  in  the  cause  of  popular  education  and  a 
generous  culture,  there  is  no  call  upon  us  to  add  anything  to 
the  feeling  and  faithful  tribute  contained  in  the  last  year's 
report  of  the  Trustees  and  its  appendix.  In  no  spot  could  a 
portrait  of  Thomas  A.  Greene  be  more  appropriately  placed, 
than  in  the  Free  Public  Library. 

A  transcript  of  our  records  has  conveyed  to  Mr.  Wall,  the 
thanks  of  the  Tioistees  for  his  valuable  donation. 

Another  valuable  picture  has  been  placed  in  our  possession 
during  the  year,  and  now  occupies  a  conspicuous  position 
upon  the  walls  of  our  Library  Room.  It  is  a  portrait  of 
James  B.  Congdon,  Esq.,  by  Mr.  J.  O.  Eaton,  of  New  York. 
The  circumstances  under  which  this  fine  work  of  art  and 
most  faithful  portrait,  was  executed  and  has  come  into  the 
possession  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  are  fully  set  forth  in 
our  appendix.  To  those  of  our  inhabitants  who  have  seen  it 
we  need  not  say,  that  no  more  truthful  likeness  has  ever  been 
placed  upon  canvass ;  and  it  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  record 
the  fS^t,  that  our  most  competent  judges  are  unanimous  in  the 
declaration  that  as  a  work  of  art,  it  has,  in  this  department, 
no  superior  in  our  city.  Not  alone  because  we  see  in  these 
portraits  the  features  we  have  long  looked  upon  and  would 
fain  transmit  to  the  knowledge  of  those  who  are  to  come 
after  us,  do  we  regard  them  as  valuable  additions  to  our  Mu- 
nicipal Library.  A  portrait  executed  by  a  hand  which  genius 
and  long  and  deep  study  have  guided  in  giving  upon  canvas 
a  likeness  of  the  human  face  and  form  is  more  than  a  memo- 
rial of  friendship  or  honor.  It  is,  like  all  other  works  of  art 
which  bear  the  stamp  of  genius,  valuable  because  that  stamp 
is  upon  it.     It  has  in  it  those  elements  of  power  and  beauty 
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that  are,  in  a  great  measure,  independent  of  the  individual 
whose  features  are  portrayed,  and  it  claims  and  receives  a 
place  among  the  creations  of  genius  to  impart  gratification, 
and  aid  in  the  great  work  of  human  culture  and  develop- 
ment through  all  time.  It  becomes  one  of  those  creations 
which  teach  the  lesson  so  musically  and  feelingly  conveyed 
by  the  lines  of  our  own  Whittier,  when  he  spoke  of  the 
lovely  works  of  nature  as  teachers  of  the  beautiful. 

^'Where,  under  rainbows  of  perpetual  showers 
God's  gardens  of  the  deep 
His  patient  aneels  keep ; 

*  Gladdening  the  dim  Strang  solitude 

With  fairest  forms  and  hues,  and  thuf 

*  Forever  teaching  us 

The  lesson,  which  the  many-colored  skies, 
The  brightness  of  the  human  countenance. 
The  play  of  smiles,  the  magic  of  a  glance, 

Forever  more  repeat. 

In  varied  tones  and  sweet. 
That  Beauty  in  and  of  itsslf  is  good  I" 

It  is,  therefore,  in  full  harmony  with  the  design  of  our  in- 
stitution to  gather  within  its  walls,  not  only  the  portraits  of 
those  we  would  remember  and  to  whom  we  would  do  honor, 
but  all  good  pictures,  all  good  works  of  art,  all  the  beautiful 
creations  of  genius,  because  all  such  works  have  the  same 
power  to  interest,  to  instruct,  to  elevate  that  belongs  to  the 
sublime  songs  of  Milton,  Burke,  Tennyson,  Whittier  and 
Longfellow.  We  would  give  our  feeble  testimony  to  the 
value  of  such  teachings ;  and  would  do  all  in  our  power  to 
diffuse  among  our  community  the  ability  to  recognize,  to 
enjoy  and  to  profit  by  them.  We  trust  that  all  who  shall  here- 
after be  connected  with  the  management  of  our  Library,  or 
influential  in  its  affairs,  wiU  keep  this  steadily  in  view,  and  do 
what  they  may  to  bring  about  the  establishment,  in  connec- 
tion with  it,  of  a  Gallery  of  Pictures.  There  are  those,  men 
of  genius  and  lovers  of  art,  who,  impressed  with  the  great 
value  of  such  an  accessory  to  our  highest  educational  institu- 
tion, are  waiting  for  the  time  when  provision  of  a  proDet^ 
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place  shall  be  made,  to  aid  in  filling  it  by  valuable  contribu- 
tions. Are  there  not  some  among  us  who  will  show  their 
zeal  and  interest  in  this  work,  by  making  a  beginning  to  a 
contribution  for  a  suitable  building?  The  erection  of  a  galle- 
ry where  works  of  art  may  be  safely  kept  and  properly 
exhibited,  would  go  far  towards  bringing  them  into  the  pos- 
session of  the  City.* 

The  necrology  of  the  Free  Public  Library  has  already  had 
a  beginning,  and  the  duty  devolves  upon  us,  because  of  the 
decease,  during  the  past  year,  of  men  whose  names  are  di- 
rectly or  indirectly  connected  with  the  history  of  our  institu- 
tion, to  continue  the  record.  Since  our  last  report  was  pre- 
sented three  persons  have  died  whose  names  are  found  upon 
our  records — John  Mason  Williams,  James  Arnold  and 
Joshua  C.  Stone. 

In  the  address  that  was  delivered  on  the  occasion  of  the 
laying  the  comer-stone  of  the  Library  building,  August 
28th,  1856,  the  speaker  alluded  to  the  Hon.  John  M.  Wil- 
liams as  one  of  the  two  individuals  then  surviving,  of  those 
who  were  influential  in  establishing  the  first  Library  in  New 
Bedford,  in  1803, f  and  these  are  the  orator's  words  :  *'The 
two  yet  live,  and  one  of  these,  after  impressing  upon  our 
forming  tendencies  the  stamp  of  a  wisdom  early  matured, 
and  of  an  intellectual  superiority  which  all  acknowledged, 
giving  profitable  direction  and  imparting  elevating  and  refi- 
ning influences,  with  a  modesty  that  gave  no  room  for  envy, 
and  a  quiet  inflexibility  of  purpose  which  gave  supremacy  to 
virtue,  and  extorted  even  from  vic«,  an  unwilling  tribute  to 
virtue's  loveliness,  left  us,  in  the  fiill  vigor  of  his  consecrated 
abilities,  to  give  them,  away  from  us,  to  a  higher  sphere  of 
duty,  and  a  more  honored  if  not  a  more  honorable  field  of 
action.** 

*  An  addition  could  be  made  to  the  Library  Building  large  enough  for  this 
parpo0e,  without,  to  any  extent,  impairing  its  symmetry. 
fWaiiBm  H.  Allen,  Esq.,  was  the  other. 
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'*But  the  season  for  retirement  has  come;  and  our  early 
benefactor,  upon  whom  the  winter  of  age  has  fallen  ''frostly 
but  kindly,"  is  looking  to  his  early  home  upon  the  banks  of 
the  Acushnet,  with  the  purpose  in  his  heart  of  closing  here 
his  protracted  and  useful  life.  We  tender  to  him  a  cordial 
welcome.  Happy  shall  we  be  to  enjoy  the  mellow  radiance 
of  the  evening,  as  our  fathers  did  the  brighter  splendor  of 
the  morning  light.  That  the  days  of  the  years  of  the  life  of 
John  Mason  Williams  may  be  protracted  and  happy  is  the 
aspiration  of  all." 

He  came,  the  second  time,  among  us,  and  the  aspiration 
was  fulfilled.  His  days  were  protracted  and  happy,  and  we 
enjoyed  the  mellow  radiance  of  the  evening  light.* 

In  the  year  1866,  the  Hon.  James  Arnold  manifested  his 
interest  in  the  library  by  a  donation  of  '*  Audubon's  Birds  of 
America."  Notice  is  taken  of  this  munificent  gift  in  the 
Fifteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees,  in  connection  with 
which  there  is  a  copy  from  the  records  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Board  upon  its  reception.  **This  work,"  say  the 
Trustees,  ''so  rich  and  so  rare,  the  most  elaborate  and  per- 
fect contribution  to  Natural  History  ever  made,  is  an  acqui- 
sition to  the  treasures  of  the  Public  Library,  of  which  they 
may,  without  impropriety  be  proud.  Such  is  its  rarity  and 
beauty,  that  the  possession,  of  itself,  may  be  regarded  as 
giving  a  character  and  standing  to  the  institution  in  which  it 
is  found.  While  the  people  of  New  Bedford  will  rejoice  in 
this  valuable  addition  to  their  library,  they  will  gratefully 
remember  that  this  act  is  but  the  continuance  of  a  course  of 
generosity  and  beneficence  which  has  for  a  long  series  of 
years,  blessed  the  community  in  which  the  donor  resides. 
To  Mr.  Arnold  we  are  also  indebted  for  another  work  of 
great  rarity  and  value,  "Walton's  Polyglot  Bible,"  London, 
1657,  six  volumes. 


*See  appendix. 
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Mr.  Arnold  and  Judge  Williams  died  within  a  few  days  of 
each  other,  both  of  them  over  four  score  and  seven  years 
of  age.  With  both  of  them  New  Bedford  was  the  scene  of 
their  opening  career  of  life.  The  first  named  remained 
always  with  us,  and  the  other  returned,  and  when  '*the  end 
of  earth''  had  come  to  them,  there  was  found  standing  around 
their  ashes  groups  of  mourners  composed,  almost  identically, 
of  the  same  individuals.  Judge  Williams  attended  the 
funeral  of  his  early  and  life-long  friend.* 

Hon.  Joshua  C.  Stone  was  in  the  year  1863  a  member, 
elected  at  large,  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public 
Library.  That  he  held  that  position  is  a  reason  why  it  is 
proper  that  we  should  notice  his  death ;  although  there  is 
nothing  in  the  exercise  of  the  duties  of  that  office  that  would, 
of  itself,  call  for  a  demonstration  of  regret  and  of  respect 
so  deep  and  so  extensive  as  we  have  witnessed  at  the  depar- 
ture of  tliis  amiable  man  and  accomplished  jurist. 

The  men  whose  names,  in  this  brief  necrology,  we  have 
associated  with  his,  were  allowed  to  spread  around  them  the 
brightness  and  fullness  of  their  talents  and  virtues  to  the 
utmost  limit  of  human  existence.  He  was  stricken  down  in 
the  meridian  of  life,  and  has  left  us  mourners  over  blasted 
hopes  and  disappointed  anticipations. 

"  The  hand  of  the  reaper 

Takes  the  ears  that  are  hoary, 
But  the  voice  of  the  weeper 

Wails  manhood  in  glory. 
The  autumn  winds  rushing 

Waft  the  leaves  that  are  searest, 
But  our  flower  was  in  flushing, 

When  blighting  was  nearet^t.**  \ 

Thus  closes  our  brief  notices  of  the  dead.  It  is  needless 
for  us  to  do  more  than  to  allude  to  their  departure  and  our 
loss ;  for  others  with  stronger  claims  and  richer  ability  to  put 
them  forth  have  been  before  us ;  and  we  shall  add  to  the 

*See  Appendix. 
fSee  Appendix. 
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interest  and  value  of  our  Report,  by  giving  at  its  close  the 
honorable  and  feeling  testimonials  which  have  been  called 
forth  by  the  death  of  our  valued  fellow-citizens.* 

While  we  write,  we  are  enjoying  the  pleasant  warmth  and 
purity  of  atmosphere,  and  the  gratifying  conviction  of  safety 
which  are  the  result  of  the  new  arrangements  for  heating, 
which  have  been,  through  the  thoughtful  liberality  of  the 
City  Council  and  the  efficient  labors  of  its  appropriate  com- 
mittee, introduced  into  the  Library  Building,  during  the 
year.  The  four  furnaces,  inefficient  and  dangerous,  have 
been  removed.  That  we  have  in  our  rooms  air  that  is  both 
pure  and  warm,  in  the  place  of  that  which  was  neither  one 
nor  the  other,  is  not  the  only  thing  about  the  change  that  it 
is  pleasant  to  contemplate.  We  are  freed  from  the  dust,  so 
ruinous  to  our  books  and  pictures,  which  has  ever  attended 
the  use  of  a  furnace ;  we  have  an  atmosphere  less  injurious 
to  the  binding  of  the  books ;  all  our  rooms  are  comfortably 
and  continuously  heated;  the  vestibule,  above  and  below, 
hitherto  so  cold  that  it  was  a  source  of  much  inconvenience 
to  those  who  were  often  obliged  to  wait  there,  is  now  as  com- 
fortable as  any  part  of  the  building ;  and,  though  last  not 
least,  we  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  we  have  all 
this  increased  safety  and  comfort  from  an  expenditure  of  coal 
that  we  are  confident  will  not  exceed,  and  which  we  have 
reason  to  beUeve  wiQ  not  equal,  that  which  was  necessary 
under  the  old  and  inefficient  plan  of  operations. 

The  items  and  operations  of  the  credit,  known  upon  the 
books  of  the  City  Treasurer  as  ^  the  funds  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  Free  Public  Library,'*  are  as  follows : 

Balance  as  per  our  last  report,  $47S.S8 

Income  from  the  "  Howland  "  and  ^*  Morgan  "  funds,  1S2.00 

$660.S2 
Expended  during  the  year,  187.00 

Balance  unexpended,  $588.82 

*See  Appendix  for  notices  of  James  Arnold,  John  M.  Williama  v^S^fteiH 
a  Stone. 
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The  balances  of  the  several  accounts  are  as  follows : 

George  Howland,  Jr.,  fund,  (income,)  $262.57 

Charles  W.  Morgan  fund,  (income,)  111.S5 

Horticaltaral  Society  fond,  S4.40 

Charles  Congdon  fond,  75.00      ' 


Total  as  abore,  $5SS.SS 

Our  ** Supplementaiy  Catalogue**  is  about  ready  for  the 
binder.  It  has  been  long  in  press,  —  longer  than  at  first 
was  supposed  to  have  been  necessary ;  but  perfect  accuracy 
was  demanded,  great  care  was  required,  constant  changes 
called  for,  and  all  this  was  incompatible  with  hasty  action. 

To  meet  the  expense  of  the  binding,  and  allow  an  expen- 
diture for  our  general  operations  equal  to  what  has  hitherto 
been  found  necessary,  will  require  a  small  addition  to  the 
annual  appropriation  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Library. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  presented, 

Andrew  G.  Pierce, 
Horatio  Hathaway, 
George  H.  Dunbar, 
George  Howland,  Jr., 
Warren  Ladd, 
James  B.  Congdon, 

New  Bedford,  January  1st,  1869. 


>*  Trustees. 
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PORTRAIT  OF  JAMES  B,  CONGDON. 

Nxw  Bbdfobd,  Angost  17tli,  1868. 
James  B.  Conodon,  Esq.,  New  Bedford: 

Dear  Sir,  We,  the  onderBigDed,  your  friends  and  nei^^ibon,  remembering 
the  long  jean  which  70a  have  devoted  to  the  public  lemce,  denre  to  ezpresa 
in  tome  permanent  form,  onr  appreciation  of  your  abilityi  mdnstry)  and  emi- 
nent nsefolneflB  in  promoting  the  interests  of  the  oommmiitj.  We  gralefidly 
recognize  the  foot,  that  no  man  has  ever  labored  with  more  derotion  and 
iaithfalness,  and  with  greater  nsefolnessi  in  adTancing  the  moral  and  intel- 
lectual growth  and  the  material  prosperity  of  New  Bedford.  Your  lift  has 
been  given  to  the  work  with  unsurpassed  fideli^. 

As  a  favor  to  us,  which  we  trust  will  not  be  displeasing  to  jon,  we  beg  that 
you  will  allow  us  to  have  painted  by  some  artist  of  distinction,  a  portrait  of 
yourself,  which,  when  completed,  we  shall  desne  to  have  placed  in  the 
Public  Library,  there  to  remain,  reminding  us  of  your  eminent  labors  in  onr 
behalf,  and  inciting  our  descendants  to  imitate  your  many  virtues. 

Very  truly,  your  friends, 

WILLIAM  W.  CBAPO,  GIDEON  ALLEN, 

JONATHAN  BOURNE,  Jb.,  ANDREW  6.  PIERCE, 

ABRAHAM  BARKER,  MATTHEW  HOWLAND, 

THOMAS  MANDELL,  THOMAS  ITTB,  Jr., 

J.  C.  DELANO,  CHARLES  H.  LEONARD, 

GEORGE  O.  CROCKER,  HENRY  T.  WOOD, 

OLIVER  PRESCOTT,  LOUM  SNOW, 

WILLIAM  J.  ROTCH,  THOMAS  KNOWLES, 

EDWARD  W.  HOWLAND,  A  H.  SEABURT, 

CHARLES  L.  WOOD,  THOMAS  B.  HATHAWAY, 

JOHN  H.  CLIFFORD,  JOSEPH  ORINNELL, 
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HENRY  TABER, 
EDWARD  C.  JONES, 
DAVID  R.  GREENE, 
CHARLES  R.  TUCKER, 
OTIS  SEABURY, 
WARD  M.  PARKER, 
J.  SWIFT,  Jr., 
PARDON  TILLINGHAST, 
WILLIAM  HATHAWAY,  Jr., 
L  D.  HALL, 


THOMAS  D.  ELIOT, 
GEORGE  HOWLAND,  Jr., 
HENRY  H.  CRAPO, 
W.  C.  N.  SWIFT, 
ROBERT  C.  PITMAN, 
WILLIAM  C.  TABER, 
WILLIAM  PHILLIPS, 
BENJAMIN  RODMAN, 
JOSHUA  C.  STONE. 


New  Bedford,  August  21,  1868. 

To  Messrs.  William  W.  Crapo,  Jonathan  Bourne,  Jr.,  Abraham 
Barker,  and  others,  citizens  of  New  Bedford: 

Gendemen  and  Friends,  There  is  no  form  of  words  at  mj  command, 
which  can  adequately  express  the  emotions  excited  by  jour  note  of  the  17th 
instant.  How  can  I  give  utterance  to  the  mingled  feelings  of  surprise  and 
gratitude  which  accompany  its  perusal  ? 

And  can  it  be  that  mj  humble  efforts  in  behalf  of  this  beloved  city  of  ours 
have  been  thought  worthy  of  a  recognition  like  this  ?  It  elevates  those  labors 
in  my  own  estimation,  when  I  look  upon  them  in  the  light  of  this  testimonial 
to  their  extent  and  character.  I  should  show  myself  wholly  unworthy  of  this 
expression  of  approbation  and  regard,  did  I  not,  as  I  read  the  communication 
\ik  which  it  is  conveyed,  and  lodk  upon  the  long  list  of  honored  and  honorable 
names  from  which  it  derives  its  high  character  and  value,  feel  that  such  a  tes- 
timonial could  not  have  been  bestowed  upon  so  humble  an  indivual  as  myself, 
bad  there  not  been  some  circumstances  in  my  past  and  present  relations  to 
the  inhabitants  of  New  Bedford  of  a  character  somewhat  peculiar  and  inter- 
etting. 

Yon  have  been  pleased,  in  your  note,  to  attach  to  my  efforts  for  **advano- 
ing  the  moral  and  intellectual  growth  and  the  material  prosperity  "  of  our 
City,  a  degree  of  importance,  far  exceeding  any  estimate  which  it  has  ever 
entered  into  my  thought  to  connect  with  my  labors  for  the  welfare  of  this 
community.  But  this  I  may  without  impropriety  assert,  that  even  your 
friendly  and  partial  estimate  of  the  results  of  those  efforts  falls  hr  short  of 
the  measure  of  my  wishes  and  aspirations  for  the  prosperity  of  the  inhabitants 
of  New  Bedford. 

For  this  friendly  expression  of  your  regard,  and  for  the  kindness  which  haa 
prompted  yon  to  convey  to  me  the  assurance  of  your  approbation,  I  return  to 
yoo  my  heartfelt  thanks. 

From  the  future,  but  fittle  can  be  expected  or  hoped.  The  shadows  of 
^rctoing  are  gathering  around  my  path,  and  with  me  the  period  of  8uoce«fiil 
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activity  in  any  of  the  pursuits  of  life  is  near  its  close.  But  let  me  assure 
you,  gentlemen,  that  my  future,  whatever  results  it  may  exhibit,  will  be  made 
brighter  and  happier  by  the  possession  of  the  evidence  of  your  friendly 
recognition  of  my  labors  in  the  past 

Whatever  there  may  be  required  of  me,  that  your  intentions  with  regard 
to  the  portrait  may  be  carried  into  effect,  I  shall  be  ready  to  perform  when 
the  selected  artist  shall  signify  his  wishes. 

And  when  the  work  shall  be  done,  and  a  place  shall  be  found  for  it  upon 
the  walls  of  our  Frke  Public  Library,  I  shall  be  fully  rewarded  for  all 
my  labors,  so  long  continued  aud  so  cheerfully  bestowed  in  its  behalf,  if  it 
shall  be  influential,  to  any  extent,  in  keeping  full  the  ranks  of  a  body  of 
enlightened  and  devoted  public  servants,  charged  with  the  guardianship  of 
the  noblest  of  our  Public  Institutions. 

With  heartfelt  wishes  for  your  welfare,  I  am,  gentlemen. 

Truly  and  gratefully  your  friend, 

James  Bunker  Conodon. 


PRESENTATION  GEREMONT. 

The  portrait  haying  been  completed,  it  was  placed  in  the 
Picture  Room  of  Taber  Brothers,  and  on  the  evening  of 
December  22nd,  was  exhibited  to  a  large  gathering  of  gen- 
tlemen and  ladies,  the  subscribers  to  the  portrait  and  their 
friends.  A  short  time  after  the  company  had  assembled, 
William  W.  Crapo,  Esq.,  in  behalf  of  the  donors  of  the 
picture  read  the  following  letter : 

New  Bedford,  Dec.  22d,  1868. 
Hon.  Andrew  G,  Pierce,  Mayor: 

Dear  Sir  : — A  few  months  since  it  was  suggested  that  some  recognition 
of  the  long-continued,  efficient  and  faithful  services  of  James  B.  Congdon 
was  due  from  the  citizens  of  New  Bedford. 

While  it  would  have  been  appropriate  for  the  City  Government,  in  its 
corporate  capacity,  to  have  taken  action  directly  in  the  matter ;  yet  a  few  of 
his  fiiends  and  neighbors,  feeling  assured  that  a  less  formal  course  would  be 
more  pleasing  to  him,  have  sought  to  testify,  in  some  other  way,  their  own 
gratitude  and  appreciation,  as  well  as  th^  esteem  and  honor  of  their  fellow 
citizens.  And  it  has  seemed  to  them  that  it  would  not  be  an  inappropriate 
expression  of  this  feeling  to  place  among  the  possessions  of  the  City,  a. 
portrait  of  Mr.  Congdon,  which  shonld  not  only  preaenre  for  \k«inMX^^  vaili^ 
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their  childreii  a  correct  representation  of  his  familiar  and  venerable  features, 
bat  which  should  also  be  valuable  in  itself  as  a  work  of  art 

For  this  purpose  the^r  have  employed  Mr.  J.  O.  Eaton,  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  portrait  painters  in  the  country,  whose  success  in  this  work  is  a 
•ource  of  much  gratification. 

And  now,  Mr.  Mayor,  in  behalf  of  my  associates,  I  present,  through  yon, 
to  the  City  of  New  Bedford,  this  portrait  of  Mr.  Congdon.  Upon  your 
acceptance  of  it,  it  becomes  the  property  of  the  City.  Its  givers  suggest  that 
you  win  be  pleased  to  confide  its  custody  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public 
Library  and  their  successors,  who,  it  is  believed,  will  care  for  it  as  a  precious 
pooession,  valuable  in  (itself  and  rich  in  its  associations  as  the  likeness  of  a 
fidthfbl  public  servant  and  a  beloved  citizen. 

Accompanying  this,  I  hand  you  the  correspondence  between  the  donors 
and  Mr.  Congdon,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  placed  on  the  files  of  the 

City. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

William  W.  Crapo. 


To  which  His  Honor  Mayor  Pierce  responded  : 

New  Bedford,  12  mo.  22,  1868. 
WtBiam  W.  Orapo,  Esq,: 

Mt  Dear  Sir  : — ^I  fully  appreciate  the  motives  that  have  prompted  you 
and  your  associates,  to  have  executed,  this  truly  life-like  portrait  of  our 
esteemed  and  honored  friend.  It  is  well  that  the  memory  of  one  who  has 
been  so  prominent  in  public ;  one  who  has  been  associated  for  so  long  a 
number  of  years  with  our  town  and  city,  should  be  treasured  in  future  years. 
In  what  more  fitting  and  appropriate  manner  could  this  be  done,  than  by 
preserving  tipon  canvas  the  fiuniliar  features  and  form  of  him  whom  we 
desire  to  remember  and  honor  ?  You  and  I,  as  well  as  many  others  here, 
know  something  of  the  labor  and  services  he  has  rendered,  for  the  most  part 
a  fipee  offering,  to  our  town  and  city.  He  is  associated  with  our  boyhood 
remembrances  of  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  and  in  these  latter  years  we 
know  practically  of  the  zeal  and  watchfulness  that  he  continues  to  have  for 
the  wdfinre  and  interests  of  all  that  pertains  to  the  prosperity  and  advane»> 
moit  of  our  City.  Therefore  it  is  peculiarly  gratifying  to  me  to  be  the 
medium,  aa  Mayor  of  the  City  and  therefore  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
IVofltees  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  to  receive  this  portrait  to  be  placed  at 
yon  request  in  the  Library  of  that  Institution,  there  to  remain  as  a  remindttr 
of  the  i|»preeiation  by  his  follow-dtiaens  of  one  who  through  a  long  nnmber 
of  jwty  narrad  his  town  and  city  honorably  and  well    And  I  rentnre  in 
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advance  to  thaok  you  and  yoar  associates  for  them  and  for  all  our  citizens 

for  90  valuable  an  addition  to  their  collection  of  works  of  knowledge  and  of 

art. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

Andrew  6.  Pierce,  Mayor. 


The  picture,  as  is  generally  known,  is  from  the  easel  of 
Mr.  J.  O.  Eaton,  an  eminent  artist  of  New  York  who  was 
invited  here  for  the  purpose  of  painting  this  portrait.  We 
express  the  opinion  of  every  one  who  has  seen  it  when  we 
say  that,  as  a  poilrait,  it  is  faultless,  and  as  a  work  of  art  it 
fully  sustains  the  high  reputation  Mr.  Eaton  deservedly 
enjoys.  The  painting  is  framed  tastefully  in  gilt,  encased 
in  black-walnut  and,  aside  from  the  interesting  associations 
connected  with  it,  will  be  valued  for  its  artistic  merit. 

RECEPTION  Br  THE  TRUSTEES. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the  City  Library  held 
December  26.  1868,  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  as  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees,  presented  to  the  meeting  the  papers 
connected  with  the  execution  of  the  portrait  of  James  B. 
CoNGDON,  and  its  presentation  to  the  City. 

He  stated  that  the  portrait  was  now  at  the  exhibition 
rooms  of  the  Messrs.  Taber  Bros.,  where,  in  accordance 
with  an  arrangement  which  had  been  made  previous  to  its 
transfer  to  the  City,  it  was  to  remain  for  a  few  days. 

He  regarded  the  picture  as  valuable  to  the  Library  and  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  City ;  not  only  as  a  work  which  would 
convey  to  future  generations  a  faithful  likeness  ^of  our 
esteemed  fellow  citizen  and  associate,  but  as  a  work  of  art 
surpassed  by  few,  if  any,  in  the  country*in  this  department 
of  the  domain  of  painting. 

He  would  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  reso- 
lutions : 
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Resolved,  That  as  the  representatives  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  Bedford, 
we  are  gratified  at  receiving  for  the  Free  Public  Librar}'  this  exceedingly 
beautiful  and  valuable  work  of  art,  that  we  will  gladly  take  it  into  our 
custody,  and  cherish  it  as  among  the  most  highly  prized  possessions  of  tbe 
institution. 

Resolved,  That  individually,  and  as  representing  the  people  of  the  City,  we 
tender  our  warmest  thanks  to  the  gentlemen,  our  friends  and^fellow  citizens, 
at  whose  request  and  at  whose  expense  this  portrait  has  been  executed — a 
portrait  so  valuable  to  us  as  a  work  of  the  highest  artistic  character,  and  so 
dear  to  us  as  the  life-like  resemblance  of  our  friend  and  associate. 

Resolved,  That  it  gives  us  much  pleasure  to  be  allowed  to  place  upon  our 
records  the  correspondence  which  has  been  connected  with  the  execution  of 
the  portrait,  and  with  its  presentation  to  the  City,  uniting  as  we  do  with  our 
fellow  citizens  whose  grateful  liberality  has  placed  it  in  our  poesession,  in  the 
sentiments  and  feelings  which  gave  origin  to  the  movement  and  which  have 
bad  80  satisfactory  a  conclusion. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Library  take  charge  of  the  portr^t 
as  soon  as  the  present  arrangements  with  the  Messrs.  Taber  shall  terminate, 
and  place  it  in  a  proper  situation  in  the  Library  Room. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  record  be  presented  to  the  gentlemen  to 
whom  the  Library  is  indebted  for  this  valuable  donation,  and  to  J.  O.  Eaton, 
Esq.,  the  artist 

The  portrait  was  placed  in  the  Library  Room  on  the  13th 
of  January,  and  occupies  the  recess  between  the  two  en- 
trance doors  at  the  south  end  of  the  room. 


PORTRAIT  OF  THOMAS  A.  GREENE. 

^  At  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  tlie  Free  Public  Library, 
December  26th9  1868,  James  B.  Congdon  directed  tlie  atten- 
tion of  the  Trustees  to  the  beautiful  and  fiedthful  portrait  of 
the  late  Thomas  A.  Greene,  which  was  placed  before  them. 

He  communicated  to  tiie  Board  the  interesting  and  agreea- 
ble fact,  that  the  portrait  was  tlie  work  of  our  esteemed 
fellow  citizen  and  meritorious  artist,  William  A.  Wall,  Esq., 
and  that  Mr.  Wall  had  presented  it,  with  its  appropriate  and 
costly  frame,  to  the  City  of  New  Bedford  for  the  Free  Public 
Library. 

The  portrait  was  greatly  admired  for  its  faithfulness  and 
its  merits  as  a  work  of  art;  and  it  was  regarded  with 
deep  interest  as  a  valuable  accession  to  the  artistic  treas- 
iires  of  the  Library;  as  a  trutMul  and  expressive  repre- 
sentation of  the  features  of  a  man  whose  life,  public  and 
private  was  a  benefaction  to  this  community,  and  to  whom 
the  cause  of  education  and  a  comprehensive  intellectual  cul- 
ture were  largely  indebted ;  and  as  the  work  of  a  gentleman 
who  is,  in  every  sense  of  the  word  a  New  Bedford  artist, 
whose  pencil  has  preserved  to  us  the  features  of  many  of  our 
most  estimable  citizens,  and  added  a  higher  interest  to  tlie 
lovely  scenery  of  our  City  and  its  neighborhood. 

As  expressive  of  the  feelings  of  the  Board,  James  B. 
Congdon  introduced  the  following  resolutions  which  were 
unanimously  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  on  behalf  of  the  inhalntants  of  New  Bedford,  we  nioit  cor^ 
jdiaily  thank  our  friend  and  fello^i^tizen,  William  A  Wall,  Esq.,  finr  his 
yaloable  gifl  of  a  portrait  of  the  late  Thomas  A  Greene,  executed  hj  him,  to 
the  Free  Poblio  Library. 
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Reiolvedf  That  we  look  upon  this  portrait  of  Mr.  Greene,  as  a  valuable 
addition  to  the  treasures  of  our  Library ;  and  one  which  is  doubly  dear  to  us, 
as  a  life-like  memorial  of  one  whose  memory  will  be  ever  dear  to  the  people 
of  New  Bedford,  and  as  a  gift  of  an  artist  bom,  educated  *  and  still  living 
among  us ;  with  talents  in  this  department  of  art  which  reflect  credit  upon 
oar  City,  and  entitle  him  to  a  lugh  place  among  the  painters  of  the  country. 

Retohed,  That  we  gladly  accept  the  guardianship  of  this  beautiful  picture, 
and  promise  for  it  a  conspicuous  place  upon  the  walls  of  the  Library  Building, 
where  it  wiH  publish  to  all,  the  high  r^ard  in  which  he  was  held,  whose 
features  it  perpetuates,  and  the  artistic  skill  and  generous  enthusiasm  of  him 
who  executed  the  work  and  presented  it  to  the  City. 

Be$oUfedf  That  a  copy  of  the  record  be  communicated  to  Mr.  Wall. 

Raotvedy  That  the  Committee  of  the  Library  select  a  proper  situation  fat 
the  portrait,  and  cause  it  to  be  properly  and  safely  suspended. 


I 


HON.  JAMES  ARNOLD. 

The  following  notice  of  our  deceased  fellow  citizen,  James 
Arnold,  was  published  in  the  New  Bedford  Mercury,  a  few 
days  after  his  death.  We  consider  it  due  to  a  man  whose 
benefactions  have  not  only  enriched  our  institution,  but  have, 
for  many  years  blessed  our  whole  conmiunity,  to  republish 
this  just  and  feeling  tribute  to  his  memory.  It  was  written 
by  James  B.  Congdon. 

The  brief  notices  of  Mr.  Arnold,  which  have  appeared  in  the  papers  of 
oar  City,  do  not  as  we  believe,  satisfy  the  claims  which  his  life  and  character 
have  to  the  attention  and  regard  of  this  commanity,  and  of  those  who  inti- 
mately knew  him. 

While,  as  a  public  man  he  was  but  little  known,  and  no  associations  with 
public  events  are  connected  with  his  memory,  there  was  much  in  his  charac- 
ter as  a  man  and  as  a  merchant  that  gave  prominence  and  interest  to  hia 
name,  and  much  in  his  position  and  life  as  a  citizen  of  New  Bedford  to 
render  that  name  worthy  of  affectionate  remembrance. 

James  Arnold  was  the  son  of  Thomas  Arnold,  of  Providence,  R.  L,  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  By  birth-right,  he  too,  was  a 
member  of  that  religious  denomination;  and  whatever  may  be  thought  of  the 
peculiarities  of  this  religious  body,  one  fact  is  beyond  controversy,  that,  in 
proportion  to  its  numbers,  no  sect  of  Christians  has  blessed  the  world  witt^  a 
larger  share  of  noble  men  and  women,  who  have  exemplified  in  their  lives 
that  personal  purity  and  devotedness  to  the  welfare  of  humanity,  which  are 
the  foundation  of  the  gospel  of  peace  and  good  will. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Arnold  gave  a  direction  to  an  intellect  Bupile  and  vigor- 
ous beyond  the  average  of  his  fellow-men,  by  a  careful  perusal  and  study  of 
the  classical  literature  of  our  language.  None  but  those  who  were  favored 
with  his  intimacy  in  the  most  vigorous  period  of  his  life,  can  be  aware  of  the 
extent  and  richness  of  his  knowledge  of  our  best  authors,  and  of  that  keen 
and  exhaustive  appreciation  of  their  powers  and  beauties  with  which  be  was 
endowed.  **I  honor  that  man,"  said  £phraim  Peabody,  one  whose  memory 
will  long  be  cherished  by  this  community,  '*who,  in  addition  to  that  calling 
upon  which  he  depends  for  a  livelihood,  gives  a  portion  of  hia  timft  U^\hi^ 
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cultavation  of  his  intellect  and  his  taste."  Durincr  his  long  and  active  life, 
Mr.  Arnold,  felt  and  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  this  extensive  acquaintance 
with  the  best  portions  of  Engliith  literature,  and  of  this  richness  and  fulness 
all  were  partakers  who  were  favored  with  his  intimate  acquaintance. 

There  are  two  or  three  peni^ons*,  still  among  us,  who  were,  with  him,  mem- 
bers of  the  association,  which  in  later  years  has  been  known  as  the  Old 
Dialectic  Society ;  and  these  remember  with  distinctness  and  pleasure  the 
instruction  and  enjoyment  which  his  frequent  participation  in  its  discussions 
afforded  them.  He  was  an  earnest,  an  honest,  and  forcible  speaker ;  and 
from  the  rich  and  full  stores  of  his  intellect  he  could,  in  a  manner  equalled 
by  few  and  excelled  by  none,  give  an  interest  to  the  subject  of  debate  which 
did  not  end  with  the  occasion  that  excited  it.  Thus  it  was  that,  without 
having,  or  assuming  to  have,  those  exact  and  comprehensive  gifts  of  scholar- 
ship which  belong  to  those  whose  lives  are  devoted  to  literature,  he  had  that 
degree  of  attainment  and  that  discriminating  love  of  letters,  that  gave  a  zest 
to  hh  leisure  hours,  soothed  and  comforted  him  in  seasons  of  sorrow,  and 
rendered  him  always  a  profitable  and  pleasant  companion. 

As  a  merchant,  Mr.  Arnold  held  a  place  prominent  and  honorable.  He 
was  among  the  last  of  that  successful  and  high-minded  race  of  men,  who,  in 
the  first  quarter  of  the  present  century,  were  the  merchant-princes  of  New 
Bedford.  He  took  his  place  while  yet  a  young  man,  as  the  son-in-law  of 
William  Rotch,  Jr.,  and  as  his  mercantile  partner,  among  those  who  were 
known  throughout  the  commercial  world  as  enlightened  and  successful  men  of 
business ;  and  while  the  success  of  his  devotion,  skill,  and  enterprise,  demon- 
strated his  right  to  share  with  them  their  elevated  position,  no  act  of  his  ever 
sullied  the  purity  of  the  reputation  they  had  won. 

An  incident,  of  no  great  importance  in  itself,  that  occurred  when  he  was 
in  the  prime  of  life  and  largely  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  will  illustrate 
the  character  of  his  mind,  and  the  views  which  he  held  and  so  strikingly 
exemplified  in  his  business  career. 

President  Wayland  was  in  New  Bedford  for  the  purpose  of  soliciting  aid 
for  the  increase  of  the  library  of  Brown  University.  A  meeting  of  our 
merchants  and  monied  men  was  held,  and  the  President,  in  a  short  address, 
endeavored  to  show  how  it  was  that  liberality  towards  our  institutions  of 
learning  was  fruitful  of  benefits  to  all  classes  and  conditions  of  men.  Some 
word  which  be  or  some  other  gentleman  had  dropped,  which  indicated  that 
the  merchants  were  too  much  absorbed  in  money-making,  called  up  Mr. 
Arnold,  who,  in  a  few  brief  and  eloquent  sentences,  vindicated  the  character 

*At  the  opening  of  the  month  of  December,  1867,  there  were  five  members  of  the  "  Old 
Dhdeotic"  living:  John  MMon  Williams,  James  Arnold,  Thomas  A.  Greene,  William  C. 
Taber  and  James  B.  Cougdon.  Since  that  time  the  three  first  have  died,  the  first  sines 
tbiM  notice  was  written. 
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of  our  men  of  business,  and  the  claims  of  the  pursuit  in  which  they  were 
engaged  to  an  honorable  and  elevated  position.  He  declared  that  the  occu- 
pation of  the  merchant  was  as  free  from  mercenary  tendencies  as  any  in 
which  man  could  engage ;  and  that  the  devotion  which  gave  reputation  and 
profit,  was  due,  not  so  much  to  a  low  and  grovelling  love  of  gain,  as  to  that 
generous  and  commendable  desire  for  success  which  was  the  stimulus  to  all 
high  and  enlightened  effort  in  every  department  of  human  affairs. 

As  has  already  been  intimated,  Mr.  Arnold  was  but  little  in  public  life. 
In  the  days  when  the  good  old  plan  of  town  meetings  allowed  him  to  be 
somewhat  active  in  our  town  affairs  without  holding  office,  he  gave  a  fair 
portion  of  his  time  to  our  municipal  business.  For  a  short  period  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Governor's  Council  while  the  Grovernor's  chair  was  occupied 
by  George  N.  Briggs.  He  filled  the  office  of  Councillor  with  much  credit 
and  usefulness.  The  good  Governor  informed  the  writer  of  this  sketch,  that 
at  no  period  during  his  long  term  of  office,  did  he  have  more  efficient  assis- 
tance from  any  member  of  his  Council  than  from  Mr.  Arnold.  His  was  a 
well-trained,  well-disciplined,  and  a  well-informed  mind,  fitted  for  usefulness 
in  any  direction  to  which  its  energies  were  given. 

During  that  unhappy  period,  when  the  activity  of  the  elements  of  discord 
in  the  Society  of  Friends  resulted  in  the  disruption  of  that  denomination, 
Mr.  Arnold  left  that  body  of  Christians  and  joined  the  religious  society  with 
which  he  was  associated  for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Free  from  bigotry 
and  sectarianism,  he  continued  to  hold  and  to  cherish  those  fundamental 
views  of  human  obligation,  and  of  the  highest  human  elevation  and  attain- 
ment, which  were  and  are  characteristic  of  that  religious  society  into  the 
membership  of  which  he  was  born.  The  members  of  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Society,  however  they  may  have  differed  from  him  in  judgment,  will 
long  retain  a  respect  for  their  departed  associate,  and  will  with  pleasure 
remember  that  his  counsels  were  always  for  that  course  of  action  the  most 
pure  and  honorable,  and  the  most  worthy  of  an  enlightened   Christian  body. 

As  illustrative  of  this,  and  of  the  happy  results  of  such  counsels  and 
actions,  the  course  taken  by  the  Society  in  extending  an  invitation  to  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Furness,  of  Philadelphia,  to  become  its  pastor,  may  be  mentioned. 
A  vote  had  been  passed  to  this  effect.  Under  a  belief,  that  not  alone  to  the 
pastor  should  the  action  here  be  communicated,  but  to  the  Society  as  well, 
Mr.  Arnold  proposed  that  an  address  should  be  prepared  and  forwarded 
with  that  to  the  pastor,  directed  to  the  religious  body  of  which  he  had  charge, 
informing  them  of  the  request  that  had  been  made,  and  requesting  them  to 
co-operate  with  the  Society  here,  should  they  think  well  of  the  proposed 
transfer.  From  tho^lips  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Furness  himself  was  the  writer  of 
this  informed  of  the  happy  results  of  this  noble  and  Christian-like  course  of 
proceeding.    There  had  been  a  feeling  of  alienation  creeping  into  the  PKil- 
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adelphia  society,  arising  from  the  boldness  and  power  with  which  their 
minister  defended  the  cause  of  the  bondman.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Societj 
both  ommunications  from  New  Bedford  were  laid  before  it  The  effect  was 
immediate,  surprising,  beautiful.  Under  the  influence  of  a  course  of  pro- 
ceedings so  full  of  instruction  and  so  well  calculated  to  give  activity  to 
Christ-like  sympathy  and  devotion,  the  difierence  which  had  made  a  disrup- 
tion of  the  tie  between  the  pastor  and  people  probable,  if  not  desirable, 
wholly  disappeared,  and  closer  than  ever  before  were  knit  the  bonds  of 
affection  and  regard.  **  The  Society  in  New  Bedford,"  said  Mr.  Furness, 
*^  never  can  know  how  much  we  are  indebted  to  them  lor  their  high-minded 
and  Christian  proceeding." 

It  remains  for  us  to  speak  of  the  benevolence  which  was  so  distinguishing 
a  trait  in  the  character  of  James  Arnold.  No  man  understood  better 
than  he  the  obligations  which  rested  upon  him  as  one  who  had  been  blessed 
by  a  bountiful  Providence  with  ample  means  for  the  alleviation  of  human 
suffering  and  want  In  the  administration  of  his  charities,  it  was  his  choice, 
as  It  was  hb  practice  to  a  very  great  extent,  to  act  by  himself.  He  was  a 
strong  man  —  strong  in  means,  and  strong  ii^  the  ability  to  judge  as  to  the 
most  efficient  manner  of  dispensing  his  bounties.  **  The  cause  which  he 
knew  not,  he  searched  out'*  It  needed  not  that  his  work  might  be  rightfully 
done,  that  he  should  associate  with  others.  There  is  but  little  need  for  us,  in 
this  community,  to  extend  our  remarks  upon  this  part  of  the  life  and  charac- 
ter of  our  departed  fellow-citizen.  Never,  from  that  princely  abode  on 
County  street,  did  the  stream  of  benevolence  cease  to  flow.  The  exercise  of 
the  charities,  of  which  that  was  the  fountain,  was  one  of  the  institutions  of 
our  city.  Steadily,  clearly,  widely,  always  full  and  always  overflowing,  year 
after  year  the  stream  flowed  on,  diffusing  throughout  our  city  its  healing, 
refreshing  and  encouraging  influences.  He,  whose  death  has  now  made 
mourners  of  the  poor  and  needy,  stood  not  alone  at  the  head  of  this  fertiliz- 
ing stream.  Side  by  side,  for  a  long  course  of  years,  stood  this  noble  man 
and  his  princely  companion,  both  to  no  small  extent  aided  by  that  daughter, 
who,  years  ago,  with  the  mother,  lefl  the  father  and  husband  alone  to  per- 
form the  work  so  long  jointly  and  efficiently  performed.  And  the  last  of  this 
family  of  enlightened  and  devoted  benefactors  of  the  poor  has  now  departed. 

That  beautiful  residence,  so  long  the  home  of  all  that  can  dignify  and 
elevate  humanity,  the  source  from  which,  for  half  a  century  there  has  flowed 
a  bounty  which  in  its  influence  was  not  conflncd  to  the  children  of  want,  is 
now  without  a  tenant  It  cannot  long  remain  so.  The  lights  of  that  beau- 
tiful home  will,  we  hope,  soon  be  rekindled,  and  we  feel  an  assurance  which 
amounts  to  conviction,  that  the  future  of  our  city,  as  has  been  the  past,  will 
be  blessed  by  the  enlightened  and  beneficent  influences  which  will  flow  from 
that  spot  so  long  consecrated  to  an  active,  wide-spread,  and  enlightened 

hospitality  and  benevolence.  t  n    /^ 

'^        ^  Jamks  B.  CONGDOir. 


1869.  TRUSTEES'  REPORT.  37 

« 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  MANAGERS  OF  THE  NEW  BEDFORD 

PORT  SOCIETY. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Managers  of  the  New  Bedford  Port 
Society,  held  at  the  Chapel,  January  2d,  1869,  the  following 
preamble  and  resolutions,  prepared  by  J.  B.  Congdon,  Esq., 
were  adopted  : 

By  the  death  of  the  Hon.  James  Arnold,  another  star  has  been  affixed  to 
the  list  of  our  Life  Members.  For  many  years  he  was  an  active  and  useful 
member  of  our  Society.  He  was  one  of  the  first  Board  of  Officers  elected 
after  its  incorporation  in  1832.  He  was  four  years  of  the  Board  of  Mana- 
gers; twelve  years  one  of  its  Vice  Presidents;  and  three  years  its  President. 
To  an  extent  much  beyond  that  manifested  by  him  in  any  other  charitable 
organization  in  our  city,  he  was,  for  many  years,  devoted  and  efficient  in  his 
co-operation  with  us  in  the  prosecution  of  our  peculiar  form  of  benevolent 
and  reformatory  operations. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  and  as  expressive  of  our  regard  for  his  memory  and 
our  gratitude  for  his  labors  and  benefactions,  we  place  upon  our  records  the 
following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  we  are  saddened  by  the  reflection,  that  by  the  death  of  the 
Hon.  James  Arnold,  another  of  our  earliest  members,  another  of  those 
who  have  been  for  a  long  period  of  time  interested  and  efficient  officers  and 
managers  of  our  Society,  and  one  of  our  Society*s  most  bountiful  benefactors, 
has  departed  from  us. 

Resolved,  That  in  his  long-continued  membership  in  our  association,  his 
active,  protracted  official  services,  his  large  and  numerous  contributions  of 
pecuniary  aid  during  his  life,  and  in  the  generous  liberality  on  our  behalf 
which  his  death  disclosed,  we  recognize  the  testimony  of  a  lofly  and  benevo- 
lent nature  to  the  rectitude  of  the  principles  upon  which  our  Society  is 
founded  —  a  cheering  endorsement  of  the  methods  by  which  its  designs  have 
been  carried  forward,  and  a  generous  confidence  that  its  objects  in  the  future 
will  be  wisely  and  earnestly  pursued. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  last  act  by  which  the  interest  and  confidence  of  Mr. 
Arnold  toward  our  Society  were  manifested,  we  recognize  the  benevolent 
activity  in  its  behalf,  which,  exercised  by  him  and  his  family,  honored  and 
beloved,  of  which  he  was  the  last  member,  has  provided  a  Home  for  the 
homeless  and  suffering  sailor;  a  fund  consecrated  and  set  apart  for  his  relief 
and  comfort;  and  the  future  operations  of  our  Society  and  its  efficient 
Ladies'  Branch  placed  on  a  firm  and  reliable  foundation. 
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Resolved,  That  we  will  individually  and  officially  holfl  in  afiectionate 
remembrance  the  man  whose  wisdom  and  energy  have  aided  our  councils, 
and  whose  munificence  has  given  efficiency  and  permanency  to  our  opera- 
tions; and  that,  as  members  of  the  New  Bedford  Port  Society,  we  hereby 
pledge  ourselves  to  continued  and  increased  exertions  in  behalf  of  that  inter- 
esting and  neglected  class  of  our  fellow  men,  who,  through  us,  have  been 
made  the  objects  of  the  bounty  of  our  departed  fellow  citizen. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  proceedings  be  communicated  to  the  Hon. 
William  J.  Botch,  and  Greorge  B.  Emerson,  Esq.,  and  Mrs.  Zachariah  Allen. 

A  sermon,  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Arnold, 
preached  by  the  Rev.  William  J.  Potter,  pastor  of  the  First 
Congregational  Society,  has  been  published. 


HON.  JOHN  MASON  WU.LIAMS. 

We  have  been  allowed  to  publish  from  the  New  Bedford 
Mercury  of  December  29th,  1869,  the  following  able  and  just 
tribute  to  the  character  and  talents  of  the  late  Chief  Justice 
Williams. 

DEATH  OF  JOHN  MASON   WILLIAMS. 

The  venerable  Hon.  John  Mason  Williams  died  at  the  residence  of 
his  son-in-law^,  Dr.  William  A.  Gordon,  in  this  city,  at  4  o'clock  yesterday 
morning,  afVer  about  half  an  hour's  illness.  On  Saturday  last  he  was  out, 
visiting  the  reading  room  and  taking  his  wonted  walk,  and  on  Sunday  was  as 
well  as  usual.  Shortly  before  his  death,  he  was  seized  with  angina  pectoris^ 
and  while  his  physician  was  preparing  some  remedy,  quietly  passed  away. 

Judge  Williams  was  born  in  Taunton,  June  24,  1 780.  He  graduated  at 
Brown  University,  in  the  class  of  1801 ;  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Hon. 
Seth  Padelford  of  Taunton ;  and  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
this  City,  in  1804.  Here  he  remained  until  1816,  when  he  removed  to 
Taunton,  then  the  only  shire  town  in  the  County,  where  he  took  and  held  a 
leading  position  at  the  bar.  In  1819  he  was  appointed  an  Associate  Justice 
of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  for  the  Southern  Circuit,  and  upon 
the  death  of  Chief  Justice  Ward,  of  the  Court  of  Conmion  Pleas  in  1889, 
was  appointed  his  successor.  This  position  he  held  until  1844,  when,  with 
all  hb  associates,  except  Hon.  Pliny  Merrick,  he  resigned.  These  resigna- 
tions were  owing  to  two  facts,  the  reduction  of  the  salaries  of  the  judges  by 
the  democratic  legislature  of  1843,  and  the  refusal  or  neglect  of  the  succeed- 
ing whig  legislature  to  reverse  that  action.  Judge  Merrick,  being  a  demo- 
crat, felt  bound  to  sustain  the  action  of  his  party  by  retaining  his  position ; 
but  the  best  men  of  both  parties,  justified  the  coarse  of  the  retiring  judges, 
while  the  regret  at  the  loss  of  the  excellent  Chief  Justice  was  universal.  In 
1842,  he  received  the  degree  of  L.  L.  D.  from  his  Alma  Mater;  and  three 
years  later,  the  same  honorable  distinction  was  conferred  upon  him  by 
Harvard  University. 

On  leaving  the  bench,  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Boston,  for  some  yean 
filling  the  ofiice  of  Commissioner  uf  Insolvency,  and  finding  ample  and  lucrar 
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tive  employment  as  a  chamber  counsel.    In  1856  he  gave  up  all  business, 
and  removed  to  this  city,  where  he  resided  till  his  death. 

Judge  Williams  was  a  ripe  lawyer — a  true  lawyer.  He  devoted  tfi  his 
profession  his  best  powers.  He  knew  that  the  law  was  a  "  jealous  mistress," 
and  he  gave  to  her  no  divided  attention ;  and  though  for  many  years  with- 
drawn from  practice,  he  never  lost  his  interest  in  the  profession.  As  a  Judge 
and  especially  as  Chief  Justice,  he  was  held  by  the  ablest  men  at  the  bar  in 
the  highest  respect  and  esteem.  His  was  a  judicial  mind — deep,  clear  and 
apprehensive.  Always  dignified,  he  was,  too,  ever  courteous.  Ko  man  ever 
wore  the  judicial  ermine  more  gracefully ;  none  ever  kept  it  more  spotless. 
He  won  respect  by  the  clearness  and  soundness  of  his  judicial  opinions,  and 
the  affectionate  regard  of  practitioners  by  his  unfailing  urbanity.  We  but 
echo  the  opinion  here  of  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  of  our  State,  whose  esti- 
mate of  the  deceased  was  an  unbiassed  one. 

To  the  last,  his  mind  was  remarkably  clear  and  vigorous.  In  1855,  then 
seventy-five  years  of  age,  he  furnished  a  legal  opinion,  which  was  published, 
upon  the  constitutionality  of  the  Massachusetts  Prohibitive  law;  and  in  1863, 
when  pa^  eighty,  published  an  exceedingly  able  and  interesting  pamphlet, 
entitled  "•  Nullification  and  Compromise ;  a  Retrospective  Review. "  We  re- 
member his  fervid  patriotism  during  the  war  of  the  rebellion ;  his  eager 
interest  in  the  movements  of  our  armies ;  his  confidence  of  our  final  success ; 
and  his  rejoicing  at  the  fullness  of  the  victory,  which  not  only  assured  our 
nationality  but  purified  it  of  the  curse  and  crime  of  slavery.  Only  three 
years  ago,  he  visited  Richmond,  Ya.,  and  the  battle  fields  in  its  neighbor- 
hood, exhibiting  the  relish  for  travel,  of  a  young  man  making  his  first  jour- 
ney. He  was  a  charming  old  man,  for  he  kept  the  heart  of  his  youth.  Of 
but  slight  physical  frame,  he  retained  his  vigor  of  body,  by  the  simplicity  and 
regularity  of  his  habits.    Many  could  say  of  him,  until  within  a  year, 

**  Oft  have  we  seen  him  at  the  peep  of  dawn, 
Brushing  with  hasty  steps  the  dews  away.  ** 

We  shall  see  him  no  more.  But  it  was  a  happiness  to  know  him ;  it  is  a 
pleasure  to  remember  him. 


ACTION  OF  THE  BRISTOL  BAR  UPON  THE  DEATH   OF  THE 

LATE   CHIEF  JUSTICE   WILUAMS. 

(From  the  New  Bedford  Mercury  of  Jan.  Ist,  1869.) 

At  the  adjourned  meetiDg  of  the  Bristol  Bar,  yesterday 
monimg,  the  committee  previously  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose^ reported  a  series  of  resolutions  in  relation  to  the  death 


1869.  TRUSTEES'  REPORT.  41 

of  Hon.  John  Mason  Williams,  which  were  adopted,  and  the 
same  committee  was  directed  to  present  them  to  the  Court. 
Soon  after  the  opening  of  the  Court,  Thomas  M.  Stetson, 
Esq.,  of  the  committee,  addressed  the  Court  as  follows : 

May  it  please  Your  Honor : 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Bar  of  this  County,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
present  certain  resolutions  to  this  Court. 

This  is  the  morning  appointed  for  the  funeral  of  John  Mason  Williams. 
At  such  a  time,  while  the  Nestor  of  our  brotherhood  is  passing  away,  we  have 
no  heart  for  the  customary  business  of  the  Court  We  would  wish  to  attend 
the  service  of  his  obsequies ;  to  testify  our  love  for  him ;  and  to  contemplate 
the  example  which  his  public  fame  and  private  character  have  set  before  us. 

I  have  called  him  our  Nestor.  Sixty-seven  years  ago,  before  any  present 
member  of  this  Bar  was  in  existence,  his  name  was  entered  on  its  roll  in  this 
city.  Since  then  what  rich  experience,  what  cultivated  wisdom,  what  learn- 
ing, profound  and  polished,  what  manifold  duties  well  and  faithfully  done, 
have  given  this  great  magistrate  the  perfected  character  and  spotless  soul 
which  make  his  memory  so  fair  I 

His  death  takes  away  one  of  the  ties  that  connect  our  present  professional 
organization  with  the  early  times  of  the  Commonwealth.  In  this  county,  as 
your  Honor  is  aware,  old  as  was  Judge  Williams — the  name  and  title  of  Chief 
Justice  Williams  is  older  than  he.  As  lons^  ago  as  1 730,  the  town  of  Taunton 
furnished  a  Chief  Justice  Williams  to  the  Court  of  Common  Fleas,  who 
presided  there  86  years.  Again  about  1776,  the  same  town  furnished  another 
Chief  Justice  Williams  to  the  Court  of  Common  Fleas — and  again  in  1889 
the  town  of  Taunton  furnished  to  that  Court  the  Chief  Justice  Williams 
whom  we  have  known.  By  far  our  senior,  his  contemporaries  were  Parker, 
Wilde,  Ward,  Comins,  Holmes.  I  have  heard  him  tell  anecdotes  of  Chief 
Justice  Farsons  personally  observed  by  hiuL 

In  his  youth  lived  the  giants  of  the  law.  Edmund  Trowbridge,  William 
Cushing,  Samuel  Dexter  were  living.  Brigadier  Ruggles  of  Sandwich,  and 
Daniel  Leonard  of  Taunton,  the  royalists,  were  living,  though  "  ex-repub- 
lica."  Bom  in  the  very  month  in  which  the  Constitution  of  the  Common- 
wealth was  declared  by  Resolution  in  Convention,  Judge  Williams  lived  with 
Massachusetts  88  years.  His  life  and  training  were  of  sach  manner  as  is 
peculiar  to  New  England,  and  perhaps  his  character  may  be  deemed  a  fair 
representative  of  the  old  Puritan  Commonwealth,  its  scholarship,  its  quality 
of  intellect,  its  purity. 

It  is  not  seemly  for  those  of  ns  so  much  his  juniors  in  years  and  in  experi- 
ence to  attempt  to  canvass  his  great  qualities  of  mind,  or  to  try  to  state  those 
powers  which  made  him  the  Jurist  that  he  was.    But  somethiim;  it  i&  ^\jd&%\& 
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■ay.  No  advocate  and  no  litigant  before  Chief  Justice  Williams  ever  feared 
that  he  bad  anything  to  struggle  against,  except  the  deficiency  of  bis  cause* 
The  most  perfect  patience,  the  sweetest  courtesy  marked  all  his  intercourse 
with  the  Bar.  Though  so  long  on  the  bench,  he  never  forgot  their  difficulties 
in  their  effort  to  present  facts  through  the  imperfect  means  of  legal  evidence. 
He  never  forgot  the  priceless  advantage  to  the  courts  in  having  a  trained 
profession  to  prepare  causes  for  judicial  action — to  appreciate  and  rightly 
represent  the  decrees  of  the  Bench. 

Of  one  element  in  his  character  we  may  freely  speak.  His  mind  was  so 
singularly  free  from  bias,  peculiarity  of  judgment  or  opinion,  that  he  seemed 
made  for  the  practical  work  of  the  Bench.  To  this  quality  he  added  a  truth 
and  honesty  of  purpose  that  I  believe  have  never  been  surpassed.  Yes, 
even  among  names  like  those  of  Hardwicke  and  Stowell,  of  Marshall  and 
Jay,  and  I  may  properly  add  names  of  jurists  of  our  own  State  and  County, 
of  Morton  and  Merrick, —  no  one  earned  more  thoroughly  than  John  Mason 
Williams,  or  was  awarded  more  unanimously,  the  title  of  an  upright  judge. 

I  have  known  Judge  Williams  well  since  his  judicial  service  ended,  and 
while  he  has  lived  the  private  life  of  an  eminent  citizen  among  us.  To  the 
last  his  mind  was  clear  and  unclouded.  His  death  was  what  he  had  always 
desired.  No  twilight  between  this  world  and  the  next  dimmed  his  faculties, 
•  or  took  away  that  self-protection  and  self-care  which  the  old  Chief  Justice 
always  proudly  reserved  to  himself.  His  path  to  Heaven  was  through  no 
obscure  portal. 

It  is  now  hardly  more  than  a  week  since  I  last  saw  him.  He  came  into 
my  office,^  conversed  upon  various  subjects,  and  nothing  indicated  how  near 
the  end  was.  He  spoke  of  his  extended  life  more  than  ever  before.  Indeed, 
till  then,  I  do  not  remember  of  his  ever  alluding  to  the  topic.  It  may  be 
that  its  premonition  was  very  clear  to  him.  I  think  it  was.  That  last  visit, 
that  last  coming  of  his  dignified  and  genial  presence  will  always  seem  to  me 
like  a  benediction. 

I  will  now  read  the  resolutions  of  the  Bar : 

Resolved,  That  the  death  of  John  Mason  Willianss,  afler  a  life  so  honored, 
admonishes  the  members  of  the  Bar,  where  his  earliest  practice  began  and 
his  earliest  friendships  were  formed,  to  stay  their  usual  vocation  in  the  place 
which  has  been  graced  by  his  judicial  presence,  and,  with  due  observance,  to 
attest  their  regard  for  him,  and  their  reverence  for  his  eminent  character 
and  pure  fame. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  long  professional  and  judicial  career  of  Chief  Jus- 
tice Williams,  we  recognize  a  life-plan  and  course  most  worthy  of  emulation. 
Possessed  of  great  power  of  application,  he,  early  in  life,  gained  large 
acquirement  ia  varied  professional  learning,,  and  that  distinction  among  hi* 
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brethren  which  made  his  promotion  to  the  Bench  a  certain  and  obvious  duty 
on  the  part  of  the  Executive ;  and  it  was  upon  the  Bench  that  his  true 
position  was  reached,  and  his  permanent  fame  acquired.  His  more  marked 
intellectual  attributes  were  clear,  practical  sense,  adequate  learning,  a  com- 
plete patience,  a  freedom  from  every  undue  bias,  whether  from  acquired 
habits  of  thought,  or  organic  tendency  of  character.  Nothing  existed  to 
divert  his  mind  from  the  pursuit  of  truth.  His  judicial  service  of  twenty-five 
years  convinced  all  that  he  exercised  an  ability  and  legal  skill  easily  equal  to 
the  duties  of  his  position,  and  that  no  more  conscientious,  true  and  pure 
magistrate  ever  wore  judicial  honors. 

Resolved,  That  we  also  express  our  appreciation  of  the  private  worth  of 
Judge  Williams.  In  his  age  he  returned  to  us,  not  at  once  to  die,  but  to  live 
many  years  of  a  usefulness  unimpaired  —  for  it  is  by  the  presence  of  exalted 
virtue  among  men,  and  by  contemplation  of  the  lives  of  the  great  and  good, 
that  the  world  is  made  better.  We  believe  he  never  had  an  enemy  —  we 
know  that  his  manly  integrity,  his  kindness  of  heart,  his  genial  emjoyment 
of  social  friendship,  and  his  affectionate  nature,  made  him  many  friends,  to 
whom  his  late  years  were  as  a  beautiful  evening  rather  than  a  life  in  decay. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  desired  to  present  these  resolutions  to 
the  Superior  Court  now  in  session,  with  a  request  that  they  be  entered  upon 
its  record,  and  that  the  Secretary  transmit  a  copy  thereof  to  the  family  of 
the  deceased. 

Hon.  George  Marston,  in  seconding  the  resolutions,  spoke 
as  follows : 

May  it  please  your  Honor : 

In  rising  to  second  the  resolutions,  I  am  conscious  that  I  can  add  little  to 
the  beautiful  and  appreciative  tribute  to  the  character  of  Judge  Williams, 
which  has  been  spoken  by  my  brother  who  preceded  me.  I  am  surprised 
to  find  that  my  recollection  of  this  great  and  good  jurist  runs  back  to  an 
earlier  period  than  that  of  more  than  two  or  three  of  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Bar,  who  are  gathered  here  this  morning  to  attest  their  respect  for  bis  mem- 
ory. I  well  remember  among  the  reminiscences  of  boyhood,  his  presence  on 
the  Bench,  before  he  was  Chief  Justice,  and  that  I  was  then  impressed  with 
the  dignity  and  beauty  of  his  manner  and  methods  of  business.  A  little 
later,  it  happened  that  my  attention  was  called  to  his  appointment  to  the 
head  of  his  Court,  from  the  fact  that,  in  consequence  of  a  letter  from  a  dis- 
tinguished member  of  the  Bar  in  this  city,  the  Hon.  Thomas  D.  Eliot, 
addressed  to  my  relative,  Nymphas  Marston,  then  a  distinguished  member  of 
the  Bar  of  Barnstable  Coanty,  I  was  employed,  as  amaaueQsl&<t^  ^t\X^  ^ 
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letter  from  my  kinsman  to  another  leading  lawyer  of  my  County,  John 
Beed,  invoking  the  aid  of  a  letter  from  him  to  Governor  Everett,  urging  the 
propriety  of  the  appointment  of  Judge  Williams  as  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Fleas,  and  which  I  then  carried  to  Mr.  Reed.  I  well 
remember  one  expression  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Eliot.  **  If  we  can  have,^  he 
said,  "  Judge  Williams  appointed  Chief  Justice,  and  Warren  put  upon  the 
Bench,  we  shall  have  a  grand  Court."  And  a  grand  Court  it  was,  sir,  so  far 
as  the  dignity,  ability  and  integrity  of  this  distinguished  chief  could  make  it 
such.  Nothing  was  wanting  in  him  to  make  the  Court  all  that  such  a  tribu- 
nal should  be. 

When,  a  few  years  later.  Chief  Justice  Williams  felt  obliged  to  resign  his 
place,  it  again  happened  that  I  was  present  at  a  meeting  of  the  Bar  of  the 
County  of  Suffolk  in  reference  to  that  event.  The  assembly  was  large  and 
earnest,  comprising  some  of  the  ablest  men  of  the  Bar,  of  the  elder  and 
younger.  I  am  sure  that  the  meeting,  which  will  be  held  there  to-day  in 
reference  to  his  death,  will  not  exceed  in  numbers,  ability,  and  sincere  ear- 
nestness, that  which  assembled  on  the  simple  occasion  of  his  retirement 
from  the  Bench  in  the  vigor  of  his  life.  Such  was  the  esteem  and  honor  in 
which  he  was  then  held  by  the  profession ;  and  the  result  of  that  meeting  was 
the  procurement  of  the  excellent  portrait  of  him  which  now  graces  the  walls 
of  the  Social  Library  of  the  Bar  of  Suffolk ;  and  this  is  a  distinction  which 
has  been  accorded  to  few,  very  few,  of  our  jurists. 

Later  in  the  life  of  Judge  Williams  I  saw  little  of  him ;  but  meeting  him 
now  and  then,  I  can  well  understand  how  he  impressed  those  who  saw  him 
more  frequently,  and  observed  him  better,  as  did  my  brother  Who  has  spoken. 
Yet  when  I  did  see  the  venerable  man,  it  was  only  to  feel  renewed  respect 
for  his  character,  and  admiration  for  the  radiant  beauty  of  his  perfected 
manhood. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  life  of  our  departed  brother  which  we  can  contem- 
plate now  with  greater  satisfaction  than  its  last  stages,  afler  he  had  retired 
from  profes^onal  labor,  and  when  he  went  in  and  out  among  us  in  the  quiet 
excellence  of  a  serene  old  age.  Here  he  presented  a  perpetual  blessing  to 
those  who  knew  him,  and  by  whom  he  was  beloved  and  honored.  So  his  life 
ran  on  in  its  peaceful  course  to  fulness  of  years,  and  here  he  lingered  long 
in  full  command  of  his  faculties  and  affections,  cheerful  and  hopeful,  having 
glimpses  of  the  light  which  shines  from  beyond  the  river;  beholding  the 
pearly  gates  ajar;  catching  the  murmurs  of  the  clear  bells  beyond  the  walls 
of  time ;  and  so  waiting,  he  has  quietly  passed  on,  and  has  entered  in  through 
.the. gates  into  the  city. 

*'  So  fades  a  summer  doud  away ; 
So  sinks  the  gale  when  storms  are  o'er ; 
Bo  ffently  shnts  the  eye  of  day ; 
60  dies  a  wave  along  t!bft  dkoi^" 


1869.  TRUSTEES'  REPORT.  45 

They  are  here,  and  they  are  gone !  Those  whom  we  love  and  revere  are 
here,  —  and  they  are  gone!  Their  example  remains.  The  instmctioii 
afibrded  by  their  lives  is  not  lost.  We  do  well  to  pause  to-<lay  and  contem- 
plate the  life  of  our  venerable  friend,  and  to  impress  on  our  minds  and 
hearts  the  teachings  and  inspiration  which  come  from  so  excellent  and  beaa- 
tlful  an  example. 

Daniel  Ricketson,  Esq.,  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the 
Bar,  spoke  in  fitting  words  of  the  excellence  of  the  deceased. 
He  heartily  endorsed  the  resolutions  offered,  and  acknowl- 
edged the  justice  of  the  eloquent  and  beautiful  tributes  that 
had  been  paid  to  Judge  Williams'  memory.  Mr.  Ricketson 
spoke  of  the  venerable  man's  long  life,  commencing  only  a 
year  after  the  surrender  of  Comwallis,  and  extending  from 
the  administration  of  Washington  to  the  election  of  the 
Great  Soldier,  Grant,  for  whom  the  deceased  cast  a  vote ;  of 
the  eminent  men,  with  whom  he  had  been  associated,  and  of 
whom  he  w^as  the  equal ;  of  his  qualities  as  a  judge,  and  of 
his  excellences  as  a  man ;  and  closed  with  the  recitation 
of  some  beautifully  appropriate  poetical  selections. 

William  W.  Cra^^o,  Esq.,  remarked  that  he  was  much  too 
young  in  the  profession  to  be  able  to  speak  from  personal 
knowledge  of  the  judicial  career  of  Judge  Williams;  yet 
the  traditions  had  been  so  unvarjdng,  that  his  name  had 
become  to  the  younger  members  of  the  Bar,  a  synonyme  of 
judicial  uprightness,  urbanity  and  wisdom.  We  knew  him 
as  one  possessed  of  a  clear,  vigorous  intellect,  a  well- 
Ijalanced  mind,  and  great  impartiality ;  in  the  performance 
of  his  duties,  painstaking,  earnest  and  faithful ;  a  conscien- 
ti</us  and  incorruptible  magistrate  and  man.  "For  years," 
said  Mr.  C,  ''he  was  pointed  out  to  the  young  men  of  the 
profession  as  a  model  for  imitation." 

His  long  life,  his  many  years  of  usefulness,  were  crowned 
hy  ripe  old  age,  full  of  serenity  and  cheerfulness,  full  of 
interest  in  passing  events,  with  quick  sympathies  for  those 
around  him,  and  with  .that  repose  and  confidence  vol  ^k^ 
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future  which  a  life  well  spent  can  alone  secure.  He  died 
with  his  work  done  ;  and  it  was  well  done.  The  memory  of 
such  a  man  is  sweet ;  and  the  influence  of  his  life,  long  after 
his  mortal  remains  are  entombed  in  the  eailh,  will  continue 
to  guide  us  and  bless  us. 

James  M.  Bunker,  Esq.,  spoke  as  follows : 

The  expressive  and  exhaustive  resolutions  presented  by  the  Bar,  and  the 
eloquent  remarks  by  which  their  presentation  was  preceded  and  followed, 
leave  nothing  to  be  added ;  bnt  as  I  look  around  and  see  but  one,  whose 
memory  of  the  late  Judge  Williams  runs  asi  far  ba(rk  as  my  own,  I  desire  to 
speak  briefly  of  the  distinguished  subject  of  the  resolutions.  My  professional 
knowledge  of  him  runs  more  than  thirty  years  back ;  and  for  more  than 
forty  years  I  have  been  acquainted  with  his  extraonlinary  excellence.  He 
had  then  achieved  a  deputation  as  an  advocate,  and  as  a  Judge.  He  was 
not  austere,  nor  morose,  but  affable  and,  as  I  saw  him  many  years  ago  in  his 
family,  social  and  easy.  Men  of  many  thoughts  are  usually  men  ot  few 
words.  Such  was  Judge  Williams.  In  one  respect  not  before  spoken  of. 
Judge  Williams  resembled  the  late  Judge  Mellen,  of  Maine,  who  kept  alive 
to  advanced  age  the  freshness  of  youth,  by  associating  with  younger  men. 
So  did  Judge  Williams.  He  was  not  content  to  subside  into  inaction  and 
obscurity  when  ho  left  the  bench,  but  maintained  familiarity  with  passing 
events.  He  was  a  daily  visitor  at  the  reading  room.  He  is  not  truly  dead ; 
but  still  lives,  having  passed  on  to  a  new  form  of  life  eternally  progressive. 

His  Honor  Judge  Morton  said  he  had  listened  to  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  Bar,  and  to  the  graceful  tributes  paid  to  the 
memory  of  the  deceased,  with  more  than  interest  —  with 
emotion.  He  felt  incompetent  to  add  anything  to  these,  and 
should  content  himself  with  saying,  that  among  those  who 
had  occupied  seats  on  the  bench,  there  had  been  none  of 
firmer  mind,  of  more  entire  integrity,  or  of  more  incorrup- 
tible purity  than  Judge  Williams.  It  afforded  him,  he  said, 
a  melancholy  pleasure  to  direct  that  the  resolutions,  with 
which  he  fully  accorded,  be  entered  upon  the  records,  and  to 
order  that  the  Court  be  now  adjourned. 

The  Court  and  members  of  the  Bar  attended  the  funeral 
serrJces,  which  were  conducted  byKev.  William  J.  Potter. 
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Judge  Williams,  says  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser,  was  an 
admirable  representative  of  the  old  school  of  public  men — 
able,  courteous,  incorruptible,  patriotic;  incapable  of  in- 
trigue ;  interested  in  men  and  affairs ;  and  accepting  to  the 
last  his  full  share  of  the  duties  and  burdens  of  the  conununi- 
ty  where  his  lot  was  cast.  He  watched  the  exciting  events 
of  the  present  decade  with  intelligent  and  eager  interest,  and 
at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years  visited  Richmond  and  the 
battle  fields  in  its  neighborhood,  it  is  said,  with  the  freshness 
and  enthusiasm  of  a  young  man  making  his  first  journey. 


HON,  JOSHUA  C.  STONE. 

We  publish  with  the  consent  of  the  senior  editor  of  the 
New  Bedford  Mercury,  Col.  Chai'les  B.  H.  Fessenden,  the 
following  obituary  notice  of  the  Hon.  Joshua  C.  Stone, 
written  by  him,  and  which  appeared  in  that  paper  January, 
4th,  1869. 

OBrrUAKY. 

HoK.  Joshua  C.  Stoke,  died  at  hb  residence  in  this  city,  on  Satordajr 
afternoon,  January,  2d.  1869,  aged  about  43  years. 

The  deceased,  a  son  of  the  late  Henry  B.  Stone,  Esq.,  long  President 
of  the  Suffolk  Bank,  Boston,  was  bom  in  Boston  and  graduated  at  Harrard 
Ck)llege  in  the  class  of  1844.  In  1846  he  entered  the  law  office  of  the  late 
CoL  Page,  in  this  city,  pursuing  his  professional  studies  with  him  and  at  the 
Law  School  at  Cambridge,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  this  County  in 
1849.  He  was  at  once  associated  in  practice  with  Col.  Page,  with  whom  be 
remained  till  1858,  when  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Judge  Brigham, 
which  continued  until  the  latter  was  appointed  to  the  Bench.  Mr.  Stone 
then  removed  to  Boston;  but  in  1862  his  strong  attachments  here  induced 
his  return,  and  he  became  a  partner  with  W.  W.  Crapo,  Esq.,  a  connection 
which  continued  until  his  death.  For  several  years  the  deceased  held  the 
office  of  Commissioner  of  Insolvency ;  and  when  the  office  of  Judge  of  Insol- 
vency was  created,  was  appointed  to  that  position  for  thb  County,  holding  it 
till  the  office  was  merged  in  that  of  Judge  of  Probate.  In  the  years  1866 
and  1867  he  was  a  representative  from  the  Xlth  Bristol  Dbtrict  in  the 
Legislature. 

This  is  a  simple  record ;  but  the  death  of  the  subject  of  it  is  a  grave  and 
serious  loss  to  our  city ;  not  only  a  loss  to  the  profession  which  he  adorned, 
and  to  the  friends  who  warmly  admired  and  loved  him,  but  to  the  entire 
ooomiunity,  upon  which  such  a  man,  high  minded,  honorable,  truthful  and 
ooorageous,  exercises  an  unconscious,  but  most  beneficent  and  elevating 
influence. 

In  hb  profession  he  had  already  achieved  an  enviable  reputation,  as  a 
mnmd  lawjer^  a  persnasivei  convincing  advocate,  and  a  thoroughly  honorable 
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practitioner.  No  man,  it  seems  to  as,  could  have  a  juster  sense  of  the  gravity 
and  dignity  of  the  profession,  a  more  full  appreciation  of  the  oath  he  had 
taken  as  a  minister  of  the  laiv,  or  a  more  conscientious  and  resolute  determi- 
nation to  regard  its  solemn  sanction  He  wa*4  ever  fair,  open  and  manly  in 
his  practice;  slow  to  take  advantage  of  an  adversary's  mistake  or  neglect; 
and  indignant  at  ^thc  least  showing  of  trickery  or  even  disingenuousnesa. 
We  know  the  esteem  in  which  ho  was  held  by  the  Judges  of  the  highest 
Court  of  the  State — the  respect  they  entertained  for  his  ability,  the  confi- 
dence they  had  in  his  professional  integrity  and  honor,  and  the  pleasure  they 
took  in  listening  to  his  neat  and  finished  legal  arguments.  His  death,  is  the 
extinguishment  of  one  of  the  lights  of  the  profession  in  this  county — a  light 
that  was  daily  growing  in  effulgence.  For  he  worked  to  the  last.  In  his 
sick  chamber  were  his  law-books ;  and,  when  stricken  down,  hn  was  at  work 
upon  an  important  law-argument. 

Death  has  robbed  us  of  more  than  the  promising,  growing,  ripening  lawyer. 
As  a  legislator,  Judge  Stone  won  marked  distinction.  His  graceful  oratory, 
his  choice  language,  his  musical  period.^,  gave  him  power  in  the  House — 
power  to  command  and  compel  attention.  But  these  alone  did  not  give  him 
the  influence  which  he  exerted,  and  the  popularity  which  he  enjoyed.  His 
great  power  was  in  his  integrity,  his  honesty  and  sincerity.  The  House 
trusted  in  him,  as  legislators  once  trusted  in  Fisher  Ames  and  Roger 
Sherman  ;  members  put  faith  in  his  words,  because  they  had  faith  in  the 
man.  In  all  parts  of  the  State,  men  were  looking  to  Mr.  Stone,  as  one 
competent  to  the  duties  and  worthy  the  honor  of  its  highest  station  ;  and  in 
his  death,  a  career  of  extended  public  distinction  and  usefulness,  has  been 
lost 
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Departed  spirit !  io  the  thought  of  thee. 

No  date,  or  time,  or  circumstance  I  see ; 

No  barren  list  statistical  I  make, — 

No  inventory  of  thy  being  take. 

Tb  c  sun  quick  darkened,  in  our  sudden  woe> 
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Not  to  the  tomes  of  science  do  we  go, 
But  in  the  chilling  cold,  the  gloom  forlorn, 
Think  but  of  brightness,  warmth  and  beauty  gone. 
Thus  through  the  cold  and  gloom,  that  round  me  close, 
The  full-orbed  brightness  of  thy  manhood  glows. 

How  pure,  how  lovely,  placid  and  serene 
The  im&ge,  by  that  cherished  brightness  seen ! 
How  full,  how  fragrant,  luminous  and  clear 
Its  features,  strong  in  harmony  severe  I 
Now  through  the  treasured  past  alone  we  heir 
Its  counsels  sage,  its  rich  and  kindly  cheer, — 
Thoughts  which  the  statesman  may  with  pride  repeat, 
Its  lighter  utterance  musical  and  sweet. 

But  why  this  sorrow  ?  why  around  his  tomb 
Gather  the  feelings  of  the  cold  and  gloom  ? 
Not  for  the  brief  experience  of  a  day 
Did  that  rich  manhood  brighten  on  its  way ; 
That  fuli-orbed  light  in  other  spheres  shall  shine. 
With  fuller  radiance,  beauty  more  divine. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The  following  numbers  and  volumes  are  wanted  to  complete  sets  of 
the  several  periodicals  named. 

I 

ANTI-SLAVERY  STANDARD. 
Nos.  277,  332,  386,  955,  1038,  1278,  1346,  1428. 

BOSTON  DAILY  ADVERTISER. 

Nos.  for  Nov.  25,  1865;  May  30,  July  21,  24,  Aug.  7,  23,  Oct.  4,  20, 
Nov.  14,  1866;  Jan.  23,  Aug.  1,  Nov.  2,  4,  14,  Dec.  21,  1867;  Nov.  23, 
Dec.  2,  21,  1868;  Nov.  15,  17,  1869. 

DAILY  EVENING  STANDARD. 

Nos.  for  Feb.  26, 1863 ;  March  7,  July  31, 1867 ;  March  25,  May  6, 1868 ; 
Jan.  16,  1869. 

DAILY  MERCURY. 

Nos.  for  Oct.  22,  Dec.  11,  1863;  May  24,  June  25,  1864;  July  6,  Oct. 
18,  1865 ;  May  5,  1866 ;  Jan.  18,  24,  Feb.  12,  1867 ;  Feb.  23,  1869. 

CHRISTIAN   REVIEW. 
Vols.  15  and  22. 

COMMON  SCHOOL  JOURNAL. 

Vol.  12,  No.  24 ;  Vol.  13,  Nos.  2,  6,  19. 

FRIIJNDS'  REVIEW. 

Vols.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5 ;  Vol.  6,  No.  52,  and  the  index ;  Vol.  7,  No.  51. 

■ 

]AASSACHUSETTS  begister. 
Vols,  for  1767  to  1806,  and  the  volume  for  1809. 

METHODIST  QJJARTERLY  REVIEW. 

Vols.  1  to  27 ;  Vol.  28,  Nos.  1,  2,  8 ;  Vol.  29,  Nos.  1,  2,  3 ;  Vols.  30  to 
34 ;  Vol.  38,  Nos.  1,  2,  4 ;  VoL  44,  No.  4 ;  Vol.  46,  No.  2 ;  Vol.  60,  No.  4, 

SAILORS'  MAGAZINE. 
Farts  of  all  the  volumes  except  Vols.  6  to  13,  21  to  26. 

Also  any  numbers  of  New  Bedford  newspapers  prior  to  1860  except 
the  Mercury. 


'Persons  having  boolcs  llrom  the  Library  sometimes  move  away  and  leave 
them  behind.  Bhould  this  meet  the  eye  of  any  person  having  knowledge  of  any  of 
onr  books  not  in  the  possession  of  those  who  have  taken  them  ft'om  the  Library, 
they  are  earnestly  desired  to  have  them  returned.  Ample  compensation  will  bo 
allowed  fbr  any  tronble  or  expense  attending  snch  return. 
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Volaines.  Pamphlets. 
Donors.  Bound.  Unbound. 

American  Antiquarian  Society, 2                        24 

American  Pliilosoplilcal  Society, 1           1       , 

Antliony,  E.  &  Sons, 366 

Anthony,  Rowland  C, 3 

Bates,  Lewis  B.,     .  .  .* 1 

Bossange,  Gustave, 1 

Boston  Public  Library, 8 

Brlggs,  Roswell  E., 1 

Brown,  Francis  H., 1 

Buffinton,  James, 26 

Bureau  Refdgces, 3 

Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane, 2 

Canfleld,  Thomas  H., *4 

Charlestown  Public  Library, 1 

Chlsholm,  Elijah  H., 2 
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Detroit  Young  Men's  Society, 1 
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Farrlngton,  William  H., 8 
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Forbes,  Mrs.  John  M.,  .  •. 1 
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Goodwin,  William  F., 1       *  24 
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Hartley,  J.  F., 1 

Harvard  College, 8 

Haven,  Samuel  F., 3 
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Haverford  College, 1 

Holton  Library,  Brighton,  Mass., 1 

Hough,  George  T., 5 

Howe,  Samuel  G., 1 

Hutchinson,  Sylvandcr, 7              1          1 

Ladd,  Warren, 3 

Ladies*  Library  Association,  Flint,  Mich.,  .  .  1 

Langworthy,  Isaac, 2 

Library  Company,  Philadelphia, 2 

Library  of  Congress, 1                          1 

Lowell  City  Library, ,                1 

McCarthy,  Patrick, •.  1 

Maine  State  Library, 4                          5 

Manchester  Public  Library, 1 

Massachusetts  State  Library, 1 

Minnesota  Historical  Society, 1 

New  England  Historic-Genealogical  Socity,  .  1 

Nye,  WUliam  B., 1 

Peabody  Institute, 2 

Peirce,  Benjamin, 1 

Peirce,  Richard  A., 8G 

Pitman,  Robert  C 5              2         24 

Portland  Institute  and  Public  Library,    ...  1 

Portland  Society  of  Natural  History,  ....  1 

Potter,  William  J., 7 

Prosser,  William  F., 1 

Public  Library,  Cincinnati,  .' 1 

Public  Library,  Reading, 1 

Reed,  B.  F.  H., 1'        2G 

Rodman,  Bei\]amin, 1 

Rodman,  Edmund, 1              6         17 

Sargent,  J.  G., 1 

Seabury,  Pardon  G 1 

Springflelcf  City  Library  Association,  ....  1 

State  Lunatic  Hospital,  Northampton,    ...  1 

State  of  Massachusetts, 1 

Stone,  Edwin  M., •  2 

Sumner,  Charles, 2 

Taber  Brothers, 8 

Taunton  Public  Library 1 

Tenney,  J.  £., 2 

Whitridge,  WiUlam  C, 1 

Willcy,  Henry, 2 


Volumes.  Pamphlets. 
DONOBS.                                  Bound.  Unbound. 

Wilmington  Institute, 1 

Worcester  Public  Library, 1 

Young  Men's  Associati#n,  Buflklo, 1 

Young  Men's  Christian  Assoc,  Worcester,  .  1 
Young  Men's  Mercantile  Library  Association, 

Cincinnati, 1 

Young  Men's  Mercantile  Library  Association, 

Pittsburg, I 


NEWSPAPERS,  CHARTS,  ETC. 
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Bennett,  Edmund  H.  —Bristol  County  Republican,  Taunton,  18C9-70. 
Ewer,  F.  C.  —  Historical  Map  of  Nantucket. 
GoodwiD,  William  P.  — Will  of  Thomas  Bradbury,  Lithographed. 
Pelrce,  Richard  A.  —  Military  Letters  and  Records. 
Pitman,  Robert  C.  — -Our  Dumb  Animals.    Vol.  1. 
Wing,  George.  —  Old  Colony  Gazette ;    and  New  Bedford  Gazette, 
eleven  numbers.    Bristol  Gazette,  Fairhaven,  six  numbers. 

PRINTS. 

Barney,  Edward  L.  —  Lithographic  Portrait  of  Timothy  G.  Coffiu. 
Morgan,  S.  Griffltts. —Portrait  of  the  late  Charles  W.  Morgan. 


REPORT. 


To  His  Honor  the  Mayor ,  and  to  the  Gentle^nen  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  of  the  Common  Council  of  the 
Oily  of  New  Bedford: 

The  Trustees  of  the  Free. Public  Library  would,  in 
accordance  with  the  requisitions  of  the  City  Ordinance, 
respectfully  place  before  you  their  Eighteenth  Annual 
Report.  . 

Upon  a  comparison  of  the  statistics  of  the  Library  now 
laid  before  us  by  our  Librarian  with  those  contained  in 
our  last  annual  report,  it  appears  that  the  year  18(59  has 
surpassed  all  its  predecessors  in  the  extent  of  the  use 
made  of  our  books  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  city. 

The  whole  number  of  books  delivered  and  taken  from 
the  Library  is  thirty-five  thousand  seven  hundred  and  two. 

The  daily  avcrfige  of  deliveries  has  been  one  hundred 
and  sixteen. 

The  increase  of  cards  has  been  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven. 

The  whole  number  of  cards  which  have  been  issued  is 
nine  thousand  six  hundred  and  eight. 

By  the  following  statement  it  will  appear  that  in  each 
of  these  items  there  has  been  an  increase  the  past  year. 

VOLUMES  TAKEN.  DAILY  A\'EBAG£.  INCREASE  OF  CARDS. 

18G8,        34,563  112  528 

18G9,        35,702  IIG  787 

Increase,     1,189  4  259 

Wo  notice,  also,  an  increase  in  the  number  of  readers 
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at  the  Library.  In  our  last  report  this  feature  in  the  op- 
erations of  the  institution  was  noticed,  and  the  statement 
made  that  the  number  of  books  read  or  consulted  in  our 
rooms  was  fully  equal  to  the  number  taken  away.  This 
is  an  interesting  fact  connected  with  the  history  and  oper- 
ations of  the  Library ;  and  during  the  past  year  it  has 
been  very  evident  that  there  has  been  no  diminution  in 
the  number  of  our  visitors  who  have  resorted  to  it  for  this 
purpose. 

NUMBER  AND  CHARACTER  OP  OUR  BOOKS. 

We  have  now  about  twenty^wo  thousand  volumes  in  our 
collection.  , 

Imperfect  as  it  must  be  acknowledged  to  be,  when  com- 
pared with  those  great  depositories  of  books  which  are 
found  in  many  of  the  large  cities  and  universities  of  the 
new  and  old  world,  we  feel  confident  that  in  proi^ortion 
to  the  whole  number,  it  contains  an  unusually  large  share 
of  the  standard  works  in  our  language. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  we  have  no  books  in  our 
collection  in  any  language  but  the  English ;  and  it  will, 
we  doubt  not,  be  the  policy  of  those  who  may  have  the 
management  of  the  Library  in  the  future,  as  it  has  been 
of  those  who  have  up  to  this  time  conducted  its  affaii's,  to 
fill  up  the  numerous  blanks  in  our  catalogue  of  books  in 
the  language  of  our  mother  tongue,  before  appropriating 
any  part  of  our  limited  means  to  the  acquisition  of  works 
which  can  be  read  or  studied  only  by  a  few.  The  time 
will  come  when  it  will  be  tlie  duty  of  the  managers  to 
extend  their  acquisitions  beyond  this  limit ;  but  at  present 
the  perusal  of  the  catalogues  of  publications  in  our  lan- 
guage not  yet  within  our  means  of  attainment  demands 
from  the  managers  a  strict  compliance  with  the  plan  hitherto 
pursued. 
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DONATIONS. 


Our  record  of  donations  which  wc  publish,  exhibits  a 
gratifying  increase  in  the  number  of  those  who  have  con- 
tributed to  our  collection.  Our  old  friends  have  not  for- 
gotten us,  and  new  ones  have  been  added  to  our  list.  The 
contributions  for  the  year  are  eight  hundred  and  sixty-one : 
volumes,  bound  and  unbound,  one  hundi'ed  and  ninety-six ; 
pamphlets,  six  hundred  and  sixty-five. 

It  has  been  from  no  desire  simply  to  comply  with  what 
may  be  regarded  as  the  ordinary  civilities  between  the 
bountiful  hand  that  gives  and  those  which  are  filled  by 
the  bounty,  that  the  trustees  have  never  failed  in  their  an- 
nual report  carefully  to  publish  a  record  of  our  donors 
and  their  donations.  Every  year  shows  us  more  ajid  more 
forcibly  how  greatly  we  are  indebted  to  those  who  have 
been  thoughtful  of  us,  and  who  have  manifested  their  m- 
terest  by  their  valuable  contribut*ions.  A  catalogue  of  the 
books,  pamphlets,  maps,  newspapers  and  pictures  which 
now  form  a  part  of  our  collection,*and  which  wo  have  ob- 
tained through  the  enlightened  liberality  of  the  friends  of 
the  Library,  would  exhibit  an  aggregate  of  accessions, 
both  in  number  and  value,  well  calculated  to  call  forth 
expressions  of  grateful  recognition. 

It  has  been  as  your  servants  and  as  servants  of  the  in- 
habitants of  our  city,  that  on  your  and  their  behalf  they 
have  given  utterance  to  those  feelings  of  gratitude  which 
are  excited  when  the  friends  of  the  Library  have  bestowed 
upon  them  that  which  has  enriched  our  collection  and  has 
given  them  the  gratifying  assurance  of  a  deep  and  wide- 
spread interest  in  the  welfare  of  our  cherished  institution. 

We  would  repeat  here  what  we  have  often  before  ex- 
pressed, the  desire  to  have  sent  to  us  all  kinds  of  pam- 
phlets, newspapers,  pictures  and  manuscripts.  In  our 
eyes  the  most'  insignificant  publication  has  a  value.  It 
belongs  to  the  history  of  the  present  or  the  past ;  and  it 
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becomes,  when  put  into  our  hands  and  assigned  its  place  in 
accordance  with  the  classification  we  have  adopted,  an 
available  clement  in  the  work  of  the  annalist  or  the  his- 
torian. 

We  have  entered  upon  our  list  of  donors  the  name  of 
Richard  A.  Peiece.  In  making  mention  of  his  name, 
and  in  referring  to  its  record  upon  our  list  of  donations, 
it  is  painful  for  us  to  remember  that  it  is  through  a  provis- 
ion in  his  last  will  and  testament  that  we  have  received 
these  valuable  accessions,  and  that  they  came  to  us  through 
the  hands  of  his  executor. 

•  General  Richard  A.  Peirce  died  during  the  past  year, 
and  in  his  will  bequeathed  to  the  Free  Public  Library  all 
his  military  books,  manuscripts  and  letters.  The  books 
consist ^nainly  of  the  reports  of  the  Adjutant  Generals  of 
our  own  and  other  states.  They  contain  a  large  amount 
of  valuable  informatton,  and  form  a  welcome  addition  to 
this  department  of  our  Library. 

The  manuscripts  andjettera  are  for  the  most  part  con- 
nected with  the  operations  at  Camp  Meigs,  where  he  had 
the  command,  with  his  headquarters  at  Readville,  during 
the  years  1863,  1864,  and  1865.  As  entered  upon  our 
record  of  accessions,  they  number  sixty-five  different  vol- 
umes and  packages.  A  partial  examination  has  shown  \x% 
that  there  is  contained  in  these  papers,  and  particularly  in 
the  letters,  much  that  is  valuable  and  interesting.  The 
progress  of  time  will  add  to  their  interest  and  value.  Of 
the  printed  matter  there  are  eighty^x  volumes. 

It  is  not  on  account  of  this  bequest  only,  that  we  would 
make  grateful  mention  of  the  name  of  General  Peirce. 
Although  "early  called,"  he  had  lived  among  us  long 
enough  to  endear  himself  to  all  who  enjoyed  his  acquaint- 
ance, and  to  perform  much  impoiiant  work  for  our  city, 
our  state,  and  our  country. 

All  the  years  of  his  short  life  were  filled  up  with  well 
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directed  effort ;  and  who  is  there  who  does  not  remember 
with  gratitude  and  adraimtion  the  ardor  with  which  he  en- 
gaged in  the  military  service  of  the  country  when  our 
national  life  was  threatened  by  treason  and  rebellion  ? 

Previous  to  the  war  he  was  a  representative  from  this 
city  in  the  general  court.  He  was  a  faithful,  useful  and 
prominent  member. 

During  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  although  desirous  of 
taking  his  place  at  the  front,  he  complied  with  the  request 
of  Governor  Andrew  and  remained  in  the  state  as  one  of  his 
principal  assistants  in  the  work  of  receiving,  training  and 
forwarding  the  military  recruits.  Often  has  the  writer  of 
this  heard  om*  lamented  Govcrnof  speak  in  terms  of  the 
highest  commendation  of  the  services  of  General  Peirce. 

Both  are  now  departed.  The  statesman  who  was  so 
warmly  attached  to  the  subordinate,  and  the  subordinate 
who  so  loved  and  honored  his  chief  and  was  so  faitjiful  to 
him,  are  both  among  the  dead,  —  both  taken  in  the  prime 
of  life,  when  the  capacity  for  high,  honorable  and  useful 
effort  was  in  its  period  of  greatest  development. 

We  have  been  highly  gratified  by  receiving  from  our 
esteemed  fellow-citizen,  S.  Grlffitts  Morgan,  a  portrait 
of  his  uncle,  the  late  CfLVKUSS  W.  Morgan. 

We  regard  this  portrait  as  a  valuable  acquisition  to  our 
liiftited  picture  gallery.  The  people  of  New  Bedford  are 
glad  to  see  upon  the  walls  of  their  favorite  institution  pic- 
torial representatives  of  those  they  have  beloved  and  hon- 
ored. And  few  have  been  more  beloved  and  honored 
than  he.  His  memory  will  long  be  cherished  by  our  peo- 
ple ;  and  the  records  of  our  city  and  of  the  Free  Public 
Library  will  show*  to  future  generations  that  in  the  final 
distribution  of  his  estate  ho  was  mindful  of  the  welfare  of 
the  city  of  his  adoption. 

Our  list  of  donations  includes  the  name  of  Mrs.  Wel- 
THEN  GiBBS.     The  volume  set  against  her  name  is  the 
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journal  of  Thomas  Cbalkley.  We  are  induced  to  make 
this  donation  the  subject  of  especial  mention  here,  mainly 
for  the  puqDoso  of  giving  an  extract  from  the  note  by 
which  it  was  accompanied.  After  stating  her  parentage, 
and  that  she  was  born  in  New  Bedford,  she  adds:  **To 
the  seeker  after  true  and  undefiled  religion,  the  contents 
of  the  accompanying  volume  will  be  invaluable,  —  to  the 
antiquarian,  perhaps  its  chief  excellence  may  be  found  to 
lie  in  the  fact  that  it  was  printed  by  Dr.  Franklin  one  hunr- 
dred  and  twenty  years  ago.  The  donor  would  bespeak 
the  indulgence  of  the  ti'ustees  in  overlooking  the  faults  of 
this  presentation  note  by^«tating  that  she  is  in  feeble  health, 
witli  the  weight  of  more  than  four  score  years  resting  on 
her  head."  We  love  to  receive  such  gifts  and  such  letters. 
We  shall  love  to  remember  that  in  her  beautiful  old  age, 
in  her  far  distant  dwelling-place,  she  thinks  of  the  place 
of  heiv birth  and  the  home  of  her  youth,  and  that  she  has 
placed  in  our  library  this  valuable  testimony  of  her  recol- 
lections and  her  regard. 

In  the  year  1858  this  institution  was  designated  by  the 
Hon.  Robert  B.  Hall,  then  the  representative  in  Congress 
from  this  district,  as  the  district  depository  for  the  public 
documents.  The  Hon.  Thomas  D.  Eliot  conferred  upon 
us  the  same  privilege.  This,  in  connection  with  a  dona- 
tion from  the  Hon.  Joseph  Grinnell  of  the  congressional 
publications  issued  during  his  protracted  term  of  service, 
has  secured  to  us  a  series  of  these  publications  nearly 
complete  since  the  twenty-eighth  Congress.  It  gives  ^s 
great  pleasure  to  state,  that  upon  our  application,  the  Hon« 
James  Buffinton  in  a  letter  received  from  him  in  March 
last,  cheerfully  complied  with  o\ir  request  to  be  continued 
as  the  depository  of  the  district.  In  addition  to  this  act 
of  kindness  and  courtesy,  we  are  gratified  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  from  him,  under  his  own  frank,  of  twenty-six 
volumes  of  valuable  congressional  publications. 
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In  calling  attention  to  our  list  of  donations,  we  have 
been  led  to  speak  of  the  honored  dead  as  well  as  of  our 
obligations  to  the  living.  But  our  duties  to  the  dead  are 
not  yet  all  performed. 

When  in  1852  our  Library  was  established,  Henry 
HowLAND  Crapo  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  aldermen 
of  our  city.  He  introduced  into  the  city  council  the  ordi- 
nance which  gave  it  an  existence,  accompanied  by  an  able 
report  in  favor  of  the  measure.*  As  chairman  of  the 
joint  standing  committed  of  the  council  on  education^he 
was  a  member  of  the  first  board  of  trustees.  He  died  in 
July  last  at  his  home  in  Flint,  in  the  state  of  Michigan,  to 
whiA  place  he  removed  in  the  year  1857. 

We  can  add  nothing  to  the  well-deserved  and  wide- 
spread reputation  of  Governor  Crapo  by  any  notice  which 
our  limited  pages  will  allow  us  to  publish.  Already  has 
the  press  of  his  native  and  his  adopted  state  borne  honor- 
able  testimony  to  his  talents  and  his  worth.  As  we  write 
we  have  before  us,  gathered  from  a  large  numb#  of  pa- 
pers, more  than  thirty  publications  called  forth  by  his  de- 
cease, all  giving  evidence  of  the  high  regard  in  which  he 
was  held,  and  of  the  deep  and  wide-spread  regret  at  his 
loss.  The  part  which,  he  took  in  the  establishment  of  our 
Library,  and  his  efforts  as  one  of  its  managers  during  the 
first  year  of  its  existence,  were  among  the  last  services 
which  he  performed  for  the  public  before  his  removal  from 
our  city.  Thus  intimately  associated  with  the  opening 
year  of  our  institution,  that  association  is  one  of  the  mul- 
titude of  interesting  and  honorable  memories  which  •con- 
nect his  name  with  the  city  in  which  so  large  a  part  of  his 
life  was  passed,  and  calls  upon  those  who  are  now  about 
to  present  to  their  fellow-citizens  the  eighteenth  annual 


*The  first  moyement  made  in  the  city  council  in  relation  to  the  Free  Pnbllo  Li* 
brary  was  by  Warren  Ladd,  Eaq.,  in  July,  1851.  The  common  cooncil  were  flivoT' 
able,  bat  the  aldermen  nonconciwrrtd.  See  Appendix. 
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report  of  the  board  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  first  mem- 
bers, to  include  in  it  a  notice  of  the  death  of  one  of  their 
number  so  early  connected  with  our  institution,  and  since 
so  highly  and  honorably  distinguished. 

In  our  appendix  will  be  found  one  or  more  of  the  notices 
from  the  public  journals  to  which  we  have  alluded.  But 
could  we  publish  them  all,  they  would  give  but  an  imper- 
fect account  of  the  life  and  labors  of  thiij  noble  man.  It 
is  due  to  his  memopy,  and  due  t^  the  cause  of  a  high  and 
hOTiQrable  ambition,  that  the  struggles,  hard  and  protracted 
of  his  early  life,  and  the  earnest,  persevering  and  success- 
ful efforts  of  his  manhood,  should  be  given  to  the  world 
in  a  detailed  and  permanent  fonn.  • 

From  the  time  when  the  poor  Dartmouth  boy  w*as  mak- 
ing such  a  vigorous  and  discouraging  fight  with  poverty 
upon  the  barren  soil  where  he  was  born,  to  the  period  of 
his  death,  in  a  state  over  which  he  had  twice  been  elected 
Governor,  rich  in  worldly  possessions,  and  richer  still 
in  the  respect  and  regard  of  all  who  knew  him,  his  life, 
although  not  a  long  one,*  was  a  continued  succession  of 
efforts  for  the  attainment  of  an  elevated  and  honorable 
manhood,  worthy  to  be  presented  to  the  world  for  the  en- 
couragement of  all  who  are  called  upon  to  do  battle  with 
the  adverse  circumstances  of  early  life,  or  who  would 
learn  a  lesson  of  true  heroism  in  the  discharge  of  high 
and  'solemn  obligations  amidst  the  torture  of  physical  suf- 
fering and  the  prospect  of  speedy  dissolution.* 

In  the  report  of  the  trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library 
for* the  year  1865,  there  is  to  be  found  the  following  re- 
marks in  relation  to  the  bequest  of  Sylvia  Anx  Howland. 


<*  NotwIthstaDdiDg  the  circumstances  of  doubt  and  delay  which  are 
coDDected  with  the  last  will  and  tcstameDt  of  Sylvia  Ann  Howland, 
we  arc  not  at  liberty  to  close  our  statement  of  the  year's  beDefoc- 

*  See  Appendix. 
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tlons  without  a  notice  of  the  magniflcent  bequest  which  that  excellent 
lady  has  made  to  the  city. 

**  •  I  OIVB  AND  BRQUKATII,*  Shc  SayS,  *  TO  TIIK  CITY  OF  NeW  BEDFORD, 

TDR  SUM  OF  One  Hundred  Thousand  Dollars;  and  I  direct  that 

THIS  SUM  OF  MONEY  SHALL  BE  INVESTED  JUDICIOUSLY  UNDER  TIIK  DI« 
RECTION  OF  THE  CXTY  COUNCIL,  AND  THAT  THE  INCOME  THEREFROM 
SHALL  BE  EXPENDED  AND  USED  FOR  THE  PROMOTION  AND  SUPPORT 
WITHIN  THE  CITY  OF  LIBERAL  EDUCATION,  AND  FOR  THE  ENLARGEMENT, 
FROM  TIME  TO  TIME,  OF  OUR  PUOUC  LiBIURY.' 

**  This  is  not  the  time  or  the  place  to  indulge  in  speculations  as  to 
the  result  of  the  attempt  which  is  making  to  deprive  our  city  aiti  the 
cause  of  education  of  this  princely  endowment,  or  to  anticipate  the 
result  of  a  decision  that  shall  place  it  within  the  control  of  our  munici- 
pal authorities.  Our  duty  Is  discharged  by  giving  expression  to  the 
deep  feelings  of  satisfaction  and  gratitude  with  which  we  have  regarded 
this  noble  contribution  in  behalf  of  our  Instrumentalities  for  diffusing 
knowledge  among  the  people.  Sylvia  Ann  Howland,  by  this  act  of 
enlightened  munificence,  has  won  the  right  to  have  her  name  placed 
among  the  highest  upon  the  list  of  our  public  benefactors ;  and  there 
it  will  remain,  even  should  an  unenviable  success  attend  the  effort  that 
is  making  to  divert  the  current  of  her  bounty  ft*om  that  domain  which 
it  was  her  purpose  to  fertilize  and  beautifjr.  But  we  will  not  admit 
the  possibility  of  such  a  result.  We  look  forward  witli  confidence  to 
the  day,  and  believe  it  to  be  not  far  distant,  when  the  people  of  New 
Bedford  shall  have  it  announced  to  them  that  the  design  of  their  bene- 
fdctress  has  been  accomplished;  and  equally  confident  are  we,  that 
when  that  time  shall  arrive,  the  people's  representatives  will,  by  onli- 
nances  of  wisdom  and  liberality,  give  the  fund  such  a  direction  as  will 
not  only  insure  rich  returns  to  the  present,  but  that  future  generations 
shall  rise  up  and  call  her  blessed.' 
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The  "  delay  "  has  cuded,  the  "  doubt "  is  removed,  and 
the  "confidence"  expressed  has  proved  well  founded. 
That  the  legal  proceedings  which  for  a  time  placed  a  bar- 
rier between  the  bequest  of  Sylvia  Anx  IIowlaxd  and 
the  city  have  been  withdrawn,  and  the  executors  left  at 
liberty  to  carry  into  efiect  the  benevolent  and  enlightened 
designs  of  tlie  testratrix,  is  well  Itnown  to  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of  our  city. 

The  report  of  our  predecessors  from  which  we  have  so 
liberally  quoted,  has  anticipated  the  remarks  which  this 
uoblo  bequest  and  the  conditions  annexed  to  it  were  calcu- 
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latcd  to  call  forth.  ^Ye  unite  with  them  in  the  expression 
of  the  confident  belief,  ''  that  the  people's  representatives 
will,  by  ordinances  of  wisdom  and  liberality,  give  the  fund 
such  a  direction  as  will  not  only  insure  rich  returns  to  the 
presenty  but  that/utui'e  generations  shall  rise  up  and  call 
her  blessed." 

Had  no  mention  been  before  made .  in  relation  to  this 
bequest,  and  it  had  become  our  duty  for  the  fii-st  time  to 
speak  of  it,  we  could  have  found  no  language  more  befit- 
ting the  subject  than  that  which  is  contained  in  the  inaugural 
address  of  His  Honor  George  B.  Eichmond,  mayor  of 
the  city. 

Situated  as  we  are,  it  is  impossible  that  we  should  not 
feel  a  deep  interest  in  a  subject  so  nearly  connected  with 
the  important  work  of  the  education  of  the  people  ;  and 
wc  feel  that  we  shall  have  discharged  our  present  duty  by 
adopting  and  presenting  to  you  as  our  own  the  words  of 
our  chief  magistrate. 

"It  is  wcU  known  to  you  and  our  fellow-citizens,  that  Sylvia  Ann 
Howland,  late  of  tbls  city,  bequeatlicd  to  the  city  of  New  Bedford  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  After  years  of  doubt  and  delay, 
the  legal  impediments  which  withhehl  her  bounty  are  about  to  be  re- 
moved. Of  the  simple  financial  aspect  of  it  I  have  already  spoken. 
The  money  will,  as  I  have  reason  to  believe,  soon  be  received;  and 
this  assurance  comes  to  us  at  a  time  when  a  feeling  somewhat  allied 
to  embarrassment  has  begun  to  connect  itself  with  our  fiscal  aflUirs. 

**I  feel,  gentlemen,  that  we  have  another  duty  to  perform.  Having 
received  this  munificent  gift  with  gratitude  and  admiration  of  her  who 
willed  it,  it  is  our  duty  to  carry  out  her  wishes  to  the  fullest  extent. 
Iler  desire  for  the  construction  of  the  water-works  has  been  realized, 
and  her  gift  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  anticipated;  and  the  con* 
ditions  of  the  gift  will  be  fulfilled  when  it  shall  be  applied  to  the  debt 
thus  created. 

**  The  conditions  connected  with  the  other  moiety  of  the  bequest  wlU 
call  for  great  care  and  much  thoughtfiil  attention  on  the  part  of  the 
Council.  Here  and  at  all  times  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  this 
munificent  gift  was  not  given  that  wc  might  thereby  make  a  trifling 
saving  in  our  annual  appropriations. 

"  The  causo  of  oducation  and  of  a  high  and  extended  intellcctiul 
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cuUnrc,  as  I  understand,  called,  in  her  view,  for  means  and  appliances 
beyond  those  which  it  had  been  usual  to  provide  for  in  our  annual  ap- 
propriation. Tliis  sentiment,  so  enliglitened  and  so  lionorable,  I  un- 
derstand slie  expressed  to  those  who  had  the  cliarge  of  giving  a  legal 
valiiiity  to  lier  wishes  with  regard  to  her  property. 

**  As  soon  as  circumstances  shall  call  for  action  on  your  part  in  rela- 
tion to  ihese  l)equests,  it  will  become  your  duty  to  give  a  rightful  and 
permanent  direction,  by  ordinance,  to  the  investment  of  the  fUnds  and 
the  application  of  their  income. 

**  When  this  shall  be  done,  I  feel  that  it  will  be  your  pleasant  duty  to 
have  prepared,  in  some  simple,  expressive  and  enduring  form,  a  me- 
morial of  this  act  of  enlightened  liberality.' 
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SUPPLEMENTARY  CATALOGUE. 

Our  Supplementary  Catalogue  was  completed  early  in 
the  year.  It  contains  between  ei^'ht  and  nine  thousand 
titles,  and,  with  our  first  publication,  gives  a  complete 
catalogue  of  our  books  up  to  and  including  1867. 

The  work  was  carefully  prepared,  and  has  been  correct- 
ly and  beautifully  printed.  In  these  respects  it  does  not 
fall  short  in  a  comparison  with  any  of  the  catalogues 
which  have  come  to  us  from  the  largest  libraries  in  our 
country. 

INCREASED  ACCOMMODATIONS. 

During  the  year  the  finishing  of  a  room  in  the  attic  of 
our  Library  building,  has  increased  our  space  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  our  books.  The  room  is  largo  and  con- 
venient, and  easy  of  access.  It  will  give  the  librarian  an 
opportunity  to  classify  and  arrange  a  large  amount  of 
reading  matter  not  often  wanted,  but  which  should  always 
be  so  kept  as  to  give  facilities  for  its  examination. 

A  change  that  has  been  made  in  our  library-room  has 
largely  added  to  our  space,  and  to  the  appearance  of  the 
library. 

The  temporary  and  heavy  shelving  which  had  been 
placed  in  the  upper  alcoves  on  the  east  side  of  the  room 
has  been  removed,  and  its  place  supplied  by  sets  of  shelves 
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witli  light  and  graceful  cast-iron  supports.  •  The  west  side 
has  been  arranged  in  the  same  way.  liy  this  phm  wo 
have  largely  increased  the  space  for  books  without  any 
detriment  to  the  beauty  of  the  apartment. 

But  more  room  is  greatly  wanted.  The  room  now 
occupied  by  the  superintendent  of  water  works,  which 
makes  a  pail;  of  the  library  premises,  and  was  for  many 
years  occupied  by  the  library,  is  now  much  wanted,  and 
measures  should  be  taken  to  restore  it  to  its  former  use. 
It  should,  in  our  opinion,  be  thoroughly  repaired  and  fitted 
for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  originally  designed. 

TRUST  FUNDS. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  operations  for  tho 
year,  and  the  present  condition,  of  the  several  Trust  Funds 
in  charge  of  the  Trustees. 

QEORGE  nOWLAND,  JUNIOR,  FUND. 

The  amouDt  of  this  fund  is $1,C00.00 

Balance  of  Income  as  per  last  statement, $2(i2.57 

Income  for  the  year, 104.00 

$3G6.57 

Tfie  cxpcnditarcs  liavc  been  as  follows : 

For  King  rhUlp'P  war, $5.00 

For  Life  of  We(l;rewood, Jo.cO 

For  Slia\v*M  Alphabets, itXtO 

For  hifu  of  iiolbehi,    ; 8.r>0 

For  rniii(;'8  Alphaiiets, 2.25 

For  ii:irdin«;V  Guide  ami  Lessons, .  .  12  0C)  * 

For  Manual  of  Wood  Carving, 2.00 

For  Art  of  Illumination, 6.00 

For  So\verbv*8  Concholo^y, 5.50 

For  KleuienU  of  Heraldry, 3.00 

For  Lives  of  Boullon  and  Watt, 6.00 

For  Life  of  William  UlaUc 7.50 

872.75 
Balance  aoexpended, 293.iji3 

e8€6.57 
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CnAItLES  TT.  UOnOAN  FCXD. 

< 

The  amount  of  this  fund  is • 91)000.00 

Balance  of  Income  as  per  last  statement, $11185 

Income  for  the  year, Go.OO 

Amount  now  on  hand, 917G.88 

No  expenditure. 

CUARLES  CONGDON  FUND. 

Balance  of  income  per  last  statement, $75.00 

Expended  for  Chamber's  Encyclopedia, $d.>.00 

For  Yosemiie  Book, ,    80  00  85.00 

Balance, r  * 10.00 


975.00 
nonncuLTUiuL  society  fund. 
Balance  as  per  last  statement, $81.40 

Fxpenditurea, 

Spectrum  Analysis, $6.75 

Fresli  and  Salt- Water  Aquarium, 1.12 

Graham's  Chemistry, fi.OO 

Britisli  Beetles, 8.50 

British  Bees 8.50 

Geology  of  iUinoIs, 0.00      29.87 

Balance, 54.58 


$84.40 

BALANCES  UNEXPENDED. 

George  Howland,  Jr.,  Fund, $298.82 

Charles  \V.  Mor;:an  Fund, 176.85 

Charles  Con;;don  Fund, 10.00 

liorticultural  Society  Fund, 54.53 

Whole  amount  unexpended, $535.20 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


Andiiew  G."  Pierce,. 
Horatio  Hathaway, 
JosKPii  H.  Cornell, 
Gkorge  Howland,  Jr., 
Warren  Ladd, 
James  B.  Congdon, 


Trustees 

>'Free  Public  Library 

for  1869. 


City  of  New  Bedford,  > 

Free  Public  Library,  Jan.  5,  1870.     > 
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APPENDIX. 


HONORABLE  HENRY  HOWLAND  CRAPO. 

The  following  notice  of  the  late  Governor  Crapo  was 
published  in  the  New  Bedford  Evening  Standard  of  July 
27,  1869.  He  died  on  the  23d.  Our  reasons  for  its  re- 
publication here  are  fully  stated  in  the  report,  and  need 
not  to  be  repeated.  Indeed,  we  have  always  believed  that 
a  notice  of  the  death  of  any  Ijeloved  and  honored  man  or 
woman  closely  connected  with  the  history  of  our  city, 
should  find  a  place  in  om*  reports.  The  character  and 
lives  of  those  who  have  departed  from  among  us,  leavitig 
behind  them  pleasant  and  instructive  memories,  should 
find  a  record  in  the  annual  statements  of  the  managers  of 
an  institution  so  closely  identified  with  the  moral  and  in- 
tellectual  welfiiro  and  progress  of  our  inhabitants. 

This  notice  was  wi'itten  by  James  B.  C!ongdon,  an  inti- 
mate friend,  and  who  was,  for  a  great  number  of  years,  as- 
sociated with  Governor  Crapo  in  the  management  of  our 
town  affairs. 

'*  Wc  must  leave  to  the  pen  of  the  biographer  the  details  of  the  life 
of  this  estimable  and  remarkable  man.  The  materials  are  ample  for  a 
Yolnme  replete  with  interest  and  instruction.  Justice  to  his  memory 
and  to  the  large  nuAibcr  to  whom  his  name  on  the  title  page  would 
give  the  book  a  value,  and  to  that  much  greater  number  to  whom  the 
experience  of  such  a  life  would  impart  energy  and  guidance,  calls  for 
the  publication  of  such  a  work. 

*'  In  the  meantime,  the  readers  of  the  Standard,  the  people  of  this 
community,  cannot  be  satisfied  with  the  brief  notices  penned  and  pub- 
lished as  the  telegraph  flashed  to  us  the  inteUigence  of  his  death. 

"  With  no  pretensions  to  the  qualifications  demanded  of  him,  who 
shaU  be  called  upon  to  discharge  the  duty  of  biographer  of  Henry 
Howland  Crapo,  we  would  endeavor  to  supply  the  want  and  the  expec- 
tation to  which  we  have  alluded. 


26 


ii 


Mr.  Crapo  was  born  in  the  Dorth  part  of  the  town  of  Dartmouth, 
in  the  county  of  Bristol,  May  24,  1804.  His  early  life  was  one  of  toU 
and  privation.  His  parents  were  poor ;  and  from  the  sterile  soil  which 
they  cultivated  no  returns  could  be  obtained  beyond  a  mere  livelihood. 
^  "He  early  became  alive  to  the  fact  that  there  were  better  things  to 
be  obtained  in  life  than  such  as  were  yielded  by  hatd  and  Incessant  toll 
upon  a  North  Dartmouth  farm,  and  he  saw,  too,  that  the  opening  to 
these  better  things  was  mainly  through  the  knowledge  t#  be  found  in 
books. 

''We  cannot  follow  this  earnest  Dartmouth  boy  in  the  long-continued 
struggles  which  constitute  the  salient  feature  of  his  early  life.  No  toil 
was  too  hard,  no  sacrifice  too  great  to  be  encountered  and  overcome 
by  his  persistent  efforts. 

"  We  have  seen  a  dictionary  In  manuscript,  compiled  (not  copied)  by 
him,  when  stch  a  book  was  not  to  be  found  In  his  neighborhood,  and 
no  means  were  within  his  reach  for  Its  purchase.  In  his  desire  to  ac- 
quire a  knowledge  of  the  English  language,  he  copied  Into  his  boo^ 
the  words  he  met  with,  whose  meaning  he  did  not  understand,  and  then 
as  he  met  them  In  the  newspapers  and  books  within  his  reach,  he  would 
study  out  and  record  the  definitions. 

"  From  a  book  which  he  picked  up  In  the  neighborhood,  he  made 
himself  familiar  with  the  theory  of  surveying.  There  was  a  call  for 
the  services  of  a  land  surveyor,  but  he  had  no  compass.  But  In  this*, 
as  In  other  cases,  there  was  a  '  will,*  and  consequently  there  was  a 
'  way.'  A  compass  he  wanted,  and  a  compass  he  would*have.  He  had 
no  money ;  but  near  at  hand  there  was  a  blacksmith's  forge,  and  upon 
that  forge  and  with  such  tools  as  he  found  In  the  shop  and  used  while 
the  smith  was  at  dinner,  a  compass  was  constructed,  and  the  Dart- 
mouth boy,  like  George  Washington,  began  life  as  a  surveyor  of  land. 
The  General  did  not  make  his  own  compass. 

"  He  became  a  teacher,  too.  He  was  the '  village  master ' ;  and  when 
In  the  course  of  time  and  under  the  pressure  of  law  a  high-school  was 
to  be  opened,  he  became  a  candidate  for  the  mastership,  and  succeeded. 
Not  however  without  a  struggle.  He  knew  what  the  law  required ; 
and  hard  was  the  toll  required  of  him  to  meet  these  requisitions. 

"  One  evening,  after  the  labors  of  the  day  were  over,  he  traveUed  on 
foot  ttom  his  home  to  New  Bedford,  called  upon  J.  H.  W.  Page,  then, 
it  is  believed,  preceptor  of  the  Friends'  Academy,  went  through  a 
thorough  examination,  received  from  him  a  certificate  that  he  was  qual- 
ified, trudged  back  to  his  home  the  same  night,  and  lay  down  upon  his 
bed  after  travelling  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  on  foot,  happy  in  the  posses- 
sion of  a  talisman  that  would  open  to  him  the  door  of  the  school-hoose. 

*'  When  at  the  age  of  thirty-two  he  left  Dartmouth  and  became  a  citi- 
zen of  New  Bedford,  he  stUl  followed  the  occupation  of  a  land  surveyor, 
helping  out  his  scanty  gains  by  occasionally  acting  as  an  auctioneer. 
Upon  the  retirement  of  Capt.  Kelley  Eldrldge,  who  had  long  and  fkith- 
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fUllj  served  the  town,  he  was  chosen  town  clerk,  treasurer,  and  collector 
of  taxes.  These  offices  he  held  nntil  the  form  of  our  municipal  gov- 
ernment was  changed,  a  period  of  about  fifteen  years.  Upon  the 
inauguration  of  the  city  government,  he  was  elected  treasurer  and 
collector  of  taxes,  a  situation  which  he  held  for  two  or  three  years. 

*'  He  closed  his  connection  with  our  municipal  government  by  holding 
/or  a  short  time  the  office  of  alderman.  As  chairman  of  the  council 
committee  on  education,  he  was  one  of  the  first  board  of  trustees  of 
the  Free  Public  Library.  The  report  upon  which  was  based  the  order 
for  the  establishment  of  that  Institution,  was  prepared  by  him. 

'<  No  man  connected  with  our  municipal  concerns  ever  had,  to  a  greater 
extent  than  Mr.  Crapo,  the  confidence  of  the  people.  He  was  exact 
and  methodical  In  all  matters  of  record ;  conscientious  and  laboriously 
persistent  In  the  discharge  of  every  duty ;  clear  In  his  methods  and 
statements  In  all  that  appertained  to  his  official  transactions  with  the 
town  and  his  townsmen,  leaving,  at  the  end  of  his  long  connection  with 
them,  all  that  belonged  to  his  department  as  a  financial  or  recording  of- 
ficer so  luminous  and  complete  that  no  error  has  ever  been  detected  or 
any  Improvement  made  upon  his  plans.  " 

**  It  was,  while  thus  connected  with  the  town,  that  his  mind  was  in 
training  for  the  elevated  positions  to  which  he  was  afterwards  callM. 
It  was  In  the  New  Bedford  town  meetings  and  in  the  transaction  of  the 
business  connected  with  the  tovni  afllsilrs,  that  he  learned  those  practi- 
cal lessons  which  were  so  important  to  him  when  he  took  his  seat  in 
the  senate  of  Michigan,  and  when  he  guided  the  aflkirs  of  the  Penln* 
sular  State  as  its  Governor.  # 

**  How  often,  when  speaking  of  his  ezperienca  while  holding  these 
offices  so  exalted  and  so  honorable,  has  he  been  known  to  advert  to  the 
training  of  the  tovni  meeting,  and  to  the  lessons  taught  him  while  con<A 
nected  ^ith  our  town  aflUrs ;  and  to  declare  but  for  that  experience  he 
never  would  have  succeeded  when  his  fellow-citizens  of  Michigan  be- 
stowed upon  him  such  high  official  honors. 

**  As  president  of  the  Bristol  County  Mutual  Fire,  and  secretary  of 
the  Bedford  Commercial,  Insurance  Companies,  he  gave  to  those  insti- 
tutions that  Integrity  of  purpose,  those  prudent  and  sagacious  counsels, 
and  that  lumlnousness  of  method  that  characterized  all  his  transactions 
with  and  for  his  fellow-citizens.    No  moment  was  unimproved. 

**  While  connected  with  the  town  government  he  complied  and  pub- 
lished between  the  years  1886  and  1845,  five  numbers  of  the  New  Bed- 
ford Directory,  the  first  work  of  the  kind  issued  among  us. 

**  He  also  gathered  a  large  and  valuable  amount  of  materials  relating 
to  the  early  history  of  his  native  town.  These  must  remain  among  his 
papers ;  and  will,  no  doubt,  one  day  assist  in  the  compilation  of  a  his- 
tory of  the  town  of  Dartmouth,  and  of  the  four  other  municipalities 
which  once  made  a  part  of  that  prolific  mother  of  towns. 
"  We  have  space  but  for  a  brief  sketch  of  Mr.  Cn^'s  busineaa  tsA     ^ 
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public  career  after  his  removal  to  Michigan.  The  circumstances  of  his 
removal  and  of  the  manly  struggles  and  sharp  conflicts  which  made  a 
large  part  of  his  experience  during  his  early  residence  in  that  State, 
although  they  form  an  interesting  portion  of  his  history,  and,  in  a  most 
remarkable  manner,  exemplify  the  sagacity  and  persistence  so  promi- 
nent in  his  character,  cannot  be  detailed  here.  He  friumphed  over 
every  obstacle,  and  in  a  few  years  after  his  removal  to  Michigan  ii^ 
1857,  he  was  known  as  one  of  the  largest  owners  of  woodland  and  one 
of  the  most  extensive  and  successitil  manuAicturers  of  lumber  in  the 
State. 

*^  The  qualities  ^hich  he  exhibited  in  the  management  of  his  large 
and  lucrative  business,  led  to  his  introduction  into  public  life.  In  1862 
he  was  elected  mayor  of  Flint,  his  place  of  residence ;  the  two  foUow- 
lowing  years  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  Michigan  senate ;  and  in  18G4 
he  was  elected  Governor  of  the  state,  holding  the  office  for  four  years. 
As  a  senator  he  exhibited  those  patriotic  and  statesmanlike  ^qualities 
which  excited  the  surprise  and  admiration  of  the  people,  and  which  led 
to  his  selection,  with  uncommon  unanimity,  for  the  hfghest  office  in 
their  gift.  -The  volunteers  of  Michigan  were  grateftil  to  the  senator 
whose  devotion  to  them  never  faltered ;  the  people  were  also  grateftil ; 
for  he  showed  them  the  way  by  which  they  could  be  just  to  the  defend- 
ers of  the  country,  and,  at  the  same  time,  bear  with  ease  the  pecuniary 
burthens  of  the  conflict. 

'*  But  prominent  as  he  was,  and  great  as  was  his  success  as  a  senator, 
the  people  of  Michigan  would  not  receive  him  as  their  candidate  for 
Governor  until  he  had,  hf  stumpiug  the  State,  shown  them  his  fkce, 
and  proved,  by  meeting  Ms  opponents  in  public  discussions,  his  right 
to  the  high  distiuction. 

•  <*  In  no  time  during  his  life,  did  Governor  Crapo  show  more  promi- 
nently the  large  resources  and  sterling  traits  of  his  character.  He 
owed  it  to  the  party  which  had  put  him  in  nomiuatlon,  that  there  should 
be  no  failure  on  his  part  to  meet  the  call  of  the  people.  But  he  went 
forth,  with  an  unfaltering  determination,  it  is  true,  but  with  many  mis- 
givings ;  and  when  after  a  few  trials  he  found  that  he  had  met  the  ex- 
pectations of  his  political  friends  and  had  worked  himself  into  a  posi- 
tion of  confidence  in  his  own  ability  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the 
occasion,  no  man  in  Michigan  was  more  surprised  at  the  result  than 
the  candidate  himself. 

**  The  man,  who  but  a  few  years  before,  had  been  obliged  to  retire 
from  the  platform  of  a  political  meeting  in  New  Bedford,  because,  in 
his  distrust  of  his  own  ability  and  his  awe  of  the  multitude,  he  could 
not  utter  a  word,  was  now  the  favorite  orator  of  the  people  and  every- 
where triumphantly  successftil.  He  was  elected  and  reelected  by  large 
minorities ;  and  his  wise  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  State  Joa- 
tifled  the  selection  that  had  been  made  by  the  people.    The  events  of 
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that  administration  belong  to  the  history  of  the  country.  We  have 
space  to  advert  to  one  only. 

'*  For  many  years  it  had  been  the  custom  for  the  successful  candidates 
for  governor,  to^e  applied  to  for  pardons  for  all  such  inmates  of  the 
State  prison  as  had  been  able,  in  any  way,  to  make  an  interest  with  the 
prominent  politicians  of  the  winning  party.  It  was  considered,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  that  these  applications  should  be  granted ;  and  the 
result  had  been,  that  upon  the  election  of  a  new  governor,  a  large  batch 
of  pardons  was  granted,  and  a  great  number  of  convicts  let  loose  upon 
tfle  people. 

'*  Governor  Crapo  met  the  usual  applications  of  this  character  with  a 
firm  and  inflexible  denial.  The  party  men  who  had  aided  in  his  eleva- 
tion, and  who  looked  upon  this  brokerage  in  pardons  as  a  portion  of 
the  party  spoils,  were  anAized  and  indignant  at  this  exhibition  of  official 
independence.  But  indignation  and  threatening  availed  not.  The  vile 
Pjractice  was  stopped ;  and  the  Governor  sent  forth  fk'om  his  office,  in 
defence  of  his  course,  and  in  condemnation  of  the  former  proceedings, 
a  paper,  so  ftill  of  sound  and  statesmanlike  views  upon  the  subject,  and 
so  clearly  and  forcibly  expressed,  that  it  was  regarded  as  one  of  the 
ablest  upon  the  subject  of  the  pardoning  power  that  had  ever  been 
written.  • 

"  The  biographer  of  Governor  Crapo  will  one  day  tell  with  what 
heroic  determination  he  bore  up  under  the  pressure  of  disease  and  per« 
formed  his  public  duties,  when  to  discharge  them  seemed  to  be  the 
summons  to  certain  death. 

'*The  visitor  to  Michigan  and  to  the  former  home  of  Governor  Crapo 
will  be  shown  his  wide-spreading  acres ;  and  will  be  told  of  that  sagac- 
ity and  perseverance  which  converted  immense  tracts  of  swamp,  prolific 
in  nothing  but  wild  plants  and  poisonous  malaria,  into  beautiftil  and 
fertile  farms. 

**  Such  is  a  brief  and  most  imperfect  record  of  the  \\fy  of  Henry  H. 
Crapo.  His  was  not  a  long  life,  but  few  men  have  accomplished  so 
much ;  and  while  his  efforts  gave  him  success  and  distinction,  they,  at 
the  same  time,  were  the  means  of  wide-spread  and  enduring  advantages 
to  others." 

We  find  the  following  in  a  letter  from  Flint,  Michigan, 
dated  July  23,  published  in  the  Detroit  Tribune. 

<*  To  say  that  his  death  has  cast  a  gloom  over  our  entire  city,  very 
inadequately  expresses  the  deep  sorrow  depicted  on  every  countenance. 
He  has  not  only  won  the  respect  but  the  aifections  of  our  citizens. 
While  the  state  at  large  will  regret  his  death  as  an  eminent  and  upi^j^t 
public  officer,  we  mourn  his  untimely  end  as  an  energetic,  Infloentlal 
citizen,  a  wise  counsellor,  a  prime  mover  in  the  prosperity  of  our  cltY% 
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and  a  kind  neighbor  who  ever  stood  ready  to  aid  the  unfortanate.  With 
his  administration  of  state  affairs  the  poblic  are  fiunillar.  It  needs  no 
eulogy  at  oor  hands.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  he  assumed  control  at  a  very 
critical  period,  being  near  the  close  of  the  war,  when»all  public  affiiirs 
were  in  a  very  unsettled  condition,  and  when  the  resources  of  the  state 
were  being  taxed  to  the  greatest  extent  to  meet  the  demands  of  the 
general  government  in  prosecuting  the  war  with  vigor.  That  we  emei^e 
firom  the  great  contest  with  a  proud  Record,  ranking  with  the  highest 
for  aid  and  counsel  rendered  the  government,  was  attributable  in  no 
small  degree  to  the  great  foresight  and  indomitable  energy  displayed 
by  our  lamented  ex-Governor,  who  so  well  took  up  and  carried  forward 
the  patriotic  and  untiring  efforts  of  his  predecessor  in  the  gubernatorial 
office.  The  brave  boys  who  sustained  the  glorious  reputation  of  our 
state,  during  th*e  last  year  of  the  war,  learned  to  love  and  respect  him 
for  the  almost  parental  affection  shown  themj  and  we  know  they  will 
long  revere  his  memory,  and  in  this  they  will  be  joined  by  all  who  knew 
him. 

**  He  died  almost  without  a  struggle.  Half  an  hour  before  the  spirit 
took  its  flight,  he  was  resting  very  quietly,  without  indication  that  his 
end  was  so  near.  But  soon  after,  on  making  some  necessary  exertion, 
he  apparently  fainted,  and  dropped  away  without  Airther  warning. 
While  our  people  would  not  parade  their  sorrow,  they  cannot  withhold 
their  tributes  of  respect.  A  great  deal  of  the  business  of  our  town  is 
to-day  suspended,  flags  are  floating  at  half-mast,  and  many  places  are 
closed  and  draped  with  mourning.  The  common  council  assembled 
this  forenoon  and  passed  resolutions  expressive  of  the  deep  public  feel- 
ing and  the  profound  sorrow  that  is  felt  by  our  whole  community.** 

The  Flint  Globe  of  July  28,  has  a  brief  but  truthful  and 
able  article  on  the  death  of  Governor  Crapo.  We  give  a 
few  extracts. 

"  In  1861  he  was  elected  mayor  of  this  city.  In  the  following  year  he 
was  chosen  by  the  people  of  Genesee  county  to  represent  them  in  the 
state  senate.  In  18G4  he  was  elected  to  the  responsible  position  of 
Governor  of  the  state,  and  in  1866  was  reelected  to  that  office.  These 
positions  he  filled  with  satisfaction  to  his  constituents  and  honor  to 
himself.  Even  his  political  opponents  accorded  to  him  great  credit  for 
his  integrity  and  earnestness  of  purpose. 

«  A  cotemporary  remarks  that  *  Michigan  never  had  a  Governor  before 
him  who  devoted  as  much  personal  attention  and  pains-taking  labor  to 
his  public  duties  as  did  he.' 

^IThe  same  may  be  truthftilly  said  in  reference  to  every  pubUo  posi- 
tion he  has  held.  The  same  spirit  controUed  him  in  eveiything  with 
which  he  had  to  do.    His  vast  private  business  received  his  penonal 
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attention  even  to  8ic  smallest  minutia.  This,  he  contended,  was  the 
real  secret  of  success ;  and  in  no  branch  of  his  business  was  it  more 
strictly  adhered  to  than  in  his  agricultural  pursuits.  Agriculture  was 
his  favorite  theme,  and  he  gave  it  much  attention  and  study.  He  owned 
and  cultivate#  three  large  fkrms  in  this  county,  the  most  extensive  of 
which,'known  as  the  *  Gaines  Farm,*  being  located  about  twelve  miles 
trom  this  city,  and  containing  1200  acres.  These  farms  are  well  stocked 
with  the  highest  grades  of  Imported  cattle,  sheep,  etc.,  (many  of  which 
he  imported  himself,)  and  are  under  a  fine  state  of  cultivation.  He  di- 
rected operations  on  these  farms  from  maps  which  he  had  drawn,  and 
when  confined  to  his  bed,  he  required  those  in  charge  of  them  to  report 
at  regular  intervals.  From  his  couch  he  gave  directions  for  their  man- 
agement even  to  the  minutest  details.  When  we  add  to  all  the  zeal  he 
manifested  in  conducting  his  business  enterprises,  the  attention  which 
he  has  given  to  those  of  a  public  nature  —  his  connection  with  railroad 
interests,  and  the  vast  amount  of  labor  which  the  public  positions  he 
held  imposed  upon  him,  —  we  are  amazed  while  we  admire  the  great 
mental  power  which  he  has  exhibited. 

*'  Governor  Crapo  was  not  what  critics  would  call  a  brilliant  man, 
yet  he  was  gifted  by  nature  with  the  true  elements  of  greatness,  —  a 
clear  and  comprehensive  Intellect,  an  honest  heart,  of  righteous  deter- 
mination, and  vigilance  in  all  his  undertakings.  Ever  truthftil,  he  knew 
what  course  to  pursue ;  prudent,  he  knew  where  to  stop ;  fearless,  he 
knew  when  to  advance.  As  a  private  citizen  he  was  enterprising,  gen- 
erous, and  a  safe  counsellor ;  as  a  neighbor  he  was  kind,  and  in  his 
family  affectionate.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Christian  church.  Ho 
considered  the  self-evidence  of , the  Christian  doctrine  Its  most  power- 
ful recommendation  to  the  conscience  of  every  human  being  possessed 
of  a  well-balanced  heart  and  brain ;  and  we  believe  he  has  a  place  in 
the  kingdom  <  not  of  this  world.'  Long  will  the  loss  of  the  great  and 
noble  subject  of  this"  notice  be  felt,  not  alone  by  the  people  of  this  city 
and  vicinity,  but  by  the  peojA  of  the  state  at  large.*' 


THE  FIRST  MOVEMENT  IN  RELATION  TO  THE  ESTABLISH- 
'      MENT  01  THE  FBlft:  PUBLIC  llBRARY. 

Letter  from  Warren  Ladd,  Esq.,  to  His  Honor  George 
Howland,  Jr. : 

New  Bedford,  Aug.  16th,  1856. 
Deab  Sot,,—  Inclosed  I  send  you  the  original  order  I  introduced  in 
the  Conunon  Council  July  8th,  1851,  in  relation  to  the  establishment  ot 
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a  Free  Public  Library  in  this  city.  You  ^vill  see  by  the  indorsements 
that  it  passed  the  Council,  but  was  killed  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
The  order  was  the  first  incipient  step  in  the  movement  which  estab- 
lished our  present  Free  Library.  I  offered  the  order  on  my  own  re- 
sponsibility, without  any  previous  consultation  with  ftiy  one,  and 
urged  its  adoption  in  a  few  remarks  on  the  benefits  which  would  follow 
its  establishment  to  all  classes,  more  especially  to  the  young  —  to  those 
who  had  just  left  school  —  as  an  agency  by  which  they  might  be  enabled 
to  store  their  minds  with  useful  knowledge.  The  order  passed  the 
Common  Council,  I  think,  without  a  dissenting  voice. 

Yours  respectfully, 

WARREN  LADD. 
Hon.  Georgk  Howlanu,  Mayor. 

Ix  Common  Couxctl, 

July  8th,  1851. 

Ordercdj  —  That  a  committee  of  three  from  the  Common  Connelly 
with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may*  join,  be  appointed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  expediency  of  establishing,  in  this  city,  a  Free 
Public  Library. 

Adopted. 

[Signed,]  LUTHER  G.  HEWINS,  Clerk. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

In  Board  of  Aldermen, 

July  8th,  1851. 
l^^onconcurred. 

[Signed,]  I.  M.  RICHARDSON,  City  Clerk. 
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NEW  BEDFORD. 

From  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library, 
New  Bedford. 

ntlNTBD  BT  OSDEB  OF  THE  OUT  OOUKdL. 


NEW   BEDFOBD: 

riSSKNDKN    *    BAKKB,   CITT   FBIHTIBS. 

1871. 


In  Boabd  of  Aldebmen, 

February  16^  1871. 

Bead  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  s^it  down  for  o(»^ 
currence. 

Henbt  T.  Leonabd,  aty  Clerk. 


Concurred. 


rt  -■ 


Ih  Cqmvon  Council, 

February  16,  1871,  > 

% 

'--•4 

Wiux&H  A.  Chubch,  GUiJE^  .^ 

i  ■  •>?*■ 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY, 

FOB  THE  YBAB  1871. 


TBXTSTEES. 
His  Honor,  George  B.  Eighmond,  Mayor  of  the  City. 

Charles  M.  Pierce,  Jr.,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Common 
Council. 

J.  WiNGATE  Frost,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

Hon.  George  Howland,  Jr.,  J 

James  B.  Congdon,  Esq.,         >  at  large. 

George  F.  Kingman,  Esq.,      ) 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees — ^His  Honor  the  Matob. 

ON  TH9  UBBABY. 

George  B.  Richmond,  George  Howland,  Jr., 

James  B.  Congdon. 

BXTILDINa. 

•       •       •       » 

J.  WiNGATE  Frost,  Charles  M.  Pibrgb,  Jn, 

George  F.  Kingman. 

aooounts. 
Ja¥B8  B.  Congdon,  J.  WnfOAXB  Frost, 

Gborge  F.  Kingman. 

IiIBBABIAN. 

Robert  C.  Ingraham. 

ASSiSTAjrr  IjIbbabiak. 
Sofhia  E.  Almy. 


DONATIONS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1870. 


Yolmnef.    PampUeli. 
Donors.  Bound.  Unboaiid. 

AUen,  Edward  A.  H., 16  e 

Almj,  Charles, 2 

American  Antiquarian  Society, 

American  Colonization  Society, 

American  Philoeophical  Society, * 

Bogart,  WiUiam  H., 

Boston  City  Hospital, 1 

Boston  Public  Library, 

Brayton,  George, 

Bronson  Library,  Watertown, 1 

Brooks,  James, 

Bryant,  Charles, 

Buffinton,  James, 25  1 

Bureau  Refugees, 

Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane, 

Chandler,  Charles  F., 

Charlestown  Public  Library, 

Chisholm,  Elijah  H., 6 

Clarke,  Henry  B., 

Coggeshall,  Thomas, 

Congdon,  James  B., S  S 

Cornell,  Darid  L., 

Cutter,  Abram  £.,       1 

De  Yoe,  Thomas  F., S 

Dexter,  Franklin  B., 

DiroU,  Ira, 

Dunbar,  George  H., 11 

Earle,  Robert, 

Eliot,  Thomas  D., 82  IV 

Eliot,  Mrs.  Thomas  D.9 54 

Erans,  Benjamini 

Fall  Rirer  Public  Library, 

Farrington,  William  H., S 

Feswnden  k  Baker, S 

French,  Rodney, S 

Goodwin,  William  F., 

Gordon,  William  A., 41 
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Yolames.    Pamphlets. 
DoNO&s.  Boand.  Unbonnd. 

Grinnell,  Joseph  6., 15 

Hartford  Young  Men's  Institute, 1 

Rowland,  George,  Jr., 1 

Howland,  Philip  H., '  1 

Hubbard,  Oliver  Payson, 2 

Hutchinson,  Sjlvander, 3 

Knowlton,  Isaac  C, 1 

Ladd,  Warren,   ...  * 8 

Ladies'  Library  Association,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  •  1 

Lewis,  James  M., 1 

Library  Company,  Philadelphia, 2 

Library  of  Congress, 1 

Loring  &  Atkinson, 1 

Lowell  City  Library, 2 

Lyman,  Theodore,  8d, 1 

Lynch,  John, 1 

HcEenzie,  Alexander, 1 

Maine  State  Library, 1 

Massachusetts  Board  of  Health, 1 

May,  Samuel  I., 1 

Medical  Society,  D.  C,    ........   ..  1 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  N.  T.,  •    .    •    •        1  8 

Merrill,  Edward  B., 10  1  214 

Morgan,  S.  Griffitts, 4 

New  York  State  Library, 1 

Nye,  Gideon,  Jr., 10 

Ohio  Mechanics  Institute,  Cincinnati,     •    •    •    •  1 

Peabody  Academy  of  Science,  Salem,   ....  1 

Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore, '1 

Peabody  Institute,  Peabody, 1 

Peirce,  Ebenezer  W., 1 

People's  Library,  Newport, 1 

Pitman,  Robert  C, 88 

Public  Library,  Newburyport» 1 

Public  Library,  Reading, 1 

Public  Library,  Watertowii|     •••••••        I 

Quint,  Alonzo  H., 5 

Bamsey,  Alexander, 1 

Bobertson,  C.  A., 1 

BodmaP)  Beigamiiiy 1 


6  TRUSTEES'  BEPORT. 

Yolamet.    Pttiiphleti» 
DoKOBfl.  Boand.  UnbouiML 

Bodman,  Edmnnd, 40 

Rodman,  Samuel, Y  4 

Botch,  WUliam  J., 829  4 

ScHieffelin,  Henry  M.,     .' 

Scliool  Board,  St  Loois,       

Shaw,  Job  L., 

Smithsonian  Institntiofi, 

State  Lonatic  Hospital,  Northampton,   •    •    •    • 

State  of  Bhode  Island, 

Steams,  George  W., 

Stetson,  Thomas  11, 

Somner,  Charles, 15 

Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Surrey,     •    •    .    . 

Swasej,  Charles  L^ 

Taber,  Bobert  B., 

Taber,  William  C, 5 

Thompson,  James  D., 8 

Thomsoi^  John  H., 

United  States  Congress, 49 

Wilooz,  Thomas, 51 

ynilej,  Henry, 

Wflmington  Institute,  Delaware, 

Wines,  £.  C.,     ••••••••••••        7 

Wdod,  Henry  T., 

Worcester  PuUic  Library, 

Woith,  Benjamin, 

Young  Men's  Association,  Buffalo, 

Toimg  Men's  Christian  Association,  Worcester,    • 
Young  Men's  Mercantile    Library    Associationy 

Cincinnati, 

Young   Men's   Mercantile  Library  AasociaHoiiy 

Httsbuig,  Pa., .    ......... 

KEWSPAPEBS  AND  CHABTa 

Antliooy,  Edmund,  Daily  ETcning  Standard,  Vols.  5^    4  T.,^ 
Bodman,  Samuel,  Ch*t  of  Acushoet  Biyer,  taken  from  Das  BiHftf  OUM; 

1776.    Coast  Surrey  ChaK  of  New  Bedford  Harbor. 
Saperintendent  of  the  Coast  Surrey^  Giart  of  Alaska. 
Thompson,  James D., New Bedibid Daily  Begistor,yeh.l-«.    0ilSK»W 
States,  Engineer  Dapartmeiil,  Militai7  MH^*18eivi«; 


REPORT. 


To  Bis  Bimor  tike  Mayors  and  to  the  Ghndemen  of  (he 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  of  the  Common  CounoU  of  th€ 
City  of  New  Bedford: 

The  Trustees  of  the  New  Bedtobd  Fbeb  Publio  LisiSAET 
leBpeotfoIly  beg  leave  to  lay  before  yon  their  NnnsTESNTH 
Annual  Report. 

It  is  gratifying  to  have  it  in  our  power  to  inform  you,  that 
the  statistics  for  the  year  1870  exhibit  a  more  eztebsive  use 
of  the  Libraiy  than  in  any  year  which  has  preceded  it* 

There  have  been  taken  from  the  Library  during  the  year, 
thirty-nine  thousand j  four  hundred  and  twenty^^ht  rolumes. 

The  daily  average  of  deliveries  has  been  one  hundred 
and  twenty-eight. 

The  increase  of  cards  has  been  ftf>e  hundv^  and  nind^ 
teen. 

The  whole  number  of  doids  issaed  is  ten  thousand^  one 
hundred  and  twenty-^seven* 

These  statements  sho#  an  ln(mase  of  ffiree  thousahd^ 
aeven  huindred  €md  tiioenty^4fi»  rcixoAieB  taken,  and  a&  iiMnMM 
of  the  daily  average  of  tw4lve  orve^  the  y^  1869. 

The  number  of  imders  at  tiie  lifamy  in  eNrldently  on  the 
increase.  It  has  'give&  na  maak  pleflsdii^,  in  otllr  f&Mist 
Beports,  to  allilde  to  fUs  fate^eatibg  foatitfe  in  iSbid  o|)(eMttSoii» 
of  our  Library.  Should  the  nntdbier  of  tteittm  cf  ihl6dn# 
oouthiiie  to  inoroase,  it  wfll«(Km  bdoottii*DMeisittfSr  to  addtn 
Ifaa  spaoanow  detoted^to  Mr  twAeni.^ 
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A0GES8IONS  DUBINQ  THE  TEAR. 

There  has  been  added  to  the  Library  during  the  past  year 
more  than  one  thotisand  volumes.  The  whole  number  is  now 
about  twenty-^hree  thousand. 

We  have  also  largely  increased  the  number  of  our  pam- 
phletSy  and  at  this  time  the  number  cannot  be  short  of 
seven  thousand. 

The  books  purchased  during  the  year,  a  large  proportion 
of  which  are  English  works,  not  re-published  in  this  country, 
have  been  of  the  highest  rank  in  the  literature  of  our  lan- 
guage. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state,  that  we  are  every  year 
filling  up  the  blanks  in  our  Catalogue  with  the  standard  pub* 
lications  in  our  own  language ;  and  we  are  warranted  in  the 
expectation  and  belief,  that  before  many  years  shall  elapse, 
there  will  be  found  on  the  shelves  of  the  New  Bedford  Free 
Public  Library,  a  collection  of  books  in  the  English  tongue, 
which  shall  be  exceeded  in  value  and  extent  by  few  libra- 
ries of  our  country. 

Visitors  to  our  institution,  whose  familiarity  with  the 
literature  of  our  language  gives  them  the  ability  to  judge, 
have  often  expressed  the  opinion  that  our  collection,  for  its 
extent,  embraced  as  large  a  proportion  of  truly  valuable 
books  as  any  Library  in  the  country.  It  will,  we  most  con- 
fidently believe,  be  the  aim  of  those  to  whom  the  management 
of  the  Library  shall  be  entrusted  for  the  future,  as  it  has 
been  of  those  who  have  directed  its  operations  for  the  past 
eighteen  years  of  its  existence,  to  give  it  a  character  and 
reputation  which  shall  reflect  credit  upon  our  city  while  it 
diffuses  light  and  knowledge  among  our  people.  It  has 
already  attained  a  position  highly  gratifying  to  every  dtiiea 
of  New  Bedford,  as  well  as  to  all  who  have  been  in  any  way 
ooimected  with  its  management;  and  the  prospect  for  thft 
coming  years  is  full  of  a  most  encouraging  assuranoey  tiiat 
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the  same  care  and  devotion  on  the  part  of  its  managers, 
and  the  same  liberal  support  from  the  people  and  the 
people's  representatives,  will  place  it  in  the  foremost  rank 
among  the  depositories  of  learning  in  our  country.  With  an 
increase  of  its  means,  wiU  be  demanded  a  corresponding 
increase  of  the  diligence,  skill  and  devotedness  demanded 
for  its  management ;  and  these  secured,  its  progress  must  be 
steadily  onward  to  a  higher  and  still  higher  position  of  use- 
fulness and  reputation. 

BONATIOKS. 

In  every  Report,  that  has  been  sent  you  from  this  Board, 
there  has  been  pleasure  and  gratitude  expressed  when  men- 
tion has  been  made  of  the  donations  for  the  year.  The 
present  year  will  form  no  exception.  It  is  our  pleasant  duty 
to  lay  before  you  a  record  of  donations  which,  in  point  of 
numbers  and  value  will  compare  most  favorably  with  any 
one  which  has  preceded  it.  More  than  one  hundred  individ- 
uals have  remembered  us,  and  have  enriched  our  institution 
with  8ix  hundred  and  ninety-tvx)  volumes  of  books,  seven 
hundred  and  fifteen  pamphlets,  nine  volumes  of  newspapers, 
and  many  valuable  maps  and  charts.  In  this  view  of  our 
relation  to  the  public,  we  may  truly  say,  that  we  have 
retained  all  our  former  benefactors  and  largely  increased  the 
number.  This  is  encouraging  to  all  who  have  the  manage- 
ment of  the  institution,  and  full  of  promise  for  its  future 
enlargement.  We  have  so  t>ften  given  expression  to  the  satis- 
faction derived  by  the  managing  board  fr^m  this  source,  that 
we  shall  not  be  held  as  wanting  in  the  sentiment,  or  too  briet 
in  giving  it  expression,  if  we  do  not  refer  more  particularly 
to  the  list  of  donors,  which  it  gives  us  so  much  pleasure  to 
present  to  you.  To  every  individual  named  on  that  list  we 
feel  grateful,;  and  in  your  names,  and  in  the  names  of  the 
people  of  New  Bedford,  we  thus  publicly  thank  them  for 
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fli6  doQattonfl  they  have  made,  md  for  the  evidowe  ih 
dofiatioiiB  have  oflTered  of  an  interaErt;  in  tlM  pn^)eriy  of  tba 
iVee  PaUic  Library. 

From  CoDgreBs,  and  from  the  Smithsonian  institiitioiit 
Ire  oontinne  to  receive,  nnder  the  operation  of  law,  and  th0 
fiiYor  of  Ihe  Hon.  James  Boffinton,  the  yalnable  publioationa 
Irhioh  are  issued  nnder  the  general  govemment.  And  im 
ttoB  conneotion  we  may  be  allowed  to  state,  that  Mr.  Bofb^ 
ton  has  not  only  continued  to  us  the  privilege  of  reoeivii^ 
the  public  documents  as  the  custodians  of  the  District,  but 
has  favored  us  by  the  donation,  personally,  of  many  valuable 
works.  As  we  allude  to  the  favor,  direct  and  indirectf 
which  we  have  received  through  the  instrumentality  of  him 
who  now  so  ably  represents  this  District  in  the  Natioud- 
Council,  there  open  upon  us  deep  and  precious  memories  of 
the  past,  when  one  departed  foUow^^itiasen,  distinguished  and 
beloved,  Thomas  Dawbs  Euot,  occupied  so  long  and  aa 
worthily  that  honorable  position.  During  the  whole  period 
of  his  public  life,  and  for  the  whole  time  embraced  betweeH 
the  openii^  of  this  institution  and  his  death,  he  was  its  un- 
wearied and  munificent  benefactor.  Our  records  and  our 
reports  abound  with  the  evidence  of  the  interest  whidi  he 
fblt  in  the  Libraiy ,  and  of  the  valuable  donations  by  whioh- 
tfaat  interest  was  manifested. 

And  now  the  list  which  we  annually  publish  besra  hit 
name  for  the  last  time.  The  name  is  there,  and  tiiereia 
another  beside  it ;  the  one  bearing  testimony  to  hi<)  continued' 
interest  in  the  institution  which  he  had  always  cheriahed ; 
the  other,  that  the  fueling  of  regard  has  even  survived  hii 
departure  and  has  found  expression  through  her  whom  hite 
death  has  made  desolate. 

This  is  not  tiie  place  for  thijsi  good  manls  eulogy.  Wirm 
were  it  so,  the  work  has  already  been  done,  the  hj^  sAd; 
melancholy  duty  has  already  been  performed.    We  aUaD 
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transfer  to  our  pages  the  record,*  which  gave  to  us  at  the 
period  of  his  death,  the  expressions  of  high  and  honortAfle 
appreciation  in  which  he  was  held  by  his  associates  of  the 
bar  and  in  public  life,  and  by  all  his  fellow-citizens,  and 
which  spoke  so  feelingly  and  eloquently  of  the  all-pervading 
grief  at  his  departure.  Thus,  sh  it  naturally  connected  itself 
with  our  record  of  donations  and  with  the  general  subject  of 
accessions  to  the  Library  through  the  interest  felt  by  indi- 
viduals in  its  enlargement,  we  have  discharged  what  has 
clearly  appeared  to  us  to  be  a  duty  to  a  departed  benefactor, 
and  presented  to  you  the  first  item  of  the  necrology  of  the 
year. 

There  is  another  claim  to  our  notice  under  this  saddening 
department  of  our  annual  communication. 

Thohas  Mandell,  although  less  prominent  in  public  llire, 
and  less  intimately  connected  with  the  Free  Public  Libraiy 
than  dur  friend  of  whom  we  have  spoken,  has  unquestionable 
claims  to  a  notice  in  this  communication  to  the  City  Council 
of  New  Bedford. 

Length  of  years  and  an  honorable  life  were  his.  For  half 
a  century  he  was  identified,  to  an  extent  hardly  reached  by 
any  other,  with  the  business  Operations  of  our  city  and  with 
the  management  of  our  monied  institutions.  Hte  career  act 
a  merchant,  and  as  a  prominent  manager  of  incorporated 
associations  and  extensive  trusts,  was  marked,  not  only  by 
that  success  which  gives  evidence  of  varied  talents,  unceas- 
ing devotion,  and  unremitting  toil,  but  by  that  unquestion- 
ing confidence  on  tiie  part  of  those  with  whom,  and  for 
whom  he  labored,  which  gave  him  an  influence  whose 
authority  few  were  disposed  to  question,  and  which  made  it 
manifest  to  all  that  the  springs  of  character  and  action  were 
deeply  seated  in  the  principles  of  Quistian  fidth  and  obI%4. 
tion.f 

*  See  Appendiz. 

ti9ee  Axtpeitaiiibrt  fo^iiMe^ 
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The  extent  of  the  obligation  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of 
New  Bedford  to  the  industry,  the  talents  and  integrity  of 
Thomas  Mandell  can  never  be  known.  When  our  thoughts 
gratefully  rest  upon  the  memory  of  her  whose  munificent 
benefaction  has  so  greatly  enlarged  its  means  and  opened  so 
bright  a  prospect  for  its  futui*e,  we  find  ourselves  associating 
the  names  of  Thomas  Mandell  and  Thomas  D.  Eliot  in  the 
gratifying  anticipations. 

We  think  of  him  whose  legal  ability,  cultivated  mind 
and  comprehensive  understanding,  aided  our  benefactress  in 
her  wishes  to  devote  a  part  of  her  princely  fortune  to  the 
welfare  and  enlightenment  of  the  people  of  her  native  city ; 
and  of  him,  the  sagacious,  upright  and  intelligent  merchant, 
to  whom  she  entrusted  the  care  of  her  rapidly  increasing 
wealth,  while  living,  and  of  its  distribution  after  her  death ; 
and  we  find  the  names  of  both  of  these  departed  citizens 
associated  with  hers  in  grateful  recognition  of  the  bounty 
that  has  blessed  our  institution  and  our  city. 

We  have  received  from  Abram  E.  Cutter,  of  Charles- 
town,  one  of  the  most  beautiful  volumes  ever  printed  in  this 
country.  It  contains  the  works  of  our  first  New  England 
poetess,  Anne  Bradstreet.  It  must  have  been  a  labor  of 
love  for  this  enlightened  gentleman  to  reproduce  the  writings 
of  this  puritan  poet  in  so  costly  and  beautiful  a  form.  We 
embrace  this  opportunity  again  to  thank  our  Charlestown 
friend  for  his  most  acceptable  donation. 

In  this  connection  we  would  publicly  recognize  the  great 
obligation  we  are  under  to  the  Hon.  William  J.  Rotch,  for 
his  gift  of  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  volumes  of  books 
mostly  written  by  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 
Oniey  are  rare  and  valuable,  and  supply  a  want  iVhich  we  have 
long  felt,  and  which  we  have  found  it  difBcult  to  supply. 

DooiOB  William  A.  GtObdon  has  our  tbanks  for  a  doiyi* 
tion  of  books,  valuable  in  itself,  and  which  we  shall  hold  in 
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high  regard,  both  for  the  sake  of  the  donor,  and  because 
there  is  found  upon  them  the  name  of  a  departed  citizen 
whose  memory  will  ever  be  dear  to  the  people  of  our  city. 
There  can  be  no  more  fitting  place  for  books  bearing  upon 
them  the  name  of  John  Mason  Williams  than  the  New  Bed- 
ford Free  Public  Library. 

We  feel  greatly  indebted  to  a  number  of  gentlemen*  of 
our  city,  for  a  faithful  and  beautifully  executed  portrait  of 
our  friend  and  benefactor  the  late  James  Arnold.  This  is 
a  cherinhed  and  highly  valuable  addition  to  the  limited 
Picture  Gallery  of  the  Free  Public  Library.  We  set  great 
store  by  the  portraits,  both  of  the  living  and  the  dead,  which 
are  now  found  upon  our  walls,  and  it  is  an  interesting  and 
gratifying  fact  that  we  are  indebted  for  them  all  to  the 
liberality  of  the  friends  of  the  institution.  We  have  long 
cherished  the  hope,  that  in  some  future  time,  and  that  one 
not  very  far  distant,  a  gallery  of  pictures,  gathered  through 
the  enlightened  munificence  of  the  firiends  of  art  in  our 
city,  would  be  connected  with  our  Public  Library.  The 
teachings  of  true  art  purify  the  taste,  chasten  and  elevate 
the  imagination,  and  give  wealth  and  power  of  expression  to 
the  imderstanding,  and  afford  to  those  who  can  have  access 
to  the  works  of  genius,  a  pleasure  that  can  never  be  exhausted 
and  that  never  leaves  a  sting  behind. 

I 

INGBEASE  OF  AOGOHMODATIONS. 

In  the  last  Report  of  the  Trustees  mention  was  made  of 
the  enlarged  space  obtained  for  the  purposes  of  the  Library 
by  finishing  a  room  in  the  attic  of  the  Library  Building. 
As  this  was  intended  and  can  only  be  used  for  a  certain  class 
of  publications,  valuable  for  the  purposes  of  consultation, 
but  examined,  comparatively,  but  seldom,  it  has  given  us  no 
relief  with  regard  to  the  arrangement  of  the  more  important 
accessions  to  the  Library. 

»  See  Appendix.  ^^ 
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The  laat  Report  also  called  attention  to  the  fact,  Hiat  the 
room  belonging  to  the  Library,  but  which  was  then  occupied 
by  the  Superintendent  of  the  Water  Works,  was  greatly 
needed  for  the  purposes  to  which  it  was  originaUy  desig- 
nated. This  room  is  still  occupied  in  the  same  manner.  It 
was  greatly  needed  then,  it  is  much  more  needed  by  tho 
Library  now,  and  publications,  in  number  sufficient  to  fill  it, 
when  it  shall  be  vacated,  repaired  and  arranged,  are  waiting 
its  restoration  to  the  use  and  control  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
iostitution. 

INCREASE   OF  THE  NUMBEB  OF  TRUSTEES. 

The  present  board  of  managers  are  unanimously  of  the 
opinion,  that  the  interests  of  the  Library  would  be  promoted 
by  an  increase  in  the  number  of  Trustees.  When,  nineteen 
years  ago,  the  City  Council  passed  the  ordinance  which 
gave  the  institution  its  existence,  few  of  those  then  active  in 
the  work  anticipated  its  rapid  growth  and  present  elevated 
and  important  position.  Sustained  by  liberal  appropriations 
fix)m  ihe  Council,  it  has,  under  the  management  of  those 
who  have  regarded  its  growth  and  prosperity  as  objects  that 
called  for  their  highest  and  most  devoted  efforts,  attained  4 
place  in  our  conununity,  a  rank  upon  the  list  of  the  bool^ 
ooUections  of  the  country,  and  a  position  in  the  estimation  of 
the  lovers  and  promoters  of  literature  and  knowledge,  grati- 
fying to  every  citizen  of  New  Bedford ;  and  demanding  of 
^,  who  are  or  may  be  connected  with  its  guardianship  or 
management,  a  continuation  of  the  same  zeal,  wisdom  an4 
liberality  which  have  been  followed  by  such  important  and 
gratifying  results.  The  Library  now  occupies  a  positioo 
which,  while  it  bears  witness  to  the  liberality  and  wisdom  of 
the  past,  justifies  and  encoiu*ages  increased  zeal  and  devoted- 
nessfor  the  future.  Our  truest  and  most  richly  endowed 
minds  may  well  feel  a  high  degree  of  satisfaction  that  the 
city  of  New  Bedford  has  such  a  possession ;  and  with  the 
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large  increase  of  means  which  will  aoon  be  jdaoed  pt  tiie  dis- 
fOBal  of  its  manageiB,  oiu:  truest  and  most  licUy  eodo^ifed 
minds  can  have  few  employments  ipore  woirtl^  of  their 
attention  than  the  guidance  of  tb^e  fotiuce  of  oar  flawrishi|ig 
Free  Public  labiary. 

TRUST    FUXDS* 

In  accordance  with,  the  regulations  establis)l^d  by  the  City 
Council^  we  proceed  to  place  before  you  our  Annual  Stated 
ment  in  relation  to  the  several  Trust  Funds,  yrhoae  income  is 
expended  by  the  Trustees  of  thd  Firee  Public  Libraiy. 

GHBOSGB  HOWLAND,  JUmOB,  FDHD* 

The  amoant  of  this  fund  is  $X^9i^kQ0 

Balance  of  income  from  last  atatementi  |i298.S2 

Income  to  Julj  1, 1870,  48.00     841.82 

There  have  been  purchases  of  books  made  doxing  tke  ysar, 

and  entered  to  this  account  to  the  amount  of  848.84 


Amomit  expended  over  income  credited, 

$1.68 

CUARLES  W.  HOBGAK  FUN0. 

The  amount  of  this  fund  is 

$1,000.00 

Balance  of  income  as  per  last  statement. 

176.85 

Income  to  July  If  1870, 

80.00 

806.85 

Expendiiwre$. 

Paid  for  sundry  books, 

46.80 

Paid  for  Painting  by  William  A.  Wall, 

100.00 

Paid  for  Frame  for  ditto, 

85.00 

Paid  for  Frame  for  the «« Dartmouth  Address,** 

86.00 

807.20 

Expended  over  income  credited. 

$0.85 

hoehoultural  sootety  fuxd. 

Balance  of  this  account  as  per  last  statement, 

$54.58 

Amount  of  books  purchased  fat  this  account, 

52.98 

$1.55 
GHABLES  OONGDON  FUND. 

Balance  of  this  account  as  per  last  statement,  $10.00 

Paid  £m  '<  Annals  of  Long  Island  Historical  Societj,*  10.00 
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Wittx  regard  to  the  last  two  named  trust  funds,  no  fur&er 
oare  on  our  part  will  be  required.  Our  former  reports  haye 
shown  in  what  way  two  small  sums  of  money  came  into 
our  hands  which  have  been  designated  as  the  Horticultural 
Society  Fund,  and  the  Charles  Congdon  Fund,  and  these 
reporte  have  also  shown,  that  fcom  tune  to  tune  expen- 
ditures have  been  made  on  account  of  them.  The  money 
was  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  city,  but  bore  no  interest. 
The  whole  amount  of  both  is  now  expended,  and  the  accounts 
closed.  Eyery  book  purchased  from  these  funds  is  so 
entered  upon  our  list  of  accessions,  and  each  yolume  con- 
tains a  conspicuous  notice  of  the  source  from  whence  it  is 
deriyed. 

AH  of  which  is  respectfiilly  submitted. 

m 

Geoboe  B.  Richmond, 

J.   WiNGATB  FbOST, 

Charles  M.  Piebce,  Jr.,  I  Trustees 

Geobge  Howland,  Jr.,      [  Free  Public  Library. 
Wabben  Ladd, 
James  B.  Conodon, 

New  Bedfobd,  December,  31,  1870. 
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HON.  THOMAS  DAWES  ELIOT. 

[From  the  New  Bedford  Diulj  Mercarj,  June  ISth,  1870.] 

Thomas  Dawes  Eliot  died  at  his  residence  in  this  city,  yesterday  after- 
noon, after  a  protracted  and  lingering  iUness  from  an  insidious  and  incurable 
malady,  a  malignant  tumor  within  the  abdomen.  On  leaving  Congress  at 
the  close  of  hb  term  of  service  in  March,  1869,  he  suffered  from  his  exhaus- 
tive labors  in  that  body,  and  his  friends  missed  the  vigor  and  freshness  of 
health  which  had  always  distinguished  him.  But  it  was  hoped  by  himself 
•nd  others  that  rest  was  all  he  required,  and  that  this,  enjoyed  here  at  home, 
would  soon  restore  his  wasted  energy.  In  this  all  were  sadly  disi^pointed. 
He  daily  grew  weaker,  until  in  March  last  he  sought  relief  by  a  visit  to 
Savannah,  but  without  any  benefit  from  the  change,  and  after  about  a  month's 
sojourn  there  he  returned,  and  gradually  sank  to  his  final  rest. 

Mr.  £liot  was  bom  in  Boston,  March  20th,  1808,  the  eldest  son  of  the  late 
William  G.  Eliot  and  Margaret  Dawes,  who  survives  to  mourn  the  loss  of 
her  first  bom  son.  His  parents  removing  to  Washington,  Mr.  Eliot  was  edn- 
eated  in  that  city,  graduating  at  Columbia  College,  and  commencing  his  law 
studies  in  the  office  of  the  late  Judge  Cranch.  He  soon  removed  to  this  city, 
and  completed  his  studies  with  ex-Judge  Warren,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
this  County,  continuing  in  the  active  practice  of  his  profession,  which  he  ar- 
dently loved,  until  a  short  time  previous  to  his  death.  He  represented  our 
city,  while  yet  a  young  man,  in  the  lower  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  in 
1846  was  a  member  of  the  State  Senate.  In  1854  he  was  elected  to  the  8Sd 
Congress,  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  Hon.  Zeno  Scudder,  and  was  re- 
elected to  the  d6th,  S7th,  88tb,  d9th  and  40th  Congresses. 

As  a  lawyer,  Mr.  Eliot  early  took,  and  to  the  last  nuuntained,  a  most  hos- 
orable  position  at  the  bar.  Of  great  industry,  close  applicatbn,  and  con- 
sdentious  fidelity  to  the  interests  of  his  clients,  he  never  lost  the  confidence 
of  any  who  employed  him.  In  public  life,  and  particularly  as  a  member  of 
Congress  during  the  rebellion,  he  won  his  highest  honors ;  and  then,  less  by 
any  bnlliant  displays  npon  the  floor  of  the  Hoose,  than  by  his  nnswenriaf 
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deTotion  to  principle,  his  nnselfish  patriotism  and  his  noble  adToeacj  of 
human  rights.  He  had  none  of  the  arts  of  the  mere  politician ;  he  de^iiaed 
them.  What  is  right,  not  what  is  expedient,  was  his  enqaiiy.  He  wat 
among  those  who  at  one  time  were  decried  as  "Conscience  Whigs;"  but  to  him 
the  term  **  Conscience  Whig**  was  an  honor.  For  conscience,  an  enlightened 
conscience,  was  his  guide ;  and  pursuing  in  his  public  as  in  his  private  lifiiv 
that  guide,  he  won  a  place  in  the  warmest  regards  of  his  constituents  and 
the  respect  of  all  who  knew  him. 

No  man  in  Congress  enjoyed  to  a  greater  degree  the  esteem  of  his  feUowi; 
and  no  Bepresentative  ever  better  upheld  the  honor  and  sustained  the  ehai^ 
after  of  our  State.  Gladlj  would  the  District  have  returned  him  again  to 
Congress ;  but  he  loved  his  profession  better  than  political  life.  We  well  know 
that,  twice  at  least,  he  accepted  a  nomination  at  the  sacrifice  of  his  cheriahed 
wish  to  retire  to  his  practice  and  to  the  enjoyment  of  his  delightful  home. 

Mr.  Eliot  was  good  man,  pure  minded,  kind  hearted,  of  sterling  integritft 
and  of  a  most  catholic  spirit.  In  ocr  unreserved  intercourse  with  him,  wo 
can  recall  no  instance  in  which  he  indulged  in  anj  unkind,  uncharitable  or 
disparaging  remarks  about  even  those  who  had  maligned  him.  He  spdkB  no 
ill  of  his  neighbor,  but  evinced  a  spirit  of  charitj  as  beautiful  as  it  is  rare. 

He  was  a  deeply  religious  man,  always  ready  with  good  words,  and  ai 
ready  with  good  works.  Of  his  labors  in  the  Sunday  School  of  the  Unitarian 
Church,  where  for  years  he  was  Superintendent,  many  of  our  readers  ha?o 
grateful  recollections.  £Qs  heart  was  in  the  work,  and  he  deeply  regretted  tho 
the  necessity  of  its  relinquishment  Thousands  will  call  to  mind  his  invalon- 
ble  services  as  Preadent  of  the  Unitarian  Association,  his  admirable  tact  in 
the  Chair,  his  hearty  zeal  and  enthusiasm,  and  his  earnest  and  successful  ex- 
ertions for  fraternal  union.  He  was  a  generous  man,  prompt  to  give  to  every 
good  object,  and  foremost  in  his  contributions  of  money  or  of  labor  to  sustain 
all  benevolent  enterprises.  Better  than  any  triumph  at  the  bar,  or  tho 
highest  honors  won  in  political  Ufe,  is  the  simple  record  of  his  "nffftl(ith| 
christian  life.    He  rests  from  his  labors,  and  his  works  do  foUow  him. 

[From  the  New  Bedford  Daily  Mercury,  June  17th,  t870.] 

The  New  Bedford  Daily  Mercury  of  the  above  date,  under 
its  head  of  Superior  Court  proceedings  for  June  16th, 
remarks  that  the  Hon.  George  Marston  rose  and  stated  to 
the  Court  that  he  was  deputed  by  the  bar  of  the  County,  to 
make  formal  announcement  of  the  death  of  Hon.  Thomas  D. 
Eliot,  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  bar,  and  to  present 
the  resolutions  adopted  by  them,  with  the  request  that  thejr 
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be  placed  upon  the  records  of  the  Court.  After  proper 
reference  to  the  professional  standmg  and  character  of  the 
deceased,  Mr.  Marston  read  the  resolutions,  as  follows : 

^  The  members  of  the  bar  of  Bristol  Crounty,  having  heard  with  sincere 
aorrow,  of  the  decease  of  Hon.  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  who,  for  forty  years,  oocn- 
(»ed  a  prominent  position  as  one  of  their  members,  have,  in  yiew  of  this  sad 
event, 

Resolved^  That  the  career  of  Mr.  Eliot  at  the  bar  was  highly  honorable 
to  him,  and  affords  an  example  worthy  of  imitation  by  all  who  would  seek  to 
attain  success  and  distinction  in  the  profession  of  the  law ;  that  his  cautioa 
and  prudence  as  a  counsellor ;  hb  industry,  patience  and  thoroughness  in  the 
preparation  of  causes ;  his  energy  and  zeal  as  an  advocate  ;  his  fidelity  and 
watchfulness  in  the  protection  of  all  the  interests  entrusted  to  his  care ;  his 
earnest  and  unabated  attachment  to  his  calling  and  his  love  finr  its  pursuit ; 
his  application  of  the  discipline  and  learning  acquired  in  professional  expe- 
rience to  shapmg  legislation  in  the  counctb  of  the  nation ;  his  stead&st  adhe- 
sion to  the  fundamental  principles  of  right  and  justice,  which  lie  at  the  basis 
of  the  common  law ;  his  cheerful  return  from  distinguished  duty  in  publu;  ser* 
vice  to  the  forum  of  his  early  life,  and  to  his  familiar  labors  among  those  he 
served  for  many  years ;  his  unvarying  courtesy  of  manner  and  kindness  of 
disposition  ;  and  his  unspotted  private  life,  coml»ned  to  commend  him  to  oar 
re^ct  and  affection  and  will  keep  his  memory  green  for  years  to  come. 

Besolvedy  That  these  resolutions  be  presented  to  the  Superior  Court  now 
in  session,  with  a  respectful  request  that  they  be  entered  upon  the  records^ 
and  that  a  copy  be  communicated  to  the  fiunily  of  oar  departed  brother." 


Charles  W.  Clifford,  Esq.,  then  read  the  following  commu- 
nication to  the  Court,  from  Hon.  E.  H.  Bennett,  of  Taun- 
ton, adding  in  fitting  words  his  testimony  to  the  unvarying 
kindness  and  consideration  shown  by  the  deceased  to  the 
younger  members  of  the  bar. 

May  ii  please  your  Honors 

An  important  duty  in  another  Coonty  prevents  my  personal  presence  here 
to-day ;  but  I  cannot  forbear  to  express  in  another  mode  my  sympathy  with 
my  brethren  of  the  bar  at  this,  the  latest  loss  of  one  of  their  most  prominent 
members.  When  I  came  to  the  bar  in  1848,  Mr.  Eliot  was  at  the  height  of  his 
large  and  successful  practice.  Very  few  causes  of  much  importance  were 
ihen  tried  at  either  end  of  the  Omatj  in  which  he  was  not  aetitdy  enQ^gad* 

b2 
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Ttx>  distant  from  him  in  locality,  years  or  professional  standing,  ever  to  fhrw 
nish  the  slightest  opportunity  or  occasion  for  any  feeling  of  rivalry  between 
us,  I  was  yet  to  often  in  contact  and  collision  with  him,  as  to  enable  'me  to 
appreciate  and  bear  witness  to  his  talents,  his  industry,  his  earnest  devotum 
to  the  cause  of  his  clients,  his  remarkable  fairness  and  courtesy  towards  hii 
opponents,  and  the  great  confidence  which  the  Court,  juries,  and  all 
seemed  to  repose  in  his  integrity,  candor  and  love  of  justice.  To  me  he 
always  kind  and  courteous,  both  personally  and  professionally,  and  I  never 
remember  an  instance,  in  which  amid  the  sharpest  encounter  of  a  jury  trial 
he  ever  said  or  did  a  single  thing  which  could  wound  the  most  senaitiTe  feel* 
ing  or  leave  a  sting  behind. 

I  remember  one  instance  in  which  his  desire  for  nmple  justice,  thou^ 
against  his  client,  was  strongly  marked.  I  was  trying  a  case  against  him,  la 
which  I  was  seeking  to  break  up  an  alleged  fraudulent  conveyance,  which 
his  client  was  thought  to  have  made.  As  the  evidence  kept  pouring  in  to 
show  the  fraud,  his  efforts  gradually  slackened,  and  finally  when  one  witneas 
testified  directly  to  the  defendant's  admission  of  the  fraudulent  purpoee  lie 
had  in  making  the  conveyance,  Mr.  Eliot  suddenly  threw  down  his  pen  in 
disgust,  left  the  case,  and  took  his  seat  at  the  other  nde  of  the  bar. 

And  now  that  he  has  gone,  it  certainly  becomes  us  to  meet  and  expres 
our  appreciation  of  his  merits,  his  standing  at  the  bar,  his  labors  and  devotion 
to  the  cause  of  right  and  justice,  both  in  his  own  profession  and  in  the  councils 
of  the  nation.  And  as  the  drcle  of  those  in  active  practice,  when  I  first 
came  to  this  County,  gradually  but  steadily  narrows,  I  can  but  be  reminded 
how  few  now  remain,  and  that  soon  my  summons  may  come  to  join 

<*The  innumerable  caravan,  that  moves 
To  that  mysterious  realm,  where  each  shall  take 
His  chamW  in  the  silent  halls  of  death." 

The  loss  of  Mr.  Eliot  and  Mr.  Stone  reminds  us  all  that  the  elder  and  the 
younger  are  both  equally  liable  to  be  taken  from  us,  and  that  we  all  "await 
alike  the  inevitable  hour,"  and  that  the  *^  paths  of  glory  lead  but  to  the 
grave." 

Brief  addresses  were  theu  made  by  Hon.  E.  L.  Barney, 
Judge  Borden,  William  H.  Johnson  and  Daniel  Bicketsoiiy 
Esqs.,  and  Hon.  John  H.  Clifford.  To  repeat  them  would  be 
almost  like  parading  the  expressions  of  private  grief.  Thej 
were  the  unstudied,  unpremeditated,  spontaneous  testimo- 
nials of  professional  brethren  and  personal  friends,  to  the 
excellent  character  of  the  deceased ;  hearty  endorsements  of 
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the  just  sentiments  of  the  resolutions.  The  tributes  paid  to 
Mr.  Eliot's  professional  integrity,  his  fidelity  to  the  C!ourt 
and  the  cause  of  justice,  as  well  as  to  his  clients,  the  noble 
generosity  which  so  distinguished  him,  his  unselfish  and  per- 
sistent labors  for  the  oppressed  and  enslaved,  his  goodness 
of  heart,  and  his  purity  of  life,  were  all  earnest,  and  some 
of  them  touching  and  beautiful.  It  was  no  empty,  formal 
honor  that  was  paid;  but  a  willing,  impulsive  homage  to 
genuine  worth.  The  remarks  of  Mr.  Clifibrd,  who  com- 
menced practice  about  the  same  time  with  Mr.  Eliot,  who 
for  Bome  years  was  his  room-mate,  and  who,  in  the  good  old 
days  when  attendance  at  Court  meant  a  residence  of  a  week 
or  two  at  the  shire-town,  was  always  his  companion  upon 
the  circuit,  were  very  impressive.  He  characterized  the  life 
of  Mr.  Eliot,  as  one  of  honorable  repute,  and  claimed  that 
his  highest  glory  was  his  goodness. 

At  the  close  of  Mr.   Clifford's  address.  Judge  Putnam 
spoke  as  follows : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Bar  of  Bristol : 

The  resolutions  of  respect  to  the  late  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  a  member  of  this 
bar,  which  have  just  been  presented  to  me  bj  one  of  your  members,  awaken 
in  mj  own  mind  feelings  of  the  deepest  sensibility,  and  in  behalf  of  the  Supe* 
rior  Court,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  on  thb  occasion,  I  tender  yon 
my  sincerest  sympathy,  in  the  loss  which  you  have  sustained. 

The  character  and  reputation  of  Mr.  Eliot  belong,  however,  not  alone  to  the 
County  of  Bristol ;  and  I  may  be  permitted,  I  am  sure,  on  this  occasion  to  bear 
testimony  to  the  profound  respect  and  esteem  which  were  entertained  for 
him  by  members  of  the  bar  of  other  Counties,  as  well  as  by  the  judiciary  of  the 
whole  Conmionwealth.  It  is  eminently  fitting  that  the  death  of  such  a  man 
should  make  us  pause  for  a  moment  in  the  heated  conflict  of  professional 
strife,  for  in  the  face  of  a  reality  like  thb  which  now  confronts  as,  how  shadowy 
and  unreal  seem  all  the  prizes  for  which  we  struggle. 

Of  the  character  of  Mr.  Eliot  as  a  politician,  it  does  not  become  me  here 
and  now  to  speak.  He  served  in  Congress  from  this  District  during  a  most 
exciting  period  in  the  hbtory  of  our  country,  and  I  have  supposed  to  the 
general  acceptance  of  those  he  represented.  But  I  have  always  thought  that, 
bowever  well  fitted  he  was  for  public  life,  his  heart  was  rather  in  his  profes- 
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sion,  and  we  meet  here  now  rather  to  render  to  him  oar  tribute  of  profeasioiial 
respect  Of  his  merits  and  success  as  a  lawyer  we  may  speak,  for  thej  be- 
bng  peculiarly  to  us.  The  public  at  lar^,  as  it  seems  to  me,  never  fully  ap- 
preciate or  understand  why  we  give  so  high  rank  among  men,  in  our  estima- 
tion, to  the  great  and  learned  lawyer.  To  them,  the  fame  of  a  suocesBfol 
lawyer  seems  but  fleeting  and  evanescent.  I  refer  not,  of  course,  to  the 
reputation  which  a  lawyer  may  acquire  as  a  politician  or  a  statesman,  bat  oC 
the  fame  which  he  acquires  merely  as  a  lawyer.  Unworthy  members  of  oar 
profession  have  sometimes  led  the  public  to  misunderstand  us,  and  to  sappose 
that  with  us  mere  trickery  and  effrontery  ensure  profesrional  succeai.  Using 
success  in  its  loose  sense,  they  may  do  so  temporarily  at  least,  bat  a  soocqm 
which  achieves  a  name,  a  reputation,  and  an  affectionate  memory  in  Urn 
hearts  of  those  whom  we  leave  behind  us,  they  never  can. 

The  law,  rightfully  understood,  is  but  a  part  of  that  universal  system  oC 
order  which  pervades  all  nature  and  binds  the  universe  to  the  throne  at  the 
Eternal  Hooker  has  well  said  of  it  that  "  its  seat  is  the  bosom  of  God.** 
He,  then,  who  would  achieve  success  in  rightfully  administering  it,  mml 
possess  many  and  varied  talents,  an  innate  sense  of  justice,  and  high  moral  m 
well  as  intellectual  qualifications.  Well,  then,  may  we  rank  high  among  the 
benefactors  of  our  race,  the  truly  great  and  successful  lawyer. 

From  what  I  have  known  of  the  character  and  life  of  Mr.  Eliot,  as  a  lawyer, 
and  what  your  resolutions  contain,  which,  I  must  assume,  express  the  care- 
fully considered  opinions  of  those  who  best  knew  him,  it  seems  to  me  that  he 
most  have  possessed,  in  an  eminent  degree,  the  qualifications  to  which  I  have 
referred  as  essential  to  true  success,  and  that  we  may  well,  to-day,  enshrine 
him  in  oar  hearts  and  memories. 

To  the  spirit  of  your  resolutions  I  yield  my  hearty  accord. 

An  eametit,  laborious,  faithful  and  conscientious  lawyer,  a  scholarly,  sociable 
and  companionable  man,  a  warm  and  true-hearted  fiiiend,  an  active  and  de- 
voted Christian,  —  what  higher  praise  can  we  award  to  him. 

I  yield  most  willingly,  gentiemen,  to  your  wbhes,  and  order  your  resolutioec 
to  be  recorded  at  length  on  the  records  of  this  Court,  and  shall  direct  an  ad- 
journment of  the  Court  to  enable  us  all  to  attend  the  funeral  of  oar  deceased 
brother. 


THOMAS  MANDELL. 

[From  the  New  Bedford  Daily  Mercury  of  Monday,  Feb.  14th,  1870.] 

Mr.  Thomas  Mandell  died  at  his  residence  in  thii  city,  at  8  o'clock 
yesterday  morning,  after  a  comparatively  brief  illness.    He  was  bom  in  Fair- 
haven,  then  a  part  of  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  August  9th,  1792 ;  was  for  a 
time  a  clerk  in  a  store  at  the  Head-of-the-River ;  and  before  reaching  his 
majority,  commenced  business  here  as  partner  with  the  late  Caleb  Congdon. 
Soon  afler,  he  took  the  entire  management  of  a  mechanics'  store,  developing 
there  the  business  traits  which  attracted  the  notice  of  the  firm  of  Isaac  How- 
land,  Jr.,  &  Co.,  and  induced  them  to  offer  him  an  interest  in  their  house. 
He  became  a  member  of  that  firm  in  1819  ;  and  it  is  exact  justice  to  say, 
that  to  him  more  than  to  any  other  partner  is  due  the  high  credit  which  the 
house  for  half  a  century  maintained,  and  the  colossal  fortunes  it  built  up. 
The  late  Edward  Mott  Bobinson  entered  the  firm  about  1883,  which  soon 
after  consisted  of  that  gentleman,  Mr.  Mandell  and  the  late  Sylvia  Ann 
Howland.    The  new  partner  brought  to  the  firm  an  eagerness  and  boldness 
in  enterprise,  which  greatly  extended  its  operations,  but  which  never  disre- 
garded the  sound  judgment  of  Mr.  Mandell ;  and  the  two,  although  widely 
differing  in  almost  everjrthing  else,  perfiBCtly  agreed  in  their  notions  of  mer- 
cantile integrity,  and  each  entertained  the  highest  regard  for  the  honor  of 
the  other.    Besides  his  responsibility  as  a  partner,  Mr.  Mandell,  for  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  had  the  entire  care  and  management  of  the  estate 
of  the  late  Sylvia  Ann  Howland ;  and  her  appointment  of  him  as  sole  exeo- 
ntor  of  her  will  was  a  just  recognition  of  his  integrity,  while  her  bequest  to 
him  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  was  nothing  more  than  a  fair  remunera- 
tion for  the  valuable  service  he  had  rendered. 

Mr.  Mandell  was  many  years  ago  one  of  the  Selectmen  of  New  Bedford,  and 
was  the  first  to  commence  the  keeping  of  the  records  by  the  Board ;  but  ¥rith 
this  exception  he  held  no  public  office.*  He  sought  no  such  honors ;  but  he 
was  never  without  proofii  of  the  confidence  reposed  in  his  probity  and  discre- 
tion, as  the  reiponable  positions  he  held  in  various  corporations  showed.  He* 
was  not  a  great  man ;  but  he  was  better  than  thaty — a  good  man.  A  merchant 

•Mr.  Mandell  was  a  few  years  in  imbUe  lift  as  a  BepratentatlTe  to  Um  General  Court 
from  the  town  of  New  Bedford.  He  was  eleoted  finr  seven  eonseciitlTe  yeara,  from  1880 
to  1880  indnsiTa.  j«  a.  C« 
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of  the  old  school,  he  knew  no  road  to  socceas  bat  that  of  upright  and  honor- 
able dealing.  Modest  and  anobtnisiYe,  no  man  was  ever  more  tenacioos  of 
an  opinion,  when  satisfied  of  its  correctness.  His  name  here  was  the  sjmo- 
njm  of  rectitude. 

He  was  a  benevolent  man.  He  was  the  almoner  of  hb  own  bountj,  a 
bounty  which  did  not  break  out,  at  long  intervals,  in  noisy  and  startling  dis- 
plays of  beneficence,  but  flowed  quietly,  steadily,  refreshingly.  We  need  not 
speak  of  the  objects  of  his  charity,  or  the  extent  of  his  benefactions.  He 
never  spoke  of  them,  and  shrunk  from  any  mention  of  them  by  others.  Ho 
may  be  foi^gotten  as  the  honorable  and  successful  merchant ;  but  his  memory 
will  live  in  the  hearts  of  those,  who  have  been  sustained  and  cheered  by  his 
unostentatious  and  gentle  charities. 

Mr.  Mandell's  death  is  the  fourth  among  the  legatees  under  the  Howlaod  • 
willy  which  the  recent  withdrawal  of  the  suit  of  the  heir-at-law  lefb  lum  finee 
•  to  execute,  and  the  execution  of  which  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  acotaiplish. 
His  perfect  flystem,  however,  will  make  the  work  he  lefb,  easy  of  completioa. 


I  From  tlie  New  Bedford  Mercury,  Satnrdty,  February  I9tti,  1870. } 

SONNET. 

THOMAS  MANDELL. 

Feb.  14, 1870. 

Few  are  the  words  which  in  the  morn's  gazette, 
Tell  us  of  thee,  thou  noble-hearted  man ; — 
The  birth,  the  death,— of  life  the  general  plan  f 
Allegiance  life-long  to  the  right ;  and  yet 
There  is  close  mingled  with  the  deep  regret. 
That  from  our  darkened,  erring  world  has  fled 
The  light  that  never  dazzled  or  misled. 
In  which  with  winning  potency  there  met 
A  soul's  stem  feaky  to  truth  and  Grod, 
And  manners  gentle  as  the  evening's  dose. 
Another  phase  of  feeling ;— death's  repose 
Has  hushed  to  them  who  nearest  thee  have  trod 
Life's  pathway,  many  a  gentle  utterance  sweet, 
Fresh  from  the  fount  where  song  and  muac  meet 


PORTRAIT  OF  THE  LATE  JAMES  ARNOLD- 

[Extract  from  the  records  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Pablic  Library.] 

Meeting  op  Trustees,  July  2nd,  1870. 

A  portrait  of  our  deceased  friend  and  benefitctor,  James 
Arnold,  painted  by  William  Allen  Wall,  was  placed  in  our 
Library  to-day.  It  is  the  gift  of  the  gentlemen  whose  names 
follow : 

Joseph  Griunell,  George  O.  Crocker,  Matthew  Howland, 
S.  Griffitts  Morgan,  Joseph  C.  Delano,  George  Howland,  Jr., 
Edward  C.  Jones,  David  R.  Green,  Henry  T,  Wood,  Edward 
D.  Mandell,  Oliver  Prescott,  Caleb  Anthonjt. 

Voted,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  library  fed  under  great 
obligations  to  the  gentlemen  whose  generous  contributions  have  purchased 
and  presented  to  our  institution,  this  faithful  and  artistic  portrait  of  our  late 
fellow  citizen,  James  Arnold,  and  that  the  clerk  be  directed  to  convey  to 
each  of  Uiem  a  proper  acknowledgment 
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PRIXTED  BY  ORDER  OF  THE  aXT  COUXCTL. 


NEW   BEDFORD: 

E.  ANTHOXY  A  SONS,  PRIXTERS  TO  THE  CITY. 

1872. 


In  Boabd  op  Aldebmen,. 

December  30th,  1871. 

Bead  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  sent  down  for  con- 
currence. 

Henry  T,  Leonard,  City  Clerk. 


In  Common  Council, 

December  30th,  1871. 

Concurred. 

William  A.  Church,  Clerk. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LI^JJAM, 

FOR  THB  YBAB  1872. 


TRUSTBBS. 

His  Honor,  George  B.  Richmond,  Mayor  of  the  City. 

Henry  F.  Thomas,  Bsq.,  President  of  tbiB  Common  Coun- 
cil. 

Joseph  Knowles,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

Hon.  George  Howland,  Jr.,   ) 

James  B.  Congdon,  Esq.,         ]  ^^''  **^^  ^^^^^ 


at 
lai-gc. 


>  for  ont  year, 


J.  WiNGATE  Frost,  Esq. ,  ) 

George  F.  Kingman,  Esq.,      5  ^'  '"^^  ^'®*™' 

S.  Griffitts  Morgan,  Esq., 
Thomas  H.  EInowles,  Esq 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees — His  Honor  the 
Mayor. 

sTANDqi^  XK>MMrrraBiis. 

Of  iPISLIBBABT. 

George  B.  Richmond,  George  Howland,  Jr., 

James  B.  Congdon,  S.  Griffitts  Morgan. 

ON  THE  BUILDIVCk. 

J.  WiNGATE  Frost,  BbsNBT  F.  Thomas. 

OS  BINDING  AND  BLAIOLS. 

George  F.  Kingman,  Joseph  Knowles. 

ON  THE  MUSEUM. 

James  B.  Congdon,  J.  Wingatb  Frost, 

Thomas  H.  S^nowles* 

CLKBK  OF  Ttt  BOABD  OW  'rWSTgBS. 

jAiiEs  B.  CknxoDM. 

UBBABIAN. 

Robert  C.  Ingraham* 

ASSISTANT    LIBBABIAN* 

Sophia  E.  Almy* 


DONATIONS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1871. 


DONORB. 

American  AntlqaarUn  Sodcty 

American  Colonization  Society 

American  I'liilosophical  Society, .' 

American  UniturlauAaaoclntioii, 

Ames,  Ellis 

Balrd,  Hcnrj  C,     

Baraey,  Edwin  L., 

Baylies,  John  B 

Beaman,  Charles  C,  Jr., 

Boston  I'ubliiil-ibrury, 

Brajtos,  David 

Browuel),T   Kranli, 

ButTalo  Voting  Men's  Association, 

BufflotoD,  James        

Butler  HoMpital  for  the  Insane, 

Chlsholm,  Elijah  H 

ClDcinnati  Public  Library 

ClDclnnatl  Young  Men's  ChrUtian  Association, 

Congdon,  Charles, 

CoDgdon,  James  B., 

Cometl,  Joseph  H., 

Cowell,  David  L., 

Cutter,  Abram  E., 

])cxler   Friiuklin  B. 

Eliot,  Mrs.  Thomas  D., 

Fall  River  PuWlc  Library, 

Farriogton  William  H., 

Fessendon,  C  H.  H 

Fessenden  &  liuker 

Harper,  James, 

Hartrord  Vouug  Men's  Institute, 

Uougb,  George  T-,     

Lansing  Library  and  Literary  Association,    . 

Library  Company   rbiladelphla, 

Lowell  Cliy  Library, 

McCarthy  T        

Manchester  City  Library, 

Uaasachusett!!  Agricultural  College 

MassacbQ^ctta  Board  of  Health, 

Merrill,  Edward  B., 


Volnmes.     Pamphlets. 
Donors.  Bound.    Unboand. 

Michigan  State  Library. 2 

Minnesota  Historical  Society, 1 

Morissey,  John, 1  1 

New  Bedford  Young  Men's  Debating  Society,  1 

Newton  Free  Library, 1 

New  York  Mercantile  Library  Association,   .  3 

New  York  State  Library, 1 

Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore, 1  1 

Peabody  Institute,  Danvers, 1 

Pease,  Richard  L., 1 

Perkins  Institute  for  the  Blind, 1 

Perry,  Ellis, 6 

Pitman,  Robert  C, 1  2 

Pleasanton,  A.  J., I 

Robertson,  Charles'A., I 

San  Francisco  Mercantile  Library  Association,  I 

Smithsonian  Institution, 1 

Spooner,  Thomas, I 

Standlsh,  Miles, 1 

State  of  Massachusetts, I 

State  of  Maine, 8 

Sumner,  Charles, 9  8 

Taunton  Public  Library, 2 

Taylor,  Thomas  J., 1 

Thomas,  Moses  G., 40  1  148 

Union  for  Good  Works,  New  Bedford,     .  .   . 

University  of  Michigan, 

Van  Nostrand,  D., 

Walker,  Francis  A., 1 

Watertown  Public  Library, 

Waterbury,  Silas  Bronson  Library, 

Wesleyan  University, 1 

Wheeler,  George  W., 

Wllley,  H., 1 

Williams,  A.  &  Co., 

Williams,  J.  Otis, 

Wilmington  Institute, 

Winchester,  C.  T., 

Worcester  Public  Library, 

Worcester  Young  Men's  Christian  Association, 
Worth,  Benjamin, 2 
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NEWSPAPERS,    CHARTS,    ETC. 

American  Unitarian  Association.  —  The  Christian  Register,  1871 ;  The 

Religions  Magazine  and  Monthly  Review,  1871. 
Anthony,  Edmnnd.  —  Republican  Standard,  Vols.  1-5 ;   Dally  Evening 

Stondard,  1858. 
Baylies,  John  B.  — Chart  of  Nantucket,  1790. 
Ladd,  Warren.  — The  New  Bedford  Medley,  No.  119. 
Slocum,  Edw.  F.  —  Lieut.  Church's  Commission,  1775. 
Waldron,  J.  C  — The  Leisure  Moment,  Vol.  1,  Nos.  6-10,  1871. 
Wheaton,  Walter  F.  — The  Free  Press,  Vol.  1,  Nos.  1-12,  1871. 


To  His  Honor  the  Mayor^  and  to  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  to  the  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  New  Bedford: 

In  accordance  with  the  provision  of  the  ordinances  of 
the  City,  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library  now 
present  to  the  City  Council  their  Twentieth  Annual 
Report. 

The  statistics  of  our  Librarian  with  regard  to  the  num- 
ber of  takers,  the  number  of  volumes  taken  and  the  num- 
ber of  visitors  to  our  rooms,  bear  testimony  to  the  fact 
that  the  inhabitants  of  our  city  continue  to  regard  their 
Free  Public  Library  as  a  source  of  rational  recreation  and 
intellectual  cultivation  and  improvement.  The  numbers 
are  larger  than  have  ever  been  before  reported. 

For  the  last  year  the  number  of  volumes  taken  has  been 
forty  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy. 

The  daily  average  of  deliveries  has  been  one  hundred 
and  thirty. 

The  increase  of  cards  has  been  four  hundred  and  ninety- 
six. 

The  number  of  cards  issued  has  now  reached  ten  thousand 
six  hundred  and  twenty. 

ACCESSIONS   DURING  THE   YEAR. 

During  no  year  since  the  opening  of  the  Library  have 
the  accessions  to  our  collection  been  so  numerous  and  val- 
uable.    The  increase  has  been  about  twenty-five  hundred 


volumes,  making  the  whole  number  of  volumes  now  upon 
the  shelves  of  the  Free  Public  LiBRAur  of  New  Bed* 
FORD,  about  twenty-six  thousand. 

The  ability  which  has  allowed  of  this  important  addi* 
tion  has  been,  as  you  well  know,  derived  from  the  income 
of  the  Sylvia  Ann  Howland  Library  Fund.  In  another 
part  of  this  report,  in  accordance  with  the  ordinance  pro- 
viding for  the  investment  of  that  fund,  and  for  the  distri- 
bution of  its  income,  we  shall  lay  before  you  an  account  of 
the  stewardship  with  which  we  have  been  intrusted.  In 
this  connection  we  would  give  expression  to  the  feelings 
of  gratitude  and  satisfaction  with  which  we  regard  the 
result  of  this  sagacious  and  benevolent  addition  to  the 
income  of  the  library. 

The  additions  which  we  have  thus  been  enabled  to  make 
to  our  collection,  have"  been  of  a  class  of  publications 
which,  without  this  increase  and  while  restricted  to  the 
ordinary  income  of  the  institution,  it  would  have  been  im- 
possible for  us  to  have  acquired.  In  a  former  report  we 
have  stated  that  visitors  to  our  institution,  whose  famil- 
iarity with  the  literature  of  our  language  gives  them  the 
ability  to  judge,  have  often  expressed  the  opinion  that  our 
collection,  for  its  extent,  embraces  as  large  a  proportion  of 
valuable  books  as  any  library  in  the  country. 

The  accessions  of  the  past  year  have  largely  increased 
in  magnitude  the  right  to  this  commendatory  notice.  We 
have  brought  to  our  city,  and  j^laced  within  the  reach  of 
all  our  people,  a  class  of  publications  which  are  noticeable, 
and  rare  even,  in  the  collections  of  some  of  the  largest 
libraries  of  the  land. 

The  work  has  commenced  which  was  alluded  to  in  the 
last  year's  report  from  this  Board  to  the  City  Government. 
"The  library  has  already  attained,"  says  the  report,  '^a 
position  highly  gratifying  to  every  citizen  of  New  Bed- 
ford, as  well  as  to  all  who  have  been  in  any  way  connected 
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with  its  mauagement ;  and  the  prospect  for  the  coming 
years  is  full  of  a  most  encouraging  assurance  that  the  same 
care  and  devotion  on  the  part  of  its  managers,  and  the 
same  liberal  suppoii;  from  the  people  and  the  people's  rep- 
resentatives, will  place  it  in  the  foremost  rank  among  the 
depositories  of  learning  in  our  country.  With  an  increase 
of  its  means,  will  be  demanded  a  corresponding  increase  of 
the  diligence,  skill  and  devotedness  demanded  for  its  man- 
agement ;  and  these  secured,  its  progress  must  be  steadily 
onward  to  a  higher  and  still  tigher  position  of  usefulness 
and  reputation/' 

The  increase  of  our  means  has  pl^rv^.  within  our  reach 
those  vast  and  invaluable  stores  of  learning  and  knowledge 
which  are  to  be  found  in  the  literature  of  our  own  and 
other  languages  of  the  world.  We  are  no  longer  restricted 
in  our  accessions  to  the  literature  of  the  day.  Hitherto  a 
large  part  of  the  limited  means  at  our  disposal,  has  been 
necessarily  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  the  publications 
which  the  press  of  our  country  and  Great  Britain  is  send- 
ing forth  so  constantly  and  abundantly.  This  we  may 
now  continue,  gratifiying  to  some  extent  the  commendable 
and  universal  desire  of  our  visitors  and  takers  for  a  knowl- 
edge of  what  is  new  and  impoilant  in  the  literature  of 
the  world,  while  the  work  which  we  have  commenced  may 
be  steadily  continued,  of  filling  the  vacant  spaces  in  our 
catalogue  and  upon  our  shelves  with  the  books  in  which 
are  treasured  up  the  wisdom  and  learning  of  the  past, 
and  such  more  recent  but  rare  and  costly  publications 
as  have  hitherto  been  wholly  beyond  our  reach.  We 
have  said  that  this  work  has  been  commenced.  It  will 
take  many  years,  applying  to  it  all  our  present  ability  of 
increase,  before  the  idea  can  be  realized  which  every  lover 
of  learning  and  every  one  fully  familiar  with  what  is 
required  for  a  completed  library  constantly  entertains.  Al- 
though but  a  moiety  of  the  means  so  liberally  placed  at  omx 
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disposal  has  be^n  expended,  we  have  during  the  y^ 
added  as  many  volumes  as  it  has  been  in  the  power  of  our 
librarian,  in  addition  to  his  other  numerous  and  pressing 
duties,  to  catalogue,  classify  and  arrange.     To  do  this 
work  faithfully,  so  that  it  may  remain  for  all  future  time  a 
perfect  guide  to  and  exponent  of   the  contents  of  the 
library,  requires  a  large  amount  of  labor  as  well  as  rare 
bibliographical  acquirements.     In  the  gentleman  who  has 
from  the  beginning  had  charge  of  our  library,  we  have  had 
all  the  advantage  which  the  iQOst  devoted  industry  and  a 
most  intimate  knowledge  of  books  can  afford.     But  there 
are  limitations  to  all  V'nds  of  labor,  and  it  has  not  been 
considered  expedient  on  the  part  of  the  Trustees,  to  make 
our  accessions  any  faster  than  will  allow  of  a  careful  inspec- 
tion, and  of  a  full  and  accurate  record.     Books  heaped 
together  in  a  library  are  like  an  individual  work  without 
an  index ;  like  the  stock  of  a  trader  in  whose  premises  the 
goods  he  may  have  to  dispose  of  are  promiscuously  mingled. 
The  labor  bestowed  upon  a  book  that  it  may  be  so  recorded, 
catalogued  and  placed  that  its  contents  may  be  readily 
made  available,  can  never  be  dispensed  with  in  an  institu- 
tion like  ours.      The  character  and  contents  of  a  book 
must,  as  far  as  is  possible,  be  the  subject  of  a  readily  acces- 
sible record,  and  its  place  so  determined  and  described 
that  no  time  may  be  lost  in  obtaining  it.     We  have  made 
these  remarks  in  answer  to  inquiries  which  are  frequently 
made,  and  because  the  facts  stated  have  a  bearing  upon 
the  course  pursued  by  the  Trustees  with  regard  to  the 
funds  at  their  disposal. 

Up  to  the  present  time  the  accessions  to  the  library  have 
been  confined  to  the  literature  of  our  own  language. 
This  limitation  must,  of  necessity,  to  a  great  extent  con- 
tinue for  many  years.  The  riches  of  that  literature  it  will 
take  a  long  time  to  appropriate.  But  we  are  of  opinion 
that  the  time  has  come  when  the  restriction  to  some  extent 
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may  be  removedy  and  the  graduates  of  our  schools  be 
enabled  to  find  upon  our  shelves  the  most  desirable  and 
important  works  in  the  foreign  languages  which  they  have 
been  at  so  much  pains  to  acquire. 

A  small  beginning  has  already  been  made  in  this  direc- 
tion, by  the  purchase  of  a  few  valuable  publications  in  the 
French  language.  The  standard  works  in  the  French, 
Spanish,  German  and  Italian  languages  should  gradually 
find  their  way  to  our  shelves,  and  some  of  the  best  period- 
icals from  the  French  and  Qerman  press  should  be  placed 
within  the  reach  of  the  visitors  to  the  library. 

Under  this  head  we  would  advert  to  the  fact  that  we 
have,  during  the  year,  made  a  large  addition  to  the 
number  of  our  periodicals.  This  we  have  long  desired  to 
do,  but  our  former  list  was  as  lai*ge  as  the  means  we  could 
devote  to  this  branch  of  our  operations  would  allow. 
Hitherto  we  have  confined  our  subscriptions  to  the  period- 
icals of  our  own  country,  and  such,  foreign  issues  as  have 
been  here  reprinted.  We  have  discontinued  the  reprints : 
and  while  we  have  largely  increased  our  list  of  American 
periodicals,  we  have,  through  the  agency  of  Messrs.  Scrib- 
ner  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  made  arrangements  for  receiving 
direct  from  England  and  Germany,  many  of  the  most 
celebrated  and  desirable  issues  of  the  periodical  press  of 
Europe.  The  number  now  upon  our  list,  all  of  which  will 
be  found  upon  our  tables  at  the  opening  of  the  new  year, 
is  about  sixty.  A  list  of  them  will  be  found  in  another 
part  of  this  report. 

IKCBEASE   OF  ACCOMMODATIONS. 

This  subject  of  an  increase  of  space  for  our  books  naturally 
follows  that  of  the  increase  of  their  number.  In  the  last  re- 
port mention  was  made  of  the  fact  that  the  room  belonging 
to  the  library,  but  which  had  been  for  many  years  occupied 
by  the  officers  of  the  Water  Board,  was  greatly  needed 
for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  originally  intended. 
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During  the  year  other  and  far  more  convenient  rooms 
have  been  provided  for  the  Water  Board,  and  that  of 
which  we  have  spoken  is  now  devoted  to  our  use. 

We  would  express  our  great  satisfaction  at  the  manner 
in  which  the  work  of  preparing  this  room  for  library  pur- 
poses has  been  executed. 

Under  the  immediate  direction  of  a  committee  of  our 
own  Board,  with  a  zeal  and  liberality  on  the  part  of  the 
gentleman  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  of  your  body 
on  Public  Property,  which  give  them  a  claim  to  the  re- 
spect and  gratitude  of  every  friend  of  the  library,  this 
room  has  been  prepared  for  the  service  to  which  it  has 
been  designated,  in  a  form  in  which  are  united  the  most 
perfect  economy  and  convenient  arrangement  of  .space, 
with  a  most  gratifying  exhibition  of  good  taste  in  the  gen- 
eral plan  and  in  the  details  of  its  execution.  Connected 
with  the  main  room  of  the  library  by  opening  a  way  into 
it  through  another  room  whose  capacity  for  a  useful  occu- 
pation has  been  largely  increased  by  the  arrangement,  it 
constitutes  a  beautiful  and  most  useful  and  convenient 
portion  of  our  library  accommodations.  It  is  well  that  this 
beautiful  additiou  should  be  made  to  our  rooms  at  the 
time  when  we  were,  after  a  long  and  anxious  delay,  to  be 
placed  in  possessiou  of  the  means  by  which  to  complement 
its  beauty  and  convenience  with  the  wisdom  and  knowl* 
edge  contained  in  the  rare  and  valuable  volumes  which 
will  soon  be  found  within  its  alcoves. 


THE    MUSEUM    OP    THE    YOUNG    MEN'S     NATURAL     HISTOHY 
^  SOCIETY. 

In  accordance  with  the  clearly  expressed  wishes  of  the 
City  Council,  and  with  our  own  conviction  with  regard  to 
what  the  best  interests  of  the  city  required,  measures  have 
been  taken  diu*ing  the  year  to  place  in  possession  of  the 
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city  the  valuable  Museum  and  Collection  in  Natural  His- 
tory, gathered  by  the  Young  Men's  Natural  History  Soci- 
ety, and  formerly  the  property  of  that  association.  The 
property  in  this  collection  is  now  vested  in  the  city  of  New 
Bedford,  and  it  is  under  the  control  of  the  city  authorities. 
The  report  of  a  Committee  of  our  Board  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  a  Committee  of  the  society  asking 
that  it  might  be  transferred  to  the  city,  and  its  loss  to  our 
inhabitants  prevented,  with  a  copy  of  the  bill  of  sale  by 
which  it  was  conveyed,  will  be  found  in  another  part  of 
this  report.  We  have  seen  no  reason  to  doubt  the  pro- 
priety of  the  act  on  our  part  by  which,  as  your  agents,  we 
were  instrumental  in  placing  this  property  into  the  posses- 
sion of  the  city.  The  proceeding  has  given  great  satisfac- 
tion to  the  young  men  who  have  by  it  been  stimulated 
into  greater  devotion  to  their  favorite  and  praise-worthy 
pursuit,  and  no  less  gratification  to  the  citizens  who  are 
admitted  to  the  weekly  exhibitions  of  the  society.  Its 
design,  embracing  as  it  does  the  intellectual  growth  of  the 
young  men  who  are  no  longer  the  occupants  of  seats  at 
our  schools,  and  that  combined  elevation  and  recreation 
which  are  united  in  the  fundamental  idea  of  our  Free 
Public  Library,  in  which  all  can  participate,  is  in  perfect 
harmony,  as  we  fully  believe,  with  that  view  of  a  wide  and 
genial  culture  which  lies  at  the  foundation  of  all  our  legis- 
lation and  municipal  action  in  the  great  work  of  the  edu- 
cation of  the  people. 

The  expenses  of  the  Collection,  the  principal  being  the 
rent  of  the  rooms  it  occupies,  which  amount  to  about  four 
hundred  dollars  a  year  are,  by  our  present  arrangements, 
to  be  paid  from  the  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Library.  Believing  that  it  will  be  the  policy  of  the  City 
Government  to  continue  the  arrangement  by  which  the 
Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library  have  the  immediate 
custody  and  oversight  of  this  valuable  property,  'we  have^ 
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in  a  revision  we  have  recently  made  in  the  regulations  of 
our  Board,  made  provision  for  a  more  complete  discharge 
of  the  duties  which  this  custody  and  oversight  requires. 
We  have  been  promised  by  the  President  of  the  Young 
Men's  Society,  a  statement  of  its  proceedings  and  pros- 
pects, which  we  hope  may  be  received  in  time  to  be  in- 
cluded, in  some  form,  in  this  report. 

RULES   AND  REGULATIONS. 

As  has  already  been  intimated,  a  revision  has  been  made 
in  the  regulations  for  the  management  of  the  Library. 
One  reason  for  this  has  already  been  stated.  Another 
may  be  found  in  the  large  increase  in  our  collection,  which 
has  rendered  necessary  a  corresponding  increase  in  the 
arrangements  for  its  management.  Some  trifling  changes 
have  also  been  made  in  the  rules  for  the  circulation  of  our 
books.  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  ordi- 
nance by  which  the  library  was  established,  these  rules  are 
now  laid  before  you,  subject  to  such  action  on  your  part 
as  you  may  think  it  proper  to  institute. 


BEQUEST   OF  SYLVIA  ANN   HOWLAND. 

We  have  already,  in  connection  with  the  subject  of  the 
accessions  to  the  Library,  spoken  of  the  source  of  the  in- 
creased means  at  our  command  for  its  enlargement.  But 
the  importance  of  this  bequest,  its  peculiar  character,  and 
the  notoriety  which  has  been  in  one  form  and  another 
given  to  the  testament  of  which  it  made  a  part  and  to  the 
action  of  your  body,  and  of  another  branch  of  the  City 
Government,  appeared  to  demand  from  us  a  brief  state- 
ment, at  any  rate,  of  the  action  which  we  have  taken  as 
the  servants  of  the  Council  and  of  the  people,  under  the 
authority  which  has  been  conferred  upon  us  by  your  body. 
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It  was  not  until  March  30, 1871,  that  the  ordinance  was 
passed  giving  this  Board  the  authority  to  act,  and  placing 
at  its  disposal  the  means  of  action. 

On  the  15th  day  of  the  following  month,  the  subject 
was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Trustees  by  the  Presi- 
dent, the  Mayorof  the  City,  who  laid  before  them  the  fol- 
lowing papers : 

1.  A  copy  of  the  "Ordinance  in  relation  to  the  be- 
quest of  Sylvia  Ann  Rowland  " ; 

2.  A  copy  of  the  "Ordinance  in  relation  to  the  dona- 
tion of  George  Rowland,  Junior,  and  the  bequest  of  Charles 
W.  Morgan  '* ; 

3.  A  communication  from  the  City  Treasurer,  setting 
forth  the  fact,  that  in  accordance  with  the  ordinance  first 
above  named,  he  had  entered  upon  the  books  of  the  Treas- 
urer, to  the  credit  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public 
Library,  the  sum  of  twelve  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

Whereupon  it  was  — 

Ordered,  That  so  roach  of  the  WiU  of  the  late  Sylvia  Ann  Howland 
as  relates  to  the  bequest  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  pro- 
motion of  Public  Education  and  the  enlargement  of  the  Free-  Public 
Library ;  and  so  much  of  the  address  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor  to  the 
City  Council,  January  dd,  1870,  as  relates  to  the  same ;  the  Report  of 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  of  the  City  CouncU  of  1870,  upon  the 
subject  of  an  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  same  bequest ;  the  ordinance 
of  the  City  CouncU  passed  March  80th,  1871,  entitled  *<  An  Ordinance 
in  relation  to  the  bequest  of  Sylvia  Ann  Howland**;  the  ordinance 
of  the  City  CouncU  passed  March  80th,  1871,  entitled  **  An  Ordinance 
in  relation  to  the  donation  of  George  Howland,  Junior,  and  the  bequest 
of  Charles  W.  Morgan**;  and  the  communication  of  the  City  Treasurer 
dated  April  8d,  1871,  in  which  he  informs  the  board  of  an  entry  upon 
his  books  to  their  credit,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  said 
first  named  ordinance,  be  entered  in  fuU  upon  our  records. 
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The  following  resolutions  were  then  introduced  and  unan- 
imously adopted. 

KESOLUTIONS. 

Besolved,  That  the  evidence  now  laid  before  us  that  the  city  has  come 
into  possession  of  the  noble  bequest  of  Sylvia  Ann  Howland,  for  the 
education  of  the  young  and  the  diffhsion  of  knowledge,  is  received  by 
us  with  deep  feelings  of  satisfaction  and  gratitude. 

Besolvedy  That  at  this  time,  when  all  obstacles  to  the  possession  and 
enjoyment  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  New  Bedford  of  this  munificent 
and  Judicious  bequest  have  been  removed,  and  we  have  before  as  the 
evidence  that  the  wise  and  beneficent  designs  of  our  benefactress  have 
been  consummated,  we  feel  it  to  be  our  duty  and  our  privilege,  to  give 
expression  to  the  sentiments  of  gratefkil  recognition  which  have  ever 
been  associated  in  our  minds  with  this  princely  benefaction. 

Betolved^  That  the  City  Council,  in  the  ordinance  which  they  have 
enacted  in  relation  to  this  bequest,  have  taken  a  view,  unquestionably 
correct,  of  the  intentions  of  the  testatrix,  and  of  the  proper  methods  by 
which  they  are  to  be  carried  into  effect ;  and  we  would,  as  Trustees  of 
the  Free  Public  Library  and  as  the  agents  of  the  people  in  the  discharge 
of  an  important  trust,  for  ourselves  and  for  them,  express  to  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  City  Council  our  grateftil  thanks  for  this  clear,  sagacious 
and  important  act  of  municipal  legislation. 

Besolvedf  That  we  clearly  recognize  the  magnitude  and  sacred  char- 
acter of  the  trust  committed  to  us  by  the  terms  of  the  ordinance ;  and 
in  accepting  it,  and  in  thanking  the  Council  for  the  confidence  reposed 
in  us,  we  would  pledge  ourselves  to  faithfulness  in  its  execution,  and 
that  we  will  make  the  provisions  of  the  ordinance  and  the  clearly  de- 
clared wishes  and  intentions  of  the  city's  benefactress,  our  constant 
guide  in*  the  administration  of  her  bounty. 

Hesolved,  That  while  we  regard  with  peculiar  interest  that  part  of 
the  bequest,  and  those  portions  of  the  ordinance  which  are  connected 
with  the  Free  Public  Library ;  and  while  we  look  upon  the  provision 
made  for  giving  increased  facilities  for  the  education  of  the  young,  as 
in  harmony  with  the  increase  and  difilision  of  knowledge  through  the 
agency  of  the  library ;  we  would  also  recognize  the  great  obligations 
our  city  is  under  for  the  bounty  that  has  aided  us  in  bringing  the  pure 
water  of  the  Acushnet  to  our  doors,  with  their  valuable  contributions 
to  the  sanitary  and  material  welfare  of  our  city. 

Hesolved,  That  we  are  gratified  at  the  action  of  the  Council,  by  which 
the  bounty  of  our  firiend  and  associate,  George  Howland,  Junior,  and 
our  deceased  friend,  Charles  W.  Morgan,  is  permanently  invested  and 
the  expenditure  of  its  income  made  subject  to  the  same  conditions  and 
restrictions  contained  in  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  bequest  of 
Sylvia  Ann  Howland. 
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We  shall  give  in  another  part  of  this  report,  the  other 
documents  which  were  ordered  of  record.  We  do  this 
that  there  may  be  found  in  this  report,  all  the  action  of 
your  body  and  our  own  in  connection  with  this  important 
subject.  Believing  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Council 
have  been  in  harmony  with  the  design  of  the  bequest,  and 
feeling  assured  that  the  duties  of  the  agency  with  which  we 
have  been  intrusted  has  been  true  to  the  letter  and  spirit 
of  these  proceedings,  and  in  the  highest  degree  beneficial 
to  the  institution  under  our  care,  we  have  deemed  it  due 
to  the  people  and  to  all  who  have  in  any  way  been  instru- 
mental in  bringing  about  this  most  satisfactory  result,  to 
bring  together  in  this  our  first  report  since  the  completion 
of  the  arrangements,  all  the  papers  necessary  for  a  full 
knowledge  and  understanding  of  the  subject.  We  shall 
present  you,  in  another  part  of  this  report,  a  statement 
showing  the  amount  which  has  been  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Trustees  under  the  operation  of  the  ordinance,  the 
amount  expended,  and  the  balance  in  the  treasury  still 
available  for  the  purposes  of  the  library. 

Wo  feel  much  satisfaction  in  laying  before  you  this 
account  of  the  stew^ardship  with  which  we  have  been  in- 
trusted, particularly  as  your  agents  in  the  execution  of 
the  trusts  on  behalf  of  the  library  which  have  been  com- 
mitted to  us.  We  give  you  the  title  and  cost  of  every 
book  we  have  purchased ;  and  we  feel  an  assurance  that 
no  one  can  be  found  to  question  the  accordancy  of  our 
action  with  the  principles  which  governed  the  enlightened 
testatrix  in  the  bestowment  of  her  bounty,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Council  in  providing  for  its  difi'usion. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Board,  a  Committee  was 
appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  erection,  in  some 
simple  and  permanent  form,  of  a  memorial  of  the  bounty 
which  has  so  greatly  benefited  the  inhabitants  of  our  city. 
The  Committee  have  made  their  report,  which  will  bo  found 
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in  the  appendix  to  this  commuuieation.     We  approve  of 
the  plan  and  the  inscription  which  they  recommend  for  the 
unexpensive  tablet  which  it  is  proposed  to  ph\ce  in  some 
prominent  position  in  our  Library  Building. 

INCREASE   OF   THE   LIBRARY   BOARD. 

We  are  gratified  to  learn  that  the  recommendation  of 
the  Board  In  its  last  report,  in  relation  to  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  Trustees,  has  been  favorably  regarded  by 
your  body,  and  that  it  is  probable  that  with  the  commence* 
ment  of  its  labors  the  next  year  it  will  have  the  benefit  of 
the  proposed  increase.  That  the  afiairs  of  our  favorite 
institution  have  been  wisely  and  zealously  managed,  its 
past  history  and  present  position  bear  ample  testimony. 
The  inhabitants  of  our  city  expect  that  there  shall  be  no 
relaxation  in  the  dcvotedness,  no  departure  from  the  saga- 
cious counsels  which  have  been  crowned  with  such  success. 
The  labor  and  the  responsibility  of  the  position  of  trustee 
are  greatly  increased ;  and  the  time  has  arrived  when  they 
should  be  shared  by  a  larger  number  of  our  qualified  and 
interested  citizens. 
• 

DONATIONS . 

Our  list  of  donations  will  show  you  that  we  have  con- 
tinued to  receive  from  our  friends,  old  and  new,  the 
evidences  of  their  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  the  Free 
Public  Library. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-fve  volumes  of  books,  Jive  hun- 
dred and  eighty-one  pamphlets,  and  many  newspapers, 
together  with  manuscripts,  maps,  etc.,  arc  seen  upon  the 
record  as  the  contributions  of  the  year.  All  these  {publi- 
cations are  valuable,  many  of  them  rare ;  and  we  would 
thus  publicly  convey  to  the  benefactors  of  the  library  our 
thanks  for  their  most  welcome  contributions. 
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From  these  sources  we  are  gradually  accumulating  the 
matter  which  gives  a  faithful  and  lively  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  the  past;  and  the  records  of  the  passing  day, 
which  will  give  to  coming  generations  the  "  form  and 
pressure  "  of  the  present. 

We  would  refer  you  to  the  papers  accompanying  this 
report  for  our  statements  with  regard  to  the  trust  funds  of 
the  institution,  and  other  valuable  documents  connected 
with  the  operations  of  the  year. 

AH  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


Geokgk  B.  Richmond, 
J.  WiNGATE  Frost, 
Charles  M.  Peirce,  Jr., 
George  Howxaxd,  Jr., 
George  F.  Kixgmax, 
James  B.  Coxgdox, 
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SYLVIA   ANN   HOWLAND   BEQUEST. 

ACTION    OF    THE    CITY    COUNCIL. 

The  Joiut  Special  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred 
that  part  of  the  address  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor  that 
related  to  the  bequests  of  the  late  Sylvia  Ann  Rowland  to 
the  city,  have  attended  to  the  duty  with  which  they  were 
charged,  and  respectfully  ask  leave  to  present  to  the  Coun- 
cil the  following 

REPORT. 

Id  the  year  one  Ihoasaud  eight  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  George 
Howland,  Junior,  made  a  donation  to  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  of  the  sum  of  one  thousand  six 
hundred  dollars ;  and  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty- 
five,  there  was  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  city,  the  sum  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars,  a  bequest  firom  the  late  Charles  W.  Morgan. 

George  Howland,  Junior,  in  the  communication  which  he  addressed 
to  the  City  Council,  upon  the  subject  of  his  donation,  clearly  sets  forth 
his  wishes  in  relation  to  the  expenditure  of  the  Income  of  the  fund 
given  by  him  to  the  city  for  the  purposes  of  the  library,  by  the  follow- 
ing declaration : 

"  The  class  of  books  I  would  propose  to  be  obtained  from  the  above 
source,  to  be  of  a  more  expensive  character,  embracing  some  of  the 
higher  works  of  art  and  science,  than  the  Trustees  would  feel  them- 
selves Justified  in  procuring  with  the  flinds  annually  set  apart  and 
placed  at  their  disposal  by  the  City  Government  for  the  enlargement  of 
the  library." 

In  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  donor  thus  clearly  expressed, 
the  sum  given  by  him  to  the  city  has  been  called  the 

GEORGE  ROWLAND,  JUNIOR,  FUND, 

and  has  by  that  title  been  entered  upon  the  books  of  the  city  treasury. 
.  The  sum  received  by  the  city  from  the  estate  of  the  late  Charles  W. 
Morgan,  has  always  been  regarded  by  the  City  Government  and  the 
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Trastees  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  as  a  fund  identical  in  character 
with  that  obtained  through  the  enlightened  liberality  of  George  How- 
land,  Jr. 

The  City  Council,  having  a  clear  apprehension  of  the  facts  and  cir- 
cumstances herein  set  forth,  and  desirous  to  fblfll  to  the  letter  and  to 
the  spirit  the  obligations  which  these  facts  and  circumstances  Imposed, 
has  ordered  that  the  sum  received  under  the  will  of  Charles  W.  Mor* 
gan  shall  be  entered  upon  the  books  of  the  City  Treasurer  as  the 

CHARLES  W.  MORGAN  FUND. 

In  order  that  the  purpose  and  design  of  these  gifts  to  the  city  may 
be  In  the  Aillest  manner  carried  Into  effect,  the  City  Council  has  ordered 
that  these  Ainds  should  bear  Interest  at  the  usual  rate,  and  that  semi- 
annually the  Interest  shall  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Trustees  of 
the  Free  Public  Library,  and  has,  In  that  order,  clearly  set  forth  Um 
duty  of  said  Trustees  in  the  expenditure  of  said  interest  or  Income,  to 
keep  clearly  In  view  the  character  of  the  funds,  and  the  conditions, 
expressed  and  Implied,  connected  with  their  possession  by  the  city. 

Sylvia  Ann  Howland,  late  of  this  city,  by  her  will,  dated  the  1st  day 
of  September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  made  to 
the  city  of  New  Bedford  the  munificent  bequest  of  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  as  set  forth  in  the  following  provisions  of  her  testament : 

"  Thirdly — I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and  I  direct  that  the  same  sum 
shall  be  paid  Into  the  treasury  of  the  city,  and  shall  be  used  and  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  City  Council,  towards  the  Introduc- 
tion of  water  into  the  city,  or  for  the  encouragement  otherwise  and 
more  general  Introduction  into  the  city  of  heavy  manufactures  which 
require  the  use  of  steam.  I  give  this  legacy  to  my  city,  because  1  be- 
lieve that  Its  prosperity  depends  much  upon  the  establishment  and 
encouragement  of  manufactures  within  the  city. 

**  Fourthly  —  I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  city  of  New  Bedford  the 
further  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  and  direct  that  this  sum 
shall  be  Invested  Judiciously,  under  the  direction  of  the  City  Council, 
and  the  income  therefrom  shall  be  expended  and  used  for  the  promo- 
tion and  support  within  the  city  of  liberal  education,  and  the  enlarge- 
ment, from  time  to  time,  of  our  Free  Public  Library." 

The  liberal  and  enlightened  testatrix  clearly  and  earnestly  declared, 
in  connection  with  the  expression  of  her  intent  to  bestow  this  rich 
gift  upon  her  native  city,  for  the  promotion  of  the  cause  of  education 
and  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  that  institution  so 
dear  to  the  hearts  of  our  people : 

*' That  she  desired  It  to  be  clearly  understood  that  In  the  bestow- 
ment  of  this  legacy,  she  had  In  view,  not  an  exemption  of  the  people 
from  any  part  of  the  assessments  which  were  required  to  sustain  oor 
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public  schools  and  public  library  in  accordance  witli  tho  pluns  and 
purposes  which  had  been  or  might  bo  considered  as  meeting  the  stand- 
ard properly  and  reasonably  required  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that 
the  ftinds  necessary  for  their  maintenance  are  derived  from  an  annual 
rate  upon  the  property  of  the  people ;  but  that  the  means  derived  ftom 
the  bequest  should  place  within  the  reach  of  the  inhabitants,  educa- 
tional opportunities  and  facilities  for  access  to  the  higher  and  more 
expensive  works  in  literature,  science  and  art,  which  arc  reasonably 
considered  as  beyond  the  reach  of  a  Judicious  expenditure  of  the  pub- 
lic appropriation." 

This  clearly  expressed  Interpretation  of  the  wishes  and  expectations 
of  the  testatrix,  should  be  regarded  as  constituting  an  important  con- 
dition of  the  bequest,  binding  upon  all  who  may  be  called  upon  to 
carry  these  provisions  Into  effect;  and  is  In  entire  harmony  with  the 
conditions  that  have  ever  been  considered  as  connected  with  the  former 
gifts  to  the  Library. 

In  accordance  with  these  statements  and  convictions  in  relation  to 
these  several  trusts,  we  have  prepared  the  ordinance  which  we  now 
present  to  the  Council  for  its  consideration.  The  Committee  feel  war- 
ranted in  stating  that  every  part  of  the  proposed  ordinance  has  been 
carefully  considered,  and  that  no  effort  has  been  spared  to  give  a  right 
direction  and  a  permanent  position  to  the  Ainds  which  hlive  been  placed 
under  the  control  of  the  city,  for  such  wise  and  beneficent  purposes. 

The  true  character  of  these  Ainds  has  been  the  guide  by  which  every 
provision  of  this  ordinance  has  been  arranged.  It  has  been  our  aim 
to  secure  through  all  time,  both  with  regard  to  the  investment'and  the 
disposition  of  the  Income  which  the  investment  shall  yield,  a  ftill, 
strict  and  unquestionable  compliance  with  the  Intent  of  the  honored 
individuals,  both  dead  and  living,  to  whom  we  are  Indebted  for  these 
important  agencies  for  mental  culture  and  moral  elevation. 

The  character  of  these  trusts  Is  sacred;  their  purpose  admits  of  no 
question ;  our  duty  with  regard  to  them  Is  to  secure  for  them,  through 
all  coming  time,  a  recognition  of  this  character  and  purpose. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

GEORGB  B.  RICHMOND,  Chairman. 


BEQUEST  OF  SYLVIA  ANN  ROWLAND. 

Extract   from   the  Inaugural  Address  of  His  Honor, 
George  B.  Richmond,  Mayor,  Januar}'  3d,  1870. 

It  is  well  known  to  you  and  our  fellow-citizens  that  Sylvia  Ann 
Howland,  late  of  this  city,  bequeathed  to  the  city  of  New  Bedford  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.    After  years  of  doubt  and  delay, 
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the  legal  Impediments  which  withheld  her  bounty  are  about  to  be  re* 
moved.  Of  the  simple  financial  aspect  of  It^  I  have  already  spoken. 
The  money  will,  as  I  have  reason  to  believe,  soon  be  received ;  and 
this  assurance  comes  to  us  at  a  time  when  a  feeling  somewhat  allied  to 
embarrassment  had  begun  to  connect  itself  with  our  fiscal  aflfkirs. 

I  feel,  gentlemen,  that  we  have  another  duty  to  perform.  Having 
received  this  munificent  gift,  with  gratitude  and  admiration  to  her  who 
has  willed  it,  it  is  our  duty  to  carry  out  her  wishes  to  the  ftiUest  ex- 
tent. Her  desire  for  the  introduction  of  the  water-works  has  been 
realized  by  us ;  and  her  gift  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  antici- 
pated ;  and  the  gift  will  be  ftilflUed  when  it  shall  be  applied  to  the 
liquidation  of  the  debt  they  have  created. 

The  conditions  connected  with  the  other  moiety  of  the  bequest  will 
call  for  great  care  and  much  thoughtftil  attention  on  the  part  of  the 
Council.  Here  and  at  all  times  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  this 
munificent  gift  was  not  given  that  we  might  thereby  make  a  trifling 
saving  in  our  annual  appropriations. 

The  cause  of  education  and  of  a  high  and  extended  intellectual  cul- 
ture, as  I  understand,  called,  in  her  view,  for  means  and  appliances 
beyond  those  which  it  has  been  usual  to  provide  for  in  the  annual 
appropriation.  This  sentiment,  so  enlightened  and  honorable,  I  under- 
stand, she  expressed  to  those  who  had  the  charge  of  giving  a  legal 
validity  to  her  wishes  with  regard  to  her  property. 

As  soon  as  circumstances  shall  call  for  action  on  your  part  in  relation 
to  these  bequests,  it  will  become  your  duty  to  give  a  rlghtftil  and  per- 
manent direction,  by  ordinance,  to  the  investment  of  the  Ainds  and  the 
application  of  their  Income. 

When  this  shall  be  done,  I  feel  it  will  be  your  pleasant  duty  to  have 
prepared,  in  some  simple,  expressive  and  enduring  form,  a  memorial  of 
this  act  of  enlightened  liberality. 


AN   ORDINANCE 

IN   RELATION   TO   THE   BEQUEST   OF   SYLVIA  ANN   HOWLAND. 

Skction  1.  Upon  the  payment  by  the  executor  or  administrator  of 
the  last  will  and  testament  of  Sylvia  Ann  Howland,  of  the  sum  which 
may  be  due  the  city  of  New  Bedford  under  said  will  and  testament, 
the  City  Treasurer  shall  receive  the  same  and  place  It  In  the  treasury; 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  give  a  receipt  therefbr, 
which  shall  bind  the  City  to  a  full  and  strict  compliance  with  the  con- 
ditions of  said  bequest. 
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Sect.  2.  A  credit  shall  be  entered  upon  the  books  of  the  City  Treas- 
ury of  one  half  the  amount  of  the  bequest  of  Sylvia  Ann  Howland  to 
the  City  of  New  Bedford,  "  for  the  support,  within  the  city,  of  Liberal 
Education,  and  the  enlargement  from  time  to  time  of  our  Free  Public 
Library,"  when  it  shall  be  received  by  the  Treasurer ;  and  this  credit, 
which  is  hereby  considered  and  declared  to  be  an  investment,  binding 
to  the  fullest  extent  upon  the  City,  shall  be  forever  designated  and 
known  as  the  Sylvia  Ann  Howland  Free  Public  Library  Fund. 

This  credit  is  hereby  declared  and  ordained  to  be,  and  shall  forever 
be  known  and  held  as  an  investment  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Free 
Public  Library  and  for  the  extension  of  its  sphere  of  usefulness,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  conditions  and  limitations  under  which  this  fUnd  has 
come  Into  the  possession  of  the  City. 

Sect.  3.  This  investment,  set  forth  in  the  preceding  section,  shall 
bear  Interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  and  upon  the 
first  days  of  January  and  July,  of  every  year,  the  City  Treasurer  shall 
compute  the  interest  as  aforesaid  upon  the  investment  thus  made  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Free  Public  Library.  And  a  statement  of  this  com- 
putation in  detail,  shall  be  prepared  by  the  City  Treasurer,  and  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library.  The  amount 
of  the  interest  thus  found  to  have  accrued,  shall  be  placed  upon  the 
books  of  the  City  Treasury  to  the  credit  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free 
Public  Library. 

Sect.  4.  The  fUnds  thus  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Trustees  of 
the  Free  Public  Library  shall  be  expended  by  them  strictly  in  accord- 
ance with  the  object  and  intent  of  the  donor  fVom  whom  the  fUnd  was 
derived. 

In  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  a 
statement  In  detail  shall  be  made  of  the  outlay  authorized  by  that  body 
from  the  Income  fund  thus  placed  at  their  disposal ;  and  the  vouchers 
of  such  expenditure  shall  be  exhibited  whenever  called  for  by  the  City 
Council  or  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Accounts  of  that  body. 

Sect.  5.  A  credit  shall  be  entered  upon  the  books  of  the  City 
Treasury,  of  one  half  of  the  amount  of  the  bequest  of  Sylvia  Ann 
Howland,  to  the  City  of  New  Bedford  **for  the  support,  within  the 
City,  of  Liberal  Education,  and  the  enlargement,  ftom  time  to  time,  of 
the  Free  Public  Library,"  when  it  shall  be  received  by  the  Treasurer, 
and  this  credit,  which  is  hereby  considered,  declared  and  ordained  to 
be  an  investment  binding  to  the  ftiUest  extent  to  the  City,  shall  be  for- 
ever designated  and  known  as  the  Sylvia  Ann  Howland  Educational 
Fund. 

This  credit.  Is  hereby  declared  and  ordained  to  be,  and  shall  be  fur- 
ever  known  and  held  as  an  investment  for  the  promotion  and  support, 
within  the  City  of  New  Bedford,  of  Liberal  Education,  In  accordance 
with  the  conditions  and  limitations  under  which  this  fund  has  come  in 
possession  of  the  City. 
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Sect.  6.  The  InvestmeDt  set  forth  in  the  preceding  section  shall 
bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  and  upon  the 
first  days  of  January  and  July  of  every  year,  the  City  Treasurer  shall 
compute  the  interest  as  aforesaid,  upon  this  investment,  thos  made 
for  the  '*  promotion  and  support  within  the  City  of  Liberal  Educatioo." 
A  statement  of  this  computation  in  detail,  shall  be  prepared  by  the 
City  Treasurer  and  forthwith  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee of  the  city.  The  amount  of  the  interest  thus  found  to  have 
accrued  fh>m  this  ftind,  shall  be  placed  upon  the  books  of  the  City 
Treasury  to  the  credit  of  the  New  Bedford  School  Committee. 

Sect.  7.  The  funds  thus  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  New  Bedford 
School  Committee,  shall  be  expended  by  that  body  strictly  in  accord- 
ance with  the  purpose  and  intent  of  her  by  whose  bequest  the  f^nd  has 
come  into  the  possession  of  the  City. 

In  the  Annual  Report  of  the  School  Committee,  there  shall  be  made 
a  statement  in  detail  of  the  outlay  authorized  by  that  body  fkt>ro  the 
income  fUnd  thus  placed  at  its  disposal ;  and  thevouchers  for  any  such 
expenditure  shall  be  exhibited  whenever  called  for  by  the  City  Council 
or  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Accounts  of  that  body. 

Skct.  8.  The  School  Committee,  and  the  Trustees  of  the  Free 
Public  Library,  may  make  such  regulations  for  the  discharge  of  their 
respective  duties  under  this  Ordinance  as  they  may  deem  expedient, 
not  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  or  the  Ordinances 
of  the  City ;  which  regulations  shall  be  reported  to  the  City  Council, 
and  may  be  changed  or  abrogated  at  its  pleasure.  Provided,  however, 
that  no  payment  shall  be  made  from  either  of  the  income  ftinds  estab- 
lished and  provided  for  by  this  Ordinance,  unless  said  expenditure 
shall  have  been  authorized  by  a  vote  at  a  legal  meeting  of  the  School 
Committee  or  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library  respectively  i 
a  majority  of  the  members  of  each  body  being  present  and  voting  in 
the  affirmative;  —  and  provided,  farther,  that  no  authorisation,  as 
aforesaid,  nor  any  act  of  either  of  the  bodies  last  named,  shall  allow 
the  application  of  any  part  of  the  income  fk-om  the  Educational  or  the 
Library  Funds  hereby  established  to  supply  any  deficiency  which  may 
at  any  time  exist  in  the  appropriations  of  the  City  for  the  ordinary 
purposes  of  the  Public  Schools  or  the  Free  Public  Library;  or  for  any 
purpose,  temporary  or  permanent,  which  is  not  clearly  in  accordance 
with  the  original  design  and  Intent  for  which  the  said  Educational  and 
Library  Funds  were  established. 

Sect.  9.  All  payments  on  account  of  either  of  these  ftinds  shall  bti 
made  upon  the  order  of  the  Chairman  of  the  School  Committee  fbr  the 
Education  Fund ;  and  upon  the  order  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  for  the  Library  Fund,  drawn 
upon  the  Treasurer  of  the  City ;  such  order  to  have  attached  thereto  a 
schedule  of  the  several  demands  Included  therein,  with  the  amount 
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and  character  of  each.  Said  schedule  shall  contain  also  a  certificate  of 
the  Secretary  or  Clerk  of  the  Board,  that  all  the  demands  contained 
therein  have  been  authorized  in  the  manner  require  in  the  eighth  sec- 
tion of  this  Ordinance ;  and  no  order  drawn  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  this  section  shall  be  approved  by  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Accounts  of  the  City  Council,  unless  there  shall  be 
attached  thereto  a  schedule  as  herein  provided;  and  no  such  order 
shall  be  paid  by  the  City  Treasurer  until  the  same  has  been  approved 
by  said  Committee  in  the  usual  manner,  and  a  warrant  drawn  by  the 
Mayor  therefor. 

Sect.  10.  Provisions  shall  be  made  in  the  order  at  the  annual  City 
appropriations,  for  the  Interest  that  may  accrue  and  be  allowed  upon 
these  several  Ainds  under  this  Ordinance,  and  the  amount  appropriated 
shall  be  included  in  the  item  of  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  the 
principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt. 

Sbct.  11.  The  sum  which  may^be  received  by  the  City  Treasurer* 
under  the  will  of  Sylvia  Ann  Howland,  as  a  legacy  <*  towards  the  intro- 
duction of  water,"  and  the  sum  which  may  be  received  by  him  under 
said  will  as  a  legacy  '*  for  the  promotion  and  support  within  the  City 
of  liberal  education  and  the  enlargement  of  the  Free  Public  Library," 
shall  be  applied  by  him  to  meet  the  special  appropriations  for  the  New 
Bedford  Water  Works,  made  by  the  City  Council  during  the  year  18G9, 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  said  will  and  the  arrangement  for 
investment  to  the  Educational  Fund  and  the  Library  Fund  contained  in 
this  Ordinance;  and  any  farther  sums  which  may  1)e  received  by  the 
City  Treasurer  f^om  the  same  source  by  way  of  income  or  interest 
shall  be  disposed  of  by  him  as  follows : 

The  income  or  interest  upon  the  water  legacy  shall  be  applied  to  the 
payment  of  the  interest  upon  the  Water  Bonds  issued  by  the  City,  after 
deducting  thereft'om  a  sum  sufilclent  to  make  the  whole  amount  placed 
to  the  credit  of  the  Water  appropriations  for  1869,  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars;  and  the  income  or  interest  upon  the  other  legacy  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  shall  ^be  equally  divided,  and  one  half  shall 
be  placed  upon  the  books  of  the  City  Treasurer  to  the  credit  of  the 
New  Bedford  School  Committee,  and  the  other  half  to  the  credit  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library;  it  being  understood  that  the 
sums  by  this  section  placed  to  the  credit  of  said  Committee  and  said 
Trustees  respectively,  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  conditions,  limitations 
and  restrictions  contained  in  this  Ordinance  in  relation  to  the  expendi* 
tures  of  the  income  of  the  investmentSi  herein  provided  for,  of  the 
bequest  contained  in  said  will. 

Passed  March  80,  1871. 


AN  ORDINANCE 

IN     RELATION    TO    THE    DONATION    OF    GEORGE    HOWLAND, 
JUNIOR,    AND   THE   BEQUEST   OF   CHARLES   W.    MORGAN. 

Section  1.  The  ftinds  in  the  City  Treasury,  derived  firom  the  dona- 
tion of  George  Howland,  Janior,  shall  there  continue,  and  shall  be 
designated  the 

GROBQB  HOWLAND,  JUNIOR,  FUND. 

And  the  ftinds  in  the  City  Treasury,  derived  firom  the  bequest  of 
Charles  W.  Morgan,  shall  there  continue,  and  shall  be  designated  the 

CHARLES  W.  MORGAN  FUND. 

Sect.  2.  The  tAird,  fourth,  eighth,  ninth  and  tenth  sections  of  the 
ordinance  entitled  *'  An  Ordinance  in  relation  to  the  bequest  of  Sylvia 
Ann  Howland,"  as  far  as  they  relate  to  the  income  of  the  Sylvia  Ann 
Howland  Free  Public  Library  Fund,  shall  be  applicable  to  the  Income 
of  the  ftinds  designated  in  the  foregoing  section,  as  fblly  as  if  the  same 
were  herein  ftilly  set  forth. 

Passed  March  80,  1871. 


STATEMENT 

OF  THE  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  THE  FREE  PUBLIC 

LIBRARY,  FROM  THE  BOOKS  OF  THE  CITY  TREASURER. 

Or. 
1871. 
Sd    mo.  1.    Balance  to  the  credit  of  the  account,  $78.48 

4th  mo.  8.  Received  of  £.  D.  Mandell,  administrator, 
on  account  of  income  on  the  bequest  of 
Sylvia  Ann  Howland— i  of  $25,000,  12,500.00 

7th  mo.  1.    Interest  for  3  months  on  the  S.  A.  H.  Free 

Public  Library  Fund,  675.00 

Interest  for  6  months  on  the  G.  Howland, 

Jr.  Fund,  48.00 

Interest  for  6  months  on  the  C.  W.  Mor- 
gan Fund,  80.00 
1872. 
1st  mo.  2.    Interest  for  6  months  on  the  S.  A.  H.  Fund,               1,850.00  , 
Interest  for  6  months  on  the  G.  Howland, 

Jr.,  Fund,  48.00 

Interest  for  6  months  on  the  C.  W.  Mor- 
gan Fund,  30.00 
Amount  of  £.  D.  Mandell,  administrator, 
being  one  ha)f  the  balance  of  **  income  *' 
on  Sylvia  Ann  Howland's  bequest,  on 
final  settlement,                                                         2,846.67 


$17,106.10 
Dr. 
1871. 
9th  mo.   6.    Order  of  the  President  of  the  Board 

of  Trustees,  $5,471.35 

12th  mo.  12.    Order  of  the  President  of  the  Board 

of  Trustees,  442.65 

1872. 
1st  mo.    2.    Balance  in  the  Treasury,  11,192.10  $17,106.10 

JAMES  B.  CONGDON,  City  Treasurer. 

City  of  New  Brdford,  > 

Treasurer's  Office,  1st,  mo.  2,  1872.  > 


GEORGE   HO^VLAND,   JUNIOR,   FUND. 

The  Amount  of  this  fund  is  $1,600.00 

1871. 
1st  mo.  1.    6  months'  interest,  $48.00 

7th  mo.  1.    6  mouths'  interest,  48.00 

1872. 
1st  mo.  2.    6  months'  interest,  48.00         $144.00 

Paid  part  of  Scribner,  Welford  &  Co.'s  bUl,  $145.00 
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CHABLE8  W.   MORGAN  FUND. 

The  amount  of  this  fbnd  is  $1,000.00 

1871. 
1st  mo.  1.    6  months'  interest,  $30.00 

7th  mo.  1.    6  moDtlis'  interest,  30.00 

1372. 
Ist  mo.  2.    6  months'  interest,  30.00  f90.00 

Paid  for  a  part  of  D.  Van  Nostrand's  biil,  f  100.00 


SYLVIA   ANN   HOWLAND  FREE   PUBLIC  LIBRARY   FUND. 

The  amount  of  this  ftind  is  now  $50,000.00 

1871. 
7th  mo.  1.    3  months'  Interest  on  $45,000,  $675.00 

1872. < 
1st  mo.  2.    6  months' interest  on  $45,000,  1,350.00  $2,025.00 

This  amount  to  the  credit  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

[NoTE.~Thi8  fund  was  increased  $5,000, 1  mo.  2, 1872,  by  the  payment  of  the  bal* 
a&ce  of  the  bequest,  by  £.  D.  Mandell,  adiaiinistrator.] 


SYLVIA   ANN   ROWLAND'S   BEQUEST. 

INCOME  ACCOUNT. 
1871. 

4th  mo.  3.  Received  of  £.  D.  Mandell,  ad- 
ministrator, on  account  of  in- 
come from  ftinds  in  his  hands, 
amount  received,  $25,000.00 

i  to  Educational  Fund,  12,500.00      $12,500.00 

1872. 
1st  mo.  2.    Received  of  E.  D.  Mandell,  admin- 
istrator, balance  of  income  as 
above,  $4,693.33 

i  to  Educational  Fund,  2,346.66        $8,846.67 


$14,846.67 
This  amount  to  the  credit  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  LIbmy. 
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SYLVIA   ANN   HOWLAND   INCOME   FUNDS. 


RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 


iDcome  from  Library  Fund, 
Income  paid  by  administrator, 

Paid  for  sundry  bills  of  books,  as  follows : 

Bills  of  William  H.  Piper  &  Co., 

Bill  of  A.  L.  Luyster, 

Part  of  bill  of  D.  Van  Nostrand, 

Part  of  bill  of  Scribner,  Welford  &  Co., 

Bill  of  A.  L.  Luyster, 

Balance  unexpended, 


$2,025.00 
14,846.67 


3979.50 
541.98 
484.86 

3.220.01 
442.65 


$16,871.67 


$5,669.00 
$11,202.67 


BALANCE   STATEMENT. 

Amount  to  the  credit  of  the  Sylvia  Ann  Rowland 

Library  Fund, 
Overpaid  on  income  of  G.  Howland,  Jr.,  Fond, 
Overpaid  on  Income  of  C.  W.  Morgan  Fund, 


$1.00 
10.00 


Add  unexpended  balance  on  last  year's  account, 
Balance  unexpended  as  per  City  Treasurer's  Account, 


$11,202.67 

11.00 

$11,191.67 
.43 

$11,192.10 


JAMES  B.  CONGDON,  Clerk  Board  Trustees. 


City  of  New  Bedford, 
Office  of  Trustees  Free  Public  Library,  1st  mo.  5, 1872. 


REPORT 

OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  THE 
FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY,  ON  THE  APPLICATION  OF  THE 
YOUNG   men's   NATURAL   HISTORY   SOCIETY. 

The  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  whom  was  referred  a 
coromonication  bearing  date  Jane  22,  1871,  of  a  Committee  of  the 
Young  Men's  Natural  History  Society,  on  the  subject  of  the  Collections 
of  said  Society,  ask  leave  respectfully  to  report. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  communication : 

**New  Bedford,  June  22,  1871. 
"  To  the  Trusteee  of  the  Free  Public  Library  : 

"  Gbntlkmen,  —  At  a  meeting  of  the  Young  Men*s  Natural  History 
Society,  held  Wednesday  evening,  June  21,  1871,  it  was 

*'  Voted,  *  That  the  Museum  of  the  Young  Men's  Natural  History 
Society  be  offered  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  under  the  same 
conditions  which  we  made  to  the  City  Government.' 

**  In  pursuance  of  this  vote,  we  the  undersigned,  a  Committee  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose,  asis  you  to  accept  of  the  Museum  with  these 
conditions  only : 

**  Yon  to  keep  the  Museum  in  some  suitable  place,  where  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Young  Men's  Natural  History  Society  can  have  firee  access 
to  it ;  and 

**  To  have  it  open  ftee  to  the  public  as  often  as  once  a  week. 

**We  will  continue  to  make  additions  to  the  Museum  as  in  j-ears 
past. 

**  Notwithstanding  the  editorials  which  have  been  published  in  the 
daily  papers,  we  still  consider  the  Museum  a  valuable  one,  and  are  de- 
sirous of  retaining  it  in  our  city. 

**  It  has  grown  so  large  that  we  are  unable  to  handle  it  without  help, 
and  this  is  our  only  reason  for  wishing  to  dispose  of  it. 

**  We  value  the  collection  at  Jive  thousand  dollars,  and  we  have  it  in- 
sured for  two  thousand  dollars. 

**  Hoping  to  have  a  favorable  answer  from  you  at  your  earliest  con- 
convenience,  we  remain 

**  Yours  very  respectfully, 

"Luther  G.  Hewixs,  Jr., 
James  C.  Briggs,  ^Committee.** 

E.  V.  McLeod, 
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The  Committee  to  whom  this  commauication  was  addressed,  gave 
immediate  attention  to  the  subject  referred  to  them. 

To  enable  the  committee  the  better  to  Judge  as  to  the  character,  ex- 
tent and  value  of  the  collection,  the  hall  in  which  it  is  now  kept  was 
visited,  in  company  with  two  of  the  young  gentlemen  whose  names  are 
attached  to  the  communication.  Although  not  prepared  to  form  an 
opinion  as  to  the  exact  position  which  it  holds  as  a  natural  history 
collection,  in  comparison  with  such  collections  in  other  parts  of  our 
country,  or  to  ilx  upon  it  a  money  value,  as  such  collections  are  gen- 
erally appraised,  the  Committee  found  a  large  number  of  valuable  spec- 
imens in  the  various  branches  of  natural  history,  carefully  classified 
and  neatly  arranged. 

Whatever  may  be  its  defects  as  a  coljiection  calculated  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  student  in  that  branch  of  the  domain  of  knowledge,  it  is 
evident  that  what  has  been  gathered  and  arranged  is  in  the  right  direc- 
tion, and  that  a  foundation  has  been  laid  of  the  right  kind  of  material 
for  assisting  the  student  in  this  delightful  branch  ,of  knowledge,  and 
for  building  up  a  collection  which  shall  meet  the  wants  of  the  most 
advanced  inquirers  into  the  secrets  of  nature. 

We  mean  these  remarks  to  apply  strictly  to  the  specimens  in  natural 
history. 

There  are  a  large  number  of  articles  in  the  Museum,  many  of  them 
rare  and  valuable,  and  all  worth  preserving,  which  have  no  immediate 
connection  with  the  pursuit  of  this  branch  of  knowledge. 

All  that  we  need  to  say  of  these  is,  that  they  serve  to  increase  the 
interest  in  the  general  visitor  to  the  Natural  History  Room ;  that  they 
are  arranged  in  perfect  taste ;  and  that  as  far  as  they  are  of  a  character 
to  illustrate  the  manners  and  customs  of  other  nations,  they  may  be 
considered  as  having  an  educational  value.  Some  of  them  have  a  value 
in  the  estimation  of  the  local  antiquary,  as  illustrating  the  history  of 
our  own  municipality. 

The  committee  are  unanimous  in  the  opinion  that  this  collection  of 
curiosities  and  specimens  in  natural  history  is,  in  any  light  in  which 
it  may  be  viewed,  a  valuable  one,  and  that  it  is  very  desirable  that  it 
should  be  retained  among  us,  and  so  placed  that  the  student  may  be 
assisted  by  Its  specimens,  and  the  public  at  large  gratified  by  having 
access  to  the  many  interesting  objects  which  it  contains. 

Thus  far  the  subject  has  no  dlfilculties.  It  is  an  easy  matter  to  state 
that  here  is  a  fine  collection,  a  valuable  collection,  and  a  collection 
which  it  is  very  desirable  to  retain  in  our  city. 

The  question  is  How  can  it  be  retained  ? 

Those  who  now  hold  it,  by  whose  labors  it  has  been  gathered,  and 
for  whose  benefit  as  students  of  natural  history  it  is  primarily  in- 
tended, tell  US  in  the  communication  before  us  that  they  cannot  hold  It 
longer.    Their  statement  is  that  it  has  grown  so  large  that  they  are 
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QQable  to  handle  it  withoot  help.  In  their  interview  with  the  Com- 
mittee, through  the  young  men  who  had  been  commissioned  to  commo- 
nicat«  with  the  Trustees,  they  have  shown  us  most  clearly  that  it  Is 
utterly  out  of  their  power  to  meet  the  expenditure  demanded  to  keep 
the  collection  together,  and  in  such  a  condition  as  to  allow  of  its  use 
by  the  members  and  of  its  exhibition  to  the  public.  If  kept  together, 
and  so  arranged  as  to  answer  the  end  of  its  collection,  it  must  be  by 
individuals  or  associations  of  greater  resources  than  the  members  of 
the  Young  Men*s  Natural  History  Society. 

It  is  well  known  to  the  Board,  that  various  means  have  been  resorted 
to,  hitherto,  without  success,  to  secure  on  the  part  of  the  Society  the 
means  of  meeting  the  necessary  expenditures. 

An  effort  was  made,  and  for  a  time  it  was  successful,  to  obtain  the 
help  of  individuals  not  members.  These  subscribers  have  gradually 
fallen  away  so  that  this  source  of  supply  has  failed. 

An  application  was  made  to  the  city  for  the  necessary  aid  firom  the 
city  treasury.  This  application  was  not  successful ;  the  refusal  of  the 
City  Council  being  based  upon  the  ground  that  it  was  not  within  its 
province  to  make  appropriations  of  such  a  character. 

Another  effort  was  made  to  obtain  the  necessary  help  through  a  con- 
tribution from  that  part  of  the  income  of  the  Howland  fund  that  was 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  School  Committee. 

This  proposition  did  not  succeed ;  the  School  Committee  taking  the 
ground  that  neither  by  the  will  of  Sylvia  Ann  Howland  nor  by  the  Or- 
dinance of  the  City,  could  they  devote  any  portion  of  this  inconde  to 
the  purposes  of  sustaining  the  Young  Men*s  Natural  History  Society. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  City  Council,  by  a  concurrent 
vote,  recommended  to  the  School  Committee  to  make  the  appropria- 
tion asked  for  by  the  Society. 

The  subject  has  now  been  brought  before  this  Board  by  the  commu- 
nication of  the  Committee  of  the  Young  Men*s  Natural  History  Society 
which  was  received  at  our  last  meeting,  referred,  and  upon  which  this 
report  is  Introduced. 

Two  questions  are  prominent  In  the  Inquiry  as  the  subject  now 
stands  before  this  body. 

Is  It  In  the  power  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  Itom 
any  fUnds  which  are  under  their  control,  to  aid  the  Young  Men's  Nat- 
ural History  Society  in  the  manner  proposed? 

If  it  is  in  our  power  legally  to  do  this,  is  the  object  to  be  attained 
one  that  commends  itself  to  our  judgment  as  within  the  scope  of  the 
plan  of  the  Free  Public  Library  ? 

We  come  to  the  consideration  of  this  subject  with  two  fkcts  of  im- 
portance connected  with  it. 

First,  The  City  Council  have,  by  a  very  decided  vote,  expressed 
their  desire  that  this  Society  should  be  sustained. 
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Second.  The  New  Bedford  School  Committee  have,  with  great  una- 
Dimity,  declared  that  to  grant  this  relief  does  Dot  come  within  the 
ranj^e  of  the  authority  vested  in  that  body. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  any  action  of  this  body,  clearly  in  accord- 
ance with  the  proceedings  of  the  City  Council  in  relation  to  this 
request,  would  meet  with  the  sanction  of  that  body. 

But  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Board  to  act  upon  its  owd  couvictioDS  of 
what  is  required  of  us  by  the  laws,  the  ordluances  of  the  city,  and  the 
conditions  set  forth  in  the  donations  whose  income  has  been  placed  in 
our  charge. 

There  are,  connected  with  our  position  as  Trustees  of  the  Free  Pub- 
lic Library,  duties  and  obligations  of  the  gravest  character,  and  it 
becomes  us  on  this  and  on  all  occasions,  clearly  to  recognize  and  faith- 
fully to  meet  them. 

It  is  allowed  to  us,  however,  to  take  a  comprehensive  view  of  the 
field  of  labor  which  we  occupy,  and  to  interpret  its  duties  and  obliga- 
tions by  a  liberal  construction  of  these  directions  which  it  is  our  duty 
to  observe. 

The  Free  Public  Library  is  a  great  educational  institution.  In  all 
our  reports  we  have  held  it  up  before  the  public  as  the  complement  of 
our  free  public  school  system.  The  principal  purpose  of  its  establish- 
ment is,  certainly,  to  collect  a  library  and  provide  for  the  circulation 
of  our  books ;  but  books  are  not  the  only  instrumentalities  for  the  edu- 
cation of  the  people,  and  it  is  clear  that  anything  that  adds  to  the 
ability  of  the  books  to  communicate  instruction,  comes  clearly  within 
the  province  of  our  trusteeship  and  the  purpose  for  which  the  library 
was  established.  Maps,  charts,  pictures,  statues,  plans,  specimens  of 
natural  history,  all  aid  to  give  life  and  power  to  the  information  con- 
tained in  books,  and  greatly  to  add  to  their  value. 

We  have  in  our  library,  a  large  number  of  the  most  valuable  works 
In  natural  history  ever  published,  and  we  expect  to  go  on  increasing 
the  number  of  books  in  this  most  interesting  and  valuable  branch  of 
knowledge. 

Suppose  we  had  the  text  only  of  Audubon's  celebrated  works,  would 
it  not  be  a  valuable  acquisition  to  have  placed  within  the  reach  of  the 
student  and  the  general  reader,  a  preserved  specimen  of  every  bird  and 
every  beast  described  by  him? 

Enough  has  been  said  to  give  a  general  idea  of  this  subject.  The 
Committee  are  aware  that  there  must  be  a  limit  set  to  this  method  of 
proceeding;  and  they  do  not  wish  even  to  be  too  positive  in  the 
opinion  that  the  collection  of  the  Young  Men's  Natural  History  Society 
would  come  within  the  range  of  the  principle. 

The  Committee  are  not  prepared  to  make  any  specific  proposition  at ' 
this  time.    It  has  seemed  enough  for  them  to  state  the  general  princi- 
ples, and  the  principal  facts  connected  with  the  request  of  the  Young 
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Men's  Natural  History  Society,  and  leave  it  for  the  Board  to  decide,  in 
view  of  all  the  facts  before  us,  and  in  view  of  the  important  obligm- 
tlons  which  are  resting  upon  us,  what  course  it  is  onr  duty  to  take. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

JAMES  B.  CONGDON. 
Nbw  Bkdford,  7th  mo.  1,  1871. 


BILL  OF  SALE 

OF   THE   MUSEUM   OF   THE   YOUNG   MEN'S  NATURAL   HISTORY 
SOCIETY   TO   THE    CITY   OF   NEW   BEDFORD. 

WheretL^t  The  Young  Men's  Natural  History  Society  of  New  Bedford, 
a  body  corporate  under  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts, in  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  is  the  holder  and  possessor  of  a  Col- 
lection or  Museum,  consisting  of  specimens  in  Natural  History  and 
other  rare  and  valuable  articles ;  and 

Whereas,  An  arrangement  has  been  made  for  a  sale  and  conveyance 
of  said  Museum  or  Collection  to  said  city  of  New  Bedford : 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  that  the 
Young  Men's  Natural  History  Society  of  New  Bedford,  in  consideration 
of  one  dollar  paid  to  them  by  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  the  receipt 
whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  and  for  divers  other  good  and  valid 
considerations,  does  hereby  give,  grant,  sell,  convey,  transfer  and  assign 
unto  said  city  of  New  Bedford,  for  the  purposes  of  the  Free  Public 
Library,  all  the  articles  contained  in  said  Museum  or  Collection  as  they 
now  may  be  found  in  the  room  in  the  building  in  said  New  Bedford, 
called  CummiDgs  Block,  which  room  has  been  hired  and  prepared  fbr 
tills  purpose,  hereby  intending  to  convey  to  said  city,  all  the  specimens 
in  natural  history,  such  as  minerals  and  zoological  preparations,  and 
all  works  of  art,  together  with  all  the  fixtures,  shelves,  cases,  drawers, 
and  all  other  articles  used  for  the  classification  and  arrangement  of 
the  said  Collection  or  Museum ;  and  all  the  stoves,  gas  fixtures,  and  all 
other  articles  belonging  thereto  or  used  in  connection  therewith,  or 
with  the  use  and  occupancy  of  the  room  in  which  it  and  they  are  con- 
tained ;  it  being  understood  that  there  is  conveyed  to  said  city  of  Hew 
Bedford  by  this  bill  of  sale,  all  the  property  of  the  said  Tonng  Men's 
Natural  History  Society  contained  in  said  Museum  or  Collection  in  tlie 
room  in  which  it  is  now  situated,  and  fbrther  understood,  that  all  tlw 
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specimens,  preparations,  works  of  art,  &c.,  which  constitute  said  Ma- 
seam,  and  all  the  ftirnitare,  stoves,  fiztares,  &c.,  are  the  property  of 
said  Society. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  Yoaug  Men's  Natural  History  Society, 
by  Luther  G.  He  wins,  Jr.,  James  C.  Briggs,  and  £.  Y.  McLeod,  a  Com- 
mittee duly  authorized  by  a  vote  of  said  corporation  for  that  purpose, 
have  hereunto  set  their  hands  and  the  seal  of  the  said  ^corporation,  this 
24th  day  of  July,  1871. 

New  Bedford  Youxg  Men's  Natural  History  Society, 

By  L.  G.  Hewins,  Jr. 
Jamrs  C.  Briggs. 
E.  V.  McLkod. 


AGREEMENT. 

Whereas,  The  members  of  the  Young  Men's  Natural  History  Society 
of  New  Bedford,  have  this  day  conveyed  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Free 
Public  Library  for  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  the  Museum  or  Collection 
of  Natural  History  and  other  valuable  articles,  collected,  held,  and 
owned  by  them,  as  by  their  bill  of  sale  of  this  date ;  and 

Whereas,  It  is  the  purpose  and  intent  of  the  parties  to  this  convey- 
ance, that  the  said  Museum  or  Collection  shall  be  kept,  preserved  and 
enlarged  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  the  members  of  said  Society  and  of 
the  inhabitants  of  said  city  of  New  Bedford,  and  for  the  promotion  of 
an  interest  in  the  subject  of  Natural  History,  generally,  in  said  city : 

Therefore,  we  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  George  How- 
land,  Jr.,  J.  Wingate  Frost,  and  James  B.  Congdon,  a  Committee  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  representing  said  Trustees  and 
the  inhabitants  of  said  City,  and  Luther  G.  Hewins,  Jr.,  James  C. 
Briggs,  and  E.  Y.  McLeod,  a  Committee  of  the  Young  Men's  Natural 
Hi.stoi*y  Society,  representing  the  members  of  said  Society,  both  said 
Committees  being  authorized  hereto,  do  agree  as  follows : 

The  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library  do  agree,  that  the  Museum 
or  Collection  purchased  by  them  for  the  City  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  kept 
In  a  place  convenient  for  its  arrangement,  increase,  preservation,  and 
exhibition ;  that  it  shall  be  at  all  proper  times  accessible  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Young  Men's  Natural  History  Society  for  such  use  thereof 
as  will  enable  them  to  avail  of  its  contents  for  the  purposes  of  study 
and  for  making  additions  thereto ;  that  once  a  week,  upon  such  day 
and  at  such  time  of  the  day  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  the  room  or  rooms 
containing  the  Collection  shall  be  opened  to  the  public  under  such  reg- 
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ulations  as  may  be  required  for  the  comfort  and  cooTeDience  of  the 
visitors  and  the  preservation  and  safety  of  the  articles  contained  in  it; 
that  it  shall  be,  on  the  day  it  may  be  thus  opened  to  visitors,  properly 
warmed  and  lighted ;  and  that  all  the  expenses  attending  the  provision 
of  a  suitable  room,  for  warming  and  lighting  the  same,  and  for  soch 
care  thereof  as  shall  be  required  for  keeping  it  clean,  shall  be  paid  by 
the  said  city  of  New  Bedford. 

The  Committee  of  the  Young  Men's  Natural  History  Society  do 
agree,  that  the  members  thereof  shall  continue  to  pursue  the  study  of 
natural  history  as  heretofore ;  that  all  the  care  and  labor  necessary 
for  the  arrangement,  preservation  and  increase  of  the  said  Collection 
shall  be  bestowed  by  them ;  that  they  shall  be  diligent  in  the  work  of 
increasing  the  natural  history  specimens  of  the  Collection  and  adding 
thereto  all  such  articles  as  may  be  calculated  to  increase  its  value  and 
interest ;  and  that  said  City  shall  not  be  called  upon  to  pay  for  any 
expenditures  but  such  as  are  specifically  set  forth  and  agreed  to  on  the 
part  of  the  Trustees  as  above,  unless  the  City  Council  or  the  Trustees 
of  the  Free  Public  Library  shall  authorize  an  expenditure  for  other 
purposes. 

Witness  the  signatures  of  the  parties  above  named,  this  24th  day  of 
July,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-one. 

L.  G.  Hewins,  Jr.,  ^     Committee  of  the 
Jamrs  C.  Briggs,    >  Young  Men's  Natural 
E.  V.  McLeod,        3      History  Society. 

George  Howland,  Jr.,  ^     Committee  of  the 
James  B.  Congdon,        >  Trustees  of  the  Free 
J.  WiNGATE  Frost,        )       Public  Library. 
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FREE    PUBLIC    LIBRARY, 


KULE8   AND   REGULATIONS. 


Organization  and  Duties  of  the  Board  of  Trueteee. 

ARTICLE  I. 

Sect.  1.  The  Mayor  of  the  city  shall  be  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees. 

Sect.  2.  When  he  shall  be  absent  a  presiding  oflScer  shall  be  chosen 
for  the  meeting,  who  for  such  meeting  shall  exercise  all  the  authority 
of  the  President. 

Sect.  S.  The  Clerk  shall  preside  pending  such  choice. 

Sect.  4.  When  President  and  Clerk  shall  both  be  absent,  any  mem- 
ber may  call  the  meeting  to  order  and  preside  at  the  choice  of  a  Presi- 
dent pro  tempore, 

ARTICLE  IL 

Sect.  1.  The  Board  shall  have  four  Standing  Committees,  to  wit : 

On  the  Library,  to  consist  of  four  members,  of  whom  the  President 
shall  be  one  and  its  Chairman. 

On  the  Building,  to  consist  of  two  members. 

On  Binding  and  Blanks,  to  consist  of  two  members. 

On  the  Museum,  to  consist  of  three  members. 

These  Committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President  at  the  first 
meeting  In  the  year,  unless  a  vote  shall  be  passed  for  their  election 
by  the  Board.  If  not  then  appointed  or  chosen,  it  can  be  done  at  any 
subsequent  meeting. 

Sect.  2.  Vacancies  in  any  Standing  Committee  can  be  filled  at  any 
meeting. 

Sect.  8.  Special  Committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Sect.  1.  The  first  meeting  In  the  year  shall  be  held  en  the  next  Sat- 
urday after  the  election  of  the  Trustees ;  which  meeting  shall  be  called 
by.  the  Clerk  under  the  direction  of  the  Mayor,  by  written  notices  to 
each  member. 
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8bcj.  2.  Meetings  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Saturday  of  every  month. 

Sect.  8.  Notices  of  all  meetings  shall  be  sent  under  the  direction  of 
the  Clerk,  to  the  members  through  the  post-office,  or  delivered  at  their 
respective  residences,  and  in  the  first-named  case  they  shall  be  sent  the 
day  previous  to  the  meeting. 

Sect.  4.  Special  meetings  shall  be  called  by  the  Clerk  upofi  the  re- 
quest of  any  member,  such  meeting  not  to  be  called  sooner  than  the 
next  day  after  such  request  shall  be  made. 

Bbct*  5,  Four  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

Sect.  1.  The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Library  shall 

Purchase  all  books ; 

Subscribe  for  the  periodicals ; 

Prepare  the  Annual  Report ;  and 

Direct  the  Librarian  as  to  what  books  shall  not  be  allowed  to  be 
taken  Arom  the  Library. 

Sect.  2.  The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Building  shall  have  the 
oversight  of  the  rooms,  their  cleaning,  warming,  lighting,  ventilating, 
and  repairs ;  and  shall  direct  with  regard  to  the  fixtures,  ftimltore,  and 
pictures. 

Sect.  8.  The  Standing  Committee  on  Blanks  and  Binding  shall  direct 
in  relation  to  the  binding  of  books  and  periodicals  and  their  prepara- 
tion for  use ;  provide  all  necessary  books  and  blanks  for  the  use  of  the 
Librarian ;  and  decide  all  doubtAil  questions  as  to  fines  and  the  injury 
or  loss  of  books  taken  from  the  library. 

Sect.  4.  The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Museum  shall  have  in 
charge  the  Museum  of  Natural  History,  and  shall  take  all  such  meas- 
ures for  Its  security,  usefblness  and  growth  as  may  be  deemed  by  them 
advisable,  within  the  limitations  ordered  by  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

Sect.  5.  The  several  Standing  Committees  shall.  In  all  matters  con- 
nected with  their  respective  duties,  conform  to  all  directions  which 
may  be  given  by  a  vote  of  the  board. 


ARTICLE  V. 

Sect.  1.  Connected  with  the  management  of  the  library  there  shall  be 
A  Clerk; 

A  Superintendent ; 
A  Librarian ; 

One  or  more  Assistant  Librarians. 

Sect.  2.  The  Clerk  shall  be  the  recording  officer  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  and  shall  certify  to  all  bills  which  shall  be  approved  by  them. 
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All  the  records  and  papers  of  the  Board  shall  be  in  his  possession,  sub- 
ject to  its  order.  In  the  absence  of  the  Clerk  at  any  meeting,  the 
President  shall  appoint  a  Clerk  pro  tempore. 

Sect.  3.  The  Superintendent  of  the  Library  shall  have  a  general 
oversight  of  the  operations  of  the  Library  not  connected  with  the  ar- 
rangement, custody  and  circulation  of  the  books  and  other  publications 
or  any  other  part  of  Its  management  belonging  to  the  office  of  Libra- 
rian ;  he  shall  perform  all  such  duties  as  may  be  assigned  to  him  by  the 
Board  or  either  of  its  Standing  Committees ;  he  shall  conduct  all  the 
correspondence  of  the  Board ;  examine  all  bills  and  keep  an  exact  ac- 
count of  all  authorized  expenditures,  placing  under  diflferent  heads  the 
demands  allowed  and  ordered  to  be  charged  to  the  account  of  the  gen- 
eral expenditure  and  to  the  several  Trust  ••Funds  whose  income  is 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board.  He  shall,  at  every  meeting 
of  the  Board,  lay  before  them  in  writing  any  subject  which  he  may 
consider  as  calling  for  their  attention.  It  shall  be  his  duty  to  receive 
and  act  upon  all  requests  fo^  leave  to  take  ft'om  the  Library  any  book 
not  Intended  for  general  circulation.  He  shall  receive,  firom  time  to 
time,  from  the  Librarian,  an  account  of  any  books  which  may  be  miss- 
ing and  advise  with  him  as  to  the  necessary  measures  for  their  recov- 
ery, and  In  relation  to  any  other  department  of  the  operations  of  the 
Institution. 

The  Superintendent  shall  have  charge  of  the  Museum  and  Collections 
In  Natural  History  b^onglng  to  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  and  shall, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Trustees  or  the  Standing  Committee  on  the 
Museum,  take  all  such  measures  for  Its  preservation.  Increase,  and 
protitable  arrangement  and  exhibition,  as  may  be  called  for,  that  th^ 
design  of  its  establishment  and  of  Its  purchase  by  the  city  may  be  ac- 
complished. 

Sect.  4.  The  Librarian  shall  have  the  charge  of  all  the  rooms  occupied 
by  the  Library,  and  the  custody  of  all  the  property  connected  with  it, 
contained  in  them.  He  shall  be  responsible  to  the  Trustees  for  the 
faithftil  discharge  of  his  duties.  All  the  books,  periodicals,  maps, 
charts,  manuscripts  and  pictures  shall  be  catalogued  and  arranged  by 
him ;  and  In  all  matters  connected  with  their  use,  preservation,  and 
circulation,  he  shall  see  that  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Trustees 
are  compiled  with.  It  shall  be  his  duty  to  preserve  order  In  the  Libra- 
ry-rooms, and  to  do  whatever  may  be  required  to  facilitate  the  examin- 
ation and  perusal  of  the  books  and  periodicals,  and  the  convenience 
of  all  visitors  and  takers  of  books  for  circulation.  The  Librarian 
shall  from  time  to  time,  and  as  often  as  once  In  three  months,  make 
out  a  list  for  the  Superintendent  of  all  the  books  missing,  and  such 
measures  may  be  taken  by  these  two  officers  as  they  may  consider  best 
calculated  for  their  recovery. 
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He  shall  receive  all  fines,  keeping  a  record  of  the  same,  and  may 
trom  any  Ainds  In  his  hands  meet  any  petty  ezpendltares  necessary  in 
his  department. 

Sect.  5.  The  Assistant  Librarians  shall  perform  their  daties  under 
the  direction  of  the  Librarian;  and  when  the  last  named  officer  is 
absent,  the  Library  shall  be  under  the  charge  of  the  Assistant  he 
may  designate,  unless  the  Trustees  otherwise  order. 

Sect.  6.  The  Superintendent,  Clerk,  Librarian  and  Assistant  Libra- 
rians, and  all  other  officers  they  may  think  proper  to  employ,  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  Trustees ;  they  shall  receive  such  compensation  as 
the  Board  shall  allow,  payable  quarterly,  and  shall  hold  their  respec- 
tive places  during  its  pleasure.  Should  the  Superintendent  be  absent, 
or  should  there  be  a  vacancy  in  the  office,  the  Clerk  shall  perform  the 
duties  of  that  office  during  such  absence  or  vacancy. 


Library  Regulations. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

WHEN  OPEN. 

Sect.  I.  The  Library  shall  be  open  every  day,  Sundays,  New  Year's 
Day  and  the  Legal  Holidays  excepted. 

Sect.  2.  From  April  1st  to  Aagust  31st,  both  inclusive,  from  8  o'clock 
A.  M.  to  1  o'clock  P.  M.,  from  3  o'clock  to  6  o'clock  and  from  7  o'clock 
to  9  o'clock  P.  M. 

Sect.  3.  During  the  other  months,  from  10  o'clock  A  M.  to  1  o'clock 
P.  M.  and  from  3  to  6  and  f^om  7  to  9  o'clock  P.  M. 

RIGHTS  AND  DUTIES  OF  VISITORS. 

Sect.  4.  All  persons  resident  In  New  Bedford,  of  16  years  of  age 
and  upwards,  shall  have  the  right  to  visit  the  rooms,  and  to  use  therein 
the  books,  periodicals,  &c.,  subject  to  such  regulations  and  restrictions 
as  the  Committee  on  the  Library  may  from  time  to  time  institute  with 
the  approbation  of  the  Board. 

Sect.  5.  Measures  shall  be  taken  to  guard  against  loss  or  damage  by 
reason  of  such  use  of  the  Library  property,  and  to  Insure  quiet  and 
decorum  in  all  the  rooms. 

Sect.  6.  A  failure  to  meet  any  pecuniary  liability,  or  to  conform  to 
the  rules,  shall  be  considered  a  forfeiture  o.f  the  right  to  the  use  of  the 
Library  property  In  any  form. 

Sect.  7.  Strangers,  Introduced  by  a  Trustee  or  a  member  of  the  Cilgr 
Council,  may  be  allowed  the  privileges  of  residents  for  four  weeks. 

circulation  of  books. 

Sect.  8.  Books  may  be  taken  from  the  Library  by  all  resident  tdulta, 
and  by  all  resident  married  n^inors. 
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Sect.  9.  A  delivery  upon  the  order  of  a  resident  shall  be  considered 
a  delivery  to  him  in  person. 

Sect.  10.  All  orders  for  books  shall  name  the  person  to  receive  them, 
and  the  books  shall  be  delivered  to  no  other.  There  shall  be  an  order 
for  each  delivery. 

Sect.  11.  Minors  16  years  old  or  upwards,  resident  in  the  city,  may 
be  allowed  the  rights  of  adults  as  takers  of  books,  by  filing  with  the 
Librarian  a  certificate  signed  by  their  parent  or  guardian  or  some  other 
responsible  person,  also  a  resident,  by  which  the  signer  shall  become 
to  the  same  extent  responsible  for  said  minor  as  he  would  be  for  him- 
self. A  deposit  to  the  fbll  value  of  the  volume  called  for  or  of  the 
set  to  which  it  belongs  may  take  the  place  of  such  certificate. 

Sect.  12.  All  persons  having  the  right  to  take  books  shall,  before  ex- 
ercising such  right,  enter  into  an  obligation  in  writing  that  they  will 
observe  all  the  Rules  and  Regulations  instituted  for  the  government 
and  safety  of  the  Library,  which  obligation  shall  be  in  such  form  as 
the  Committee  on  the  Library  shall  direct,  care  being  taken  that  it 
shall  recognize  a  pecuniary  obligation,  on  the  part  of  such  taker,  to  the 
City  of  New  Bedford,  for  all  fines,  forfeitures,  loss,  or  damage. 

Sect.  13.  No  person  shall  be  allowed  to  take  a  book  from  the  Library, 
who  appears  by  the  records  to  be  accountable  for  a  book  previously 
taken  or  for  a  fine  or  iforfeiture  imposed. 

Sect.  14.  Books  intended  for  general  circulation,  with  such  excep- 
tions as  the  Committee  on  the  Library  may  direct,  shall  be  properly  let- 
tered and  numbered,  having  on  the  outside  a  label  stating  the  time  they 
may  be  kept  and  the  fine  for  retaining  them  longer. 

Sect.  15.  All  the  books,  as  well  as  the  periodicals,  manuscripts,  &c., 
shall  be  stamped  with  the  words,  '*New  Bedford  Free  Public  Li- 
brary," the  number  being  written  on  the  inside  of  the  cover. 

Sect.  16.  All  the  books  of  the  Library  shall  be  prepared  for  general 
circulation,  exbept  such  as  the  Trustees  shall  order  to  be  kept  In  the 
rooms. 

Sect.  17.  One  volume  only  can  be  taken  at  one  time. 

Sect.  18.  No  book  can  be  retaken  unless  returned  to  the  Library. 

Sect.  19.  Books  taken  can  be  used  In  the  family  of  the  taker  only. 

Sect.  20.  All  books  taken  may  be  retained  two  weeks  unless  a  shorter 
time  is  named  on  the  cover.  . 

Sect.  21.  A  book  may  be  retaken  unless  an  application  for  It  has  been 
made  to  the  Librarian  in  writing. 

Sect.  22.  The  Committee  on  the  Library  may  order  a  new  book  to 
be  retained  in  the  rooms  for  a  short  time  after  its  purchase,  and  they 
may,  if  they  shall  think  proper,  shorten  the  time  it  may  bd  kept  out. 

Sect.  23.  Every  person  entitled  to  take  books  from  the  Library  shall 
receive  from  the  Librarian  a  printed  card,  having  on  It  the  name  of  the 
lippllcant.  iThe  catalogue  number  of  the  book  asked  for  should  be 
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written  in  the  blanks  left  for  tlie  purpose,  and  this  card  presented  to 
the  Librarian  or  his  assistant  as  the  mode  of  obtaining  any  book  that 
may  be  wanted. 

Sect.  24.  Books  retarned  mast  be  delivered  to  the  Librarian  or  his 
assistant. 

Sect.  25.  The  fines  for  retaining  books  beyond  the  allowed  period 
shall  be  one  cent  a  day ;  and  for  books  damaged  or  lost,  the  actual  loss 
sustained.  , 

Sect.  26.  All  holders  of  books  beyond  the  regulation  period  shall  be 
required  to  pay  the  expense  of  sending  for  the  same,  and  it  shall  be, 
the  duty  of  the  Librarian  to  send  for  all  books  held  two  weeks  beyond 
the  allowed  time,  and  if  not  then  delivered  they  shall  be  considered  as 
lost. 

Sect.  27.  Books  not  intended  for  general  circulation  may  be  taken 
from  the  Library,  for  a  limited  period,  upon  an  order  in  writing  signed 
by  the  Superintendent,  a  receipt  being  given  by  the  taker  therefor. 


Donationt. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

Sect.  1.  A  record  shall  be  kept  by  the  Librarian  of  all  donations 
made  to  the  Library,  which  record  shall  be  placed  before  the  Board  at 
each  monthly  meeting,  when  it  shall  be  read,  and  if  it  be  approved 
such  approval  shall  be  certified  upon  it  by  the  Clerk. 

Sect.  2.  All  books  presented  to  the  Library  shall  have  the  name  of 
the  donor  placed  upon  them,  and  a  list  of  all  the  donations  for  the  year 
shall  be  contained  in  the  annual  report. 


Amendments. 
ARTICLE  VIII. 

These  Rules  and  Regulations  may  be  amended  at  any  meeting,  by  a 
vote  of  two  thirds  of  the  members  of  tho  Board;  but  a  majority  may 
amend  at  any  meeting,  if  each  member  shall  have  been  notified  of  the 
proposed  change  and  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  proposed  action 
thereupon. 


MEMORIAL  TO  SYLVIA  ANN  HOWLAND. 

A  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Trostees  of  the  Free  Public  Library, 
appointed  to  take  into  consideration  thd  subject  of  a  memorial  to  be 
placed  in  the  Library  Building,  to  commemorate  the  liberality  of  Sylvia 
Ann  Howland,  made  a  report,  recommending  that  a  plain  marble  tablet 
be  placed  in  a  conspicuous  position  in  the  principal  room  of  the  Library, 
bearing  an  inscription  somewhat  as  follows : 

THIS  TABLET 

commemorates  the  enlightened  liberality  of 

SYLVIA  ANN  HOWLAND, 

who  bestowed  upon  the  city  of 

NEW  BEDFORD, 

the  noble  sum  of 
TWO  HUNDRED  THOUSAND  DOLLARS: 

ONE  HUNDRED  THOUSAND 

in  aid  of  the  effort  to  supply  the  city  with 

PURE  WATER; 

and 

ONE  HUNDRED  THOUSAND 

as  a  fund  for  the  promotion  of  the  cause  of 

LIBERAL    EDUCATION 

by  extending  to  the 

PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 

the  means  of  a  wider  and  more  generous  cuUuret 
and  by  the  enlargement  of  the 

FREE  FUBUC  LIBRARY. 

12th  mo.  30,  1871.    No  action  was  taken  upon  this  report. 
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LIST  OF  PERIODICALS  CURRENTLY  RECEIVED. 

The  letters  following  the  flares  deboting  the  size  of  the  periodical,  signiff  re- 
spectively, T.  yearly,  |Y.  hall-yearly,  q.  quarterly,  m.  monthly,  4m.  semi-monthfy,  d. 
daily,  UN.  uncertain. 

Academy,  The.    London.  40  m. 

Academy  of  Natnra*  Sciences,  Philadelphia. 

—  Jonmal. 

—  Proceedings. 

—  American  Journal  of  Conchology. 
Advocate  of  Peace.    See  American  Peace  Society. 
Allgemeine  Zeitong.    Angsbarg. 
American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  Boston. 

—  Memoirs. 

—  Proceedings. 

American  Annual  Cyclopedia.    New  York. 
American  Antiquarian  Society,  Worcester. 

—  Transactions  and  Collections. 

—  Proceedings. 

American  Chemist.    New  York. 
American  Entomological  Society,  Philadelphia. 

—  Transactions.  8®     •      y. 
American  Journal  of  Conchology.    See  Academy  of 

Natural  Sciences. 
American  Journal  of  Science  and  Arts,  [Sllllman*s 

Journal.]    New  Haven.  8®  m. 

American  Literary  Gazette  and  Publishers'  Circular. 

See  Publishers'  and   Stationers'  Weekly 

Trade  Circular. 
American  Peace  Society,  Boston. 

—  Advocate  of  Peace.  8®  m. 
American  Philosophical  Society,  Philadelphia. 

—  Transactions. 

—  Proceedings. 

American  Quarterly  Church  Bevlcw.    New  York. 
American  Social  Science  Association,  New  York. 

—  Journal  of  Social  Science. 
Annals  and  Magazine  of  Natural  History.    London. 
Annual  of  Scientific  Discovery.    Boston. 
Annual  Beglster.    London. 
Art,  Pictorial  and  Industrial.    London. 
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40 
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Art- Journal,  The.    LoDdoD. 

AtheDseum,  The.    London. 

Atlantic  Monthly.    Boston. 

Blbliotheca  Sacra  and  Theological  Eclectic.    Andorer, 

Blackwood's  Edinburgh  Magazine.    Edinburgh. 

Boston  Society  of  Natural  History,  Boston. 

—  Annual. 

—  Memoirs. 

— '  Proceedings. 
Boston.    Se0  American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences. 

—  See  American  Peace  Society. 

—  See  Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 

—  See  Massachusetts  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 

Cruelty  to  Animals. 

—  See  New  England  l^lstorlcal,  Genealogical  Society. 
Botanische  Zeltung.    Leipzig. 

British  Almanac  and  Companion.  See  Society  for 'the 
Diffusion  of  Useful  Knowledge. 

British  Journal  of  Photography.    London. 

British  Quarterly  Review.    London. 

Canadian  Naturalist  and  Quarterly  Journal  of  Science. 
Montreal. 

Catholic  World.    New  York. 

Chemical  News.    London. 

Christian  Register.    Boston. 

Commercial  and  Financial  Chronicle  and  Hunt's  Mer- 
chants* Magazine.    New  York. 

Congregational  Quarterly.    Boston. 

Contemporary  Review.    London. 

Dally  Evening  Standard.    New  Bedford. 

Dublin  University  Magazine.    Dublin. 

Edinburgh  Review.    Edinburgh. 

Engineering.    London. 

Entomologlsche  Zeltung.    Stettin. 

Essex  Institute,  Salem,  Mass. 

—  Bulletin. 

—  Historical  Collections. 
Every  Saturday.  Boston. 
Franklin  Institute,  Philadelphia. 

—  Journal  of  the  Franklin  Institute. 
Eraser's  Magazine.    London. 
Friends*  Review.    Philadelphia. 
Galaxy,  The.    New  York. 
Geological  Society,  London. 

—  Quarterly  Journal. 
Hardwlcke's  Science  Gossip.    London. 
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Harper's  New  Monthly  Magazine.    New  York,  8® 

Historical  Magazine.    New  York.  4^  m. 

Journal  ftier  die  reine  und  angewandete  Mathematlk. 

Berlin.  4®  t. 

Journal  of  Social  Science,  See  American  Social  Science 
Association. 

Journal  of  Speculative  Philosophy.    St.  Louis.  8^  Q. 

Journal  of  the  Franklin  Institute.  See  Franklin  Insti- 
tute. 

Journal  of  the  Boyal  Geographical  Society.  See  Royal 
Geographical  Society. 

Literary  World,  The.    Boston.  4°  m. 

Llttell's  Living  Age.    Boston.  8^  w, 

London.    See  Geological  Society. 

—  See  Royal  Geographical  Society. 

—  'See  Royal  Society. 

•^  See  Society  for  the  Diflfiislon  of  UseAil  Knowledge. 
Macmiilan*8  Magazine.    London. 
Maine  Historical  Society,  Portland. 

—  Collections. 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  Boston. 

—  Collections. 

—  Proceedings. 
Massachusetts  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty 

to  Dumb  Animals,  Boston. 

—  Our  Dumb  Animals. 
Methodist  Quarterly  Review.    New  York. 
Mitthellungen  aus  Justus  Perthes'  Geographlsches  An- 

stalt.    Gotha. 
Nation,  The.    New  York. 
Nature.    London. 

New  Bedford  Daily  Mercury.    New  Bedford. 
New  England  Historic,  Genealogical  Society,  Boston. 

—  New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register 

and  Antiquarian  Journal. 
New  Englander  and  Congregational  Review.     New 

Haven. 
New  York  Genealogical  and   Biographical    Society, 

New  York. 

—  New  York  Genealogical  and  Biographical  Record. 
New  York.    See  American  Social  Science  Association. 
North  American  Review.    Boston. 
Notes  and  Queries.    London. 
Old  and  New.    Boston. 
Our  Dumb  Animals.    See  Massachusetts  Society  for 

the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Dumb  Animals. 
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Overland  Monthly.    San  Francisco. 
Feabody  Academy  of  Science,  Salem.  Mass, 

—  American  Naturalist. 

—  Memoirs. 

Fhiladelpbia  Fhotographer.      [Inclading  the  Photo- 
graphic Times,  New  York.]    Fhiladelpbia. 
Fhiladelpbia.    See  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences, 

—  See  American  Entomological  Society. 

—  See  American  Fhilosopbicai  Society, 

—  See  Franklin  Institute. 
Fhotograpbic  World.    Fhiladelpbia. 
Popular  Science  Review.    London. 
Portland.    See  Maine  Historical  Society. 
Providence.    See  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society. 
Publishers'  and  Stationers'  Weekly  Trade  Circular. 

[Including  American  Literary  Gazette  and 
Publishers'  Circular.]    New  York. 

Publishers'  Circular.    London. 

Quarterly  Journal  of  Microscopical  Science.   London. 

Quarterly  Journal  of  ture  and  Applied  Mathematics. 
London. 

Quarterly  Journal  of  the  Geological  Society.  See  Geo- 
logical Society. 

Quarterly  Review.    London. 

Radical,  The.    Boston. 

Religious  Magazine  and  Monthly  Review.    Boston. 

Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  Providence. 

—  Collections. 

Royal  Geographical  Society,  London. 

—  Journal. 

Royal  Society,  London. 

—  Philosophical  Transactions. 

—  Proceedings. 

Salem,  Mass.    See  Essex  Institute. 

—  See  Feabody  Academy  of  Science. 
Saturday  Review.    London. 
Scientific  American.    New  York. 
Scrlbner's  Monthly.    New  York. 
Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington. 

—  Contributions  to  Knowledge. 

—  Miscellaneous  Collections. 

Society  for  the  Diffusion  of  Useful  Knowledge,  Lon- 
don. 

—  British  Almanac  and  Companion. 
Spectator.    London. 
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Stereoscopic  Magaiine.    London. 

Til  ton's  Joarnal  of  Horticulture  and  Floral  Magazine. 

Boston. 
Traebner*s  American  and  Oriental  Literary  Record. 

London. 
Universallst  Quarterly.    Boston. 
Van  Nostrand's  Eclectic  Engineering.    New  York. 
Washington,  D.  C.    See  Smithsonian  Institution. 
Westminster  Review.    London. 
Whitaker's  Almaqac.    London. 
Worcester,  Mass.    See  American  Antiquarian  Society. 
Workshop,  The.    New  York. 
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NKW    HI:J)F01{1): 

WALTJCIS    F.    WHKVTON,    I'lSINTKn   TO    IIIK   <  HV 
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'i 


TWENTY-FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


TRUSTEES 


OF  THB 


FEEE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


OF 


NEW    BEDFORD. 


FBINTED  BY  OBDEB  OF  THE  OTTT  COUKCZL. 


NEW  BEDT'ORD: 

WALTEB  F,  WHEATOH.  PBINTEB  TO  THE  CITT. 

1878. 


TWENTY-FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OV  THE 


TRUSTEES 


OF  THB 


FEES  PUBLIC  LIBBARY 


OF 


NEW    BEDFORD. 


>^iWi^—M> 


FBINTED  BY  OBDEB  OF  THB  0IT7  COUNCIL* 


NEW  BEDFORD: 

WALTEB  F.  WHEATOV,  PBINTEB  TO  THE  CITT. 

1878. 


s 


Ix  Board  of  Alderman, 

January  6th,  1873. 

Read  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  sent  down  for  con- 
currence. 

Henry  T.  Leonard,  City  Clerk. 


In  Com^ion  Council, 

Januarj-  6th,  1873. 
Concurred. 

William  A.  Church,  Clerk. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY, 

CTXZS  "SrWAIR  1878. 


His  Honor,  George  H.  Dunbar,  Mayor  of  the  City. 

Henry  F.  Thomas,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil. 

Andrew  G.  Pierce,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

Warren  Ladd, 
Horatio  Hathaway, 


'      ^''  >  for  three  years, 

[AWAY,  Esq.,      > 


Hon.  Georoe  Howland,  Jr.,    > 

>  for  two  years, 


at 
large. 


s'GATE  Frost.  Esq.,  >  ^ 

T^  Tr  in  r  for  one  year. 

IE  F.  Kingman,  Esq.,       )  "^ 


James  B.  Congdon,  Esq., 

J.  WiNGATE 

George 

President  of  the  Borad  of  Trustees — ^His'  Honor  thjb 
Mayor. 

ON  THB  UBBABT. 

George  H.  Dunbar,  George  Howland,  Jb. 

Warren  Ladd,  James  B.  Congdon. 

ON  THE  BUILDING. 

Henry  F.  Thomas,  J.  Wingate  Frost 

on  bindinq  and  blanks. 
Andrew  G.  Pierce,  George  F.  Kingman 

ON  THE  HtTSEUU. 

H  ORATio  Hathaway,  James  B.  Congdon 

Warren  Ladd. 

diEBK  OF  THB  BOABD  OF  TKUHTEIS. 

James  B.  Congdon. 

lilBRABIAN. 

Robert  C.  Ingraham. 

ASBIBTAXIT  TiTBBARTAN. 

Josephine  A.  Mebbick« 


DONATIONS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1872. 


Volumes.    PimiilileU. 
DOKOB8.  Bonod.    Uabomid. 

Adjuns,  Cluurlei  F.  Jr,, % 

Allen,  Edward  A.  H., 3       7( 

AnthODj,  A.  S.  &  Co., 2 

American  Antiquarian  Society, 2 

American  Association  for  the  care  of  Inebriates,  1 

American  Colonization  Society, 1 

American  Philosophical  Society 1 

Amherst  College, i 

Baker,  Edward  L., 1 

Baylies,  John  B., « 1 

Boston  Port  Society, I 

Boston  Pnblic  Library, 5 

BoydDayidF 1 

Brookline  Pablic  Libraiy, 1 

Brownell,  T.  Frank, 1 

Bnfflnton,  James, 8 

Boreaa  of  Statistics  of  Labor, • 1 

Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane, 2 

diandler,  L., 1 

Charlestown  Pablic  Library, 1 

Cincinnati  Public  Libraiy, X 

Cincinnati  Young  Men's  Christian  Association, .  1 

City  of  Newport, 1 

Clark,  W.S., 1 

CobdenClub, 1  7 

Coe,  Isaac  H., 1 

Coe,  LeviE., 2 

Congdon,  Charles  T., 2 

Congdon,  James  B., 2  8       16 

Cope,  Alfred,  through  Beoj.  Rodman 1 

Cowell,  Dayid  L., X 

Catter,  Abraham  E., j 

Decanya,  H.  C, X 

Dexter,  Franklin  B., 2 

Farrington,  William  H., 2       SO 

Folwell,  W.  W., 1 

Green,  Samuel  A 2 

Hart,  Francis, 1 

Harvard  College, 1 


Yolnmes.    Pamphlets. 
Donor.  Boand.    Unboand. 

Howe,  Moses, 5 

Howard,  0.  A., I 

Humphries,  A.  A., 1 

Hutchinson,  Sylvander, 1 

Kempton,  Horatio  A., 1       25 

Lansing  Library  and  Literaiy  Association, 1 

Leonard,  Elisha  C, 1 

Library  Company,  Philadelphia, 2 

Library  of  Congress, 1         2 

Lowell  City  Library, 2 

Maine  State  Library, 1 

Manchester  City  Library, 1 

Massachusetts  Board  of  Health, 2 

Medford  Public  Library, 1 

Minnesota  Historical  Society, 1 

Merrill,  Edward  B., 1 

Newburyport  Public  Libraiy, 1 

Newton  Free  Library, 1 

New  York  Mercantile  Library  Association, 1         1 

New  York  State|Library 1 

Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore, 1 

Peak,  Qaritan 1 

Peirce,  Bei\jam1n, 1 

Perry,Ellis, 5            5 

Pitman,  Robert  C. , 6 

Potter,  William  J., 4 

Quincy  Library, 1 

Reading  Public  Library, 1 

Rlche,  C, 1 

Reid,  Whitelaw, 1 

Rodman,  Edmund, 1 

Rotch,  WillUm  J., 138            8      186 

Rugg,  Charles  P., 1 

Russell,  Gilbert  and  Henry  G., 231           10       82 

San  Francisco  Mercantile  Library, 1 

Seventh  Day  Advent  Tract  Society 8 

Smith,  Edward 1 

Springfield  Public  Library, 2 

State  of  Mai  ne 1 

State  Lunatic  Hospital,  Northamptioa, 1 

Sumner,  Charles, 8                      7 

Taber,  Charles  &  Co., 1 

Taunton  Public  Library, 1 
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Yolnmeti.    FampUcta. 
DoNOBS.  Bound.    UnbonncL 

Hioinpsoii,  John  H., 5                     6 

Town  ot  Wobnrn, 1 

United  States  Congress, 49                      2 

Walker,  Francis  A 1 

Warren  County  Library,  lionmonth,  Illinois,. . .  1 

Watertown  Public  Library, 1 

Wetzel,  H., 1 

Willey,  flenry, 2         1 

Wilmington  Institute, 1 

Winchester,  C.  T., 1 

Wood,  Henry  T., 1 

Worcester  County  Free  Institute  of  Industrial 

Science, 1 

Worcester  Public  Library, 1 

Worcester  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,.  1 

NEWSPAPERS,  CHARTS,  ETC. 

Congdon,  Louis.— The  New  Bedford  Courier,  1827-29. 
Frazer,  John.— The  New  Bedford  Times ;  vols.  1-4. 
Rodman,  Samuel.— Boston  Semi-Weekly  Advertiser,  1870-72. 
Russell,  Gilbert  and  Henry  6.— Twenty-five  Maps  and  Charts ;  Portraits 

of  Daniel  Webster  and  Rowland  R.  Crocker. 
Thompson,  John  H.— Whalemen's  Shipping  List;  vols  2-5. 
Svratsey,  J.  N.— The  Young  Citizen ;  numbers  1-2. 


REPORT. 


Th  the  GUy  Council  of  the  Oiiy  of  New  Bedford. 
Gentlemen: 

The  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  ask  leave 
respectfully,  to  present  to  you  the  Twenty-First  Annual 
Report  of  that  body. 

We  present  to  you,  with  much  satisfaction  the  usual 
statistics. 

In  every  item  there  is  an  increase  over  any  of  the  re- 
ports of  former  years. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  volumes  delivered  has 
been/ar/y  thousand  jive  hundred  and  thirty-eight. 

The  daily  average,  oiie  hundred  aiid  thirty-two. 

The  number  of  cards  issued  has  now  reached,  eleven 
thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty-seven. 

The  increase  for  the  year,  eight  hundred  and  sevenJty  nine. 

These  items  are  significant  and  interesting.  Quite  as 
much  so  would  be  the  statistics,  could  they  be  obtained,  of 
the  number  of  books  and  pamphlets  which  have  been  read 
or  consulted  at  the  library ;  the  number  of  applications 
for  information  which  the  librarian  has  been  enabled  to 
answer;  and  of  the  many  visitors  to  the  library  and  the 
hours  spent  by  them  in  the  perusal  of  the  numerous  and 
valuable  periodicals  now  to  be  found  upon  our  tables. 

Should  such  an  enumeration  bo  entered  into  it  would 
be  found  that  to  obtain  an  estimate  that  should  approxi- 
mate towards  a  true  idea  of  the  extent  to  which  our  li- 
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brary  is  diffusing  its  information  and  its  intellectual  ac- 
cumulations among  the  people,  the  number  of  the  vol- 
umes delivered  and  taken  from  the  library  must  be 
doubled. 

The  number  of  volumns  now  in  the  library  is  rising 
tweiity'scven  tJwumnd, 

In  our  last  report  wo  entered  very  fully  into  the  charac- 
ter of  the  books  upon  our  catalogue,  the  measures  de- 
manded and  pursued  that  they  should  be  so  recorded  and 
arranged  as  to  insure  promptness  and  safety  in  their  use 
and  delivery,  and  the  rules  by  which  the  trustees  have 
been  governed  in  the  accessions  which  the  means  at  their 
disposal,  have  enabled  tliem  to  make. 

We  regard  the  views  therein  expressed  as  of  great  im- 
portance, and  we  would  respectfully  ask  for  them  the 
earnest  attention  of  the  public.  "We  ask  of  all  who  feel 
an  interest  in  this  noble  institution,  to  look  carefully  at 
the  facts  and  opinions  contained  in  our  previous  reports,  and 
particularly  in  our  last,  that  they  may  become  fully  in- 
formed as  to  what  has  been  accomplished;  the  principles 
upon  which  the  management  of  the  library  has  been  con- 
ducted; and  the  expectations  entertained  as  to  its  future 
progress  and  usefulness. 

We  have  been  and  still  are  building  not  only  for  the 
present,  but  for  all  time.  We  arc  laying  the  foundations 
broad  and  deep,  that  the  superstructure  may  be  found 
worthy  of  that  municipal  liberality  which  established,  and 
which  for  a  score  of  years,  has  sustained  our  favorite  in- 
stitution, and  the  bountiful  provision  with  which  our 
benefactors,  both  living  and  departed  has  supplemented 
and  secured  the  municipal  appropriations. 

While  we  would  thus  desire  of  the  members  of  our 
City  Government  and  of  the  public  that  they  may  make 
themselves  familiar  with  what  has  been  done,  what  is  now 
doing,  and  what  is  expected  to  be  done,  we  would  also  express 
the  desire,  that  all  who  feel  an  interest  in  the  institution 
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and  are  anxious  for  its  success,  may  acquaint  themselves 
with  its  means  and  its  methods,  carefully  enquire  into 
those  elements  of  progress  which  have  in  the  twenty 
years  of  its  existence  secured  for  it  a  position  so  useful,  so 
hopeful  and  so  creditable  to  our  people;  and  while  they> 
recognize  the  advantages  it  has  conferred  upon  the  city 
and  rejoice  in  its  present  prosperity,  may  learn  of  and  be 
grateful  for  that  enlightened  legislation  and  generous  and 
far  seeing  liberality  that  have  secured  for  it  a  future  of 
over  widening  and  ever  increasing  usefulness. 

Such  a  scrutiny  would  amply  repay  the  time  and  labor 
it  might  require.  It  would  show  the  enquirer  that  tho 
foundation  of  our  library  was  laid  when  our  fathers,  in 
the  early  days  of  our  municipal  life,  with  a  zeal  and  lib- 
eralty  which  are  prominent  among  the  many  claims  they 
present  to  our  gratitude  and  regard,  gathered  that  rare 
and  valuable  collection  of  books  which  they  called  tho 
Social  Library.  We  use  the  words  rare  and  valuable  ad- 
visedly, with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  character  and  con- 
dition of  tho  collection. 

That  library,  which  for  many  years  was  the  main  edu- 
cational institution  of  our  town  and  city,  now  constitutes 
a  highly  prized  portion  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

It  would  be  seen  that  tho  legislation  of  tho  Common- 
wealth keeps  paco  with  the  growing  intelligence  of  tho 
people.  That  a  law  was  passed  conferring  upon  towns  and 
cities  the  right  to  establish  and  sustain  Free  Public  Li- 
braries at  the  public  expense. 

That  the  yomig  men  of  New  Bedford  were  among  the 
first  to  take  advantage  of  this  valuable  enlargement  of 
tho  limited  list  of  municipal  privileges;  that  their  request 
to  the  City  Council  met  with  a  favorable  response  from 
that  body,  and  that  the  New  Bedford  Free  Public  Library 
became  one  of  the  institutions  of  tho  city.  There  will  be 
found  m  tho  publications  which  have  been  issued  by  this 
body,  the  legislative  enactments,  tho  ordinances,  the  con- 
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tracts  and  regulations  which  originated  and  carried  for- 
ward the  movement;  and  on  the  records  of  the  city  and 
the  library  there  will  be  found  the  names  of  the  men 
who  were  the  devoted  and  successful  pioneers  of  the  un- 
dertaking. 

Further  investigation  will  show  the  enquirer,  where 
and  by  whom  the  movement  was  made,  to  secure  for  the 
library  the  beautiful  and  convenient  building  which  it 
now  occupies. 

The  zeal  and  energy  which  pioneered  the  undertaking 
were  found  active  in  this  important  step,  and  again  was 
the  city  government  found  prepared  to  meet  the  calls  of 
the  people.  The  orders  were  passed,  the  building  erected, 
and  fifteen  years  ago  the  ten  ilLOusand  rolmnc^  which  then 
constituted  the  Free  Public  Library  were  deposited  upon 
its  shelves. 

As  the  enquirer  shall  learn  in  the  progress  of  this  ex- 
amination, how  steadily,  bountifully,  and  cheerfully,  the 
representatives  of  the  people  have  met  the  calls  made 
upon  them  for  the  support  of  the  library,  he  'v\ill  also 
learn  to  what  a  large  extent,  private  benefactions  have 
joined  public  liberality  in  building  up  our  favorite  insti- 
tution. He  will  see  that  in  every  report  put  forth  by  its 
board  of  managers  there  has  appeared  long  lists  of 
donations  of  books  and  other  contributions,  welcome  and 
valuable,  and  that  they  are  numbered  by  thousands. 
Our  own  State  government  and  tlie  government  of  the 
Nation,  he  will  lind,  have  never  failed  to  supply  us  with 
all  the  publications  issued  by  tlieir  authority;  and  that 
from  a  large  number  of  the  other  states  of  the  Union 
there  have  come  to  us  works  of  great  value  and  difficult 
to  be  obtained. 

The  long  list  of  private  contributions  will  surprise  and 
gratify  him,  and  it  will  be  to  him  a  reliable  indication 
of  the  depth  and  extent  of  the  interest  with  which  the 
institution  is  regarded. 
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Then  will  be  presented  the  names  of  those  whose 
pecuniary  benefactions  have  enriched  the  institution  and 
secured  its  extensive  and  expanding  usefulness. 

We  need  not  recall  the  names,  or  repeat  the  amount  of 
their  several  contributions.  We  have  annually  given 
and  shall  continue  to  give,  in  connection  with  these  hon- 
ored names,  statements  of  the  income  and  expenditures 
belonging  to  the  several  funds  established  through  their 
liberality;  and  it  will  be  seen  by  those  which  we  shall,  in 
this  report,  bring  before  you,  that  it  is  upon  this  income 
that  we  are  now  mainly  depending  for  the  means  for  the 
enlargement  of  the  library. 

The  retrospect  which  we  have  in  this  form  presented  of 
the  history  of  our  institution  for  the  twenty  years  which 
have  passed  from  its  establishment  in  1852  is  full  of  in- 
terest and  encouragement.  The  contrast  presented  be- 
tween its  condition  on  the  third  day  of  March,  1853  when 
from  our  collection  of  five  thousand  volumes  contained 
in  a  small  room  on  Union  street,  the  first  one  was  deliv- 
ered, and  its  position  as  set  forth  in  the  statistics  which  are 
found  at  the  opening  pages  of  this  report,  is  a  striking  one. 
Its  growth  has  never  been  impeded,  the  confidence  of  the 
people  in  its  usefulness  has  never  been  impaired;  its  wants 
have  always  been  cheerfully  recognized  and  its  requests 
promptly  responded  to  by  the  government  of  the  city, 
and  generous  contributions  at  home  and  abroad  have 
largely  swelled  the  number  of  its  volumes;  and  there 
have  come  to  the  city  bountiful  bequests  and  donations 
as  a  provision  to  secure  for  it  a  bright  and  evet  brightening 
future. 

The  trustees,  having  in  view  the  public  character  of  the 
institution,  the  wide  spread  interest  that  is  felt  in  its  affairs 
and  the  extensive  circulation  of  the  books  throughout  the 
community,  have  decided  to  make  a  periodical  publica- 
tion once  a  month  or  oftencr  of  the  accessions  which  are 
made  to  the  library. 
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The  proposed  bulletin  will  be  issued  by  itself,  or  pub- 
lished in  the  daily  papers  in  the  city.  This  list  of  access- 
ions, in  the  case  of  each  work  sufficiently  definite  to  con- 
vey an  intelligible  description  of  its  authorship,  charac- 
ter and  contents,  will  supply  the  place  of  a  catalogue  to 
those  who  are  habitual  visitors  to  the  library;  and  will, 
many  times  give  desirable  information  to  others  who  are 
but  occasional  takers  of  our  books.  In  this  way  the  con- 
venience of  all  will  be  promoted  and  the  interest  in  tho 
institution  deepened  and  extended. 

Tho  arrangements  which  under  the  direction  of  your 
committee  have  been  made  for  the  better  accommodation 
of  our  constantly  increasing  number  of  books,  pamphlets 
and  periodicals,  have  been  well  adapted  to  their  designed 
purpose.  Much  labor  has  been  saved  to  our  librarian  by 
the  extension  of  our  space  and  shelving,  by  which  a 
more  perfect  system  of  classification  has  been  allowed, 
and  the  crowding,  which  is  always  inconvenient  and  per- 
plexing in  a  large  library,  has  been  avoided.  The  cases 
for  our  accumulated  periodicals  have  been  found  extreme- 
ly convenient. 

The  change  that  has  been  made  in  our  gas  burners  has 
largely  contributed  to  the  convenience  of  our  readers,  and 
the  repairs  upon  the  windows  have  greatly  added  to  the 
comfort  of  visitors  and  those  having  charge  of  the 
library. 

It  gives  us  much  pleasure  to  place  before  you  our  list 
of  donations  for  the  year.  It  is  a  gratifying  fact,  that  no 
month  has  passed,  since  the  library  was  opened  nearly 
twenty-one  years  ago,  without  exhibiting  upon  its  record 
this  conclusive  evidence  of  the  interest  felt  by  the  public 
in  the  prosperity  of  the  institution. 

It  will  be  seen  that  our  largest  contrioution  is  from 
Gilbert  and  Henry  Grinnell  Russell,  sons  of  the  late 
William  Tallnian  Russell  of  this  city.  The  donation  was 
a  valuable  one.     It  consisted  of  books,  maps,  newspapers 
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and  pamphlets,  and  a  few  manuscripts.  The  number  of 
bound  volumes  was  two  hundred  and  thirty-one. 

William  T.  Russell  whoso  bounty  has  reached  us 
through  the  intelligent  kindness  of  his  surviving  children, 
was  a  man  whose  character  and  position  render  this 
contribution  from  his  private  collection,  interesting  as  a 
memento  of  a  citizen  widely  known  and  universally 
beloved.  Valuable  in  itself,  it  derives  additional  value 
from  its  connection  with  him  and  with  his  sons,  represen- 
tatives of  a  family  intimately  and  historically  connected 
with  the  old  town  of  Dartmouth  and  with  the 
Bedford  and  New  Bedford  territorially  identified  with  the 
ancient  municipality. 

His  ancestors  were  the  earliest  upon  the  territory.  The 
name  of  Russell's  Mills  points  out  the  place  and  the 
man  thus  historically  associated  with  the  town  of 
Dartmouth.  It  was  of  the  home  of  Ralph  Russell  that  tho 
poet  speaks  when  he  alludes  to  the  first  settlement  upon 
the  territory  on  the  banks  of  the  Paskamanset. 

**Nor  less  tho  prosperous  work  has  sped" 
''At  Fcuakamonset's  tidal  head:" 
"The  toiling  wheels  that  clatter  there" 
**The  sturdy  yeoman's  labors  share:" 
**With^ace  and  competence  are  crowned" 
"The  humble  dwellings  ranged  around" 
"On  rocky  hill  and  plain." 

Ralph  Russell's  enterprise  and  sagacity  set  in  motion 
the  "toiling  wheels"  on  the  Paskamanset;  and  his  son 
John  was  the  first  representative  from  Dartmouth  in  the 
General  Court  at  Plymouth. 

It  is  believed  that  no  one  of  the  existing  municipal 
divisions  of  the  mother  town  is  without  a  representative 
of  this  "ancient  and  honorable"  family.  One  hundred 
and  sixty  years  ago,  Ralph  Russell  had  his  home  upon 
the  banks  of  the  Acushnet;  and  the  spot,  as  Acushnet, 
Bedford,  town  and  city  of  New  Bedford,  has  never  been 
without  a  dweller  upon  its  soil  descended  from,  and 
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worthy  of  this  honorable  and  enterprising  family. 

"William  T.  llussell,  whose  name  claims  a  place  in  the 
necrology  of  the  Free  Public  Library',  not  only  as  a  patron 
of  the  iiLstitution,  but  as  a  member  of  a  family  conspicuous 
in  our  local  annals  and  as  a  gentleman  widely  known 
and  of  whom  it  may  be  said — 

"None  knew  him  but  to  love," 

was  bom  in  Now  Bedford  and  died  hero  on  the  6th  day 

of  March,  in  the  year  1872. 
Wo  have  no  occasion  here  to  speak  further  of  our 

deceased  fellow  citizen.     A  friend  and   relative  of  the 

deceased   has  sent  us  for  publication  in  our  appendix*  a 

brief  narrative  of  his  life  and  a  just  tribute  to  the  many 

excellencies  of  his  character.    We  are  grcatful  to  our 

friend    and  fellow    citizen   Daniel    Ricketson   for    this 

interesting  and  valuable  contribution. 

The  Hon.  William  J.  Rotch,  has  increased  his  claim  to 
the  gratitude  and  regard  of  the  people  of  New  Bedford, 
by  making  another  valuable  donation  to  the  Free  Public 
Librarj',  of  books  and  pamphlets  numbering  nearly 
thrc/i  hundred. 

In  the  volumes  now  upon  our  shelves,  we  find  the  auto- 
graphs of  four  generations  of  the  family,  one  of  whose 
representatives  is  our  fellow-citizen,  honored  and  beloved, 
whose  donations  we  now  report  to  you.  For  one  hundred 
and  nine  years,  this  family  has  been  with  us  ;  six  genera- 
tions have  lived  upon  our  soil ;  and  from  them  there  have 
come  to  us  the  blessings  which  enterprise,  intelligence, 
refinement,  wealth,  and  a  wide-speading  and  never  ceasiDg 
bounty,  and  exalted  moral  ends  and  aims,  can  bestow 
upon  a  community. 

It  gives  us  great  satisfaction  thus  to  unite,  in  sending 
you  the  record  of  our  yearly  benefactions,  the  names  of 
those  who,  for  their  own  sake  and  their  work's  sake,  and 
for, the  sake  of  those  who  for  many  generations  have  held 

*See  Appendix. 
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places  of  honor  among  us,  make  such  strong  claims  upon 
our  remembrance  and  regard. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Gilbert  and  Henry  G.  Russell, 
a  strikingly  correct  and  beautifully  executed  engraved 
portrait,  of  our  departed  fellow  citizen,  Captain  Rowland 
R.  Crocker  has  been  added  to  our  limited  but  increasing 
picture  gallery.  Wo  are  pleased  to  have  this  faithful 
delineation  of  the  form  and  features  of  the  veteran  seaman 
and  universally  respected  citizen  occupying  a  conspicuous 
place  upon  our  walls. 

There  are  many  among  us,  who  will  be  pleased  to  have 
their  recollections  of  Captain  Crocker  revived  by  this  beauti- 
ful portrait;  and  to  make  the  portraiture  more  complete 
and  to  gratify  the  desire  whichaio  doubt  will  be  felt  by 
many  of  the  younger  members  of  our  community  to  be  bet- 
ter informed  with  regard  to  one  wlio  in  former  years  was 
widely  known  and  respected  among  us,  we  shall  give  in 
our  appendix  an  abridgement  of  an  obituarj''  notice  of 
our  fellow  townsman,  published  in  the  New  Bedford 
Mercury  January  18521 

The  list  of  periodicals,  and  the  copy  of  our  Rules 
and  Regulations  published  with  our  report  last  year  were 
found  interesting  and  useful,  and  we  have  thought  it 
advisable  to  republish  them  in  the  present. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

Gkorgk  B.  Richmond, 
IIexry  F.  Thomas, 
Joseph  Kxowles, 
George  IIowland,  Jr., 
James  B.  Congdon, 
George  F.  Kixgmax, 
J.  WiNOATE  Frost, 
S.  Griffitts  Morgan, 
Thomas  H.  Knowles,     ^ 

City  op  New  Bedford, 
Office  Trustees  Free  Pubuc  Library,  Jan,  4,  1873. 

t  See  Appendix. 


Trustees 
Free   Public  *  Library. 
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KOTE. 

Sinco  the  foregoing  report  was  prepared,  death  hna  deprived  us  of 
onr  esteemed  follow  citizen,  Thomas  B.  White.  On  the  25th  daj  of 
September,  1852,  Thomas  B.  Whit«,  Thomas  A.  Green,  Oliver 
frescott  and  John  F.  Emerson,  a  committee  of  the  New  Bedford 
Social  Library,  transferred  the  books  and  other  property  of  that 
company  to  the  city  of  New  Bedford  for  the  Free  Public  Library. 
By  this  act,  a  broad  foimdation  was  laid  for  the  institution,  whose 
twenty-first  annual  report  to  the  City  Council  is  now  presented. 
In  our  appendix  will  bo  found  notic<»  called  forth  by  the  death  of 
Mr.  Wliite,  which  show  the  high  regard  in  which  he  was  held  by  hi^ 
fellow  citizens. 
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APPENDIX. 


STATEMENT 

OP  THE  ACCOUNT  OP  THE  TRUSTEES  OP  THE  PREE  PUBLIC 
LIBRARY,  PROM  THE  BOOKS  OF  THE  CITY  TREASURER. 


1872. 
January  1. 


Cb. 

Balance  of  the  account  as  stated  and 

published, 
One  year*8  interest  on  the  Sjlyia  Ann 

Howland  Free  Public  Library  Fund, 
One   year's   interest   on   the   George 

Howland,  Jr.  Fund, 
One  year's  interest  on  the  Charles  W. 

Morgan  Fund, 


Db. 

Sundry  Orders  drawn  by  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Libra- 
ry as  follows: 

Order  for 
<< 

(< 

it 

tt 

Balance  now  to  the  credit  of  the  account, 


$11,192.10 

8,000.00 

96.00 

60.00 

$14,848.10 


$1,861.66 
167.09 
684.27 
448.47 
477.79 


$2,984.28 
11,868.82 


$14,848.10 
JAMES  B.  CONGDON,  City  Treamuer. 
Crrr  op  New  Bedfoed,  ) 


Tbejlsubeb's  Office,  Januaiy  6,  1873. 


GEORGE  HOWLAND,  JUNIOR,  PUND. 

The  amount  of  this  fund  is 

1872.        One  year's  interest,  $96.00 

January  2.    Less  oalanoe  as  stated^  1.00 

Balance  unexpended, 


$1,600.00 


$05.00 


CHARLES  W.    MORGAN    FUND. 

The  ambnnt  of  this  fond  is 


$1,000.00 
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1872.        One  jear'a  interert*  tMLOd 

3BjaxiBrj2,    Len  tMlmoe  as  Btftted«  lOlOO 

Balance  nnexpendad,  fSOlOO 


6TLYIA  ANN  HOWLAND  FRES  PUBLIC  LZHRABT  VUVD. 
The  amount  of  this  fond  is  now  tSO^OOQlOO 

Ob. 

1873.        Balanoe  on  hand  as  per  aooonnt 
January  2.       presented,  11.90197 

One  year's  interest,       •  slooaOO 

ti4,aoier 

Db. 

The  bills  for  books  for  which  orders  haye  been  drawn  by  the  Pkeri- 
dent  of  the  Board  ef  ^foostees  are  as  follows: 

A.  L.  LojBter,  f8B(L60 

Wm.  H.  Piper  k  Ck).,  175.00 

A.  L.  Layster,  150.K 

*'  leaTS 

James  B.  Gongdon,  (sondzy  bills),  125.80 

A.  L.  Layster,  18.00 

Wm.  H.  rmer  k  Co.,  83&00 

Scribner,  Wellord  k  Armstrong,  &00 

100 
168 


t€ 


a 

CI 


78.84 
&00 

United  States  Patent  Office,  88.00 

John  0.  Allen,  2.86 

8.  Hntdhinson,  127.50 

laai 

,  Welford  k  Armstrong,  &95 

moo 

53.70 

Ptttent  Office,  laOO 

£.  H.  Neal,  2.50 

Bath  0.  Thompson,  5.50 

Boston  Natoraf  History  Society,  7.08 

John  0.  Allen,  &88 

&88 
&88 

Little,  Brown  k  Co.,  77.08 

Wm.  H.  Hoer  k  Co.,  77J0 

Scnbner,  Welford  k  Armstrong,  41M 

D.  Van  Kostrandy  60l88 


ti 
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Soribner,  Welf ord  k  ArmBirong, 


c« 


8.  Hntchuuon, 

WilMam  Dayenport, 

Patent  Office, 

Wm.  H.  Piper  k  Co., 

H.  V.  Butler, 

8.  HntohinBon, 

John  G.  Allen, 

James  W.  Hervey, 

Little,  Brown  &  Oo., 

M.  T.  Ck>leman, 

Maflsachnsettfl  Teadher, 

American  Chemist, 

Scribner,  Welford  3c  Armstrong, 

American  Sunday  School  Union, 

David  G.  Frands, 

James  B.  Congdon, 

&  G.  Drake, 


Balance  nnexpended* 


5.25 

10.07 

2.68 

887.14 

2.95 

6.60 

20.00 

10.25 

2.00 

18.27 

86.62 

89.60 

4.50 

6.00 

1.50 

6.00 

8.81 

6.60 

143.55 

50.00 

145.89 


$2,984.28 
11,218.89 

$14,202.67 


BALANCE    STATEMENT. 

Balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Sylvia  Ann  Howland  Free 

Public  Library  Fond, 
Balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Geo.  Howland,  Jr.  Fond, 
Balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Charles  W.  Morgan  Fand« 


$11,218.89 
96.00 
50.00 

$11,868.89 
43 


Balance  of  an  old  aooaant  nnezpended, 

Balance  unexpended  as  per  account  of  the  City  Treasnreri     $11,868.82 

JAMES  B.  CONGDON,  Clerk  Board  Tmstees. 


CiTT  or  New  Bkdfobd, 
OvnoR  TxusTKEs  Fan  Fubuo  Libkabt,  Jannaxy  6,  1878. 


WILLIAM  TALLMAN  RUSSELL.    • 

Our  respected  fellow  citizen  Daniel  Ricketson,  has  kind- 
ly furnished  us  with  the  following  just  and  feeling  .tribute 
to  the  memory  of  his  deceased  friend  and  kinsman. 

One  after  another  of  our  old  merchants  are  leaving  ns,  repte- 
sentatiyes  of  a  period  when  onr  place  was  in  its  highest  commer- 
cial prosperity,  many  of  them  men  of  sterling  worth,  as  weU  as  abil- 
ty.  Among  them  who  represented  this  class  in  onr  commnnity  forty 
years  ago,  stands  forth  prominently  onr  late  fellow  citizen,  William  T. 
BuBsell,  who  died  at  his  residence  in  this  city  on  the  sixth  of  March, 
1872,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years  and  four  months.  He  was  the 
oldest  living  representative  of  the  oldest  merchant  of  New  Bedford, 
being  a  grandson  of  Joseph  Bussell,  3rd.,  and  a  lineal  descendant  of 
Balph  Russell,  who  emigrated  from  Pontipool,  Monmouthshire,  Eng- 
land, in  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth  century,  and  was  among 
the  earliest  settlers  and  landed  proprietors  of  the  old  township  of 
Dartmouth.  The  father  of  our  dex>arted  friend,  Gilbert  Russell,  was 
also  extensively  engaged  in  the  business  of  our  place.  So  it  will  be 
seen  that  his  ancestors  had  well  prepared  the  way  for  his  own  inter- 
est in  commercial  pursuits  He  received  a  good  English  education  at 
the  boarding  school  of  Elisha  Thornton  in  Smithfield,  R.  L',  and  the 
Friend's  school  at  '*Nine  Partners,"  Dutchess  county,  N.  T.  After- 
wards he  served  an  apprenticeship  as  clerk  in  the  counting-room  of 
Poet  k  Russell,  New  York  city.  At  the  close  of  the  last  war  between 
this  countay  and  England,  in  1815,  he  made  a  voyage  to  Europe  in 
the  Ship  Lorenzo,  of  which  his  father  was  principal  owner,  and 
Elisha  Dunbar,  Master.  A  pleasant  little  incident  ocairred  to  him 
while  in  Liverpool,  which  may  be  of  interest  to  his  friends,  as 
followB: — ^While  about  to  take  his  dinner  at  the  **Adelphi  hotel," 
a  gentleman  in  the  costume  and  viiih  the  address  of  a  Friend,  who 
was  also  aboat  to  dine,  proposed  to  join  him,  to  which  proposal  our 
friend  readily  assented.     During  the  conversation  he  remarked  to 
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his  unknown  companion,  that  he  had  the  previous  day  attended  the 
Friends'  meeting,  and  was  much  pleased  with  the  preacher,  inquiring 
if  he  knew  who  she  was.  *  *  Why  yes  "  the  Friend  replied  *  *  I  know  her 
very  well,  she  is  my  wife  Elizabeth  Fiy ; "  at  the  same  time  giving 
him  a  cordial  invitation  to  call  upon  them  in  London.  After  his 
return  home,  he  made  another  voyage  to  England  in  the  same  ship 
taking  the  command,  and  successfully  performing  the  voyage,  which 
on  the  outward  passage,  it  being  nearly  spring,  was  very  stormy. 
During  this  trip  he  visited  London,  and  traveled  north  as  far  as 
York,  visited  many  objects  of  interest,  an  account  of  which  he  waa 
fond  of  rehearsing  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  and  having  a 
good  memory  his  narrations  were  often  very  interesting.  Soon  after 
his  return  from  England,  having  business  in  New  Orleans,  he  made 
a  journey  on  horseback  to  the  then  '*Far  West, "  from  whence  he 
proceeded  by  public  conveyance  to  the  place  of  his  destination. 
Here  he  purchased  the  ship  Alliance,  and  returned  in  her  to  New- 
York ;  from  which  time  he  became  engaged  in  the  whale-fishery  and 
manufacture  of  candles  in  connection  with  the  house  of  Wm.  B. 
Botch  &  Co.  His  brand  of  candles,  as  well  as  his  oil,  had  a  high 
reputation  in  the  market,  for  in  whatever  he  undertook  his  endeavor 
was  for  excellence,  and  he  usually  succeeded.  He  was  also  subse* 
quently  engaged  in  the  South  American  trade.  Li  the  year  1849  he 
was  appointed  collector  of  the  port,  holding  his  office  until  1853, 
and  giving  the  highest  satisfaction  to  the  government  and  the  public. 
It  is  no  disparagement  to  any  one  to  say  that  this  office  was  never 
more  honorably  or  efficiently  administered  than  by  him.  Soon  after 
the  death  of  Capt.  Boland  B.  Crocker,  secretary  of  the  "Bedford 
Commercial  Lisurance  Company,  "  he  became  his  successor,  an  office 
for  which  his  long  and  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  business  of 
our  place,  so  well  qualified  him,  and  which  situation  he  held  untQ 
his  dece^Lse. 

Our  friend  was  a  man.  of  great  cheerfulness  of  temx)erament,  and 
fond  of  hardy  enterprises,  though  small  in  person  he  was  remarkably 
elastic,  and  had  unusual  powers  of  endurance,  inheriting  as  he  did 
a  fine  constitution  from  both  his  parents.  During  his  prime  of  life 
few  men  presented  a  more  genteel  appearance  in  our  streets  than 
he — always  scrupulously  neat  in  person  and  dress,  he  would  have  been 
readily  recognized  as  a  gentleman  of  refinement.  He  was  marked 
for  the  delicacy  of  hiB%istes,  manifested  in  his  ad)niration  of  the 
fragrance  of  flowers,  and  whatever  was  beautiful  in  nature  or  art. 
He  was  a^  a  skillful  horticulturist  and  his  garden  always  produced  the 
rarest  and  best  varieties  of  fruits  and  flowers,  while  his  house  was 
known  for  its  hospitality,  and  his  table  for  its  elegance  and  abun- 
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danoe.  The  severe  Ticissitades  of  life  throngh  which  he  had  passed 
in  the  loss  of  his  beloved  wife  and  only  daughter,  were  not  without 
their  chastening  effect  upon  his  mind  and  character.  A  few  years 
since  he  informed  the  writer  that  it  had  been  his  custom  for  many 
years  after  retiring  for  the  night,  to  repeat  the  following  beautiful 
invocation  to  the  Supreme  Being,  from  Thomson  *8  Seasons. 

"Father  of  light  and  life  I  Thou  good  Supreme ! 

O  teach  me  what  is  good !  teach  me  Thyself  I 

Save  me  from  folly,  vanity,  and  vice. 

From  eveiy  low  pursuit !  and  feed  my  soul 

With  knowledge,  conscious  peace  and  virtue  pure, 

Sacred,  substantial  never-fading  bliss  I " 
To  a  great  extent,  the  calm  and  blameless  life  he  led  was  to  this 
petition  a  dear  response.  His  aim  was  to  be  a  good  and  honorable 
man ;  and  as  he  expressad  on  another  occasion,  that  he  had  no  fear 
of  death,  when  his  time  for  departure  came,  he  accepted  the  sum- 
mons calmly  and  gracefully.  The  funeral  services  were  perfonned 
at  his  residence  on  Saturday  A.  M.,  March  9th,  at  11  o*clock,  and 
were  conducted  by  William  J.  Potter  in  a  calm  and  impressive 
manner,  hopeful  of  immortality,  and  happiness  beyond  the  grave. 
He  was  buried  in  our  beautiful  Oak  Grove  Cemetary  by  the  side  of 
his  beloved  wife  and  daughter,  and  his  funeral  was  attended  at  the 
house  and  the  grave  by  a  large  number  of  our  most  prominent 
merchants  and  friends  from  abroad. 


ROWLAND    R.    CROCKER. 

[From  The  New  Bedford  Mercary,  January,  1852.] 


BY   CHARLES   T.    COKGDOK. 


It  is  not  our  purpose,  nor  is  it  in  our  power,  to  enter  into  any 
biograpliical  details  of  the  long  life  of  this  excellent  and  venerable 
man,  who  has  just  been  gathered  to  his  fathers.  Such  enquiries  as 
we  have  made,  touching  his  prolonged  and  checkered  career,  have 
indeed  disclosed  to  us  the  fact,  that  many  men,  more  distinguished 
and  of  larger  importance  in  the  world's  afiEairs,  have  hardly  furnished 
more  materials  for  a  romantic  and  fascinating  narration.  During 
the  eighty  years  of  his  pilgrimage,  he  saw  many  lands,  he  traversed 
many  seas,  he  suffered  many  changes,  he  underwent  many  vicissi- 
tudes, and  he  experienced  various  fortunes.  Around  his  life  gathered 
the  poetry  of  the  ocean;  and  among  those  who  went  do^iv  to  the 
sea  in  ships,  there  were  none  upon  whose  character  the  ennobling 
influences  of  that  vocation  were  more  genial  or  more  decided.  The 
men  of  such  experiences,  always  leave  behind  them  a  glory  of  dangers 
overcome,  of  moving  incidents  by  flood  or  field,  of  hair-breadth 
escapes, — 

**  Of  being  taken  by  the  insolent  foe," — 
of  distressful  strokes  suffered  in  youth — things  indeed  which  old  and 
young  "seriously  incline"  to  hear;  but  it  is  almost  always  a  tale, 
too,  of  noble  self-sacrifice,  and  generous  self-denial,  and  prodigal 
self-forgetfulness,  of  existence  perilled  to  preserve  the  existence  of 
others,  of  unquestioned  fidelity  to  delegated  interests,  and  deep  con- 
scientiousness in  the  discharge  of  duty.  Such  has  been  the  life  of 
.the  ripe  old  man  which  has  just  terminated;  and  if  it  were  written, 
there  are  many  of  more  pretensive  morality  which  would  teach  less, 
as  there  are  renoT^ned  romances  the  wonders  of  which  would  fall 
behind  its  undoubted  verities. 

He  came  early  in  life  to  New  Bedford,  where  he  was  apprenticed 
to  some  mechanical  trade  which,  however,  he  soon  abandoned  for  the 
sea.  He  made  one  short  whaling  voyage,  and  afterward,  sailed  out 
of  Boston,  soon  rising  to  the  rank  of  commander.  During  the  brief 
hostilities  which  arose  between  this  country  and  the  French  govern- 
ment he  commanded  a  letter  of  marque,  and  was  captured  by  one  of 
the  enemy*s  privateers.  He  was  taken  a  prisoner  to  France  where 
he  remained  until  the  cessation  of  hostilities. 
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After  bis  li1>eration  ho  once  more  engaged  in  marine  persnits.  la 
1807  'wliilc  in  command  of  tlic  ship  Otis,  then  lying  in  the  DomiB 
ready  for  sea,  and  \^ith  a  cargo  on  board  valued  at  £100,000,  he  ex- 
hibited a  courage,  skill  and  presence  of  mind  which  were  then  thonght 
to  be  very  remarkable.  His  ship,  driven  from  her  anchorage,  drifted 
on  boaixl  a  heav^-  frigate,  currying  away  his  quarter  and  crippling  the 
vesseL  His  pilot,  we  believe  his  mat<»,  "with  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  crew,  abandoned  the  ship,  and  urged  him  to  do  the  same. 
Without  a  pilot,  and  short-handed  as  he  was,  he  got  under  weigh, 
and  ran  for  Dover  harbor,  in  the  midst  of  a  tremendous  storm,  where 
he  arrived  in  safety,  although  he  had  been  quite  given  np  for  lost, 
preser\ing  an  immense  amount  of  property,  estimated,  as  we  have 
said  at  half  a  million  of  dollars,  together  ydih  a  valuable  ship. 

To  show  their  sense  of  the  courage  and  perseverance  thus  dis- 
played, the  underwriters  at  Lloyd^s  Coffee  house,  presented  to  him 
a  gratuity  of  £500,  with  an  elegant  silver  cup,  upon  which  was  an 
appropriate  inscrix)tion.  We  have  seen  many  letters  of  congratulation 
addressed  to  him  upon  the  occasion,  all  breathing  a  spirit  of  the 
warmest  friondshix)  and  admiration  of  his  character. 

Gapt.  Crocker,  for  many  years  commanded  various  packet-ships 
between  New  York,  London  and  Liverpool.  We  need  not  say, 
that  in  this  difficult  ser\'ice  he  achieved  reputation  and  celebrity  in 
the  mercantile  world,  and  the  esteem  and  friendshii)  of  thousands 
who  crossed  the  sea  under  liLs  protection.  His  lurbane  and  gentle- 
manly manners,  his  interesting  and  varied  conversation,  his  care  for 
the  comfort  of  those  under  Ids  charge,  and  his  hiunouity  to  all  in 
suffering  and  want  were  as  x>rov(*rbial  as  was  liis  skill  ns  a  mariner. 
In  this  service,  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  he  was  constantly 
receiving  the  most  varied  testimonials  from  the  most  various  sources, 
of  esteem  and  of  gratitude;  and  to  tins  day  there  are  numbers  who 
remember  1dm  as  the  i)ilot  who  weathered  the  storm  which  sent 
terror  to  their  hearts,  and  as  the  bluff-old-fashioned  gentleman  who 
charmed  by  his  good-natured  conversation  the  monotony  of  sea- 
traveL 

There  is  one  class  of  incidents  in  the  life  of  the  subject  of  this 
notice  worthy  of  special,  although  it  must  l>e  a  brief,  notice. 
One  hundred  and  sixtv-five  times  did  ho  cross  the  Atlantic,  and 
often  did  he  encounter  "WTccked  and  sliattered  slupa,  uxK>n  whose  fast^ 
sinking  hulls  the  starved  and  exhausted  seamen  hail  lain  down  to  die, 
or  from  which  came  the  faint  cries  of  despairing  and  half-crazed 
women.  At  such  times  we  may  say  that  it  was  his  in^'ariable  rule  to 
ran  every  risk  and  to  rescue  the  sufferers  at  every  hazard. 
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There  was  not  a  particle  of  selfialiness  in  his  character  on  shore, 
but  at  sea,  in  such  emergencies,  he  was  ahnost  unmindfiU  of  the 
dictates  of  prudence.  In  a  record  of  such  rescues  now  before  us, 
written  in  his  own  hand,  grovm  tremulous  by  age,  he  says,  in  enter- 
ing an  instance  of  more  than  ordinary  danger,  ''How  little  a  man 
knows  himself  when  he  sees  a  fellow-being  in  danger  of  his  life! " — 
meaning,  unquestionably,  that  then  the  sense  of  personal  danger  is 
quite  lost  in  the  overi^owering  instincts  of  humanity.  There  is  some- 
thing else  too  in  this  record  which  we  ought  to  notice.  If  a  warm 
and  generous  humanity,  strong  only  in  its  aspiration,  but  meek  and 
lowly  in  the  presence  of  his  God,  make  a  man  a  christian,  Capt. 
Crocker  was  as  true  a  one  as  any  church  in  the  universe  can  produce. 

It  has  been  said  that  in  spite  of  outward  appearances,  no  dass  of 
men  is  more  truly  reverential  than  that  which  studies  the  Creator  and 
the  Preserver  in  the  wonders  and  fortunes  of  the  great  deep.  This 
modest  journal  before  us  is  entitled  ''A  statement  of  cases  of  distress 
wherein  R.  R.  Crocker  was  llie  instrument  of  a  kind  Providence^  in 
saving  thirty-two  fellow-beings  from  a  watery  grave. "  Through  it 
runs  the  spirit  with  which  it  commences.  Thanks  for  success  are 
uniformly  given.  Not  a  favorable  wind  springs  up,  nor  is  an  angry 
biUow  calmed,  at  the  instant  of  a  threatened  catastrophe,  but 
through  the  goodness  of  God. 

A  kind,  generous,  large-hearted  old  sailor,  who  "loved  his  fellow- 
men  "-^will  he  not  find,  like  the  Arab  in  the  story,  that  his  ''name 
leads  all  the  rest,"  in  the  record  of  those  "who  love  the  Lord?" 

In  April,  1833,  the  post  of  Secretary  of  the  Bedford  Commercial 
Insurance  Company  in  this  city  becoming  vacant,  he  was  invited  to 
assume  its  duties,  which  invitation  he  accepted.  In  1834  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  this  State;  but 
continued  to  fulfill  the  duties  of  secretary  for  which  he  was  particu- 
larly fitted,  until  1845,  when  an  assistant  secretary  was  elected. 
This  relieved  him  from  cares  and  resxK)nsibilities  which  his  increas- 
ing years  rendered  onerous.  He  was  afterward,  upon  a  change  in 
the  management  of  the  Company,  elected  vice-president,  almost  a 
nominal  ofBce,  but  to  which,  by  the  consideration  of  the  stockholders, 
a  handsome  salary  was  attached.  He  continued  to  frequent  the 
office  of  the  company,  and  was  there,  as  usual,  upon  the  Saturday 
preceding  his  death.  His  general  constitution  remained  unimpaired 
to  the  last.  His  "age  "  was  "as  a  lusty  winter,  frosty  but  kindly." 
He  had  no  disease  except  the  organic  one  of  which  he  died.  All  will 
remember  him,  not  in  the  advanced  stages  of  senility,  with  impaired 
intellect,  and  a  bowed  and  broken  frame,  but  erect,  hale  and  hearty, 
with  a  firm  step,  and  almost  juvenile  activity. 
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When  a  man  passes  through  a  prolonged  life  not  only  ^thont 
making  an  enemy,  bat  constantly  creating  abont  himself  wann  and 
devoted  friends,  the  condusion  that  he  was  a  good  man  is  neoesmy 
and  inevitable.  This  was  the  lot  of  Gapt  Crocker.  We  never  knew 
a  man  more  universally  beloved.  He  attached  every  body  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact — ^his  cotemporaries  in  age,  yoong  men 
and  women,  and  little  children.  He  had  always  a  kind  word  and  a 
smile  ready  for  alL 

All  that  is  passed  now.  ''Weary,  and  old  of  service,*'  he  has  gone 
to  his  rest  and  to  his  reward.  His  ship  is  safely  moored  in  eternal 
harbors ;  the  vicissitudes  of  his  voyage  of  life  are  now  over.  Provi- 
dence was  good  to  him  to  the  last,  and  he  died  as  he  wished  to  die, 
suddenly  and  without  prolonged  pain.  His- venerable  fozm  will  no 
more  appear  in  its  accustomed  and  familiar  place ;  his  cordial  voioe 
wiU  no  more  offer  the  civilties  of  the  hour ;  he  has  told  his  last  sfcoiy; 
he  has  done  his  last  kind  act  Yet  he  leaves  behind  him  a  memorj 
green  and  fresh  as  were  his  declining  years — a  memory  thai  wiU 
be  cherished  in  as  many  hearts  as  knew  his  own,  and  in  every  dima 
that  he  has  ever  visited. 


THOMAS  B.  WHITE. 

[From  the  daily  Mercury  of  January  20iih,  1878.] 

We  are  pained  to  record  this  morning  the  death  of  Thomas  B. 
White,  who  died  at  his  residence,  yesterday,  of  congestion  of  the 
lungs,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  Mr.  White  was  a  native  of 
Kewburyport,  and  came  to  this  city  in  1838  to  take  a  situation  as 
oierk  in  the  Bedford  Commercial  Bank,  a  position  which  he  ably 
filled,  with  such  satisfaction  to  .the  directors  and  to  the  community, 
that  some  five  years  subsequently,  on  the  retirement  of  James 
Grooker,  he  succeeded  to  the  cashiership.  Mr.  White  was  a 
member  of  the  first  Board  of  Alderman  of  this  city;  served  for 
nearly  twenty  years  as  a  trustee  of  the  Five  Cents  Savings  Institution; 
was  at  one  time  chairmen  of  the  New  Bedford  Lyceum ;  for  a  long 
period  he  was  treasurer  of  the  First  Congregational  Society,  of 
which  he  was  a  prominent  member,  and  he  filled  many  other  places 
to  which  he  was  called  by  his  fellow  citizens,  whose  confidence  he 
had  won.  His  love  of  music  was  well  known,  but  it  is  not  so  weU 
known  that  he  was  a  theoretical  musician  of  no  mean  ability,  and 
that  some  of  his  compositions  are  of  a  superior  order.  The  piece 
written  by  him  several  years  ago,  familiar  to  many,  under  th^  title 
of  "Go  to  the  Grave,"  is  one  of  tiiose  happy  conceptions  which  come 
VMm  short  of  inspiration. 

Thus  for  thirty-five  years  Mr.  White  has  been  in  various  ways 
identified  with  this  community,  and  widely  known  as  an  upright 
citizen,  has  lived  among  us  a  life  without  reproach.  To  say  that  he 
was  an  honest  man  is  saying  not  only  that  he  had  a  sensitive  regard 
for  the  rights  of  others,  but  that  he  labored  consdentioufily  to 
satisfy  his  own  high  idea  of  duty,  in  all  the  relations  of  life.  How 
succMsful  he  has  been  in  this  may  be  learned  from  the  kind  eulog- 
iums  that  now  fall  from  the  lips  of  all  who  knew  him.  "WeU  done, 
good  and  faithful  servant."  In  the  record  of  such  a  character  he 
leaves  a  rich  bequest  to  his  fellow  citizens,  and  the  sweetest  conso- 
lation for  those  who  mourn  the  irreparable  loss  of  a  beloved  friend. 

William  G.  Baktt. 
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[From  the  Evening  Standard  of  Jannaiy  29tlit  1878.] 

We  lament  to  record  to-day  the  death,  by  an  apoplectic  attack, 
of  onr  aged  and  highly  esteemed  fellow  citizen  Thomas  B.  "White, 
Esq.,  cashier  of  the  National  Bank  of  Commerce,  formerly  the 
Bedford  Commercial  Bank.  Mr.  White  was  connected  with  that 
institution  for  thirty-five  years ;  two  years  as  clerk,  and  the  remain- 
der of  the  time  as  cashier.  He  was  a  member  of  tlie  first  Board  of 
Aldermen  elected  in  our  city,  and  a  few  days  before  his  death 
declined  further  service  as  a  trustee  of  the  Five  Cent  Savings  Bank, 
a  situation  held  by  him  from  the  beginning  of  that  institution,  a 
X>erioil  of  about  twenty  years.  He  was  for  a  long  time  treasurer  of 
the  Unitarian  Society,  and  president  of  the  New  Bedford  Lyceum, 
and  one  of  the  directors  of  the  old  Social  Library. 

Mr.  White  came  to  this  city  from  Newburyjxjrt,  of  which  place  he 
was  a  native.  Since  his  residence  among  us,  his  faithfulness  in  the 
discharge  of  every  trust,  his  unfailing  courtesy  of  manner  towards 
all  with  whom  he  had  intercourse,  and  the  attractive  unselfishness 
of  his  character,  have  won  for  him  the  esteem  and  regard  of  oil  who 
have  known  him.  His  love  of  music  was  a  marked  and  interesting 
trait  in  his  character,  and  his  proficiency  in  that  beautiful  art  was  a 
source  of  constant  enjoyment  both  to  himself  and  his  friends,  until 
his  voice,  weakened  by  age,  could  no  longer  give  expression  to  his 
emotions,  and  the  deafened  ear  could  no  more  drink  in  the  sweet 
tones  he  had  been  so  delighted  to  hear. 

But  not  the  memory  only  of  his  musical  taste  and  ability  will 
Burviv.e  him.  Li  the  tones  of  that  sweet  melody  usually  connected 
with  the  beautiful  hynm,  commencing  witli  the  words,  **  Gro  to  the 
grave  in  all  thy  glorious  prime,  "  composed  by  him,  the  inflnenoe  of 
his  tenderness  of  spirit  and  power  of  musical  expression  will  long 
survive  to  give  hope  and  consolation  amid  the  sorrows  of  bereave- 
ment. Mr.  White  was  never  married ;  but  by  his  death  ties  are 
severed,  near  and  long  continued,  and  beautiful  in  their  cliaracter, 
whose  dissolution  will  bring  deep  and  long  continued  sadness.  "He 
has  gone  to  his  grave,  but  we  will  not  deplore  him, "  for  he  has  gone 
in  a  ripe  old  age,  and  left  behind  him  a  record  redolent  with  the 
perfume  of  quiet  usefulness,  a  bcautifid  self-forgetfulness,  and  of  the 
purest  integrity. 

James  B.  Congdon. 
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[From  the  Evening  Standard  of  January  25th,  1873.] 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Directors  of  the  National  Bank 
of  Commerce  on  Thursday  last,  the  following  expression 
of  sentiment,  proposed  by  Hon.  William  J.  Rotch,  was 
voted  to  be  entered  on  the  records  and  transmitted  to  the 
family  of  the  late  Thomas  B.  White : — 

Inasmuch  as  it  ha»  pleased  an  all  wise  Providence  to  call  from 
the  field  of  his  earthly  labor,  our  associate  Thomas  B.  "White,  who 
for  thirty-five  years  has  been  connected  with  this  Bank,  during 
thirty-three  of  which,  and  almost  to  the  very  hour  of  his  death,  he 
has  discharged  the  duties  of  its  cashier.  We  therefore,  the  Directors 
of  the  National  Bank  of  (Commerce,  desire  to  place  upon  the  records 
of  the  Bank  the  testimony  which  we  bear  to  the  rare  fidelity  of  his 
long  and  devoted  service ;  to  that  unselfish  and  genial  nature  which 
has  lent  its  own  charm  to  the  many  years  of  our  official  and  social 
intercourse;  and  yet  more  to  that  sterling  integrity  of  character 
which  has  kept  his  name  unsullied,  lifting  it  above  even  the  breath 
of  suspicion  into  the  purer  air  of  unquestioned  honesty. 

We  desire  also  that  the  testimony,  which  we  bear  to  the  faithful, 
unselfish  and  genial  service  of  our  friend,  sliould  not  rest  upon  the 
records  of  the  Bank  alone,  but  should  go  with  our  earnest  and  heart- 
felt sympathy  to  the  bereaved  family  in  this  hour  of  their  affliction. 


\ 
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THE  MUSEUM  OF  NATURAL  HISTORY. 

This  Mnseain  is  now  the  property  of  the  City  of  New  Bedford, 
and  is  under  the  care  of  the  trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Librazy. 
Our  last  Annual  Report  gave  the  particulars  of  its  transfer,  and  the 
relation  in  which  it  stands  to  the  City,  and  to  the  trustees. 

The  Museum  continues  in  charge  of  the  Young  Men's  Natural 
History  Society,  by  which  society  it  was  gathered. 

The  President  of  the  society  in  his  last  report  to  the  Board  of 
Tnistees,  says, — **The  Museum  of  Natural  History,  is  open  to  the 
public  every  Thursday/  evening.  Some  new  specimens  have  been 
added  in  the  last  few  months.  I  think  the  step  taken  last  fall,  taking 
scholars  from*  the  High-School  as  members,  a  very  good  one — ^they 
seem  much  interested  and  desirous  of  learning  as  well  as  of  adding 
to  the  Museum. "  The  President  speaks  of  the  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  members,  and  of  the  visitors  to  the  MiLscum.  He  says  the 
latter  imiformly  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  Collection. 

Officebs  op  the  Youxo  Men's  Naturaii  Hisronx  SociErr, 

President,  E.  V.  McLeod. 
Vice-President,  Franklin  Tobet,  Jr. 
Recording  Secretary,  WrLUAM  O.  Devoll 
Corresponding  Secretary,  R  G.  Tabeb. 
Treasurer,  O.  S.  Paine. 


FREE    PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 


RULES    AND   REGULATIONS. 


Organization  and  Duties  of  tlie  Board  ot  Trustees. 

ARTICLE  I. 

Sect.  1.  Tlie  Mayor  of  the  city  shall  be  President  of  the  Board 
of  Tnistees. 

Sect.  2.  When  he  shall  be  absent  a  presiding  officer  shall  be 
chosen  for  tlie  meeting,  who  for  such  meeting  shall  exercise  all  the 
authority  of  the  President. 

Sect.  3.     The  Clerk  shall  preside  pending  such  notice. 

Sect.  4.  When  President  and  Clerk  shall  both  be  absent,  auv 
member  may  call  the  meeting  to  order  and  preside  at  a  choice  of  a 
President  pro  tempore,  • 

ARTICLE  n. 

Sect.  1.     The  Board  shall  have  four  Standing  Committees,  to  wit: 

On  the  Library,  to  consist  of  four  members,  of  whom  the  President 
shall  be  one  and  its  Chairman. 

On  the  Building,  to  consist  of  two  members. 

On  Binding  and  Blanks,  to  consist  of  two  members. 

On  the  Museum,  to  consist  of  three  members. 

The4se  Committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President  at  the  first 
meeting  in  the  year,  unless  a  vote  shall  be  passed  for  their  election 
by  the  Board.  If  not  then  appointed  or  chosen,  it  can  be  done  at 
any  subsequent  meeting. 

Sect.  2.  Vacancies  in  any  Standing  Committee  can  be  fiUed  at 
any  meeting. 

Sect.  8.    Special  Committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President. 

o 
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ARTICLE  in. 

Sect.  1.  Tli*.*  first  moeting  in  tho  year  shall  be  held  on  the  next 
Saturday  after  the  election  of  the  TnLstees ;  wliich  meeting  8hall  be 
called  bv  the  Clerk  under  the  direction  of  the  Mavor,  bv  written 
notices  to  each  meinl>er. 

Sect.  2.  Meetings  sliall  bi>  held  on  the  first  Saturday  of  every 
month. 

Sect.  3.  Notices  of  all  meetings  sliall  be  sent  under  the  direction 
of  the  Clerk,  to  the  membei-s  throuf^h  the  post-office,  or  delivered  at 
their  respective  residencies,  and  in  the  first  named  case  they  shaU  be 
sent  the  day  pre>-ious  to  the  meeting. 

Sect,  -k,  Si>ecial  meetings  shaU  be  called  by  the  Clerk  upon  the 
request  of  any  meml>er,  such  meeting  not  to  be  c:dled  sooner  than 
the  next  day  after  such  recjuest  shall  be  made. 

Sect.  5.     Four  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Sect.  1.     Tlie  Standing  Committee  on  the  Library  shtdl 
Purcliasc  tdl  books; 
Sul)scribe  for  the  ijeriodicids; 
Prepare  tlie  Annual  lieport;  and 

Direct  the  Librarian  as  to  what  books  shall  not  be  aUowed  to  be 
taken  from  the  Library. 

Sect.  2.  The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Building  shall  have  the 
oversight  of  the  rooms,  their  cleaning,  warming,  lighting,  ventila- 
ting, and  reimirs;  and  sluill  direct  with  re;iard  to  the  fixtures,  furni- 
ture, and  repairs. 

Sect.  3.  The  Standing  Committee  on  Blanks  and  Binding  shall 
direct  in  relation  to  the  binding  of  books  and  periodicids  and  their 
preparation  for  tlsc;  proride  all  necessjiry  books  and  blanks  for  the 
lute  of  the  Librarian;  and  decide  all  doubt  fid  questions  as  to  fines 
and  tlie  injury  or  loss  of  books  taken  from  the  Library. 

Sect.  4.  The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Museimi  shall  have  in 
charge  the  Museum  of  Natund  History-,  and  shall  take  all  such  meas- 
ures for  its  s«'curity,  usefulness  and  gro\ii:h  as  may  be  deemed  by 
them  advisable,  within  the  limitations  ordered  by  tho  Board  of 
Trustees. 

Sect.  5.  The  several  Standing  Committees  slioll,  in  all  matteis 
connecteil  iritli  their  respective  duties,  conform  to  all  directioiit 
which  may  be  given  by  a  vote  of  the  Board. 
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ARTICLE  V. 

Sect.  1.  Connectotl  with  the  management  of  the  Libiary  there 
shall  be 

A  Clerk; 

A  Superintendent; 

A  Librarian; 

One  or  more  Assistant  Librarians. 

Se(!T.  2.  The  Clerk  shall  be  the  recording  officer  of  the  Board 
of-Tnisti^es,  and  shall  certify  to  all  bills  which  shall  be  approveil  by 
them.  All  the  rec^jrds  and  papc'rs  of  the  Board  shall  be  in  his  pos- 
session, sul)ject  to  its  order.  In  the  al)sence  of  the  Clerk  at  any 
meeting,  the  President  shall  appoint  a  Clerk  pro  tempore. 

Sect.  3.  The  Superintendent  of  the  Library  shidl  have  a  general 
oversight  of  the  operations  of  the  Library  not  connected  with  the  ar- 
rangement, custody  and  circulation  of  the  books  and  other  publicii- 
tions  or  any  other  part  of  its  management  belonging  to  the  offict^  of 
Librarian;  he  shall  perform  all  such  duties  as  may  be  assigned  to  him 
by  the  Board  or  either  of  its  Standing  Committees;  he  shaU  conduct 
all  the  corresi)ondence  of  the  Board;  examine  all  bills  and  keep  an 
exact  ac^jount  of  jdl  authorized  expenditures,  placing  under  different 
heads  the  di^niauds  allowed  and  ordered  to  l>e  charged  to  the  account 
of  the  g<»nenil  expenditure  and  to  the  sevend  Trust  Funds  whose  in- 
c<^me  is  exp(»nded  undiT  the  direction  of  the  Board.  He  shall,  at 
every  meeting  of  the  Board,  lay  b<»fore  them  in  writing  any  subject 
which  he  may  consider  as  calling  for  their  attention.  It  sliall  be 
his  duty  to  rectave  and  to  act  upon  all  recjuests  for  leave  io  take 
from  the  Librarj'  any  book  not  intended  for  general  circidation.  He 
shall  receive,  from  time  to  time,  from  the  Librarian,  an  account  of 
any  books  which  may  be  missing  and  advise  with  him  as  to  the 
necessjiry  measures  for  their  rec^)very,  and  in  relation  to  any  other 
dei)artment  of  the  operation  of  the  institution. 

The  Superinti»ndent  shall  have  charge  of  the  Museum  and  Collec- 
tions in  Naturid  History  belonging  to  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  and 
shidl,  under  the  direction  of  the  Trustees  or  the  Standing  Committ-ee 
on  the  Museum,  take  all  such  measures  for  its  preservation,  increase, 
and  profitiible  aiTanj^ement  and  exhibition,  as  may  be  called  for,  that 
the  design  (^f  its  establishment  and  of  its  purcliast*  by  the  city  may 
be  accomi>lLshed. 

Sect.  4.  Tlie  Librarian  shall  have  the  charge  of  aU  the  rooms  oc- 
cupied by  the  librarj',  and  the  custody  of  all  the  property  connected 
with  it,  contained  in  them.  He  shall  be  resiK>nsible  to  the  Trustees 
for  the  fidthful  discliarge  of  his  duties.     All  the  books,  i>eriodiculs, 
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maps,  charts,  mnuuscrips  ami  x^iotnres  shall  he  cat^ilogiied  and  arrangted 
by  him;  and  in  all  matt(»r.s  connected  ii'ith  their  use,  preservation,  and 
circulatiun,  he  sliull  see  tliut  the  rules  and  regidations  of  tlie  Trustees 
are  complied  witli.  It  shall  be  liis  duty  to  preserve  order  in  the 
Liibi'arj--r<)oms,  and  to  do  whatever  may  l>e  required  to  facilitate  the 
examination  ami  periLSiU  of  the  books  and  pi*riodic;ds,  and  the  con- 
venience of  all  visitors  and  takers  of  bix)ks  for  circulation.  The 
Librai-iim  shall  from  time  to  time,  and  as  often  as  once  in  three 
montlLS,  make  out  a  list  for  the  SniM^rintendent  of  all  the  books  miss- 
ing, and  such  measures  may  be  taken  by  these  two  officers  as  they 

mav  consider  best  calculated  for  their  rocoverv. 

••  • 

He  shall  receive  idl  lines,  keeping  a  record  of  the  same,  and  may 
from  any  funcls  in  liis  Inmds  meet  any  i)etty  ex^wnditures  necessaiy 
in  his  dejmrtment. 

Sectt.  5.  The  Assistant  Libnirians  shidl  perform  their  duties  imder 
tlie  direction  of  the  LiV>rariim;  and  when  the  List  named  officer  is 
absent,  the  Libraiy  shall  be  under  the  charge  of  the  Assistant  he 
may  designate,  ludi^s  the  TnLstees  otherwise  «.>rder. 

Sect.  6.  The  Suiwrintendent,  Clerk,  Lil.>rarian  and  Assistant  Li- 
brarians, and  all  other  officers  they  may  think  pn^per  to  employ,  shall 
be  apix)inted  by  the  Trustees;  they  shall  receive  such  comi)ensation  as 
the  Board  shall  allow,  payable  quarterly,  and  shall  hold  their  respec- 
tive places  during  it«  pleasure.  Should  the  Suix*rintendent  be  ab- 
sent, or  should  there  Ik?  a  vacaucv  in  the  office,  tlie  Clerk  sliall 
perform  the  duties  of  that  office  diuing  such  absence  or  \Ticancy. 

Library  Regulations. 

ARTICLE  \1, 

WHEN  OPEN. 

Se<t.  1.  Tlie  Library  sliall  be  oi>en  every  day,  Sundays,  New 
Year's  Day  and  the  Legal  Holidays  excepted. 

Sect.  2.  From  April  1st  to  August  31st,  both  inclusive,  from  8 
oVlock  A.  M.  to  1  o'clock  P.  M.,  from  3  o'clock  to  6  o'clock  and  from 
7  o'clock  to  9  o'cloc^k  P.  M. 

Sect.  3.  During  the  other  months,  from  10  o'clock  A.  M.  to  1 
o'clock  P.  M.  and  from  3  to  6  and  from  7  to  9  o'clock  P.  M. 

RiGirrs  AND  duties  of  visttors. 

Sect.  4.  All  persons  resident  in  New  Bedford,  of  16  yean  of  age 
and  upwards,  shall  have  the  right  to  visit  the  rooms,  and  to  use 
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tliei-ein  the  b<x)kfl,  peritxiicnla,  Jcc,  subject  to  such  regulations  and 
rentrictioDH  an  the  Coiiimitt<»o  on  the  Library  nuiy  from  time  to  time 
institute  \i-ith  the  npprobiitioii  of  tlie  Board. 

Seutf.  5.  MeaKurt's  shiill  In*  takeu  to  guard  against  loss  or  (Lunage 
bj  reason  of  snch  usiM»f  tlio  Libmiy  property,  and  to  insure  quiet 
and  deconun  in  all  tlu^  hmhus. 

Sect.  (>.  A  failun*  to  meet  any  i)ecuniarj'  liability,  or  to  conform 
to  the  rules,  sludl  \h-  considerod  a  forfeiture  of  the  right  to  the  use  of 
the  Libnuy  proiwrty  in  :my  form. 

Sect.  7.  Stiimgers,  intrtKbic^Hl  by  a  Trustee  or  a  member  of  the 
City  Council,  may  bt»  allowtnl  the  p^i^'ileg('s  of  Residents  for  four  weeks. 

CIUCIJLATION    OF   BOOKS. 

Sectt.  8.  B(M>kH  may  1m»  taken  from  the  Library  by  all  rcfddent 
adults,  and  by  aU  rosidi  nt  married  minors. 

Sect.  9.  A  dehvcry  upon  the  order  of  a  resident  shall  be  consider- 
ed a  delivery  to  him  in  ptrrsfm. 

Sect.  10.  All  orders  for  lK)oks  shall  name  the  i>er8on  to  receive 
them,  and  the  books  shall  be  delivered  to  no  other.  There  shall  be 
an  order  for  eaeh  dt'livt^rj'. 

Sect.  11.  Minors  1(>  years  old  or  upwards,  resident  in  the  city, 
may  1>e  allowed  the  rights  of  adults  as  takers  of  books,  by  filing  with 
the  Librarian  a  certiticsite  signed  by  their  parent  or  guardian  or  some 
other  responsible  person,  also  a  resident,  by  wliich  the  signer  shall 
b(H.*ome  to  the  same  extent  responsible  for  said  minor  as  he  would  be 
for  himself.  A  de{K)sit  to  the  full  value  of  the  volume  called  for  or 
of  the  set  to  which  it  lu'longs  may  t^ike  the  placid  of  such  certificate. 

Sett.  12.  All  i)crsons  having  the  right  to  take  l>ooks  shaU,  before 
exercising  such  right,  entt^r  into  an  obligation  in  writing  that  tliey 
will  obser\'i»  all  the  Rules  and  Rc^guLitions  instituted  for  the  govern- 
ment and  sjifety  of  the*  Libnuy,  which  obligation  shall  be  in  snch 
form  as  the  (/ommitte<'  on  the  Library  sliall  direct,  care  being  taken 
that  it  shall  recrognize  a  ptH^uniary  obligation,  on  the  part  of  such  taker, 
to  the  City  (»f  New  Bejlford,  for  all  tines,  forfeitures,  loss,  or  damage. 

Sect.  18.  No  person  shall  be  idlowed  to  take  a  l>ook  from  the  Li- 
brary, who  apiHuirs  by  the  r<»cords  to  be  accountable  for  a  book 
previously  taken,  or  for  a  fine  or  forfeiture  imposed. 

Sect.  14.  Books  inti^ndtMl  for  general  circulation,  with  such  ex- 
ceptions as  the  Committee  on  the  Library  may  direct,  shall  be  proper- 
ly lettered  and  numlM^retl,  having  on  the  outside  a  label  stating  the 
time  they  may  be  kept  and  the  fine  for  retaining  them  longer. 

c2 
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Sect.  15.  All  the  books,  as  well  as  tlie  periodicals,  manuscrips,  &a , 
shall  be  stamped  with  the  words,  **  New  Bedford  Fbee  Pubijc  Lj- 
BRABY,*'  the  number  being  written  on  the  inside  of  the  cover. 

Sect.   16.     All  the  books  of  the  Library  shall  be  prepared   for 

general  circulation,  except  such  as  thjB  Trustees  shall  order  to  be  kept 
in  the  rooms. 

Sect.   17.     One  volume  oidy  can  be  taken  at  one  time. 

Sectt.  18.     No  book  cjin  l>e  retaken  unless  return tnl  t^)  the  Librarv. 

Sect.  19.     Books  taken  can  l)e  used  in  the  family  of  the  taker  only. 

Sect.  20.  All  books  taken  mav  he  retained  twt)  weeks  unless  a 
shorter  time  is  named  on  the  cover. 

Sect.  21.  A  iKMik  may  he  retaken  uulesw  an  appHcation  for  it  has 
been  nnule  t<>  the  Libiiirian  in  writing. 

Sect.  22.     Tlie  Committee  on  the  Library  may  order  a  new  book 

to  be  retained  in  tlie  rix^ms  for  a  short  time  after  its  purchase,  ancl 

they  may,  if  they  shall  think  j)roi»er,  shorten  the  timt-  it  may  be  kept 
out. 

Sect.  23.  Every  person  entitled  to  take  books  from  the  Librazr 
shall  receive  from  the  Librarian  a  printed  card,  having  on  it  the 
name  of  the  applicant.  The  catalogue  number  of  the  book  asked  for 
should  l)e  \^Titten  in  the  blanks  left  for  the  pur]}ose,  and  this  card 
presented  to  the  Librarian  or  his  assistant  as  the  mode  of  obtaining 
any  book  that  may  be  wanted. 

Sect.  24.  Books  returned  must  hv  delivered  to  the  Librarian  or 
his  assistant. 

Sect.  25.     The  fines  for  retaining  books  beyond  the  allowed  period 

shall  be  one  cent  a  day;  and  for  l>ooks  damaged  or  lost,  the  actual 
loss  sustained. 

Sectt.  2().  All  holders  of  books  lx»yond  the  regulation  period  shall 
l>e  reqiured  to  pay  the  expense  of  sending  for  the  same,  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Librarian  to  send  for  all  books  held  two  weeks 
beyond  the  allowed  time,  and  if  not  then  delivered  they  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  lost. 

Sect.  27.  Books  not  intended  for  general  circulation  may  be  taken 
from  the  Library,  for  a  limited  i>eriod,  upon  an  order  in  writing 

signed  by  the  Superintendent,  a  receipt  being  given  by  the  take* 
therefor. 

Donations. 

ARTICLE  YU. 

SEcr.  1.  A  record  shall  be  kept  by  the  Librarian  of  all  donations 
made  to  the  Library,  which  record  shall  be  placed  before  the  Board 
at  each  monthly  meeting,  when  it  shall  be  read,  and  if  it  be  approved 
inch  approval  shall  be  certified  upon  it  by  the  Clerk. 


/ 
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Sect.  2.  All  books  presented  to  the  Libraiy  shall  have  the  name 
of  the  donor  placed  upon  them,  and  a  list  of  all  the  donations  for  the 
year  shall  be  contained  in  the  annual  report 

Amendments. 

ARTICLE  Vm. 

These  Rules  and  Regulations  may  be  amended  at  any  meeting,  bj 
a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  the  members  of  the  Board;  but  a  majority 
may  amend  at  any  meeting,  if  each  member  shall  have  been  notified 
of  the  proposed  change  and  of  the  time  and  plaoe  of  the  proposed 
action  thereu]>on. 


LIST  OF  PERIODICALS  CURRENTLY  RECEIVED. 


The  letton  following  the  flgores  denoting  tlie  size  of  the  periodical,  signliy  retper- 
liTely,  Y.  yearly,  yir.  half-yearly,  q.  quarterly,  m.  monthly,  >«ii.  semi-monthly,  d.  daily, 
UM.  uncertain. 


Academy,  The.     London.  4^  x. 

Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  Philadelphia. 

—  Journal  4®        rj. 

—  ProceedingB.  8"         x. 
Advocate  of  Peace.     See  American  Peace  S(K*iety. 

Allgemeine  Zeitiing.     Augsburg.  4<^  D. 

American  Academy  of  Arts  and  8<;iences,  Boston. 

—  Memoirs. 

—  Proceedings. 
American  Annual  Cyclopiodia.     New  York. 
American  Antiquarian  Six^iety,  Worcester. 

—  Transactions  and  ColliH;tious. 

—  Proceedings. 
American  Chemist.     New  York. 
American  Entomological  Society,  Philadelphia. 

—  Transactions. 
American  Journal  of  Science  and  Arts,   [Silliman's 

JoumaL]     New^  Haven. 
American  Literary  Gazette  and  PubUshers'  Circular. 

See    Publishers'    and    Stationers'    Weekly 

Trade  Circular. 
American  Peace  Society,  Boston. 

—  Advocate  of  Peace.  8** 
American  Philosophical  Society,  Philadalplua. 

—  Transactions. 

—  Proceedings. 

American  Church  Review.     Hartford. 
American  Social  Science  Association,  New  York. 

—  Journal  of  Social  Science.  8^        jj^ 


4P 

US. 

8° 

vs. 

8® 

T. 

8« 

UK. 

8o 

*I. 

sm.  40 

X. 

80 

T. 

8« 

X. 

40 

UH. 

80 

rx. 

80 

Q* 

41 


Annals  and  Magazine  of  Natural  Histoiy.     London. 

Annual  RegLstor.     Loudon. 

Art,  Pictoritd  and  IndustriaL     London. 

Art-Journal,  The.     London. 

Athenioum,  The.     Loudon. 

Atlantic  Monthly.     Boston. 

Bibliothoca  Sa<,'m  and  Theological  Eclectic.     Andover. 

Bliwkwood's  Ediul)iu*gh  MagJizine.     E«liuburgh. 

Boston  Society  of  Natural  History,  Boston. 

—  Annual. 

—  Memoirs 

—  Iiroco*Hluigs. 

Boston.     See  Amc^rican  Academy  of  Art^s  and  Sciences. 

—  See  American  Peace  Society. 

—  See  Massachusetts  Historical  Society 

—  See  Massachusetts  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 

Cnielty  to  Animals. 

—  See  New  Enghiud  Historic,  Genealogical  Society. 
Botanische  Zeitung.     Leipzig. 

British  Almauac  and  Companion.     See  Society  for  the 
Diffusion  of  useful  Knowledge. 

Britisli  Journal  of  Photograi)hy.     Loudon. 

British  Qiuu^t^rly  Review.     London. 

Bulletin  de  la  Societe  d*  Acclimatation.     See  Socicte 
d'  acclimatation. 

Canadian  NatuniUst  and  Qmirterly  Journal  of  Science. 
]MontreaL 

Catholic  World.     Now  York. 

Chemical  News.     London. 

Christian  Register.     Boston.     [Gift  of  the  Am.  Uni- 
tarian Association.] 

Commercial  and  Financial  Chronicle  and  Hunt*s  Mer- 
chiint's  Mtigazine.     New  York. 

Congregational  Quart<>rly.     Boston. 

Contemporary  Review.     London. 

Daily  Evening  Standard.     New  Bedford. 

Dubhn  University  Magazine.     Dublin. 

Edinburgh  Review.     Edinburgh. 

Engineering.    London. 

Entomologische  Zeitung.     Stettin. 

Essex  Institute,  Salem,  Moss. 

—  Bulletin. 

—  Historical  Collections. 
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Ever}'  SatiiTilay.     Boston.  8° 

Franklin  Institute,  PliiLulelpliia. 

—  Joiinuil  of  the  Franklin  Institute. 
Fraser's  Magazine.     London. 
Friends'  Review.     Philiulelphia. 
GiUaxy,  The.     New  Yt)rk. 
Geograpliicid  Society,  London. 

—  Quarterly  Journal. 
Hardwicke's  Seience  Gossip.     London. 
Harpt»r's  New  Mt)ntldy  ^lagazine.     New  York. 
Historicnd  ^lagazine.     New  York. 
Journal  fuer  die  reine  luid  angewandete  Mathematik.  • 

Berlin.  4^  T. 

Jonmal    of    Social    Seience.      *fe  American    Sociid 
Science  Association. 

Jonmal  of  SpeciiLitive  Philosophy.     St.  Louis.  8°  <|. 

Journal  of  the  Fnuiklin  Institute.     See  Franklin  In- 
stitute. 

Journal  of  the  Royjd  Geographical    Society.     See 
Royal  Geographical  Society. 

Literary  Wt)rld,  The.     Boston.  49  M. 

Litti>ll*s  Living  Age.     Boston.  8®  w. 

London.     See  Gcologie»U  Society. 

—  See  Royal  Geographical  Society. 

—  tSee  Royal  S<wiety. 

—  See  Society  for  the  DifliLsion  of  Useful  Know- 

ledge. 

Macmillan's  Magazine.     London. 
Maine  Historical  Society,  Portland. 

—  Collections. 
Massachusetts  Historical  Soc*iety,  Boston. 

—  Collections. 

—  Proceedings. 
Massachusetts  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty 

to  Dumb  Animals,  Boston. 

—  Our  Dumb  Animals. 
Methodist  Quarterly  Review.     New  York. 
Mittheilungen  aus  Justus  Perthes'  Geograpliisches 

Anstalt  Gotha. 
Nation,  The.  New  York. 
Nature.     London. 

New  Bedford  Daily  ^lercury.     New  Bedford. 
New  England  Historic,  Genealogical  Society,  Boston. 
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—  Now  EugLmd  Historical  and  Genetdogical  Regis- 

ter and  Aiitiqiiikriiin  Joumjd.  8^  Q. 

New  En^landor  aud  Congregational  Re\'iew.     New 

Haven.  8°  Q. 

New  York  (ieiieidogical  and  Biographical  Society, 

New  York. 

—  New  York  GenealogiciU  and  Biographicjd  Record.  8^  Q. 
New  York.     See  Aniericiin  S«)ciid  Science  Association. 

North  American  Review.     Boston.  8*^  Q. 

Notes  and  Queries.     London.  sm,  4°  w. 

Old  and  New.     Boston. 
Our  Dumb  Animals.     jSrc  Massachusetts  Society  for 

the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Dumb  Animals. 
Overland  Monthly.     San  Francisco.  8^  M. 

Pealwxly  Academy  of  Science,  Salem,  Mass. 

—  American  Natundist.  8<^  H. 

—  Memoirs.  mp.  8^        UN. 
Philadelphia  Photographer.     [Including  the  Photo- 
graphic Times,  New  York.  ]     PhiUwlelphia.  8<^  M. 

Philadoli)hia.     See  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences. 

—  See  American  Entomological  Society. 

—  See  American  Philosoi)liical  Society. 

—  See  Franklin  Institute. 

Popular  Science  Review.     London.  8°  Q. 

Portland.     See  Maine  Historical  Society. 

Practical  Magazine,  The.     London.  4^  M. 

Pro\'idence.     See  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society. 

Publishers*  and  Stationers'  Weekly  Trade  Circular. 

[Including  American  Literary  Gazette  and 
PubUshers*  Circular.  ]     New  Y^'ork. 

Publishers'  Circular.     London. 

Quarterly  Journal  of  Microscopical  Science.  Lon- 
don. 

Quarterly  Journal  of  Pure  and  ai)plied  Mathematics. 
London. 

Quarterly  Journal  of  the  Geographical  Society.  See 
Geographical  Society. 

Quarterly  Review.     London. 

Religious  Magazine  and  Monthly  Review.     Boston. 

[Gift  of  the  Am.  Unitarian  Association.] 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  Providence. 

—  Collections. 
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Royal  Geographical  Society,  London. 

—  Journal. 

Boyal  Society,  London. 

—  Fhilofiopliical  Transactions. 

—  Proceedings. 

Salem,  Mass.     See  Essex  Listitnte. 

—  See  Peabody  Academy  of  Science. 
Saturday  Review.     London. 
Scientific  American.     New  York. 
Scribner's  Monthly.     New  York. 
Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington. 

—  Contributions  to  Knowledge. 

—  Miscellaneous  Collections. 

Society  for  the  Diffusion  of  Useful  Knowledge,  Lon- 
don. 

—  British  Almanac  and  Companion. 
Societe  d'  Acclimatation,  Paris. 

—  Bulletin.     [Gift  of  Gideon  Nye,  Jr.] 
Spectator.     London. 

Truebner's  American  and  Oriental  Literary  Record. 

London. 
UniverBalist  Quarterly.     Boston. 
Van  Nostrand^s  Eclectic  Engineering.     New  York. 
Washington,  D.  C.     See  Smithsonian  Listitution. 
Westminster  Review.     London. 
Whitaker*s  Almanac.     London. 
Worcester,  Mass.     See  American  Antiquarian  Society. 
Workshop,  The.    New  York. 
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NEW  BEDFORD  I 
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1874. 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY, 

FOB  THE  YEAR  1874. 


TBUSTEES. 
EX  OFFICIO.    TERMS  EXPIRE  JANUARY,  1876. 

George  B.  Bighmond,  Mayor  of  the  City. 
RuFUS  A.  SouLE,  President  of  the  Common  Council. 
Joseph  Knowles,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the 
City  Council  on  Public  Instruction. 

elected  by  the  city  council. 

George  HowiiAND,  Jr.,  Term  expires  Jan.  1875. 

James  B.  Congdon,  Term  expires  Jan.  1875. 

Warren  Ladd,  Term  expires  Jan.  1876. 

B.  F.  H.  Beed,  Term  expires  Jan.  1876. 

S.  Griffitts  Morgan,  Term  expires  Jan.  1877. 

Thomas  H.  Knowles,  Term  expires  Jan.  1877. 


PRESIDENT. 

The  Mayor. 

CLERK. 

James  B.  Congdon. 


nf^%M'%Ktimwfmw»a 


Feb.  14,  1874,  after  this  sheet  had  gone  through  the  press,  the 
Rules  of  the  Board  were  amended,  Increasing  the  nnmber  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  and  Mr.  Morgan  was  added 
to  the  Committee. 


DONATIONS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1873. 


VolamM.      PamphleU. 
DONORS.  Bound.  Unboond. 

American  Antiquarian  Society, 2 

American  Philosophical  Society, 2 

Bangor  Literary  Association, 1 

Benjamin,  E.B., 1 

Bennett,  A.  W., 4 

Boltwood,  L.  M., 1 

Boston  Public  Library 1             i 

Boyd,  D.  F., 1 

Briggs,  Greo.  A., 7 

Brock,  J.  C 1 

Bronson  Library,  Waterbnry,  Conn., 8 

Bureau  of  Education,  Washington 1                       5 

Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labor, 1 

Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane, 1 

Charlestown  Public  Library, 1 

Chicago  Public  Library, 1 

Chisholm,E.  H., 12 

Cincinnati  Public  Library, 1 

Clifford,  John  H., 1 

CobdenClub, 5 

Coe,  Isaac  H., 2 

Commissioner  of  Education, 2 

Commissioner  of  State  Parks,  New  York,  •  •  1 

Congdon,  James  B., 8                       3 

Crocker,  George  0., 4 

Cutter,  Abram  E., 1 

Dennison,  T.  R., I 

DeVoe,  Thomas  F., 1 

Dexter,  Franklin  B., 1             1 

Dunbar,  George  H., 10                     7 

Ernst,  Carl  W., 1         2           12 

Fall  Blyer  Public  Library, 2 

Farrington,  William  H., 1         1             6 

Grand  Division  Sons  of  Temperance, 8 

Gray,  William 1 

Green,  Andrew  H.f  ,  ,  ,  , 1 


yolamei.      ranpliletii* 
DONOBS.  Boand.   Unbound. 

Harris,  W.  F 1 

Hartford  Young  Men*s  Institute, 2 

Harvard  College, 1 

Hough,  George  T., 17 

Howland,  George,  Jr., 1 

Humphreys,  A.  A., 3 

Library  Company,  Philadelphia, 2 

Library  of  Congress, 1                       2 

Manchester  City  Library, 1 

Mathews,  Thomas  H., 12 

Medford  Public  Library, 1 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  New  York,  .  .  1 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  Philadelphia,  .  1 

Merriam,  C.  L., 1 

Merrill,  Edward  B., 68 

Munsell,  Joel, 12        1             89 

Newton  Free  Library, 1 

New  York  State  Library, 1 

Nye,  Gideon,  Jr., 1                       4 

Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore 1 

Peabody  Institute,  Peabody, 1 

Peirce,  Benjamin, 1 

Phipps,  Abner  J., 1 

Pitman,  Robert  C, 7 

Railroad  Commissioners, 1 

Read,  Robert  G., 1 

Reading  Public  Library, 1 

Rodman,  Benjamin, 2 

Rodman,  Edmund, •    .  .  .  •  1 

Rodman,  Samuel, 1 

Smithsonian  Institution, 1 

Spare,  John, 1 

Staples,  S.  E., 1 

State  Lunatic  Hospital,  Northampton, .  •  •  .  1 

State  of  Massachusetts, 1 

State  of  Nevada, 1 

Stetson,  Thomas  M., 1 

Sumner,  Charles 25                     17 

Taunton  Public  Library, 1 

Thomson,  John  H., 4             9 

Treasury  Department,  Washington 1 

Virginia  Military  Institute, 1 

Walker,  Francis  A., 8 


I  Volamei.      FampUeU. 
DONORS.  Bound.   Unbound. 

Weeks,  John  A 2 

Wheeler,  George  B., 2 

Willey,  Henry, 2  3 

Wilmington  Institnte, 1 

Winchester,  C.  T.,  .  .  • 2 

Wines,  E.  C, 1  l 

Wood,  Henry  T 1 

Worcester  Free  Public  Library 1 

Worth,  Benjamin, 2 

Toong  Men*s  Association,  Buffalo, 1 

Yonng  Men's  Christian  Association,  Worcester,  1 

Young  Men's  Mercantile  Library  Association, 

Cincinnati,  1 
Young  Men's  Mercantile  Library  and  Mechan- 
ics' Institute,  Pittsburg, 1 

NEWSPAPERS    AND    MAGAZINES. 

Anthony,  Edmund.— Dally  Evening  Standard,  18G1-62.    2  v,  fo. 
Lindsey,  Benjamin.— Christian  Philanthropist.  Ed.  by  Daniel  K.  Whit- 
aker.     New  Bedford,  May  14,  1822,  to  May  13,  1823.    4®. 

—  Continental  Journal  and  Weekly  Advertiser,  Boston.    53  num- 

bers; 1777-80. 

—  Dally  Advertiser,  Boston.    38  numbers ;  1809. 

—  Massachusetts  Gazette.    7  numbers ;  1773,  etc. 

—  Boston  Gazette.    3  numbers ;  1773-75. 

—  Boston  Post  Boy  and  Advertiser.    2  numbers ;  1763,  1769. 

—  Royal  American  Gazette.    2  numbers ;  1782,  1784. 

—  Newport  Mercury.    10  numbers ;  1775,  etc. 

—  Whalemen's  Shipping  List.    Vols.  19-24.    New  Bedford,  1861-67. 

6  V.  fo. 
Nye,  Gideon,  Jr.  —  Bulletin  Mensuel  de  la  Soclete  d'  Acclimatation. 
Paris,  1871-73.    22  numbers. 


i?^e:poi?^t. 


To  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Jfeio  Bedford : 

Gentlemen, — ^The  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library, 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Ordinance  by 
which  the  library  was  established,  would  respectfully  pre- 
sent to  you  their  Twenty-Second  Annual  Report. 

Our  Librarian  has  given  us  the  facts  in  relation  to  the 
use  of  the  books  of  the  institution  during  the  year,  and  it 
gives  us  much  satisfaction  to  lay  them  before  you. 

The  number  of  volumes  delivered^  during  the  year  has 
heen  forty-one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

This  shows  a  daily  average  of  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
five. 

The  cards  issued  now  number  as  high  as  twelve  thousand 
four  hundred  and  forty-three. 

The  number  of  cards  for  the  year  has  been  nine  hundred 
and  seventy-four. 

All  the  items  given  exhibit  an  increase  over  the  report 
of  any  former  year. 

The  number  of  volumes  now  upon  our  ca.talogue  is 
thirty  thousand. 

As  we  have  before  stated,  the  statistics  of  circulation 
show  but  imperfectly  the  extent  to  which  our  large  and 
valuable  collection  of  books  has  been  diffusing  knowledge 
and  affording  attractive  and  healthful  recreation. 

The  number  of  readers  at  our  tables,  attracted  by 
the  long  list  of  periodicals,  American  and  foreign,  which 
they  find  there,  and  by  the  facilities  afforded  them  for 
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reading  and  consulting  the  books  of  the  library,  all  of 
which  are  at  their  service  for  this  purpose,  continues  to 
increase ;  and  in  this  respect,  the  value  of  our  institution 
is  every  year  upon  the  increase,  and  its  importance  as  an 
educator  of  the  people  is  becoming  more  highly  appre- 
ciated. 

The  true  extent  of  the  additions  which  have  been  made 
to  the  library  for  the  past  year  can  be  but  imperfectly  ap- 
preciated by  the  fact  that  there  has  been  added  to  our 
catalogue  twenty-three  hundred  bound  volumes. 

We  have,  the  past  year,  as  always  before,  as  the  means 
of  so  doing  have  been  afforded,  promptly  placed  upon  our 
shelves  the  current  issues  from  the  press.  The  public 
expect  us  to  keep  up  with  the  times  in  this  respect,  and 
we  have,  it  is  believed,  not  been  wanting  in  a  proper  ap- 
preciation of  the  rights  and  expectations  of  the  people. 

We  have  also  added  to  our  list  of  periodicals,  as  these 
have  been  presented  to  our  notice,  such  as  have  been  con- 
sidered by  us  valuable,  either  as  vehicles  of  knowledge, 
or  as  affording  to  our  large  number  of  visitors  an  oppor- 
tunity for  refined  and  elevating  recreation. 

The  term  useful  knowledge  has  had  attached  to  it  a 
meaning  far  too  restricted  and  mercenary.  All  knowl- 
edge is  useful  the  tendency  of  which  is  to  elevate  and  re- 
fine. The  powers  which  our  Bountiful  Father  has  con- 
ferred upon  his  children,  if  our  humanity  is  to  be  perfected 
in  accordance  with  his  plan,  muat  be  fully  and  harmoni- 
ously developed.  No  standard  of  manhood  or  womanhood 
is  fitted  to  measure  the  capacities  and  essential  preroga- 
tives of  our  nature  that  excludes  from  the  circle  the  do- 
mains of  art  and  the  imagination. 

Those  upon  whom  devolves  the  important  and  respon- 
sible duty  of  performing  a  part,  however  humble,  in  the 
work  of  training  the  minds  and  hearts  of  a  commanity, 
should  ever  bear  in  mind  these  facts. 


The  educatoi*s  of  the  people  are  bound,  whether  their 
efforts  are  put  forth  in  behalf  of  the  child,  the  j'outh,  or 
the  man,  ever  to  bear  in  mind  the  fact  that  He  who 
made  man  in  His  own  image  could  not  mistake  as  to  the 
qualities  best  fitted  for  humanity's  highest  exaltation.  He 
has  given  to  man  the  germs  of  those  qualities  and  pos- 
sessions which,  when  cultivated  in  harmony  with  His  pur- 
poses, lead  to  that  goal  of  our  humanity  where  it  becomes 
allied  to  the  divine  and  exists  in  harmony  with  it. 

The  treasures  of  art  and  of  literature,  collected  under 
the  guidance  of  such  a  principle  of  action,  are  to  be  re- 
garded as  important  and  essential  instrumentalities  in  this 
work  of  the  education  of  the  people.  With  regard  to  them 
the  position  is  assumed  and  can  be  effectually  sustained,  that 
useful  knowledge  embraces  the  whole  circle  of  acquired 
intelligence  whereby  the  condition  of  man  is  improved, 
his  life  made  wiser  and  happier,  and  the  race  elevated 
above  the  sordid  and  debasing  propensities  of  our  nature 
into  the  higher  atmosphere  of  a  pure  morality  and  a 
rightly  cultivated  intellect. 

Looked  upon  from  this  high  standard,  an  extensive  and 
well- selected  library  must  be  regarded  as  occupying  a 
high  position  among  the  instrumentalities  for  the  educa- 
tion of  the  people. 

There  are  to  be  found,  not  only  the  record  of  man's 
history ;  not  only  the  results  of  his  earnest  and  well- 
directed  labor  in  the  great  work  of  bringing  to  light  the 
secrets  of  nature ;  not  only  the  registry  which  he  has  made 
of  the  devoted  efforts  of  the  gifted  ones  of  earth  in  the  de- 
velopments in  science  and  of  art  by  which  man  is  grad- 
ually discovering  and  adopting  those  plans  for  his  physical 
well-being  which  formed  a  part  of  the  Divine  Plan  in  the 
beginning ;  not  only  the  story  of  man's  struggles  and  tri- 
umphs in  all  that  is  calculated  to  make  this  world  a  more 
enjoyable  and  happier  home  for  the  race ;  but  there,  too, 
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are  gathered  the  fruits  of  the  spirit,  the  results  of  the  work- 
ings of  that  spirit  in  man  which  gives  to  him,  and  all  that 
comes  within  the  sphere  of  his  conceptions,  the  glory  of  a 
radiance  not  born  of  a  mere  physical  existence.  There, 
in  the  boundless  variety  in  which  the  imagination  of  man 
has  given  expression  to  this  wonderful  faculty,  are  to  be 
found  the  inspired  song  of  the  poet,  and  the  glowing  words 
of  the  orator ;  there  romance  gilds  the  affairs  of  men  with 
the  rainbow  hues  of  a  light  borrowed  from  its  own  rich 
resources ;  and  there,  too,  in  the  multitudinous  forms  in 
which  the  thought,  experience  and  inspiration  of  man 
find  utterance,  are  to  be  found  what  the  past  has  treasured 
up  of  man's  intellectual  manifestations,  and  a  transcript  of 
what  the  present  is  bringing  forth  from  the  same  inex- 
haustible fountain. 

In  this  point  of  view  the  accumulations  of  a  large  library 
impress  us,  as  we  look  upon  them,  with  a  deep  and  abiding 
interest.  We  are  surrounded  with  the  work  of  the  world's 
gifted  intellects,  and  the  feeling  excited  partakes  in  no 
small  degree  of  the  emotion  that  would  attend  the  visible 
presence  of  those  who  have  given  to  humanity  its  truest 
and  highest  earthly  glory.  The  teachers  of  the  world  are 
present,  and  we  profoundly  feel  the  influence  which  such 
a  presence  is  calculated  to  excite. 

It  is  difficult  to  overrate  or  overstate  the  influence  which 
such  a  collection  of  the  labors  of  the  world's  most  gifted 
minds  excites  in  a  community  like  ours.  The  minds 
which  are  aroused  into  activity  by  the  training  and  disci- 
pline of  the  schools  which  are  open  to  all,  and  of  whose 
advantages  so  nearly  all  are  partaking,  find  in  the  library 
that  food  which  their  faculties,  aroused  and  rightly  di- 
rected, are  demanding  in  the  work  of  education  still  to  be 
performed,  and  for  that  exercise  of  the  intellect  which  de- 
mands the  recreation  for  which  it  is  fitted  and  for  which 
it  ever  feels  a  craving. 
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The  very  atmosphere  of  a  largo  library  is  elevating  and 
improving.  There  is  asserted  the  supremacy  of  man's  in- 
tellectual and  spiritual  life.  There,  as  ..he  reads  what  past 
wisdom  and  goodness  have  left  behind  for  his  elevation 
and  guidance,  or  muses  upon  the  fact  that  in  this  won- 
derful manner  the  labors  of  past  devotedness  and  intelli- 
gence have  been  preserved  and  accumulated  for  him,  he 
feels  the  joy  and  pride  which  flow  from  the  fact  that,  in 
his  ability  to  understand  and  enjoy  what  has  thus  been 
written  and  gathered  for  him,  he  becomes  allied  to  the 
wisdom,  the  excellence  and  the  inspiration  which  are 
placed  within  his  reach. 

These  general  views,  thus  briefly  and  imperfectly  ex- 
pressed, have  always  been  connected  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  New  Bedford. 

Those  who  have  been  intrusted  with  its  direction,  have 
ever  had  in  view  the  fact  that  our  library  is  a  part  of  our 
system  of  public  education  and  the  complement  of  our 
educational  arrangements ;  and  as  they  have  seen  no  limit 
to  the  work  of  education  short  of  that  training  which  em- 
braces all  the  powers  and  faculties  of  our  humanity,  they 
have,  as  far  as  it  has  been  within  their  reach,  endeavored 
to  make  upon  the  institution  under  their  care  the  impress 
of  this  high  conception  of  man's  wants  and  capacity. 

During  the  year  the  work,  too  long  delayed,  of  placing 
in  some  public  institution  a  fitting  memorial  of  the  legacies 
of  Sylvia  Ann  Rowland,  has  been  completed. 

Under  an  order  which  was  adopted  in  1872,  the  present 
Board  have  completed  what  was  devised  and  partially 
executed  by  their  predecessors. 

The  design  and  the  execution  are  creditable  to  the  city 
and  to  all  who  have  been  in  any  way  connected  with  the 
work. 

A  plain  white  marble  tablet,  on  which  is  inscribed, 
briefly  but  comprehensively,  the  facts  which  it  is  designed 
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to  commemorate  9  has  been  placed  in  the  principal  room  of 
the  Free  Public  Library. 

It  is  surrounded  by  a  frame  of  tasteful  design  and  of 
perfect  execution.  The  whole  work,  both  in  plan  and 
performance,  and  the  place  which  has  been  selected  for  its 
erection,  is  one  which  commends  itself  to  the  good  sense, 
the  feelings  of  propriety,  and  the  grateful  emotions  of  the 
people  of  New  Bedford. 

In  a  simple  and  unostentatious  manner  it  recites  the 
story  of  this  liberal  and  enlightened  benefaction.  It  is  an 
ornament  to  our  library,  and  will,  as  it  is  looked  upon  and 
its  inscription  read,  add  its  influence  to  the  other  elevating 
emotions  of  the  place  to  give  attractiveness  to  the  spot 
chosen  for  its  erection. 

The  following  is  the  inscription  upon  the  tablet : 


THIS   TABLET 
Commemorates  the  enlightened   liberality  of 

who  bestowed  upon  the  City  of 

NEW  BEDFORD 

the  sum  of 

TWO    HUNDRED   THOUSAND    DOLLARS: 

ONE    HUNDRED  THOUSAND 

to  aid  in  supplying  the  City  with 

PURE   WATER; 

and 

ONE    HUNDRED  THOUSAND 

as  a  Fund  for  the  promotion  of 

LIBERAL  EDUCATION, 

by  the  enlargement  of  the 

FREE    PUBLIC    LIBRARY, 

and  by  extending  to  the 

Children  and  Youth 

of  the  City, 

the  means  of  a 

wider  and  more  generous 

CULTURE. 
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It  has  beeu  made  the  duty  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free 
Public  Library  to  give,  in  their  Annual  Reports  to  the 
City  Council,  a  detailed  statement  of  the  expenditures 
made  by  them  from  the  income  of  the  Sylvia  Ann  How- 
land  and  other  Free  Public  Library  Funds. 

We  now  present  for  your  examination,  and  we  trust  for 
your  approval,  the  account  of  our  disbursements  and  the 
present  condition  of  the  income  of  the  funds : 

ANNUAL  STATEMENT  OF  THE  TRUST  FUNDS. 
CITY  TREASURER'S  ACCOUNT. 

Cr.    . 

Balance  of  account,  January  1st,  1878,  f  11,368.82 

One  year's  Interest  on  the  Sylvia  Ann  Howland  Free  Public 

Library  Fund,  8,000.00 

One  year's  interest  on  the  George  Howland  Jr.  Free  Public 

Library  Fund,  96.00 

One  year's  interest  on  the  Charles  W.  Morgan  Free  Public 

Library  Fund,  60.00 


914,519.82. 
Dr. 

Sundry  orders  drawn  by  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  on 
the  City  Treasurer,  as  follows : 

1873.  February  5,  f  528.62 

March,  197.46 

May,  526.00 

July,  409.28 

September,  569.92 

October,  2,251.41 

November,  124.26 

December,  214.84 

1874.  January,  218.75 

1^5,080.54 

Balance,  9,489.28 


914,519.82 


Balance  unexpended,  99,489.28 

Treasurer's  Office,  January  3, 1874. 

JAMES  B.  CONGDON,  City  Treasurer. 
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GEORGE  HOWLAKD  JUNIOR  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

FUND. 

Amount  of  Fund,  $1,G00.00 

Cr. 

1878.    January  Ist.    Balance,  $95.00 

One  year's  interest,  96.00 


$191.00 


Dr. 
J.  AUen  Jr.  &  Cos.  bill,  tablet,  $100.00 

F.  T.  Akin's  and  M.  H.  Bliss's  bills,    $102.06 
Less  i  to  Morgan  Fund,  51.08  51.03  151.08 


Balance  unexpended,  $89.97 


CHARLES  W.  MORGAN  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  FUND. 

Amount  of  Fund,  $1,000.00 

Cr. 

1878.    January  1.    Balance,  $50.00 

One  year's  interest,  60.00 


$110.00 


Dr. 
Leonard  B.  Ellis's  bUl,  $25.50 

F.  T.  Akin's  and  M.  H.  Bliss's  bills,  $102.06 
Less  h  to  Geo.  Howland  Jr.  Fund,         51.03  51.08  76.58 


Balance  unexpended,  $83.47 


SYLVIA  ANN  HOWLAND  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  FUND. 

Amount  of  the  Fund,  $50,000.00 

Cr. 

1878.    January  1.    Balance,  $11,218.89 

One  year's  inti^rest,  8,000.00 


$14,218.89 
Dr. 

Thft  expenditures  firom  the  income  of  this  Aind  have  been  solely  fbr 
books ;  and  fbr  the  seyeral  amounts  orders  have  been  drawn  on  the 
City  Treasury  by  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  in  accord* 
ance  with  the  Ordinance. 

The  bills,  with  their  respective  amounts,  are  as  Ibllows ; 
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T.  Leypold, 

#2.60 

H.  V.  Butler  &  Co., 

t 

• 

1.00 

((        «       <( 

4.00 

John  M.  Barker, 

3.00 

James  W.  Hervey, 

18.00 

Henry  WiUey, 

8.95 

Harper  &  Bros., 

3.35 

Edward  Allison, 

3.60 

Boston  Society  Natural  History, 

3.00 

American  Periodicals, 

110.30 

Estes  &  Lauriat, 

• 

6.25 

John  C.  Allen, 

■ 

36.12 

13.86 

'      9.98 

18.64 

6.10 

17.46 

2.62 

8.00 

5.40 

9.38 

16.00 

7.63 

6.67 

8.43 

6.88 

24.00 

20.00 

10.50 

40.46 

17.25 

10.88 

2.00 

9.06 

6.38 

13.31 

4.80 

18.26 

11.62 

11.25 

2.63 

840.14 

Scribner,  Welford  &  Armstrong, 

$6.80 

6.67 

6.00 

1.40 

10.76 

2.82 

16.81 

14.36 

201.88 

19.87 

46.95 

20.70 

14.37 

1.75 

1,290.18 

19.66 

6.76 

6.00 

1,692.16 

A.  L.  Luyster, 

7.20 

John  H.  Thomson, 

160.00 

C.  E.  Jones, 

1.00 

Caroline  L.  Taber, 

37.00 

Sylvander  Hutchinson, 

% 

$7.01 

84.66 

6.88 

12.23 

14.00 

16.46 

22.28 

8.60 

3.50                   105.91  221.46 
William  H.  Piper  &  Co., 
$162.81                     13.50                   13.46                   815.18 

64.00  568.96 

Aldine,                      $20.00                    5.00  26.00 

Stamp  Collector's  Magazine,  18.34 

H.  Vincent  Butler  &  Co.,  1.00 

Patent  Office,  10.00 

Practical  Magazine,  10.00 

Asher  &  Adams,  30.00 

J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.,  7.60 

G.  W.  Tryon,  Jr.,  5.00 

W.  C.  Amor,  ^,^*i 


E.  AathoDf  ft  Sous,  6^ 

Little,  Brown  ft  Co.,  «.7» 

J.  B.  CoDgaon,  5.00 

Charles  Tabcr  &  Co.,  IW.U 

Butler  &  Fleetwood,  XOO 

D.  G.  Tbomos,  17JS 

Academy  Natural  Sciences,  lO.OO 

B.  'Wcstcrmona  ft  Co.,  6.10 
S.  Q.  Drekc,  79.90 
H.  C.  L»,  6-00 
J.  MntueU,  •  IS8.M 
Wm.  Bradford,  110.00 
J.  H.  Jones,  I.OO 
G.  W.  Tryon,  Jr.,  SM 
A.Denh&m&Co.,  H.H 
Scboenbof  &  Uoeller,  C3.7S 
A.  L.  Lnyster,  1IS.TS 
J.  L.  Slsson,  UJW 

D.  T.  l^ostrand,  WM 
V.  8.  Drake,  S.0O 

E.  W.  Nash,  64.U 
J.  B.  CongdOD,  S.50 

F.  B.  Dexter,  6.00 
Stamp  Collector's  Magatlne,  10.00 
E.  W.  Nash,  lg.00 

G.  F.  Fntnam'B  SoD8,  5,M 
J.  L.  Slsson,  W.00 
a.  W.  Tryon,  Jr.,  S.OO 
J.  L.  SlBSon,  M.00 
Little.  Urowii&Co.,  4.7B 
Harper  &  Bros.,  SJt 
The  Nation,  S.0D 
I.  A.  Stndor,  1.00 
D,  Viin  Nostmud,  3,78 
J.  W.  Barton,  8.00 
D.  G.  Francis,  S7.H 
George  Arnold,  tJ9 
J.  B.  Congdon.  S.OO 

C.  T.  AUen,  S.7» 
3.  L.  SlSBon,  »4.00 

Whole  amonnt  of  bills,  9t,80S.S8 

Balance  nnezpended,  9,4lfi.4l 
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BALANCE  STATEMENT. 

Balanced  to  the  credit  of  the  seyeral  Free  Fablic  Library 

Funds,  as  follows : 

Sylvia  Ann  Howland,  #0,415.41 

George  Howland,  Jr.,  89.97 

Charles  W.  Morgan,  83.47 

Balance  of  an  old  account  unexpended,  .48 


Balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Tmsteeg  of  the  Free  Public 

Library,  as  per  the  statement  of  the  City  Tteadurer,       #9,489.28 


We  present  yon,  with  much  pleasnre,  a  Ibt  of  the  do- 
nations with  which  we  have  been  favored  during  the 
year.  It  embraces  one  hundred  and  fifteen  rolumes  of 
books  and  two  hundred  and  eixtj/seven  pan]t>hlet89  from 
about  one  hundred  different  donors.  It  is  gratifyiDgl  to 
be  able  to  state  the  fact,  that  the  numbet  Of  those  who 
feel  an  interest  in  the  success  and  growth  of  our  institu- 
tion is  increasing,  although,  for  the  past  year,  the  iiumber 
of  volumes  which  their  thoughtful  liberality  has  bestowed 
is  not  as  large  as  in  some  previous  years.  We  return  to 
all  those  who  have  remembered  us  our  thanks  and  the 
thanks  of  the  people  of  the  city,  and  we  can  assure  all 
who  have  added  to  the  accumulations  of  our  library  that 
we  set  a  high  estimate  upon  the  humblest  offeringi  and 
an  estimate  still  higher  upon  that  regard  for  our  institu- 
tion which  has  led  them  to  aid  in  the  promotion  of  its  ob- 
jects. 

Wo  again  repeat,  what  we  have  so  often  stated  in  our 
reports,  that  we  are  glad  and  grateful  to  receive  anything 
in  the  shape  of  a  book,  a  pamphlet,  or  a  newspaper  that 
may  be  placed  in  our  hands.  The  book,  although  it  may 
not  be  very  valuable  to  the  holder,  may  be  one  not  yet 
found  upon  our  shelves ;  although  an  odd  volume,  it  msy, 
if  brought  to  us,  be  found  to  match  with  another  odd  vol- 
ume,  and  thus  a  valuable  set  be  completed. 
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Thousands  of  pamphlets  are  being  daily  destroyed, 
which,  if  brought  to  a  place  where  they  can  be  classified 
and  arranged,  would  be  found  useful  to  some  inquirer  who 
is  seeking  for  information. 

Newspapers  have  for  us  a  rare  attractiveness  and  value. 
We  have,  as  you  well  know,  by  the  liberality  of  the  New 
Bedford  proprietors,  been  placed  in  possession  of  the 
principal  newspapers  which  have  been  published  in  our 
city. 

Our  list  of  donations  for  the  present  year  will  show  you 
that  we  have  had  several  valuable  and  most  welcome  do- 
nations. 

Two  folio  volumes  of  the  Evening  Standard  have  been 
added  to  our  collections  of  that  valuable  paper  by  Edmund 
Anthony,  Esq. 

The  former  editor  and  publisher  of  the  New  Bedford 
Mercury,  to  whom  we  were  indebted  for  a  complete  set  of 
that  paper,  from  its  first  issue  to  the  last  sent  out  under  his 
editorship,  a  donation  in  value  and  importance  second  to 
none  of  which  the  library  has  been  the  recipient,  has  placed 
us  again  under  the  highest  obligation  for  other  and  most 
valuable  gifts. 

We  would  refer  you  to  the  list  we  have  placed  before 
you  for  the  details  of  this  additional  evidence  of  Mr. 
Lindsey's  liberality.  It  comprises,  among  other  most 
welcome  additions  to  our  newspaper  department,  a  com- 
plete set  of  the  Christian  Philanthropist,  a  newspaper  pub- 
lished in  this  city  in  1822-3,  by  Daniel  K.  Whitakor.  We 
have  never  before  been  able  to  procure  it.  The  volumes 
of  the  Whalemen's  Shipping  List  complete  our  set  of  that 
paper. 

We  would  renew  to  Mr.  Lindsey  an  expression  of  our 
grateful  feelings  for  his  enlightened  bounty. 

The  means  at  our  disposal  have  not  permitted  the  exe- 
cution of  a  plan,  announced  in  our  last  report,  for  a  peri- 
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odical  publication  of  a  list  of  the  acquisitions  to  the  library. 

The  labor  and  expense  of  carrying  the  plan  into  execu- 
tion were  found  to  be  beyond  the  ability  of  the  Trustees 
to  supply. 

But  we  hope  that,  in  some  form,  a  practicable  method 
may  be  devised,  so  that  all  who  are  interested  may  be  able 
to  know  the  titles  and  character  of  the  works  from  time  to 
time  added  to  the  library. 

One  obstacle  in  the  way  of  such  a  course  of  proceeding 
is  the  fact,  that  since  the  publication  of  our  last  catalogue, 
four  thousand  volumes^  a  library  in  themselves,  have  been 
added  to  our  collection.  Our  printed  catalogue  includes 
twenty-one  thousand  volumes ;  the  other  four  thousand  are 
to  be  found  upon  the  librarian's  catalogue  only. 

It  would  seem  to  be  the  wisest  course,  to  acquaint  the 
public  with  the  titles  and  character  of  these  numerous 
acquisitions,  before  taking  measures  for  a  publication  of 
those  which  may  be  hereafter  received. 

Both  objects  are  desirable,  and  it  would  give  the  Trus- 
tees great  pleasure  to  have  placed  at  their  disposal  the 
means  which  would  enable  them  to  complete  our  printed 
catalogue  and  issue  a  periodical  bulletin  of  our  accessions. 

In  conclusion,  the  trustees  would  respectfully  call  at- 
tention to  the  fact,  that  the  vastly  increased  and  annually 
increasing  labor  of  our  library  is  performed  with  no  in- 
crease of  laborers  since  its  opening,  more  than  twenty 
years  ago,  with  but  one  sixth  of  the  volumes  it  now  con- 
tains, and  with  but  one  fourth  of  its  present  circulation. 

During  the  past  year,  the  necessity  for  taking  measures 
to  meet  this  great  increase  in  the  extent  and  character  of 
the  work  called  for,  that  the  library  may  be  effectively 
managed  and  its  officers  not  overworked,  has  demanded 
and  received  the  attention  of  the  trustees. 
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They  would,  however,  express  the  conyiction  that 
justice  to  our  excellent  librarian  and  the  best  interests 
of  the  institution  demand  that  arrangements,  more  in  har- 
mony with  the  extent  and  character  of  the  library,  should 
be  at  once  tnatured  and  placed  in  operation. 

George  H.  Dunbab, 
Henby  F.  Thomas, 
Andrew  G,  Pierce, 
Warren  Ladd, 
Horatio  Hathaway^ 
George  Howlanb,  Jr., 
«      James  B.  C!ongix>n, 
J.  WiNGATE  Frost, 
George  F.  Eingmak, 
Trustees  Free  Public  Library. 

City  of  New  Bedford. 
Office  T|tusiX£8  Free  Public  Ijbraby, 

Jan.  3d,  1874. 


APPEiTDIX. 


FREE    PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 


BULBS  AND  BEGULATIOITS. 


Organisation  and  Duties  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

ARTICLE  I. 

• 

Sect.  1.  The  Mayor  of  the  City  shall  be  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees. 

Sect.  2.  When  he  shall  be  absent,  a  presiding  officer  shall  be  chosen 
for  the  meeting,  who,  for  snch  meeting,  shall  exercise  all  the  authority 
of  the  President. 

Sect.  3.    The  Clerk  shall  preside  pending  such  choice. 

Sect.  4.  When  President  and  Clerk  shall  both  be  absent,  any  mem- 
ber may  call  the  meeting  to  order  and  preside  at  a  choice  of  a  President 
pro  tempore, 

AKTICLB  n. 

Sect.  1.    The  Board  shall  have  four  Standing  Committees,  to  wit  t 

On  the  Library,  to  consist  of  five  members,  of  whom  the  President 
shall  be  one  and  its  Chairman. 

On  the  Building,  to  consist  of  two  members. 

On  Binding  and  Blanks,  to  consist  of  two  members. 

On  the  Museum,  to  consist  of  three  members. 

These  Committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President  at  the  flrst 
meeting  in  the  year,  unless  a  vote  shall  be  passed  for  their  election  by 
the  Board.  If  not  then  appointed  or  chosen,  It  can  be  done  at  any 
subsequent  meeting. 
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Sect.  2.    Vacancies  in  any  Standing  Committee  can  be  filled  at  any 
meeting. 
Sect.  8.    Special  Committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Sect.  1.  The  first  meeting  in  the  year  shall  be  held  on  the  next 
Saturday  after  the  election  of  the  Trustees ;  which  meeting  shall  be 
called"  by  the  Clerk,  under  the  direction  of  the  Mayor,  by  written  no- 
tices to  each  member. 

Sect.  2.  Meetings  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Saturday  of  every 
month. 

Sect.  3.  Notices  of  all  meetings  shail  be  sent,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Clerk,  to  the  members  through  the  post-offlce,  or  delivered  at 
their  respective  residences,  and  in  the  first  named  case  they  shall  be 
sent  the  day  previous  to  the  meeting. 

Sect.  4.  Special  meetings  shall  be  called  by  the  Clerk  upon  the  re* 
quest  of  any  member,  such  meeting  not  to  be  called  sooner  than  the 
next  day  after  such  request  shall  be  made. 

Sect.  5.    Four  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Sect.  1.    The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Library  shall 

Purchase  all  books ; 

Subscribe  for  the  periodicals ; 

Prepare  the  Annual  Report ;  and 

Direct  the  Librarian  as  to  what  books  shall  not  be  allowed  to  be 
taken  from  the  Library. 

Sect.  2.  The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Building  shall  have  the 
oversight  of  the  rooms,  their  cleaning,  warming,  lighting,  ventilating 
and  repairs;  and  shall  direct  wHh  regard  to  the  fixtures,  fdrniture, 
and  pictures. 

Sect.  8.  The  Standing  Committee  on  Blanks  and  Binding  shall 
direct  in  relation  to  the  binding  of  books  and  periodicals  and  their 
preparation  for  use ;  provide  oil  necessary  books  and  blanks  for  the 
use  of  the  Librarian ;  and  decide  all  doubt  Ail  questions  as  to  fines  and 
the  iiO^n^  OT  loss  of  books  taken  from  the  Library. 

Sect.  4.  The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Museum  shall  have  in 
charge  the  Museum  of  Natural  History,  and  shall  take  all  such  measures 
for  its  security,  usefulness  and  growth  as  may  be  deemed  by  them  ad- 
visable, within  the  limitations  ordered  by  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

Sect.  5.  The  several  Standing  Committees  shall,  in  all  matters 
connected  with  their  respective  duties,  conform  to  all  directions  which 
may  be  given  by  a  vote  of  the  Board. 


23 


ARTICLE  V. 

Sect.  1.  Connected  with  the  management  of  the  Library  there 
shall  be 

A  Clerk; 

A  Superintendent ; 

A  Librarian ; 

One  or  more  Assistant  Librarians. 

Sect.  2.  The  Clerk  shall  be  the  recording  Officer  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  and  shall  certify  to  all  bills  which  shall  be  approved  by  them. 
All  the  records  and  papers  of  the  Board  shall  be  in  his  possession,  sub- 
ject to  its  order.  In  the  absence  of  the  Clerk  at  any  meeting,  the 
President  shall  appoint  a  Clerk  pro  tempore. 

Sect.  3.  The  Superintendent  of  the  Library  shall  have  a  general 
oversight  of  the  operations  of  the  Library  not  connected  with  the  ar- 
rangement, custody  and  circulation  of  the  books  and  other  publications, 
or  any  other  part  of  its  management  belonging  to  the  office  of  Libra- 
rian ;  he  shall  perform  all  such  duties  as  may  be  assigned  to  him  by  the 
Board  or  either  of  its  Standing  Committees ;  he  shall  conduct  all  the 
correspondence  of  the  Board ;  examine  all  bills  and  keep  an  exact  ac- 
count of  all  authorized  expenditures,  placing  under  different  heads  the 
demands  allowed  and  ordered  to  be  charged  to  the  account  of  the  gen- 
eral expenditure  and  to  the  several  Trust  Funds  whose  income  is  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  Board.  He  shall,  at  every  meeting 
of  the  Board,  lay  before  them  in  writing  any  subject  which  he  may 
consider  as  calling  for  their  attention.  It  shall  be  his  duty  to  receive 
and  to  act  upon  all  requests  for  leave  to  take  Arom  the  Library  any 
book  not  intended  for  general  circulation.  He  shall  receive,  flrom  time 
to  time,  flrom  the  Librarian,  an  account  of  any  books  which  may  be 
missing,  and  advise  with  him  as  to  the  necessary  measures  for  their 
recovery,  and  in  relation  to  any  other  department  of  the  operation  of 
the  Institution. 

The  Superintendent  shall  have  charge  of  the  Museum  and  Collec- 
tions in  Natural  History  belonging  to  the  City  of  New  Bedford,  and 
shall,  under  the  direction  of  the  Trustees  or  the  Standing  Committee 
on  the  Museum,  take  all  such  measures  for  its  preservation,  increase 
and  profitable  arrangement  and  exhibition  as  may  be  called  for,  that  the 
design  of  its  establishment  and  of  its  purchase  by  the  city  may  be  ac- 
complished. 

Sect.  4.  The  Librarian  shall  have  the  charge  of  all  the  rooms  occu- 
pied by  the  Library,  and  the  custody  of  all  the  property  connected 
with  it,  contained  in  them.  He  shall  be  responsible  to  the  Trustees 
for  the  faithftil  discharge  of  his  duties.  All  the  books,  periodicals, 
maps,  charts,  manuscripts  and  pictures  shaU  be  catalogued  and  ar- 
ranged by  him ;  and  in  all  matters  connected  with  their  use,  preserva- 
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Sect.  2.    Vacancies  in  any  Standing  Committee  can  be  filled  at  any 
meeting. 
Sect.  8.    Special  Committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Sect.  1.  The  first  meeting  in  the  year  shall  be  held  on  the  next 
Satnrday  after  the  election  of  the  Trustees ;  which  meeting  shall  be 
called  by  the  Clerk,  under  the  direction  of  the  Mayor,  by  written  no- 
tices to  each  member. 

Sect.  2.  Meetings  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Saturday  of  every 
month. 

Sect.  3.  Notices  of  all  meetings  shall  be  sent,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Clerk,  to  the  members  through  the  post-offlce,  or  delivered  at 
their  respective  residences,  and  in  the  first  named  case  they  shall  be 
sent  the  day  previous  to  the  meeting. 

Sect.  4.  Special  meetings  shall  be  called  by  the  Clerk  upon  the  re- 
quest of  any  member,  such  meeting  not  to  be  called  sooner  than  the 
next  day  after  such  request  shall  be  made. 

Sect.  5.    Four  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum. 

9 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Sect.  1.    The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Library  shall 

Purchase  all  books ; 

Subscribe  for  the  periodicals ; 

Prepare  the  Annual  Report ;  and 

Direct  the  Librarian  as  to  what  books  shall  not  be  allowed  to  be 
taken  from  the  Library. 

Sect.  2.  The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Building  shall  have  the 
oversight  of  the  rooms,  their  cleaning,  warming,  lighting,  ventilating 
and  repairs ;  and  shall  direct  with  regard  to  the  fixtures,  ftimiture, 
and  pictures. 

Sect.  8.  The  Standing  Committee  on  Blanks  and  Binding  shall 
direct  in  relation  to  the  binding  of  books  and  periodicals  and  their 
preparation  for  use ;  provide  all  necessary  books  and  blanks  for  the 
use  of  the  Librarian ;  and  decide  all  doubtfUl  questions  as  to  fines  and 
the  ii^ury  or  loss  of  books  taken  from  the  Library. 

Sect.  4.  The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Museum  shall  have  in 
charge  the  Museum  of  Natural  History,  and  shall  take  all  such  measures 
fbr  its  security,  usefulness  and  growth  as  may  be  deemed  by  them  ad- 
visable, within  the  limitations  ordered  by  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

Sect.  6.  The  several  Standing  Committees  shall,  in  all  mattertf 
connected  with  their  respective  duties,  conform  to  all  directions  which 
may  be  given  by  a  vote  of  the  Board. 
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ARTICLE  V. 

Sect.  1.  Connected  with  the  management  of  the  Library  there 
shall  be 

A  Clerk; 

A  Superintendent ; 

A  Librarian ; 

One  or  more  Assistant  Librarians. 

Sect.  2.  The  Clerk  shall  be  the  recording  Officer  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  and  shall  certify  to  all  bills  which  shall  be  approved  by  them. 
All  the  records  and  papers  of  the  Board  shall  be  in  his  possession,  sub- 
ject to  its  order.  In  the  absence  of  the  Clerk  at  any  meeting,  the 
President  shall  appoint  a  Clerk  pro  tempore. 

Sect.  3.  The  Superintendent  of  the  Library  shall  have  a  general 
oversight  of  the  operations  of  the  Library  not  connected  with  the  ar- 
rangement, custody  and  circulation  of  the  books  and  other  publications, 
or  any  other  part  of  its  management  belonging  to  the  office  of  Libra- 
rian ;  he  shall  perform  all  such  duties  as  may  be  assigned  to  him  by  the 
Board  or  either  of  its  Standing  Committees ;  he  shall  conduct  all  the 
correspondence  of  the  Board ;  examine  all  bills  and  keep  an  exact  ac- 
count of  all  authorized  expenditures,  placing  under  different  heads  the 
demands  allowed  and  ordered  to  be  charged  to  the  account  of  the  gen- 
eral expenditure  and  to  the  several  Trust  Funds  whose  income  is  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  Board.  He  shall,  at  every  meeting 
of  the  Board,  lay  before  them  in  writing  any  subject  which  he  may 
consider  as  calling  for  their  attention.  It  shall  be  his  duty  to  receive 
and  to  act  upon  all  requests  for  leave  to  take  Arom  the  Library  any 
book  not  intended  for  general  circulation.  He  shall  receive,  flrom  time 
to  time,  Arom  the  Librarian,  an  account  of  any  books  which  may  be 
missing,  and  advise  with  him  as  to  the  necessary  measures  for  their 
recovery,  and  in  relation  to  any  other  department  of  the  operation  of 
the  institution. 

The  Superintendent  shall  have  charge  of  the  Museum  and  Collec- 
tions In  Natural  History  belonging  to  the  City  of  New  Bedford,  and 
shall,  under  the  direction  of  the  Trustees  or  the  Standing  Committee 
on  the  Museum,  take  all  such  measures  for  its  preservation,  increase 
and  profitable  arrangement  and  exhibition  as  may  be  called  for,  that  the 
design  of  Its  establishment  and  of  Its  purchase  by  the  city  may  be  ac- 
complished. 

Sect.  4.  The  Librarian  shall  have  the  charge  of  all  the  rooms  occu- 
pied by  the  Library,  and  the  custody  of  all  the  property  connected 
with  It,  contained  In  them.  He  shall  be  responsible  to  the  Trustees 
for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties.  All  the  books,  periodicals, 
maps,  charts,  manuscripts  and  pictures  shall  be  catalogued  and  ar- 
ranged by  him ;  and  in  all  matters  connected  with  their  use,  preserva- 
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Uon  and  circulation,  he  shall  see  that  the  roles  and  regolations  of  the 
Trustees  are  complied  with.  It  shall  be  his  duty  to  preserve  order  in 
the  Library  rooms,  and  to  do  whatever  may  be  required  to  fkcilltata 
the  examination  and  perusal  of  the  books  and  periodicals,  and  the  con- 
venience of  all  visitors  and  takers  of  books  for  circulation.  The  Li« 
brarian  shall,  flrom  time  to  time,  and  as  often  as  once  in  three  months, 
make  out  a  list  for  the  Superintendent  of  all  the  books  missing,  and 
such  measures  may  be  taken  by  these  two  officers  as  they  may  consider 
best  calculated  for  their  recovery. 

He  shall  receive  all  flues,  keeping  a  record  of  the  same,  and  may 
from  any  ftinds  in  his  hands  meet  any  petty  expenditures  necessary  in 
his  department. 

Sect.  5.  The  Assistant  Librarians  shall  perform  their  duties  under 
the  direction  of  the  Librarian ;  and  when  the  last  named  officer  is  ab- 
sent, the  Library  shall  be  under  the  charge  of  the  Assistant  he  may 
designate,  unless  the  Trustees  otherwise  order. 

Sect.  6.  The  Superintendent,  Clerk,  Librarian  and  Assistant  Li- 
brarians, and  all  other  officers  they  may  think  proper  to  employ,  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  Trustees ;  they  shall  receive  such  compensation 
as  the  Board  shall  allow,  payable  quarterly,  and  shall  hold  their  re- 
spective places  during  its  pleasure.  Should  the  Superintendent  be  ab- 
sent, or  shoAd  there  be  a  vacancy  in  the  office,  the  Clerk  shall  perform 
the  duties  of  that  office  during  such  absence  or  vacancy. 


Library  Begulations. 

AKTICLB  VI. 

WHEN  OPEX. 

Sect.  1.  The  Library  shall  be  opened  every  day,  Sundays,  New 
Year's  Day  and  the  Legal  Holidays  excepted. 

Sect.  2.  From  April  1st  to  August  81st,  both  inclusive,  from  8 
o'clock  A.  M.  to  1  o'clock  P.  M.,  from  8  o'clock  to  6  o'clock  and  from 
7  o'clock  to  9  o'clock  P.  M. 

Sect.  8.  During  the  other  months,  from  10  o'clock  A.  M.  to  1  o'clock 
P.  M.,  and  from  8  to  6  and  7  to  9  o'clock  P.  M. 

RIGHTS  ANP  DUTIES  OF  VISnORS. 

Sect.  4.  All  persons  resident  in  New  Bedford,  of  16  years  of  age 
and  upwards,  shall  have  the  right  to  visit  the  rooms,  and  to  use  there- 
in the  books,  periodicals,  &c.,  subject  to  such  regulations  and  restric- 
tions as  the  Conmiittee  on  the  Library  msy  from  time  to  time  insti- 
tute with  the  approbation  of  the  Board. 
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Sect.  5.  Measures  shall  be  taken  to  guard  against  loss  or  damage 
by  reason  of  such  use  of  the  Library  property,  and  to  Insure  quiet  and 
decorum  In  all  the  rooms. 

Sect.  6.  A  failure  to  meet  any  pecuniary  liability,  or  to  conform  to 
the  rules,  shall  be  considered  a  forfeiture  of  the  right  to  the  use  of  the 
Library  property  In  any  form. 

Sect.  7.  Strangers,  Introduced  by  a  Trustee  or  a  member  of  the 
City  Council,  may  be  allowed  the  privileges  of  residents  for  four  weeks. 

circulation  of  books. 

Sect.  8.  Books  may  be  taken  Arom  the  Library  by  all  resident 
adults,  and  by  all  resident  married  minors. 

Sect.  9.  A  delivery  upon  the  order  of  a  resident  shaU  be  consld- 
ercd  a  delivery  to  him  In  person. 

Sect.  10.  AU  orders  for  books  shall  name  the  person  to  receive 
them,  and  the  books  shall  be  delivered  to  no  other.  There  shall  be  an 
order  for  each  delivery. 

Sect.  11.  Minors,  16  years  old  or  upwards,  resident  In  the  city, 
may  be  allowed  the  rights  of  adults  as  takers  of  books,  by  filing  with 
the  Librarian  a  certificate  signed  by  their  parent  or  guardian  or  some 
other  responsible  person,  also  a  resident,  by  which  the  signer  shall 
become  to  the  same  extent  responsible  for  said  minor  as  he  would  be 
for  himself.  A  deposit  to  the  ftill  value  of  the  volume  called  for  or  of 
the  set  to  which  it  belongs  may  take  the  place  of  such  certificate. 

Sect.  12.  All  persons  having  the  right  to  take  books  shall,  before 
exercising  such  right,  enter  into  an  obligation  In  writing  that  they  will 
observe  all  the  Rules  and  Regulations  instituted  for  the  government 
and  safety  of  the  Library,  which  obligation  shall  be  in  such  form  as  the 
Committee  on  the  Library  shall  direct,  care  being  taken  that  it  shall 
recognize  a  pecuniary  obligation,  on  the  part  of  such  taker,  to  the  city 
of  New  Bedford,  for  all  fines,  forfeitures,  loss,  or  damage. 

Sect.  13.  No  person  shall  be  allowed  to  take  a  book  from  the 
Library  who  appears  by  the  records  to  be  accountable  for  a  book 
previously  taken,  or  for  a  fine  or  forfeiture  imposed. 

Sect.  14.  Books  intended  for  general  circulation,  with  such  excep- 
tions as  the  Committee  on  the  Library  may  direct,  shall  be  properly 
lettered  and  numbered,  having  on  the  outside  a  label  stating  the  time 
they  may  be  kept,  and  the  fine  for  retaining  them  longer. 

Sect.  15.  All  the  books,  as  well  as  the  periodicals,  manuscripts, 
&c.,  shall  be  stamped  with  the  words,  <*  New  Bbpford  Free  Public 
Library,*'  the  number  being  written  on  the  Inside  of  the  cover. 

Sect.  16.  All  the  books  of  the  Library  shall  be  prepared  for  general 
circulation,  except  such  as  the  Trustees  shall  order  to  be  kept  in  the 
rooms. 

Sect.  17.    One  volume  only  can  be  taken  at  one  time. 
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Sect.  18.    No  book  can  be  retaken  unless  returned  to  the  Library. 

Sect.  19.    Books  taken  can  be  used  in  the  flunily  of  the  taker  only. 

Sect.  20.  All  books  taken  may  be  retained  two  weeks  unless  a 
shorter  time  is  named  on  the  cover. 

Sect.  21.  A  book  may  be  retaken  unless  an  application  for  it  has 
been  made  to  the  Librarian  in  writing. 

Sect.  22.  The  Committee  on  the  Library  may  order  a  new  book  to 
be  retained  in  the  rooms  for  a  short  time  after  its  purchase,  and  they 
may,  if  they  shall  think  proper,  shorten  the  time  it  may  be  kept  out. 

Sect.  23.  Every  person  entitled  to  take  books  flrom  the  Library 
shall  receive  fh)m  the  Librarian  a  printed  card,  having  on  it  the  name 
of  the  applicant.  The  catalogue  number  of  the  book  asked  for  should 
be  written  in  the  blanks  left  for  the  purpose,  and  this  card  presented 
to  the  Librarian  or  his  Assistant  as  the  mode  of  obtaining  any  book 
that  may  be  wanted. 

Sect.  24.  Books  returned  must  be  delivered  to  the  Librarian  or  his 
Assistant. 

Sect.  25.  The  fines  for  retaining  books  beyond  the  allowed  period 
shall  be  one  cent  per  day ;  and  for  books  damaged  or  lost,  the  actual 
loss  sustained. 

Sect.  26.  All  holders  of  books  beyond  the  regulation  period  shall 
be  required  to  pay  the  expense  of  sending  for  the  same,  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Librarian  to  send  for  all  books  held  two  weeks  beyond 
the  allowed  time,  and  if  not  then  delivered  they  shall  be  considered 
as  lost. 

Sect.  27.  Books  not  intedded  for  general  circulation  may  be  taken 
firom  the  Library,  for  a  limited  period,  upon  an  order  in  writing  signed 
by  the  Superintendent,  a  receipt  being  given  by  the  taker  therefor. 

Donations. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

Sect.  1.  A  record  shall  be  kept  by  the  Librarian  of  all  donations 
made  to  the  Library,  which  record  shall  be  placed  before  the  Board  at 
each  monthly  meeting,  when  it  shall  be  read,  and  if  it  be  approved, 
such  approval  shall  be  certified  upon  it  by  the  Clerk. 

Sect.  2.  All  books  presented  to  the  Library  shall  have  the  name  of 
the  donor  placed  upon  them,  and  a  list  of  all  the  donations  fbr  the 
year  shall  be  contaUied  in  the  Annual  Beport, 
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Amendments. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

These  Hales  and  Hegolations  may  be  amended  at  any  meeting  by  a 
vote  of  two  thirds  of  the  members  of  the  Board ;  but  a  mi^o^^y  ^^^y 
amend  at  any  meeting,  if  each  member  shall  have  been  notified  of  the 
proposed  change  and  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  proposed  action 
thereupon. 


LIST  OF  PERIODICALS  CURRENTLY  RECEIVED. 


The  letters  following  the  flgares  denoting  the  size  of  the  periodical,  signlf  j 
speotlTelj:  t^  yearly;  ^r.,  half-yearly;  Q.,  quarterly;  x.,  monthly;  )iu.^  semi- 
monthly; D.t  dally;  ux.,  uncertain. 


••o5»%o«- 


Academji  The.    London 4®  w. 

Academy  of  Natural  Sciences.    Philadelphia. 

—  Joamal • • i®  uk. 

—  Proceedings 8®  n. 

AdTOcate  of  Peace.    See  American  Peace  Society. 

Aldine,  The i<>  m. 

Allgemeine  Zeitung.    Augsburg i®  d. 

Alliance  News,  The i®  w. 

American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences.     Boston. 

—  Memoirs i®  un. 

—  Proceedings 8®  uk. 

American  Annual  Cyclopsedia.    New  York 8®  t. 

American  Antiquarian  Society.    Worcester. 

—  Transactions  and  Collections 8®  uk. 

—  Proceedings 8®  Jr. 

American  Chemist.    New  York «  .  sm.  i^*  m. 

American  Church  Reyiew.    Hartford 8®  q. 

American  Entomological  Society.    Philadelphia. 

—  Transactions 8^  T. 

American  Historical  Record,  and  Repository  of  Notes 

and  Queries 8^  M. 

American  Journal  of  Science  and  Arts,  [Silliman*s 

Journal.]    New  Hayen.  .•...•..•..  8®  M. 

American  Literary  Gazette  and  Publishers'  Circular. 

See  Publishers'  Weekly. 
American  Peace  Society.    Boston. 

^  Advocate  of  Peace 8^  m. 

American  Philosophical  Society.    Philadelphia. 

—  Transactions.  .  .    • .4^  UK. 

-*  Proceedings 8®  uk. 
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American  Social  Science  Association.    New  York. 

—  Journal  of  Social  Science •  ....  8®  UN* 

Annals  and  Magazine  of  Natural  History.    London.  ...  8®  m. 

Annual  Register.    London •...•••  8®  T. 

Art,  Pictorial  and  Industrial.     London i®  m. 

Art  Journal.  The.    London 4®  m: 

Athenteum,  The.     London. i^  w. 

Atlantic  Monthly.    Boston 8^  M. 

Bibliotheca  Sacra  and  Theological  Eclectic.    Andover.  .  8^  q. 

Blackwood's  Edinburgh  Magazine.     Edinburgh 8®  m. 

Boston  Society  of  Natural  History.    Boston. 

—  Annual 18®  T. 

—  Memoirs i®  y. 

—  Proceedings • •  .  8®  y. 

Boston.    See  American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences. 

—  See  American  Peace  Society. 

—  See  Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 

—  See  Massachusetts  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 

Cruelty  to  Animals. 

—  See  New  England  Historic,  Genealogical  Society. 

Botanische  Zcitung.    Leipzig.  • i®  w. 

British  Almanac  and  Companion.  See  Society  for  the 
Difftision  of  Useful  Knowledge. 

British  Journal  of  Photography.    London 8^*  m. 

British  Quarterly  Review.    London 8®  m. 

Bulletin  de  la  Soclete  d'Accllmatatlon.  See  Societe 
d'Accllmatatlon. 

Canadian  Naturalist  and  Quarterly  Journal  of  Science. 

Montreal •  8^*  q. 

Catholic  World.    New  York 8<>  m. 

Chemical  News.    London •  .  •  i®  w. 

Christian  Register.    Boston.    [Gift  of  the  American 

Unitarian  Association.] • /a.  w. 

Commercial  and  Financial  Chronicle  and  Hunt's  Mer- 
chant's Magazine.    New  York «m.  fo,  w. 

Congregational  Quarterly.    Boston 8®  M. 

Contemporary  Review.     London.  •••«••.....  8®  if. 

Dally  Mercury,  The.    New  Bedford.  •  •  • fo,  d. 

Dublin  University  Magazine.    Dublin 8®  M . 

Edinburgh  Review.    Edinburgh .  •  •  .  8®  q. 

Engineering.    London.  •  •  •  • «m.  fo.  w. 

Entomologlscher  Yereln,  Stettin. 

—  Entomologlsche  Zeltung 8®  u. 

Essex  Listltute,  Salem,  Mass. 

—  Bulletin^ 8o  m. 
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Essex  Institute,  contintted. 

—  Historical  Coliectlons 8®  UK. 

Evening  Standard.    New  Bedford /o.  d. 

Erery  Saturday.    Boston •  .  8^  w. 

Franklin  Institute,  Philadelphia. 

—  Journal  of  the  Franklin  Institute 8^  M. 

Eraser's  Magazine.    London S*^  M. 

Friend,  The 8®  w. 

Friends*  Quarterly  Examiner 8®  q. 

Friends*  Review.    Philadelphia. •  •  8®  w. 

Gralaxy,  The.    New  York .  8®  m. 

Geographical  Society,  London. 

—  Quarterly  Journal •  •  •  .  • 8^  q. 

Hardwicke's  Science  Gossip.    London 8®  m. 

Harper's  New  Monthly  Magazine.    New  York 8^  M. 

Historical  Magazine.    New  York.  .  • i^  m. 

Journal  ftier  die  reinc  und  angewandetc  Mathematik. 

Berlin 4®  t. 

Journal  of  Social  Science.    See  American  Social 

Science  Association. 

Journal  of  Speculative  Philosophy.    St.  Louis 8^  q. 

Journal  of  the  Franklin  Institute.    See  Franklin  Institute. 
Journal  of  the  Royal  Geographical  Society.     See  Royal 

Geographical  Society. 

Literar]^  World,  The.    Boston i**  x. 

Littell's  Living  Age.    Boston 8^*  w. 

London.    See  Geological  Society. 

—  See  Royal  Geographical  Society. 

—  See  Royal  Society. 

—  See  Society  for  the  Difltision  of  Useful  Knowledge. 

MacmiUan's  Magazine.    London 8^  M. 

Maine  Historical  Society,  Portland. 

—  Collections 8®  ux. 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  Boston. 

—  Collections 8^  ux. 

—  Proceedings. 8®  T. 

Massachusetts  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty 

to  Animals.    Boston. 

—  Our  Dumb  Animals 4^  M. 

Massachusetts  Teacher.    Boston •  .  8^  M. 

Methodist  Quarterly  Review.    New  York 8®  q. 

Mittheilungen  aus  Justus  Perthes*  Geographischcs 

Anstalt.    Gotha. 4^  Q. 

Nation,  The.    New  York 4«  w. 

Nature.    London •*  w. 
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New  England  Historic,  Genealogical  Society,  Boston. 

—  New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Eegister 

and  Antiquarian  Journal 8® 

New  Englander  and  Congregational  Review.  New  Haven.  8® 
New  York  Genealogical  and  Biographical  Society,  New 

York. 

—  New  York  Genealogical  and  Biographical  Becord.  .  •  8^ 
New  York.    See  American  Social  Science  Association. 

North  American  Reyiew.    Boston .8® 

Notes  and  Queries.    London am,  4® 

Old  and  New.    Boston. 8® 

Our  Dumb  Animals.    See  Massachusetts  Society  for  the 

Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals. 

Overland  Monthly.    San  Francisco 8® 

Feabody  Academy  of  Science,  Salem,  Mass. 

—  American  Naturalist.  • 8^ 

—  Memoirs •  .  .  •  •    imp,  8^ 

Philadelphia  Photographer.     [Including  the  Photographic 

Times,  New  York.]    Philadelphia 8® 

Philadelphia.    See  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences. 

—  See  American  Entomological  Society. 

—  See  American  Philosophical  Society. 

—  See  Franklin  Institute. 

Popular  Science  Review.     London 8^ 

Portland.    See  Maine  Historical  Society. 
Providence.    See  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society. 

Publishers'  Circular.    London • •  •  8® 

Publishers'  Weekly  [formerly   the   Trade   Circular. 

Including  American   Literary  Gazette  and 

Publishers*  Chrcular.]    New  York. 8® 

Quarterly  Journal  of  Microscopical  Science.    London.  .  8® 
Quarterly  Journal  of  Pure  and  Applied  Mathematics. 

London.    .  •  .  • 8® 

Quarterly  Journal  of  the  Geological  Society.     See 

Geological  Society. 

Quarterly  Review.    London 8^ 

Religious  Magazine  and  Monthly  Review.     Boston. 

[Gift  of  the  Am.  Unitarian  Association.]  ...  8® 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  Providence. 

~  Collections 8^ 

Royal  Geographical  Society,  London. 

—  Journal 8^ 

Royal  Society,  London. 

—  Philosophical  Transactions.  ...•..•....•  4^ 

—  Proceedings 8^ 
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Salem,  Mass.    See  Essex  Institute. 

—  See  Peabody  Academy  of  Science. 

Saturday  Review.    London *•  *9m,fo.  w. 

Scientific  American.    New  York /o.  w. 

Scribner*s  Monthly.    New  York.  .  .  •  • 8®  x. 

Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington. 

—  Contributions  to  Knowledge 4^  nv. 

—  Miscellaneous  Collections 8®  uv. 

Societe  d*Acclimatation,  Paris. 

—  Bulletin.     [Gift  of  Gideon  Nye,  Jr.] 8®  m. 

Society  for  the  Division  of  Useftil  Knowledge,  London. 

—  British  Almanac  and  Companion •  •    16^  t. 

Spectator.     London «m.  /o.  w. 

Stamp  Collector's  Magazine 8®  M. 

Stettin,  Prussia.    See  Entomologischcr  Yerein. 

Truebncr's  American  and  Oriental  Literary  Record. 

London • 8^*  X. 

Universalis t  Quarterly.    Boston 8^  q. 

Van  Nostrand's  Eclectic  Engineering.    New  York.  ...  8®  m. 

Washington,  D.  C.    See  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Westminster  Review.    London 8^  q. 

Whalemen's  Shipping  List  and  Merchants*  Transcript. 

New  Bedford. /o.  w. 

Whitaker's  Almanac.    London. 16^  t. 

Worcester,  Mass.    See  American  Antiquarian  Society. 

Workshop,  The.    New  York /o,  m. 


t) 


1912 


w 


^ 


Ju 


Iff 


I 


<  ^♦^  » 


TWENTY-THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


January,  1875. 


w\iii  tt*  T«a«t&»  ot  \*>.%  1 


1878— CITY  DOCUMENT  No.  7. 


TWENTY-THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


TRUSTEES 


OF  THE 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


OF 


NEW  BEDFORD. 


NEW  BEDFORD : 
Fes8Enp]bk  &  Baker,  Printers  to  the  Citt. 

1875. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

FOB    THE   YEAR   1875. 


» ^»» 


TRUSTEES. 

EX  OFFICIO.    TERMS  EXPIRE  JANUARY,  1876. 

ABRAHAM!  H.  IIOWL^VXD,  Jr.,  Mayor  of  the  City. 
EDWIN  DEWS,  President  of  the  Common  Coimcil. 
JOHN  B.  BAYLIES,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  City  CouDca 
on  Public  Instruction. 

ELECTED  BY  THE  CITY  COL^NCIL. 

WARREN  LADD,  Term  expires  Jan.  1876. 

B.  F.  H.  REED,  Term  expires  Jan.  1876. 

S.  GRIFFIT1\S  MORGAN,  Term  expires  Jan.  1877. 

raOMAS  H.  KXOWXES,  Term  expires  Jan.  1877. 

GEORGE  IIOWLAND,  Jr.,  Term  expires  Jan.  1878. 

GEORGE  n.  DUNBAR,  Term  expires  Jan.  1878. 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  BOARD. 

THE  MAYOR. 

CLERK. 

B.  F.  n.  REED. 

COMMITTEES. 

On  the  LiBRARY—The  Mayor,  Messrs.  Ladd,  Howland,  Morgan,  and 

Dunbar. 
On  the  Building — Messrs.  Baylies,  and  Dews. 
On  Bindin<>  and  Blanks — Messrs.  Knowles,  and  Morgan. 
On  the  Museum— Messrs.  Morgan,  Reed,  and  Dunbar. 

SUPERINTENDJ^n'  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

GEORGE  n.  DUNBAR. 

LIBRARIAN.  • 

ROBERT  C.  INGRAIIAM. 

ASSISTANT  LIBRARIANS. 

JOSEPHINE  A.  MERRICK,  MARY  E.  BROWN. 


DONATIONS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1874 


4    ^1 


Volumes.       Pamphlets. 
DONORS.  Bound.    Unbound. 

American  Antiquarian  Society,      ...  2 

American  Philosophical  Society,    ...  1 

Bell,W.  S., 1 

Boston  Public  Library,  .....  6 

Bradlee,  CD., 1 

Brock,' Jethro  C,    ....•.!  1 

Brookline  Public  Library,       ....  1                               1 

Buckminster,  Joseph, 4 

Buffinton,  James,            1                               2 

Bureau  of  Education,  Washington,       .       .  1 

Butler.  B.F., 1 

Butler,  James  D., 33 

Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane,      ...  1 

Chandler,  Charles  F., 1 

Chapman,  Cyrus  W., 1 

Charlestown  Public  Library,          ...  1 

Chicago  Public  Library,         ....  1 

Chisholm,  E.  H., 26                              11 

Clarke,  Henry  B., *    1 

CobdenClub, 6 

Commissioner  of  Lidustrial  Resources, 

Alabama, 1 

Congdon,  Charles  T., 1 

Congdon,  James  B., 1                               2 

Cutter,  Abram  E., 6 

Decanver,  H.  C, 1 

Dexter,  Franklin  B., 1                2 

Edwards,  Henry, 1 

Farrington,  William  H.,         .       .       .       .  19 

Guthrie,  W.  E., 1                l 

Hall,  Mrs.  L  D.. 21              27              22 

Hartford  Young  Men's  Institute,       ...  1 

Harvard  College, 1 

Hawes,  John  A., 1 


4                        CITY  DOCUMENT  No.  7.          January, 

DONORS.  Volumes.       PunphleU. 

Bound.    Unbound.     . 

Hawkins,  Dexter  A., 1      ' 

Holton  Public  library,         ....  1 

Howland,  George,  Jr.,        .....  2              6              234 

Howson,  H., 10 

Hoyt,  David  W., 1 

Hutchinson,  S., 1                                 2 

Indianapolis  Public  Library,         ...  1 

Ladd,  Warren, I 

Lancaster  Library, 1 

I^wrence  Public  Library,     ....  1                                 8 

AjCCfV*  TV  •  JiL*,            ......  x 

Library  Company,  Philadelpliia,          .        .  2 

Lindsey,  Benjamin, 4                                      « 

Lindsley,  J.  B., 1 

McAlpine,  William  J.,          ....  1 
Mercantile  Library  Association,  Baltimore,  1 
Mercantile  Library  Association,  Brooklyn,  1 
Mercantile  Library  Association,  New  York,  1 
Mercantile  Library  Afisociation,  San  Fran- 
cisco,      3 

Merriam,  C.  L., 1 

Mitchell,  C.  L., 2 

Montague,  W.  L.,  ....*.       .  1 

Morgan,  S.  G., *            1 

New  Bedford  Monthly  Meeting  of  Friends,  1 

Newton  Free  Library,   .....  2 

New  York  State  Library, 1 

North  Church,  Salem, 1 

Nye,  Gideon,  Jr., 3 

Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore,      ...  I 

Peabody  Institute,  Danvers,         ...  1 

Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,        ,        .  1 

Pitman,  Robert  C, 56     ■ 

Potter,  William  J., 2 

Quincy,  Josiah  P., 1 

Quincy  Public  Library,        ....  1 

Redwood  IJbrary,          ..'...  I 

Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute,         .       .  1 

Ricketson,  Mrs.  Phebe  P.,     ....  2 

RoberU,  O.  A., 1 

Bodman,  Benjamin,       .       .       *       .       •  2 

Rodman,  Edmund, 1 


1875.  TRUSTEES'  REPORT.  5 

Volumes.       Pamphlets  < 
DONORS.  Bound.    Unbouud. 

Russell,  Wm.  A.,  *        .        *        .        •  15 

Scribner,  Welford  &  Armstrongs  .        .  1 

Smithsonian  Institution,         .        «        .        .       1  2 

Society  of  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen,  K.  V.,  1 

Springfield  City  Library  Association,   ...  3 

Staples,  S.  E.,  .        .  ^ 2 

State  Lunatic  Hospital,  Northampton,  .  1 

4 State  of  Massachusetts,  ....      8 

Terry,  Herbert, 1 

Thompson,  CO., I  . 

Thomson,  John  H 4  13 

Trustees  of  Memorial  Hall,  Andover,   .        .      1  2 

United  States :  Coast  Survey,         ...      1 

Department  of  the  Literlor,     115 

Engineer  Department,  .        .      1  1  3 

War  Department,  .        .  1 

Treasury  Department,  .      1 

Warren  County  Library,  Monmouth,  111.,   . .  1 

Watertown  Public  Library,  ...  1 

Willey, 'Henry, 2  4 

Wilmington  Institute,     .....  1 

Winchester,  C.  T., 2 

Winchester  Town  Library,      ....  1 

Wood,  Jabez, 12 

Worcester  Free  Public  Library,     ....  1 

Worth,  Benjamin,  2 

Young  Men's  Christian  Association, 

Worcester, 1 

Young  Men's  Natural  Hiitory  Society,  New 

Bedford, 2 


NEWSPAPERS  AND  PRINTS. 


Estate  of  J.  F.  Kelley.— Camp  MeetlngJEerald,  Vol.  ii,  Nos.  1,  4;  VoL 
III,  No.  6;  Vol.  IV,  completei^^l*  v,  Nos.  2-4;  Vol.  vi,  com- 
plete.   1864-71. 

Nye,  Gideon,  Jr.-^Bulletln  Mcnsuel  de  la  Soclete  d^Acclhnatation,  1874i 
12  numbers. 

Parsons,  I.  F.—Two  Lithographs  of  the  Lots  belonging  to  the  Nonqultt 
Beach  and  Wharf  Association. 
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Publishers  of  the  Index.— The  Index,  Vols.  1^,  1870-73.    4  v.  fo. 
Purington,  Mrs.  S.  H.— Print,  *'Tomb  of  Washington."    Best,  1801. 

T.  Clarke,  Scnlp. 
Reed.  B.  F.  H.— Tlie  Benevolent  Citizens,  Vol.  1,  No.  1,  Oct  27, 1874. 

—  The  Seaside  Gazette,  1872-73. 

Srailey,A.  K.— Photograph  of  Friends'  School,  Providence. 
Wilcox,  Thomas.— commercial  and  Fmancial  Chronicle,  Vols.  1-4.  N.  Y. 
18a5-C7.    4  V.  4°. 

—  Internal  Revenue  Record.    New  York,  1865-71.    7  v.  4®. 
Wood,  Jabez.— Boston  Gazette,  June  30  and  July  28, 1777. 

—  Continental  Journal  and  Weekly  Advertiser.    Boston,  1777,  Dec.  4, 

19;  1778,  Jan.  1, 15;  1779,  April  1. 

—  Muster  Rolls  of  Capt.  Luther  Wilson's  Company,  1803. 


REPORT. 


To  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  New  Bedford : 

Gentlemen, — The  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library 
respectfully  present  to  you  this,  the  Twenty-Third  Annual 
Report  of  that  institution. 

In  entering  upon  the  performance  of  this  duty  our  thoughts 
immediately  and  naturally  turn  to  our  late  associate,  James 
B.  Congdon,  Esq.,  whose  facile  pen  and  willing  heart  has 
performed  this  service  for  the  Board  for  the  last  thirteen 
consecutive  yearSy  and,  with  only  four  exceptionSy  has  prepared 
every  Report  since  the  establishment  of  the  Library. 

Mr«  Congdon's  connection  with  the  Trustees  dates  from 
the  first ;  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  years  1858,  1859 
and  1860,  has  been  uninterrupted  until  his  resignation, 
which  was  communicated  to  the  present  Board  on  the  1st  of 
August  last.  Such  a  term,  prolonged  for  most  of  the  time 
by  annual  elections,  is  as  honorable  to  him  as  it  has  been 
useful  to  the  institution  he  has  so  devotedly  cherished. 

In  the  appendix  (A)  will  be  found  his  letter  informing  the 
Board  of  his  resignation,  and  the  action  of  his  associates 
thereon. 

Robert  C.  Pitman  was  elected,  in  the  manner  provided  by 
the  ordinance,  to  fill  the  vacancy  for  the  unexpired  term. 

the  library. 

Our  Librarian  furnishes  the  usual  statistics  as  follows : 
The  number  of  volumes  taken  from  the  Library  during 
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the  year  has  been  forty-six  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty. 

This  gives  a  daily  average  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-one. 

The  cards  now  issued  number  thirteen  thousand  and  three 
hundred. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  cards  issued  tor  the  year  is 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-seven. 

The  number  of  volumes  now  belonging  to  the  Library  is 
estimated  at  thirty^two  thousand. 

These  items  are  encouraging.  They  show  a  gain  of  foar 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four  in  the  aggregate 
of  books  delivered,  of  sixteen  in  the  daily  average,  and  of 
two  thousand  volumes  in  the  size  of  the  Library  over  the 
year  1873. 

But  it  is  also  to  be  borne  in  mind,  as  stated  in  last  year's 
Report,  that  **  the  statistics  of  circulation  show  but  imper- 
fectly the  extent  to  which  our  large  and  valuable  collection 
of  books  has  been  diffusing  knowledge  and  affording  attract- 
ive and  healthful  recreation.  The  number  of  readers  at  our 
tables,  attracted  by  thb  long  list  of  periodicals,  American 
and  foreign,  which  they  find  there,  and  by  the  facilities 
afforded  them  for  reading  and  consulting  the  books  of  the 
Library,  all  of  which  are  at  their  service  for  this  purpose, 
continues  to  increase." 

Accompanying  this  Report  we  give  a  table  (Appendix  B) 
showing  the  gradual  growth  of  our  institution  from  its  es- 
tablishment. While  our  population  cannot  be  estimated  to 
have  increased  above  20  per  cent,  in  that  time,  the  chrcula- 
tion  of  our  books  has  more  than  doubled  and  we  have  mul-* 
tiplied  our  volumes  more  than  five  fold. 

We  are  aware  that  these  may  be  deemed  superfidal 
statistics,  and  we  hope  to  see  the  time  when  a  detailed  report 
each  year  of  the  Librarian  shall  contribute  something  to  a 
study  of  those  important  problems  which  are  deeper  than 
numerical  ones.     We  know  how  many  books  are  used ;  we 
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should  be  glad  to  know  what  books  are  used  and  by  whom. 
It  would  be  especially  cheering  if  we  could  know  that  we 
were  every  year  penetrating  with  the  quickening  influence 
of  our  books  a  little  lower  in  our  social  strata,  and  at  the 
same  time  elevating  still  higher  the  tastes  of  our  readers.  So 
far  as  statistips  of  other  public  libraries  have  fallen  under 
our  observation,  it  is  remarkable  how  coincident  are  the 
results  as  to  the  quality  of  the  reading.  Thus  the  Boston 
repoii;  of  1873  gives  74  as  the  perceutage  ot  fiction  and 
juveniles ;  Lawrence  gives  75  as  the  percentage  of  the  same 
class,  and  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  furnishes  as  the  exact  per- 
centage, 73.8,  and  the  competent  expert  who  is  the  librarian 
of  the  latter  city,  adds:  •*  About  three  fourths  of  the 
Belections  will  be  prose  fiction  and  juveniles.  If  a  library 
should  report  a  much  lower  ratio  than  this,  the  necessary 
inference  would  be  that  the  library  was  not  well  furnished  in 
this  department,  that  there  was  some  restriction  on  the  use 
of  these  books,  or  that  the  statistics  were  not  accurately 
kept."  The  able  librarian  who  has  care  of  the  Lawrence 
Free  Public  Library,  has  made  much  study  of  this  matter  of 
what  we  may  call  the  ^  qualitative  analysis  "  of  library  circu- 
lation. In  his  last  report  he  classifies  the  total  circulation 
thus:  sensational  fiction,  10;  wholeson^e  fiction,  40; 
juveniles,  mostly  fiction,  25 ;  solid  reading,  25. 

We  should  be  inclined  to  think  the  above  a  too  favQrable 
estimate  of  the  ordinary  proportion  between  the  wholesome 
and  the  sensational  in  fiction ;  and  on  the  other  hand  we  should 
be  inclined  to  allow  an  appreciable  proportion  of  history, 
biography  and  travels  among  the"  juveniles" :  but  accepting  the 
general  result  we  have  at  least  a  circulation,  three  quarters 
of  which  may  be  deemed  positively  useful ;  for  the  ^^wholesome"* 
modern  novel  can  hardly  have  a  lower  place  assigned  it  in 
the  literature  of  the  century  than  belongs  to  the  essays  of 
the  Spectator  and  its  school  of  writers  in  the  literature  6f  the 
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last ;  while  the  graver  works  of  this  class  sometimes  not  odIj 
exhibit  high  art  but  stimulate  thought  upon  the  deepest 
problems  of  social  and  individual  life. 

We  hope  future  statistics  of  our  library  may  enable  ns  to 
watch  the  effect  of  the  gradual  transformation  of  our  com- 
munity from  a  maritime  to  a  manufacturing  city.  It  is  a 
curious  fact  that  while  we  are  having  satisfaction  in  the 
increase  of  our  circulation,  we  are  still  so  far  behind  some  of 
our  sister  cities.  Thus,  against  our  circulation  of  46,640, 
stands  the  circulation  of  Charlestown  (population  28,323) 
in  1871  at  63,683,  and  Lawrence  (population  28,921)  in 
1873  at  128,463. 

LIBRARIAlf. 

We  continue  to  enjoy  the  services  of  the  same  faithful 
librarian  who  has  been  with  us  from  the  start ;  and  it  has  been 
a  source  of  satisfaction  to  us  that  we  have  been  able  during 
the  year  to  give  him  another  assistant.  We  cannot  say  that 
in  so  doing  we  have  lightened  his  labors ;  for  the  instinct  of 
work  in  such  a  man,  gives  him  no  rest ;  but  in  relieving  him 
in  part  from  the  routine  of  ordinary  service,  we  have  secured 
a  larger  part  of  his  time  for  more  valuable  uses.  Every  one 
who  has  ever  had  occasion  to  use  our  library  for  purposes  of 
reterence,  must  have  a  grateful  appreciation  of  Mr.  Ingraham's 
varied  knowledge  and  of  his  unvarying  courtesy. 

CATALOGUE. 

The  necessity  of  a  catalogue  of  the  large  accessions  to  our 
library  since  1869,  has  been  alluded  to  in  prior  Reports. 
The  Trustees  have  felt  that  the  work  could  no  longer  be 
properly  delayed,  and  on  the  23d  of  March  last  they 
ordered  the  compilation  by  the  librarian  of  a  catalogue  of 
such  accessions  up  to  January  1st,  1874.  The  librarian  has 
devoted  an  amount  of  pains-taking  labor  to  this  work,  which 
will  never  be  fully  appreciated  except  by  those  engaged  in 
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similar  undertakiugs.  Tho  manuscript  has  beon  completed 
and  the  earlier  sheets  are  passing  through  the  press,  but  the 
printing  and  proof-reading  proceeds  so  slowly  that  it  will  be 
months  yet  before  the  work  is  completed.  When  the  time 
comes  for  payment  of  the  expense,  a  special  appropriation 
will  be  rteeded  therefor.  Much  consideration  has  been  given 
during  the  year  to  plans  for  wider  and  earlier  dissemination 
of  information  as  to  additions  to  our  library.  The  Trustees 
in  March  voted  that  quarterly  bulletins  of  accessions  be 
published ;  and  accordingly  three  have  been  issued,  bringing 
the  list  down  to  the  1st  of  October.  Somewhat  later  it  was 
voted  that  such  publications  be  made  weekly  in  both  the 
daily  papers.  This  has  not  been  found  entirely  practicable, 
and  the  whole  subject  will  probably  present  itself  for  the 
renewed  consideration  of  the  incoming  board. 

A0CESSI0N8. 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  financial  statement  in  this  Report, 
the  Trustees  have  not  been  limited  in  their  accessions  by  any 
lack  of  funds.  They  have  added  all  the  issues  of  current 
literature  for  which  there  seemed  likely  to  be  any  call,  and 
beyond  these  have  added  as  many  standard  works  as  they 
have  had  opportunity  to  buy  judiciously,  or  the  librarian  to 
arrange.  When  the  work  of  the  catalogue  is  completed,  the 
attention  of  the  librarian  will  be  more  devoted  to  the  aid  ot 
the  Trustees  in  this  department  of  work.  At  present,  the 
purchased  accessions  are  very  considerably  in  advance  of  the 
additions  to  the  shelves  of  the  library  and  of  the  advertise- 
ment thereof,  as  the  latter  is  not  made  till  the  books  are 
ready  for  delivery. 

Among  the  recent  valuable  additions  to  the  library,  may 
be  noticed  here  an  entire  set  ot  the  Reports  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  Phillmore's  International  Law, 
Twiss'  Law  of  Nations  and  May's  Parliamentary  Law«    We 
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have  also  made  a  beginniDg  in  German  literature  with  the 
complete  works  of  Goethe  and  Schiller  in  the  original.  An 
entire  set  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  classics  in  the  original  will 
be  added,  as  soon  as  the  selection  from  various  editions  is 
made^  We  would  add  that  we  are  always  glad  to  receive 
suggestions  as  to  the  purchase  of  any  book  not  upon  our 
shelvesi  and  such  may  be  made  to  the  librarian. 

READING  ROOM. 

The  subject  of  a  Free  Public  Heading  Room  was  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  City  Council  in  the  Inaugural  Address 
of  the  Mayor,  the  President  of  this  Board,  at  the  opening  of 
the  present  year.    The  project  met  with  their  cordial  sup- 
port, and  on  March  4th  they  adopted  a  report  which  recom- 
mended *Hhe  establishment  of  such  a  Reading  Room  upon 
some  one  of  our  public  avenues  in  the  city,  the  expense  to  be 
taken  from  the  Sylvia  Ann  Rowland  Fund ;  and  referring  the 
whole  matter  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library, 
requesting  that  they  may  carry  into  effect  the  above  recom- 
meudation  at  the  earliest  possible    moment.^    The  matter 
was  taken  into  immediate  consideration  by  the  Trustees  and 
was  the  subject  of  discussion  at  several   meetings.     The 
generaljudgment  of  the  Board  was  adverse  to  the  establish- 
ment upon  the  plan  proposed,  but  no  definite  action  was 
•taken   until   on  the  5th  of  September  a  vote  was  passed 
requesting  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  as  to  the  legality  of 
the  payment  from  the  Sylvia  Ann  Holland  Fund.     On  the  3d 
of  October  his  opinion  was  laid  before  the  Trustees,  in  which 
he  says:     ^Miss  Rowland's  purpose  was,  so  far'  as  we  can 
infer  from  the  will,  which  is  the  only  legal  means  of  inter- 
preting her  purpose,  not  to  relieve  the  tax-payers  of  the  city 
from  the  outlay  for  maintaining  a  library  building  with  its 
running  expense,  but  to  co-operate  directly  in  enlarging  the 
library  itself.    It  would  not  be  legal  to  divert  any  of  the 
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principal  or  income  to  the  establishing  or  maintaining  a  Free 
Public  Reading  Room  upon  some  oneof  our  public  avenues." 
Meantime,  in  anticipation  of  this  opinion,  the  Board  on 
the  3d  of  October,  ^Resolved,  that  it  is  expedient  to  open  a 
Reading  Room,  to  be  supplied  with  the  newspapers,  and 
periodicals  of  the  day  in  connection  with  the  Free  Public 
Library,  without  unnecessary  delay,  and  to  this  end  the 
Mayor,  as  President  ot  this  Board,  be  requested  on  behalf  of 
the  Trustees,  to  ask  the  City  Council  to  provide  as  soon  as 
practicable,  the  necessary  room  therefor  in  the  library  build- 
iug.**  The  majority  of  the  Trustees  were  of  the  opinion  that 
for  weighty  reasons  the  proposed  Reading  Room  should  not 
only  be  connected  with,  but  under  the  same  roof  as  the  library 
itself.  In  this  manner  it  was  believed  that  the  current  expense 
would  be  greatly  lessened,  that  decorum  would  be  better 
preserved,  and  above  all,  that  the  Reading  Room  would  prove 
a  feeder  to  the  library  proper.  A  variety  of  opinions  still 
existed  as  to  the  practical  plan,  whether  the  Reading  Room 
should  occupy  space  upon  the  first  floor  now  devoted  to  city 
offices,  whether  additions  or  internal  architectural  changes 
should  be  made,  or  whether  it  should  be  placed  in  the  present 
librar}'^  room.  But  these  were  questions  which  the  Trustees 
bad  no  power  to  settle ;  and  they  remitted  the  matter  to  the 
City  Council  for  decision.  As  soon  as  it  was  determined  by 
the  Council  to  fit  up  the  present  room,  the  Board  proceeded 
to  act  in  concurrence,  and  they  have  now  the  pleasure  to 
repoit  that  the  public  can  find  such  newspapers  as  the  limited 
accommodations  will  allow  upon  the  files.  It  will  be 
observed  that  the  City  Solicitor's*  opinion  does  not  decide 
whether  the  acquisition  of  newspapers  can  bo  deemed  a 
lawful  use  of  the  bequest  of  Miss  Howland  for  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  Free  Public  Library.  Some  diversity  of  opinion 
has  been  expressed  upon  this  matter,  but  the  Trustees  were 
of  opinion  that  whatever  the  law  might  allow,  it  was  at  least 
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unwise  to  divert  any  portion  of  the  fund,  however  small, 
from  its  most  obvious  and  natural  use.  The  expense  is 
accordingly  to  be  met  from  the  annual  appropriation. 

We  have  no  doubt  from  the  experience  of  several  of  our 
sister  cities  that  this  new  feature  of  our  library  room  will 
prove  an  attractive  and  popular  one.  It  so,  the  accommoda- 
tion now  furnished  will,  at  an  early  day,  be  found  insufficient 
for  visitors  and  for  the  display  of  the  desired  variety  of 
papers. 

Other  considerations  will  soon  press  upon  the  City  Gov- 
ernment with  still  greater  force  the  necessity  of  more  ample 
space.  No  proper  system  of  classification  of  books  will 
allow  of  their  being  placed  in  continuous  rows  in  the  order 
of  accession,  and  even  if  they  were  so  placed,  the  additions 
from  the  Howland  Fund  would,  in  a  few  years,  fill  all  the 
shelves  that  are  or  can  be  placed  in  our  room.  Of  course, 
the  necessity  of  enlargement  would  be  obviated  if  the  whole 
library  building  were  devoted  to  library  purposes.  Perhaps 
a  beginning  might  at  least  be  made  by  a  transfer  of  a  part  of 
the  city  offices  now  occupying  the  first  floor  to  the  building 
adjacent  to  the  library,  purchased  by  the  city  during  the 
past  year.  If  space  could  thus  be  made  for  a  reading  room, 
embracing  not  only  newspapers  but  the  large  list  of  periodi- 
cals now  taken,  aud  for  a  room  which  should  embrace  the 
department  of  fiction  and  juveniles,  the  upper  room  would 
then  be  adequate  to  the  needs  of  the  rest  of  the  library  for 
many  years.  We  may  add  that  unless  the  physical  exercise 
of  stair-climbing  be  considered  healthful,  there  would  be  by 
this  arrangement  a  great  gain  to  the  patrons  of  the  library. 

ROWLAND  FUND. 

Some  allusion  has  been  made  in  this  Keport  to  the  opinion 
of  the  City  Solicitor  in  relation  to  use  of  the  Sylvia  Ann 
Howland  Fund.     The  opinion  was  sought  only  upon  the 
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single  point  indicated,  but  the  Solicitor  was  led  to  give  his 
attention  to  the  status  of  the  Fund  and  the  relation  of  the 
city  thereto,  and  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  call  attention  to 
serious  difBculties  in  the  continuance  of  the  prc9ent  manage- 
ment by  the  city.  As  the  opinion  related  to  matters  over 
which  the  City  Council  had  alsumed  control,  the  opinion  was 
transmitted  to  them.  It  concerns  the  honor  of  the  city  that 
the  trust  should  be  administered  with  scrupulous  care,  that, 
the  best  pecuniary  investments  are  made  that  entire  safety 
allows,  and  that  the  city  derives  no  advantage  therefrom. 
In  this  connection  it  may  be  well  to  inquire  whether  the 
library  shall  not  be  allowed  interest  upon  the  large  balance 
standing  to  its  credit  from  the  unexpended  income  of  this 
fund  in  the  City  Treasury.  So  far  as  the  income  has 
been  expended  by  the  Trustees  they  have  always  confined 
themselves  to  the  strictest  inteipretatioh  of  the  testatoi*'s 
bounty.  The  money  has  been  spent  for  books  and 
periodicals  alone.  Whatever  change  in  the  administration 
of  this  trust  the  courts  may  make,  so  far  as  the  Public 
Library  is  concerned,  it  must  necessarily  be  merely  a  change 
in  form  and  in  no  respect  as  to  expenditure. 

We  present,  as  required  by  the  city  ordinance,  in  the  ap- 
pendix hereto,  a  detailed  statement  of  our  expenditures  and 
of  the  present  state  of  this  and  our  other  Trust  Funds. 
(Appendix  C.) 

DOKATIOKS. 

Accompanying  this  is  our  list  of  donations  for  the  year, 
showing  324  volumes  and  479  pamphlets.  Independent  of 
the  value  of  these  gifts,  they  are  gratefully  received  as  evi- 
dences of  thoughtful  interest  in  our  institution  which  is  one  of 
the  guarantees  ot  its  continued  success.  Contributions  of 
such  pamphlets  and  manuscripts  of  local  interest  as  are  not 
accessible  to  buyers  in  the  market,  are  received  with  espec- 
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ial  gratitude.  Thoso  who  havo  had  no  occasion  to  consider 
the  subject,  will  be  surprised  to  learn  how  ephemera]  is  the 
life  of  an  ordinary  pamphlet.  As  an  illustration  of  this,  the 
Trustees  have  already  been  obliged  to  furnish  an  imperfect 
set  of  these  reports  to  other  institutions,  because  no 
additional  copies  of  the  Second  Annual  Report  were  ob- 
tainable. Our  supply  of  some  other  of  the  earlier  reports 
is  nearly  exhausted. 

THE   MUSEUM   OF  NATURAL  HISTORT. 

This  collection  was  gathered  by  the  Young  Men's  Natural 
History  Society  of  New  Bedford,  a  corporation  which  was 
organized  in  1863,  then  by  the  name  of  the  Young  Men's 
Cabinet  of  Natural  History.  As  the  collection  grew  on  the 
hands  of  the  young  men,  the  expense  of  its  care  and  main- 
tenance increased.  At  length  they  were  forced  to  the 
conclusion,  that  without  the  aid  of  the  city,  they  must  sell  it  • 
It  was  inspected  by  parties  who  desired  to  purchase  it,  and 
could  have  been  disposed  of  for  about  four  thousand  dollars. 
But  they  preferred  that  it  should  remain  in  New  Bedford, 
and  with  a  public  spirit  worthy  of  the  warmest  commenda- 
tion proposed  to  make  it  a  donation  to  the  city.  The 
proposition  was  referred  by  the  City  Council  to  the  Trustees 
of  the  Free  Public  Library,  and  resulted  in  the  collection 
being  placed  in  charge  of  the  Trustees,  the  Natural  Histoi^ 
Society  agreeing  to  perform  the  duties  of  managing  and 
enlarging  it  as  theretofore.  The  details  of  this  trausaction 
were  reported  to  the  City  Council  in  the  20th  annual  report 
of  the  Trustees,  for  the  year  1871.  The  museum  continued 
to  be  kept  in  Cummiugs  Hall,  and  the  cost  to  the  city  was 
something  less  than  $400  a  year.      % 

But  as  the  pecuniary  burden  rolled  off  from  the  young 
men's  shoulders,  their  interest  began  to  flag.  During  the 
last  year  the  museum  suffered  somewhat  from  neglect,  and  at 
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length,  on  the  24th  of  March,  1874,  the  Society  voted  to 
dissolve,  to  take  effect  on  the  5th  of  June. 

This  left  the  museum  with  no  one  to  care  for  it ;  and  with 
many  articles  of  a  perishable  nature  and  requiring  constant 
attention,  if  was  in  a  way  rapidly  to  relapse  into  a  worthless 
and  repulsive  condition ;  while  the  city  was  saddled  with  an 
annual  rent  of  $300,  balanced  by  no  advantage. 

In  this  condition  of  affairs,  a  proposition  was  informally 
made  by  a  member  of  this  Board  to  the  Marion  Nat.iral 
History  Society,  that  the  Society  should  take  charge  of  the 
museum  and  remove  it  to  Marion. 

The  Marion  Society  was  glad  to  accept  the  proposal,  if  the 
Trustees  would  guarantee  five  years'  possession,  which  would 
reimburse  the  Society  for  the  expense  of  the  removal.  We 
were  unwilling  to  grant  such  a  condition,  and  the  negotiations 
were  made  acceptable  to  the  Marion  Society  in  another  way, 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  Committee  of  the  City  Council 
on  Public  Property,  and  on  the  26th  of  September  the 
Society  was  notified  that  it  could  take  possession.  The 
transporting  of  the  museum  to  Marion  was  soon  commenced, 
and  was  completed  on  the  24th  of  October.  A  few  heavy 
and  bulky  articles  were  left,  and  are  now  in  the  library 
building. 

The  lease  of  the  museum  to  the  Marion  Natunxl  History 
Society  is  copied  in  the  appendix  (D.) 

Ihe  time  may  come  when  the  city  will  resolve  to  maintain 
the  museum  where  it  will  be  accessible  to  the  New  Bedford 
public.  The  cost  would  probably  not  exceed  $1,000  a  year. 
But  this  would  include  no  provision  for  its  enlargement. 
Possibly  some  public  spirited  citizen  may  make  a  gift  or 
bequest  therefor.  There  may  sometime  be  interest  enough 
in  Natural  History  among  the  teachers  and  pupils  of  the 
High  School  to  warrant  the  placing  of  the  museum  in  their 
charge.     It  could  probably  be  displayed  to  advantage  in  the 
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assembly  hall  of  the  new  High  School  house  now  to  be  built 
Under  the  present  circumstances  we  are  of  the  opinion 
that  its  location  cannot  be  bettered.  It  is  as  near  the  city 
as  it  can  be  with  proper  care.  The  Marion  Natural  History 
Society  is  active,  has  a  large  membership,  and  has  com- 
modious rooms  in  an  elegant  building,  erected  and  presented 
for  the  purpose  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Taber,  of  this  city.  The 
town  of  Marion  views  the  institution  with  pride,  and  in  the 
summer  season  the  rooms  of  the  Society  are  a  resort  for 
many  people  of  culture  from  abroad. 

With  this  review  of  the  work  of  the  year,  we  bring  this 
Report  to  a  close.  Our  library,  commenced  as  a  pioneer 
experiment,  has  long  since  become  an  assured  success ;  its 
general  plan  now  needs  neither  explanation  nor  eulogy.  It 
has  become  one  of  the  cherished  institutions  of  our  people. 
By  the  provisions  of  the  ordinance  establishing  it,  formed  by 
one  of  the  present  Trustees  and  substantially  unchanged 
since,  the  City  Government  for  the  time  being,  are  secured 
an  influential  representation  upon  its  board  of  control,  and  it 
has  never  lacked  the  full  sympathy  and  support  of  the 
municipal  authorities.  But  it  must  ever  depend  largely 
upon  the  care  of  the  elective  members  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  unburdened  with  other  civic  duties,  for  its  best  sac- 
cess.  Here  as  elsewhere  in  public  station,  no  post  is  one  of 
honor  unless  crowned  with  faithful  public  service. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

GEO.  B.  RICHMOND, 
Mayor  and  President  Board  of  Trustees. 

B.  F.  H.  Reed,  Clerk. 
January  2d,  1875. 
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EESIGNATION  OF  JAMES  B.  CONGDON. 

On  resigning  the  office  of  a  Trustee  of  the  Free  Public 
Library,  Mr.  Congdon  addressed  the  following  communica- 
tion to  his  associates : 
To  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library : 

My  esteemed  friends, 

Having  in  a  note  to  the  City  Council  of  this  date,  resigned  my  office  as  a 
member  of  yonr  Board,  I  should  do  violence  to  my  own  feelings  and  deem 
myself  wanting  in  a  proper  respect  for  you  did  I  allow  the  tie  that  has  so 
long  bound  me  to  you  and  our  cherished  institution  to  be  severed  without 
the  expression  of  my  regard  for  you  and  of  the  deep  regret  that  I  feel  in 
taking  my  leave  of  you  and  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  New  Bedford. 

For  a  large  part  of  ray  adult  life,  now  a  protracted  one,  I  have  been 
connected  with  the  library,  and  have  devoted  to  its  growth  and  welfare  a 
large  part  of  my  time  and  the  best  of  my  humble  ability.  From  a  feeble 
institution,  holding  it^  small  catalogue  of  books  in  a  hired  room,  it  has^ 
under  the  fostering  care  of  the  City  Council,  the  donations  of  devoted 
friends,  and  tlic  enlightened  and  persistent  labors  of  its  immediate 
directors  and  guardians,  become  a  collection  of  books,  the  pride  of  our 
city,  the  source  of  intellectual  enlightenment  and  rational  recreation  to 
our  people,  and  the  resort  of  scientific  and  scholarly  visitors  from  our 
own  and  the  neighboring  inhabitants. 

In  taking  my  leave  of  you  in  my  official  capacity,  I  wish  to  express  to 
you  the  sentiments  of  pcrsodal  regard  which  I  hold  towards  you,  and  my 
deep  regret  that  our  connection  has  ceased. 

As  memory  shall  bring  back  the  scenes  of  the  past,  I  shall  always 
remember  with  peculiar  pleasure  and  satisfaction  the  seasons  when  we 
have  held  pleasant  intercourse  at  our  stated  meetings  and  labored  togeth- 
er for  the  welfare  of  our  cherished  Institution. 

With  the  highest  regard. 

JAMES  B.  CONGDON. 

New  Bedford,  6  mo.  5,  1874. 
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At  the  meeting  of  the  Trustees  on  the  1st  of  August,  the 
above  was  ordered  on  record,  and  Mayor  Kichmoud  and  Mr. 
Howland  were  appointed  to  draw  up  resolutions  with  regard 
thereto. 

Jan..  2d,  1875,  the  committee  reported  the  following, 
which  was  adopted  and  ordered  to  be  printed  in  appendix  Jfco 
Report: 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  communication  of  James  B. 
Congdon,  iuformiiig  us  that  he  liad  sent  to  the  City  CouncU  a  resignation 
of  his  office  as  a  member  of  this  Board,  would  recommend  that  the 
foUowing  preamble  and  resolutions  be  adopted  and  entered  upon  oar 
records : 

Whereas,  our  friend  James  6.  Congdon  has  asked  and  obtained  from 
the  City  Council,  a  release  from  the  office  of  Trustee  of  the  Free  PubUe 
Library,  a  position  which  with  a  brief  interval  he  has  held  from  the 
establishment  of  the  institution ;  and 

Whereas,  a  devotedncss,  so  long  continued  and  so  well  directed,  claimf 
from  this  Board  a  just  recognition,  and  such  recognition  a  place  upon  our 
records :  therefore, 

Besolved,  That  while  we  regret  the  retirement  of  our  late  associate 
ft'om  a  position  in  which  he  has  been  enabled  to  labor  so  long  and 
so  efficiently  in  behalf  of  the  New  Bedford  Free  Public  Library,  we  feel 
it  to  be  our  duty  to  make  a  record  of  our  conviction  tliat  he  has  faithAiUj 
filled  up,  in  tills  respect,  the  measure  of  his  obligations  as  a  citixen  of 
New  Bedtord  and  a  friend  to  the  city-s  material,  hitellectual  and  monl 
prosperity. 

Besolved^  That  to  this  expression  of  our  feelings  as  to  the  past,  we  wonld 
Join  a  declaration  of  a  friendly  solicitude  for  his  future  welfare,  and 
would  convey  to  him  our  hopes  and  wishes  for  the  peace  and  happineii 
of  his  declining  years. 

The  following,  also  reported  by  the  same  committee,  was 
adopted  and  ordered  printed  in  appendix : 

Whereas,  our  late  associate  James  B.  Congdon  has  expressed  an  inten- 
tion to  devote  such  hitervals  of  leisure  as  may  be  allowed  him,  to  tlie 
examination  and  preservation  of  the  municipal  records  of  the  old  Town 
of  Dartmouth,  and  to  the  collection  and  arrangement  of  such  materiali 
for  its  history  as  may  be  found  within  his  reach :  therefore, 

VoUd^  That  the  President  and  other  officers  of  the  library  be  re> 
quested  to  extend  to  Mr.  Congdon  such  facilities  as  may  be  in  tbeir 
power  in  the  prosecution  of  labors  so  important,  and  a  work  so  ftiUy  la 
harmony  with  the  design  and  operations  of  this  institution. 


1875. 


TRUSTEES'  REPORT. 


SI 


STATISTICS  OF  GROWTH. 


Vols. 

Daily 

Cards 

Increase 

Total  Vols* 

Years. 

Delivered. 

Average. 

Issued. 

for  Year. 

in  Library. 

♦1853 

6,000 

1854 

21,041 

3,183 

8,000 

1855 

23,240 

3,937 

754 

9,000 

1856 

23,160 

4,662 

726 

10,000 

tl857 

1858 

24,218 

73 

2,700 

12,000 

1859 

25,224 

82 

3,415 

715 

13.500 

18G0 

27,356 

89 

4,079 

mi 

15,000 

1861 

30,673 

100 

4,692 

613 

15,500 

1862 

34,891 

116 

6.177 

644 

16,000 

1863 

37,261 

119 

5,701 

624 

17,000 

1864 

35.412 

115 

6,267 

513 

18,000 

1865 

35,035 

125 

7,144 

643 

20,000 

1866 

35.405 

112 

7,682 

494 

1867 

34.860 

114 

8,219 

649 

21,000 

1868 

34,563 

112 

8,821 

628 

1860 

35,702 

116 

9.608 

787 

22,000 

1870 

30.428 

128 

10,127 

619 

23,000 

1871 

40,270 

130 

10,620 

496 

26,000 

1872 

40,5:^ 

132 

11.537 

879 

27,000 

1873 

41,816 

135 

12,443 

974 

30,000 

1874 

46,640 

151 

13,300 

857 

32,000 

•Opened  March  8, 1853. 

t Closed  six  months  for  removal. 
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FINANCIAL    STATEMENT. 

The  account  of  tbo  expenses  of  the  Library  for  the  past 
year,  from  the  ordinary  funds  of  the  City  Treasury,  is  as 
follows : 


1874. 

Jan.  3.    Balance  to  credit  of  Library,  fa3ii68 

26.    One  half  net  receipts  fi*om  dog  licenses,  709J3 

April  9.    Annual  appropriation,  3,600.00 

Nov.  6.    Return  premium  on  cancelled  insurance  policy,  8  JO 

Nov.  and  Dec.    Sundry  receipts  from  rent  of  Cummings  Hall,  64U)0 


Bills  approved.   Feb.  14, 1874. 

#232.69 

$3,564J] 

March  23. 

46.45 

April  4. 

663.00 

May  2. 

21.70 

Aug.  1. 

775.39 

Oct.  3. 

789.62 

Nov.  7. 

82.26 

Jan.  2, 1876. 

752.02 

3,362.1i 

i 


Present  balance  to  credit  of  Library, 


$302.10 


The  above  expenditures  in  detail  are  as  follows : 


Books  and  Periodicals : 

WUliam  H.  Piper  &  C5o., 
Scribner,  Welford  &  Armstrongs 
J.  L.  Sisson, 

il30.63 
20.75 
32.00 

* 

George  W.  Tryon,  Jr., 
John  0.  Allen, 

6.00 
41.10 

S.  H.  White, 

8.21 

H.  J.  Nowland, 

6.00 

£.  Anthony  &  Sons, 
Binding, 
Salaries  of  Librarian  and  Assistants^ 

6.00 

•344.61 

8J)0 

3,380.00 
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Mufieum  of  Natural  Hiiitory : 

Rent  of  hall, 

t300.00 

Insurance, 

37.50 

Gas, 

7.20 

Carting, 

8.15 

Janitor, 

13.00 

365.85 

Printing  and  Advertising : 

Extra  copies  22d  Annual  Report, 

$28.50    . 

Sundry  Jobs  of  ciirds,  letter  heads,  &c.. 

19.75 

I'hree  numbers  of  quarterly  bulletin. 

117.60 

Extra  copies  catalogue  of  Fiction  and 

Juveniles,  1869-74,' 

115.00 

Advertising  boolcs  recently  added. 

(9  months,) 

54.23 

334.98 

Blank-book, 

19.00 

Stationery, 

3.76 

Postage, 

1.00 

Incidentals, 

4.85 

$3,362.12 

A  summary  of  the  LibrariaQ^s  account  is  as  follows : 

1874.    Jan.  1.    Cash  on  hand,  $32.14 

Receipts  from  sales  of  catalogues  and  bulletins,  15.84 

Fines,  <&c.,  188.47 


$236.45 

Paid  for  books,  periodicals,  and  pamphlets, 

$89.35 

Binding, 

4.60 

Postage  and  post-office  box  rent^ 

33.73 

Expressage  and  freight, 

30.84 

Covering  paper^ 

13.13 

Stationery, 

12.63 

Collecting  books, 

2.00 

Jobber, 

1.47 

Incidentals, 

6.68 

193.13 

1876.    Jan.  1.    Cash  on  hand,  $43.32 

The  Librarian's  payments  for  books  &c.   have  been  as 
follows : 

S.  Cooper,  $1.00 

Edwm  Dews,  8.60 
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John  H.  Jones, 

J.  Baylies, 

Benerman  &  Wilson, 

H.  J.  Nowland, 

Sampson,  Davenport  &  Co., 

F.  Leypoldt, 

Sophie  W.  Kent, 

Butler  &  Fleetwood, 

lYllliam  Davenport, 

American  Social  Science  Association, 

Beach,  Son  &  Co., 

American  Baptist  Publication  Society, 

H.  O.  Hougliton  <&  Co., 

J.  B.  Newcomb, 

U.  S.  Patent  Office, 


10.00 

.50 

1.00 

17.00 
1.00 
1.00 
IM 

12.00 
5JM) 
6.00 
2.00 
2.50 
1.50 
4.25 

20.00 


$89.35 


TRUST  ACCOUNTS. 


SYLVIA  ANN  nOWLAND  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY    FUND. 


1874.    Jan.  3.    Unexpended  balance  of 

income. 

8i),415.41 

July  1.    Six  months*  interest, 

1,500.00 

Nov.  7.    Transferred  from  Horticultural  Society  fund, 

.43 

1875.    Jan.  1.    Six  mouths'  interest, 

1,500.00 
$12,415.84 

Bills  approved:  ♦  Jan.  3, 1874. 

$128.80 

Feb.  14. 

123.04 

March  23. 

327.76 

April  4. 

68.35 

May  2. 

161.62 

Aug.  1. 

288.08 

Sept.  6. 

166.81 

Oct.  3. 

65.51 

Nov.  7. 

481.06 

^                   Dec.  6. 

498.67 

Jan.  2, 1875. 

311.28 

1622.77 

Balance  unexpended, 


$9,793^ 


*  This  date  was  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  the  year  18TS,  but  tlM 
bills  then  approved  were  not  considered  In  making  the  annual  report  for  that; 
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The  detailed  sUtement  of  expenditure  from  this  fund,  all 
of  which  haa  been  for  books  aud  periodicals,  is  ss  tollows  : 

John  C.  Allen,  «Sn^ 

Gbue  &  Town,  8.00 

SUliman  &  Dana,  &00 

H.  H.  Hallory  &,  Co.,  SJ» 

H.  O.  Uoufrhton  &  Co.,  lOJO 

James  R.  Osgood  &  Co.,  6.00 

WarreJi  F  Jlmper  7M 

Catholic  PubllcaUoQ  Socle^,  B.00 


WUliam  B.  Dana  A  Co., 

ie.00 

ChrUl..ph.rrusl,i,..-, 

4.00 

FrauklJLilii^liluti;, 

S.00 

Alice  Lewis. 

4.00 

Sheldon  4  Co., 

flj» 

Henry  B.  Davaon, 

6J» 

WtUmm  T  UorriB,                           | 

4.00 

Litteit  &  Gay 

&00 

NelHonA  Phillips, 

%M 

New  Erisrland  Historic  G«nealogical  Society, 

8.00 

Waiinm  L,  Klngsley, 

4.00 

4.00 

Boberts  Bros., 

4.00 

John  11.  Cannaay  A  Co., 

7M 

W.  S.  West, 

4.00 

Benerman  A  Wilson, 

8.00 

ScHI'iiiT&fo.. 

6.00 

Uulverfiili.,1 1'nblUhiiig  Houae, 

SJ» 

D.  Van  Nostrand, 

88.45 

E.  Stelger, 

.    8.10 

A.  S.  Baroeg  A  Co., 

5.00 

F.  Leypoldt, 

6.00 

SchoeiihofAMoeller, 

77.65 

SorlbJU'r  Wclford  A  Annstrong, 

673.W 

JSM 

7J0 

C.  W.  Bryan  A  Co., 

5J» 

E.  0.  Reed. 

4.00 

Samuel  K.  Bates, 

7M 

Scribner  Armstrong  *  Co., 

88.71 

Bell  Hargeiit, 

6.00 

ssoun 

J.  W.  Bouton, 

86.88 
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A.  L.  Luj-Bter, 
J.  L.  Sieson, 

E.  P.  Baymond, 

United  States  Patent  Office, 

Robert  CUrke  &  Co^ 

Ehh«^x  liisliiLite, 

D.  Duilli  y 

I.  S.  Buahncll, 

J.  H.  Jewett, 

Acadcniy  of  Natural  Si^enceiT 

little.  Brown  A  Co.,   . 

B.  J.  Nowland, 
Butler  &  Fleetwood, 
S.  W.  Hall, 

8.  B.  Crocker, 

B.  Vesterniann  &  Co., 

Ceorge  W  Tryon,  Jr^ 

Hbenezer  ¥  Nye, 

Xlaniel  Bicketsou, 

W  B.Clarke, 

BoRtOD  Society  of  Katnral  HMwr, 

G.  P  Puliiam's  Sons, 

Harper  A -Bros., 

Hnnn  &  Co., 

John  U.  Leavilt, 

John  E.  Potter  &  Co., 


OBOBOE  BOWLAMD  JtTNIOB  tWO. 

1874.    . 

Jan.  3.    Unerpended  balance  of  Income, 
Interest, 


Balance  unexpended. 


CHARLES  w. 


Jan.  8.    Unexpended  balance  of  Income, 
Interest, 


Balance  unexpended, 
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HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY  FUND. 
1874. 

Jan.  3.    Balance  unexpended,  .43 

Nov.  7.   This  amount  was  passed  to  credit  of  Sylvia  Ann 
Howland  fUnd,  to  dose  account. 

The  total  of  unexpended  income  of  funds  in  the  control 
ot  the  Trustees,  is  now  as  follows : 

Sylvia  Ann  Howland  Free  Public  Library  Aind,  $9,793.07 

George  Howland  Junior  fund,  135.97 

Charles  W.  Morgan  ftmd,  93.47 

#10,022.51 
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LEASE    OF   THE    MUSEUM   TO    THE    MARION 
NATURAL  HISTORY  SOCIETY. 

This  agreement,  made  this  twenty-sixth  day  of  September  in  the  year 
1874,  between  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  by  George •B.  Bic^mond  its 
Mayor,  and  the  Marion  Natural  History  Society,  a  corporation  located  in 
the  town  of  Marion,  by  James  C.  Briggs  its  President,  the  said  Kichmond 
and  Briggs  being  hereto  duly  authorized. 

Witnesses  that  the  said  city  does  hereby  lease  to  the  said  society  a  ool^ 
lection  of  specimens  in  natural  history  and  of  miscellaneous  articles, 
and  the  cases  in  which  they  have  been  l^ept,  as  per  catalogue  hereto 
annexed ;  which  collection  and  cases  became  the  property  of  the  city  of 
New  Bedford  by  bill  of  sale  from  the  Young  Men's  Natural  Ilistory 
Society  of  New  Bedford,  dated  July  24, 1871.  This  lease  is  given  on  the 
following  conditions : 

1.  Ttie  said  Society  of  Marion  sliall  keep  the  said  collection  in  some 
suitable  place  in  the  town  of  Marion,  reasonably  accessible  to  the  public, 
and  shall  properly  care  for  the  same  and  for  the  said  cases,  and  shall 
release  the  said  collection  and  cases  to  the  city  of  New  Bedford  whenever 
demanded  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library  or  by  the  City 
Council  of  the  said  city,  in  as  good  condition  as  they  now  are,  reasonable 
use  and  unavoidable  accidents  and  depreciation  excepted. 

2.  If  the  said  Trustees  or  City  Council  shall  demand  the  release  of 
the  said  collection  and  cases,  and  the  same  are  delivered  into  the  posses- 
sion of  the  said  Trustees  or  Council  before  the  expiration  of  live  years, 
a  part  of  the  expense  of  ciitaloguing,  pacl&ing,  and  transporting  the  same 
from  New  Bedford  to  Marion  (an  account  of  •which  expense  is  hereto 
annexed,)  shall  be  borne  by  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  in  the  proportion 
that  the  unexpired  time  fVom  ttie  date  of  such  demand  and  delivery  to 
the  twenty-sixth  day  of  September  in  the  year  1879  shall  bear  to  the  Aill 
term  of  five  years  fVom  this  date  to  the  said  twenty-sixth  day  of  Septem- 
her,  187y. 

3.  The  said  city  of  New  Bedford,  by  its  duly  authorized  agents,  shall 
at  all  reasonable  times  have  full  access  to  said  collection  and  cases. 

In  tolcen  hereof,  the  said  city  of  New  Bedford  and  Marion  Natunl 

History  Society  have  caused  these  presents  to  be  executed  in  duplicate  by 

the  said  George  B.  Richmond,  Mayor,  and  James  C.  Briggs,  President. 

In  behalf  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford. 

GEO.  B.  RICHMOND,  Mayor. 

JAMES  C.  BRIGGS,  President* 
Witncss—WARREN  E.  Chase. 
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THE  YOUNG  MEN'S 
NATURAL  HISTORY  SOCIETY  OF  NEW  BEDFORD, 


BY  JAMES  C.  BRIGOS. 


The  Young  Men's  Cabinet  of  Natural  History,  afterward 
the  Young  Men's  Natural  History  Society,  was  organized 
September  25,  1863,  by  a  few  members  of  the  New  Bedford 
High  School ;  and  its  object  was  declared  to  be  the  mutual 
benefit  of  the  members  and  the  advancement  of  the  knowl- 
edge of  natural  history  in  the  High  School. 

This  object  was  to  be  promoted  by  meetings  held  for  the 
purpose  of  discussions,  readings,  and  other  exercises.  The 
meetings  were  first  held  in  the  basement  of  the  High  School 
building  on  Middle  street. 

A  few  specimens,  two  flat  oases  and  an  upright  case  were 
loaned  the  society  by  the  School  Committee ;  and  a  collection 
of  Indian  implements,  which  had  belonged  to  a  former 
Natural  History  Society,  was  procured  from  the  City  Li- 
brary by  the  exertions  of  Mr.  Abner  J.  Phipps. 

Meetings  were  held  weekly,  and  the  activity  of  the  mem- 
bers procured  donations  with  nearly  every  meeting.  These 
were  handed  to  the  different  membei*8  to  investigate  and 
report  on  the  following  week.  When  there  were  no  dona- 
tions, subjects  were  given  out  to  be  read  up  and  reported 
upon. 

Sometimes  a  member  brought  in  a  friend  as  visitor,  but 
not  often.  The  society  and  the  collection  increased  quite 
rapidly. 
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Perhaps  it  would  have  been  as  well  if  the  collection  had 
been  more  limited :  undoubtedly  it  would  have  been  a  great 
advantage  if  after  studying  the  specimens  they  could  have 
been  placed  in  other  hands »  as  the  custody  of  them  was  a 
constant  burden  and  increasing  expense,  which  finally  de- 
stroyed the  society. 

About  the  first  of  July,  1865,  it  was  found  expedient  to 
remove  from  the  basement  of  the  High  School  building,  both 
on  account  of  room  and  because  many  of  the  specimens 
were  being  spoiled  by  the  dampness.  A  hall  was  secured  in 
Chase's  Block,  corner  of  Purchase  and  Elm  streets,  and  the 
transfer  was  made  at  an  expense  to  the  society  of  two  and 
one  half  dollars. 

The  expenses  (»f  the  society  had  hitherto  been  met  by 
admission  fees  and  semi-nnnual  dues  from  the  members,  or, 
upon  extra  occasions,  such  as  the  purchase  of  expensive  books, 
by  aid  from  their  friends ;  but  the  addition  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  rent  rendered  some  other  means  necessary. 
This  was  met  by  a  fair  or  festival  in  which  efficient  aid  was 
received  from  lady  friends  of  the  society,  who  were  always 
welcome  visitors  at  the  meetings,  but  were  never  allowed  to 
join  the  organization. 

As  results  of  a  successful  fair,  came  refitting  the  rooms, 
new  and  expensive  cases,  gas  fixtures,  and  opening  the  rooms 
to  the  public  one  evening  in  each  week;  a  practice  which 
was  continued  till  the  dissolution  of  the  society. 

Twice  only  was  the  expedient  of  a  lecture  tried  as  a  means 
of  raising  funds.  The  best  of  lecturers  were  secured,  who 
drew  crowded  houses  when  their  lectures  were  free,  but 
pecuniary  loss  was  the  unvarying  result. 

On  the  1st  of  March,  1866,  the  society  was  oi;gaaised 
under  the  General  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
taking  the  name  of  the  Young  Men's  Natural  Hbtory  Society, 
and  declaring  its  purpose  to  be  the  study  of  natural  histoiy, 
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the  collection  of  specimens  of  the  same  and  of  curiosities  of 
any  kind. 

In  September,  1866,  Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler  was  invited 
to  address  the  society,  and  two  years  later  a  favorable 
response  was  received,  when  the  society  decided  that  they 
didn't  care  to  hear  him. 

During  the  winter  of  1867-68,  a  number  of  free  lectures 
were  given  at  the' rooms  by  members  and  others,  and  wisre 
well  attended  by  the  public. 

About  this  time  a  similar  society  was  started  in  Marion, 
which  through  the  munificence  of  a  lady  resident  here  but  a 
native  of  Marion,  was  almost  at  the  outset  put  on  a  firm 
foundation  by  this  gift  of  a  museum  building.  No  one  had 
yet  offered  to  put  up  a  building  here,  though  many  ex- 
pected it. 

In  June,  1870,  it  was  found  that  the  collection  had  so 
increased  that  it  was  advisable  to  look  about  for  a  larger  hall. 
Cummings  Hall  was  selected  as  the  most  desirable  for 
many  reasons ;  its  size,  location  and  ease  of  access  being  the 
principal. 

In  July  the  change  was  effected  at  an  expense  to  the 
society  of  sixteen  and  eighty-four  one-hundredths  dollars, 
nearly  all  the  labor  being  gratuitous,  and  on  July  26th  the 
first  meeting  was  held  in  the  new  rooms. 

In  March,  1871,  after  giving  up  Pierian  Hall  which  had 
been  engaged  for  a  festival,  and  depending  on  a  lecture  by 
which  they  lost  fifty  dollars,  the  society  felt  that  they  had 
done  all  their  duty  in  trying  to  establish  a  museum  in  the 
city.  A  few  young  men  just  starting  in  life,  more  than  half 
of  them  clerks  on  small  pay,  had  for  eight  years  supported 
ft  growing  museum  at  an  outlay  of  over  $3000.  No  one  of 
them,  however,  complains  that  the  value  to  himself  was  not 
worth  all  it  cost.    A  committee  was  now  appointed  to  draw 
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up  some  terms  upon  which  the  museum  could  be  transierred 
to  the  city. 

All  who  had  deposits  in  the  museum  were  notified  by 
advertisement  to  withdraw  them,  and  in  the  latter  part  of 
July,  1871,  the  transfer  was  made. 

The  society  still  existed  however,  and  had  charge  of  the 
museum,  but  the  aid  had  come  too  late.  The  attendance  at 
the  meetings  fell  rapidly  off:  some  to  their  farms,  some  to 
their  merchandise,  but  the  greater  part  were  married  and 
therefore  they  could  not  come. 

In  July,  1872,  additional  interest  was  created  by  the  ac- 
cession of  several  new  members  from  the  High  School,  but 
this  was  only  the  last  flash  before  the  quenching  of  the  flame. 

September  25,  1873,  was  celebrated  the  decade  of  the 
society ;  June,  1874,  the  society  dissolved. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  those  who  have  been  members 
of  the  society : 


Boswell  E.  Briggs, 
Wm.  S.  Brightman, 
Oliver  F.  Brown, 
Thos.  E.  Borden,  Jr., 
Erastus  D.  Swasey, 
Walter  A.  Vincent, 
Thos.  W.  Croacher, 
Gardner  T.  Sauford, 
Luther  O.  Hewins,  Jr., 
Albert  P.  Rvder, 
James  Handley, 
Henry  R.  Wood, 
Horace  A.  Lawton, 
Stafford  I.  Sweet, 
Stephen  F.  Adams, 
Orlando  Ck)rey, 
Julian  A.  Sweet, 
Wm.  II.  Boswopth, 
Chas.  R.  Tobey, 
Wm.  B.  Sherman, 
£.  C.  Dubois, 
Edward  G.  Jenney, 
Edward  G.  Tallman, 
James  C.  Brlggs, 
Eben  0.  Milliken, 
James  H.  Tallman, 
Wm.  B.  Bosworth, 


Wm.  J.  Waters, 
Fredk.  A.  Bradford, 
James  H.  Lamb, 
John  T.  Waters, 
Chas.  F.  Matthews, 
William  Bliss, 
Jos.  S.  Johnson, 
Lew^is  £.  Milliken, 
Zenas  M.  Briggs, 
Edward  H.  Fields 
Oeorge  S.  Fox, 
Thos.  R.  HUlman,^ 
Stephen  W.  Hayes, 
Caleb  Maxfleld,  Jr., 
Chas.  B.  Humphrey. 
James  A.  Young, 
Eugene  J.  Hadley, 
Richard  J.  Newton, 
Israel  C.  Cornish, 
Wm.  R.  Sherman. 
Eugene  V.  McLeod, 
Frank  B.  Simmons, 
Arthur  S.  Anthony, 
Geo.  F.  Winslow, 
Chas.  S.  Kelley, 
Geo.  T.  Hough, 
A.  A.  Hazelaiie> 


Franklin  Tobey,  Jr., 
Lorenzo  M.  Davis, 
Chas.  H.  Hoeg, 
Wm.  O.  Devoll, 
Edward  G.  Taber, 
'  Wm.  L,  Watknis, 
Edward  S.  Brown, 
01m  S.  Paine, 
Franklin  C.  lYipp, 
J.  A.  Taylor, 
John  H.  Beetle. 
Wm.  G.  Cranston, 
Chas.  F.  Edwards, 
Wm.  A.  Mackie, 
George  Mackie, 
C.  E.  Ellis, 
Frank  A.  Booth, 
C.  W.  Knight, 
Wm.  G.  Kirschbaum, 
Arthur  Baylies, 
Chas.  D.  Stickney.  Jr., 
Edward  D.  Mandell,  Jr., 
Wm.  A.  Hersey, 
E.  E.  Waite, 
Thos.  V.  B.  Nye, 
C.  H.  Maoomber. 
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At  the  meeting  of  the  Trustees  held  2d  January,  1875, 
the  following,  offered  by  Mr.  Morgan,  was  adopted  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  in  appendix  to  Report : 

Whereas,  This  is  the  last  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public 
Library  at  which  we  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  his  Honor,  Qeo. 
B.  Richmond,  President  of  the  Board:  it  is 

Voted^  That  the  tlianks  of  the  Board  be  presented  to  Mr.  Bichmond 
for  his  imvarying  urbanity  and  fidelity,  and  tiiat  we  extend  to  him  our 
heartfelt  wishes  that  prosperity  and  happiness  m^  always  attend  bim» 
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A  SCRAP  OF  fflSTORY,  RELATING  TO  THE 
^      ORIGIN  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

The  public  has  been  already  informed  through  the  pabli- 
catiODs  of  the  library  (see  appendix  to  18th  annual  report, 
p.  31)  that  on  8th  of  July,  1851,  at  the  next  meeting  of 
the  City  Council  after  the  statute  took  effect  allowing 
•cities  and  towns  to  appropriate  money  for  libraries,  Warren 
Ladd,  Esq.,  introduced  in  the  Common  Council  a  prelimina- 
ry order  looking  toward  the  establishment  of  a  Free  Public 
Library,  which  order  was  adopted  by  the  Common  Council, 
but  defeated  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  circumstances  that  led  in  1852  to  the  establishment  of 
the  library,  are  perhaps  not  so  well  known,  and  the  foltow* 
ing  facts,  condensed  for  the  most  part  from  an  article  in  the 
Evening  3^Q<lAi*d  of  June  5th,  1869,  will  be  fonnd  of 
interest : 

In  1849-50,  Mr.  J.  Fillmore  Eelley  kept  a  private  school 
in  the  second  story  of  the  building  southwest  comer  of 
Purchase  and  Hillman  streets.  For  a  time  it  was  his  fre- 
quent custom  to  pass  the  evening  in  the  school-room  with  i 
few  friends,  informally  discussing  various  subjects  of  interest 
through  a  cloud  of  tobacco  smoke.  Their  spirits  were  so 
congenial  that  a  proposal  of  Mr.  Kelley  to  form  an  organiied 
debating  society,  was  at  once  acceded  to,  and  an  organisation 
was  effected  on  the  4th  oi  February,  1851,  by  the  name  of 
the  Union  Debating  Association.  The  a^ociation  flourished 
a  little  more  than  a  year,  and  during  that  time  the  following 
names  were  added  to  its  roll  of  membership : 
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J.  Fillmore  Kelley,  W.  F.  Durfee,  E.  H.  Cliisole, 

Solomon  White,  Jr.,  James  Durfee,  Jr.,  Edwin  Hall, 

ffohu  A.  Ru<!^gle8,  William  Bos  worthy  Frederick  Wing, 

B.  R.  Hatliaway,  Cyrus  M.  Yaughaii,  Lysander  Cushman, 

(George  W.  Paine,  Robert  A.  Taber,  James  B  Cliace^, 

W.  E.  Overton,  Nathan  A.  Vurgason,  McEveline, 

F.  A.  Mickell,  Geo.  C.  Hatch,  Jr.,  Fitch  Weed. 

Meltiah  J.  Bourse,  Thomas  N.  Tobey, 

Levi  F.  Moulton,  Lorenzo  D.  Davis, 


* 

In  Maixih,  1852,  Mr.  George  M.  -Bunker  6poke  to  Mr. 
Kelley  of  the  movement  in  progress  in  Boston  for  the 
establishment  of  a  public  library,  and  suggested  that  the 
Debating  Association  might  appropriately  engage  in  a  simi- 
lar effort.  The  suggestion  was  acted  upon,  and  at  the  regu- 
lar meeting  of  the  association  ou  30th  March,  Messrs.  If. 
F.  Durfee,  Overton,  Paine  and  Ruggles  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  take  the  subject  into  consideration.  The 
next  regular  meeting  was  on  6th  April,  and  the  committee 
reported  that  it  was  expedient  for  the  society  to  take  such 
measuivs  to  bring  the  subject  before  the  City  Government 
as  would  best  tend  to  advance  its  interests  and  establish- 
ment. The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  committee  was 
requested  to  draw  up  a  series  of  resolutions  as  a  basis  of 
action.  The  following  were  prepared,  presented  and  adopt- 
ed the  same  evening : 

Wliereas,  In  the  opinion  of  this  association  the  establishment  and 
maintenance  of  a  ibee  library  in  this  city,  would  tend  to  promote  and 
develop  the  moral,  intellectual  and  social  faculties  of  the  youth,  and 
specially  the  young  men,  tiiereby  preventing  a  vast  amount  of  misery 
and  crime  and  their  consequent  results,  and  also  to  remove  the  stigma  of 
iram<Mtdity  and  lieentiousuesfi  that  now  rests  upon  the  city;  believing 
farthermore  that  the  establishment  of  such  an  institution  would  reflect 
lasting  credit  upon  the  city :  be  it  therefore 

Resolved^  That  this  association  cause  petitions  to  be  circulated  praying 
ofir  municipal  authorities  to  establish  such  an  institution.    And  further, 

Besdved^  That  a  commitfeee  of  six  be  appointed  to  carry  the  above 
resolution  into  «ffeot. 
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On  this  committee,  Messrs.  W«  F.  Durfee,  BaggleSf 
Davis,  Paine,  Hatch  and  Overton  were  appointed. 

The  preamble  and  resolutions  were  printed  in  the  daily 
papers  under  the  head  of  "special  notices,''  and  the  petitions 
were  circulated  by  the  committee,  assisted  by  Mr.  Kelley, 
who  could  .not  be  formally  appointed  on  the  committee, 
having  become  an  honorary  member  of  the  association. 

In  a  few  weeks,  448  signatures  were  obtoined,  and  on 
27th  May  the  petition  was  presented  to  the  City  Council, 
and  was  by  concurrent  action  on  7th  June,  referred  to  the 
joint  standing  committee  on  public  instruction,  consisting 
of  Aldermen  H.*  H.  Crapo  and  Mark  B.  Palmer,  and  Coun- 
ci^en  Robert  C.  Pitman,  James  Mnnroe,  and  Henry  P« 
Willis. 

On  the  14th  of  June,  the  committee  presented  the  follow- 
ing report,  which  was  accepted : 

The  ^^oint  standing  committee  on  public  instruction,'^  to  whom  wti 
referred  the  petition  of  J^  B.  Congdon,  Esq.,  and  others,  asking  the  Cl^ 
GouncU  to  make  an  appropriation  for  the  establishment  and  maintenance 
of  a  free  library,  Report : 

Tiiat  they  have  duly  considered  the  subject  thus  referred  to  their  con- 
sideration, and  recommend  that  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  for  the 
present  year  be  appropriated  for  the  establishment  and  support  of  a  public 
library,  and  that  an  ordinance  be  forthwith  framed  for  the  organlxatioB 
and  government  of  such  an  institution. 

The  committee  would  beg  leave  to  add  that  they  have  been  somewluit 
influenced  in  making  this  recommendation,  by  a  commimlcation  reoehred 
fh>m  Mr.  Ck)ngdon,  on  behalf  of  a  committee  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
New  Bedford  Social  Library,  proposing  to  place  said  library,  containing 
about  5000  volumes,  most  of  them  it  is  said,  being  valuable  standird 
works,  and  worth  at  a  low  valuation  $3,500,  at  the  disposal  of  the  cHift 
upon  the  payment  of  ^^a  nominal  sum  just  sufficient  to  cover  the  demandi 
against  the  institution'*~say  about  $300,*~and  ^^provided  the  imthorttiei 
should,  by  the  passage  of  the  order  making  the  appropriation  asked  Ibr , 
establish  the  principle  that  the  maintenance  of  a  free  city  Ubraiy,  Ibr  the 
continuous  education  of  the  people,  will  be  the  settled  polity  of  the  dtf*^^ 

^^With  such  a  foundation  to  build  upon,'^  says  Mr.  Ckmgdoii— ^^withtbe 

*  The  tarn  eventuallj  paid  was  $600,  as  appears  on  (he  next  page. 


1875.  TRUSTEES'  REPORT.  87 

appropriation  now  prayed  for  to  give  it  a  position  for  immediate  and  ex* 
tended  usefulness,  the  library  would  open  to  our  inliabitants  the  means 
of  innocent  enjoyment  and  of  valuable  acquisition,  and  be  a  source  of 
commendable  pride  to  our  citizens/^ 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  committee. 

HENKY  H.  CRAPO,  Chairman. 


The  ai^nual  appropriation  bill  for  the  years  1852-3,  passed 
20th  July,  1852,  contained  an  item  of  $1,500  for  the  library. 
This  appropriation  for  the  library  was  moved  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  by  Conncilman  Pitman,  before  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  pnblic  instruction  was  presented. 
The  ordinance  for  its  government  was  passed  to  be  ordained 
on  16th  August ;  and  the  library  was  opened  to  the  public 
on  the  3d  of  March,  1853,  in  rooms  on  the  second  floor 
of  •*  Perkins's  Building,'*  139  Union  street,  in  charge  ot  Mr. 
Robert  C.  Ingraham,  who  has  been  continued  as  librarian 
from  that  time.  He  had  been  familiar  with  the  Social 
Library  for  the  last  part  of  its  existence.  The  library  was 
removed  from  Union  street  on  9th  May,  1857,  and  reopened 
in  the  building  erected  for  it  on  9th  November  in  the  same 
year. 

The  Union  Debating  Association  ceased  to  exist  before  its 
petition  was  presented  to  the  City  Council,  its  last  record 
being  dated  25th  May,  1852. 

The  bill  of  sale  of  the  Social  Library  to  the  City  of  New 
Bedford  is  as  follows : 

KNOW  ALL  MEN  BY  THESE  PRESENTS, 

That  the  New  Bedford  Social  Library,  a  corporation  duly  established  in 
New  Bedford  in  the  County  of  Bristol,  in  consideration  of  six  hundred 
dollars  to  them  paid  by  the  City  of  New  Bedford  in  said  County,  the 
ceceipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  do  hereby  give,  grant,  sell, 
convey,  transfer  and  assign  unto  the  said  City  of  New  Bedford,  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Public  Library,  aU  the  books,  pamphlets,  periodicals  and 
other  property  belonging  to  the  said  New  Bedford  Social  Library,  a  cata- 
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logue  of  which  books,  pamphlets,  periodicals  and  property  is  hereto 
annexed  and  made  part  of  this  iustniment. 

To  have  and  to  hold  the  same  by  the  said  City  of  New  Bedford,  upon 
the  following  terms,  conditions,  and  limitations,  viz. : 

First.  That  the  nonresident  proprietors  or  shareholders  in  said  New 
Bedford  Social  Library,  shall  be  permitted«to  use  the  Public  Library  of 
the  City  of  New  Bedford,  with  the  same  privileges  as  the  citizens  of  New 
Bedford. 

Second.  That  if  at  any  time  after  this  transfer  the  City  of  New  Bed- 
ford shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  support  and  maintain  the  Public  Library, 
all  the  books  and  other  property  hereby  transferred  to  said  city,  and 
which  may  then  be  remaining  in  the  possession  of  the  said  City  of  New 
Bedford,  shall  revert  back  to  the  said  New  Bedford  Social  Library,  their 
successors  and  assigns,  to  be  disposed  of  as  they  may  deem  proper. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  New  Bedford  Social  Library,  by  Thomas 
B.  White,  Thomas  A.  Greene,  John  F.  Emerson  and  Oliver  Prescott,  a 
oommittee  duly  authorized  by  a  vote  of  said  corporation  for  that  purpose, 
have  hereunto  set  the  name  and  affixed  the  seal  of  the  said  corporation, 
this,  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty-two. 

NEW  BEDFOKD  SOCIAL  LIBRARY, 

{Th.  B.  White, 
Thos.  a.  GR£ENE, 
Oliver  Pbescott, 
John  F.  Exersok. 


I  L.  S.  I 


Witness:  Edward  Fales. 

Our  library  is  supposed  to  be  older  than  any  othpr  of  a  like 
character.  An  act  of  the  General  Court  authorizing  the 
dty  of  Boston  to  establish  and  maintain  a  public  library, 
became  a  law  12th  March,  1848,  and  was  accepted  by  the 
city  3d  April ;  but  the  first  library  ordinance  did  not  pass  the 
City  Council  till  12th  October,  1852,  and  the  Boston  Public 
Library  was  opened  2d  May,  1854,  its  readiug  room  having 
been  opened  in  March  of  that  year. 
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"BEDFORD  SOCIAL  LIBRARY.'^ 

The  reader  of  our  Annual  Reports  has  been  so  long 
accustomed  to  find  in  each  one  some  relic  of  the  past  which 
Mr.  CongJon  has  gathered  for  preservation  with  loving 
hand,  that  we  are  sure  we  shall  afford  pleasure  in  publishing 
from  a  manuscript  heretofore  donated  by  him,  a  report  of 
the  old  Social  Library ,  made  in  1806 : 

The  directors  of  the  Bedford  Social  Library,  agreeable  to  the  second 
article  of  the  regulations,  Repoit : 

That  they  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Treagurer  for  the  year 
past,  and  find  there  has  been  received 

Of  E.Thornton,  $1.82 

For  assessments  on  93  shares,  46.50 

For  fines,  11.03 

For  one  share  sold,  2.50 


That  there  has  been  expended  for  books, 
For  printing  catalogue  and  regulations* 
For  binding  books. 
For  librarian's  fee, 
For  a  Justice's  warrant, 
Balance  in  the  treasury. 

unpaid, 
is 

$29.72 
7.50 
9.08 
12.00 
1.00 
2.55 

$61.85 
$61.85 

They  find  there  is  assessments  on  25  shares  i 

which  is 
Rnes, 

Balance  in  the  treasury. 
Assessments  on  118  shares  for  the  year  1806, 

$12.50 

3.49 

2.55 

59.00 

$77.54 

Which  sum  the  directors  recommend  should  be  appropriated  for  the 
purchase  of  the  following  books,  and  expenses  of  the  library,  yiz. : 
The  Domestic  Encyclopedia. 
The  Life  of  Washington. 
The  life  of  Jones. 
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Betham-8  Biographical  Dictionary. 
Harriot's  Poems. 
Pleasures  of  Hope. 
Carr's  Nortliern  Summer. 
Bloomfield's  Poems. 
Stranger  in  France. 
Shenstonc*s  Poems*,  &c. 
The  British  Classicks. 
Which  is  submitted  to  the  meeting. 

ELISHA  THORNTON,  Jr. 

CAI.EB  RUSSELL,  Jr. 

TIMOTHY  DELANO. 


BEDFORD  SOCIAL  LIBRARY, 

To  Abraham  Sheabxan,  Jr.,  Dr. 


1806. 

1 

11  mo.  29. 

For  1  life  Sir  Wm.  Jones, 

ai.7s 

1  Domestic  Encyclopedia, 

ISM 

1  Marriofs  Poems — best  binding. 

m 

1  Pleasures  of  Hope, 

.75 

1  Carr's  Northern  Summer, 

l.» 

1  Female  Biography, 

Discount  5  pr.  cent.. 

1.141 

•21.73 
Received  payment  of  Elisha  ThomtOD,  Jr. 

ABRAHAM  SHEARMAN,  Jr. 


'jrm* 
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NEW  BEDFORD : 
E.  AiTTHONT  &  Sons,  Printebs  to  the  Citt. 

1876. 


Officers  of  the  Free  Public  Library, 


FOB  THE  ¥KAB  1876. 


TRUSTEES. 

EX   OFFICIO.      TKRM8  EXPIRE  JAKUART,    1877. 

ABRAHAM  H.  HOWLANl),  JR.,  Mayor  of  the  City. 
EDWIN  DEWS,  President  of  the  Common  Coancll. 
JOHN  B.  BAYLIES,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  City  Council 
on  Public  Instruction. 

KLKCTED  UY  THE  CITY  COUNCIL. 

S.  GRIFPrrTS  MORGAN,  Term  expires  Jan.  1877. 

THOMAS  11.  KNOWLES,  Term  expires  Jan.  1877. 

GEORGE  HOWLAND,  JR.,  Term  expires  Jan.  1878. 

GEORGE  H.  DUNBAR,  Term  expires  Jan.  1878. 

WARREN  LADD,  Term  expires  Jan.  1879. 

OLIVER  A.  ROBERTS.  Term  expires  Jan.  1879. 

PRKSIDl^NT  OF  THE  BOARD. 

THE  MAYOR. 


CLERK. 

OLIVER  A.  ROBERTS. 


COMMITTEES. 

On  the  Library— The  Ma3'or,  Messrs.  Ladd,  Howland,  Morgan,  and 

Dunbar. 
On  the  Building— Messrs.  Baylies  and  Dews. 
On  Binding  and  Blanks— Messrs,  Knowles  and  Morgan. 
On  the  Museum— Messrs,  Morgan,  Roberts,  and  Dunbar. 


SLTERINTEXDEXT  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

GEORGE  H.  DUNBAR. 


LIBRARIAN. 

ROBERT  C.  INGRAHAM. 


A.^SISTANT  LIBRARIANS. 

JOSEPHINE  A.  MERRICK,  MARY  E.  BROWN. 


REPORT. 


To  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  New  Bedford: 

Gentlemen,  —  The  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Li- 
brary, in  submitting  their  Twenty-Fourth  Annual  Report, 
do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  enter  upon  an  elaborate  dis- 
cussion of  the  principles  upon  which  it  is  based,  the  initial 
steps  of  its  organization,  or  the  results  which  have  ema- 
nated from  it.  Year  by  year  it  has  had  a  healthy  and 
steady  growth,  its  roots  striking  down  deeper  and  deeper 
into  the  hesirts  and  minds  of  the  people,  until  it  has  be- 
come, like  schools  and  churches,  one  of  the  essential  ele- 
ments of  education,  culture,  refinement,  and  pleasure. 

The  City  Council  in  the  past  has  ever  yielded  to  it  a 
wise  and  generous  support,  and  as  it  increases  in  ability 
and  strength  its  genial  influence  will  be  more  broadly  felt ; 
and  we  doubt  not  in  the  future,  as  in  the  past,  the  City 
Council's  aid  and  support  will  always  be  commensurate 
with  the  impoilance  of  its  mission  and  the  beneficial 
results  evolved  therefrom. 

READING  ROOM. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1873,  a  stand  was 
erected  in  the  centre  of  the  library  room,  on  which  were 
placed  some  of  the  leading  political  newspapers  from  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  Union,  for  free  reading  by  the  publve% 
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The  result  of  the  experiment  has  thus  far  demonstrated 
the  importance  of  the  movement,  and  indicated  the  neces- 
sity of  more  enlarged  and  better  facilities  and  accommo- 
dations. Were  it  not  for  the  general  stagnation  of  busi- 
ness, enforcing  a  reduction  of  taxes  by  a  rigid  economy 
in  every  department  of  the  city  government,  we  should 
recommend  that  the  room  upon  the  lower  floor,  now  occu- 
pied by  the  city  clerk,  be  vacated  by  him  and  fitted  up 
for  a  free  public  reading  room,  into  which  all  the  news- 
papers and  periodicals  now  taken  should  be  placed,  with 
such  additions  as  experience  and  the  state  of  our  funds 
might  dictate. 

INCREASED  ACCOMMODATIONS  FOR  THE  LIBRARY. 

The  natural  growth  of  the  library  will  soon  demand 
more  room  in  which  to  place  the  new  works  purchased  or 
donated.  It  cannot  be  many  years  before  the  whole  of 
the  Library  building  will  be  required  for  purposes  con- 
nected with  the  library,  and  we  will  suggest  that  a  wise 
forethought  will  induce  the  City  Council  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  question  of  what  shall  be  done  with  the  city 
offices  which  now  occupy  the  lower  floor  of  the  Library 
building  when  that  time  arrives. 

The  library  has  been  engrafted  into  our  educational 
system,  and  must  of  necessity  expand  with  an  increasing 
population  and  the  industrial  growth  and  prosperity  of 
our  city. 
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the  library. 

The  following  statistics,  furnished  by  the  librarian, 
give  a  clear  record  of  the  operations  of  the  library  for  the 
year  1875. 

Total  number  of  volumes  taken  from  the  library  during 
the  year  has  been  ffiy-five  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventj/^ne;  an  increase  over  the  year  1874  of  nine  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  thirty-one. 

The  daily  average  of  volumes  delivered  was  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-one. 

Total  number  of  cards  issued,  fourteen  thousand  one 
hundred  and  eighty -five;  an  increase  for  the  present  year 
of  eight  hundred  and  eighty-five. 

The  number  of  volumes  purchased  during  the  year  was 
eight  hundred.  The  number  donated,  bound  volumes 
eighty-seven^  unbound  twenty-eighty  and  three  hundred  and 
fifty -four  pamphlets. 

The  number  of  volumes  in  the  library,  thirty-three 
thousand. 

On  the  reading  desks  and  stand  there  are  nine  news- 
papers, and  one  hundred  and  thirteen  periodicals. 

These  statistics  show  a  very  satisfactory  result,  and 
enforce  what  we  have  said  in  relation  to  more  accommo- 
dations which  the  near  future  will  require. 

In  regard  to  the  character  of  the  books  taken  from  the 
library,  we  have  not  the  means  of  showing  the  ratio  be- 
tween fiction  and  scientific  works,  but  are  satisfied  from 
observation  that  there  is  a  gradual  improvement  in  the 
class  of  books  delivered  and  a  toning  up  in  the  habits  and 
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tastes  of  those  who  dmw  their  moral  and  iutelloctual  food 
from  the  library. 

CATALOGUE. 

The  second  supplement  to  the  catalogue  is  nearly  fin- 
ished, and  will  bo  ready  for  use  early  in  the  year  1876. 

During  the  last  two  years  quarterly  bulletins  of  new 
books  purchased  have  been  published,  besides  advertising 
lists  of  accessions  in  the  newspapers. 

The  trustees  commenced  the  publication  of  a  bulletin  of 
accessions  as  an  experiment,  but  the  result,  indicated  by 
the  constant  call  for  the  new  books  purchased  immediatoly 
after  the  publication  of  each  l>ulletin,  proves  it  to  have 
been  a  wise  and  useful  measure,  and  the  same  is  true  of 
the  newspaper  advertisements. 

the  museum. 

The  Museum  of  Natural  History  presented  to  the  cily 
by  the  Young  Men's  Natural  History  Society  of  New  Bed- 
ford, and  placed  in  charge  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Free 
Public  Library,  and  which  was  in  1874  leased  to  the 
Marion  Natural  History  Society,  remains  in  the  rooms  of 
that  society  in  Marion,  where  it  is  open  to  the  public 
every  Saturday  afternoon.  The  interest  of  the  members 
of  the  society  and  of  the  people  of  Marion  in  the  subject 
of  natural  history  is  increasing,  and  the  museum  is  in 
reasonably  good  condition  and  well  cared  for.  A  few 
specimens  of  minerals  have  been  added  to  it  the  past  year 
by  exchanging  duplicates. 

In  the  appendix  will  be  found  a  detailed  statement  of 
our  expenditures  during  the  past  year,  and  a  clear  state- 
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ment  of  the  present  condition  of  the  several  Trust  Funds, 
and  also  a  list  of  the  donations  received,  with  the  names 
of  the  donors. 

Dec.  29,  1875.     Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

B.  F.  H.  REED,  Clerk. 


A.I^:FE2iTDIX:. 


-»•♦' 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

The  account  of  the  expenses  of  the  library  for  the  past 
year  from  the  ordinary  funds  of  the  city  treasury,  is  as 
follows : 

1875,  Jan.  2.    Balance  to  credit  of  library  account,  $202.10 

28.    One  half  net  receipts  from  dog  licenses,  799.89 

March      25.    Annual  appropriation,  3,000.00 

Jan.  Mcb.  &  Dec.    Sundry  receipts  for  rent  of  Cummings  Hall,     30.90 
May         14.    Sale  of  stove,  .40 

Duplicate  bill,  4.50 


$4,037.29 

Bills  approved.     Feb.  G,  $72.16 

27,  4.60 

March  27,  635.70 

AprU  24,  101.09 

May  29,  72.02 

June  26,  711.00 

July  81,  2G1.59 

Sept.  25,  799.25 

Oct.  30,  135.78 

Dec.  29,  7G9.99      3,5C3.08 


Present  balance  to  credit  of  Library,  $474.21 
The  above  expenditures  in  detail  arc  as  follows : 

Books  and  periodicals,  $68.45 

Binding,  300.82 

Stereoscopes  and  multiscope,  4.60 
Museum : 

Kent  of  haU,  $75.00 

Gas,  6.90          81.90 

Salaries  of  librarian  and  assistants,  2,712.50 


10  trustees'  report. 


PriQtlng  and  advertising : 

Extra  copies  23d  annual  report, 

$37.i5 

Sundry  jobs  of  cards,  labels,  blanks,  &c., 

89.00 

Quarterly  bulletin  catalogues. 

180.70 

Advertising  books  recently  added, 

58  00 

315.15 

Blank-books, 

i.eo 

Postage, 

s.oo 

Matting,  and  putting  down  same, 

69.56 

Gas-burners, 

4.50 

Waste-basket, 

4 

1.00 

$3,563.08 

A  summary  of  the  librarian's  account  is  as  follows : 


1875,  Jan.  1.    Cash  on  hand, 

$43.33 

Receipts  fk*oin  sales  of  catalogues  and  bulletins, 

18.44 

Fines, 

238.35 

Miscellaneous, 

.85 

$300.96 

Paid  for  books  and  periodicals. 

$69.70 

Stationery  and  covering  paper, 

40.41 

Postage  and  post-office  box  rent. 

27.60 

Expressage  and  fk'eight, 

12.31 

Jobber, 

6.00 

Cleaning  clock. 

2.50 

Incidentals, 

3.49 

162.01 

1876,  Jan.  1.    Cash  on  hand,  $138.95 

The  payments  for  books  and  periodicals  on  the  above 
two  accounts  have  been  as  follows : 

American  Baptist  Publication  Society,  $1.25 

K.  Anthony,  1.50 

E.  Anthony  &  Sons,  6.00 
Beach,  Son  &  Co.,  .10 
Butler  &  Fleetwood,  6.00 
H.  Vincent  Butler,  24.00 
S.  R.  Crocker,  2.00 
Edwin  Dews,  54.00 
Mrs.  S.  B.  Gardner,  g,§Q 
Greenough  &  Co.,  2.00 

F.  I^ypoldt,  9.00 
A.  L.  Luyster,  iM 


5.00 

6.00 

2.80 

7.20 

1.00 

^esAs 

9138.15 

69.70 

8188.15 
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Ebenezer  W.  Peirce, 
Vincent  Saall, 
Schoenhof  &  Moeller, 
Scrlbner,  Welford  &  Armstrong, 
Ainred  Smith  &  Co., 

Paid  from  city  appropriation, 
Paid  by  librarian, 

TRUST  ACCOUNTS. 

SYLVIA  ANN  HOWL  AND  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  FUND. 

1875,  Jan.  2.    Unexpended  balance  of  income,  $9,793.07 

One  year's  interest,  3,000.00 

812,793.07 

Bills  approved  (solely  for  books,  periodicals  and  binding,) 

as  follows : 

Peb.  6,  8111.34 

27,  169.84 

March  27,  235.08 

April  24,  272.03 

May  29,  389.98 

June  26,  42.51 

Aug.  28,  219.66 

Sept.  25,  102.53 

Oct.  30,  130.95 

Nov.  27,  196.74 

\                 Dec.  29,  271.66     2,132.32 

Balance  unexpended,  810,660.75 

The  detailed  statement  of  expenditure  from  this  fund 
is  as  follows : 

Paid  to  John  C.  Allen,  81^2.83 

American  Baptist  Publication  Society,  2.50 

American  Publishing  Co.,  18.00 

Bcnerman  &  Wilson,  4.00 

Edward  B.  Bogg,  1.50 

Boston  Society  of  Natural  History,  10.00 

James  Campbell,  52.43 

John  H.  Carmany  &  Co.,  3.50 

Catholic  Publication  Society,  4.18 

WiUlam  B.  Dana  &  Co.,  8.20 

Dawson  Bros.,  8.87 
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I  to  Edwin  Dews,  binding, 

55.50 

Warren  F.  Draper, 

3.50 

Essex  Institute, 

3.00 

William  H.  Farrlngton, 

9.50 

David  G.  Francis, 

21.83 

Harper  &  Bros., 

3.25 

William  T.  Harris, 

2.C0 

H.  0.  Houghton  &  Co., 

3.20 

S.  Hutchinson, 

686.99 

Johnson,  Wilson  &  Co., 

15.00 

Alice  Lewis, 

2.C0 

F.  Leypoldt, 

3.00 

J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co  , 

6.00 

Little,  Brown  &  Co., 

i.75 

Methodist  Bool^  Concern, 

1.25 

Munn  &  Co., 

2.70 

New  York  Genealogical  and  Biographical  Society, 

2.00 

Peabody  Academy  of  Science, 

19.50 

Alonzo  H.  Quint, 

186.43 

£.  P.  Raymond, 

3.00 

A.  H.  Roffe  &  Co., 

113.00 

Scribner  &  Co., 

3.20 

Scribner,  Welford  &  Armstrong, 

390.11 

Sheldon  &  Co., 

3.20 

J.  L.  Sisson, 

135.00 

E.  Stcigcr, 

13.05 

Ruth  C.  Thompson, 

8.00 

Benjamin  K.  Tucker, 

3.50 

U.  S.  Patent  Office, 

22.50 

Universalist  Publishing  House, 

2.50 

F.  D.  Vaille, 

39.00 

D.  Van  Nostrand, 

13.50 

J.  Watson  &  Co., 

82.97 

B.  Westermann  &  Co., 

17.88 

•2,132.32 


GEORGE  ROWLAND  JUNIOR  FUND. 


1S75,  Jan.  2.    Unexpended  balance  of  income. 
One  year*s  interest, 

D.  Van  Nostrand's  bill  of  books,  approved  May  29, 
Balance  unexpended, 


•185.97 
96.00 

•281.97 
180.S0 

•101.17 
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CHARLES  W.   MORGAN  FUND. 

1875,  Jan.  2.    Unexpended  balance  of  income,  9^3.47 

One  year*s  interest,  60.00 

9153.47 
Bills  approved  July  31,  116.78 

Balance  unexpended,  $36.74 

The  detailed  statement  of  expenditure  from  this  fund, 
all  of  which  was  for  books  and  periodicals,  is  as  follows  : 


Paid  to  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  of  Philadelphia, 

•5.00 

John  C.  Allen, 

28.78 

Charles  C.  Chatfleld, 

3.00 

David  G.  Francis, 

15.57 

S.  Hutchinson, 

26.03 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society, 

4.00 

A.  H.  Roffe  &  Co., 

17.25 

Samuel  Walker  &  Co., 

.16.20 

#116.73 


The  total  of  unexpended  income  of  funds  in  the  control 
of  the  trustees  is  now  as  follows : 

Sylvia  Ann  Howland  Free  Public  Library  fund,  $10,660.75 

George  Howland  Junior  ftind,  101.17 

Charles  W.  Morgan  Aind,  36.74 

•10,708.66 


DONATIONS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1875. 


V(>laniM.         Paaphktt. 
BoubJ.    Unboand. 

American  Antlqaarian  Society, 1  1 

American  Philosophical  Society, 1 

Baker,  William  G., i 

Boston  Public  Library,    . 6 

Bowdltch,  W.  I., 1 

Briggs,  James  C, I 

Brown,  H.  A., 1 

Brownell,  T.  Frank, I 

Butler,  James  D., 8 

Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane, 1 

Chase,  Warren  £., 2 

Chicago  Public  Library 1 

Clark,  W.  S., 1 

Cobden  Club, 1  5 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 7 

Congdon,  James  B., •  •  151 

Crapo,  William  W., 1 

Cutter,  Abram  E., •  •  •  1  3 

Denham,  Edward, S 

Dennison,  Tristram  R., 3 

Dexter,  Franklin  B., 1 

Dunbar,  George  H., 4 

Earle,  Pliny 1 

Farriugton,  William  H., 2         56 

Friends'  Library,  Germantown, 1 

Gowan,  F.  B., 1 

Hartford  Young  Men's  Institute, 1 

Harvard  College, 1 

Hayward,  A.  S., 1 

Hough,  George  T., 22 

Howland,  Abraham  H.,  Jr., 1 

Howland,  George,  Jr., 1 

Humphreys,  A.  A., 2  1  5 

Hutchinson,  S., S 

Jackson,  Samnel  C, ••••  1 

fc^ohnaon,  Nathan, 8 
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Vulanie*.         Pamphlets. 
Buun J.    Uubuun  L 

Lawrence  Public  Library, 4 

Library  Committee,  Lancaster,  Mass., 1 

Library  Company,  Philadelphia, 2 

Library  of  Congress, 1  1 

Lowell  Library, 3 

Mc  Neil,  George  E., 1 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  N.  Y., 2 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  San  Francisco,  .  3 

Mercantile  Library  Company,  Philadelphia,  .  •  •  1 

Merrill,  Edward  B., 2 

Morgan,  S.  Griffltts, 1  19 

Morse,  Edward  S., 6 

Newton  Library, 1 

Nye,  Gideon,  Jr., 1 

Peabody  Education  Fnud, 1 

Pcabody  Institute,  Danvers, 1 

Peabody  Institute,  Peabody, 3 

Pelrce,  Charles  M.,  Jr., 2 

Pitman,  Robert  C, 1 

Potter,  William  J., 1 

Provincetown  Public  Library, 1 

Quincy  Public  Library, ] 

Quint,  Alonzo  H., 8  6 

Reed,  Benjamin  F.H., 1  3 

Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute, 1 

Richmond,  George  B., 7 

Rodman,  Edmund, I 

Rodman,  Thomas  R., 1 

Rotch,  William 3 

Smithsonian  Institution, 2 

Springfield  City  Library  Association, 1 

SUples,  S.  E., 1 

State  Board  of  Health, 1 

Taunton  Public  Library, 1 

Thomson,  J.  H., 8         23 

Trustees  of  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital, 1 

Tucker,  Charles  R.,  Jr., 2 

United  States  Government: 

Bureau  of  Education, 2           1  1 

Coast  Survey, 1 

Department  of  the  Interior, 50 

Engineer  Department, 1 

Patent  Office, 8 

War  Department, 1 
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Wtttertowii  Public  Library, 

AVayhuul  Library  Committee, 

Willey,  Henry, 

Woburii  Library  Committee, 

Wreu,  W.  C, 

Yale  College, 

YouDjr  MeD*s  Association,  Buflfalo, 

Younj;;  Men's  Cliristian  Association,  Worcester. 
Youni:  Men's  Mercantile  Library  Association, 
Cincinnati, 


Volunirg.  P«mi 

BouniL     UnbonniL 


•bl«U. 


NEWSPAPERS  AND  MAPS. 

American  Unitarian  Association.    The  Christiau  Register,  voL  fii,  1875. 

—  Tlic  Unitarian  Review  and  Religions  Magazine,  voL  4,  1875. 
Denham,  Edward.    Photo-Lithographed  Maps  of  North  America,  North 

Carolina,  IT.m;  North  Neck  of  Virginia,  1736-37. 
(Jerner,  H.     Patent  Right  Gazette,  N.  Y.  1875,  12  numbers. 
Hathaway*  Martin  L.    The  New  Bedford  Evening  Express,  Feb.  27 

ls:.i;,  to  Nov.  13,  iSSii. 
Leslie,  E.  N.    Map  of  the  Harljor  and  Town  of  New  Bedford,  by  Capt. 

David  Leslie. 
Nye,  Gideon,  Jr.    Bulletin  Mensuel  de  la  Soci6t6  d*Acclimatation,  8e 

Serie,  Tome2,  1875. 
Reed,  Benjamin  F.  II.     The  RLsing  Sun,  Upton,  Dec,  1874, 

—  The  Seaside  Gazette,  July  7,  1874,  to  Aug.  31,  1874. 

Wahlron,  Charles  1).    The  Leisure  Moment,  Fall  River  and  New  Bed- 
ford, 1S72,  22  numbers. 

—  The  Weelvly  Star,  New  Bedford,  1872,  7  numbers. 
White,  Smith  Ji  Co.     The  Folio,  Boston,  1875,  12  numbers. 
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NEW  BEDFORD : 
Mercury  Publishinq  Company,  City  Printers. 

1877. 


Officers  of  the  Free  Public  Library, 

FOB  THE  TEAR  1877. 


TRUSTEES. 

EX-OFFICIO.     TERM  EXPIRES  JANUARY,  1878. 

ALANSON  BOJtDEN,  Mayor  of  the  City. 
WILLIAM  H.  MATHEWS,  President  of  the  Common  Council. 
JOHN  HASTINGS,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  City  Council  on 
Public  Instruction. 

ELECTED  BY  THE  CITY  COUNCIL. 

GEORGE  HOWLAND.  Jr.,  Term  expires  Jan.,  1878. 

GEORGE  H.  DUNBAR,  Term  expires  Jan.,  1878. 

WARREN  LADD,  Term  expires  Jan.,  1879. 

OLIVER  A.  ROBERTS,  Term  expires  Jan.,  1879. 

ABRAHAM  H.  HOWLAND,  Jr.,  Term  expires  Jan.,  1880. 

S.  GRIFFHTS  MORGAN,  Term  expires  Jan.,  1880. 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  BOARD. 

THE  MAYOR. 

CLERK. 

OLIVER  A.  ROBERTS. 


COMMITTEES. 

On  the  Zriferary— The  Mayor,  Messrs.  Ladd,  George  Howland,  Jr.,  Mor- 
gan and  Dunbar. 
On  the  Building — Messrs.  Hastings  and  Mathews. 

On  Binding  and  Blanks — Messrs.  Abraliam  H.  Howland,  Jr.,  and  Morgan. 
On  the  Museum — Messrs.  Morgan,  Roberts  and  Dunbar. 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

GEORGE  H.  DUNBAR. 


LIBRARIAN. 

ROBERT  C.  INGRAHAM. 


ASSISTANT  LIBRARIANS. 

JOSEPHINE  A.  MERRICK.  MARY  E.  BROWN. 


4H 


REPORT. 


To  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  New  Bedford: 

Gentlemen,—  The  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library 
herewith  submit  their  Twenty-fifth  Anuual  Report : 

The  Library  continues  to  be  an  influential  factor,  and  as 
an  auxiliary  to  our  schools,  is  performing  an  important  part 
in  our  educational  system. 

The  experience  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  attests  the  wis- 
dom of  its  inception,  and  indicates  for  it,  in  the  future,  a 
broader  sphere  of  usefulness. 

It  is  a  fountain  of  knowledge  and  of  culture  at  which  all 
are  freely  invited  to  drink ;  and  none  are  deprived  of  ita 
blessings.  The  number  of  books  annually  taken  from  its 
shelves  evinces  the  high  regard  in  which  it  is  held,  as  an  ed- 
ucator, bj'  our  people,  and  shows  the  extent  to  which  they 
avail  themselves  of  its  intellectual  and  moral  wealth. 

In  the  Report  of  the  Centennial  celebration  in  this  city, 
July  4th,  there  is  an  able  and  elaborate  history  of  our  Free 
Public  Library  ;  its  establishment,  progress  and  present  con- 
dition, from  which  wo  intended  to  have  made  copious  ex- 
ti-acts,  but  it  is  so  interwoven  and  linked  together,  and  one 
stjitemcnt  fallows  another  in  such  close  logical  sequence,  that 
we  were  unable  to  make  selections  that  would  impart  a  true  idea 
of  its  value  and  importance ;  we  therefore  suggest  that  it 
be  published  in  full,  as  an  appendix  to  this  report. 
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NEWSPAPERS. 


During  the  year,  there  has  been  an  increased  interest 
manifested  in  the  Newspaper  Department.  The  papers  fur- 
nished are  constantly  read,  by  people  who  seem  to  appre- 
ciate the  facilities  offered  for  obtaining  general  news. 

We  regret  that  there  are  not  more  ample  accommodations 
for  this  department,  and  trust  that  the  time  is  not  distant 
when  it  will  be  enlarged,  and  the  sphere  of  its  usefulness  ex- 
tended. 

INCREASED  ACCOMMODATIONS   FOR   THE   LIBRARY. 

In  last  year's  Report  we  stated  that  it  would  not  *»be  many 
years  before  the  whole  of  the  Library  building  will  be  re- 
quired for  purposes  connected  with  the  Library." 

Another  year's  experience  compels  us  to  repeat,  with 
emphasis,  the  statement  then  made  in  regard  to  more  and 
better  accommodations,  and  we  earnestly  call  the  attention 
of  the  City  Council  to  the  subject.  We  feel  satisfied  that, 
if  the  City  Council,  by  a  Committee,  will  make  an  examina- 
tion of  the  Library,  the  crowded  state  of  its  shelves,  and 
the  impossibility,  with  the  present  room,  of  a  proper  classi- 
fication and  arrangement  of  its  books,  will  impress  upon 
them  the  necessity  for  the  increased  facilities  we  have  sng- 
gested. 

SYLVIA  ANN   HOWLAND  TRUST  FUND. 

It  is  well  understood  that  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public 
Library  have  ever  been  firm  in  the  opinion  that  the  City 
Treasurer  should  credit  the  Library  with  the  interest  upon 
its  proportion  of  the  Sylvia  Ann  Howland  Fund,  from  the 
date  it  was  received  by  the  City  Treasurer,  to  the  date  ol 
the  City  Ordinance  regulating  the  bequest. 
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The  interest  we  claim  as  due  the  Library  amounts  to  tv>o 
thousand  Jive  hundred  and  forty-eight  dollars  and  seventy- 
five  cents. 

The  City  Treasurer  has  not  felt  at  liberty  to  credit  this 
amount  to  the  Library  account,  until  authorized  so  to  do  by 
a  vote  of  the  City  Council. 

In  order  to  have  the  opinion  of  the  legal  officer  ot  the 
city  as  a  basis  of  action,  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  submitted 
the  question  in  dispute  to  the  City  Solicitor. 

Under  date  of  Dec.  19th,  1876,  the  City  Solicitor,  in  his 
reply  to  the  Mayor's  inquiries,  closes  as  follows : 

*'In  my  opinion  the  city  should  pay  interest  at  six  per  cent, 
per  annum,  on  the  amount  received,  from  the  time  of  the 
several  payments  by  the  executors  up  to  the  date  when  the 
Ordinance,  regulating  the  care  and  custody  of  the  bequest 
took  eftect ;  from  which  last  date  I  understand  interest  has 
been  regularly  paid  by  the  city  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Free 
Pul)lic  Library." 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  fully 
sustains  the  position  assumed  by  the  Trustees.  We  doubt 
not  his  opinion  will  be  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil, and  that  it  will  at  once  inaugurate  the  necessary  meas- 
ures to  carry  it  into  effect. 

The  Librarian  furnishes  the  following  records  of  the  oper- 
ations of  the  Library  during  the  past  year : — 

Whole  number  of  books  taken  from  the  library  during 
the  yctw,  Ji/li/'eight  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty-six. 

Daily  average  of  volumes  delivered,  one  hundred  and 
ninety. 

Total  number  of  cards  issued  up  to  the  present  time, 
fourteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy ;  an  increase 
over  last  year  of  seven  hundred  and  eighty-Jive. 

There  have  been  added  to  the  Library  during  the  year  by 


8  trustees'  report. 

purchase  ten  hundred  and  fifty-five  volumes  :  by  donation, 
187  i)ound  volumes,  93  unbound  volumes,  and  478  pamph- 
lets. 

Total  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library,  thirty  five  thou- 
sand. 

There  are  twelve  newspapers  upon  the  stund.  One  of 
them,  the  London  TimeSy  is  kindly  furnished  by  Benjamin 
Lindsey,  Esq. 

It  is  quite  an  interesting^  study  to  note  the  kind  and  char- 
acter of  the  books  taken  from  the  Library,  indicating,  as  it 
does,  in  a  measure,  the  habits,  tastes  and  intellectual  status 
of  the  patrons  of  the  Library. 

After  examinaticm,  the  Librarian  classifies  the  books  taken 
from  the  Library  during  the  year  1876  as  follows : — 

Theolofry  and  PhUosopliy 3  per  cent. 

Law  and  Political  Science 1 

Arts  and  Sciences 5  '" 

History 3  '' 

Biography 9  '^ 

Vovatfes  and  Travels 3  '* 

Fine  Arts 1  *• 

Works  of  Fiction 73  '* 

Miscellaneous 3  ^^ 

100 

Upon  the  desks  there  are  one  hundred  and  eighteen  peri- 
odicals^ three  of  which,  X\xq  Gardener's  Monthly yXXie  Poultry 
World  and  the  American  Library  Journal  have  been  added 
this  year. 

The  publication  in  the  newspapers  of  the  new  books  pur- 
chased, and  the  issuing  of  quarterly  bulletins  of  the  same 
cannot  any  longer  be  considered  an  experiment,  but,  hence- 
forth must  be  adopted  as  a  part  of  the  regular  machinery  for 
opei^ating  the  Library. 
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In  the  appendix  will  be  found  a  detailed  statement  of  our 
receipts  and  expenditures ;  also  a  full  statement  of  the  pres- 
ent condition  of  the  several  Trust  Funds,  with  a  list  of 
donations  received  for  the  year  1876,  and  the  names  of  the 
donors. 

In  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 

ABRAHAM  H.  ROWLAND,  Jr.,  Mayor. 

O.  A.  ROBERTS,  Clerk. 
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APPENDIX 


FINANCIAL    STATEMENTS    CONCERNING   THE 
FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  FOR  1876. 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


1876,  January  1.    Cash  on  hand,  9138.95 

Receipts  from  sales  of  Catalogues  and  Bul- 
letins, 15.70 
Fines,  271.71 


Paid  for  Atlases,  $44.00 

Boolvs,  111.50 


$426.36 


P.  0.  Box,  Postage,  Postals,  etc.. 

16.37 

Expressage, 

15.22 

Sundries, 

32.26 

Benjamin  Jenkins  (sign). 

3.00 

E.  Anthony  &  Sons, 

40.00 

Sherman  (P.  0.  Scales), 

12.00 

Jobber, 

9.75 

« 

284.10 

1877,  January  1.    Cash  in  hands  of  Librarian,  $142.26 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES. 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBEIARY  ACCOUNT. 


1876,  January  1.    Cash  on  hand, 

^*         6.    One-half  net  receipts  from  dog 
licenses, 
March  26.    Annual  Appropriation, 

Credits  of  Money  returned  to 
the  City  Treasurer, 


Bdls  approved  February  1, 

"  March  26, 

*'  April  29, 

"  June  24, 

^^  August  26, 

"  October  4, 

"  December  23, 

1877,  January  1.    Cash  on  hand, 


$474.21 

833.82 
3,300.00 

9.78 


$4,617.81 

$1,017.99 

800.67 

465.95 

746.07 

111.58 

883.16 

228.77 

4,254.19 

$363.62 


TRUST  FUND  ACCOUNTS, 


1876,  January  1. 


Balances  on  hand : 
Sylvia  Ann  Howland  Fund, 
George  Howland  Junior  Fund, 
Charles  W.  Morgan  Fund, 


10,660.75 

101.17 

36.74 


$10,798.66 
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SYLVIA  ANN  ROWLAND  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBEAEY  FUND. 

1876,  January  1.  Unexpended  balance  of  In- 
come, 910,660.75 

One  year's  interest,  3,000.00 

Credits,  cash  returned  to  City 
Treasurer,  9.65 


fl3,670.30 


Bills  approved   (solely  for  books,  pe- 
riodicals and  binding)  as  follows  : 

January  29,  ^289.31 

February  26,  298.69 

March  26,  302.13 

April  29,  146.49 

May  27,  383.72 

June  24,  150.16 

August  26,  66.87 

October  4,  636.32 

October  28,  216.25 

November  25,  177.09 

December  23,  267.49         2.934.52 


1877,  January  1.    Balance  of  income  unexpended,  $10,735.78 

The  detailed  statement  of  expenditure  from  the  income 
of  this  Fund  is  as  follows  : 

Academy  Natural  Science,  $5.00 

Alice  Lewis,  2.00 

American  Baptist  Publication  Society,  2.50 

Beneman  and    Wilson,  4.00 

B.  Westerman,  7.61 

Catholic  Publication  Society,  4.18 

Charles  L.  Woodward,  77.86 

Dawson  Brothers,  3,16 

D.  G.  Fisher,  65.71 

D.  Van  Nostrand,  31.00 

Edward  B.  Bog<jfs,  1.50 

Edwin  Dews,  129.91 
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E.  p.  Raymond, 

E.  Steiger, 
JE.  W.  Nash, 

F.  Leypoldt, 

Geo.  P.  Pntiiam  &  Sons^ 

G.  W.  Hopkins, 
Harper  Bros.» 

H.  O.  Houghton  &  Co., 

James  Campbell, 

Jaiues  M.  Lawton,  Jr., 

Joei  Muusell, 

John  Ferguson, 

Little,  Brown  &  Co., 

Mass.  Historical  Society, 

Munn  &  Co., 

National  Subs.  Agency, 

Nelson  <&  Phillips, 

New  England  Subs.  Agency, 

N.  Y.  Geneal.  and  Biog.  Society, 

Scribner,  Armstrong  &  Co., 

Sheldon  &  Co., 

S.  Hutchinson, 

S.  R.  Crocker, 

Scribner,  Welford  &  Armstrong, 

Scribner,  Welford  &  Co., 

U.  S.  Patent  Office, 

Universalist  Pub.  Society, 

W.  B.  Davis, 

W.  F.  Draper, 

W.  H.  Farrington, 

W.  T.  Harris, 


3.00 

5.65 

20.75 

3.20 

362.80 

9.00 

3.25 

3.20 

67.20 

192.08 

145.75 

13.75 

8.10 

4.00 

12.00 

51.45 

1.25 

149.65 
2.00 
6.68 
3.20 

996.22 
1.50 

221.39 

166.82 
50.30 
2.50 
8.20 
3.70 
9.50 
2.00 


Total  audits  for  1876, 


$2,934.52 


GEORGE  HOWLAND  JUNIOR  FUND. 


1876,  January  1.    Unexpended  balance  of  income, 

One  year's  interest. 


♦101.17 
96.00 


1877,  January  1.    Balance  unexpended. 


fl97.17 
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CHARLES  W.  MORGAN  FUND. 

1876,  January  1.    Unexpended  balance  of  income,  $36.74 

One  year's  interest,  60.00 


1877,  January  1.    Balance  unexpended,  $96.74 


Total  unexpended  balances  in  the  control  of  the  Board  of 
Ti'ustees : 

1877,  January  1.    Sylvia  Ann  Howland  Free  Public  Library 

Fund,  $10,735.78 

George  Howland  Junior  Fund,  197.17 

Charles  W.  Morgan  Fund,  96.74 


$11,029.69 


OLIVER  A.  ROBERTS, 

Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 


Free  Public  Libbabt,  Jan.  1,  1877. 


THE  NEW  BEDFORD  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


[Tills  sketch  of  the  history  of  the  New  Bedford  Free  Public  Library 
WHS  prepared  to  nccompniiy  the  volumes  of  its  reports  seut  to  the  I'en- 
teiinial  Kxpositioii.  and  is  now.  by  unanimous  votf'  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  re-published  in  the  Report  of  the  Free  Public  Library  for 
1876.] 

The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  recognizhiji:  from  the  earliest 
period  of  its  history  the  educational  influence  of  public  libraries,  gave 
the  assistance  of  its  legislation  in  th^  promotion  of  their  establi{<hnient 
and  management. 

Early  in  the  present  century,  laws  were  enacted  giving  corporate  po\\- 
ers  to  the  proprietors  of  Social  Libraries,  many  of  which  had  been  estab- 
lished in  various  parts  of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  under  the  proviiiions 
of  the  law  the  number  was  increased,  their  condition  made  permanent, 
and  their  management  rendered  convenient  and  effective. 

But  a  few  years  after  the  incorporation  of  the  town  of  Xew  Bedford, 
tlie  want  of  books  and  the  inability  of  most  of  the  iiihabitants  to  procure 
them,  led  to  a  combination  of  eftort  for  that  purpose. 

The  early  settlers  of  the  village  of  Bedford  were  intelligent  as  well  as 
industricus,  frugal  and  virtuous.  They  were  so  far  enlightened  as  to 
understand  the  value  of  books,  and  they  saw  clearly  that  the  remedy  for 
individual  inability  to  procure  them,  was  such  a  combination  of  means 
and  efforts  as  would  render  the  united  ability  the  property  of  each. 

Several  such  combinations  were  formed  in  New  Bedford  previous  to 
tlie  passage  of  the  act  conferring  upon  them  corporate  powers. 

The  proprietors  of  Dobson's  Encj'clopwdia  were  the  earliest  to  form 
this  social  and  profitable  arrangement.  For  our  unlearned  and  isolated 
people  this  work  was  a  library  in  itself.  Eagerly  and  thoroughly  were 
its  pages  read  and  consulted;  and  the  well-worn  volumes,  now  in  the 
Free  Public  Library,  bear  teetimon}-  to  the  fact  so  creditable  to  the 
people  of  the  village. 
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Hie  Library  Society  followed.  This  was  a  more  comprehensive  ef- 
fort. The  desire  for  books  had  outgrown  the  ability  of  Dobson  to  satis- 
fy. New  Bedford  was  fortunate  in  having  among  its  people,  men  who 
could  give  a  profitable  direction  to  that  Intelligence  which  needed  the 
assistance  of  books  to  supply  its  cravings  for  gratiticatlon  and  increase. 
In  this  respect  the  young  and  prosperous  community  was  favored  be- 
yond the  average,  in  that  day,  of  villages  whose  population  was  mainly 
composed  of  toilers  in  the  workshop  and  upon  the  sea. 

The  Social  Librar)'  followed.  This  was  a  vigorous,  well  directe<l,  and 
well  managed  association.  The  good  sense  of  all  recognized  the  wi^ 
dora  of  combination,  and  in  the  union  there  was  found  strength.  The 
three  associations  were  united,  and  the  New  Bedford  Social  Library  had 
a  long,  prosperous,  and  profitable  career.  Its  collection  of  books  was 
never  large,  never  exceeding  five  thousand  volumes;  but  such  was  the 
care  and  intelligence  bestowed  upon  their  selection  that  it  was  well  and 
truly  said  of  it,  that  take  those  five  thousand  volumes  out  of  it,  the 
libraries  of  the  world  could  not  supply  their  place  with  other  books  as 
well  adapted  to  the  wants  of  such  a  community. 

When  the  passage  of  the  State  law  allowed  the  proprietors  to  become 
a  body  corporate,  advantage  was  taken  of  its  provisions.  For  nearly 
half  a  century,  this  valuable  collection  of  books  was  the  principal 
source  whence  was  supplied  the  desire  of  the  people  for  knowledge  and 
intellectual  recreation.  * 'Library-day"  was  always  a  welcome  day. 
There  was  in  attendance  generally  a  large  number  of  intelligent  seekers; 
and  the  result  of  that  intercourse  with  books  for  which  this  librar}'  pro- 
vided was  a  marked  and  most  promising  and  intt^resting  feature  in  the 
characters  of  the  young  men  and  women  of  New  Bedford. 

Thus  speaks  the  poet  of  that  early  day,  which  to  us  of  the  present 
may  seem  the  ''day  of  small  things"  in  the  intellectual  history  of  our 
city. 

I  warm  to  think,  as  this  bright  (>ceue  I  scan. 

How  it  has  ended,  how  it  first  began. 

Far  from  this  crowd  of  manhood  and  of  grace, 

I  wander  back  o'er  half  a  century's  space. 

The  little  town,  in  sombre  garb  arrayed/ 

Gleams  still  through  flaunting  fashion  and  parade; 

I  see  its  fathers,  prudent  still,  yoY^fain 

To  grow  in  learning  as  they  grow  In  gain. 

Happy  for  us,  this  simple  truth  they  knew, 

That  cash  is  good,  but  culture  something  too. 

All  books  were  scarce;  most  books  were  somewhat  dear. 

Yet  how  they  sowed  the  far-brought  treasure  here! 

True  to  their  time,  but  tFuer  to  ourselves. 

Think  how  eifitlous  gathered  on  their  shelves  1 
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'T  was  nobly  clone,  to  make  the  school-houfie  free! 

A  nobler  school-house,  fitly  founded,  see  I 

Not  that  all  lore  from  reading  can  be  had. 

For  too  much  reading  sometimes  makes  us  mad; 

But  education,  still  a  life-long  friend. 

Goes  on  with  life,  with  that  can  only  end. 

To  Join  together  all  that  makes  refined 

The  wisdom,  art  and  fancy  of  mankind; 

To  lend  to  all  who  hither  come  to  read 

The  utmost  help  to  meet  their  utmost  need : 

What  ampler  work  could  ample  fortune  do. 

To  self,  to  city,  to  the  world  more  true? 

A  hundred  glorious  gardens  here  we  find; 

Oh,  culture  still  this  garden  of  the  mind  I 

Oh.  plant  and  water,  dear  as  wealth  unbought. 

The  flower  of  fancy  and  the  oak  of  thought!* 

It  was  an  easy  and  natural  step  from  the  law  granting  corporate  pow- 
ers to  social  libraries,  to  that  by  which  the  towns  and  cities  of  the  State 
were  allowed  to  establish  municipal  libraries,  and  to  raise  by  taxation 
the  means  for  their  purchase  and  support. 

That  act  had  its  origin  in  the  fundamental  principle,  that  the  State 
should  provide  for  the  education  of  the  people.  Under  the  influence  of 
this  Harvard  College  had  been  established,  and  the  public  school  system 
had  become  an  integral  part  of  the  public  polity.  The  act  by  which  the 
several  municipalities  were  allowed  to  establish  free  public  libraries,  had 
its  origin  in  the  idea  that  this  State  guardianship  and  legislation,  to  be 
perfected,  should  be  complemented  by  a  provision  for  the  extensidu  of 
the  educational  period  into  adult  life. 

It  was  seen 

*'That  education,  still  a  life-long  friend. 
Goes  on  with  life,  with  that  can  only  end." 

The  adult  school  and  the  free  public  library  are  both  the  offVprIng  of 
tlie  educational  policy  of  the  Commonwealth  founded  by  the  Purl- 
tans. 

This  Intimate  and  complemental  connection  between  the  schools  and 
the  library  was  clearly  apprehended  and  stated  by  the  trusteen  of  the 
New  Bedford  Free  Public  Library.  Under  this  point,  in  their  second 
aniuial  report,  they  use  the  following  language: 

*'Our  library  has  become  one  of  the  institutions  of  the  city. 

^Charles  Taber  Cong<lon's  poem  at  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone  of  the  Library 
UuUdlng. 
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**lt  has  become  a  valuable,  and  will  soon  be  considered  as  an  indis- 
pensable, auxiliary  in  the  work  of  popular  education. 

*'It  has  become  incorporated  both  In  idea  and  in  fact,  Into  the  catn- 
logue  of  subjects  demanding  the  fostering  care  and  annual  support  of 
the  municipal  ;2:overnment. 

^'Its  claims  for  such  attention  and  support  are  founded  upon  princi- 
ples which  lie  at  the  foundation  of  our  republican  institutions. 

**To  train  and  enlighien  the  public  mind  is  a  wurk  to  which  a  liberal 
portion  of  the  public  wealth  must  be  devoted;  and  as  being  hi  hannony 
with  this  idea,  and  as  the  capstone  of  our  S3'stem  of  public  education, 
the  Public  Library  has  claims  upon  all  whose  aim  is  the  promotion  of 
the  general  welfare. 

••Such  was  the  theory  when  the  work  was  begun  by  the  stjite  and  com- 
pleted by  the  city, — such  is  now  the  fact,  demonsti  ated  by  our  experi- 
ence and  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  doubt  or  cavil." 

The  Act  to  Authorize  Cities  and  Towns  to  kstablisii  ani> 
MAINTAIN  Public  Libraries  was  passed  by  the  Genernl  Court  of 
Massachusetts,  May  24, 1851. 

The  Ordinance  for  the  Establishmenht  and  Government  of  a 
Free  Public  Library,  in  New  Bedford,  was  passed  August  IG. 
1852. 

The  (Irst  movement  in  the  undertaking  was  an  unsuccessful  one.  It 
was  made  in  tlie  City  Council  July  8th,  1851,  by  Warren  L:idd.  then  n 
member  of  the  popular  branch  of  th.it  body.  The  order  was  only  lo 
consider  the  expediency  of  the  measure.  It  passed  the  Common  Coun- 
cil without  a  dissenting  voice,  but  the  Aldermen  non-concurred.  It  will 
he  seen  that  thir?  movement  was  but  forty-five  days  after  the  passage  of 
tlie  enabling  act. 

On  the  27th  of  May,  1852,  a  large  petition,  headed  by  James  B.  Cong- 
don,  was  presented  to  the  Council. 

This  movement  originated  with  a  society  of  young  men,  called  the 
liiion  Debating  Association.  This  society,  at  a  m«»et'ng  held  April  6th. 
1852.  in  connection  with  a  preamble  declaratory  of  the  conviction  that  a 
free  public  library  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  young  men  of  the 
city,  passed  the  following  resolution  : 

"Jiesolved.  That  this  Association  cause  petitions  to  be  circulated  pray- 
ing our  municipal  authorities  to  establish  such  an  institution.** 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  who 
reported  on  the  14th  of  June.  They  recommended  an  appropriiuion  of 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  for  the  establishment  of  the  library. 

In  their  report,  the  conmiitlee  attach  great  importance  to  the  fact  tJiat 
thry  had  been   assured  that   •'provided   the  authorities  should,  by  the 
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passa<^e  of  the  order  making  the  appropriat'on  asked  for,  e<«tablish  the 
principle,  that  the  mahitenance  of  a  free  city  library  for  the  continuous 
education  of  the  people  will  be  the  settled  polit3-ofthe  city,"  the ^r^ 
thousand  volumes  of  the  New  Bedford  Social  Library  would  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  city. 

Quoting  the  words  of  James  B.  Congdon,  through  whom  this  offer  of 
the  proprietors  of  the  library  was  made,  they  say :  "With  such  a  foun- 
dation to  build  upon,  with  the  appropriation  now  prayed  for  to  give  it  a 
position  for  immediate  and  extended  usefulness,  the  library  would  open 
to  our  inhabitants  the  means  of  innocent  enjoyment  and  of  valuable  ac- 
quisition, and  be  a  source  of  commeudnble  pride  to  our  citizens." 

Rut  the  Free  Public  Library  had.  in  fact,  been  established  before  the 
presentation  of  the  report.  The  appropriation  bill  for  the  year  which  had 
jilready  passed,  contained  an  item  o^  fifteen  hundred  dollars  for  the  library. 
Councilman  Pitman.*  who  was  a  member  of  the  committee  to  whom  the 
petition  was  referred,  had  anticipated  the  favorable  action  of  the  coun- 
cil, and  had  introduced  and  carried  an  amsndment  to  the  bill  making  the 
appropriation  as  above  stated.  This  amendment  was  made  previous  to 
the  presentation  of  the  report  of  the  committee.  The  appropriation  bill 
passed  Jul}'  20, 1852.  The  date  of  the  adoption  of  that  amendment  is  the 
date  of  the  establishment  of  the  New  Bedford  Free  Public  Library, 

The  library  was  opened  for  the  use  of  the  people  and  the  delivery  of 
Imoks  on  Thursday,  the  third  day  of  March,  1853. 

The  ordinance  establishing  the  Boston  Public  IJbrary  was  passed 
October  I2th,  1852.  and  the  doors  were  opened  for  the  delivery  of  books 
on  tiie  2d  day  of  May,  1854. 

The  number  of  volumes  at  the  opening  was  between  five  and  six 
thousand. 

It  is  an  interesting  and  creditable  fact,  tliat  the  New  Bedford  Free 
PnWic  Library  Is  the  only  public  lil)rary  established  under  the  law  of  1851, 
excepting  that  in  Boston,  noticed  by  Edwards  in  his  elaborate  ^^  Memoirs 
of  Libraries"  published  in  London  hi  1859.  The  following  extract  is 
from  tlie  second  volume  of  that  able  work.  After  reciting  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law,  the  author  proceeds  as  follows : 

'•  The  first  town  to  take  action  under  this  Statute  was  New  Bedford, 
by  whose  Council  a  Free  Public  Library  was  established  In  August. 
18.52.  The  proprietors  of  a  Subscription,  or  *  Social  Library'  trans- 
ferred their  collection  to  the  new  foundation,  which  was  opened  for 
public  use  on  the  .3d  of  March,  18.53,  with  about  GOOO  volumes.  This 
nmuber  has  been,  within  about  three  years,  increased  to  9000 ;  and  in 

*  Hon.  Robert  C  Pitman,  one  of  the  Juli^cs  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
ComnioDWeaJtli. 
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tlieir  fourth  report,  the  Trustees  are  enabled  to  affiim  that  *  It  Is  nii- 
doubtedly  true  that  no  Act  of  the  municipal  authorities  of  New  Bedford 
has  reached  with  its  recreative  and  improving  operation  so  large  a  part 
of  our  population,  and  prolwbly  none  has  ever  met  so  universally  and 
deeply  the  approbation  of  the  people.  A  Free  Public  Library  Is  the 
crowning  glory  of  the  system  of  public  education,  which  has  been  from 
our  earliest  history  the  pride  of  Massachusetts.'  In  a  Report  of  the 
preceding  year  there  is  a  passage  bearing  on  a  point  which  Is  always 
interesting  in  connection  with  the  present  subject — that  of  the  selection 
of  books :  '  While  care  has  been  taken,'  say  the  Trustees, '  that  no  pub- 
lication injurious  to  the  public  morals  should  find  a  place  upon  our 
shelves,  we  have  endeavored  to  divest  ourselves,  in  our  effoils  to  place 
before  our  fellow  citizens  the  means  of  a  more  extensive  and  genial  cul- 
ture, of  all  narrow  and  sectarian  partialities.  In  this  report  we  arc 
gratified  to  be  able  to  state  that  no  difference  of  opinion  has  for  a  single 
moment  interrupted  the  harmony  and  unanimity  of  our  proceedings."' 

The  State  law  and  the  City  ordinance  under  the  authority  and  direc- 
tion of  which  our  Fiee  Public  Library  was  established  are  models  of 
comprehensive  brevity.  The  one  contains  twenty  and  the  other  twenty- 
seven  lines — about  one  printed  page.  The  law  gives  the  power  to 
assess  a  tax  for  library  purposes,  and  contains  the  following  Important 
provision : 

*^  Any  town  or  city  may  receive  in  its  corporate  capacity,  and  hold  and 
manage,  any  devise,  bequest  or  donation,  for  the  establishment,  Increase 
or  maintenance  of  a  public  library  within  the  same." 

The  ordinance  provides  for  the  election  of  trustees,  and  confers  upon 
them  all  the  powers  necessai*)'  for  the  establishment  and  management  of 
the  library. 

The  number  of  trustees  was  originally  six,  three  ex-officii  and  three  at 
large,  chosen  annually.  A  change  has  been  made  by  which  the  number 
at  large  is  increased  to  six,  two  being  chosen  every  year  for  three  years. 
The  ex-officii  members  of  the  board  remain  the  same,— the  Mayor,  who 
is  president,  the  President  of  the  Common  Council,  and  the  Chairman  of 
tiie  Joint  Standing  Committee  of  the  City  Council  on  Public  Instructton. 

Robert  C.  Ingraiiam  was  appointed  librarian,  and  the  library  has  had 
no  other.  At  first  he  had  no  helper.  It  was  soon  found  necessary  to 
provide  an  assistant,  and  he  now  has  two,  both  ladies. 

Tiie  Rules  and  Regulations  first  establit^hed  are  contained  in  the  first 
Report.  They  have  been  twice  changed.  Those  now  In  force  will  be 
found  in  the  twenty-second  annual  Report.  In  accordance  with  their 
provisions,  a  superintendent  has  been  added  to  the  ofBcers  of  the 
library. 
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From  this  starting  point  it  will  be  interesting  to  consider  the  history 
and  progress  of  the  library,  under  the  more  important  aspects  in  which 
thej'  are  presented  in  the  reports  and  other  publications. 

They  may  be  arranged  as  follows : 

The  books,  their  number,  character  and  rate  of  increase. 

The  pamphlets  and  newspapers. 

The  Library  building. 

Donations :  books,  pamphlets,  pictures. 

Trust  funds. 

Reports. 

Dartmouth  Centennial. 

Catalogues,  bulletins  and  advertisements. 

We  have  seen  that  the  library  w*as  opened  with  aboiit  slat  thousand 
volumes  upon  its  shelves.  Five  thousand  of  these  were  from  the  Social 
Library.  It  is  due  to  the  memoiy  of  the  enlightened  and  conscientious 
men  w^ho  were  active  in  the  pstablishment  and  management  of  that 
library  again  to  call  attention  to  the  high  character  of  its  collection.  To 
those  upon  whom  it  devolved  to  take  charge  of  it  after  It  had  become 
the  property  of  the  city,  this  elevated  character  of  the  former  managei'e 
and  of  the  books  which  their  scrupulous  Integrity  and  enlightened  zeal 
had  gathered  were  well  known ;  and  both  the  men  and  the  books  had  an 
impoitant  influence  in  the  right  direction  in  the  selection  of  the  additions 
the  trustees  w*ere  called  upon  to  make. 

The  six  thousand  volumes  have,  in  the  twenty-'three  years  w*hich  have 
elapsed  since  the  opening  of  the  library,  in(?reased  to  thirty-four  thou- 
sand, an  average  increase  of  a  little  more  than  twelve  hundred  volumes 
annualI3^ 

It  is  not  within  the  scope  of  this  brief  notice  of  the  institution,  to  enter 
into  such  an  examination  of  the  w*orks  w'hieh  are  found  upon  its  cata- 
logue as  will  enable  the  reader  to  obtain  a  Very  decided  Idea  of  its  dis- 
tinctive character  or  relative  position. 

Its  managers  have  alwa}  s  kept  in  view  the  fact,  that  a  public  library 
must  be  a  popular  library :  and  one  result  of  a  steady  regard  to  this  idea 
has  been,  that,  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three  hundred  volumes,  Uie 
books  are  all  in  the  English  language.  This  fact  should  be  considered 
in  connection  with  that  of  the  number  of  volumes  it  contains. 

The  managers  have  not  felt  at  liberty  to  apply  the  means  at  their  dis- 
posal to  the  purchase  of  costly  publications, — costly  because  rare,  or 
because  of  the  expensive  character  of  their  binding,  illustration  or  orna- 
mentation. The  library  is  not  without  many  such  productions,  but  they 
have  been  obtained  mainly  by  the  direct  or  indirect  agtsncy  of  Its  bene- 
factors. 
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In  natural  history  and  periodical  literature  it  is  distinctively  rich;  and 
it  has  been,  from  the  beginning,  the  aim  of  the  managers  ro  devote  a 
liberal  share  of  their  means  to  the  collection  of  such  vvorlcs  as  ai-e  yidu- 
able  to  the  artist  and  the  artizan  in  the  attainment  and  practice  of  their 
respective  occupations. 

One  room  is  devoted  to  the  public  documents  of  the  state  and  nation, 
in  which  the  collection,  although  not  perfect,  is  very  full. 

The  voluminous  issues  of  the  Patent  OfHce  are  all  upon  the  shelves. 

l^e  publications  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  are  all  to  be  found 
there. 

The  series  of  the  London  Art  Journal  complete,  with  a  large  number 
of  illustrated  worlds  devoted  to  a  description  of  art,  ancient,  medieval, 
and  modern,  give  evidence  that  the  managers  have  recognized  and 
acted  upon  the  fact  of  the  educational  and  elevating  influence  of  the 
beautiful.  The  income  of  one  of  the  funds  for  the  increase  of  the  library 
has  been  wholly  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  this  cla^s  of  publications. 

The  number  of  pamphlets  ic  about  eight  thousand.  Most  of  them  are 
arranged  according  to  their  subjects,  so  as  to  be  conveniently  consulted. 
From  the  opening  of  the  library,  constant  efforts  have  been  made  to  col- 
lect and  arrange  the  publications  of  a  local  character.  Tlie  publications 
of  the  municipal  government,  both  town  and  cit}',  are  complete. 

Tlie  library  does  not  possess  an  extensive  collection  of  newspapers. 
Most  of  those  it  holds  are  of  a  local  publication,  and  some  of  them  are 
complete  and  very  valuable. 

The  New  Bedford  Mercuiy  was  first  published  in  1807,  only  twenty 
years  after  the  incorporation  of  the  town,  and  is  still  issued.  Eighty^ix 
bound  volumes  of  this  valuable  publication  were  presented  by  Benjamin 
Lindsc}',  who  was  its  publisher  from  1831  to  18C2.  For  nineteen  years  it 
was  published  by  his  father,  and  five  years  by  the  father  and  son.  The 
issues  since  Mr.  Lindsey's  liberal  donation  have  been  added. 

To  Mr.  Lindsey  the  library  is  also  indebted  for  a  voluipe  of  the  Chris- 
tian Philanthropist,  a  weekly  paper  published  in  New  Bedford  about  half 
a  century'  ago,  containing  all  the  numbers. 

The  Daily  Evening  Standard,  a  valuable  and  successful  newspaper,  is 
among  the  highly  prized  possessions  of  the  library.  In  1862,  eleven 
bound  volumes  were  presented  to  the  institution  by  its  publisher,  Edmund 
Anthony.  It  wms  established  by  him  in  1850,  and  all  the  Issues  are  now 
to  be  found  in  the  library. 

The  beautiful  building  now  occupied  by  the  New  Bedford  Free  Public 
Library  was  erected  in  1856-7.  Its  cost  was  about  forty  thousand  dollars. 
It  is  built  of  brick,  with  granite  underpiiming  and  steps,  and  fk-ec-stone 
ornaments.    A  view  of  the  building  accompanies  this  volume.* 

*Tlie  volume  of  reporu. 
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The  corner  stone  of  the  Free  Public  Library  biiildhig  was  hiid  on  the 
28th  of  August,  1S56.  The  published  account  of  the  simple  but  inter- 
esting ceremonial  makes  a  part  of  the  collection  to  which  this  brief  sketch 
is  an  introduction. 

The  principal  exercises  were  an  introductory  address  by  George  How- 
land,  Jr.,  Mayor  of  the  City,  an  address  by  James  B.  Congdon,  and  a 
poem  by  Charles  T.  Congdon  of  New  York. 

In  the  address  of  Mr.  Congdon,  as  well  as  in  several  of  the  annual  re- 
ports, the  positions  are  assumed  that  the  Free  Public  Library  of  New 
Bedford  was  the  first  established  bv  order  or  ordinance  under  the  law  of 
1851;  the  first  from  which  books  were  issued  under  said  law;  that  the 
Ln>rary  Building  was  the  second  wiiose  construction  was  commenced 
after  its  passage;  and  that  prior  to  Its  establishment  and  the  delivery  of 
books  therefrom,  there  had  never  existed  a  library  established  and 
wholly  suppoited  and  managed  by  a  municipalitjs  free  to  all  the  Inhabi- 
tants, its  books  for  the  use,  at  the  library  or  at  home,  of  all  the  people 
without  payment  or  pledge. 

Mr.  Congdon  in  his  address  brings  vividly  forward  the  men  who  had 
been  active  In  the  earlier  efforts  to  secure  to  the  people  the  benefits  of  a 
library,  and  makes  honorable  mention  of  those  whose  Intelligent  activity 
had  been  crowned  by  the  establishment  by  the  city  of  the  New  Bedford 
Free  Public  Library. 

Tlie  author  of  the  poem  had  been  a  New  Bedford  boy,  and  was  able 
t-o  give  a  very  lively  description  of  the  prominent  features  of  the  old 
Social  Library. 

In  the  appendix  to  the  ^'Proceedings^'  and  In  the  notes  to  Mr.  Cong- 
don's  address,  there  will  be  found  a  large  amount  of  valuable  informa- 
tion, and  interesting  contributions  to  the  local  history  of  New  Bedford. 

Of  the  Library  Building  the  upper  rooms  only  are  occupied  by  the 
library.  The  principal  room  Is  neat  and  tasteful  in  its  architectural  fea- 
tures and  convenient  in  its  arrangements.  It  has  two  tiers  of  alcoves, 
one  on  the  fioor,  and  one  on  the  gallery  which  is  carried  around  the 
whole  room  excepting  on  the  north  end  where  the  stairs  lead  to  it. 
An  iron  railing  divides  the  alcoves  from  the  visitors.  Reading  desks  out- 
side the  railing  contain  the  periodicals,  which  are  accessible  to  all ;  and 
seated  at  these  desks  the  visitors  are,  in  addition  to  these,  furnished  with 
any  books  they  may  wish  to  consult. '  The  delivery  is  at  a  table  at  the 
north  end.  A  stand  for  newspapers  occupies  a  central  position  in  the 
room.  Six  other  rooms  ai>e  occupied  for  libraiy  purposes,  four  for 
books,  one  for  the  trustees,  and  one  for  the  convenience  of  the  librarian 
and  his  assistants. 

The  library  has  had  a  growth  uncxpcctedl}'  rapid,  and  at  this  time  the 
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want  of  more  room  is  severely  felt.  The  want  will  probably  be  sopplied 
by  removiiiji^  the  public  offices  and  giving  the  library  the  wliole  building, 
or  by  enlarging  it. 

The  reports  all  contain  lists  of  the  yearly  donations  of  books,  pam- 
phlets, and  newspapers,  and  care  has  always  been  taken  to  notice  these 
accessions  and  express  the  obligations  of  the  trustees  to  their  numerous 
benefactors. 

Nearly  the  whole  collection  of  pamphlets  and  newspapers  are  dona- 
tions. 

Tlie  contributions  of  books  amount  at  this  time  to  not  l««s  than  two 
tliousand  volumes. 

The  most  valuable  upon  the  list  is  a  perfect  copy  of  Audubon*s  Birds 
of  America.  This  was  the  gift  of  James  Arnold.  Mr.  Arnold  and  fini- 
ily  contrilHited  many  other  valuable  publications. 

Audubon^s  Quadrupeds  was  contributed  by  the  family  of  Andrew 
Robeson. 

The  care  taken  to  give  eveiy  donation,  whatever  its  character,  its  proper 
place  for  uscAil  and  convenient  reference,  has  led  to  the  preservation 
and  presentation  of  much  reading  matter  which  formerly  found  its  way 
into  the  paper-mills. 

Under  the  head  of  donations  it  may  be  well  to  notice  the  few  pictures 
which  are  found  in  the  library.  A  landscape  by  William  Allen  Wall,  an 
engraving  of  Bierstadt's  celebrated  painting  of  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
and  achromo  of  Bradford's  "Wrecked  Sealer,"  are  the  principal  pictures 
other  tlian  the  portraits.  Two  of  the  portraits  are  in  the  main  library 
room,  one  of  George  Howland,  Junior,  by  Wilson,  the  other  of  James 
B.  Congdon,  by  Eaton.  The  first  named  was  executed  by  order  of  (he 
City  Council  of  New  Bedford ;  the  other  was  a  contribution  by  a  large 
number  of  the  citizens,  friends  of  Mr.  Congdon.  These  portraits  are  full 
length  and  full  size,  and  occupy  the  north  and  south  ends  of  the  library- 
room  respectively. 

The  other  portraits  are  hung  in  the  trustees*  room,  to  which  they  con- 
stitute appropriate  and  cherished  ornaments. 

A  rude  unfinished  portrait  of  William  Rotch,  by  an  artist  by  the  name 
of  Hinkley,  is  a  sufficiently  correct  delineation  of  the  benevolent  and  ex- 
pressive features  of  that  great  and  good  man  to  render  it  valuable  in  the 
absence  of  any  other. 

The  portraits  of  James  Arnold,  Charles  W;  Morgan,  and  Thomas  A. 
Greene,  are  all  by  William  A.  Wall.  The  memory  of  these  men.  who 
have  long  been  numbered  with  the  departed,  will  ever  be  clierished  in 
the  community  which  was  for  a  long  series  of  yeara  made  better  and 
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happier  by  their  presence.  An  engraved  portrait  of  Captain  Rowland 
R.  Cro(  ker  is  highly  valued.  A  glance  at  the  Index  which  accompanies 
this  volume,  will  show  that  the  names  of  all  these  men  have  had  honor- 
able mention  in  the  publications  of  the  trustees  of  the  libraiy. 

The  Trust  Funds  established  for  the  benefit  of  the  library  are  three. 

The  first  upon  the  list  is  the  George  Howland  Junior  Fund. 

Its  amount  is  the  sum  of  two  years'  salary  of  G^rge  Howland,  Junior, 
as  mayor,  sixteen  hundred  dollars.  Mr.  Howland,  In  his  note  accom- 
panying the  donation,  expressed  the  wish  that  the  income  might  be  ex- 
pended for  such  works  as,  from  their  mora  expensive  character,  the 
trustees  might  not  feel  justified  in  purchasing  from  the  limited  city  ap- 
propriation. The  condition  has  been  strictly  compiled  with;  and  many 
rare  and  valuable  books  are  now  the  property  of  the  library  by  reason 
of  this  timely  and  liberal  benefaction. 

Under  the  will  of  Charles  W.  Morgan,  there  was  paid  to  the  city  by 
William  J.  Rotch,  his  executor,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  which 
constitutes  the  Charles  W,  Morgan  Fund.  The  income  of  this  fund 
has  generally  been  expended  In  the  manner  described  In  the  preceding 
notice.  This  bequebt,  with  countless  other  acts  of  Intelligent  and  warm- 
hearted benevolence  with  which  the  life  of  this  gentleman  was  crowned, 
has  endeared  his  memory  to  the  hearts  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
city. 

Under  the  will  of  Sylvia  Ann  Howland,  the  city  of  New  Bedford  was 
paid  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  testament  of  this 
excellent  lady  contained  the  following  Interesting  Item : 

^'I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  city  of  New  Bedford  the  sum  of  one  hua- 
dr«id  thousand  dollars ;  and  direct  that  this  sum  shall  be  invested  judi- 
ciously, under  the  direction  of  the  City  Council,  and  the  income  there- 
from shall  be  expended  and  used  for  the  promotion  and  support  within 
the  city  of  liberal  education,  and  the  enlargement,  from  time  to  time,  of 
the  Free  Public  Library." 

With  the  utmost  care  and  deliberation,  by  the  aid  of  many  of  the 
wisest  and  best  minds  of  our  city,  an  ordinance  was  framed  and  adopted 
by  the  City  Council  to  carry  Into  effect  the  provisions  of  this  munificent 
bequest. 

In  the  twentieth  report  of  the  trustees  of  the  library  all  the  proceed- 
ings connected  with  the  enactment  of  this  important  ordinance  are  fully 
set  forth,  and  in  various  other  repoits  will  be  found  notices  and  8tat<i- 
ments  connected  with  Its  history  and  administration. 

Of  this  bequest,  fift}'  thousand  dollars  were  set  apart  for  the  library, 
and  constituted  the  Sylvia  Ann  Howland. FftEE  Public  Libhary 
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Fund.  Its  inqoine  is  now  the  chief  dependeiioe  of  the  trustees  for  the 
••enlargement"  of  the  library,  as  the  approprintlon  by  tlie  city  barely 
suffices  for  the  salaries  and  other  expenses  of  the  institution. 

During  the  delay  whidi  attended  the  litigation  upon  the  will  of  the  de- 
creased, the  funds  of  the  estate  largely  increast;d,  and  in  addition  to  the 
bequest  of  fitly  thousand  dollars  which  constitutes  the  Auid,  about  ten 
thousand  dollars  was  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  city  as  interest  or  in- 
come and  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  library. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  trustees  of  tiie  library  a  plain  white  marble 
tablet  commemorating  this  noble  act  was  placed  in  the  principal  room  of 
the  institution,  which  is  thus  described  on  the  tii'ellthpage  of  the  twenty- 
second  report : 

••It  is  surrounded  by  a  frame  of  tasteful  design  and  of  perfect  execu- 
tion. The  whole,  both  in  plan  and  performance,  inclucKug  the  she  se- 
lected for  its  erection,  is  one  which  commends  itself  to  the  good  sense, 
the  feelings  of  propriety,  and  the  grateful  emotions  of  the  people  of  New 
Bedford.  The  inscription  upon  the  tablet  is  as  follows :  ^This  tablet 
commemorates  the  enlightened  liberality  of  Sylvia  Ann  Howland,  who 
bestowed  upon  the  city  of  New  Bedford  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars :  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  aid  in  supiHying  the  city 
with  pure  water;  and  one  hundred  thousand  as  a  fund  for  the  promotion 
of  liberal  education  by  the  enlargement  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  and 
by  extending  to  the  children  and  youth  of  the  city  the  means  of  a  wider 
and  more  generous  culture.'  " 

It  will  be  seen  by  this  inscription  that  the  whole  amount  bequeathe<l 
to  the  city  of  New  Bedford  by  this  lady  was  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. Ontt  half  the  smn  was  applied  to  the  construction  of  the  New 
Bedford  Water  Works;  the  other  was  equally  divided,  forming  the 
library  and  educational  funds. 

The  amount  of  the  several  trust  funds  established  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Free  Public  Library,  which  have  been  severally  noticed,  is  fifty-two 
thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

The  annual  income  is  three  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  dol- 
lars. 

This  income  is  a  vital  element  in  the  existence  of  the  library.  We 
have  seen  that  the  ordinary  annun)  appropriation  is  necessarily  absorbed 
by  the  expenses  of  management.  It  is  therefore  mainly  upon  the  in- 
come of  the  permanent  funds  that  the  trustees  depend  for  tlie  supply  of 
boolkS  and  periodicals,  and  for  the  constant  renovation  which  the  active 
use  of  the  books  renders  necessary. 

The  simplicity,  convenience  and  eficctiveness  of  the  method  by  which 
these  trust  funds  arc  mauaged,  commends  it  to  the  approval  of  every 
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one  b>  whom  it  has  been  carefully  examined,  and  has  received  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Judicial  authority  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  city  is  the  trustee.  No  Judicial  act  was  necessary  to  establish  this 
trutjteeship. 

The  trust  was  created  by  the  receipt  of  the  money-  The  ordinance 
recognizes  the  trust  obligations,  Hxes  the  rate  of  income,  and  regulates 
the  management.  The  trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library  are  by  the 
ordinance  the  agents  of  the  trustee,  which  Is  the  city.  The}'  are  held  to 
a  rigid  conformity  to  the  conditions  of  the  bequest  and  the  requisitions  of 
the  ordinance.  The  routine  by  which  the  agents  are  held  to  a  faithful 
performance  of  the  trust  committed  to  them,  and  by  which  the  city 
authorities  are  constantly  infonned,  even  to  the  minutest  details,  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  board  of  trustees^  is  a  model  of  order  and  efficiency. 

Should  a  Judicial  inquiry  at  any  time  be  thought  desiraMe,  the  reports 
of  the  trustees  of  the  library  would  furnish  all  the  needful  evidence  as 
to  the  manner  in  which  Ihe  trust  has  been  administered. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  one  ordinance  regulates  the  administra- 
tion both  of  the  library  and  educational  funds.  In  the  ease  of  the  latter, 
the  agency  is  placed  with  the  school  committee.  They  are  held  to  the 
same  careful  administration,  and  subject  to  the  same  severe  scrutiny  as 
the  library  boated. 

The  annual  Reports  of  the  board  of  trustees  are  twenty-four  in  num- 
ber. These  reports,  with  the  ''Corner  Stone  Proceedings,"  constitute  the 
volume  to  which  this  brief  introduction  is  attached.  They  malie  an  ag- 
gregate of  seven  hundred  pages.  As  eighteen  of  the  whole  number 
were  prepared  by  the  same  hand,  the  geneiaal  principles  of  management 
are  made  prominent  throughout  tiie  series,  and  the  character  of  the 
£icts  stated  and  t>ft>e  methods  of  arrangement  will  be  found  to  be  harmo- 
nious. The  annals  of  but  few  public  institutions  have  been  for  so  long  a 
period  ao  faithfully  presented.  They  are  ''short"  and  they  are  "simple," 
but  they  contain  a  large  amount  of  valuable  information,  pnictical  sug- 
gestion, and  interesting  local  history.  Through  them  the  citizens  of 
New  Bedford  have  had  spread  before  them  the  operation  and  condition 
of  their  favorite  institution,  and  in  this  way  their  faith  in  its  value  has 
been  sustained  and  strengthened,  and  their  zeal  on  its  behalf  kept  alive 
and  increased. 

As  the  New  Bedford  public  library  was  the  pioneer  undertaking,  its  re- 
ports have  been  widely  distributed  over  the  countiy,  and  have  been 
found  very  useful  in  guiding  the  efforts  of  those  who  have  been  engaged 
in  the  establishment  of  similar  institutions.  The  encouragement  of  our 
success  and  the  aid  extended  by  our  methods  have  in  many  cases  done 
much  towards  insuring  a  favorable  result  to  the  public  library  move- 
ments in  various  paits  of  the  country. 
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A  novel  but  in  one  view  a  highly  valuable  feature  of  these  reports,  is 
the  brief  biographical  notices  that  are  to  be  found  in  the  series.  Tlie 
necrology  of  the  Free  Public  Library  Reports  contains  many  notices  of 
the  prominent  citizens  of  New  Bedford,  whose  intelligence,  integrity, 
enterprise  and  benevolence,  have  endeared  their  memories  to  the  people 
and  constituted  them  stirring  and  influential  examples  of  true  Christian 
manliness  of  character. 

The  brief  memoirs  of  Thomas  A.  Greene,  James  Arnold,  Thomas 
Mandell,  Henry  H.  Crapo,  and  others  are  not  only  pleasant  and  tender 
offerings  to  the  memory  of  departed  worth,  but  are  pregnant  with  rich 
lessons  for  inciting  the  young  into  the  paths  of  wisdom  and  an  honora- 
ble distinction,  and  for  their  guidance  and  protection. 

We  hope  that  this  interesting  and  valuable  feature  of  these  reports 
will  be  retained ;  and  that  these  '^discourses  of  the  dead^'  will  not  be  re- 
stricted to  those  who  may  have  been  connected  with  the  library.  Let  a 
niche  be  found  for  all  who,  like  those  whose  names  have  already  had 
honorable  mention,  shall  have  left  behind  them  a  record,  the  perusal  of 
which  shall  revive  pleasant  memories  and  prompt  to  noble  deeds. 

The  celebration  of  the  Old  Dartmouth  Centennial  In  1S64  was  an  event, 
an  account  of  which  may  here  have  :i  brief  mention.  Its  inceptlo'n  was 
with  the  trustees  of  the  library,  and  its  arrangements  and  success  were 
largely  the  result  of  their  action  and  efficient  cooperation. 

The  fullness  of  the  report  that  was  made  of  the  proceedings  on  the  oc- 
casion, renders  unnecessary  any  extended  notice. 

The  celebration  took  place  on  the  14th  of  September.  Two  hundred 
years  before,  the  old  town  of  Dartmouth  received  fy*om  the  General 
Court  at  Plymouth  its  municipal  chatter.  The  then  new  town  covered 
the  territory  which  now  includes  the  towns  of  Dartmouth,  Westport, 
Fairhaven,  and  Acushnet,  and  the  city  of  New  Bedford.  The  municipal 
authorities  of  all  these  places  united  in  the  celebration,  and  numbers  of 
the  people  of  them  were  present  at  the  exercises. 

A  few  years  after  the  incorporation  of  the  town,  and  as  early  as  any 
written  record  of  its  public  proceedings  bears  date.  King  Philip's  war 
laid  desolate  the  new-born  municipality.  At  the  close  of  the  first  centu- 
ry another  desolating  war  was  raging;  and,  fired  by  the  torches  of  Gen- 
eral Grey^s  red-coated  regulars,  who  in  their  lust  for  liquor  and  appetite 
for  rlestruction  rivalled  the  exploits  of  the  red  men  of  Metacom,  tho 
thriving  village  of  Bedford  and  seventy  sail  of  vessels  In  its  harbor  be- 
came a  prey  to  the  fiames.  Another  century  passes,  and  when  In  1S64, 
on  the  arrival  of  the  second  centennial  period,  the  people  were  called 
together  that  it  might  receive  an  appropriate  commemoration,  anoCher 
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war,  more  mournful  in  its  incidents  and  results  than  tliose  in  wliich  the 
red  men  and  the  red-coats  had  participated,  was  desolating  the  land. 

These  strilcing  Centennial  coincidents  were  used  with  good  effect  by  the 
orator  and  poet,  the  Honorable  William  W.  Crapo,  now  member  of  Con- 
gress, and  Jamns  B.  Congdon.  The  address  of  Mr.  Crapo  is  a  model  in 
its  selections,  Its  arrangement,  and  its  pure  and  eloquent  diction.  In 
addition  to  the  incidents  of  which  we  have  spoken,  the  speaker  presents, 
in  a  Just  and  forcible  manner,  the  histor}'  of  the  controversy  between  the 
town  of  Dartmouth  and  the  Plymouth  authorities  In  relation  to  the  sup- 
port of  an  Orthodox  ministry.  The  conflict  was  long  and  bitter  culmin- 
ating, on  this  side  of  the  water.  In  the  Imprisonment  by  the  Province 
Kulers  of  the  selectmen  who  had  refdsed  to  obey  the  mandate  of  the 
Court.  But  the  Baptists  and  Quakers  of  Dartmonth  and  Tiverton 
triumphed.  An  order  of  the  King  In  council  set  the  prisoners  free  and 
nullifled  the  tax. 

The  poem  of  Mr.  Congdon  presents  In  a  simple  but  pleasing  manner 
the  three  centennial  epochs.  The  presence  of  Major  Andre  at  the  raid 
upon  Bedford,  as  a  member  of  the  staff  of  General  Orey,  Is  an  Incident 
which  the  writer  has  used  with  good  effect. 

The  account  of  the  *^01d  Dartmouth  Centennial,  September  14, 18^,'^ 
makes  u  volume  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  pages.  It  contains  much 
matter  of  local  and  permanent  Interest  beside  that  of  which  we  have 
made  mention.  We  have  space  for  the  mention  of  two  only  of  the  many 
items  of  this  valuable  compilation. 

The  address  of  Governor  Clifford,  who  was  present  In  the  double  ca- 
pacity of  citizen  and  representative  of  the  Massachusetts  nistorlcal 
Society,  possesses  at  this  time  a  peculiar  Interest  as  being  the  last  ever 
made  by  him  at  a  public  meeting  of  his  fellow-cltlzens.  Often  In  that 
hall  and  from  that  platfoim  had  he  spoken,  with  a  felicity  of  diction,  a 
grace  of  manner,  and  a  power  of  expression  seldom  equalled  In  our 
state  or  country.  But  he  never  came  nearer  to  the  hearts  of  our  people 
than  he  did  on  this  occasion,  when,  with  that  beauty  of  speech  and  that 
ease  and  grace  of  manner  so  peculiarly  his  own,  he  spoke  of  the  notice- 
able incidents  of  our  local  history.  We  have  never  forgotten,  and  we 
love  now  more  than  ever  to  remember,  the  outburst  of  applause  which 
followed  this  delightful  effort  of  impromptu  oratory. 

The  old  Borough  of  Dartmouth,  England,  the  fishing  community  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Dart,  gave  our  old  Dartmouth  Its  name.    Many  Inci- 
dents connected  with   its  name  and  histoiy  made  this  ancient  borough, 
whose  franchise  dates  back  to  the  reign  of  Richard  Cocur  de  Leon, 
closely  associated  with  the  commemorative  exercises. 

An  address  ''To  the  Mayor.  Recorder  and  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Dart- 
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mouth.  County  of  Devon,  England,-^  bad  been  prepared,  and  was  rend 
to  the  meeting.  Having  been  signed  by  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  Common 
Coimcilmen,  and  Clerk  of  the  city  of  New  Bedfoixl,  and  by  the  Select- 
men and  Town  Clerks  of  the  towns  uniting  in  the  celebration,  and  beau- 
tifully engrossed,  it  was  sent  to  its  destination. 

Ttie  time  required  by  its  engrossment,  and  to  obtain  the  large  number 
of  necessary  signatures  of  persons  dwelling  widely  apart,  brought  the 
end  of  the  year  before  it  could  be  forwarded. 

It  was  not  until  Washington's  Birthday,  1866,  that  the  Mayor  of 
the  city  received  a  i*esponse  to  this  gi-eeting  from  the  old  Dartmouth  of 
America  to  the  old  Dartmouth  of  Great  Britain.  But  when  it  was  re- 
ceived the  delay  was  not  cared  for  or  thought  of.  The  reply  was  dated 
on  the  "Fourth  of  July,"  1863,  was  signed  by  the  Mayor,  Recorder. 
Clerk,  and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough  of  Clifton  Dartmouth  Hardness, 
in  the  County  of  Devon,  England.  One  of  the  Councillors  bears  the 
significant  name  of  John  Bully.  It  is  a  well  written  document,  and  it8 
tone  is  kind  and  manl3^  In  these  respects  it  Ailly  met  the  circumstances 
of  tlie  occasion  and  the  wishes  an<£ expectations  of  those  to  whose  greet- 
ing it  was  an  answer.  But  the  form  in  which  it  appeared  was  a  surpri^^e 
and  a  delight.  Its  elegant  chirography  upon  vellum  is  a  picture  in 
itself;  and  this,  with  its  beautiful  illuminations  of  border  and  other 
eiiaste  ornamentation,  give  the  whole  a  rare,  rich,  and  attractive  ap- 
pearance. 

The  seal  of  the  city,  which  occupies  a  central  position  upon  the 
parchment,  and  is  one  of  its  chief  ornaments,  tells  most  significantly  the 
siory  tliat  Richard  I  of  England  conferred  the  franchise  upon  the  bor- 
ough. Kichard's  fleet  made  a  rendezvous  in  the  harbor  of  Dartmouth 
as  he  was  about  to  embark  upon  his  crusade  to  the  Holy  Land.  Upon 
the  seal,  Ricfiard's  shfp  rests  upon  the  waters,  and  the  King  with  crown 
and  sceptre  is  the  occupant.  Two  stars,  one  on  each  side  of  the  King, 
may  be  emblems  of  the  two  mighty  men  who  were  about  to  contend  for 
tlie  possession  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre  or  of  their  respectlTC  faiths. 

Sucli  a  missive  calted  for  a  fitting  fram".  Our  neighbors  of  Dart- 
niouth  provided  a  log  of  well  seasoned  and  finely  grained  white-oak,  and 
tlie  taste  of  a  New  Bedford  artist  and  artisan  wrought  fV^m  it  a  fhime 
in  no  way  unworthy-  of  this  beautifid  production  of  our  trana-atlantic 
bretlireii.  It  hangs  in  the  trustees^  room  of  the  library,  and  fbrms  its 
most  attractive  ornament.  Ail  the  documents  connected  with  this  pleas- 
ant and  interesting  interciiange  of  courtesies  will  be  found  In  the  fUteenth 
annual  Report. 

The  Catalogue,  which  embra<;es  all  the  books  of  the  library  ap  to 
March,  1874,  is  in  three  volumes.    The  last,  which  is  the  second  Supple- 
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ment  has  just  been  published.  The  first  was  printed  in  1858,  and 
.contains  355  pages ;  the  first  Supplement  in  1869,  315.  The  second  Sup- 
/plementjust  printed  has  472,  making  in  all  eleven  hundred  and  foity- 
two  pages. 

The  labor  of  preparing  these  volumes  and  carrying  them  through  the 
press  has  all  been  performed  by  the  accomplished  librarian,  Robert  C. 
Ingraham.  They  constitute  a  monument  of  his  zeal,  intelligence,  and 
industry. 

Since  January,  1874,  eight  Quarterly  Bulletins  have  been  published, 
which  embrace  all  the  books  added  to  the  library  from  that  date  to 
December,  1875.  These  will  be  continued.  In  addition  to  this,  as  often 
as  a  sufficient  number  of  books  is  purchased,  generally  once  a  month, 
they  are  advertised,  by  a  brief  title,  in  the  daily  newspapers. 

The  following  summary  statement,  which  was  prepared  for  publication 
before  the  preceding  pages  were  written,  will  furnish  an  appropriate 
close  to  our  brief  history  of  the  New  Bedford  Free  Public  Library. 

NEW  BEDFORD  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Established  by  City  Council  August  9th,  1852,  under  the  law  of  the 
Commonwealth  enacted  May  24th,  1851. 

Opened  for  the  delivery  of  books  March  3d,  1853. 

Free  to  all  inhabitants  of  the  city. 

Number  of  volumes  when  opened, 5,200 

Of  Social  Library, 5,000 

Purchased, 200 

Library  building  erected  by  the  city,  1856,  at  a  cost  of $40,000 

Annual  expenditure $7,000 

Annual  appropriations  by  the  city,  and  expenses  paid  by  same.  •   3,844 

Income  from  trust  funds 3,156 

The  income  from  trust  funds  is  all  expended  for  books. 

Catalogue,  1st  vol.,  1838;  2d,  1869;  3d,  1876.  Quarterly  Bulletins  of 
accessions  from  January  1st,  1874.  Accessions  published  in  two  news- 
papers. 

Number  of  volumes,  January  1, 1876 33,000 

All  in  the  English  language  but  about 200 

Number  of  pamphlets 6,000 

Number  of  periodicals 100 

Number  of  newspapers 18 

Volumes  taken  from  the  library  in  1875 55,771 

5 


34  trustees'  report. 


Officers  :— 
Nine  trustees,  three  ez-^fflcU;  elx  chosen  by  City  Council,  each  for  three 

years. 
Superintemlcnt. 

Librarian,  f«alary $2,000 

Two  assistant  librarians,  (female)  salary  of  each 400 

Open,  Sundays  and  legal  holidays  excepted,  every  day,  from  9  o'clock 
A.  M.  to  0  o'cloclv  p.  M.,  with  one  intcr\'al  of  tioo  hours  and  one  of  onf. 
hour. 


NECROLOGY  OF  NEW  BEDFORD. 


m^- 


la  the  brief  history  of  the  New  Bedford  Free  Public 
Library  which  constitutes  a  portion  of  the  appendix  to  this 
report,  where  allusioii  is  mode  to  the  brief  biographical 
notices  which  had  been,  at  various  times,  published  in  the 
annual  reports  of  the  trustees,  the  hope  is  expressed  **that 
this  interesting  and  valuable  feature  of  these  reports  will  be 
retained  ;  and  that  these  '  discourses  of  the  dead'  will  not  be 
restricted  to  those  who  may  have  been  connected  with  the 
library.  Let  a  niche  be  found  for  all  who,  like  those  whose 
names  have  already  had  honorable  mention,  shall  have  left 
behind  them  a  record,  the  perusal  of  which  shall  revive 
pleasant  memories  and  prompt  to  noble  deeds." 

The  trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library  unite  with  this 
sentiment.  They  feel  assured  that  the  former  reports  of  the 
board  were  rendered  more  interesting  and  valuable  by  these 
brief  notices ;  and  it  is  one  of  the  features  of  the  reports 
that  will  tend  not  only  to  preserve  but  to  increase  their 
value. 

In  accordance  with  these  views,  there  have  been  prepared 
for  the  purposes  of  this  report,  brief  notices  of  several  of 
the  prominent  men  of  our  city  who  have  died  during  the 
year. 
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Two  of  these  are  found  upon  the  records  as  members  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees,  sevenil  as  benefactors  of  the  library ; 
and  all  have  left  behind  them  a  record  in  the  memories  and 
hearts  of  our  people  which  they  will  ever  cherish  and  which 
they  would  wish  to  have  transmitted  to  their  posterity. 

It  is  noticeable  that  three  of  those  whose  names  are  at 
this  time  found  upon  our  records  were  members  of  the 
Society  of  Frieuds.  During  no  year  in  the  existence  of  the 
N.  B.  Monthly  Meeting  has  so  large  a  proportion  of  its 
members  been  taken  away  by  death. 

SIMPSON  hart. 

This  exemplary  man  and  valuable  citizen  was  a  member 
of  the  first  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library, 
upon  which  ho  was  associated  with  James  B.  Congdon  and 
Abner  J.  Phipps  as  members  at  large,  and  William  J.  Rotch, 
Matthew  Howland  and  Henry  H.  Crapo  members  cx-ofl5cio. 

He  was  born  December  19th,  1804,  and  died  November 
5th,  1876. 

His  ancestors  were  early  settlers  upon  the  territory  of  old 
Dartmouth,  and  were  men  and  women  of  prominence  in  the 
village  days  of  New  Bedford.  Like  all  the  children  of  the 
town  in  those  days,  with  but  few  exceptions,  his  means  of 
education  were  limited.  To  an  important  extent,  the  absence 
of  schools  was  supplied  by  the  New  Bedford  Social  Library ; 
and  the  boy  Simpson  Hart,  like  his  father  who  bore  the  same 
name,  was  a  constant  and  appreciative  reader.  He  bad  an 
intellect  to  study,  to  retain  and  digest.  Few  young  minds 
had  the  power  so  faithfully  to  gather,  so  permanently  to 
hold,  so  practically  to  use  the  knowledge  which  was  to  be 
found  in  the  books,  few  but  choice,  to  which  access  was 
allowed  him. 
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Through  his  whole  life  these  mental  traits  of  character 
were  retained  ;  always  prominent,  always  active  and  always 
inspiring  confidence  in  the  rectitude  of  his  opinions  and  in 
his  fidelity  to  duty. 

It  was  this  facility,  discrimination  and  power  of  applica- 
tion, that  enabled  him  to  find  a  school  for  improvement,  and 
a  field  for  activity  in  all  his  life's  varied  and  prolonged  ex- 
perience. 

His  early  path  was  a  rugged  one.  He  was  at  one  time  a 
sailor ;  and  the  experience  of  his  sea-going  life  constituted 
a  rich  fund  of  knowledge,  no  part  of  which  was  lost,  and 
which  gave  great  interest  and  value  to  his  conversation  when 
the  ocean  and  ocean  life  were  the  themes.  A  portion  of  his 
experience  was  a  residence  of  three  years  at  Tahiti. 

There  he  was  a  close  and  deeply  interested  observer.  To 
him  the  people  with  whom  he  was  dwelling  were  the  objects 
of  a  careful  study ;  and  it  is  believed  that  no  citizen  of  New 
Bedford  ever  attained  to  a  more  accurate  and  discriminating 
estimate  of  their  social,  menUil  and  religious  condition. 

He  was  still  a  young  man  when  he  returned  to  New  Bed- 
ford and  engaged  in  the  pursuits  which  he  followed  through 
life. 

It  was  in  1853  that  he  was  selected  as  one  of  the  three 
members  at  large  of  the  first  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Free 
Public  Library.  He  remained  upon  the  board  five  years. 
His  services  in  the  work  of  arranging  for  the  opening  and  in 
guiding  the  early  movements  of  the  institution  were  of  the 
greatest  value,  and  highly  appreciated  by  his  colleagues. 
The  board  of  managers  were  treading  in  untried  paths. 
The  opening  of  the  library  was  the  establishment  of  a  new 
instrumentality  in  carrying  forward  the  work  of  public  edu- 
cation. No  man  among  us  had  a  clearer  apprehension  of  the 
people's  needs  or  of  the  proper  methods  for  supplying  them 
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than  the  subject  of  this  brief  notice.  No  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  was  more  constant  in  his  attendance  at  its 
meetings ;  no  one  more  faithful  or  efficient  in  the  discharge 
of  duty ;  no  one  more  gratified  at  the  success  of  this  favor- 
ite institution  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Hart  was  but  little  in  public  life.  As  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  he  was  enabled  to  give  to  the  public 
the  benefit  of  his  sound  sense,  well  stored  mind  and  long 
business  experience. 

In  private  life,  in  his  intercourse  with  his  fellow  citizens, 
in  the  discharge  of  those  daily  duties  which  constitute  the 
strongest  tests  of  character,  and  which  afford  the  best  oppor- 
tunity for  the  rich  in  mental  and  moral  as  well  as  physical 
wealth  to  dispense  of  their  abundance,  Simpson  Hart  was  a 
man  whose  aim  was  towards  the  highest  standard,  and  who 
in  these  respects,  has  left  behind  him  a  memory  which  will 
be  long  and  widely  cherished. 

During  his  long  life,  until  near  its  close,  he  was  allowed 
an  unusual  exemption  from  physical  suffering.  He  had 
often  expressed  the  wish  that  the  end  would  come  suddenly 
and  painlessly — his  desire  was  granted. 

JOSEPH  KXOWLES. 

As  a  merchant,  a  member  of  the  city  government  and  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  New  Bedford  Free  Public  Li- 
brarj^,  our  departed  fellow  citizen,  Joseph  Knowles,  claims 
a  i^romincnt  place  in  our  uecrolosry  of  the  year. 

As  a  merchant  he  was  enlightened,  enterprising,  and  the 
soul  of  fidelity ;  as  an  alderman  of  the  city  he  was  saga- 
cious in  council,  faithful  to  every  conviction  of  duty,  firm 
and  unmovable  when  not  to  be  firm  was  to  be  false  to  the 
convictions  of  his  understanding,  kind  and  courteous  to  all 
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who  bad  claims  upon  his  attention ;  as  a  trustee  of  the 
libniiy,  he  had  clear  apprehensions  as  to  the  methods  to  be 
pursued  and  an  abiding  conscientiousness  in  the  discharge  of 
every  trust. 

Those  who  have  known  him  as  a  leading  merchant  of  our 
city,  and  those  who  were  his  associates  in  the  City  Council, 
and  upon  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  library,  all  bear  testi- 
mony to  his  gentlemanly  bearing  in  his  business  and  oflScial 
intercourse,  and  all  unite  in  assigning  to  him  an  elevated 
position  among  the  active  and  public  men  of  our  city. 

In  his  daily  walk  and  conversation  he  was  an  example  of 
those  virtues  which  arc  lovely  and  of  good  report.  ''There 
was  a  daily  beauty  iu  his  life"  which  w^on  and  retained  the 
affection  and  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 
There  was  in  his  character  and  conduct  those  evidences  of 
lidelity  to  the  right  and  an  affectionate  interest  in  the  welfai'e 
of  others  which  inspired  confidence  and  esteem. 

Mr.  Knowles  belonged  to  a  family,  which,  although  its 
residence  among  us  is  comparatively  brief,  has  won  for 
itself  a  high  position  iu  the  business  and  social  life  of  our 
city.  Others  bearing  his  name  are  found  in  our  business 
circles,  upon  the  rolls  of  our  City  Council,  and  upon  the  list 
of  trustees  of  our  Free  Public  Library ;  and  like  him  of 
whom  we  speak,  and  whose  loss  we  deplore,  they  have  all 
won  for  themselves  an  honorable  phtce  in  the  regards  of  their 
fellow  citizens. 

CIIARLES  R.   TUCKER, 

The  death  of  Charles  11.  Tucker  cast  a  gloom  ovor  our 
whole  community.  It  took  place  on  the  21st  of  December  of 
the  present  year.  His  ago  was  67.  He  was  a  native  of 
Dartmouth,  where,  on  the  homestead  farm,  which  has  been 
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in  the  family  for  two  hundred  and  sixteen  years^  be  was 
born  oil  the  5th  d.iy  of  March,  1809. 

After  leaving  the  Friends'  School  at  Providence  about  the 
year  1825,  he  became  a  teacher;  and,  for  about  four  3eai*s 
followed  that  occupation  in  his  native  town  and  in  Westport. 
In  the  year  1830  ho  came  to  this  city  and  entered  the  count- 
ing room  of  Isaac  Howland,  Jr.,  &  G).  In  1836  he  com- 
menced his  business  life,  and  in  1844  he  entered  into  copart- 
nership with  Edward  1).  Mandeil,  and  the  distinguished  and 
successful  business  firm  of  Charles  R.  Tucker  &  Company 
was  established. 

Mr.  Tucker  very  early  took  a  high  position  among  the 
merchants  of  New  Bedford.  He  was  enterprising  and  suc- 
cessful. For  the  most  jjart  the  firm  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber has  confined  its  operations  to  the  pursuit  for  which  New 
Bedford  has  for  so  long  a  period  been  celebrated.  As  the 
business  and  managing  capacity  of  the  head  of  the  firm  was 
developed,  and  his  fidelity  to  duty  as  the  ruling  principle  of 
his  conduct  was  universally  recognized,  ho  had  committed 
to  him  many  important  trusts,  to  all  of  which  he  was  taithfuK 
and  in  the  discharge  of  which  he  won,  to  an  extent  reached 
but  by  few,  the  approbation  and  regard  of  his  associates 
and  the  communitv. 

His  connection  with  the  Merchants'  National  Bank  contin- 
ued for  a  period  of  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  and  until  his 
death.  He  held  the  presidency  of  that  institution  twenty- 
three  years.  His  trusteeship  of  the  New  Bedford  Institution 
for  Savings  was  of  long  standing,  and  he  held  for  many 
years  and  until  his  death  a  j^lace  upon  its  Board  of  Invest- 
ment. 

Other  important  positions  of  this  character  were  held  by 
him,  and  in  them  all  there  was  manifested  the  sagacity  and 
fidelity  which  inspired  confidence  and  commanded  success. 
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There  was  another  and  more  important  sphere  of  activity 
and  usefulness  in  which  our  departed  fellow-citizen  held  a 
place  quite  as  conspicuous,  and  in  which  the  same  reliance 
was  felt  and  reposed  in  the  soundness  of  his  judgment  and 
his  fidelity  to  the  right. 

It  was  as  a  member  of  the  church  of  Christ,  and  as  a 
leading  member  and  official  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  that 
the  light  of  his  character  and  the  influence  of  his  judicious 
activity  were  the  most  widely  felt. 

There  is  no  position  in  the  society  that  he  did  not  at  some 
time  occupy,  and  there  v^nsy  in  the  discharge  ol'the  various 
duties  thus  devolvingupon  him,  that  sound  discretion,  that  un- 
selfish devotion  to  the  right,  and  that  clear  recognition  of  the 
paramount  value  of  the  spiritual  life,  that  inspired  confidence 
in  his  counsels,  and  gave  him  a  large  share  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  affairs  of  the  New  England  Yearly  Meeting,  and 
manv  of  its  subordinate  ororanizatious. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  ho  was  clerk  of  the  Yearly  Meet- 
ing and  a  member  of  its  Representative  Board,  the  two 
highest  official  positions  in  the  society.  In  his  own  monthly 
meeting  he  was  an  elder  and  overseer.  His  judgment  and 
fidelity  in  aid  of  the  management  of  one  of  its  trust  funds 
by  which  an  unproductive  bequest  was  changed  into  a  boun- 
tiful source  of  beneficence  to  the  needy,  will  long  be  remem- 
bered in  connection  with  the  **  John  West  Fund,"  for  the 
assistance  of  the  '*  worthy  poor." 

Although  warmly  and  intelligently  attached  to  the  relig- 
ious principles  and  denominational  peculiarities  of  the 
Society  of  Friends,  he  had  a  most  comprehensive  charity, 
and  felt  and  expressed  a  unity  iu  all  the  measures  which 
appeared  to  him  calculated  to  exalt  the  moral  tone  of  society 
and  diffuse  the  blessings  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom. 

For  many  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  School  Board, 
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having  in  charge  the  oversight  and  direction  of  Friends'  Y. 
M.  School,  at  Providence.  The  interests  of  this  schooU 
now  holding  so  prominent  a  position  among  the  cducationnl 
institntions  of  the  couutiy,  and  second  only  to  Haverford  in 
tlie  rank  it  holds  among  the  schools  of  the  denomination ^ 
received  a  large  share  of  his  attention.  It  must  be  a  source 
of  much  gratification  to  the  society  as  well  as  to  those  who 
are  or  have  been  connected  with  its  management,  to  look 
upon  its  present  high  position  of  i-espectability  and  useful- 
ness. 

Mr.  Tucker  was  a  member  of  the  first  Common  Council, 
and  upon  the  resignation  of  James  B.  Cougdou  wa&  chosen 
its  president. 

But  we  are  exceeding  the  brief  limits  to  which  we  are 
restricted,  and  must  bring  our  imperfect  sketch  to  a  close. 

His  loss  will  be  dcei>ly  and  widely  felt ;  but  his  memory, 
rich  with  the  accumulation  of  a  long  life  of  dcvotedness  to  truth 
and  fidelity  to  duty,  I'emains,  and  his  example  will,  wo  trust, 
give  to  many  a  stimulus  to  high  aims  and  virtiiou*  deeds 
that  will  perpetuate  through  all  comingtinoe  the  betiefactious 
of  his  virtuous  and  useful  life. 

SAMUEL  RODMAJr. 

Few  men  have  ever  lived  in  New  Bedford,  so  large  a  iK)r- 
tion  of  whose  lives  have  been  given  up  to  those  labors  whose 
object  is  the  lesseuin^ij  of  evil  and  the  promotion  of  good  as 
Samuel  Rodman. 

He  was  a  native  of  Xantucket,  where  be  was  bom  March 
2?4th,  1792.  He  died  in  this  city  August  1st,  1876.  He 
came  at  an  early  age  to  this  place  with  his  father,  and  nearly 
the  whole  of  his  protracted  life  was  passed  among  us.  He 
spent  about  two  years  at  a  school  in  New  Garden,  Delaware. 
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He  was  by  birth-right  a  member  of  the  society  of  Friends, 
and  remained  in  membership  to  the  close  of  his  life. 

Early  in  life  his  principles,  his  training  and  the  bright 
and  shining  example  of  his  parents  and  their  parents  and 
many  other  members  of  the  Hotch  and  Rodman  families  of 
that  day,  gave  an  impulse  to  his  thoughts,  feelings  and 
efforts  ill  the  direction  of  active  benevolence.  That  feclin<r 
for  the  needy,  the  suffering  and  the  wanderer  never  decayed, 
those  efforts  never  were  intermitted,  until  the  fountain  of 
feeling  was  exhausted  by  death,  and  the  hands  could  no 
lousier  toil  in  the  cause  of  humanitv. 

Familiar  with  the  then  main  business  of  the  town,  he  saw 
with  sorrow  and  regret,  that  the  sailors'  place  in  this  profit- 
able activity  was  one  ot  degradation,  privation  and  neg- 
lect. 

As  his  benevolent  feelings  took  this  direction,  the  scheme 
of  an  association  for  their  protection  and  elevation  was  pro- 
jected.    In  the  year  1S30   was  formed  the  New  Bedford 
Port  Society  for  the  Moral  Improvement  of  Seamen,  and  in 
1832  the  association  became  incorporated. 

Samuel  Rodman  was  the  first  president  of  this  venerable 
institution  and  held  the  office  for  twenty  years. 

He  began  this  movement  under  a  deep  conviction  of  re- 
ligious duty — humanity  pointed  to  a  class  of  his  fellow  men 
the  prey  of  their  own  unrestrained  indulgence  and  of  still 
more  dangerous  enemies,  the  unprincipled  assignees  of  his 
hard-won  wages;  and  justice  pointed  to  their  poorly  re- 
quited toil,  which  was  bringing  the  wealth  of  the  mighty 
deep  to  our  shores,  and  made  clear  to  him  their  claims  to 
guidance,  protection  and  Christian  nurture. 

The  convictions  of  duty  and  the  promptings  of  humanity 
were  to  him  the  signal  for  action.  For  the  period  of  his  pres- 
idency he  was  the  directing,  managing,  aud,  to  agreat  extent, 
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the  working  force  of  that  honorable  and  efficient  agency. 
Always  active,  always  hopeful,  never  losing  his  faith  in  the 
sailor  nor  in  the  instrumentalities  that  his  faith  had  brought 
into  activity  as  a  remedy  for  the  sailor's  wants,  and  as  aids 
for  his  progi'css  in  virtue,  he  gave  his  time,  his  means  and 
that  large  reserve  of  mental  ability  and  Christian  zeal  with 
which  he  had  been  endowed,  to  this  noble  undertaking. 

In  seasons  of  discouragement  he  never  despaired — firmly, 
resolutely,  wisely,  he  kept  straight  onward  in  his  work ;  and 
before  he  asked  to  be  released  from  the  toils  and  responsi- 
bilities of  his  leadership,  it  was  his  exceeding  great  reward 
to  feel  the  assurance  that  the  society  held  a  place  in  the  heart 
of  this  community  that  would  insure  its  existence  and  use- 
fulness ;  and  to  experience  the  high  and  holy  joy  which  came 
of  the  conviction  that  through  his  efforts  and  those  who  had 
labored  with  him,  thousands  had  been  relieved  from  suffer- 
ing, the  sailor's  position  had  been  elevated  and  that  elevation 
recognized  and  allowed  ;  and  the  higher  and  holier  jo}'  that 
many  hearts  had  been  renewed,  and  many  souls  brought  to 
that  acquaintance  with  God  whose  reward  is  peace,  through 
the  divine  blessing  upon  the  work  to  which  his  heart  and 
hands  had  been  devoted. 

AVhile  active  in  behalf  of  the  sailor,  Samuel  Rodman  was 
not  slow  to  discover  that  strong  drink  was  one  of  the  dead- 
liest of  his  enemies.  This  led  him  into  a  sphere  of  activity 
not  bounded  by  the  class  lines  which  society  had  drawn 
around  those  whose  home  is  on  the  deep. 

He  saw  thjit  among  all  classes,  intemperance  in  the  use  of 
intoxicating  drinks  was  ruinous  to  the  estates,  the  bodies, 
and  the  souls  of  men.  His  efforts  in  the  cause  of  temper- 
ance then  commenced  and  they  ended  only  with  his  life. 

When,  under  the  town  municipal  government,  the  people 
demanded  municipal  interposition  to  arrest  the  progress  of 
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the  evil,  the  name  of  Samuel  Rodman  stood  at  the  head  of  a 
long  list  of  prominent  citizens,  selected  by  the  people  in 
town-meeting  assembled  to  carry  forward  the  work.  This 
movement  of  the  inhabitants  was  one  of  great  interest  and 
profitable  results.  It  constitutes  an  interesting  chapter  in 
our  municipal  history. 

We  should  do  injustice  to  the  character  of  our  departed 
fellow-citizen,  should  we  fail  to  speak  of  him  as  a  man 
whose  clear  moral  and  intellectual  jjerceptions  and  active 
Christian  sympathies  led  him  to  unite  in  every  effort  to  re- 
lieve the  builhen  of  human  suffering,  or  which  promised  to 
promote  the  progress  and  elevation  of  the  people. 

Few  of  our  community  were  more  ready  to  give,  few  gave 
so  cheerfully  and  liberally ;  no  one  embraced  within  the  cir- 
cle of  his  generosity  a  wider  field  of  benevolent  activity. 

With  the  Free  Public  Library,  Mr.  Eodman  is  connected 
by  the  interest  he  always  manifested  iu  its  success  and  by 
generous  donations  of  valuable  books. 

He  was  active  in  the  management  of  the  Social  Library, 
whose  valuable  books  formed  the  basis  of  our  present  noble 
collection;  and  it  was  Samuel  liodman,  and  men  like  him, 
the  wise  and  active  directors  of  our  early  library  movement, 
who  in  fact  laid  the  foundation  of  the  institution  which  is 
the  pride  and  ornament  of  our  city. 

At  his  death,  Samuel  Rodman  was  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  Friends'  Academy,  a  position  which  he  had 
held  for  sixty^three  years.  For  twenty-six  years  he  was 
president  of  the  Board. 

He  was  for  many  years  a  director  of  the  Bedford  Com- 
mercial Bank,  now  the  National  Bank  of  Commerce. 

Generous  and  intelligent  activity  and  never  wcarj'ing  lib- 
erality have  not  left  the  world  with  him  of  whom  wo  speak, 
w^ho  was  in  this  community  so  conspicuous  an  example  of 
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1)oth ;  but  it  will  probably  be  a  long  time  before  vre  shall 
have  the  vaennt  place  fully  supplied  that  was  oucc  filled  by 
the  subject  of  this  brief  notice. 

EDMVND   GARDNER. 

Capt.  Edmund  Gardner  was  a  native  of  Xantncket,  where 
he  was  born  November  8tb,  1784.  He  died  in  this  city, 
which  had  been  for  many  years  his  home,  September  16th, 
1875.  Althougti  not  upon  the  list  ot  the  dead  of  the  year, 
we  give  him  rightfully  a  place  in  this  year's  remembrances 
of  our  departed  fellow  citizens,  whose  characters  and  posi- 
tions claim  from  us  a  notice  in  our  annual  publication. 

There  is  much  in  the  life  and  character  of  Captain  Edmund 
Gardner  to  claim  and  to  reward  the  search  for  information 
respecting  him,  nmch  of  incident  conucctc'cl  with  his  sea- 
faring existence,  and  these  while  they  served  to  develop  the 
strong  and  healthy  qualities  of  his  mind  and  heart  teuded 
also  to  give  to  them  additional  force  and  vitality. 

In  looking  over  the  memoranda  which,  in  the  latter  part 
of  his  life  he  prepared  of  his  early  struggles,  and  of  the  events 
and  adventures  of  bis  sea-going  exi>erieuce,  two  tniits  of 
the  character  of  this  successful  seaman  and  model  man  and 
ship  master  arc  made  strikingly  prominent. 

Did  our  limits  allow  of  it,  we  could  cup}'  fmmtbis  vivid 
and  minute  autobiography  many  illustrations  of  the  firmness, 
may  we  not  say  the  heroism,  with  which  he  met  dan«:er,  dis- 
aster  and  loss,  and  of  that  wonderful  fertility  of  resource 
which  so  often  averted  the  danger  and  enabled  him  to  rise 
sui^erior  to  the  powers  of  adverse  fortune. 

The  presence  of  danger  and  the  experience  of  misfortune, 
found  him  always  prepared  to  bring  into  immediate  activity 
the   knowledge   which   he  had  gathered,  and  that  creative 
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energy  which  was  always  at  his  command,  to  meet  for  him- 
self and  for  others,  the  emergencies  of  the  hour. 

The  habits  of  constant  observation  in  the  direction  of  the 
calling  which  he  had  early  chosen  and  which  he  so  success- 
fully pursued,  and  the  facility  with  which  he  treasured  up  the 
incidents  of  his  experience,  gave  him  at  all  times  the  re- 
source of  a  large  accumulation  of  practical  knowledge  to  apply 
to  the  circumstances  with  which,  at  any  time,  he  was  sur- 
rounded. 

But  nature  had  endowed  him  with  a  largo  and  well- 
balanced  mental  .capacity,  and  thus  gifted,  he  could  not  only 
accumulate  and  make  available  the  information  which  came 
of  experience  and  observation,  but  he  could  create  new 
combinations,  and  apply  new  and  untried  resources,  to  meet 
the  circumstances  of  an  occasion  of  unexpected  and  unavoid- 
able dann^er  or  difficultv. 

His  school  was  upon  the  ocean.  There  where  danger  was 
to  be  encountered,  disaster  to  be  met  and  victory  to  be  won, 
he  learned  quickly  and  thoroughly  the  lessons  by  which 
danger  could  be  avoided,  disaster  overcome  and  a  rich 
hai^vest  reward  enterprise,  perseverance  and  well  directed 
energy. 

The  incidents  recorded  in  Captain  Gardner's  narrative, 
by  which  these  traits  of  character  are  illustrated,  are,  as  we 
have  already  remarked,  many  and  striking.  But  they  can- 
not be  given  here.  A  more  extended  notice,  for  which  the 
memoranda  left  by  him  would  afford  ample  materials,  would 
give  an  opportunity  which  it  is  hoped  may  be  embraced,  to 
give  to  the  public  the  incidents  of  his  life  as  well  as  the 
exemplary  and  attractive  traits  of  his  character. 

But  Captain  Gardner  occupied  a  higher  position  in  society 
than  that  of  a  successful  seaman  and  an  enterprising  and 
well  rewarded  merchant.     As  a  sailor,  an  officer  and  a  com- 
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mander  of  a  ship,  he  bore  about  him  in  the  forecastle  and 
tlie  cabin  the  ever  active  aud  controlling  principles  of  in- 
tegrity, fidelity  and  piety.  The  exercise  of  these  virtues 
ivas  not  dependent  upon  geographical  position  or  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  hour.  He  always  had  in  his  ocean  home 
an  altar,  upon  which  there  was  a  daily  offering  of  gratitude 
and  trust;  and  then,  as  when  in  his  home  upon  the  land,  or 
at  his  accustomed  seat  in  the  house  of  worship,  he  acknowl- 
edged his  obligations  to  and  his  dependence  upon  that  Pro- 
tecting Power  in  which  he  recognized  his  Father  and  Re- 
deemer. His  justice,  fidelity  and  purity  had  a  foundation 
too  deep,  and  an  activity  too  real,  to  have  their  exercise  con- 
fined to  those  places  and  circumstances  in  which  they  are 
called  for  to  give  confidence  and  respectability. 

Thus  was  his  character  rounded  into  a  beautiful  complete- 
ness. Thus  was  his  native  sagacity  and  his  large  aud  valua- 
ble fund  of  practical  information  complemented  by  the 
virtues  and  the  graces  born  of  Christian  faith  and  Christian 
obedience. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  man,  whose  life 
affords  us  so  rare  an  example  of  business  enterprise,  com- 
bined with  an  uprightness  of  character  which  had  its  roots 
deep  in  the  soil  of  Christian  faith,  had  but  the  most  meagre 
opportunities  for  the  culture  of  the  school. 

The  schools  of  the  day  were  poor  at  the  best,  and  but 
small  opportunity  was  allowed  the  youthful  Gardner  to 
profit  by  them,  such  as  they  were.  At  an  early  age  he  was 
upon  the  sea  ;  and  it  was  in  the  ocean  school  that  the  train- 
ing for  an  upright,  intelligent  and  successful  manhood,  and 
a  quiet,  contented  and  happy  old  age  were  mainly  ob- 
tained. 

Captain  Gardner  was  a  Representative  from  this  city  in 
the  General  Court  for  the  years  1831,  1832  and  1833. 
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He  resided  in  New  Bedford  upon  his  removal  hither  from 
Nantucket,  in  1824,  to  the  time  of  his  decease. 

He  was  a  consistent  and  valued  member  of  the  Society 
of  Friends,  and  held  for  many  years  the  office  of  overseer 
of  the  New  Bedford  Monthly  Meeting. 
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Volame*.  Pamphlet*. 

Bound.    Unboaod. 

American  Antiquarian  Society',  Worcester 1           3 

American  Social  Science  A>5Sociation 1 

American  Unitarian  Association 3 

Astor  Library 1 

Bat<;helor,  B.  S 1 

Bell,W.  S 1 

Blair,  H.  W 1 

Boston  Public  Library 1           4 

Bradlee,  CD 11           1 

Brazilian  Government 5           4 

Brookline  Public  Library 1 

Buckmiuster,  Joseph 1           4 

Butler  llospital  for  the  Insane 1 

Chicat^o  Public  Library 1 

Cobclea  Club 1 

Conation,  Charles 9          30         34 

Con«?don,  Charles  T 1 

Con ""^don,  James  B 7                        3 

Crapo,  W.  W 4                         1 

Dennison,  T.  K 2 

Denluuu,  Edward 1                        5 

Dexter,  Franklin  B 1 

Dunbar,  George  H 1                         4 

Duifey.  Richard  T 6 

Eliot.  Mrs.  Thomas  D 6                        6 

Farriii^ton,  W.  H 32 

Fletcher  Library,  Burlington,  Vermont 1 

Gerner,  H 1 

Green,  Samuel  A 1 

Harvard  Co]le<7e 1 

Haverhill  Public  Library 1 

How.  Moses 23 

Howland,  Abraham  H.,  Jr Ill 

Howland,  George,  Jr 1           I 
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Yolurneg.  Painphlett. 

Boand.    Unbound. 

Jackson  &  Tyler, 1 

Knapp,  H 4 

Kiiowlton,  Hosea  M • 1 

Lancaster  Town  Library ] 

Lawrence  Public  Library 4 

Lester,  John  E 1                         1 

Library'  Company,  Philadelpln'a 1 

LIndsey,  Edward  D 1 

Memorial  Hall  Library,  Andover 1 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  Brooklyn 1 

Mercantile  Library,  New  York I                         1 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  San  Francisco. ...  1 

Mitchell,  George  II 1 

Mor«^an,  Richard  H 1 

Munsell,  Joel 5            1          49 

New  Haven  Maiuifacturin<j:  Compan}' I                         1 

Nye,  Gideon,  Jr 2 

Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore 2 

Peabody  Institute,  Peabody 1 

Pease,  Richard  L.  .    Q 

Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind 1 

Pierce,  Benjamin 1 

Pitman,  Robert  C 214 

Pond,  David  W 1 

Publishers  of  Atlantic  City  Review 1 

Quint,  Alonzo  H 1 

Roberts,  O.  A 8          16 

Rochester  Free  Public  Library 1 

Rod^^^ers,  C.  R.  P I 

Rodman,  Edmund 1 

Rodman,  Susan 60            6           8 

Rodman,  Thomas  R 1 

Roarers,  T.  P.  W 1 

Rotch,  William 1 

Russell  Library,  Middletown,  Conn 1 

St.  Louis  School  Library 1 

Sanborn,  F.  B 1 

Schenck,  J.  B.  &  Sons 1 

Smithsonian  Institution 3 

Spofford,  A.  K 1 

Springfield  City  Library 1 

Staples,  S.  E 1 
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Volamn.  PanphkH. 

Bound.    Uttbuond. 

State  of  Massachusetts : 

Board  of  Health 1           1 

Lunatic  Hospital,  Northampton 1 

Lunatic  Hospital,  Worcester 1 

Public  Documents 10 

School  for  Idiotic  and  Feeble  Minded  Youth  . .  1 

State  Library 1 

Taber,  Charles 1 

Thomson,  John  H 1                       2 

Trustees  Friends'  Academy 1 

United  States  Government: 

Coast  Surve}'' 1 

Department  of  Interior 36                       1 

Department  of  State  4 

Engineer  Department 3 

Treasury  Department 1 

Patent  Office 2 

Bureau  of  Education 3           1 

Watertown  Public  Library 1 

Wayland  Library'  Committee 1 

Webb,  Hiram 2 

White,  Smith  &  Co 1 

Wilcox,  Thomas 1 

Wil ley,  Henry 9                     51 

Wilmington  Institute 1 

Winchester,  C.  T 1 

Winchester  Home  for  Aged  Women 1 

Woburn  Public  Library 1 

Wood,  Heniy  T 1 

Worcester  Free  Public  Library 1 

Worcester  Free  Institute 1 

Wren,  W.  C ••  • 1 

Young  Men's  Association,  Buffalo 1 

Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  Worcester. ..  9 


Burt,  Samuel  P.— Manuscript  Records  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  New 
Bedford  [F.airhaven]  Academy,  179S-184L 

Index  Association. — The  Index,  1874-75. 

Liberty  Hall  Association.—Play  Bills,  Programmes,  etc.  of  the  exhibi- 
tions in  Liberty  Hall,  New  Bedford,  from  1805  to  1876. 

Gideon  Nye,  Jr.— BulletinMeusuel  de  la  Soci6t6  d^Accllinatation,  187S. 
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He  resided  in  New  Bedford  upon  his  removal  hither  from 
Nantucket,  in  1824,  to  the  time  of  his  decease. 

He  was  a  consistent  and  valued  member  of  the  Society 
of  Friends,  and  held  for  many  years  the  office  of  overseer 
of  the  New  Bedford  Monthly  Meeting. 
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Volumes.  PampbMs. 

,            .         ^  BouiHl.    Unbound. 

American  Antiquarian  Societ}',  Worcester 1           3 

Aiuerican  Social  Science  Asjiociation 1 

A  merican  Unitarian  Association 3 

Astor  Library 1 

Batchelor,  B.  S 1 

Bell,W.  S 1 

Blair,  H.  W 1 

Boston  Public  Library 1           4 

Bradlee,  C.  D 11           l 

Brazilian  Government 5           4 

Broolvline  Public  Library 1 

Buckmiuster,  Joseph 1            4 

Butler  llospital  for  the  Insane I 

Chicago  Public  Library 1 

Cobden  Club 1 

Congdon,  Charles 9          39          34 

Congdon,  Charles  T 1 

Cougdon,  James  B 7                        3 

Crapo,  W.  W 4                         1 

Deiini.son,  T.  K 2 

Denham,  Edward 1                        5 

Dexter,  Franklin  B 1 

Dunbar,  George  H 1                         4 

Durt'ey.  Richard  T 6 

Eliot,  Mrs.  Thomas  D 6                        6 

Farringtou,  W.  II 32 

Fletcher  Library,  Burlington,  Vermont 1 

Gerner,  H I 

Green.  Samuel  A 1 

Harvard  College 1 

Haverhill  Public  Library 1 

How.  Moses 23 

Howland,  Abraham  H.,  Jr Ill 

Howland,  George,  Jr 1            1 
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Jack^oi)  &  Tyler 1 

KiioM'iKiii.  UohtiiM 1 

I.aiii^iiAter  Town  Ijbrai'.v 

Lan-ience  Public  Llhraiy 

Lester.  .Tdliii  E 1 

Libi-ary  Company  Pliilaiiolplila 

Liiiilsey  Eilwunl  D 

Mi-inorUi  Hiil  Library.  Amlover 

McrRuiitllu  Libniry  Axsociulioii,  Brooklyn 

Mei-ouiitilc  Libriiry,  New  Yoik 1 

Mercantile  I.ibr:iry  Assocmtioii,  Sim  Francisco.  ■ .. 

Mitchell,  George  l[.  .-. 

Morgan.  Kiehiml  H 

MuiistU,  Joel 5 

New  Haven  Muniifucturlng  Company I 

Nye,  Giileoti.  Jr 

PeabiHly  Institute,  Bultiniore 

Peabody  Institute,  Peabwly 

PeaiM!,  KicharO  L.  ■   

Pcrkiis  liiBttlutlon  for  tlie  Blind  

Pierce,  ]IeiiJai>ili> 1 

Pitman.  Kobert  C 

Pomi.  DaviOW ■- 

Publiahersof  Atlantic  City  Keview 

Quint,  Abtizo  U 

Roberts.  O.  A 

RocLoster  Free  Public  Library 

Roilfjers,  C.  R.  P 1 

Itodiuiin,  EdtuittK) 

RiHiiiian,  Snsaii 60 

Riidnian.  Tboiniis  li 

Koscrs,  T.  P.  W 

R.>teb,  William 

RiiJScU  Library,  Siidiiletown,  Conn 

St.  Louis  Hcbool  Library 

Saiiliorn.  F,  B 

Sulietick.  .1.  B.  &  Sons 

Siultlisoniun  Institution 3 

Siioftind,  A.  K 1 

Spri[i;!lleld  City  Library 

Staples,  S.B 
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FOR  THE  TEAR  1878. 


TRUSTEES. 

Ex  officio.     Term  expires  January,  1879. 

GEORGE  B.  RICHMOND,  Mayor  of  the  City. 
THOMAS  R.  RODMAN,  President  of  the  CommoD  Council. 
JOHN  HASTINGS,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  City  Council 
on  Public  Instruction. 

Elected  hy  the  City  Council, 

WARREN  LADD,  Term  expires  January,"  1879. 

OLIVER  A.  ROBERTS,  Term  expires  January,  1879. 

ABRAHAM  H.  HOWLAND,  Jr.,  Term  expires  January,  1880. 

S.  GRIFFITTS  MORGAN,  Term  expires  January,  1880. 

GEORGE  H.  DUNBAR,  Term  expires  January,  1881. 

GEORGE  HOWLAND,  Jr.,*  Term  expires  January,  1881. 

PRESIDENT   OP   THE   BOARD. 

THE  MAYOR. 


CLERK.  • 

ABRAHAM  H.  HOWLAND,  Jr. 


COMMITTEES. 

On  the  Library^Thc  Mayor,  Messrs  Ladd,  Geo.  Ilowland,  Jr.,  Morgan 

and  Rodman. 
On  the  Buildiiig^}dcssrs.  Hastings  and  Rodman. 

On  Bindinrj and  Jflanks— Messrs.  Abraham  H.  Howland,Jr.,  and  Morgan. 
On  the  Museum — Messrs.  Morgan,  Roberts  and  Dun1)ar. 


SUPKRINTENDEXT   OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

GEORGE  H.  DUNBAR. 


LIBRARIAN. 

ROBERT  C.  INGRAHAM. 


ASSISTANT    LIBRARIANS. 

JOSEPHINE  A.  MERRICK,  MARY  E.  BROWN. 


REPORT. 


To  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  New  Bedford: 

Gentlemen, —  The  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library 
respectfully  present  to  you  this,  the  Twenty-sixth  Annual 
Report  of  that  institution. 

The  history  of  the  Library  during  the  year  now  about 
to  close,  like  that  of  all  the  years  which  have  preceded 
it,  has  been  one  of  progress.  Ever  since  it  came  into 
existence,  the  conviction  of  its  vast  importance  has  stead- 
ily grown  stronger  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  its 
effectiveness  and  influence  have  correspondingly  increased. 

Its  wants  have  always  been  cheerfully  recognized,  and 
its  requests  favorably  responded  to  by  the  City  Council. 
It  has  received  generous  contributions  from  sources  both 
at  home  and  abroad ;  and  bountiful  bequests  and  dona- 
tions of  money  have  made  its  future  bright  and  secure. 
The  people  of  our  beautiful  city  have  done  themselves 
honor  in  establishing  the  Free  Public  Library  and  provid- 
ing so  liberally  for  its  maintenance.  They  do  themselves 
still  greater  honor  by  the  general  and  wisely  directed  use 
they  make  of  it. 

For  a  community  can  be  exalted  to  no  higher  pinnacle 
of  honorable  repute  than  to  be  known  as  a  reading  com- 
mmiity ;  such  a  repute  presupposing  the  exercise  of  the 
noblest  and  most  substantial  elements  of  intellect  and 
chanicler.     Books  are  the  storehouse  of  the  world's  wis- 
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dom.  They  contain  the  records  of  the  mistakes  and  fail- 
ures, as  well  as  of  the  successes  of  the  race.  Those  who 
arc  conversant  with  them  are  led  steadily  to  reenforce  tbe 
activities  of  their  own  minds  with  the  significant  sug- 
gestions derived  from  the  past.  Moreover,  one  cannot  be 
habitually  familiar  with  improving  books  without  being 
lifted  up  to  a  higher  plane  of  thought  and  feeling,  and 
acquiring  those  refined  and  innocent  tastes,  which  tend  to 
render  all  depraving  influences  revolting  and  to  be  shunned. 
The  following  statistics  furnish  a  perspicuous  record  of 
the  operations  of  the  Library  during  the  year  1877  : 

Whole  number  of  books  taken  during  the  year,  G0,983 

DaUy  average  (11  months,  Library  closed  one  month,)  220 

Total  number  of  cards  issued,  15,872 

Increase  over  last  year,  1K)2 

Volumes  added  during  the  year,  exclusive  of  periodicals, 
By  purchase,  1,093 

By  gift.  149 

Total  number  of  books  in  the  Library,  37,000 

Number  of  newspapers  on  the  stand,  14 

Added  this  year,— rrovidcnce  Journal,  Fall  River  News. 
Number  of  periodicals  on  the  tables,  104 

Added  this  year,— Times,  Weekly  Edition,  London ;  The  Nineteenth 
Century;  Mind. 

The  Trustees  appeal  with  eonfidence  to  these  statistics 
as  evidence  that  the  affairs  of  the  Library  have  never  been 
more  efficiently  administered,  or  its  privileges  better  ap- 
preciated, than  during  the  past  year.  Yet  while  they 
indicate  the  activity  of  its  operations,  they  arc  very  far 
from  giving  a  complete  view  of  the  work  performed.  For 
instance,  the  number  of  those  who  visit  the  Library  to 
consult  books,  but  not  to  take  them  out,  is  very  large. 
There  is  no  record  kept  of  this  class  of  citizens,  but  the 
Librarian  reports  that  there  has  been  a  marked  increase  in 
the  number  of  books  thus  consulted  on  the  premises.  It 
is  estimated  by  him  to  be  fully  half  of  the  nunil)or  de- 
livered. 
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We  regard  this  method  of  profiting  by  the  advantages 
which  the  Library  afibrds,  as  one  of  the  most  important 
and  hopefully  significant  of  all  the  uses  to  which  it  is  de- 
voted. For  such  a  mode  of  the  consultation  of  books 
indicates  thoughtful  study  of  subjects  in  the  light  of  reason, 
and  therefore  the  highest  forms  of  intellectual  action. 
Furthermore,  the  process  begets  a  habit  of  having  re- 
course to  the  treasures  of  the  past,  and  familiarity  with 
one  of  the  best  uses  of  books  is  attained. 

We  are  happy  to  mention  the  interesting  fact  that  a 
large  part  of  this  class  of  visitors  to  the  Library  consists 
of  pupils  from  the  schools,  who  are  required  by  their 
teachers  to  furnish  written  exercises  in  connection  with 
their  lessons,  demanding  a  research  into  facts  and  a  com- 
parison of  authorities.  The  statement  is  as  creditable  to 
the  schools  as  to  the  Library  ;  for  no  better  evidence  could 
be  had  that  the. instruction  given  by  the  teachers  who  en- 
courage this  kind  of  intellectual  inquiry  is  of  the  most 
discriminating  and  improving  quality.  These  schohirs 
obtain  incidental  benefit  while  pursuing  their  direct  in- 
vestigations ;  and  it  is  observable  that  the  range  of  their 
inquiries  extends  very  often  to  other  topics  than  those 
which  they  have  specially  in  mind,  and  thus  a  profitable 
stimulus  is  given  to  the  character  of  their  general  reading. 

The  Librarian  makes  the  followinff  classification  of  the 
books  taken  from  the  Library : 


o 


(t 
(i 


Theolog:y  and  Pbllosophy 3  per  cent. 

Arts  and  Sciences 5  *' 

History 4 

Biography 0 

Voyages  and  Travels 4  ** 

Works  of  Fiction 72  »« 

Miscellaneous 3  *' 

100 

We  arc  aware  that  these  may  be  deemed  superficial  sta- 
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tistics ;  that  we  need,  in  relation  to  tlie  important  social 
l)roblem  which  they  suggest,  something  deeper  than  a 
simple  numerical  statement.  **  It  would  be  especially 
cheering,  if  we  could  bo  assured  that  we  were  every  year 
l)enetmting  with  the  quickening  infiuenee  of  our  books  a 
little  lower  in  our  social  strata,  and  at  the  same  time  ele- 
vating si  ill  higher  the  taste  of  our  readers." 

Statistics  show  that  the  taste  for  reading  in  one  com- 
nmnity  is  the  same  as  that  of  others  in  similar  social  con- 
ditions. Search  where  you  will,  you  find  about  three 
quarters  of  the  selections  of  books  to  be  prose  fiction  and 
juvenile  books. 

The  question  forcibly  occurs, — Shall  the  operations  of 
the  Library  be  so  directed  as  to  thwart  the  predominating 
tastes  of  the  readers  of  books  ?  Many,  no  doubt,  will  im- 
mediately respond  in  the  affirmative ;  for  an  impression 
prevails  among  a  large  class  in  cvary  community  that  the 
great  majority  of  works  of  fiction  are  of  a  trashy  and 
sensational  character.  We  dare  to  pronounce  their  con- 
victions to  be  prejudiced  and  one-sided.  There  is,  doubt- 
less, a  large  amount  of  depressing  fiction  in  our  circula- 
tion ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  the  novel  is  more  and  moi-e 
coming  to  be  the  vehicle  for  the  dissemination  of  the  no- 
blest thoughts  of  the  age,  as  well  as  the  intelligent  dis- 
cussion of  great  social  problems,  in  the  form  most  likely 
to  win  readers  and  carry  conviction  home  to  the  largest 
number  of  minds  and  hearts.  , 

To  exclude  works  of  fiction  from  the  Library,  therefore, 
would  be  to  curtail  its  positive  advantages.  At  the  same 
lime,  we  recognize  the  necessity  of  a  judicious  care  in  the 
supply  of  works  of  this  description,  and  wo  have  added 
to  our  list  of  novels  only  those  which  we  believe  to  l)e 
wholesome  and  useful,  and  which  may  stimulate  to  some- 
thing belter  and  higher. 

The  sensational  element  occupies  a  very  small  space  lu 
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our  circulation,  yet  even  that  has  its  advantages.  For, 
were  we  to  exclude  it  wholly,  we  should  drive  away  a 
class  of  readers  who  most  need  to  be  brought  within  reach 
of  the  improving  influences  of  the  Library.  While  they 
find  enough  of  the  sensational  to  encourage  their  visits, 
they  often  fail  to  obtain  the  books  of  which  they  are  in 
search,  and  are  led  to  take  those  of  a  more  improving 
character.  We  are  happy  to  record  a  marked  advance- 
ment in  this  connection,  the  works  of  fiction  now  oftenest 
called  for  being  the  best  of  their  class. 

In  the  report  of  the  Trustees  two  years  ago,  it  was 
noticed  with  regret  that  our  circulation  fell  far  behind  that 
of  some  of  our  sister  cities.  Since  that  time  our  increase 
has  been  about  sixteen  thousand.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  these  figures  indicate  not  the  demand  for  books,  but 
the  supply  we  furnish.  Had  we  consented  to  augment 
the  accession  of  fiction  and  add  extra  copies  of  very  pop- 
ular books  in  any  department,  the  extent  of  our  circula- 
tion would  have  been  limited  only  by  the  supply. 

We  have  added  during  the  year  all  the  issues  of  current 
literature  for  w^hich  there  seemed  likely  to  bo  any  call,  and 
have  purchased  as  many  standard  works  as  we  have  had 
opportunity  to  buy  judiciously.  Wo  have  exercised  a 
larger  liberty  in  the  direction  of  luxury  than  would  be 
reasonable  or  just,  were  the  money  used  raised  by  taxa- 
tion. Among  the  many  valuable  additions  to  the  Library, 
may  be  noticed  the  following : 

Smith  and  Chectham^Dictfonary  of  Christian  antiquities. 

Smith  and  Wace— Dictionary  of  Christian  biography. 

Boot— Genus  carex. 

Hooker— Icones  plantarum ;  Genera  piantarum. 

Edwards— A  thousand  miles  up  the  Nile. 

Warren — Underground  Jerusalem. 

Guineraln— World  of  comets ;  Physical  forces. 

Schaff— Creeds  of  Christendom. 

Crowe  and  Cavalcaselle— Life  of  Titian. 

Symonds— Kenalssance  in  Italy. 
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Perkins— Tuscau  and  Italian  sculptors. 

Publications  of  the  Hanserd  Knollys  society. 

Knight— American  mechanical  dictionary. 

Boyne— The  Yorkshire  library. 

Guizot — History  of  France. 

Bayle— Dictlonnaire  historique  ct  critique. 

Morerl'Le  grand  dictionnaire  historique. 

Prime— Pottery  and  porcelain. 

Narjoux— Journey  of  an  architect. 

Wallace— Distribution  of  animals. 

Austin— Jurisprudence. 

Marryat— Pottery. 

Weigel— Serapeum. 

Schlleman— Myceuaj. 

Local  history  and  genealogy.    9i  vols. 

Ill  the  reports  of  the  last  three  years,  the  Trustees  have 
urged  upon  the  City  Council  the  great  need  of  the  Library 
for  more  and  better  accommodations.  A  growing  library 
like  a  growing  city  is  liable  continually  to  find  itself 
cramped  for  houseroom,  and  the  time  has  arrived  when 
the  whole  of  our  Library  Building  is  required  for  its  own 
special  purposes.  A  proper  system  in  the  classification  of 
books  does  not  admit  of  their  being  huddled  on  the 
shelves  in  the  order  in  which  they  may  bo  purchased,  ami 
our  additions  will  soon  fill  all  the  shelves  there  are  or  can 
be  placed  in  the  room. 

When  we  say  a  proper  system,  we  mean  an  available 
system  ;  one  which  will  enable  the  Librarian  to  answer  the 
call  for  books.  Disregard  such  a  system — follow  the  lead 
of  the  thoughtless  impression  prevailing  in  many  minds, 
that  there  is  room  enough  in  the  Library  so  long  as  there 
are  vacant  spots  in  which  books  can  be  stowed  away— cram 
the  shelves  without  regard  to  classification  of  subjects  and 
departments,  and  you  i)roportionally  paralyze  the  opera- 
tions, and  negative  the  advantages  the  Libniry  is  intend- 
ed to  bestow.  A  si)ecial  connnittee  of  the  Trustees  h:i8 
been  appointed  to  consider  and  report  what  plan  can  be 
adopted,  to  remedy  the  evils  now  beginning  to  be  severe- 
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\y  felt.  They  will  probably  report  to  the  City  Council 
early  in  the  year. 

It  is  incumbent  u[)on  us  in  this  connection  to  advert  to 
the  fact  that  the  interest  on  the  Sylvia  Ann  Howland  be- 
quest, accruing  from  the  date  when  it  was  received  by  the 
City  Treasurer,  to  that  when  the  ordinance  respecting  its 
care  and  custody  took  effect,  has  never  been  paid  to  its 
beneficiaries.  The  proportion  due  to  the  Library  amounts 
to  more  than  twenty-five  hundred  dollars,  and  the  Trus- 
tees have  felt  called  upon  to  petition  for  its  j^ayment. 
There  is  no  mooted  point  in  the  premises.  The  obligation 
is  a  plain  one.  The  City  Solicitor,  in  a  written  opinion, 
fully  sustains  the  position  assumed  by  the  Trustees.  The 
Board  were  in  hopes  that  the  City  Council  would  recog- 
nize the  justice  of  the  claim,  and  authorize  the  City 
Treasurer  to  credit  the  amount  to  the  Library  account. 
So  far  as  we  know,  no  action  has  been  taken,  except  the 
reference  of  the  petition  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  If 
the  money  is  legally  due  the  Library,  it  would  seem  that 
the  Council  has  but  one  duty  before  it,  and  that  is  to  pay 
it.  At  least,  it  appears  that  the  question  should  be  defi- 
nitely settled.  As  the  matter  stands  at  present,  the  good 
name  of  the  city  is  compromised,  for  the  obligation  is  one 
of  honor,  as  well  as  of  justice. 

It  is  our  grateful  duty  to  record  that  in  January  last, 
the  Library  received  from  James  B.  Congdon,  who  has 
been  identified  with  its  management  and  interests  from  its 
commencement,  a  donation  of  five  hundred  dollars.  This 
donation  was  gratefully  received  and  appropriately  ac- 
knowledged. In  accordance  with  his  written  request,  the 
City  Council  (as  soon  as  was  practicable)  passed  an  ordi- 
nance, placing  the  fund  in  the  same  position  as  to  control 
and  management  as  is  held  by  the  other  trust  funds  in 
the  custody  of  the  city  for  the  same  object,  to  be  known 
as  tl:e  James  B.  Congdon  Fund.     This  donation  adds  yet 
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another  to  the  long  list  of  benefits  conferred  on  the  Free 
Public  Library  by  this  honored  citizen,  who  has  bestowed 
upon  it  treasures  of  thought,  attention,  and  care,  of  far 
more  value  than  la^ge  pecuniary  gifts.  His  name  is  in- 
dissolubly  associated  with  the  records  of  its  progress, 
and  will  long  be  held  in  gniteful  remembrance. 

In  the  appendix  will  be  found  a  detailed  statement  of 
our  expenditures  during  the  past  year,  and  a  clear  state- 
ment of  the  present  condition  of  the  several  trust  funds, 
also  a  list  of  donations  received,  with  the  names  of  the 
donors. 

Submitted  in  behalf  of  the  Trustees. 

Alanson  Borden, 

President  of  the  Board. 
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FINANCIAL    STATEMENTS    CONCERNING    THE 
FKEE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  FOR  1877. 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 
1877. 

Jan  1st.    Cosh  on  hand,  $142.20 

Receipts  from  books  lost  and  sales  of  catalogues  and 

bulletins,  13.GC 

Fines,  188.35 


8344.27 


raid  for  Expressage,  317.20 

Stationery,  29.71 

P.  O.  box,  and  postage,  24.85 

Rent  of  room,  Cuinraings  building,    42.00 

Cartage,  5.35 

Books,  39.33 

Atlases,  16.00 

Catalogues,  21.00 

Directories,  12.50 

Binding,  5.00 

^^                   Incidentals,  14.00        220.60 

1878.  

Jan.  1st.    Cash  in  hands  of  librarian,  3117.77 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES. 

FREE  PUBLIC    LIBRARY  ACCOUNT. 

1877. 

January  1.   Cash  on  hand, 

27.   One  half  net  receipt  from  dog  licenses, 
March  1^.   Annual  appropriation, 


Bills  approved  January  25, 

February  24, 


(t 


March  31, 

April  20, 

May  29, 

June  80, 

September  29, 

October  27, 

November  30, 

December  28, 

1877,  Jan  1st. 


TRUST  FUND   ACCOUNTS. 

Balances  on  hand : 

Sylvia  Ann  Ilowland  fUnd, 
George  Ilowland  Junior  fund, 
Charles  W.  Morgan  ftind. 


$3(13.02 

7:>1.4C 

3,400.00 

§4,r>15.08 


$572.21 
74.22 

805.70 

74.50 

oO.G3 

1,010.49 

75C.25 

118.13 
23.00 

732.25 


t,227.3: 


e287.Gl 


$10,735.78 

107.17 

06.74 

$I1,020.C1» 


SYLVIA   ANN   IIOWLAND   FREE   PUBLIC    LIBRARY  FUND. 


1877. 


Jan.     1st.    Unexpended  balance  of  income, 

One  year's  interest, 
Feb.  14lh.     Cash  returned  to  City  Treasurer, 


$10,735.78 

3,000.00 

11.77 

$13,747.55 


Bills  approved  (for  books,  periodicals  and  binding,)  viz. : 

January  25th,  $330.08 

February  24tli,  479.47 

March  31st,  2C7.61 

April  10th,  204.32 

May  20th,  359.61 

June  30th,  250.90 

July  28th,  75.08 

September  29th,  293  97 
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October  27th,  217.41 

November  30th,  26G.39 

December  28th,  190.79     3,025.53 

$10,722.02 

The  detailed  statement  of  expenditure  from  the  income  of  this  fund 
is  as  follows  : 

Scribner,  Welford  &  Armstrong,  $284.61 

D.  Van  Nostrand,  49.67 
Scribner,  Armstrong  &  Co.,  19.43 
Charles  L.  Woodward,  27.22 
John  Allyn,  121.99 
David  G.  Francis,  17.45 
G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons,  455  36 
J.  W.  Bouton,  252.27 
S.  Hutchinson,  552.78 
Little,  Brown  &  Co.,  44.48 
J.  M.  Lawton,  Jr.,  637.77 
Edwin  Dews,  97.85 
Collins  &  Allen,  53.34 
Stjribner  &  Co.,  3.20 
Massachusetts  llistorical  Society,  4.00 
New  England  Subscription  Agency,  146.80 
Schoenhof  &  Moeller,  22.12 
Eben  P.  Raymond,  3.00 
Patent  Office  Reports,  25.0D 
Benj.  R.  Tucker,  5.00 
Essex  Institute,  6.00 
Geo.  M.  Elliot,  43.50 
Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  5.00 
Alexander  Denham,  6.07 
Loring,  Short  &  Harmon,  5.00 

E.  W.  Nash,  16.65 
Boston  Society  of  Natural  History,  •  3.00 
American  Library  Journal,  5.00 
Peter  G.  Thompson,  108  50 
Maine  Historical  Society,  6  00 
J.  S.  Greene,  6.30 
T.  P.  Welgel,  40.92 
Magazine  of  American  History,  5.00 
J.  Munsell,  40.25 
S.  T.  Congdon,  6.00 

f8,025.63 
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GEORGK  ROWLAND  JUNIOR  FUND. 


1877,  Jan.  Isit.    Unexpended  balance  of  income,  $197.17 

One  3'car*s  interest,  96.00 


Balance  unexpended  Jan.  1st,  1878,  $293.17 


CIIAULES  W.  MORGAN  FUND. 


1877,  Jan.  1st.    Unexpended  balance  of  income,  $96.74 

One  year's  interest,  CO.OO 


Ealance  unexpended  Jan.  1st,  1878,  $15G.74 

JAMK6  B.   CONGDON  FUND. 

Accrued  interest,  $6.25 

Same,  15.00 


$21.25 

Total  unexpended  balances  in  the  control  of  the  Board  of  Trustees : 

1878,  Jan.  1.     Sylvia  Ann  Ilowland  Free  Public  Library  fund,  $10,722  02 

George  Ilowland  Junior  fUnd,  293.17 

Charles  W.  Morgan  fund,  156.74 

James  B.  Congdon  Aind,  21.25 


$11,193.18 

ABRAHAM  II.  IIOWLAND,  Jr., 

Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

Frek  Public  Library,  Jan.  1st,  1878. 


i 
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NECROLOGY. 


lu  the  last  report  of  the  trustees,  the  author  of  the 
Necrology  writes : 

The  hope  is  expressed  thul  ihis  interesting  and  valuable  feature  of 
these  reports  will  be  retained,  and  that  these  **  discourses  of  the  dead'* 
will  not  be  restricted  to  those  who  may  have  been  connected  with  the 
library.  Let  a  niche  be  found  for  all  who,  lilce  those  whose  names 
have  already  had  honorable  mention,  shall  have  left  behind  them  a 
record,  the  perusal  of  which  shall  revive  pleasant  memories  and 
prompt  to  noble  deeds. 

BENJAMIN    RODMAN. 

Born  on  the  island  of  Nantucket  25th  of  Noveniher, 
1794;  died  in  New  Bedford  September  28th,  1876. 

He  came  to  this  town  at  a  very  early  age  with  his  par- 
ents, Samuel  liodman,  Senior,  and  Elizabeth  (Rotch) 
Rodman,  when  they  removed  from  Nantucket  to  make 
New  Bedford  their  place  of  residence. 

Though  so  early  removed  from  his  native  island,  he 
always  felt  a  strong  attachment  to  his  birthplace.  He 
was  proud  of  its  past  career,  and  the  brave  men  who 
uuide  this  little  piece  of  land  celebrated  throughout  the 
world  by  their  deeds  of  daring  on  every  ocean.  He  was 
not  satisfied  if  he  could  not  yearly  visit  the  island  and 
there  hold  converse  with  old  friends,  and  listen  to  the 
stories  of  the  past,  so  full  of  historic  and  romantic  interest. 

Benjamin  Rodman  continued  to  live  in  New  Bedford 

c 
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(luring  the  whole  of  his  long  life,  with  the  exception  of  a 
year  in  his  earliest  manhood  spent  as  a  volunteer  teacher 
in  the  Friends'  school  at  Providence,  just  then  starting. 
This  experience  was  a  lifelong  and  cherished  memory,  and 
one  that  he  looked  back  upon  with  great  pride  and  satis- 
faction. He  had  a  list  of  the  names  of  his  pupils  and 
some  particulars  regarding  them,  and  directed  that  after 
his  decease  it  should  be  presented  to  the  trustees  of  the 
school.  They  acknowledged  its  receipt  in  grateful  and 
respectful  terms. 

Mr.  Kodman  was  for  many  years  a  prominent  merchant, 
full  of  enterprise,  and  .largely  interested  in  navigation, 
both  in  the  whaling  and  merchant  service,  and  extensively 
engaged  in  manufactures  in  Fall  River  and  Warehani. 
He  was  a  trustee  of  the  Friends'  Academy  from  1817 
until  the  time  of  his  death,  a  period  of  tifty-nine  years; 
also  one  of  the  original  incorporators  of  the  New  Bedford 
Institution  for  Savings  in  1825,  and  the  only  one  of  the 
thirty-one  left  at  the  time  of  his  death,  with  the  exception 
of  our  venerable  and  highly  respected  friend  and  fellow- 
citizen  William  II.  Allen,  now  in  his  ninety-second  year. 
Mr.  Rodman  was  a  trustee  from  the  foundation  to  187G, 
and  one  of  the  vice-presidents  of  this  sound  and  prosper- 
ous institution. 

Although  never  an  officer  of  the  Free  Public  Library, 
he  took  a  deep  interest  in  its  operations,  proud  of  its  suc- 
cess, appreciating  its  importance,  and  freely  making  use 
of  its  instrumentalities,  for  he  was  a  great  reader,  and  in 
his  hiter  life  a  student  in  some  directions.  After  his  death 
his  dausrhters  sent  an  invitation  to  the  trustees  to  visit  his 
library  and  make  such  a  selection  as  our  librarian  might 
sec  lit  ;  the  result  of  which  was,  there  was  added  to  this 
library  a  large  number  of  valuable  and  rare  books.  It 
should  ))c  mentioned  that  Mr.  Rodman  had  requested  that 
some  of  these  should  be  presented  to  the  library. 
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In  his  early  and  middle  life  he  took  great  interest  in 
town  affairs.  lie  was  chosen  as  a  State  senator,  and  was 
one  of  the  execntive  conncil  of  Governor  Edward  Everett. 

Mr.  Rodman  was  the  father  of  Colonel  William  Logan 
Rodman,  who  fell  at  the  head  of  his  regiment  at  Port 
Hudson  in  the  late  rebellion,  and  whose  memory  is  cher- 
ished by  all,  and  whose  name  is  honored  by  one  of  the 
posts  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  in  this  city. 

Much  more  could  bo  recorded  of  Mr.  Rodman's  life, 
but  it  cannot  be  related  better  than  by  giving  this  extract 
from  an  obituary  notice  which  appeared  in  a  Uoston  paper, 
written  by  his  esteemed  friend  and  pastor  the  Rev.  Will- 
iam J.  Potter. 

The  Index  has  already  anuouiiced  the  dcatli  of  Benjamin  RiHlinan,  of 
New  Bedford,  aud  spoken  of  his  interest  in  the  principles  it  repre- 
sents. But  of  a  character  so  marked  and  faithful  as  was  his,  some- 
thing more  may  well  be  said. 

Mr.  Potter  then  speaks  of  Mr.  Rodman's  deep  interest 
in  the  Free  Religious  Association,  and  his  large  distribu- 
tion of  the  annual  reports,  and  then  goes  on  to  say : 

The  same  thing  he  was  accustomed  to  do  with  other  liberal  books 
and  pamphlets  that  attracted  his  attention.  Many  persons  are  indebted 
to  him  for  such  publications,  without,  perhaps,  in  all  cases  knowing 
from  whom  they  came.  A  book  that  specially  pleased  him  in  these 
latter  years  was  General  Hitchcock's  Christ  the  Spirit.  Beading  this 
book  for  the  flrst  time  some  three  years  ago,  from  a  copy  loaned  him 
by  a  friend,  and  finding  that  it  was  out  of  print  in  the  market,  he  se- 
cured a  new  edition  by  agreeing  with  the  publisher  to  pay  a  portion  of 
the  cost. 

He  was  little  of  a  mystic  himself,  yet  this  mystical  book  attracted 
him,  probably  because  of  its  aQlnity  with  his  Quaker  doctrine  of  the 
Inner  Light,  to  which  he  gave  a  very  large  and  liberal  interpretation. 
For  Mr.  Hodman  was  born  and  bred  a  Quaker,  and,  though  for  many 
years  he  had  not  been  identifled  with  the  Society  of  Friends,  he  was 
very  fond  of  tracing  his  theological  ancestry  to  George  Fox.  Fox 
was  one  of  his  heroes  whom  he  never  ceased  to  admire  and  never  out- 
grew. In  the  great  division  that  took  place  among  the  Quakers  iu  this 
country  fifty  years  ago,  he  and  other  members  of  his  family  warmly 
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espoused  the  libernl  siilc,  maintAinhi*;  that  this  was  true  Quakerism. 
But  they  wore  outnumbered  by  the  Orthodox  in  tlie  New  Bedford 
meeting  and  were  disowned.  To  one  of  this  group  of  freethinking 
Quakers, — Mary  Rotch,  a  woman  of  great  strength  of  iMtelligeuce  and 
character, — I  heard  Ralpli  Waldo  Emerson,  a  few  weeks  since,  express 
his  owu  large  personal  indebtedness  for  mental  stimulus.  In  his  pul- 
pit days  Mr.  Emerson  spent  considerable  time  in  New  Bedford,  preach- 
ing iu  the  I'nitnrian  church  there,  and  was  ofteu  a  guest  at  her  hoasc. 
Previous  to  this  time,  most  of  these  liberal  Quakers  had  connected 
themselves  with  the  Tnitarian  society,  at  the  advent  of  Rev.  Or\'ille 
Dewey  as  its  minister,  in  182:t.  Mr.  Rodman  was  one  of  this  number, 
and  ever  afterwanl  was  counted  a  member  of  the  latter  society, — pop- 
ularly called  Tnitarian,  but  legally  entitled  "First  Congregational'*; 
but  none  the  less  did  tie  consider  himself  a  good  Quaker,  after  the 
order  of  Fox  and  Penn.  It  was  one  of  his  common  sayings  that  "  the 
whole  world  is  turning  Quaker."  Neither  by  temperament  nor  con- 
viction could  he  be  a  denominational  man.  Ilis  religious  sympathies 
were  too  broad,  his  demand  for  liberty  of  thought  too  thorough  for 
that.  To  the  last  he  retained  his  interest  in  new  fields  of  iu(iuiry. 
Seldom  do  we  find  men  keeping  so  much  of  their  youthful  enthusiasm 
for  ideas  through  maturity  and  into  old  age. 

Mr.  Bodman  had  a  vigorous  and  athletic  nature,  physically  and  men- 
tally. He  was  as  vigorous  in  expression  as  he  was  intense  in  convic- 
tion, and  ofteu  became  impassioned  and  boisterous  in  speech.  He 
could  dislike  with  as  much  fervor  as  he  liked,  and  was  in  danger  of  not 
doing  ftill  justice  to  an  opponent.  There  was  with  him  no  concealing 
of  opinions  for  the  sake  of  suavity  of  social  intercourse.  But  this 
plain  and  sometimes  bitter  speaking  had  its  root  iu  the  utter  sincerity 
and  robustness  of  his  moral  nature,  which  could  brook  no  flattery  nor 
shams.  He  was  no  diplomat.  Yet  he  was  respected  for  thorough 
honesty,  for  his  uprightness  and  doicnrujhtness  in  all  his  business  af- 
fairs as  in  matters  of  opinion.  In  his  earlier  years,  becoming  embar- 
rassed in  business,  he  went  to  i>risou  at  the  instance  of  au  importunate 
creditor,  though  plenty  of  friends  offered  the  financial  help  requisite 
to  prevent  it.  But  he  took  the  ground  that  the  law,  as  it  then  was  in 
Massachusetts,  was  very  unjust,  since  the  rich  man,  with  numerous 
friends  of  wealth  and  social  position,  could  easily  escape  imprison- 
ment for  debt,  while  the  poor  man,  having  no  such  relief,  would  be 
thrown  into  jail ;  and  so  he  resolutely  refused  the  proffered  aid  and 
took  his  place  iu  the  debtor's  cell.  While  there  he  wrote  a  pamphlet 
entitled  "A  Voice  from  the  Prison,"  on  the  subject  of  the  law  concerning 
debt,  which  helped  to  awaken  public  sentiment  on  the  matter,  and  was 
instrumental  in  securing  better  legislation.  At  one  time  he  was  a 
State  senator,  and  at  another  a  member  of  the  Governor's  council. 

With  all  his  plainness  and  bluntness  of  speech,  his  sympathies  were 
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quick,  and  he  was  genuinely  benevolent.  There  was  no  stint  in  liis 
giving  for  the  objects  in  which  he  believed.  It  was  a  pleasure  to  go 
to  him  to  solicit  aid  for  any  such  object,— or  rather  to  suggest,  for  so- 
licitation was  not  necessary.  In  such  cases  there  were  no  excuses  to 
hold  baclc  his  ready  hand.  To  the  poor  and  unfortunate  he  was  a 
staunch  friend.  Not  many  knew  how  much  he  was  doing  to  befriend 
the  needy.  Only  by  accident  did  his  family  discover  many  of  his  gen- 
erosities. His  extensive  and  pleasant  grounds,  once  quite  out  of 
town,  had  become  nearly  surrounded  by  a  factory  village  and  the 
dwellings  of  the  poorer  class  of  people.  Yet  no  gate  barred  free  ac- 
cess to  them.  Poor  worn  women  came  to  sit  under  the  shade  of  his 
trees  and  enjoy  his  flowers  and  fruits,  and  children  played  upon  his 
lawns.  He  had  let  it  be  understood,  without  any  public  notice,  that 
children  were  especially  welcome  there  on  Sunday,  and  I  have  seen 
flocks  of  them  there  fVom  the  neighboring  tenement  houses  on  a  pleas- 
ant Sunday  afternoon,  behaving  with  perfect  propriety,  yet  freely  en- 
joying themselves.  Once  on  directing  my  attention  to  them  he  called 
them  his  Sunday-school ;  and  sometimes  he  would  go  out  and  talk  with 
tliem.  The  following  anecdote  of  his  benevolence  has  recently  come 
to  my  knowledge.  An  Orthodox  gentleman  was  Inquiring  of  one  who 
knew  him  better,  what  were  Mr.  Rodman's  religious  views,  and  looked 
grieved  and  sober  on  hearing  the  answer,  as  if  for  one  holding  such 
views  there  could  be  little  hope  in  respect  to  the  future  world.  An 
old  Scotch  weaver,  who  was  standing  by  and  heard  the  conversation, 
thereupon  broke  in :  **  I  don't  know  where  Mr.  Rodman  went  to 
church,  nor  what  he  believed;  but  I  know  that  between  18(51  and  18G5 
there  were  a  half  dozen  good  milch  cows  in  his  barn,  and  that  the 
great  bnlk  of  their  milk  was  distributed  among  the  poor;  and  I  would 
rather  have  that  as  a  passport  to  heaven  than  all  the  creeds." 

For  several  years  our  friend  has  led  a  retired  and  quiet  life,  enjoying 
his  rural  home  and  his  favorite  books,  and  the  correspondence  still 
kept  up  with  old  friends;  and  thus  with  cheerfiil  serenity  he  hius 
awaited  the  great  change,  which  now,  after  nearly  eighty-two  years  of 
brave  living,  has  quietly  and  beautifully  come  to  him. 
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V4iliiiiio».  ram|ili1rt»w 

I>ON(.>KS.  K»unfl.     riilKiuiiil. 

Kiisscll  Library -  2 

liiittcr.  Josiali, 1 

Silas  Bronsou  Library 1 

Smith,  SaiiUK'l, 1 

Sinithsouiaii  Institution, I 

Sothernn,  II.  <ic  Co.,  Louilon 1 

SprinjitleM  City  Lil)rary  Association, 1 

Staples,  Samui'l  K., 1 

State  Library,  Iowa. I 

State  Lunatic  Hospital,  Northampton 1 

Stephenson,  Thomas, 3 

Taber,  Charles  v^  Co., 1 

Taber,  IL  B., 1 

Taunton  Public  Library, 2 

Tliomsoil.  John  11. , 2  0 

rucker,  W.  W 1 

rurner  Free  Library,  Kandolph, 1 

L'nltcil  States  Government: 

liureau  of  Kdueation, 1 

Coast  Survey 1 

Department  of  State, 1 

Department  of  the  Interior, r>4 

Kn;;ineer  Department, 5 

Patent  <  )ince, 3 

Treasury  Department, 2 

War  Department, 1 

Wanl,  Klijah, 1 

Watertown  Public  Library, I 

Wrbb,  Illram 1 

Whitcher,  W.  F., 2 

Willey,  Henry, 1  i; 

Winchester,  C.  T., | 

Winchester  Home  for  .\i:ed  Women, 1 

Wtiburn  Pul)lic  Library, 1 

Wooil,  HenrvT., I 

Wniulbrid-e,  W.  K., I 

Wnrcestc?r  Free  Library,    . j 

Wiirccster  Society  of  .\ntir|uify, .  1 

Yoiuii;;  Men's  .Vssociation,  liutfalo, 1 

Foibrs,  Mrs.  John  M.     Water  culnr  painting  of  the  llaiiilplautof  Mex- 
ico (CJii'iro^tcmon  platanoides,)  by  Mrs.  T.  E.  M.  Wfailc. 
L«-lic,  Lilmnnil  N.     Plan  of  a  cemetrry,  drawn  by  Capt.  David  Leslie. 
Nyr,  { Jlileon,  Jr.     Bulletin  Mensuol  Ue  la  Society irAcclliuatatiou,  1877. 
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NEW  BEDFORD : 

UERCURr  PUBLISHING  COMPANT,  PRINTERS  TO  THE  CITT. 

1879. 


Offidei^^  of  tl\e  I^i^ee  f^ublid  I<ibi^kfy 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1879. 


TRUSTEES. 

Ex-officUt.     Term  expires  January^  1880. 

WILLIAM  T.  SOULE,  Mayor  of  the  City. 
ROBERT  W.  TABER,  President  of  the  Common  Council. 
EBEN  C.  MILLIKEX,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  City  Council 
on  Public  Instruction. 

Elected  by  the  City  Council. 

ABRAHAM  II.  HOWLAND,  Jr.,  Term  expires  January,  1880. 

S.  GRIFFrrrS  morgan.  Term  expires  January,  1880. 

GEORGE  H.  DUNBAR,  Term  expires  January,  1881. 

GEORGE  UOWLAND,  Jr.,  Term  expires  January,  1881. 

EDWIN  DEWS,  Term  expires  January,  1882. 

CHARLES  H.  riERCE,  Term  expires  January,  1882. 

I'RESIDKNT  OF  THE  BOARD. 

THE  MAYOR. 


CLERK. 

GEORGE  H.  DUNBAR. 


COMMITTEES. 

On  the  Library — Tlio  Mayor,  Geo.  Howland,  Jr.,  Morgan  and  Pierce. 
On  the  Building—'Mc8RT6.  Millilien  and  Taber. 

On  Binding  and  Blanks— Messrs.  Abraham  H.  Howland,  Jr.,  and  Dunbar. 
On  the  Museum— "Messrs,  Morgan,  Dews  and  Pierce. 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  TUE  LIBRARY. 

GEORGE  II.  DUNBAR. 


LIBRARIAN. 

ROBERT  C.  INGRAHAM. 


ASSISTANT  LIBRARIANS. 

JOSEPHINE  A.  MERRICK,  MARY  E.  BROWN. 


REPORT. 
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To  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  New  Bedford: 

Gentlemen, — ^Tho  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library 
respectfully  submit  their  Twenty-seventh  Annual  Report  J— - 
That  the  library  has  not  only  lost  none  of  its  hold  upon 
the  public  mind,  but  is  growing  in  popular  favor,  is  making 
II  deeper,  stronger  and  a  more  lasting  impression  upon  our 
people,  is  clearly  mdicated  by  the  following  statistics  of  its 
operations  for  the  year  1878  : 

Whole  number  of  books  taken  cluiin<^  the  year,  72,894 

Daily  average  of  volumes  delivereil.  237 

Tot<il  number  of  curds  issued,  1G,649 

Increase  over  last  year,  777 

Volumes  added  during  the  year,  exclusive  of  periodicals. 

By  purchase,  1,2^^7 

By  gifts,  ISG  vols.,  355  pamphlets. 

Total  number  of  books  in  the  library,  3S,000 

Xumber  of  newspapers  on  the  stand.  14 

Number  of  periodicals  on  the  tables,  104 

Wo  have  not  the  data  on  which  to  base  an  exact  classifica- 
tion of  the  books  taken  frojii  the  library  during  the  year^ 
)>nt  the  librariau  makes  the  following  estimate  : 

Theology  and  Philosophy. . .  ^ « 3        per  cent* 

Law,  rolitics,  etc., * 2  '• 

Science  and  Useful  Arts, 3  '' 

History, 3.5 

Biography, . .  * • jI.o  *' 

Voyages  and  Travels 4  *• 

Prose  I'iction, 73  *• 

Poetr}',  Drama  and  Literary  Miscellanies 7.5  ** 

Fine  Arts, i * 0i5  " 
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We  repeat  in  substance,  and  with  increasiug  carnestucss, 
what  has  been  said  in  the  last  four  annual  reports  of  the 
Trustees,  in  regard  to  the  absolute  necessity  for  more  room 
and  better  accommodations  for  the  library.  The  libniry 
building  is  not,  as  some  may  suppose,  simply  a  store  house, 
with  a  given  number  of  cubic  feet  of  shelf-room  and  capable 
of  accommodating  an  equal  number  of  cubic  feet  of  books. 
The  library  in  order  to  be  useful,  to  accomplish  all  the  good 
of  which  it  is  capable,  must  have  the  books  it  contains  care- 
fully arranged  and  properly  classified. 

System  is  as  essential  in  the  management  of  a  library  as 
it  is  in  any  department  of  the  city  government,  or  in  any  in- 
stitution, business  or  employment,  individual  or  corporate. 

Each  class  of  books  should  have  not  onlv  room  cnousrh 
upon  the  shelves  for  present  accommodation,  but  also  for 
future  increase. 

A  wise  city  government  forecasts  the  future  and  prepares 
for  it.     It  should  do  so  in  regard  to  the  library. 

The  time  has  arrived,  in  our  opinion,  when  the  library, 
for  present  and  future  use  requires  the  whole  of  the  library 
building,  and  we  respectfully  but  earnestly  ask,  that  the 
offices  located  upon  the  first  floor  of  the  library  building 
be  removed  at  as  early  a  date  as  is  convenient,  and  the 
whole  buildin<]:  be  devoted  to  the  librarv. 

What  shall  be  done  with  the  offices?  We  would  respectful- 
ly suggest,  that  without  a  large  expense,  a  building  for  their 
accommodation  could  be  erected  on  the  vacant  lot  owned 
by  the  city  east  of  the  library  building.  Wo  shall  lie 
pleased  to  have  you  give  this  subject  early  attention,  and  wc 
are  satisfied  that  a  close  and  thorough  investigation  wil' 
confirm  the  views  and  opinions  we  have  expressed. 

You  will  permit  us  to  again  call  your  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  City  Treasurer  has  not  yet  credited  the  library  ac- 
count with  *Hho  interest  upon  its  proportion  of  tho  Sylvia 
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Ann  Howland  fund  from  the  date  it  was  received  by  the 
City  Treasurer  to  the  date  of  the  city  ordinance  regulating 
the  bequest." 

The  interest  amounts  to  about  twenty-five  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars.  The  Trustees  believe  this  interest, 
by  every  principle  of  law,  equity  and  justice  belongs  to  the 
library  and  should  at  once  be  credited  to  its  account. 

The  City  Solicitor  in  a  written  opinion  dated  Dec.  19, 
1876,  confirms  the  views,  in  this  regard,  held  by  the  Trus- 
tees. 

If  this  debt  or  interest  had  been  due  to  a  bank,  or  an  in- 
dividual, it  would  have  been  promptly  paid.  Why  should  it 
not  have  been  as  promptly  paid  when  due  to  the  librarj'' 
funds?  The  obligation  is  the  same.  We  can  assign  no  rea- 
son for  the  delay  but  inadvertaucy. 

The  late  Oliver  Crocker,  keenly  alive  to  the  wants  and 
necessities  of  the  people,  Avatchfiil  of  their  interest  and  ever 
ready  to  aid  and  assist  them  by  any  method  or  manner 
tending  to  promote  their  comfort  and  happiness,  and  highly 
appreciating  the  influence  for  good,  which  intellectual  culture 
exerts  upon  the  habits  and  character  of  the  people,  Avith  wise 
generosity  gave  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  to  the 
Free  Public  Library.  With  great  pleasure  the  Trustees  re- 
ceived this  thoughtful  and  liberal  bequest,  and  with  grateful 
hearts  have  acknowledged  its  receipt. 

In  the  appendix  will  be  found  a  detailed  statement  of  our 
receipts  and  expenditures  during  the  past  year,  a  full  state- 
ment of  the  present  condition  of  the  several  trust  funds, 
and  a  list  of  donations  received,  with  the  names  of  the  do- 
nors. 

In  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 

George  B.  Richmond, 

President. 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  CONCEKNING  THE  FREE 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY  FOR  1878. 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  LIBRAIMAX. 

187^*. 
Jan.  1st.    Cash  on  band,  $117.77 

Receipts  from  books  lost  and  sales  of  <;atalogue$  and 

bulletins,  6.80 

Fines,  242.76 


$307.3:1 

Paid  for  Books, 

802.2o 

Expressage. 

Stationery, 

Incidentals, 

30.43 
20.80 
26.14 

r.  0.  box  and  postage; 

23.15 

1879. 

Catalogues, 

Binding, 

Directory, 

6.50 
6.00 
2.00 

Jan.  Isti 

Balance  in  hands  of  librarian^ 

152.00 

•307.33 

TRUSTEES*  KEPORT.  9 

FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  A(X;OUNT. 

1878. 

>^anuai7  1.   Cash  on  hand,  $287.71 

34.    One  half  net  receipts  from  dog  licenses,  762.21 

April      13.    Annual  appropriation >  3,000.00 


approved  January  26, 

February  23, 

April  1, 

June  29, 

July  30, 

October  1, 

-«k 

December  28, 

$4,019.92 

$127.03 

35.63 

862.17 

777.98 

8.87 

819.82 

770.98 

3,402.48 

Balance  unexpended  January  1,  $647.44 

TRUST  FUND  ACCOUNTS, 

Jan  1, 1878.    Balances  on  hand : 

Sylvia  Ann  Uowland  Aind,  $10,722.02 

George  Howland,Jr»,    **  293.17 

Charles  W.  Morgan,       ^*  156.74 

James  B.  Congdon,       **  21.25 

$11,193.18 
SYLVIA  ANN  HOWLAND  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  FUND. 

1878. 

Jan.    1st.  Unexpended  balance  of  income,  $10,722.02 

July   1st.  Six  monthsMntcrest,  1,500.00 

Dec.  31st.           **              *•  1,500.00 

$13,722.02 
Bills  approved  (for  periodicals,  boolcs  and  binding)  viz : 

January,  $79.81 

February  23d,  504.12 

April  1st,  296.24 

AprU  27th,  274.31 

May  25th,  133.13 

June  29th,  201.39 

July  30th,  107.43 

October  1st,  478.72 

October  26th,  164.31 

November  30th^  92.01 

December  28t^  382.98     2,714.45 

$11,007  J^7 
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The  detailed  statement  of  expenditure  ft*om  the  income  of  this  fund 
is  as  follows : 

Sylvander  Ilutehinson,  $415.96 

James  M.  Lawton,  Jr.,  408.72 

John  Allyn,  333.86 

New  England  Subscription  Agency.  187.66 

Scribner,  Welford  &  Armstrong,  170.07 

Periodicals,  165.99 

American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  140.00 

David  G.  Francis,  138.83 

Edwin  Dews,  127.73 

Charles  L.  Woodward,  89.38 

United  States  Patent  Office,                                     *  50.00 

Little,  Brown  &  Co.,  46.90 

Robert  Clark  &  Co.,  45.30 

J.  W.  Bouton,  36.00 

National  Subscription  Agency,  29.25 

CoUhis  &  Alien,  28.93 

Houghton,  Osgood  &  Co.,  28.00 

G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons,  27.53 

Noyes,  Snow  &  Co.,  26.00 

Scribner  &  Welford  22.25 

G.  E.  Littlefield,  17.75 

IJniversalist  Publishing  House,  16.63 

E.  Steiger,  •  14.88 
A.  L.  Luyster,  14.00 
J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.,  10.63 
George  W.  Littlefield,  9.50 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  9.00 
William  B.  Hammond,  9.00 
Carl  Schoenhof,  8.60 
Mercury  Publishing  Company,  6.00 
Cambridge  Entomological  Club,  6.00 
Edmund  Anthony  &  Sons,  6.00 
Charles  Scribner'e  Sons.  5.40 
William  Howe,  5.36 
American  Journal  of  Mathematics^  5.00 
Herbarium  of  Harvard  University,  5.00 

F.  B.  Perkins,  5.00 
F.  Leypoldt,  5.00 
Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  5.00 
D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  5.00 
Town  of  Sutton,  4.00 

Boston  Society  of  Natural  HlstOT^t  -3.50 


trustees'  report.  11 

p.  S.Drake  &  Co..  3,50 

Almy,  Milne  &  Co.,  3.00 

E.  P.  Raymonil,  3.00 

William  Ciishiiig,  :2.o9 

S.  E.  Cassino,  2.50 

Schoeiihof  &  Moeller,  2.00 

Oliver  Ditson  &  Co.,  2.00 

Gcor<;e  Dinimock,  1.25 

82J14.45 

GEORGE  IIOWLAND  JUNIOR  FUND. 
1S78, 

Jan.  1st.    Uiiexpcndec]  balance  of  income,  $293. 17 

One  year's  interest,  06.00 

6389.17 
CHARLES  W.  MORGAN  FUND. 
1878. 

Jan.lst^    Unexpended  balance  of  income,  8156.74 

One  year's  interest,  60.00 

$216.74 

JAMES  B.  CONGDON  FUND. 

1878. 

Jan.  Ist^    Unexpended  balance  of  income,  21.25 

Interest  omitted  in  1877  acconnt,  6.17 

One  year's  Interest,  30.00 

857.42 
OLIVER  CROCKER  FUND. 
1879. 

Jan.  1st.    Interest  to  date,  4.50 

Total  unexpended  balances  in  the  control  of  the  Board  of  Trustees: 

1879. 

Jan.  1st,    Sylvia  Ann  Howland  Free  Public  Library  fund,  811,007.57 

George  Rowland  Junior  fund,  389.17 

Charles  W.  Morgan            ''  .216.74 

James  B.  Congdon              '*•  57.42 

Oliver  Crocker                    *•  4.50 


$11,675.40 


ABRAHAM  H.  HOWLAND,  Jr., 

Clerk  of  the^ Board  of  Trustees. 
Freb  Public  Lidrarv,  Jan.  1, 1879. 
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Volumes.   Pamphleti^ 

Aiucrlcnii  Antiquarian  Societ)r,  Worcester, .  •  ^ *  2 

American  Philosophical  Society,  Philadelphia, 2           2 

Anierican  Unitarian  AssocKition, ^»* *  3           1 

Apprentices  Library,  New  York, • • * .  2 

Bell,  W.S., 1 

Bodley,  Rachel  L..  Philadelphia, -  ^  2 

Boston ,  City  of, * * * 1 

Boston  Public  Library, ^ 0 

Bradlce.  Rev.  C.  D.,  Boston,  33  broadsides, d 

Brigfgs,  Samuel, *. 1 

BrookVnie  Public  Library, .  w* \ 

Brownell,  T.  Frank, .  -  /. 1 

Bnckminster,  Joseph *^ 2           G 

Butler  Hospital  for  the  insane, •  • 1 

Chicago  Public  Library * .  * * 1 

Childs,  Geo.  W.,  Philadelphia, • 2 

( 'ongdon,  James  B..  r ^ 3 

Conner,  William, . . » * 1 

Crapo,   William  W„ * 15 

Crunilen,  Frederick M.,  r.^ < 1 

Dayton,  Ohio,  Public  Library,  ...  * 1 

De  Costa,  Rev.  Benj.  F.,  New  York  City 1 

Denham,  Edward. .  * . « ^^ ....  ^ I^ 

Pemiison,  T.  R *..... ^.  2 

Dews,  Edwin,  ....*. 44 

l>cxter,  Franklin  B., « r..^.  % 

i>lmim)ck,  G., ' 1 

Dunbar,  George  H .^ .^ . . . .  12(^ 

Durfey,  Richard  T * 2 

Emery,  £dwin, * . .  * % 

Fall  River,  Committee  on  the  Centennial  History  of,  1 

Fall  River  F:^Uic  Library, 1 
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Farringtou,  William  H., 1         20 

Financial  Reform  Association, 

Fletcher  Free  Public  Library,  Burlington,  Vt.,. . . 

Flint,  CliarlesL., 4 

Friends'  Free  Reading  Room,  Germantown,  

Garfield,  J.  A., 

Hammond,  Rev.  William  B., 

Hartford  Library  Association, 

Harvard  University,  Cambridge, 

Haverhill  Public  Library, 1 

Rowland,  George,  Jr., 

Hutchinson,  S., 26 

Jay,  William, 1 

Johns  Hopkins  Hospital,  Baltimore, '. . . . 

Keene,  Ebenezer  S.,  14  newspapers. 

King,  F.  T., 

Knowlton,  Hosea  M., 7 

Lancaster  Library  Committee, 

Lawrence  Public  Library, 

Lawton,  James  M.,  Jr., 1 

Lee,  L.  A., 

Leslie,  E.  N.,  2  MS.  letterF. 

Library  Company,  Philadelph  ia, .t 

Lowell  City  Library, 

Lynn  Public  Library, 

Marble,  Manton, 

Massachusetts  Society  for  the  prevention  of  cruelty  to 

animals, 

Massachusetts,  State  of, C 

Matthes,  Dr.  G.  Felix, 3 

Memorial  Hall  Library,  Andover, 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  New  York  City, 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  San  Francisco, 

Mercantile  Library  Company,  Philadelphia, 

Moulton,  L.  F., I 

Xew  Bedtord,  City  of, 1 

Newton  Free  Library, 

Nicholson,  W.  T.,  Providence, I 

Peabod}'  Institute,  Baltimore, 

Providence  Athenajum, 

Putnam*s  Sons,  G.  P., 1 

Queen,  James  W.  &  Co., 

Quint,  Rev.  Alonzo  H., 

Reed,  B.  F.  H., 2         2] 


14  TRUSTI3:8'   REPORT. 

Rice,  Roswell,  Cambridge,  N.  Y.,  6  broadsides. 

RIcketson,  Daniel, ] 

Ricketsou,  John  H 1 

Roberts,  Rev.  0.  A 11 

Rodman,  Edmund, 12 

Rotcb,   William, 2 

St.  Louis  School  Board, 2 

Spare,  John 1 

Sprinpffield  City  Library, 1 

Staples,  S.  E 1 

State  Lunatic  Hospital,  Northampton,  Mass., 1 

Taber,  Charles  &  Co., 1 

Taber,  Francis, 5 

Taunton  Public  Library, 1           a 

TKK>mson,  John  H., 6           5 

Thomson,  Peter  G., 1 

Totten,  Mrs.  Elizabeth,  Military  Maps. 

United  Stales  Bureau  of  Education, 1           5 

Bureau  of  Engineers,  Military  Maps. 
Military  Maps^ 

Geological  Atlas, » 

Department  of  the  Interior, 53 

Department  of  State, « 1           I 

Department  of  the  Treasury, 2 

Department  of  War,  Military  Maps. 

Patent  Office, 4 

University  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia , 1 

Watertovvn  Public  Library, 1 

Whitney,  D.  R., 1 

Wllley,  Henry, 2 

Wilmington  Institute, 1 

Winchester  Home  for  Aged  Women, 1 

Woburn,  Town  of, 1 

Woodward,  Charles  L., 1         17 

Worcester  Free  Public  Library, 1 

Wright,  R.  J.,  Philadelphia, 1 

Young  Men's  Association,  Buffalo, 1 


/ 
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NEW  BEDFORD: 
E.  Antuont  a  Sons,  Prdttsbs  to  tbs  Citt. 

1880. 


Officers  of  the  Free  Public  Library 

FOR   THE   YEAR   1880. 


TRUSTERS. 

Ex  officio.     Terms  expire  January ^  1881. 

WILLIAM  T.  SOULE,  Mayor  of  the  City. 
ROBERT  W.  TABER,  President  of  the  Common  ConncII. 
THOMAS  W.  COOK,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  City  Council 
on  Public  Instrnction. 

Elected  by  the  City  Council. 

GEORGE  H.  DUNBAR,  Term  expires  January,  1881. 

GEORGE  ROWLAND,  Jr.,  Term  expires  January,  1881. 

EDWIN  DEWS,  Term  expires  January,  1882. 

CHARLES  H.  PEIRCE,  Term  expires  January,  1882. 

ABRAHAM  H.  ROWLAND,  Jr.,  Term  expires  January,  1883. 

CHARLES  H.  GIFFORD,  Term  expires  January,  1883. 


PRRSIDBNT  OF  THE  BOARD. 

THE  MAYOR. 


CLERK. 

GEORGE  H.  DUNBAR. 


COMMITTBES. 


On  the  Library—The  Mayor,  Geo.  Rowland,  Jr.,  Dews  and  Peirce. 

On  the  Building— Messrs.  Cook  and  Taber. 

On  Binding  and  B^anArs— Messrs.  Cook  and  Taber. 

On  tJie  Museum— Messrs.  Giflfbrd,  Dews  and  Peirce. 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

GEORGE  H.  DUNBAR. 


LIBRARIAN. 

ROBERT  C.  INGRAHAM. 


ASSISTANT  UBRARIAK8. 

JOSEPHINE  A.  MERRICK,  MART  E.  BROWN, 

SUSIE  R.  GAMMONS. 


EEPOET. 


To  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  New  Bedford : 

Gentlemen, — ^In  presenting  you  this  the  twenty-eighth 
annual  report  of  the  institution  under  our  charge,  we  can 
but  reiterate  the  statements  of  previous  reports,  that  the 
library  continues  to  carry  forward  successfully  the  work 
for  which  it  was  established. 

STATISTICS. 

Whole  number  of  books  taken  from  the  library  during 
the  year,  seventy-five  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight. 

Daily  average  of  volumes  delivered,  two  hundred  and 
forty-five. 

Total  number  of  cards  issued  up  to  the  present  time, 
seventeen  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty-three,  an  in- 
crease over  last  year  of  eight  hundred  and  four. 

There  have  been  added  to  the  library  during  the  year, 
by  purchase,  thirteen  hundred  and  twenty  volumes ;  by 
donation,  ninety-three,  and  fourteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  pamphlets. 

Total  number  of  volumes  in  the  library,  about  thirty- 
nine  thousand  four  hundred. 

There  are  eighteen  newspapers  received,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  reviews  and  magazines. 

Of  the  books  taken,  the  percentage  of  fiction  shows  a 
slight  decrease,  with  a  corresponding  increase  in  other 
departments. 


6  trustees'  report. 

During  the  past  year  the  demand  for  solid  reading  has 
beeii  greater  than  ever  before,  and  the  use  of  reference 
books  in  the  library  has  largely  increased. 

CHANGE  OF  HOURS. 

By  employing  a  third  assistant,  we  have  been  able  to 
keep  the  library  open  from  nine  a.  m.  to  nine  p.  m.  Prior 
to  the  change  the  doors  were  closed  two  hours  at  noon, 
and  also  from  six  to  seven  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  This 
has  been  a  great  accommodation  to  the  public,  but  more 
especially  to  the  readers  of  the  periodicals  and  to  those  of 
our  citizens  who  reside  beyond  the  more  compact  parts  of 
the  city. 

BOOKS  ADDED. 

The  accessions,  apart  from  some  volumes  on  art,  local 
history  and  genealogy,  many  of  these  requiring  the  ser- 
vices of  the  binder,  have  been  published  from  time  to 
time  in  the  newspapers.  Among  them  may  be  noticed 
the  following :  Brugsch-Bey's  Egj'pt  under  the  Pharaohs  ; 
Butcher's  Ecclesiastical  calendar ;  Clifford's  Lectures  and 
Essays ;  Gallatin's  Writings ;  Gegenbauer's  Comparative 
anatomy ;  Koscher's  Political  economy ;  Guizot's  France, 
English  edition ;  with  Martin's  continuation,  published 
by  Estes  &  Lauriat ;  Guizot's  England  ;  Hackel's  Evolu- 
tion of  man  ;  Herr  s  Primeval  Switzerland ;  Kemp's  Yacht 
designing;  Lorenz's  Catalogue  g^u^ral  de  la  librairie 
fran^aise,  1840-75  ;  McClintock  and  Strong's  Cyclopaedia 
of  Biblical  Literature ;  Moli^re's  Works,  translated  by 
Van  Laun,  and  the  same  translated  by  Wall ;  Rimbaud's 
Russia ;  Gentleman's  Magazine,  1731-1874. 

GIFTS, 

A  full  list  of  books  presented  is  given  in  the  Appendix. 
From  Mr.  Charles  Congdon,  of  Staten  Island,  New  York, 
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whoso  name  has  frequently  appeared  in  our  reports  as  a 
donor  of  valuable  books,  we  have  received  a  number  of 
privately  printed  books,  local  histories,  etc.,  including  a 
set  of  the  publications  of  the  Bradford  Club. 

Mr.  Wm.  H.  Farrington  has  supplied  us  regularly  with 
the  Transactions  of  the  American  society  of  civil  engin- 
eers, and  has  given  us  many  valuable  pamphlets. 

To  Messrs.  E.  and  B.  Anthony  we  are  indebted  for  a 
large  collection  of  pamphlets,  many  of  them  of  local  in- 
terest ;  and  to  Mr.  Andrew  M.  Howland  for  books,  pam- 
l^hlets  and  periodicals. 

Mr.  Gideon  Nye,  of  Canton,  China,  has  sent  us,  since 
1872,  the  Bulletin  mensuel  de  la  soci^t6  d'acclimatation. 

From  Mrs.  Pickering  we  have  received  The  Chrono- 
logical History  of  Plants,  the  work  of  her  late  husband, 
Charles  Pickering,  m.  d. 

From  Mr.  E.  N.  Leslie,  of  Skaneateles,  N.  Y.,  we  have 
a  MS.  copy  of  Watts's  Hymns,  a  notice  of  which  will  be 
found  in  the  Appendix. 

JANITOR. 

The  need  of  a  special  janitor  for  the  library  building  is 
so  manifestly  apparent  that  the  Trustees  feel  constrained 
to  present  the  case  for  the  consideration  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil. They  respectfully  ask  that  measures  be  taken  to  pro- 
cure the  services  of  a  responsible  person  to  fill  this  im- 
portant position,  one  on  whom,  the  care  of  much  valuable 
property  will  devolve. 

The  Committee  on  Public  Property,  on  whom  the  duty 
of  selection  will  properly  fall,  will,  we  think,  be  fully  8*it- 
isfied  of  the  need  of  such  an  officer,  if  they  will  give  the 
subject  the  careful  investigation  its  importance  demands. 

Submitted  in  behalf  of  the  Trustees. 

William  T.  Soule, 

President  of  the  Board. 


APPENDIX. 


FINANCIAL    STATEMENT    CONCERNING    THE 
FREE  PUBLIC  LliSRARY  FOR  1879. 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 

1879. 

Jan.  Ist.    Cash  on  hand,  f  152.06 
Receipts  from  books  lost  and  sales  of  catalogues, 

boUetins  and  paper  stock,  28.03 

Fines,  211.04 


•391.13 


Paid  for  Books,  ^53.99 

Expressage,  firclght,  jobbing,  31.11 

Stationery,  23.89 

P.  O.  box  and  postage,  19.50 

Binding  and  paper  catting,  14.59 

Incidentals,  31.01 
1880. 

Jan.  1st.    Balance  in  hands  of  Librarian,  217.04      9391.13 

FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  ACCOUNT. 
1879. 

Jan.  1st.    Cash  on  hand,  #647.44 

24.    One  half  net  receipts  fk-om  dog  licenses,  759.72 

April.        Annual  appropriation,  8,400.00 


$4,807.16 

Bills  approved  January  81,  $19.62 

March  31,  904.16 

May  3,  37.55 

June  30,  844.50 

July  31,  56.65 

September  30,  850.45 

October  31,  275.82 

December  1,  108.16 

December  31,  464.2«     8,555.65 


Balance  unexpended  January  1st,  1880,  $1,251.51 
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trust  fund  accounts. 

1879,  Jan.  1st.    Balances  on  hand : 


Sylvia  Ann  Howland  Fund,  f  1 1 ,007.57 

George  Howland  Jr.  Fund,  889.17 

Charles  W.  Morgan  Fund,  216.74 

James  B.  Congdon  Fund,  57.42 

Oliver  Crocker  Fund,  4.50 


911,675.40 

SYLVIA  ANN  HOWLAND  FREE   PUDUC   LIBKABY  FUND. 
1879. 

Jan.     1st.    Unexpended  balance  of  income,  911,007.57 

July    Ist.    Six  months'  interest,  1,500.00 

Dec.  31st.    Six  months'  interest,  1,500.00 


fl4,007.57 

Bills  approved. 

(for  books,  periodicals  and  binding,)  viz. : 

January  31, 

9174.24 

February  28, 

146.40 

March  31, 

178.64 

May  3, 

102.67 

May  81, 

248.56 

June  30, 

384.97 

July  81, 

208.50 

September  5, 

158.84 

September  30, 

804.47 

October  31, 

177.84 

December  1, 

242.76 

December  31, 

277.67      2,644.56 

•11,463.01 

The  detailed  statement  of  expenditure  from  the  income  of  this  fund 
is  as  fbllows : 

Q.  F.Collins,  f41.1l 

Mercury  Publishing  Co.,  10.00 

G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons,  30.76 

Scribner  &  Welford,  229.81 

American  Catalogue,  5.00 

James  M.  Lawton,  Jr.,  421.64 

William  A.  Emerson,  2.50 

S.  Hutchinson,  482.80 

New  England  Subscription  Agency,  126.92 

B 
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Library  Joarnal, 

Carl  Schoenhof, 

Hougbton,  Osgood  &  Co., 

Eben  P.  RaymoDd, 

Edwin  Dews, 

J.  Munsell, 

J.  S.  Greene, 

David  G.  Francis, 

Massacbasetts  Historical  Society, 

Oliver  Ditson  &  Co., 

Henry  C.  McCoolt, 

F.  Leypoldt, 
Little,  Brown  &  Co., 
Essex  Institute, 

£.  Antbony  &  Sous, 

J.  W.  Ronton, 

Boston  Society  of  Natural  History, 

A.  Welles, 

Jobn  Allyn, 

Estes  &  Lanrlat, 

American  Journal  of  Mathematics, 

A.  C.  Armstrong  &  Son, 

Cbarles  L.  Woodward, 

Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  Pbiladulpbia, 

G.  W.  CuUum, 

U.  S.  Patent  Office, 
George  £.  Littlefleld, 
Harvard  College  Library, 
Daniel  Roberts, 
Cbarles  Scribner's  Sons, 
C.  F.  Alden, 
James  H.  Hathaway, 
Noyes,  Snow  &  Co., 
A.  U.  Roffe  &  Co., 
Free  Public  Library, 


5.00 

53.02 

24.50 

8.00 

161.65 

27.89 

6.07 

82  10 

9.00 

1.08 

4.00 

3.00 

56.70 

5.50 

6.00 

25.40 

3.00 

5.00 

314.52 

83.00 

5.07 

10.00 

3.60 

5.00 

17.00 

25.00 

11.50 

4.00 

10.00 

48.34 

6.00 

82.11 

26.00 

148.79 

12.25 


GEOUOE  UOWLAMD  JR.   FUND. 


1879. 


Jan.  1st.    Unexpended  balance  of  income. 
One  year*s  interest. 


r-',544.56 


$389.17 
96.00 


John  Allyn'slbill, 


#485.17 
158.44 

#326.73 
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CHARLES  W.  MORGAN  FUND. 
1879. 

Jan.  Ist.    Unexpended  balance  of  income,  1^216.74 

One  year's  interest,  60.00 


9276.74 


JAMES  B.   CONGDON  VUND. 
1879. 


Jan.  Ist.    Unexpended  balance  of  income,  $57.42 

One  year's  Interest,  80.00 


•87.42 


OLIVER  CROCKER  FUND. 
1879. 


Jan.  1st.    Unexpended  balance  of  income,  $4.50 

One  year's  interest,  60.00 

864.50 

Total  unexpended  balances  in  the  control  of  the  Board  of  Trustees : 

1880. 

Jan.  1st.    Sylvia  Ann  Howland  Free  Public  Library  Fund,  911,463.01 

George  Howland  Jr.  Fund,  326.78 

Charles  W.  Morgan  Fund,  276. 74 

James  B.  Congdon  Fund,  87.42 

Oliver  Crocker  Fund,  64.60 

•12,218.40 

GEORGE  H.  DUNBAR, 

Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

Free  Public  Library,  Jan.  1st,  1880. 


THE  MANUSCRIPT  COPY  OF  WAHS'S  HYMNS. 


The  following  description  of  the  work  mentioned  on 
page  7th  appeared  in  the  New  Bedford  Mercury. 

A  CURIOUS  BOOK. 

Mr.  E.  N.  Leslie,  of  Skaneateles,  New  York,  who  Is  the  owner  of 
'*  many  a  quaint  and  carious  volume  of  forgotten  lore,**  has  in  his  pos- 
session a  complete  verbatim  et  literatim  et  punctuatim  copy  of  Watts's 
Hymns  in  manuscript,  now  something  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
years  old.  It  was  copied  with  a  goose  quill  pen,  simply  for  pastime, 
by  Mr.  John  Gerrish,  in  1727,  who  at  that  time  was  preceptor  in  a  lit- 
erary institution  in  Salem,  Mass.  This  book  is  of  the  exact  size  of 
the  original,  the  leaves  measuring  6^  Inches  in  length  by  3|  Inches  in 
width.  The  space  occupied  by  the  writing  on  each  page  is  8  by  5J 
inches,  and  the  entire  book  (exclusive  of  the  covers)  is  H  inches  in 
thickness.  The  pref&ce  occupies  23  pages,  the  hymns  cover  358  pages, 
and  the  **  index,  or  table  to  find  a  psalm  suited  to  particular  occasions," 
fills  6  pages.  There  is  also  a  beautiftil  pen-printed  table  of  contents 
of  8  pages.  The  volume  is  substantially  bound  in  calf,  and  shows 
that  the  successive  generations  through  whose  hands  it  has  passed 
have  handled  it  with  great  care,  as  it  is  now  in  nearly  as  good  a  state 

of  preservation  as  it  was  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago. 

********        *••*        •* 

John  Gerrish  was  born  in  Salem,  Mass.,  June  23d,  1698.  Mr.  Leslie 
is  the  only  living  descendant  of  John  Gerrish,  the  copyist. 

This  notice  attracted  the  attention  of  Mr.  Congdon. 
He  immediately  wrote  to  Mr.  Leslie,  who  is  the  son  of 
Capt.  David  Leslie,  formerly  of  New  Bedford,  asking  him 
to  present  the  book  to  the  library.  He  found  that  Mr. 
Leslie  had  already  offered  it  to  Mr.  John  Ward  Dean  for 
the  library  of  the  New  England  Historic,  Genealogical 
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Society ;  but  Mr.  Dean  kindly  relinquished  his  claim,  and 
the  work  was  sent  to  Mr.  Congdon  and  handed  by  him  to 
the  Trustees,  together  with  his  extensive  correspondence 
with  Mr.  Leslie,  containing  many  items  of  personal  and 
local  interest. 

We  give  below  a  portion  of  this  correspondence,  Dr. 
Bowditch's  letter,  and  the  document  referred  to  by  Mr. 
Leslie.  Also  a  few  genealogical  notes  inserted  in  the 
volume  by  Mr.  Leslie. 

FROM  MR.  LESLIE  TO  JAMES  B.  CONGDON. 

Skanbatblbs,  April  7th,  1879. 
James  B,  Congdon^  Esq, : 

My  Esteemed  Friend, — I  am  Just  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  2d  inst. 
I  send  you  lierewith  the  <*old  book," — aiso  send  a  letter  written  by 
Nathaniel  Bowditch,  of  Salem,  to  my  father,  In  the  year  1808,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  total  eclipse  of  the  son,  which  took  place  previous  to  that 
year.  I  had  quite  a  series  of  letters  nrom  him,  which  I  sent  to  the 
Salem  Institute  in  Salem.  I  also  send  a  local  document,  which  may 
be  Interesting  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

With  my  kind  regards  and  esteem, 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

E.  Norman  Lbslib. 

FROM  JAMES  B.  CONGDON  TO  THE  TRUSTEES. 

Nbw  Bbdford,  1 18  CouKTT  Strbbt, 

4th  month  30th,  1879. 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library: 

My  Friends, — I  hand  yon  a  volume,  which,  in  the  corres'pondence 
which  accompanies  this  note.  Is  called  the  '*  Carious  Book.**  You  will 
see  by  the  letters  the  character  of  the  book  and  the  name  of  the  gen- 
erous donor. 

It  is  certainly  a  wonderful  chirographical  achievement.  It  is  gratl- 
i^ing  to  me  to  have  been  instrumental  in  procuring  It  for  the  library. 

I  send  the  papers  and  letters,  as  they  are  of  some  interest  independ- 
ent of  their  connection  with  the  '*  Curious  Book.*' 

With  the  highest  regard. 

Jambs  B.  Conodok. 
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dr.  bowditch's  letter. 

Salem,  Aag.  13,  1808. 
Capt,  David  Leslie : 

Dear  Sir, — In  my  answer  to  your  polite  favour  of  the  18th  alt.  I  for- 
got to  request  of  you  the  names  of  the  persons  who  obsenred  on  the 
N.  £.  part  of  Nashewena,  and  as  in  all  the  observations  I  shall  com- 
ma nicate  to  the  Academy  I  shall  endeavor  to  mention  the  names  of  the 
observers,  it  will  be  agreeable  to  mc  to  procure  them. 

Since  I  wrote  you  I  have  procured  some  observations  made  at  Fal- 
mouth, in  some  parts  of  which  the  eclipse  was  not  total ;  from  which 
it  would  follow  that  the  error  of  the  lunar  tables  in  latitude  was  only 
3  sec.  instead  of  7  or  8  sec,  as  appears  by  the  Vermont  observations 
and  those  you  have  ftirnished  me.  For  farther  information  on  the 
subject,  I  am  now  endeavoring  to  procure  observations  made  on  the 
eastern  part  of  the  Cape  land  about  Eastham  or  Chatham,  to  find  nearly 
that  part  where  the  southern  part  of  the  shadow  quitted  our  continent. 
It  would  be  conferring  an  additional  favour  if  you  could  assist  in  this 
business,  and  also  if  you  could  ascertain  whether  the  eclipse  was  total 
on  the  mo9t  northern  point  of  the  Vineyard.  I  have  written  to  W. 
Folger,  Esq.,  on  this  subject,  but  am  quite  uncertain  whether  he  can 
procure  the  observations  or  not. 

In  return  for  your  civilities,  I  should  be  happy  In  assisting  you  with 
any  information  you  may  want  Arom  this  quarter,  or  in  rendering  you 
any  service  in  my  power. 

Respectfully. 

Your  humble  servant, 

Nathl.  Bowditcu, 

of  Salem,  Mass. 

COLLECTOR  WESTON'S  ORDER  TO  CAPT.  LESLIE. 

Custom  House,  New  Bedford, 

January  12th,  1809. 
Capt.  Datid  Leslie  : 

You  having  charge  of  the  sloop  Exchange,  chartered  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  are  ordered  to  embrace  the  first  opportunity 
and  proceed  to  and  lay  and  cruise  in  the  ports  and  waters  of  Westport 
and  Dartmouth,  to  support  and  carry  into  execution  the  several  Acts 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  laying  an  Embargo. 
When  there  are  no  suspicious  vessels  in  those  waters,  and  when  yoo 
may  suspect  that  there  are  suspicious  vessels  in  Seconet  river  or  about 
the  adjacent  islands,  you  may  visit  them,  taking  special  care  that  you 
be  not  absent  so  f&r  or  so  long  Arom  the  above-named  ports  and  wmters 
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as  to  defeat  the  object  of  a  special  attention  to  the  ports  and  waters 
of  Dartmouth  and  Westport.  And  you  are  ordered  to  bring  to,  board, 
and  examine  all  vessels  that  yon  may  suspect  to  be  violating  the  laws ; 
and  you  are  authorized  to  bring  into  this  port,  for  Hirther  examination, 
all  vessels  that  you  may  find  violating  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 
And  you  are  to  have  for  wages  whatever  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
may  think  a  Just  and  reasonable  compensation ;  and  you  are  authorized 
to  employ  a  sufficient  number  of  good  men  on  as  reasonable  terms  as 
may  be,  to  navigate  and  worlL  said  vessel.  You  will,  in  providing  and 
dealing  out  provisions  to  the  people,  as  well  as  in  all  other  matters, 
observe  strict  economy,  and  conduct  in  such  manner  that  no  person 
shall  have  right  to  complain  of  your  treatment;  and  for  your  further 
government  In  the  use  of  arms  you  will  observe  the  102nd  section  of 
the  collection  Act,  and  the  several  Embargo  laws. 

ISAIAH  WESTON,  CoUr. 

gerrish  genealogy. 

[Note.]  The  notes  are  Arom  Savage's  Gen.  Diet  of  New  England;  Bist.  Coll.  of 
the  Essex  Institute,  v.  5;  Sewall's  Diary,  in  Coll.  Mats.  Hist.  Soc.,5th  s.,  v.  1;  and  the 
correspondence  of  Mr.  Leslie. 

(1.)  Capt.  Wm.  Gerrish  was  a  native  of  Bristol,  England.  He  came 
to  New  England  in  1640,  and  settled  at  Newbury,  Mass.  He 
married  Joanna  Oliver,  widow  of  John  Oliver,  April  17, 1664.* 
Her  maiden  name  was  Goodale.  She  died  June  18,  ]677.t 
He  married,  2d,  Ann  Sandy,  widow  of  John  Sandy,  and 
daughter  of  Richard  Parker  of  Bos  ton,  {  and  moved  to  Bos- 
ton in  1678.  He  was  taken  sick  in  the  Summer  of  1687,  and 
on  the  8d  of  August  he  was  carried  firom  his  home  in  Corn- 
hill  in  a  sedan  chair  to  a  boat  and  taken  to  Salem,  where  he 
died  Aug.  9.  His  fHends  thought  that  taking  him  to  Salem 
by  water  might  help  him.  He  was  buried  in  Capt.  Prince's 
[Price's]  tomb.§  He  had  ten  children,  all  by  his  first  wife,|| 
viz. : 

1-2.    William,  born  April  1,  1645;  died  July  16,  1683.^ 

•1645.    8.  fJaneli.    8. 

}  **  Widow,  I  suppose,  of  Jolin  Manning.**  Parker's  daughter  Ann  married  Jolin 
Manning,  and  their  daughter  Ann  married,  1669,  John  Sands  [or  Sandys.]    8. 

S  Thursday,  Aug.  11,  J  ride  to  Salem  with  Cousin  Savage  and  Mr.  Dering  to  the 
funeral  of  Capt.  Gerrish.  Major  Gedney,  Major  Brown,  Mr.  Hawthorn,  Weld,  De- 
ring and  self,  bearers.  Was  laid  in  Capt.  Price's  Tomb.  Capt  Winthrop,  Edward 
Tyng,  Mr.  Willard,  were  by  accident  there.  Mr.  Higginson,  WiUanl,  Noyes  had 
scarfs,  and  the  bearers.  Hardly  above  two  of  Newbury  there,  viz. :  Nath.  Clark, 
James  Smith.    [Sewall's  Diary.] 

II  Had  Henry  by  his  second  wife.    8. 

IT  Savage  makes  him  the  third  child,  bom  June  6, 1048;  died  May  10, 1683. 
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8.  John,  born  April  12,  1646;*  died  April  10,  1714. 

4.  Abigail,  bom  May  10,  1647. 

5.  Joseph,  bom  March  28,  1650;  died  Jan.  20,  ]720.t 

6.  Benjamin,  born  June  18,  1652 ;{  died  Jaly  2,  1718.§ 

7.  Elizabeth,  bom  Aug.  20,  1654.  || 

8.  Mosea,  born  May  9,  1656;  died  Dec.  4,  1694. 

9.  Mary,  bom  April  1,  1658. 

10.  Anna,  bom  Oct.  18,  1660. 

11.  Judith,  bora  Sept.  10,  1662. 

1-6.      Benjamin  Gerrish  was  collector  of  the  port  of  Salem.     He  mar- 
ried, Ist,  Hannah  Buck,  and  had— 
6-12.    Benjamin,  born  Aug.  25,  1677;  died  an  infant. 

13.  Hannah,  bom  Jan.  24,  1678. 

14.  Elizabeth,  bom  Jan.  8,  1681. 

15.  Benjamin,  bora  Jan.  17,  1688;  died  April  24,  1720. 
He  married,  2d,  Anna  Payne,  and  had — 

16.  Anna,  bora  Jan.  14,  1689. 

17.  John,  born  Dec.  12,  1691;  died  next  day. 

18.  Mary,  born  March  6,  1692 ;  died  same  year. 

19.  John,  born  March  7,  1694;  died  1695. 

He  married,  8d,  Elizabeth  Turner,  and  had— 

20.  John,  born  June  23,  1698. 

21.  Lydla,  born  Jan.  22,  1701. f 

22.  Eunice,  born  Aug.  19,  1704. 

6-20.    John  Gerrish  married  Sarah  Coney  (sic),**  and  had— 
20-28.    Mary. 

24.  Elizabeth. 

25.  John. 

20-25.    John  Gerrish  settled  in  New  Bedford,  where  he  kept  a  tav- 
ern on  Water  street.    He  married ,  and  had — 

25-26.    John. 
27.    Benjamin. 

*  May  12  or  15, 1646.    8.  fJan.  6.    8.  t  Jan*  IS.    S. 

§  April  2,  8. ;  April  24,  £.  Inst  ||  Sept.  10.    S.  IT  June  23,  £.  Inst. 

**  **  John,  bom  June  23, 1698,  married  Sarah  Cutler,  Stipt  11, 1735.  He  was  a  school, 
roaster  in  Salem  ftt>m  1724  to  1748  at  a  salary  or  £80  per  annum,  and  he  gave  such 
satisfaction  that  his  salary  was  increased  for  several  of  the  last  years  £17 10s.  There 
were  then  but  two  schools  within  the  main  body  of  the  town ;  Mr.  Nutting  taught  the 
other.  Master  Gerrish  was  as  Aimous  in  his  day  fbr  his  penmanship  as  Master 
Hacker  was  half  a  century  ago,  and  J  have  some  specimens  of  his  writing  which  do 
no  discredit  to  his  reputation.  The  house  in  which  he  resided  was  in  Cbuxch  street, 
and  has  been  known  in  our  day  as  the  Handy  House.  It  has  been  recently  demol. 
ishcd,  and  the  sit^  is  covered  with  the  City  Stable  and  Steam  Fire  Engine  Hoase. 
His  children  were  Mary,  bom  June  10, 1736;  Elizabeth,  bom  Dec.  5, 1737;  John,  bom 
April  24,  1744.  [Dicil  May  20, 1815,  in  the  75th  year  of  his  age.  N.  B.  Mercary.J  I 
know  no  more  of  them.**   Beqj.  F.  BroMme  in  Essex  Inst  Hist  OolL,  ▼.  6^  p.  S8. 
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28.  Sarah. 

29.  Mary,  died  in  New  York,  1839. 

30.  Susan,  born  1780;  died  Feb.  18,  1845,  in  New  Yorlc. 

25-28.  Sarah  Gerrish  married  John  Alexander  [and  had  two  chil- 
dren. One  died  mate  of  a  ship  in  the  East  Indies ;  the 
other,  Charles  Gerrish  Alexander,  was  in  1832  a  druggist's 
clerk  in  New  York.] 

25-29.  Mary  Gerrish  married  Preserved  Fish  in  New  Bedford.  No 
children.  [Mr.  Fish  was  born  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  July 
3,  1766;  died  in  New  York,  July  23,  1846.  In  1815  he 
formed  a  business  connection  in  New  York  with  Joseph 
Grinnell  of  New  Bedford.  The  firm  was  Fish  &  Grinnell. 
See  *'  Sketch  of  the  Life  of  the  late  Preserved  Fish,"  in 
Hunt's  Merchant's  Magazine,  vol.  15,  p.  582.] 

25-30.  Susan  Gerrish  married  [180G]  Capt.  David  Leslie.  [Of  her 
children,  Capt.  Henry  died  in  New  York,  April  19,  1847, 
aged  40;  Albert  died  in  1832;]  Edmund  Norman  Leslie, 
born  1817,  Is  the  only  surviving  member  of  this  branch  of 
the  family. 

[Dated]  Skaxbatrlbs,  Aug.  17,  1878. 
C 
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Tolames.  Pamphlets. 

American  Antlqaarlan  Society, 2 

American  Philosophical  Society, 1             1 

American  Unitarian  Association,  52  newspapers, . .  2 

Anthony,  E.  and  B., 2         484 

Apprentices'  Library,  New  Toric, 2 

Bodiey,  Rachel  L., 1 

Boston  Public  Library, 4 

Bowditch,  W.  J.,  1 

Bradlee,  Bev.  CD., 3 

Brookline  Public  Library,  1 

Brownell,  T.  Frank, 1 

Buckminster,  Joseph, 1 

Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane, 1 

Chicago  Public  Library, I 

Choate,  John  C,   1 

Cobden  Club, 1 

Congdon,  Charles,  3  autographs,  7  engravings,  ....  11             4 

Cougdon,  James  B., 3 

Connecticut  Board  of  Health, 1 

Crunden,  Frederick  M., 1 

Cushman,  Austin  S., 2 

Cutter,  Abram  E., I 

Davis,  Henry  V.,  MS.  volume  of  records,* 1 

Denham,  Edward, 3 

Dennison,  T.  R., 2 

Dews,  Edwin, 1 

Dimmock,  G., 1 

Dunbar,  George  H.,  21  newspapers, 88 

Durfey,  Richard  T., 3             9 

Emery,  Edwin, 43 

Farrington,  William  H., 22 

Fearing,  Andrew  C, 7 

Fletcher  Free  Library,  Burlington,  Vt., 1              1 

Flint,  Charles  L., 1 

*  ReconI  of  marriages  in  Dartmouth,  1781-1836,  by  Elder  Daniel  His.   Copied 
the  originals,  by  Thomas  M.  James. 
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Yolomes.  Pamphlets. 

Foster,  W.E., 1 

Franklin  Fire  Insarance  Company, 1 

Friends'  Free  Reading  Room,  Germantown, 2 

Garfield,  J.  A.,    1 

Greene,  Francis  B., 3         472 

Harris,  W.T., 1 

Hartford  Library  Association, 8 

Harvard  University,  Cambridge, 7 

Haverhill  Fnblic  Library,   1 

Herbert,  Charles, 1 

Hodges,  M.  F.,  1 

Howell,  Edward, 1 

Howgate,  H.  W.,  1 

Howland,  Andrew  M., 8         219 

Howland,  George,  Jr., 67 

Hutchinson,  S., 1 

Keen,  Ebenezer  S.,  2  newspapers. 

Knox,  John  Jay, 1 

Lancaster  Library  Committee, 1 

Lawrence  Fnblic  Library,  4 

Lawton,  James  M.,  Jr., » 4 

Lee,  Leslie  A., 1             4 

Leslie,  £.  N.,  MS.  volume  and  2  documents. 

Library  Company,  Philadelphia, 2 

Lindgreen,  Anthony, 1 

Lowell  City  Library, 1 

Lynn  Public  Library, 1 

McCalla  &  Stavely, 1 

McPhail,  H.  A.  C, 1             1 

Massachusetts  Documents : 

Public  Documents, 5 

Board  of  Health, 1 

Lunatic  Hospital,  Worcester, 1 

State  Library, 1 

Memorial  Hall  Library,  Andover, 1 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  Cincinnati, 1 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  New  York  city, . .  1 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  San  Francisco, ....  1 

Mercantile  Library  Company,  Philadelphia, 1 

Mercury  Publishing  Company, 2 

Morgan,  S.  Griffltts, 2 

Newton  Free  Library, 1 

Nye,  Gideon,  Jr., 1             1 

Page,  S.W., I 
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Palmer,  Dr.,  

Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore, 

PcrlsiDs  Institution  for  the  Blind, .... 

Piclseriug,  Sarah  S., 

Pope  Manufacturing  Company, 

Public  School  Library,  Cleveland, . . 

Rice,  Randall,  3  broadsides. 

Roberts,  Rev.  0.  A., 

Rotch,  William, 

Rodman,  Edmund, 

Rodman,  Thomas  R., 

Smithsonian  Institution, 

Sotheran,  H., 

Springfield  City  Library, 

Taber,  Charles  &  Co., 

Taunton  Public  Library, 

Thomson,  John  II.,  23  newspapers, 

Thomson,  Peter  G., 

United  States  Documents: 

Department  of  Agriculture, 

Bureau  of  Education, .■ 

Chief  of  Engineers, 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

Department  of  State, 

Department  of  the  Treasury, 

Department  of  War, 

Patent  Office, 

Wallis,  A.,  

Washburn,  W.  T., 

Waterhouse,  S., 

Wheaton,  Walter  F., 

Wilcox,  Thomas,  

Willcox,  David  B.,  1  MS. 

Willey,H., 

Wilmington  Institute,  Del., 

Winchester,  C.  T., 

Woodward,  Charles  L., 

Worcester  Public  Library, , 

Woburn  Library  Committee, 

Young  Men*s  Association,  Buflalo,... 
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TWENTY-NINTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


TRUSTEES 


OF  THE 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


OF   NEW    BEDFORD. 


NEW  BEDFORD: 

MBRCURT  PUBLISHING  COMPANY,  CITY    PRINTERS. 

1881. 


Officers  of  the  Free  Public  Library 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1881. 


TRUSTEES. 

Ex-officio,     Terms  expire  January^  1882. 

GEORGE  WILSON,  Mayor  of  the  City. 

ISAAC  B.  TOMPKINS,  Jr.,  President  of  the  Common  Council. 
THOMAS   H.  KNOWLES,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  Clt] 
Council  on  Public  Instruction. 

Elected  by  the  City  Council, 


EDWIN  DEWS, 
CHARLES  H.  PIERCE, 
ABRAHAM  H.  HOWLAND,  Jr., 
CHARLES  H.  GIFFORD, 
GEORGE  HOWLAND,  Jr., 
GEORGE  H.  DUNBAR, 


Term  expires  January,  1882 
Term  expires  January,  1882 
Term  expires  January,  1883 
Term  expires  January,  1883 
Term  expires  January,  1884. 
Term  expires  January,  1884 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  BOARD. 

THE  MAYOR. 


CLERK. 

GEORGE  H.  DUNBAR, 


COMMITTEES. 

On  the  Library— The  Mayor,  George  Howland,  Jr.,  Pierce  and  Knowlefl 
On  the  Building—Messrs.  Gifford  and  I«  B.  Tompkins,  Jr. 
On  Binding  and  Blanks— Messrs.  Abraham  H.  Howland,  Jr.  and  Dunbat 
On  the  Museum— Messrs,  Dews,  Gifford  and  Abraham  H.  Howland,  Jr, 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  THE  LIRRARV. 

GEORGE  H.  DUNBAR. 


LIBRARIAN. 

ROBERT  C.  INGRAHAM. 


ASSISTANT  LIBRARIANS. 

JOSEPHINE  A.  MERRICK,  MARY  E.  BROWN. 

SUSIE  H.  GAMMONS. 


In  Board  of  Aldermen, 

Jan.  3,  1881. 
Received  and  ordered  to  be  printed  in  the  City  Docu- 
ments, and  sent  down  for  concurrence. 

DANIEL  B.  LEONARD, 

Citv  Clerk. 


Concurred. 


In  Common  Council, 

Jan.  3,  1881. 

G.  B.  WRIGHT, 

Clerk, 


REPORT. 


To  THE  City  Council  of  the  City  of  New  Bedford: 

Gentlemen^ — We  have  the  honor  of  laying  before  you, 
for  your  consideration,  the  twenty-ninth  annual  report  of 
the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  and  in  doing  so 
would  respectfully  urge  the  necessity  of  immediate  a6lion 
in  relation  to  the  recommendations  contained  therein. 

The  Library  is  a  potent,  practical  and  beneficial  means 
of  supplying  the  intellectual  and  moral  wants  of  our 
people.  Books  are  the  medium  through  which  our  minds 
are  aroused  to  energy  and  impulse.  They  inspire  us  and 
enlarge  the  sphere  of  our  existence.  By  means  of  books 
our  consciousness  is  enlivened,  and  we  are  brought  into 
nearer  and  closer  relationship  with  ourselves  and  the 
world.  Books  are  the  great  store  houses  of  wisdom  and 
intelligence,  from  which  we  derive  those  means  of 
thought  and  aCtion  that  exercise  our  faculties,  and 
educate'  them  to  fulfill  the  duties  of  life  which  have  been 
assigned  them.  The  good  influences  which  the  Library 
and  its  books  wield  in  our  community  cannot  be  over 
estimated.  The  people  will  read,  and  while  they  will 
not  all  read  Shakespeare  or  Milton,  it  is  gratifying  to  see 
those  who  do  not  desire  the  highest  literature,  prefer  what 
is  harmless  to  what  is  prurient.  Books  have  an  all  im- 
portant influence  upon  our  social  relations,  and  those  rela- 
tions instituted  by  the  benevolence  of  the  Creator  for  the 
benefit   of  our  whole   nature,    should  not   be   considered 
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simply  as  avenues  of  indulg^ce  and  pleasure,  but  as  helps 
in  the  growth  and  maturity  of  our  inner-self.  If  then, 
books  are  really  the  great  medium  through  which  self- 
culture,  knowledge,  wisdom,  happiness  and  a  higher  state 
of  civilization  are  attained,  can  we  be  too  lavish  in  expend- 
iture or  effort  that  will  increase  the  facilities  of  our  Library, 
and  enable  it  to  fulfill  all  demands  upon  it?  We  think  not. 
We  therefore  deem  it  our  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
City  Council  to  the  absolute  need  of  improvements  required 
by  the  rapid  growth  in  wealth,  numbers  and  importance  of 
the  books  under  our  supervision.  Twenty-eight  years  ago 
last  August  the  Library  was  instituted  by  an  ordinance  of 
the  City  Council,  having  for  a  nucleus  about  six  thousand 
volumes,  fifty-five  hundred  of  which  were  received  from 
the  New  Bedford  Social  Librarv,  the  remainder  obtained  bv 
gift  or  purchase,  since  which  time  the  accumulation  has 
continually  and  rapidly  gone  on,  until  to-day  our  Librarv 
numbers  forty-one  thousand  volumes,  for  the  proper  custody 
of  which  increased  accommodation  must  be  provided. 


STATISTICS, 

Whole  number  of  books  taken  during  the  year,  seventy- 
five  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirt^^-six. 

Daily  average  of  volumes  delivered,  two  hundred  and 
fortv-six. 

Total  number  of  cards  issued,  eighteen  thousand  one 
hundred  and  fifteen. 

Increase  over  last  vear,  six  hundred  and  sixtv-two. 

Volumes  added  during  the  year :  by  purchase,  one 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty-one  :  by  gifts,  one  hundred 
and  eighty-tvv(^  books :  three  hundred  and  eightj'-eight 
pamphlets  ;  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  newspapers. 

Number  of  newspapers  on  the  stand,  twelve. 
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Number  of  periodicals  on  the  tables,  one  hundred  and 
twenty. 

Total  number  of  books  in  the  library,  forty-one  thous- 
and. 

These  statistics  show  a  progressing  and  gratifying  con- 
dition of  the  Libraiy,  whose  affairs  are  managed  by  the 
able  Librarian  in  a  faithful  manner — leaving  nothing 
undone  that  untiring  effort  and  love  of  the  duties  can  sug- 
gest. While  the  statistics  show  an  increase  of  books 
taken  from  the  Library  during  last  year  over  the  previous 
year,  the  percentage  of  increase  in  the  number  of  volumes 
circulated  is  less  than  that  of  former  years, — the  same  de- 
crease seems  to  have  occurred  in  other  libraries — the 
reasons  for  which,  and  there  are  several  that  suggest  them- 
selves, are  quite  manifest.  The  cheap  reprints  issued  in 
the  Franklin  Square  Library,  Seaside  Library  and  other 
serial  publications  have  invited  and  offered  to  the  public 
the  current  fi6Hon  of  the  day,  and  also  a  better  class  of 
popular  works  at  so  low  a  price  that  many  who  have 
formerly  depended  upon  the  Library  for  their  books, 
have  been  led  to  purchase  them.  The  Presidential 
ele6lion,  occurring  at  a  time  when  the  approach  of  the 
long  evenings  generally  tends  to  an  increased  delivery 
of  books,  had  a  depressing  effedl  on  the  circulation. 
Many  of  the  teachers  in  the  schools  have  required  pupils 
to  read  and  consult  books  in  relation  to  their  studies, 
and  have  diredled  them  to  books  profitable  to  read,  there- 
by decreasing  beneficially  the  number  of  books  delivered ; 
as  the  books  taken  in  place  of  the  rapidly  read  novel 
require  more  time  in  their  perusal  than  is  given  to  the 
latter.  These  statements  show  that  while  the  Librarv 
has  had  strong  influences  operating  against  the  increase  of 
its  circulation,  a  larger  number  of  books  have  been  taken 
out  than  in  any  year  since  its  opening.    A  daily  average  of 
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two  hundred  and  forty-six  books  taken  from  the  Librarj^ 
certainly  indicates  that  our  people  have  a  taste  for  reading, 
and  that  they  appreciate  and  gladly  avail  themselves  of  the 
many  advantages  the  Library  affords. 

At  present  applicants  for  books,  stating  that  they  are  res- 
idents of  the  city,  receive  a  card  and  are  permitted  to  take 
books  without  further  question.  In  sending  for  books 
overdue  we  sometimes  find  that  the  applicant  has  never 
resided  at  the  place  given,  or  that  a  change  of  residence 
has  been  made  without  giving  notice  at  the  Library,  as  the 
rules  require.  As  we  have  a  large  transient  population, 
and  as  our  city  dire6lory  is  very  imperfect  and  can  give  us 
little  aid,  we  too  often  find  it  impossible  to  track  the  delin- 
quent and  recover  the  book  taken.  To  guard  against  such 
loss  we  would  recommend  that  every  applicant  for  books  be 
required  to  refer  to  some  one  citizen  by  whom  he  or  she 
can  if  necessary  be  identified. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  fundamental  rule  upon  which 
the  prosperity  of  the  Library  rested,  was  to  "^  Use  rare/it/- 
/y.  Return  promptly,''  and  we  repeat  that  it  is  a  rule  of 
more  importance  than  would  seem  to  appear  to  many  of  the 
visitors,  w^ho  exercise  their  right  to  the  use  of  the  Library. 

The  Trustees  regret  to  say  that  in  many  cases  the  books 
do  not  receive  that  care  and  attention  from  those  who  avail 
themselves  of  the  privileges  of  the  Library,  that  would 
seem  expected,  that  should  be  accorded,  in  return  for  the 
vast  benefits  accruing  from  the  existence  of  the  Library. 
Among  the  many  and  altogether  too  frequent  instances  of 
thoughtlessness  and  want  of  care  and  consideration  in  the 
treatment  of  the  books,  and  one  betraying^  a  vulgar  and 
reckless  mind  and  disposition  is  the  pradlice  of  scribbling 
upon  the  margins  and  blank  leaves.  To  all  such  indi- 
viduals who  take  our  books  and  enjoy  the  great  and 
welcome  benefits  which  the  Library  extend,  and  in  so  do- 
ing use  and  abuse  them,  we  specially  admonish  them  to 
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desist,  and  call  their  attention  to  the  rules,  and  to  the  law 
of  the  Commonwealth  in  this  case  provided,  and  beg  them 
to  ever  bear  in  mind  to  **  Use  carefully.     Return  prompt- 

ENLARGEMENT  OF  THE   LIBRARY. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  request  the  Trustees  have  to 
make  upon  the  City  Council  in  behalf  of  the  Library,  is 
the  imperative  need  for  more  room  and  more  extensive  pro- 
vision for  the  accommodation  of  books,  which  are  rapidly 
accumulating  and  increasing.  Already  the  usefulness  of 
the  Library  is  impaired  from  the  utter  inability  to  carefully 
arrange  and  properly  classify  the  books,  on  account  of  the 
crowded  and  insufficient  shelf-room.  What  changes  should 
be  made  or  what  enlargement  and  improvement  would  be 
the  most  feasible  to  accomplish  all  that  the  absolute  neces- 
sities of  the  Library  demand,  we  are  not  prepared  to  say, 
but  if  the  Council  would  give  the  subject  that  consideration 
which  is  due  to  so  important  a  matter,  and  instru6l  the  proper 
committee  to  meet  the  Trustees  and  investigate  the  whole 
subjeft,  we  feel  confident  that  the  result  would  be  the  im- 
mediate recognition  of  the  necessity  for  increasM  facilities 
we  have  suggested.  For  several  years  m  our  reports  we 
have  called  your  attention  to  the  same  subje6l,  but  no 
response  has  been  made  to  our  appeal.  It  is  now  so  fast 
becoming  a  serious  question  that  we  hope  some  notice  will 
be  taken  of  it  that  will  result  beneficiallv  to  the  Librarv. 
and  in  benetitinij  the  Librarv  vou  benefit  diredrtlv  or  indi- 
recall v  nearlv  everv  familv  in  our  Citv. 

•■  *r  »  tt>  %/ 

SYLVIA  ANN  HOWLAND  TRUST  FUND. 

The  Trustees  have  not  lost  sight  of  the  non-recognition 
by  the  Council  of  the  claims  of  the  Library  upon  the 
Treasury  for  the  interest  upon  its  proportion  of  the  Sylvia 
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Ann  Rowland  bequest,  accumulating  from  the  date 
when  it  was  received  by  the  City  Treasurer  to  that  when 
the  ordinance  providing  for  the  disposition  of  the  same  was 
passed.  That  the  Librar\'  is  justly  entitled  to  the  amount 
seems  to  bean  acknowledged  fa6l,  and  one  beyond  dispute. 
The  City  Solicitor  in  his  written  report  and  opinion, 
under  date  of  Dec.  19,  1876,  declares  as  follows:  ''In 
my  opinion  the  City  should  pay  interest  at  six  per  cent, 
per  annum  on  the  amount  received  from  the  time  of  the 
several  payments  by  the  executors  up  to  the  date  w^hen  the 
ordinance  regulating  the  care  and  custody  of  the  bequest 
took  effect."  The  Trustees  earnestly  desire  and  hope  that 
the  City  Council  will  give  some  attention  to  the  subje6t, 
feeling  the  assurance  that  upon  investigation  the  claims 
will  appear  so  just  and  apparent  that  they  will  immediately 
authorize  the  Treasurer  to  credit  the  amount  to  the  Library 
account — for  it  is  a  duty  that  the  City  cannot  neglect  or 
slight  without  detra6ling  from  the  benefits  that  were 
intended  to  arise  from  the  noble  and  generous  bequest,  and 
in  honor  of  the  lady  whose  munificent  gifts  have 
contributed  so  bountifullv  to  the  advancement  of  liberal 
education  and  public  works  in  our  City — it  would  seem  as 
if  justice,  equity  and  honor  all  demanded  the  canceling  of 
the  obligation  at  once,  and  no  longer  let  the  fair  name  of 
the  Citv  suffer  from  such  a  cause. 

JANITOR. 

It  has  been  the  custom  heretofore  to  close  the  LibrarA' 
for  a  time  yearly  for  the  purpose  of  renovation,  which 
causes  inconvenience  to  the  public  and  more  or  less  dis- 
turbance to  the  arrangement  of  the  books,  as  it  is  impossi- 
ble for  strangers  and  inexperienced  persons  to  remove  the 
contents  of  the  shelves  or  in  anv  wav  to  handle  or  disturb 
the  books  without  resulting  in  disorder.     For  that,  and  other 
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reasons  which  are  apparent,  it  is  manifestly  obvious  that  a 
person  should  be  appointed  as  Janitor,  whose  whole  time 
and  attention  should  be  devoted  to  the  Library.  He  should 
be  a  responsible  and  pains-taking  person,  especially 
adapted  to  the  place,  as  his  duties  would  be  conne6ted 
with  valued  and  treasured  property,  which  should  be 
guarded  with  zealous  care.  The  Trustees  are  desirous  of 
your  early  attention  to  the  need  of  such  an  appointment. 

BOOKS  ADDED. 

During  the  year  the  leading  publications  of  the  day  have 
been  added  as  well  as  many  volumes  of  local  history. 
Apart  from  the  additions  which  have  at  times  been  pub- 
lished in  the  newspapers,  may  be  mentioned  the  fol- 
lowing :  Conington's  Virgil ;  Paley's  Euripides ;  Blakes- 
ley's  Herodotus ;  Baillon's  Natural  History  of  Plants ; 
Johnston's  Royal  Atlas ;  Spruner's  Historisch-geograph- 
ischer  Hand- Atlas  ;  Jamieson's  Scottish  Dictionary,  2  vols.  ; 
American  reports  and  digest,  32  vols.  ;  Stieler's  Karte 
von  Deutschland ;  United  States  digest,  35  vols.  ;  Thom- 
son's Bibliography  of  Ohio  ;  Bunbury's  Ancient  Geography  ; 
Publications  of  the  Early  English  Text  Society  ;  Chippeur 
dale's  Furniture ;  Cyclopsedia  of  India ;  Rosini's  Storia 
delhi  pittura  italiana ;  Shaw's  Tile  Pavements ;  Bridgens' 
Furniture  ;  Owen  Jones'  Alhambra  ;  Yorkshire  Visitations. 

GIFTS. 

The  Library  has  been  favored  as  usual  during  the  past 
year  with  gifts  of  books  and  pamphlets.  A  list  of  them 
will  be  found  in  the  appendix,  as  will  also  be  found  a 
detailed  account  of  the  expenditures  and  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  several  trust  funds. 
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We  give  also  a  biographical  sketch  of  James  B.  Cong- 
don,  whose  death  during  the  past  year  it  is  our  sad  duty 
to  record.  From  the  conception  of  the  Library  he  was 
closely  and  intimately  allied  with  its  affairs  and  interests, 
as  well  as  every  other  department  of  the  City  whose 
welfare  and  success  he  cherished  and  promoted. 
Submitted  in  behalf  of  the  Trustees, 

William  T.  Soule, 

President  of  the  Board. 


APPENDIX. 


FINANCIAL     STATEMENT    CONCERNING    THE 
FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  FOR  1880. 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 

1880. 
Jan.  1st.    Cash  011  hand, 

Receipts  from  books  lost  and  sales  of  catalogues, 

bulletins  and  paper  stock, 
Bills  repaid. 
Fines. 


1881. 
Jan.  Ist. 


Faid  for  Books. 

Expressage,  freight,  jobbing, 

Stationery, 

P.  O.  box  and  postage, 

Catalogue  and  case. 

Binding  and  paper  cutting, 

Printing  and  advertising. 

Incidentals, 

Balance  in  hands  of  Librarian, 


$145.15 
30.55 
7.64 
17.17 
15.85 
35.95 
32.80 
16.13 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  ACCOUNT. 
1880. 
Jan.  1st.    Cash  on  hand. 

One  half  net  receipts  from  dog  licenses. 

Annual  appropriation  (10  months), 

S.  A.  Howland  Fund,  error. 

Transferred  from  unappropriated  t^x  account. 


9217.04 

6.70 

59.65 

219.98 

$503.37 


202.13      $503.37 


$1,251.52 

684.75 

2,500.00 

12.25 

72.66 


$4,521.17 
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approved  January, 

$285.16 

February, 

266.65 

March, 

327.48 

« 

April, 

279.35 

May, 

272.15 

June, 

343.10 

July, 

269.65 

August, 

285.90 

September, 

292.41 

October, 

296.40 

November, 

268.65 

December, 

266.77 

3,453.67 

Transferred  to  account  of  Public  Schools, 

1,067.50 

$4,521.17 
TKUST  FUND  ACCOUNT. 
1880. 
Jan.  Ist.    Balance  on  hand : 

Sylvia  Ann  Howland  Fund,  $11,463.01 

George  Howland,  Jr.,  Fund,  326.73 

Charles  W.  Morgan  Fund,  276.74 

James  B.  Congdon  Fund,  87.42 

Oliver  Crocker  Fund,  64.50 


$12,218.40 

SYLVIA   ANN  HOWLAND   FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY   FUND. 

1880. 

Jan.    Ist.  Unexpended  balance  of  income,  $11,463.01 

July    1st.  Six  months'  interest,  1,500.00 

Dec.  31st.  Six  months'  interest,  1,500.00 


$14,463.01 
Bills  approved,  (for  books,  periodicals  and  binding,)  viz.: 

January  audit,  $243.92 

February.  148.72 

March,  235.06 

April,  122.60 

May.  ♦                               199.84 

June,  141.63 

July,  194.52 

August,  89.52 

September,  312.35 

October,  312.41 

November,  339.99 

December,  168.45     2,600.01 

$11,963.00 
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The  detailed  statement  of  the  expenditure  from  the  income  of  this 


fund  is  as  follows : 

Q.  F.  Collins, 

$47.70 

Scribner  &  Welford. 

19.00 

James  M.  Lawton,  Jr., 

305.06 

S.  Hutchinson, 

293.38 

New  Enifland  Subscription  Agency, 

82.17 

Library  Journal, 

.80 

Carl  Schoenhof, 

73.95 

Houghton,  Osgood  &  Co,, 

2.50 

Ebcn  P.  Raymond, 

3.00 

Edwin  Dews, 

213 .55 

David  G.  Francis, 

32.72 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society, 

6.00 

F.  Leypoldt, 

6.00 

Little,  Brown  &  Co., 

227.75 

Essex  Institute, 

9.00 

E.  Anthony  &  Sons, 

6.00 

J.  VV.  Ronton, 

43.20 

John  Allyn, 

541.24 

Estes  &  Lauriat, 

24.00 

American  Journal  of  Mathematics, 

5.00 

Charles  L.  Woodward, 

126.51 

Academy  of  Natural  Sciences.  Philadelphia, 

5.00 

U.  S.  Patent  Office, 

3L20 

Charles  Scribner's  Sons. 

13.34 

James  H.  Hathaway,  Treas.,  (advanced  for  periodicals), 

77.11 

George  Dimmock. 

3.00 

Eliot  Woodward, 

10.32 

Brown  Thurston, 

5.20 

R.  C.  Ingraham, 

2.50 

New  England  Historical  Genealogical  Society. 

2.00 

W.  H.  Pendergrast, 

10.75 

George  M.  Eliot, 

17.35 

F.  B.  Sanborn, 

1.00 

Henry  C.  Nash, 

6.00 

Edwin  Emery, 

2.00 

Arthur  Clifford, 

17.50 

Mining  Record. 

3.00 

National  Temperance  Society, 

9.74 

George  H.  Walker  &  Co., 

12.00 

John  D.  Parsons,  Jr., 

132.50 

E.  W.  Nash, 

10.35 

Robert  Clark  &  Co., 

43.62 

Peter  G.  Thompson, 

8.00 

T.  S.  H.  Hammond. 

8.00 

$2,500.01 
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GEORGE  HOWLAND,   JR.   FUND. 
1880. 

Jan.  Ist.        Unexpended  balance  of  income.  $326.73 

One  3*ear'8  interest,  96.00 


$422.73 
Nov.  30th.    John  Allyn's  biil,  157.95 

$264.78 

CHARLES   W.   MORGAN   FUND. 

1880. 
Jan.  Ist.        Unexpended  balance  of  income.  $276.74 

One  year's  interest,  60.00 


$336.74 


.lAMKS    B.  OONGDON   FUND. 
1880. 

Jan.  1st.        Unexpended  balance  of  income,  $87.42 

One  year's  interest,  30.00 

$117.42 

OLIVER  CROCKER  FUND. 
1880. 
Jan.  1st.        Unexpended  balance  of  income.  $64.50 

One  year's  interest,  60.00 


$124.50 

Total  unexpended  balances  in  the  control  of  the  Board  of  Trustees: 

1881. 

Jan.  1st.     Sylvia  Ann  Howland  Fund,  $11,963.00 

George  Howland,  Jr.  Fund,  2C4.78 

(;harles  \V.  Morgan  Fund,  336.74 

James  B.  CongdonFnnd,  117.42 

Oliver  Crocker  Fund.  124.50 


$12,806.44 

GEORGE  H.  DUNBAR. 

Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
Free  Public  Library,  Jan.  1st,  1881. 


NECROLOGY. 


The  death  of  James  Bunker  Congdon,  which  occurred 
on  the  loth  of  June  of  the  current  year,  demands  more 
than  a  passing  notice.  Well  may  his  name  and  worth 
have  honorable  mention  in  the  archives  of  the  Free  Public 
Library  ;  for  to  him  perhaps  more  than  to  all  others  is  it 
indebted,  not  only  for  its  existence,  but  for  its  continued 
prosperity,  and  for  the  measure  of  usefulness  to  which  it 
has  attained. 

Mr.  Congdon  prepared  and  headed  the  petition  to  the 
City  Council,  which  resulted  in  1852  in  the  permanent 
establishment  of  the^  Library  ;  and  to  his  energy  and  untir- 
ing devotion  it  is  due  that  the  few  thousand  volumes  of  the 
old  Social  Library  became  the  foundation  of  an  institution 
of  great  public  benefit,  and  of  which  the  city  has  so  much 
reason  to  be  proud. 

Elefted  a  member  of  the  first  Board  of  Trustees — a  po- 
sition which  he  held,  except  during  a  brief  interval,  for 
more  than  twenty  years — he  watched  with  untiring  zeal 
over  its  struggling  infancy.  As  its  hold  on  the  community 
grew  firmer  and  its  usefulness  broader,  his  watchful 
interest  kept  even  pace  with  its  beneficent  development ;  he 
was  constantly  suggesting,  and,  when  authority  had  been 
secured,  instituting  measures  for  its  progressive  advantage. 

Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  from  its  organization 
in  1852  until  near  the  close  of  his  life,  the  annual  reports 
of  the   Board  to  the  City   Government,   always  scholarly 
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and  often  ardent  and  glowing  in  their  stj'le,  and  which 
tended  largely  to  invite  and  to  hold  the  good  will  of  the 
City  Governments  and  the  public  itself,  were  invariably 
from  his  pen.  When  the  corner-stone  of  the  beautiful 
Library  Building  was  laid,  (which  fully  symbolized  the 
permanence  of  the  institution,  while  it  opened  the  way  to 
increased  usefulness),  Mr.  Congdon  led  in  the  ceremonies 
of  the  occasion,  and  delivered  an  address,  in  which  he  gave 
in  detail  the  history  of  the  enterprise,  and  foretold  its  suc- 
cess. He  lived  long  enough  to  see  its  prosperity  well 
assured,  and  to  enjoy  not  only  by  himself,  but  through  the 
public  generally,  its  great  and  continually  increasing 
benefits.  He  gave  not  only  his  services  to  the  cause,  but 
in  1876,  having  received  from  the  City  five  hundred  dollars 
for  revising  the  charter  and  ordinances,  he  gave  it  as  a 
donation  to  the  trust  funds  of  the  Library. 

Thus  did  he  prove  his  interest  by  deeds  of  unselfish 
devotion.  Yet,  though  his  life  was  one  of  varied  useful- 
ness;  while,  as  has  been  truly  said  of  him,  *'No  one 
ever  wrought  more  continuously,  ungrudgingly  and 
unselfishly  for  the  public  weal ;"  it  is  certain  that  no  fruits 
of  his  labor  were  so  grateful  to  himself,  as  those  richly 
garnered  in  conne^ition  with  the  Free  Public  Library. 

The  history  of  his  private  life  was  not  eventful,  and  is 
briefly  told.  He  was  the  son  of  Caleb  Congdon,  a  native 
of  Rhode  Island,  who  came  here  and  was  married  to  the 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Taber.  Mr.  Taber  was  an  early 
settler,  whose  house  was  burned  by  the  British  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  Mr.  Congdon  received  his  early 
education  in  our  public  schools.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he 
became  bookkeeper  for  Messrs.  William  H.  and  Gideon 
Allen,  in  whose  employ  he  remained  five  years.  When  the 
Merchants  Bank  was  chartered  and  went  into  operation,  he 
became  its  cashier,  which  position  he  filled  with  superior 
ability,  securing  prosperity  and  credit  for  that  institution. 
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honor  and  confidence  for  himself^  until  1858,  a  period  of 
nearly  thirty  years,  when  severe  illness  caused  by  overwork 
compelled  him  to  resign. 

On  his  recovery  in  the  spring  of  the  same  year,  he  was 
ele<5led  City  Treasurer  and  Collector  of  Taxes.  He  was 
annually  re-ele6led,  until  in  1879,  advancing  years  warned 
him  to  relieve  himself  of  the  burden  of  his  public  responsi- 
bilities, when  he  resigned  his  post.  He  had  been  a 
signally  faithful  and  competent  officer.  Throughout  the 
Civil  War,  when  the  labors  of  the  City  Treasurer  were 
greatly  complicated  and  augmented,  he  proved  himself 
equal  to  every  emergency.  To  his  other  duties — from  the 
time  of  the  establishment  of  the  Acushnet  Water  Board,  to 
his  resignation  of  his  office  a  few  months  before  his  death — 
he  added  those  of  Registrar  of  the  Board. 

The  public  is  always  ready  to  place  responsibility  on 
competent,  trusted,  and  willing  shoulders.  Mr.  Congdon 
did  not  know  himself,  when  he  thought  to  favor  his  increas- 
ing infirmities,  and  pass  the  remaining  years  in  repose. 
The  post  of  member  of  the  Board  of  Health,  then  newly 
created,  was  offered  to  him,  and  he  accepted  it.  He  was 
ele(^ted  chairman  of  the  Board.  He  entered  upon  his 
duties  with  enthusiastic  appreciation  of  responsibility  and 
opportunity,  and  that  spirit  of  conscientious  fidelity  which 
chara6terized  all  his  exertions  through  life,  and  labored  in 
his  new  field  with  intense  earnestness  and  corresponding 
efficiency.  The  elaborate  report  of  the  Board  at  the  close 
of  its  first  year  was  from  his  pen.  It  was  the  last  monu- 
ment of  his  public  service. 

These  eflTorts  were  too  much  for  his  enfeebled  frame. 
He  made  them  only  by  force  of  a  will  that  triumphed  over 
physical  suffering.  On  March  24th,  1880,  he  was 
compelled  to  resign,  and  on  the  loth  of  June  he  died.  He 
wrought  diligently  in  his  unselfish  and  benevolent  work, 
until  the  evening  shadows  fell,  and  the  night  came  when  no 
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man  can  work.  It  was  fitting  that  at  the  funeral  of  such 
an  officer  the  public  offices  should  be  closed,  and  the  City 
Government  should  attend  the  services  in  a  body ;  and  that 
highly  complimentary  resolutions,  unanimously  adopted, 
should  have  a  permanent  place  in  the  records  of  the  City 
Council. 

Mr.  Congdon's  philanthropy  was  as  conspicuous  as  his 
fidelity.  The  kindness  of  his  heart  was  never  appealed  to 
in  vain.  The  leisure  which  most  other  men  would  have 
devoted  to  relaxation,  he  crowded  with  beneficent  labor. 
He  was  a  warm  friend  to  the  New  Bedford  Lyceum,  giving 
it  at  all  times  the  support  of  his  voice  and  pen.  He  was 
one  of  the  most  a(^tive  and  efficient  members  of  the  Port 
Society,  which  has  accomplished  admirable  results  in 
behalf  of  the  seamen  sailing  from  this  port.  He  was  a 
Trustee  of  the  Institution  for  Deaf  Mutes  in  Northampton. 
For  eleven  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  School  Commit- 
tee, and  then  and  ever  after  a  champion  of  the  public 
schools,  a  zealous  friend  of  all  measures  tending  to  their 
improvement  and  to  the  cause  of  education.  From  1834 
to  1841,  and  from  1842  until  the  acceptance  of  the  City 
charter  in  '47,  Mr.  Congdon  was  one  of  the  Selectmen 
of  the  town,  and  for  many  years  chairman  of  the  Board. 
Indeed,  there  was  no  philanthropic  movement  in  the 
community  during  his  life  that  he  was  not  its  pronounced 
and  atitive  supporter,  and  for  him  to  support  a  cause,  was 
to  mortgage  to  its  furtherance  his  time  and  his  powers. 
He  readily  responded  to  every  demand  made  upon  his 
facile  pen.  He  wrote  most  of  the  annual  reports,  histori- 
cal sketches,  and  other  publications  of  the  institutions  with 
which  he  was  permanently  identified.  His  addresses, 
essays,  and  reports  would  of  themselves  fill  a  volume. 

His  ready  pen  was  busy  at  times  in  other  important 
work.  He  drew  up  the  charter  for  the  City  Government, 
which  was  enacited  by  the  Legislature  in  1847.     He  wrote 
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most  of  the  ordinances  which  from  time  to  time  have  been 
adopted  by  the  City  Council.  The  historical  details  in  the 
appendix  to  the  Centennial  History  of  New  Bedford,  which 
was  published  in  1876,^ were  edited  by  him.  He  was  a 
frequent  contributor  to  the  press  in  both  prose  and  poetry  ; 
and  his  productions  were  often  admirable,  always  credita- 
ble. 

He  was  a  dear  lover  of  books,  which  he  read  with 
avidity,  appropriating  what  was  best  in  them  with  acute  dis- 
crimination. It  was  the  valuable  service  which  books  had 
rendered  to  him  in  the  moulding  of  his  thought  and  the 
enlargement  of  his  culture,  which  intensified  his  interest  in 
the  Free  Public  Library.  It  was  the  wish  of  his  loving 
heart  that  every  soul  in  the  community  should  have, 
•'without  money  and  without  price,"  the  same  intelledhial 
advantages  which  he  himself  had  received  and  so  much 
enjoyed. 

His  portrait,  the  gift  of  grateful  friends,  hangs  in  the 
main  hall  of  the  Library.  It  is  in  the  mostfitting  place.  He 
seems  to  be  looking  approvingly  down  (as  if  in  realization 
of  his  fondest  hopes)  upon  the  Library  itself,  so  much  the 
work  of  his  hands,  and  the  volumes,  so  much  the  delight 
of  his  heart.  As  those  who  avail  themselves  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  an  institution  which  he  did  so  much  to  establish 
and  foster,  pass  and  repass  that  silent  image,  may  they 
sometimes  remember  his  example,  and  be  inspired  to  lead 
lives  of  faithful  citizenship  and  disinterested  philanthropy. 

G.  H.  D.*^ 
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Volumes.  Pamphlet*. 
AIleiK  Zachariah. 

Allyii.  John, 

American  Antiquarian  Society 

American  Philosopiiical  Society, 

American  Unitarian  Association,  52  newspapers. 

Antliony ,  E.  and  Sons 

Apprentices'  Library.  New  Yorlv 

Arnold.  Geo.  H 

Board  of  Education.  Dayton,  Ohio 

Boston  Public  Library,  4  bulletins 

Bourne,  Nathaniel, 

Bowditcli,  Henrv  I 

Bradlee,  C.  D., 

Brayton,  David, 

Brookline  Public  Library, 

Brownell,  T.  Franlv 

Bunlver  Hill  Monument  Association 1 

Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane 

Chandler,  VVm.  H 

Chicago  Public  Librar}', 

Choate.  John  C 

Clark.  Robert,  and  Co., 

Cobden  Club, 1 

Congdon,  James  B.,   •   •• 14 

Congregational  Publication  8o«;iety 1 

Crapo,  Wm.  W 52  7 

Cruiiden,  Frederick  M 1 

Dennison,  T.  R., 2 

Dexter,  Frank  B 4 

Dunbar,  George  H 2  4 

Eclectic  Medical  Society 1 

Editors  of  the  Alta  California, 1 

Earle,  Pliny j 
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Fall  River  Public  Library 1 

Farringrton,  Wm.  H., 13 

Fletclier  Free  Library,  Burlington,  Vr 

Flint,  Chas.  L., 10  5 

Friends'  Free  Library,  Germantown 

Gilman,  Miss  May, 1 

Green,  Francis  B.,  183  newspapers. 

Hartford  Library  Association 

Harvard  College 

Library, 

Hathaway,  Thos.  B., 1 

Haverhill  Public  Library , 

Hawkins.  Dexter  A 

Holmes,  Albert  W 5 

Hough,  Geo.  T 7 

Howland,  Geo.,Jr 58 

Hutchinson,  S., 

Index  Association 3 

Ingalls,  Mrs.  E.  A 

Keen,  Eben  S.,  5  papers 

Lancaster  Library, 

Lawrence  Public  Library » 5 

Lawton   Annie 2 

Lawton,  Jas.  M 6 

Lee.  Leslie  A., 3 

Liberty  Hall  Association,  Play  bills,  1877-79. 

Library  Company.  Philadelphia 1 

Little.  Brown,  and  Co 2 

Lynn  Public  Library, 1 

Memorial  Hall  Library,  Andover, 1 

Mercantile  Ll^brary  Association,  New  York 2 

Milllken.  Eben  C, 1 

Morgan,  S.  Grlffltts 1 

Nagle,  John  T., 2 

Newton  Free  Library 1 

Nye,  Gideon,  Jr 1  1 

Oliver,  Francis  J 1 

Parsons,  John  D.,  Jr., 1 

Peabody  Institute, 2 

Pease,  Richard  L 1 

Pelrce.  Charles  H 1 

Perkins'  Institution  for  the  Blind 1 

Phillips  and  Hunt,  New  York 1 

Pierce,  Henry  L., 1 

Porquet.  Ch.,  Paris 1 
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Prime.  Fredk..  Jr 1 

Providence  PubHc  Librar}', 1  1 

Quint,  Alonzo  H \ 

Khode  Island  Society  for  the  Encouragement  of  Do- 
mestic Industry X9 

Roberts,  Oliver  A 1 

Rodman.  Edmund 2 

Rodman.  Thomai^  K., 3 

Smithsonian  Institution 4 

Soule,  Wm.  T,. 1 

Springfield  City  Library, 

St.  Louis  Public  School   Library 

Staples.  S.  E 

State  Lunatic  Hospital.  Northampton, 

State  of  Miiif.sachusetts 4 

Taber,  Charles,  and  Co 

Taunton  Public  Library 

Taylor,  Wm.  B., 1 

Terry,  Isaac 1 

Thomas.  Allen  C, ^ 

Thomson,  John   H.,  a 

United  States; 

Department  of  Agriculture 1 

Bureau  of  Education 1  g 

Bureau  of  Engineers. 1 

Department  of  the  Interior, 49  8 

Department  of  the  Treasury 1 

Library  of  Congress I 

Patent  OtHce 3 

Wadleiorh.  K.  H 1 

Watertown  Public  Library 2 

Willey.  Henry 5i    • 

Wilmington  Institute.  Delaware 

Winchester  Home  lor  Aged  Women 

Wobm-n  Library 

Woodward.  Charles  L 

W(»rcesler  Free  Public  Library 

Worth.  Edminid. 

Veaton,  Chas.  C'.,  J)  new  s|»aper>. 

Voung  Men's  Association.   Bult'alo 

Voung  Men's  Mercantile  Library  Association.  Cincinnati, 
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REPORT. 


To  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  New  Bedford: 

Tho  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  in  presenting 
their  thirtieth  annual  Report*  congratulate  themselves  and 
tho  public  on  the  continued  success  of  the  institution 
under  their  charge,  as  indicated  by  the  increased-  number 
of  visitors,  and  also  by  the  greater  number  of  books  taken 
from  it. 

This  increased  and  increasing  interest  taken  by  our  citi- 
zens in  this  their  library  is  very  gratifying. 

The  whole  number  of  books  taken  during  the  year  has 
been  seventy-six  thousand  one  hundred  sixty-seven. 

Daily  number  of  volumes  delivered,  two  hundred  forty- 
eight. 

Total  number  of  cards  issued,  eighteen  thousand  seven 
hundred  eighty-three  ;  increase  over  last  year,  six  hundred 
thirty-seven. 

Volumes  added  during  the  year  by  purchase,  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  five ;  by  gifts,  one  hundred  sixty-nine 
books,  four  hundred  eighty-two  pamphlets,  one  hundred 
sixty-three  newspapers. 

Number  of  newspapers  on  the  stand,  thirteen. 

Number  of  periodicals  on  the  tables,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-one. 

Total  number  of  books  in  the  library,  forty-two  thou- 
sand five  hundred. 

Volume^  worn  out  and  rejected,  one  hundred  and  two. 

Volumes  bound,  one  hundred  thirty-three. 
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Volumes  rebound,  two  hundred  forty-eight. 

Number  of  books  covcrcdj^fifty-three. 

Postals  sent  for  1)ooks  overdue,  one  hundred  fifteen. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  thb  number  of  booUs 
taken,  but  not  so  great  proportionately  as  in  former  years. 

In  the  character  of  the  books  delivered  there  has  been 
little  change,  but  the  use  of  books  for  reference  in  the 
library  has  largely  increased. 

BOOKS  ADDED. 

Among  the  books  received  by  purchase  are  the  follow- 
ing :  Herpetology  of  U.  S.  Exploring  Expedition  ;  Schlic- 
mann's  Ilios;  Memorial  History  of  Boston;  Hamcrsly's 
Naval  Encyclopaedia ;  Atlas  of  New  Bedford ;  Lamb's 
History  of  New  York ;  Publications  of  the  Early  English 
Text  Society ;  Skene's  Celtic  Scotland  ;  Tulmudic  Miscel- 
lany; Wheeler's  India,  vol.  4;  George's  Progress  and 
Poverty  ;  Reed's  Japan  ;  Bagehofs  Biographical  Studies  ; 
Lodge's  English  Colonies;  Rawlinson's  Egypt;  Freeman's 
Historical  Geography  of  Europe  ;  Sibley's  Harvard  Grad- 
uates, vol.  2  ;  Metric  Chart  and  Works  on  the  Metric  Sys- 
tem ;  Thomson's  Central  African  Lakes ;  Hardy's  Qua- 
ternions; Symond's  Renaissance  in  Italy;  Andre's  Mining 
Machinery;  Sirara's  Tunnelling;  Du  Chaillu's  Land  of 
the  Midnight  Sun  ;  and  270  vols,  of  local  history  and 
genealogy. 

And  by  gift :  Suffolk  Deeds  ;  250th  Annnivei-sary  of 
the  Settlement  of  Boston ;  Reports  of  the  Boston  Record 
Commissioners;  Meteorological  Journal,  kept  by  John 
Howland  of  New  Bedford,  1828-31,  in  MS. ;  Capt.  James 
A.  Crowell's  Private  Journal  of  Whaling  Voyages  in  ships 
Napoleon  and  Arnolda,  1855-63,  in  MS. ;  also  volumes 
from  the  New  Bedford  Book  Chib,  S.  Griffitts  Morgan, 
S.  Hutchinson,  Oliver  Prescott,  and  others. 
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In  the  appendix  will  be  found  the  financial  statement, 
list  of  books  and  pamphlets  presented,  and  a  list  of  peri- 
odicals currently  received. 

We  must  again  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  for 
increased  accommodation  for  our  books.  All  available 
space  that  the  room  affords  is  now  occupied,  and  we  have 
several  hundred  volumes  that  we  cannot  locate,  including 
the  larger  portion  of  the  reviews  and  magazines  that  we 
have  taken  since  1872.  We  have  no  space  on  the  walls 
for  posting  lists  of  new  books  and  notes  for  readers.  Our 
reading  desks  are  often  overcrowded,  and  it  is  utterly  im- 
possible, in  our  present  crowded  condition,  to  meet  the 
full  wants  of  the  public,  and  to  extend  the  usefulness  of 
the  library. 

The  condition  of  the  shelves  and  reading-room  is  not 
what  it  should  be. 

The  present  janitor  has  charge  t)f  the  whole  building, 
and  of  several  of  the  offices  in  City  Hall.  His  duties  arc 
such  that  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  do  the  work  in  our 
room  that  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  preservation  of 
the  library  property,  and  the  accommodation  of  the  public. 
It  therefore  seems  to  us  that  the  time  has  fully  arrived 
when  we  should  have  a  janitor  qualified  for  the  place,  and 
who  should  give  his  entire  time  to  the  requirements  of  the 
library. 

Submitted  in  behalf  of  the  Trustees. 

GEORGE  WILSON, 

President  of  the  Board. 
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APPENDIX. 


FINANCIAL     STATEMENT     CONCERNING     THE 
FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  FOR  1881. 

STATKMKXT  OF  THE  LIBUAKIAN. 


Jau.  iHt. 

Cash  on  hand. 

8*202.13 

Receipts  from  books  lost, 

7.40 

I)upli(rates  sold,  and  paper  stock. 

1.00 

Bills  repaid. 

.80 

Fin»»s, 

23G.l-> 
JU47.48 

Paid  for  Books, 

$42.;w 

Expressajjje,  freight,  jobbin^j, 

72.00 

Stationery, 

15.7'> 

V,  O.  box,  and  postage. 

21.87 

Binding  and  pa|>er  cutting. 

2.12 

Printing  and  advertising. 

47.'m 

1882. 

Inciilentais, 

37.74 

Jnii.  1st. 

Balan<v  in  liands  of  Librarian, 

207.52 

«447.48 

KKKK    IMBLIC   LIBKAKY    Ar(M)l 

:nt. 

1881. 

Jan.  1st. 

Annual  appro|>riation, 

84,000.00 

Bills  approvt'd  January, 

d281.r>5 

February, 

3-28.82 

March, 

29tf.4» 

April, 

208.73 

May, 

i77.02 

June, 

310.48 

July, 

382.58 

August, 

283.73 

• 

September, 

318.73 
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October,  268.73      . 

November,  283.23 

December,  317.31    $3,617.50 
Transferred  to  incidentals,  382.50 


•4,000.00 


TRUST  FIJXD   ACCOUNT. 

1881. 

Jan.  Ist.    Balance  on  hand : 

Sylvia  Ann  Rowland  Fund,  311,963.00 

George  Howland  Jr.  Fund,  264.78 

Charles  W.  Morgan  Fund,  336.74 

.James  B.  Congdon  Fund,  117.42 

Oliver  Crocker  Fund,  124.50 


812,806.44 

SYI.VIA    ANN    HOWLAND    FREE  PUBLIC   LIBRARY  FUND. 
1881. 

Jan.  1st.     Tnexpended  balance  of  income.  811.963.00 

June  1st.    Six  niontlis'  interest,  1,500.00 

Dec .31st.     Six  months'  interest.  1,500.00 

By  duplicate  bill.  6.43  814,969.43 

Bills  approved,  (for  books,  periodicals  and  binding.)  viz. : 

Januai-y     audit,  8379.35 

Februarv       "  111.10 

March              '  369.90 

.\pril               ■•  213.19 

May                ^-  156.79 

June               ••  152.78 

July                ••  205.83 

August           ••  178.26 

September     *•  122.07 

October          "  211.36 

November       •  169.29 

December        •  313.53    82,583.45 


812,385.98 


The  detailed  statement  of  the  expenditure  from  the  income  of  thin 
fund  is  as  follows: 

New  England  Subscription  Agency,  8214.52 

James  M.  Lawton,  Jr.,  413.86 

S.  Hutchinson,  370.49 

National  Subscription  Agency,  48.50 
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David  G.  Francis,  12^ 

D.  L.  Gaemsey,  7.50 
Little,  Brown  &  Co.,  174.02 
Mercury  Publishing  Co.,  8.00 
Mining  Record,  4.00 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  5.50 
Carl  Schoenhof ,  26.68 
Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co.,  2.00 
Joseph  McDonough,  11.25 
George  H.  Walker  A  Co..  34.00 
L.  R.  Hamersly  &  Co.,  12.00 
J.  W.  Bouton,  21.60 
J.  R.  Osgood  &  Co..  74.75 
F.  Leypoldt,  9.00 

E.  Whitefleld,  4.50 
John  D.  Parsons,  Jr.,  18.00 
American  Chemical  Journal,  9.00 
B.  8.  Gildersleeve,  6.00 
John  Aliyn,  331.50 
New  England  Historical  Genealogical  Society,  2.47 
Sereno  Watson,  5.00 
George  E.  Littlefleld,  97.92 
Eben  P.  Raymond,  3.00 

E.  Anthony  &  Sons.  6.00 
A.  H.  Roffe  &  Co.,  18.00 
Edwin  Dews,  201.50 
Moses  King,  6.00 
George  M.  Elliot.  20.50 
Boston  Society  of  Natural  History,  10.00 
Nefi-port  Historical  Publishing  Co.,  4.00 
Essex  institute,  3.00 
Edward  S.  Wilson,  1.00 

F.  H.  Morrell,  2.00 
Charles  Scribner's  Sohj*.  5.00 
(Cooperative  Newspaper  Society,  2.25 
Charles  W.  Sever,  5.00 
Charles  L.  Woodward,  38.45 
F.  W\  P.  Rogers,  1.00 
Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  5.00 
George  Barrie,  40.00 
J.  Homer  Bliss.  9.00 
F.  P.  Shunway,  12.00 
Metric  Bureau,  4.00 
J.  B.  liippincott  &  Co.,  4.11 
John  Hopkins.  3JM) 
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A.  C.  Armstrong  &  Sons.  23.00 

D.  J.  Kane  &  Brother.  29.00 

Henry  C.  Nash,  10.00 

Q.  F.  Collins  &  Co.,  46.35 

W.  E.  Woodward,         '  6.18 

Peter  G.  Thompson,  17.69  ' 

Q.  P.  Index,  5.00 

S.  T.  Congdon,  1.26 

Van  Bi-unt  Bergeu,  3.20 

K.  O.  McNalr.  3.20 

Patent  Offlce.  31.20 

S.  E.  Cassino.  2.60 

W.  A.  Greenough  «t  Co.,  2.00 

.J.  H.  Hathaway,  treasurer,  (advance  for  periodicals,)  76.13   $2,583.45 

<iKOKGK   H<JWLAND  .fK.    FUND. 
1881. 

.Jan.    1st.     Unexpended  balance  of  income.                 $264.78 

One  year's  interest,  96.00       $360.78 

Mar.31st.     J.  W.  Bouton's  bill,  154.65 


$206.13 


C^lIAULES   W.   MORGAN    FL'NI>. 
1881. 
Jan.    1st.     Unexpended  balance  of  in<»ome. 

One  year's  interest, 
Feb.28th.     George  E.  Littl.efleld's  bill. 
May  31st.    George  E.  Littlefteld, 
Charles  L.  Woodward. 


$336.74 

60.00 

$396.74 

116.55 

38.39 

104.63 

259.57 

$137.17 


OLIVKK   CK<X'KER   FIND. 
1881. 
.Ian.  1st.     Unexpended  balance  of  income,  $124.50 

One  year's  interest.  60.00       $184.50 

.lAMKS  B.  CoN<tDO\  rrND. 

1881. 

Jan.  1st.     Unexpended  balance  of  income.  $117.42 

One  year's  interest.  30.00       $147.42 

U 
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Total  unexpended  balances  in  the  control  of  the  Board  of  Tmsteos  : 

1882. 
Jan.  l8t.    SylWa  Ann  Uowland  Fund,  ;S(i2,385.98 

George  Rowland  Jr.  Fund.  206.18 

Charles  W.  Morgan  Fund.  137.17 

Oliver  Crocker  Fund.  184..jO 

James  B.  Congdon  Fund.  147.42 

Dog  Fund,  673.67  813,734.87 

(iKOKGE  II.  DUXBAi{, 

Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Trust •h*-*. 

Free  Pcblu'  Libuakv.  Jan.  1st,  1882. 
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a-i:FTS,       1881. 


Allen,  William  JL 1 

Alta  California,  Publishers  of  the, 

American  Antiquarian  Society, 1 

American  Philosophical  Society, 2 

American  Unitarian  Association, 3 

Andover  Report,  Trustees  of  Memorial  Hall, 

Anonj'mous, 

Appleton,  D.  &  Co 1 

Boston  City  Government, ;j 

Boston  Public  Library,   

Bradlee.  CD., 

Brookline  Public  FJbrarv 

Brownell,  T.  Frank 

Buckminster,  J., 2 

Bunker  Hill  Monument  Association, 1 

Butler  Hospital  for  Insane, 

( 'hicago  Public  Library, 

( 'hildren's  Hospital,  Boston, 

( 'hoate,  John  C, 

Cincinnati  Young  Men's  Mercantile  Library  Assoc, 

Clarke  Institution  for  Deaf  Mutes, 

( 'leveland  Public  School  Library, 

Clifford,  Charles  W ' 1 

Cobden  Club, 1 

Cook,  Tliomas, 

Crapo,  William  W 

(?rowell,  James  A., 1 

'^ruran,  xvc* •  ti •  .'^•v  •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Cutter,  Abram  E.,' 1 

Dalton,  J.  G., 1 

Dana,  £.  A., 

Denham,  Edward, 1 


Volumes.  Pamphlets. 


13 
1 
1 


1 
2 


5 
3 
1 
1 


1 
1 
1 
2 
1 

i) 
1 
4 
1 
1 
21 

1 
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Volumefi.  Pamphlets. 

Denison,  Charles, 1 

Dennison,  T-  R., 2 

Dexter,  Rev.  Henry  M., 11 

Doane  College,  Crete,  Nebraska, 1 

Dunbar,  George  H., 1  4 

Eclectic  Medical  College,  New  York 1 

Eddy,  Mary  B.  G 2 

Emery,  Edwin, 1 

Ewer,  F.  C, 1 

Fall  River  Public  Library, 1 

Farrington,  William  II., 12 

Fletcher  Free  Public  Library,  Burlington 1 

Friends'  Free  Library,  Germantown. •. . . .  1 

Gardner,  Charles, Picture. 

(ieneral  Society  of  Met^hanics  and  Tradesmen, 2 

Glfford,  P.  A 1 

Green,  Samuel  A ..,        ] 

Hartford  Library  Assoc^iation, :i 

Harvard  College, 5 

Hincks,  William  B 1 

Historical  Society,  Nova  Scotia 1 

Howland,  George,  .Tr 3 

Hutchinson,  S 171 

James,  Thomas  M 10 

Keen,  Eben  S 1 

I^andreth,  D.  &  Sons, 1 

Lawrence  Public  Lilirary 5 

Fiawton,  James  M.,  Jr 1 

Lee,  Leslie  A ., : n 

liconard,  Daniel  B., 1  ;> 

Library  Company,  Philadelphia, 2 

Little,  Brown  &  Co., 1 

Lowell  City  Library, 2 

Lvnn  Publl<»  Librarv 1 

Massachusetts,  State  of /..         1 

—  Library, 2 

Men^antile  Library  Association,  New  York 1 

Mercury  Publishing  Company 9 

Morgan,  S.  Griffltts, 22 

New  Bedford  Book  Club 18 

New  Bedford  City  Government, 1 

New  Jersey  Historical  So(»iety, I 

New  Jersey  State  Library, 1 

Newton  Free  Library 1 
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Volumes.  Pamphlets. 
Nye,  Gideon, 1 

Paine,  Mrs.  H.  H., 1 

Paisler,  Charles  S., 1 

Patersoft,  William, I 

Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore, 1 

Peabody  Institute,  Peabody, 1 

Peiree,  Ebenezer  W., 1 

Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind, 1 

Pope,  W.  G.  E., I 

Prescott,  Oliver, Map.        2  62 

Providence  Public  Library, 1 

Public  Library,  Swansea,  Wales, 1 

Ray,F.M 4 1 

Record  Commissioners,  Boston, 4 

Robinson,.  Mrs.  Mary  8., I 

St.  Louis  Mercantile  Association, 1 

St.  Louis  Public  School  Llbrar>% 2 

San  Francisco  Mercantile  Library  Association, 1 

Sherman,  William  K 1 

Smithsonian  Institution, 1 

Snow,  Charles  A., 29 

Springfield  City  Library  Association, 1 

State  Lunatic  Hospital,  Northampton ,  1 

Swift,  Humphrey, MS. 

Tallman,  William, 1 

Taunton  Baptist  Association, 1 

Taunton  Public  Library 1 

Terry,  Isaac, 1 

Tucker,  B.  R 1 

Underbill,  J.  W.,  and  Peasler,  J.  B., 1 

United  States : 

—  Bureau  of  Education, 1  15 

—  Coast  Survey, 1 

—  Department  of  the  Interior, Map.      45  5 

—  Engineer  Department, 1 

—  Patent  Office, 4 

—  Treasury  Department, 4 

—  War  Department, 4 

Waite,  Stephen, 1 

Waterman,  William  H., 1  3 

Wayland  Official  Report 1 

Wiles,  A.  T., 1 

Willcox,  David  B., 1 

Wllley,  n., 4 


'i^ 


'1^ 


'1^ 
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Volumoa.  Pamphlet i». 
Wilmington  Institute 1 

Wilson,  George 14 

Wobuni  Public  IJbrnry 2 

WoclelKEli, *. 1 

Wood.  John  W 1 

Worcester  Free  Institute \ 

Worcester  Free  Public  Library 1 

Wright,  Carroll  I)., *. 1 

Young  Men's  Association,  BufTalo, 1 
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LIST  OF  PERIODICALS  CURRENTLY  RECEIVED. 


The  letters  following  the  titles  signify  respectively,  Y.  yearly,  iv.  half-yearly,  v|. 
quarterly,  M.  monthly,  iM.  semi.nionthly,  D.  daily,  ux.  anoertain. 

Periodicals  marked  with  an  asterisk  (*)  are  not  placed  apon  the  table,  but  can  be 
hail  on  application  at  the  desk. 

Acadeuiv,  The.    Loiidou M. 

Academy  of  Natural  Seieiicej*,  Philadelphia. 

* —  Journal i:n. 

* —  Proceedings ux. 

Advocate  of  Peace.     Boston.     (Gift.) UN. 

Alliance  Newn.    Manchester,  Kng w. 

♦  Almanach  de  Gotha.    Gotha v. 

American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  Boston. 

* —  Memoirs rx. 

* —  Proceedings iv. 

American  Agriculturist.    New  York M. 

American  Almanac.     Washington •. . . .   y. 

Ameri(?an  Annual  CyclopaMlia.     New  York v. 

American  Antiquarian  Society,  Worcester. 

♦ —  Proceedings.     (Gift.) 4v. 

♦ —  Transactions  and  Collections rx. 

American  Architect  and  Building  News.     Boston w. 

American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science. 

—  Proceedings.    Salem v. 

American  C'henucal  Journal.     Baltimore rx. 

American  Church  Keview.     New  York <^. 

American  Journal  c)f  Mathematics.     Baltimore <^. 

American  Journal  of  Philology.     Balthnore rx. 

American  Journal  of  Science  and  Arts  [Sillinnin's  Journal.] 

New  Haven m. 

American  Law  Keview.    Boston si . 

American  Naturalist.    Philadelphia .  m . 

American  Philosophical  Society,  Philadelphia. 

*—  l*roceedings.     (Gift.) 4y. 

* —  Transactions y  . 

Annals  and  Magazine  of  Najtural  History.     London ^*^« 


^ 
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^Annual  Kegister.    London t. 

Antiquary,  The.    London ,  m  . 

♦Art,L\    Paris w. 

♦Art  Journal,  The.    London m. 

Athenseum,  The.    London w . 

Atlantic  Monthly.    Boston m. 

Bibliotheca  Sacra.    Andover 4^. 

Blackwood's  Edinburgh  Magazine.    Edinburgh m. 

Boston  Athenseum,  Boston. 

—  List  of  Additions,  inith  Notes in. 

Boston  Daily  Advertiser.    Boston i>. 

Boston  Daily  Globe.    Boston i». 

Boston  Evening  Journal.    Boston u. 

Boston  Post.    Boston i». 

Boston  Public  Library,  Boston. 

—  Bulletin.     (Gift.) • <^. 

Boston  Society  of  Natural  History,  Boston. 

♦ —  Annual. ^ . 

♦ —  Memoirs in. 

♦ —  l*roceediugs <^. 

♦  Botanische  Zeitung.    Leipzig w. 

*  British  Almanac  and  Companion ^ . 

British  Journal  of  Photography.     Loudon w . 

British  Quarterly  Review.    London <^. 

Bulletin  de  la  Soci6t6  d*Acclimatation.     Paris.     (Gift.) m  . 

Canadian  Naturalist  and  Quarterly  Journal  of  Science.    Montreal,  v- 

Catholic  World.    New  York m. 

( 'ontury  Illustrated  Monthly  Magazine  [Scribuer's  Monthly.] 

New  York >i. 

( 'heniical  News.     J^ondon w. 

( 'hristiun  Kegister.     Boston.     (Gift.) w . 

( 'omniercial  and  Financial  Chronicle  and  Hunt's  Merchant's 

Magazine.     New  York w. 

( 'ontemporary  Review.     London m . 

(\>-operative  News.     MaiKihester,  Eng w. 

Daily  Alta  California.     San  Francisco i>. 

Daily  Evening  Traveller.    Boston D. 

Daily  Mercury.     New  Bedford n. 

Deutsche  Rundschau.     Berlin m. 

Early  English  Text  Society,  London. 

—  [Publications.] rx. 

P^dinburgh  Review.     Edinburgh g. 

*  Engineering.     London w. 

English  Catalogue  of  Books.    London r. 

♦  Entomologische  Zeitung.     Stettin M. 
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Essex  Institute,  Salem,  Mass. 

♦—  Bulletin M. 

• —  Historical  Collections UN. 

Evening  Standard.    New  Bedford D. 

Fall  Kiver  Evening  News.    Fall  River i>. 

Fraser*s  Magazine.    London M. 

Friend,  The.    London M. 

Friends'  Quarterly  Examiner.    London .*T . . . .     q. 

Friends'  Review.    Philadelphia w. 

Garden,  ITie.    London w. 

Gardener's  Monthly  and  Horticulturist M. 

Genealogist.    London q. 

Granite  Monthly.    Dover,  N.  H M. 

Hardwicke*s  Science  Gossip.    London M. 

Harper's  New  Monthly  Magazine.    New  York M. 

Harvard  University  Bulletin.    Cambridge.     (Gift.) <^. 

Historical  Magazine.    New  York •. m. 

♦  Illustrated  London  News.    London w. 

♦  Index  Medlcus.    New  York m. 

International  Review.    New  York m. 

♦Journal  fUr  die  reine  und  angewandete  Mathematik.    Berlin vs. 

Journal  of  the  Franklin  Institute.    Philadelphia M. 

Journal  of  the  Royal  Geographical  Society.    I^ndon t. 

Journal  of  Social  Science.    New  York i;n. 

Journal  of  Speculative  Philosophy.    New  York. q. 

Library  Journal.    New  York M. 

Literary  News.    New  York M. 

Literary  World,  The.    Boston in. 

Litteirs  Living  Age.    Boston w. 

♦Livre,  Le.    Paris m. 

Macmillan's  Magazine.    London m. 

Magazine  of  American  History M. 

Maine  Genealogist  and  Biographer.    Augusts q. 

Maine  Historical  Society,  Portland. 

* —  Collections un. 

Manufacturers  and  Farmers  Journal.    Providence iw. 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  Boston. 

* —  Collections UN. 

♦ —  Proceedings UN. 

Methodist  Quarterly  Review.    New  York q. 

Mind :  a  Quarterly  Review  of  Psychology  and  Philosophy.    Lond.    Q. 
Mining  Record.    New  York w. 

♦  Mittheilungen  aus  Justus  Perthes'  Greog.  Anstalt.    Gotha. ......    si . 

Monograph,  The.    Bangor 1m. 

Nation,  The.    New  York ^ 
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Xatfoual  Board  of  Health  Bulletin.    Washington w. 

Xaturc.    London w. 

New  Bedford  Signal.    New  Bedford w. 

New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register.    Boston Q. 

New  England  Journal  of  Education.    Boston w. 

New  Engl ander.    New  Haven <^. 

New  Hampshire  Historical  Society,  Concord. 

*—  Collections i:n. 

New  Jersey  HistoHcal  Society. 

*—  Collections irs. 

Newport  Historical  Magazine.    Newport <^. 

New  York  Daily  Tribune.    New  York D. 

New  York  Genealogical  and  Biographical  Record v« 

New  York  Historical  Society,  New  York. 

♦—  Collections '. I  x . 

New  York  limes.    New  York d. 

Nineteenth  Century.    London m. 

North  American  Review.    Boston Q. 

Notes  and  Queries.    London w. 

Official  Gazette  of  the  U.  S.  Patent  Office.    AVashington w. 

Our  Dumb  Animals.    Boston m. 

Peabody  Academy  of  Science,  Salem,  Mass. 

♦ —  Memoirs in. 

Pennsylvania  Historical  Society,  Philadelphia. 

—  Memoirs in. 

—  Pennsylvania  Magazine  of  History  and  Biography V?* 

♦  Philad^phia  Photographer.    Philadelphia M. 

♦  Photographic  Times.    New  York m. 

Popular  Science  Monthly.    New  York M. 

Potter's  American  Monthly.    New  York M. 

Poultry  World.    Hartford M. 

Providence  Public  Library,  Providence. 

—  Monthly  Reference  Lists M. 

♦  Publishers'  Circular.    London 4m. 

Publishers'  Trade  List  Annual.    New  York T . 

♦Publishers'  Weekly.     [Including  American  Literary  Ga- 
zette and  Publishers'  Circular.]  .  New  York w. 

Punch.    London w. 

♦  Quarterly  Jounial  of  3Iicroscopical  Science.    London q. 

Quarterly  Review.     London q. 

Ray  Society,  London. 

—  [Publications.] ujc. 

Revue  des  Deux  Mondes.    Paris |x. 

Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  Providence. 

—  Collections X. 
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Royal  Society,  London. 

♦ —  Philosophical  Transactions t. 

♦ —  Proceedings M. 

Saturday  Review.    J^ndon. w. 

♦Scientific  American.    Xew  York w. 

♦Scientific  American  Supplement.    New  York w. 

Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington. 

♦ —  Contributions  to  Knowledge UN. 

♦ —  Miscellaneous  Collections UN. 

Spectator.    London w. 

Springfield  Republican.    Springfield D. 

Statesman's  Year-Book.    London Y. 

Student,  The,    Ilaverford M. 

Times,  The,  Weekly  Edition.     London w. 

♦Trucbner's  American  and  Oriental  Literary  Record.    London...  M. 

Unitarian  Review  and  Religious  Magazine.    Boston M. 

Tnited  States  Postiil  Guide M. 

Universalist  Quarterly.    Boston Q. 

Van  Nostrand*s  Eclectic  Engineering.    New  York M. 

Westminster  Review.     I^ondon g. 

Whalemen's  Shipping  List  and  >|[erchantj»'  Transcript.  N.  Bedford,  w. 

♦  Whitaker's  Almanac.     London. y. 

Whitaker's  Reference  Catalogue  of  Current  Literature.    Ix)ndon.  UN. 
Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity,  Worcester. 

♦ —  Collections  [inc.  Proceedings.] UN. 

Workshop,  Tlie.    New  York M. 
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